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2026 Florida Licensed Contractors Guide
for SBA Loans

How SBA Financing Helps Florida Contractors Grow, Scale, and Win Bigger
Projects

Welcome

Welcome to the 2026 Florida Licensed Contractor Guide for SBA Loans—a practical
resource designed to help Florida licensed contractors understand how SBA-backed financing
can support growth, stability, and long-term success.

This e-book explains:

How SBA loans work for contractors

Florida’s 2026 construction and economic outlook

SBA borrowing requirements and preparation steps

Common contractor use cases for SBA financing

How Funded Business Capital helps contractors secure SBA loans

This guide is written for general contractors, construction businesses, electrical
contractors, HVAC contractors, mechanical contractors, plumbing contractors,
engineers, roofers, and specialty trades operating in Florida.
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1. Introduction

Florida licensed contractors operate in one of the fastest-growing construction markets in the
United States. Continued population growth, infrastructure investment, commercial expansion,
and storm-resilient building requirements are creating strong demand across nearly every trade.

At the same time, contractors face:

Rising labor and material costs

Long payment cycles

Capital-intensive equipment needs
Increased competition for skilled workers

SBA loans provide a cost-effective, long-term financing solution that helps contractors
manage cash flow, invest in growth, and pursue larger opportunities. This guide outlines how
SBA financing works and how to access it efficiently.




2. Florida’s Licensed Contractor Landscape

Market Size & Opportunity

e Florida is home to hundreds of thousands of licensed contractors across general
and specialty trades.
Construction remains one of Florida’s largest and most resilient industries.
Ongoing residential, commercial, and infrastructure development continues statewide.

Construction Environment
Key drivers of contractor demand include:

Population migration and housing development
Commercial and mixed-use construction
Infrastructure and transportation upgrades

Disaster recovery and hurricane-hardening projects
Renewable energy and EV infrastructure

Contractors who can scale responsibly are well positioned to capture market share.




3. Why Florida Contractors Use SBA Loans

1. Upfront Project Costs

Materials, labor, permits, insurance, and bonding expenses are often incurred long before
project payments are received.

2. Business Expansion
Growth requires capital for staffing, supervision, marketing, and operational scaling.

3. Equipment & Fleet Purchases

Trucks, machinery, tools, and specialty equipment require long-term financing to preserve cash
flow.

4. Commercial Real Estate Ownership
Many contractors use SBA loans to purchase offices, warehouses, yards, and storage facilities.

5. Financial Stability

SBA loans typically offer longer terms and lower rates, helping contractors navigate seasonal
slowdowns and economic shifts.



4. 2026 Economic Outlook & Construction Forecast

National Trends

e Construction activity remains elevated entering 2026.
e Infrastructure investment, manufacturing reshoring, and clean energy projects continue
to support demand.

Florida-Specific Outlook

e Florida is expected to continue outperforming national growth averages.
e Strong construction activity is projected in:

South Florida

Tampa—Orlando corridor

Jacksonville and Northeast Florida

Coastal redevelopment and resiliency zones
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Key Growth Drivers

Population growth and housing shortages

Public infrastructure spending

Hurricane mitigation and resiliency requirements
Commercial, healthcare, and hospitality expansion

Outlook: Contractors with access to affordable capital will be better positioned to compete and
grow.




5. SBA Loan Programs for Contractors

SBA 7(a) Loans

e Flexible financing for:
o Working capital
o Equipment purchases
o Business acquisition
o Partner buyouts
o Commercial real estate
e Loan amounts up to $5 million
e Terms up to 10-25 years, depending on use

SBA 504 Loans

Designed for owner-occupied commercial real estate and heavy equipment
Lower down payments

Long-term fixed interest rates

Ideal for property purchases and major asset investments

SBA CAPLines

e SBA-backed lines of credit
e Useful for seasonal, contract, and working-capital needs
e Revolving access to capital for ongoing operations




6. How SBA Loans Fuel Contractor Growth

Strategically used SBA financing allows contractors to:

Stabilize Cash Flow

Cover payroll and materials while waiting for receivables.

Increase Capacity

Hire crews, supervisors, and administrative staff.

Invest in Equipment

Spread equipment costs over long terms rather than using cash reserves.
Own Commercial Property

Build equity while locking in predictable occupancy costs.

Strengthen Business Financials

Improve long-term balance-sheet health and credit profile.




7. Meet Funded Business Capital

Funded Business Capital, based in Miami, Florida, specializes in helping Florida licensed
contractors secure SBA and commercial financing solutions tailored to the construction industry.

Why Contractors Choose Funded Business Capital

Deep experience with SBA 7(a), 504, and contractor-focused loans
Access to a broad network of SBA lenders

Loan structuring aligned with contractor cash-flow cycles

Clear, transparent process with no hidden fees

Hands-on guidance from application through funding

Funded Business Capital understands the unique challenges of Florida contracting, including
seasonality, storm preparation, and project-based cash flow.




8. Choosing the Right SBA Loan in Florida

Before applying, contractors should evaluate:

S

Loan Purpose — Ensure the SBA product matches the use of funds

Rates & Fees — Understand SBA guarantee fees and lender pricing

Loan Term — Longer terms improve cash flow but affect total cost

Collateral & Guarantees — Know what assets are required

Timeline to Funding — SBA loans require planning and preparation

Lender Experience — Work with professionals familiar with contractor financing




9. Case Examples & Use Cases

Scenario A: Working Capital Expansion

A licensed general contractor uses an SBA 7(a) loan to support payroll and materials while
scaling into larger commercial projects.

Scenario B: Equipment & Fleet Growth

A specialty contractor finances trucks and equipment through SBA financing, preserving cash
while increasing capacity.

Scenario C: Property Ownership

A growing contractor purchases a warehouse using an SBA 504 loan, stabilizing long-term
operating costs and building equity.




10. Top Tips Before Applying for an SBA Loan

Maintain active Florida contractor licensing

Review personal and business credit profiles

Prepare tax returns, bank statements, and financial projections
Clearly document how funds will be used

Plan ahead—SBA loans are not instant

Work with an SBA financing expert to avoid delays

o akwdh -~




11. Conclusion & Next Steps

SBA loans remain one of the most powerful financing tools available to Florida licensed
contractors in 2026. When structured properly, they support sustainable growth, improved cash
flow, and long-term business stability.

Funded Business Capital helps contractors navigate the SBA lending process with clarity and
efficiency.

What to Do Next

Identify your 2026 growth goals
Determine your financing needs
Gather financial documentation
Speak with an SBA financing specialist

(74 Ready to Get Started?

. Call: 305-897-0483
€ Visit: www.fundedbusinesscapital.com
e Email: info@fundedbusinesscapital.com

By Jared Shapiro
Senior Funding Manager
Funded Business Capital
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