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Etiquette *Please refrain from walking and using the middle 
aisle during worship service. *Exiting/Entering the sanctuary 

during prayer and ministry of giving is not permitted. *No food, 
gum or drink permitted in the sanctuary.” *Please silence cell 

phones.” *Please no talking during offertory service *Pray for the 
Sick, and Shut-in and those in bereavement *Come to Bible 

Study and hear the speakers on people who had  
relationships in the Bible 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

SUNDAYSCHOOL……….9:15AM………SIS BEVERLY DURST  
 
………………...……….CALL TO WORSHIP……..………………  
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE………11:30AM…………….MUSICIANS  
 
SCRIPTURE……………..……………..……………….OFFICERS  
 
PRAYER……………………..………….…….………...OFFICERS  
 
SELECTION………………………………………………………… 
 
OFFERING……………………….…....FINANCIAL COMMITTEE  
 
SELECTION..………………………….……………………………. 
 
THE SPOKEN WORD……..………REV. JIMMY L. GATES, SR.  
 

Message:  "DON'T PANIC" 

                              Scripture:  John 11: 1-4; 14-15; 43-44 
 
TIME TO RECIEVE THOSE WHOM THE LORD HAS  
CALLED…..……………………………………..………...  PULPIT 
 
ALTAR CALL………………….………………………….…PULPIT  
 
BENEDICTION……..…………….…REV. JIMMY L. GATES, SR.  
 
 
RECCESIONAL.…….……....…LET THE CHURCH SAY AMEN  

 
 
************************************************************** 
 
 

Announcements:   
 

Responsive Reading today:  
Romans 1:18-32 
 
FROM THE PASTOR:  
 
We are coming back into the sanctuary for worship 
services on Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 at 11:30 a.m.  

 
The Trustees are in the offices on Mondays from 11:30 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. if you want to drop off your tithes 
and offerings. 
 
Wednesday Bible Study online at 7 p.m. –  
Call In: 701-802-5360 and Access Code: 7817353 
 
Sunday School online on Sunday's at 9:15 a.m. –  
Call in: 978-990-5047 ~ Access Code 3312613# 

 

The Lord is not slack concerning his 

promise, as some men count 

slackness; but is longsuffering to us-

ward, not willing that any should 

perish, but  that all should come 

to repentance.  2 Peter 3:9 

 
************************************************************************* 

VOLUNTEERS HELP WANTED: 
 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO TAKE OVER OUR 

AUDIO AND VIDEO MINISTRY. 

Those who are seriously interested please see  

Rev. Jimmy L. Gates, Sr. 



FROM THE HEART OF THE PASTOR…………… 
 
“Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s 

glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus 

was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, and then he said to 

his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” So, they took away the stone. 

Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 

heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the 

benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you 

sent me.”  When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and 

feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus 

said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”    John 11: 

4-7; 41-44 

It is no new thing for those whom Christ loves, to be sick; bodily 

distempers correct the corruption, and try the graces of God's people. 

He came not to preserve his people from these afflictions, but to save 

them from their sins, and from the wrath to come; however, it 

behooves us to apply to Him in behalf of our friends and relatives 

when sick and afflicted. Let this reconcile us to the darkest dealings of 

Providence, that they are all for the glory of God: sickness, loss, 

disappointment, are so; and if God be glorified, we ought to be 

satisfied. Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. The 

families are greatly favored in which love and peace abound; but 

those are most happy whom Jesus loves, and by whom he is beloved. 

Alas, that this should seldom be the case with every person, even in 

small families. God has gracious intentions, even when he seems to 

delay. When the work of deliverance, temporal or spiritual, public or 

personal, is delayed, it does but stay for the right time. “DON’T 

PANIC” 

Christ never brings his people into any danger, but he goes with them 

in it. We are apt to think ourselves zealous for the Lord, when really, 

we are only zealous for our wealth, credit, ease, and safety; we have 

therefore need to try our principles. But our day shall be lengthened  

 

out, till our work is done, and our testimony finished. A man has 

comfort and satisfaction while in the way of his duty, as set forth by 

the word of God, and determined by the providence of God. Christ, 

wherever he went, walked in the day; and so shall we, if we follow his 

steps. If a man walks in the way of his heart, and according to the 

course of this world, if he consults his own carnal reasonings more 

than the will and glory of God, he falls into temptations and snares. He 

stumbles, because there is no light in him; for light in us is to our 

moral actions, that which light about us to our natural actions. 

