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'!5 a true community financial institution,

we've been providing our own unigue brand
of hometown service and value to those who
live, work, and own businesses in the areas
we serve for a long time. When you visit any
of our offices, you can always expect to be
greeted by a familiar face. Because our
employees are not only experienced,
professional bankers, they're also your friends
and neighbors who live in and love their
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Presidential Greetings

Greetings and welcome to the Oconee County Branch NAACP
38™ Annual Freedom Fund Awards Dinner. The Dinner would not be 4
successful without your being here with us this evening.
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Our theme this year is: Empowering Change: Voices of Unity! The ' E U Ve Sa
NAACP Continues to be the first line of defense for many across the country who have experienced injus-
tice. The NAACP Oconee County Branch is committed and “ALL-IN” the fight for justice, equality, and
fairness.

We must ensure that all communities can live safely from violence, domestic threats from hate groups, vio-
lent right-wing extremist are growing and threatening the happiness and well-being of those in our commu-
nities. WE MUST ACT NOW!

We must continue to grow our organization through memberships, through supporting our leaders in ad-
dressing the economic challenges facing thousands of families, issues of racial profiling, and to ensure our
voice is heard through voter registration and getting out the vote.

This year we partnered with the League of Women Voters to hold registration drives in the local schools
and in the community to get people registered to vote. In April we held our Spring Education Forum with
the School District of Oconee County; a forum where community members can learn what the major goals
are for the district, and the community can get involved to ensure a positive educational experience for our
students. In September, we joined with other community partners to host the first of many “Community
Forums,” with the goal of engaging our youth as they are our leaders of tomorrow. I would like to thank
those members from the Oconee Branch who have stepped up and worked diligently to organize and sup-
port all our endeavors. Our work must continue.

Lastly, I want to thank our sponsors,

NAACP members, volunteers, friends, v ;i
members of the community and the Free- :
dom Fund Planning Committee for helping @ e
make this program a great success.

Again, thank you for your support!
Mr. George Anderson, Jr.

President
NAACP Oconee County Branch

“I know one thing we did right...was the day we started to fight...keep your eyes on the prize...Hold On!”
Civil Rights Movement Song

J
l\v' y /i
i

- OEDP

~THE OCONEE COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTYY

Let’s Get Out the Vote for Harris & Walz
and Bryon Best in US House 3
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Every 2nd and 4th Sunday

10:00 AM

Rev. Lester Grant, Pastor

Brother Kenneth Speed, Senior Trustee

P. O. Box 555, Townville, SC 29689

Derrick Johnson

President and
Chief Executive Officer

October 5, 2024

Greetings:

With great pleasure, I congratulate you all and offer my sincerest
appreciation to the NAACP Oconee Branch on your Annual Freedom
Fund Awards Dinner, “Empowering Change: Voices of Unity.” Serving
at the helm of the nation’s leading civil rights organization is the
highlight of my career. At this pivotal moment in history, it is my
continued privilege to stand alongside every branch and state conference
as we unite in our mission for meaningful and equitable change across
this country.

We are dedicated to eliminating racial hatred and racial discrimination. And though we face renewed challenges
from adversaries at the state, federal, and judicial levels; the NAACP remains All In on our commitment to Black
equity, refusing to be marginalized in a country we helped to build. Our story matters, and you—our leaders,
volunteers, and members—are its champions. You are the cornerstone of our work, and because of you, we have
the momentum necessary to carry us forward into a brighter future.

Our vision for the United States includes building a more inclusive economy, reinforcing equity in education,
advancing voting rights, making accessible and affordable healthcare a reality, and ending environmental and
climate injustices. We are leading the nation’s most extensive data-driven Black civic engagement initiative, and
you are the key players, extending our reach into communities nationwide. Our resolve has never been stronger.

Our legal and policy teams are advancing voting rights and justice in places like South Carolina, and Mississippi,
and this is just the beginning. We will persist until student debt relief is achieved and ensure high voter turnout in
November to build a representative body that aligns with our priorities and not those from Project 2025.

We are shifting from a posture of reaction to one that allows us to go boldly forward. We are not just surviving,
we are leveraging our rich culture to reach new heights as a community. We possess everything necessary to
achieve our goals and the power to effect the changes we seck, and we are harnessing that power. We will remain
committed and energized in our mission to build a more perfect union, regardless of obstacles along the way.

