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Service Participants 
 

Assisting with 
Worship 

Serving us today 10/18/26 

Musician Greg Pagel Greg Pagel 

Usher Open Open 

Communion 
Deacon 

Melissa Smith Debbie La Plante 

Counters John & Jodi Koch John & Jodi Koch 

Lector Pete Peterson Carol Borremans 
Altar Guild Jan Hansen Jan Hansen 
Fellowship Open Open 

 

The Chosen Bible Study 
Tuesday, October 13 
 

Confirmation for All Ages 
Monday, October 26 from 6-7:30 PM in the Sanctuary at 
Resurrection. 
 

Empty Amber Pill Bottle Donation Collection  
If you have empty, clean, amber pill bottles with the labels 
removed, please drop them by the church office going forward. 

Noisy Offering 
$103.68 was raised this month to benefit Feed My Starving 
Children.  Thanks to all that contributed! 
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 Resurrection Lutheran Church 
To Live & Share the Love of Christ 

Pastor Melissa Pagel 
Sunday, October11th 2026 

Lectionary 28 (20th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Congregational responses are printed in Bold Type.  

 
To Live & Share the Love of Christ 

Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran Church where different people 
come together for the shared purpose of worshiping God and 
encouraging each other through the inclusive love of Jesus. Whether 
you are our guest, looking for a church home, or already a member, we 
want you to feel welcomed by our congregation and inspired by our 
worship service.                   

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB173453. Duplication in any form is prohibited without permission 
or valid license from copyright administrator. CCLI License 1366153 One license A#712525  

Introduction 
In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not 
come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God 
spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we 
rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. 
With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth 
to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and 
thirsting for the abundant life of God. 
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Call to Worship 
Can you imagine unfettered love? Free and bold, wild and true, 
the kind of love that changes you? Can you imagine a home—
safe and bright, With impromptu dancing, meals around table, 
and laughter late into the night? Can you imagine faith like a 
compass That guides the way you shop and vote, the way you 
love and hope; That asks questions and yet still believes, even 
despite uncertainty? Can you imagine a world where trees, bees, 
and all living things grow wild and free? Where peace is the 
narrative and hope the currency? A world where news stories are 
testimonies and funerals are far between? Can you imagine? 
Yes, we can imagine. 
Today in worship, dare to dream. Dare to imagine what could 
be. And pay attention, for God is here, in wandering thoughts, 
hopes, and prayers. 
Let us worship holy God, that great unfettered love. 
 

Gathering Hymn Thine the Amen ELW 826 
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The Blessing  
 

Go in peace, to live and share the love of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

This Week at a Glance 
 

Office Hours:  Mon-Wed,   9 am-2 pm  
Monday   
  Meth Anonymous   6:00 pm 
Tuesday 
  Quilters      9:00 am 
  Church Council   6:00 pm 
Thursday   

Food Pantry    9:00-11:00 am 
Friday 

 Alcoholics Anonymous  9:00-11:00 am 
 Cocaine Anonymous  7:00-9:00 pm 
Saturday 
 Stewardship Dinner-Bethel 6:00 pm 

Sunday   
Worship Service   10:00 am 
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Confession and Forgiveness  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 

God of Grace, you invite us to dream of a better world, but 
instead we bury our heads in the sand.  We are afraid to 
recognize how much must change. We are afraid, because if 
we know the truth, then don’t we have a job to do? 
So instead, more often than not, we maintain the status quo. 
We passively allow things to stay the same. 
We don’t speak out; we don’t imagine a new day. 
We don’t dream of a world without racism, sexism, bigotry, 
or shame. 
Instead we allow ourselves to believe that some things will 
never change. 
Forgive us. Show us the way. Teach us to dream. Teach us to 
imagine again. Humbly we pray.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Holy God, 
We want to see what you see, but we stumble through 
roadblocks of bias and narrow perspective, Fear and limited 
information.  We are too small to imagine the type of love 
and beauty you can sow. So in this moment, we ask that you 
would clear the roadblocks that keep us from you.  Blow the 
dust out of our ears. Thaw out the frozen parts of our hearts. 
Tell the logical arguments we form about what will and will 
not work to take a backseat. And as you do, breathe fresh air 
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Table Blessing 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Holy God, 
As we leave this table, help us to remember this moment. 
Help us remember that with you, all are invited. Help us 
remember that with you, there is a seat for everyone. 
Help us remember that with you, there is enough food to go 
around, that even Judas was invited to the meal, and that 
there is manna in the wilderness. Help us remember so that 
as we go, we can build tables like this in the world. We need 
more tables like this in the world. Gratefully we pray, Amen. 
 

