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To Live & Share the Love of Christ
Pastor Melissa Pagel

Sunday, September 27% 2026
Lectionary 26 (18" Sunday after Pentecost)
Congregational responses are printed in Bold Type.

To Live & Share the Love of Christ
Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran Church where different people

come together for the shared purpose of worshiping God and
encouraging each other through the inclusive love of Jesus. Whether
you are our guest, looking for a church home, or already a member, we
want you to feel welcomed by our congregation and inspired by our
worship service.

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB173453. Duplication in any form is prohibited without permission
or valid license from copyright administrator. CCLI License 1366153 One license A#712525

Introduction

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say
reveals surprises in the reign of God. Nourished by the broken
bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our
needy world.



Call to Worship

May we remember That God created.

May we remember That God liberated.

May we remember That God fed.

May we remember That God is still creating, God is still
liberating, And God is still feeding us.

Let this be our story. Let this be where we begin.

Let us worship holy God.

Gathering Hymn God Is Here! ELW 526



Noisy Offering October 4

Please gather your spare change to benefit the Feed My Children

charity.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
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All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

We admit to remembering the wrong things. We remember
worldly lessons like, “Everyone for themselves,” “An eye for
an eye,” and “All is fair in love and war.” And yet, we forget
to forgive 70 times seven, to love our neighbors as ourselves,
and to live like the body of Christ. Why is it so hard to
remember the right things? Release us from our muscle
memory and Re-center us in a new place, A fresh place, A
space grounded in your love. Help us to receive your word
anew, and to consider stewardship not with the world’s
rules, But with your rules. Help us remember.

With hope we pray, Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Holy God,

There is something about scripture that stirs us awake.
For when we hear of a deep love that made room for
everyone at the table, we remember that we are hungry.
And when we hear of manna raining down in the desert,

Service Participants

Assisting with | Serving us today 10/4/26
Worship
Musician Greg Pagel Greg Pagel
Usher Ken Rudie Open
Communion Cathy Morgans Kevin Wood
Deacon
Counters Jean Halloran & | John & Jodi Koch
Debbie La Plante
Lector Bob Bishoff Bill Hartung
Altar Guild Sandy Krakow Jan Hansen
Fellowship John & Jodi Koch | Outreach Group

The Chosen Bible Study
Tuesday, October 13

Confirmation for All Ages
Monday, October 26 from 6-7:30 PM in the Sanctuary at
Resurrection.

Trunk or Treat Support
The participation sign-up sheets are posted in the Narthex for
Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 10 from 2-4.

Empty Amber Pill Bottle Donation Collection
If you have empty, clean, amber pill bottles with the labels

removed, please drop them by the church office going forward
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The Blessing
Go 1n peace, to live and share the love of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
This Week at a Glance

Office Hours: Mon-Wed, 9 am-2 pm
Monday

Meth Anonymous 6:00 pm
Tuesday

Quilters 9:00 am
Wednesday

Choir Rehearsal 6:00 pm
Thursday

Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 am

Friday

Alcoholics Anonymous 9:00-11:00 am

Cocaine Anonymous 7:00-9:00 pm
Sunday

Worship Service 10:00 am

Pastor Melissa will be Out of Office from 9/28-10/10.
Pastor Rachel from Trinity will be covering.
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We remember that we are lost. There is something about
scripture that stirs us awake, and it feels like hunger and it
looks like hope. So stir us awake, oh God. Remind us that
this story starts with love and ends with love. We are
hungry, which is to say, we are listening. Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the
Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They
camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to
drink. * The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us
water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with
me? Why do you test the Lord?” ° But the people thirsted there
for water, and the people complained against Moses and said,
“Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children
and livestock with thirst?” “ So Moses cried out to the Lord,
“What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone
me.” ° The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and
take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the
staff with which you struck the Nile and go. °I will be standing
there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses
did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. ' He called the place
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested
the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!



Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

’ Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be
put to shame who are treacherous.

*Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.
’Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my
salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.

°Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are
from everlasting.

’Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake
of your goodness, O Lord.

®You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach
sinners in your way.

’You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

Second Reading: Acts 3:1-19

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour
of prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. > And a man lame
from birth was being carried in. People would lay him daily at
the gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could
ask for alms from those entering the temple. * When he saw
Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked them for
alms. * Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said, “Look
at us.” > And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive
something from them. © Peter said, “I have no silver or gold, but
what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
stand up and walk.” " And he took him by the right hand and
raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made
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Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
Music: HERMAS, Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879
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the world. We need more tables like this in the world.

Gratefully we pray, Amen.

Benediction

The God of grace-tbless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn

On Our Way Rejoicing ELW 537
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strong. © Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he entered
the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising
God. ” All the people saw him walking and praising God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!’

Gospel Acclamation ELW Pg. 142
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21 Chapter.
Glory to you O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders
of the people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” ** Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one
question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by
what authority I do these things. *° Did the baptism of John come
from heaven, or was it of human origin?”’ And they argued with
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why,
then, did you not believe him?” “° But if we say, ‘Of human



origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a
prophet.” ?’ So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am
doing these things.

% “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” *’ He
answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and

went. ' The father went to the second and said the same, and he
answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not go. *' Which of the two did
the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going
into the kingdom of God ahead of you.

*>For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your
minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Melissa Pagel

Hymn of the Day O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW 818

Invitation to the Table

The dinner table is always a place where we tell stories. We tell
stories of growing up and falling in love, of making mistakes
and figuring it out. We tell stories that make us laugh, stories
that make us cry, and stories that help us remember.

This table is no different. For at this table we tell stories about a
God who loves us unconditionally. We tell stories about a man
who fed the hungry, washed the feet of his disciples, and said,
“This 1s my body—for you.” So friends, as you come to this
table tonight, bring your stories— Stories about who you are and
who you want to be. Stories of shame and disappointment,
stories of fear and faith. Bring your money stories, your faith
stories, your love and heartbreak stories—bring them all. For no
matter the narrative, God welcomes us at this table. You belong
here. There is a seat saved for you.

Table Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you 1n his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Holy God,

As we leave this table, help us to remember this moment.
Help us remember that with you, all are invited.

Help us remember that with you, there is a seat for
everyone. Help us remember that with you, there is enough
food to go around, that even Judas was invited to the meal,
and that there is manna in the wilderness. Help us
remember so that as we go, we can build tables like this in
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Holy, Holy ELW Pg. 144
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On the night...let us pray as Jesus taught us.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Text: Washington Gladden. 18361918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the People
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our
prayers, confident that God hears us.

Response: Hear us O God, Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to
ask, and whatever else you see that we need. Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering
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Offering Prayer

Gracious God,

As we come to you today in prayer, we admit that giving is
complicated. At times it is easier to remember our shame or
guilt around giving, as opposed to your joy or generosity.
We all have our money narratives, and they affect us in
different ways. So today as we offer our gifts to you, we pray
that you would re-center our narrative. Remind us that we
do not give out of shame or guilt. We do not give out of
obligation. We do not give to feel worthy. And we do not give
to buy your grace. We give out of a desire to participate. We
give as a sign of gratitude. We give because we belong to one
another. We give to build a more just and equitable world.
We give because we love, and that’s what love does. So take
these gifts and remind us that we belong to one another.
Remind us that all money narratives are welcome at this
table. Remind us that whatever shame or guilt we bring with
us will be washed away with your empathy and love. Remind
us, and then help us to build that more beautiful world. In
hope we pray, Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, Our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed, our right, our duty, and our joy...and join their
unending hymn.
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