Since we are sure to rise again at the last, why should not the 

believing hope of that resurrection to eternal life, make it as easy for 

us to put off the body and die, as it is to put off our clothes and go to 

sleep? A true Christian, when he dies, does but sleep; he rests from 

the labors of the past day. Nay, herein death is better than sleep, that 

sleep is only a short rest, but death is the end of earthly cares and 

toils. The disciples thought that it was now needless for Christ to go to 

Lazarus and expose himself and them. Thus, we often hope that the 

good work we are called to do, will be done by some other hand, if 

there be peril in the doing of it. But when Christ raised Lazarus from 

the dead, many were brought to believe on him; and there was much 

done to make perfect the faith of those that believed. Let us go to him; 

death cannot separate from the love of Christ, nor put us out of the 

reach of his call. Like Thomas, in difficult times Christians should 

encourage one another. The dying of the Lord Jesus should make us 

willing to die whenever God calls us. My brothers and sisters, “DON’T 

PANIC” 

Here was a house where the fear of God was, and on which his 

blessing rested; yet it was made a house of mourning. Grace will keep 

sorrow from the heart, but not from the house. When God, by his 

grace and providence, is coming towards us in ways of mercy and 

comfort, we should, like Martha, go forth by faith, hope, and prayer, to 

meet him. When Martha went to meet Jesus, Mary sat still in the 

house; this temper formerly had been an advantage to her, when it 

put her at Christ's feet to hear his word; but in the day of affliction, the 



same temper disposed her to melancholy. It is our wisdom to watch 

against the temptations, and to make use of the advantages of our 

natural tempers. When we know not what in particular to ask or 

expect, let us refer ourselves to God; let him do as seemeth him good. 

To enlarge Martha's expectations, our Lord declared himself to be the 

Resurrection and the Life. In every sense he is the Resurrection; the 

source, the substance, the first fruits, the cause of it. The redeemed 

soul lives after death in happiness; and after the resurrection, both 

body and soul are kept from all evil forever. When we have read or 

heard the word of Christ, about the great things of the other world, we 

should put it to ourselves, do we believe this truth? The crosses and 

comforts of this present time would not make such a deep impression 

upon us as they do if we believed the things of eternity as we ought. 

When Christ our Master comes, he calls for us. He comes in his word 

and ordinances, and calls us to them, calls us by them, calls us to 

himself. Those who, in a day of peace, set themselves at Christ's feet 

to be taught by him, may with comfort, in a day of trouble, cast 

themselves at his feet, to find favor with him. 

Christ's tender sympathy with these afflicted friends, appeared by the 

troubles of his spirit. In all the afflictions of believers he is afflicted. His 

concern for them was shown by his kind inquiry after the remains of 

his deceased friend. Being found in fashion as a man, he acts in the 

way and manner of the sons of men. It was shown by his tears. He 

was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Tears of compassion 

resemble those of Christ. But Christ never approved that sensibility of 

which many are proud, while they weep at mere tales of distress, but 

are hardened to real woe. He sets us an example to withdraw from 

scenes of giddy mirth, that we may comfort the afflicted. And we have 

not a High Priest who cannot be touched with a feeling of our 

infirmities. It is a good step toward raising a soul to spiritual life, when 

the stone is taken away, when prejudices are removed, and got over, 

and way is made for the word to enter the heart. If we take Christ's 

word, and rely on his power and faithfulness, we shall see the glory of 

God, and be happy in the sight. Our Lord Jesus has taught us, by his 

own example, to call God Father, in prayer, and to draw nigh to him 

as children to a father, with humble reverence, yet with holy boldness. 

He openly made this address to God, with uplifted eyes and loud 

voice, that they might be convinced the Father had sent him as his 

beloved Son into the world. He could have raised Lazarus by the 

silent exertion of his power and will, and the unseen working of the 

Spirit of life; but he did it by a loud call. This was a figure of the gospel 

call, by which dead souls are brought out of the grave of sin: and of 

the sound of the archangel's trumpet at the last day, with which all 

that sleep in the dust shall be awakened and summoned before the 

great tribunal. The grave of sin and this world is no place for those 

whom Christ has quickened; they must come forth. Lazarus was 

thoroughly revived, and returned not only to life, but to health. The 

sinner cannot quicken his own soul, but he is to use the means of 

grace; the believer cannot sanctify himself, but he is to lay aside every 

weight and hinderance. We cannot convert our relatives and friends, 

but we should instruct, warn, and invite them, and above all things, 

“DON’T PANIC”. 

 

 