Benediction 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 
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On the night…let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Invitation to the Table 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
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into our lungs and fill our minds with endless possibilities. 
We want to see what you see. We want to reimagine this life 
we’re living. Clear away the roadblocks.  Amen. 

WORD 

First Reading: Exodus 32:1-14 
 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from 
the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron and said to him, 
“Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this 
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we 
do not know what has become of him.” 2 Aaron said to them, 
“Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your 
sons, and your daughters and bring them to me.” 3 So all the 
people took off the gold rings from their ears and brought them 
to Aaron. 4 He took these from them, formed them in a mold, 
and cast an image of a calf, and they said, “These are your gods, 
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When 
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it, and Aaron made a 
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to 
the Lord.” 6 They rose early the next day and offered burnt 
offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being, and the people sat 
down to eat and drink and rose up to revel. 
  7 The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, 
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted 
perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way 
that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image 
of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, 
‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the 
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land of Egypt!’ ” 9The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are.  
10 Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them 
and I may consume them, and of you I will make a great 
nation.” 
11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why 
does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you 
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil 
intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains and 
to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your 
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on 
your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your 
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, 
and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And 
the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to 
bring on his people.  
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm: Psalm 23 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
2 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads 
me beside still waters. 
3 You restore my soul, O Lord and guide me along right 
pathways for your name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your 
staff, they comfort me.  
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Offering 

Offering Prayer  
 

Jesus of Nazareth, 
In scripture we hear of a woman who gave her last coin 
away. You pointed her out, but you did not say, “Go and do 
likewise.”  So we cannot help but wonder—did you point her 
out to ask, “Why does this one have so little when others 
have so much?” Did you point her out to help us see the 
injustice that led to her suffering? Maybe. So today, for her, 
and for you, and for every person who cannot afford to give 
to God and put food on the table, we offer our gifts. We pray 
that you would use them for your good.   
Right what is wrong. Balance the systems of injustice. Use 
these gifts to build the world that we can only imagine But 
you can bring forth. In hope we pray, Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, Our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed, our right, our duty, and our joy…and join their 
unending hymn. 
 

Holy, Holy  ELW Pg. 144 
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Affirmation of Faith 
 

We believe in God the Creator, who, like a painter with a 
canvas, imagined creation and breathed it into being. 
 
We believe in Jesus, who many years later, walked this 
hurting world and showed us a new way to love. We believe 
in the Holy Spirit, who prods us and pulls us, leads us and 
guides us, carries us and loves us into new life, day after day. 
 

And we believe in the power of imagination, a gift from God 
that allows us to dream dreams, create anew, start over, try 
again, and live lives of hope. So in response, together, as 
God’s church, 
 

We dare to dream. We strive to love. We try to imagine a 
new day. And we walk together, All with God’s help. Amen. 

Prayers of the People  
 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for 
the church and the world. 
 

Response:  Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these 
spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9 
 
1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in 
the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help 
these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of 
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, 
whose names are in the book of life.  4 Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near.   6 Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  
7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. 9 As for the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be 
with you.  
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God! 
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Gospel Acclamation ELW Pg. 142 
 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd Chapter. 
Glory to you O Lord.   
 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 

15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he 
said. 16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one, for you do not regard people with 
partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay 
taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me 
the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and 
whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to 
them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and 
to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they 
were amazed, and they left him and went away. 
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The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  Pastor Melissa Pagel 
 

Hymn of the Day As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522 

 
 