We will fight for policies that will advance, not undermine our progress. We will fight for our community,
standing as a united front as we head to the ballot box to defeat fascism, defend democracy, and determine our
futures. We will fight to demand the change we need in order to achieve the equity we deserve.

Let us remain All In on making the dreams of our ancestors a reality. Thank you.

Peace and Power,

i) A

Derrickl/J ohnson

Natlonal Assoclatlon for the Advancement of Colored People
4805 Mt Hope Drive - Baltimore MD 21215-3297 - 410.580.5777 « 877.622.2798 - naacp.org




Chairman Greetings

Greetings,

Welcome to the 2024 Oconee County Branch NAACP Freedom Fund Awards
Dinner. Our theme this year is: Empowering Change: Voices of Unity.

For over 115 years, the NAACP has been in the forefront of the struggle for

civil rights, and the struggle continues. The Annual Freedom Fund Awards

Dinner is our largest fundraiser and provides the opportunity for the Oconee County Branch to continue pro-
grams and initiatives in pursuit of the NAACP’s longstanding mission” to ensure the political, educational,
social, and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate racial hatred and discrimination.

The devastating attacks on Black and brown Americans continues. It is deeply disheartening that we are con-
stantly targeted in so many ways based on the color of our skin. We continue to face issues of book banning,
voter suppression tactics, gerrymandering, lack of access to affordable housing and healthcare, a lack of
funding in public education, just to name a few. There is still much to be done to disrupt inequality and accel-
erate change, and the Oconee County Branch is ALL-IN when it comes to fighting for justice and equality.

I am honored to serve as chair of the Freedom Fund Awards Dinner again this year. Tonight, scholarship will

be awarded to deserving graduating high school seniors. We will also recognize new Silver Life members and
longstanding corporate partners. This promises to be a spectacular evening that offers entertainment, infor-
mation, and inspiration.

| would like to extend a special thank you to our sponsors and advertisers for your continued support of the
work we do. | thank the Freedom Fund Planning Committee for your diligent work to ensure a successful
event. We extend sincere thanks to Former SC Senator, The Honorable Maggie Wallace Glover, for accepting
our invitation to give the keynote address. And finally, we thank all of you for attending and supporting the
2024 NAACP Oconee County Branch Freedom Fund Awards Dinner!

Please enjoy yourselves this evening and may God continue to richly bless you!

Yours in Justice and Peace,

Kathy Jenkins, Chair
Freedom Fund Committee

“I know one thing we did right...was the day we started to fight...keep your eyes on the prize...Hold On!”
Civil Rights Movement Song
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Pactor 1], Michael Yolindon ) :
& Suow Fill Baptior Qhanch Family Congratulations!

Oconee County Branch
NAACP

38" Annual Freedom Fund
Awards

For her dedicated service to
Oconee County Branch of NAACP
and the Ist recipient of
Oconee Branch Woman of the Year.
Thank you Mom for all you have done for

your Family and your Community.

-Renelda, Andrea (RIP), Libby, Tammy,
Michael & Adrian




IN LOVING MEMORY
OF DEACON JAMES HAWTHORNE Jr.

Our Beloved,

As a husband, father and grandfather - your wife, Mag-
dalene Hathorne, Daughters: Andrea Jacob, Sharon
Hardy, Colette Rhue, and Dr. Valencia Hawthorne,

Son-in-Laws: Stephen Jacob, Franklin Hardy and Felix

Rhue I, Grandchildren: Stephen Jacob Jr., Lawrence
Jacob, Sommer Hardy and Caitlyn Rhue and God
Grandchild: Chloe Briggs, we will never forget you.

“Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one:
and every man shall receive his own reward accord-
ing to his own labour:” 1 Corinthians 3:8 KJV

1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
001
002

Mt. Nebo
Ebenezer
Mt. Nebo
Mt. Olive
Mt. Olive
Ebenezer
Mt. Olive
Snow Hill
Mt. Nebo
Snow Hill
Mt. Olive
Ozion
Ozion
Ozion

Mt. Olive
Ebenezer

4 ‘:‘?\

P[] i
- £

Past Women of the Year Winners
1st Woman of the Year: Mrs. Joann Hardy, New Galilee

Ms. Deborah Y. Smith
Mrs. C. Gail Johnson
Ms. Diane Anderson
Mrs. Drucilla L. Mayes
Mrs. Shirley L. Kilpatrick
**Ms. Berlethia Pitts
Mrs. Gladys M. Gaines
**Mrs. Ella Grant
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**Won SC State Conference
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*Mrs. Joan Jenkins

Ms. Brianna Mayes

Miss Hailey Morris

Mrs. Mia Lee

Mrs. Maranda Fleming
Ms. Brenda Carson

Ms. Brenda Carson
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Our Mistress of Ceremonies
Dr. Berlithia J. Pitts

Berlethia J. Pitts is a servant-leader educator. She believes in challenging the
young and the mature to continue to strive to become the best they can because
she knows the words of the United Negro College Fund slogan to be true: A
mind is a terrible thing to waste.

She is a tenured full professor of English and African American Studies at Fort
Valley State University (FVSU) where she has served on faculty since 2001.

In 2008, she was recognized as the “FVSU John W. Davison Teacher of the Year.”

Professionally, she is a member of the American Association of University Women, the Georgia Or-
ganization for Student Success, the Georgia Association for Women in Higher Education, the National
Council of Teachers of English, a charter member of the University of Georgia 1961 Club, and a life-
time member of the FVSU National Alumni Association.

Personally, she is a native of the Perry Hill Community of Seneca, SC; an active member of Hope
Church of Warner Robins, Georgia and Ebenezer Baptist Church of Seneca, South Carolina; and a
spiritual member of New Vision Ministries Church of Newberry, South Carolina. She is the daughter
of Edna Pitts-Reid and the late City Councilman Charles Reid, and Johnny and Ruby Jones.

Berlethia has a passion for teaching, learning, and liberating. She believes teaching is her appointed
purpose and calling. She knows that learning how to teach and reach students, “scholars”, is not an
easy task, nor a task that is ever finished. Therefore, she considers herself a lifelong scholar of learn-
ing and educating.

She holds a Bachelor of Journalism degree from the University of Georgia; Master’s degrees in Eng-
lish and African American Studies from Clemson University and Temple University respectively; and
a Doctorate degree in African American Studies from Temple University—all which she earnestly de-
clares she earned by her family’s prayers, love, support and sacrifices—especially her mom’s.

Berlethia, who is often called or refer to as Peace and Love, has as her life’s philosophy and God-
given purpose to extend Peace and Love to all whom she encounters. She embraces this assignment
from Jude 1:2 — May mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.

Blue Ridge Bank

Home. Town. Banking.

www.blueridge.bank




Our Keynote Speaker

“/ Securing Your Retirement Dreams
VIVIAN McWHORTER-HUBBARD

Represgenting the National Life Group
403(bj, IRA, ROTH IRA, & 401k Rollovers

Maggie Wallace Glover

Maggie Wallace Glover has earned widespread recognition for
- achieving a string of “firsts” in South Carolina. In 1983, the former
‘ schoolteacher became the first African American woman elected to

National Marketing Director serve on the Florence District One School Board. In 1988, she ran as

Retirement Specialist a Democrat and achieved another “first” being the first African

Amerlcan woman elected from the Sixth Congressional District to the South Carolina House of Rep-

ValuTeachers

Retired Educator
MEd., NBCT

864-247-5180

vhubbard@vwvaluteachers.com

Nm A; especially for you”

Ladies Apparel
263 Market Street+ Dogwood Plza
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ELECTRICIAN?

CALL
POOLE
ELECTRICAL

864-324-4338

resentatives. She served two terms in the House and in 1992, ran unopposed for a seat in the South
Carolina Senate. This was a “first” too, as no political candidate in the state has gone unopposed in
first bid for a legislative seat. So, when the South Carolina General Assembly convened in Janu-
ary,1993, Maggie Glover made history as the first African American woman to ever serve in the
South Carolina Senate. She served until 2004, and it would unfortunately take another decade to elect
its' second African American female senator.

Over her 17 years in the General Assembly, Senator Glover became an icon in the state as a voice for
the poor, the elderly, women and children. She was an outspoken pioneer who was the primary or co-
sponsor to well over 50 bills, many of which garnered national attention: i.e. the first proposed route
for Interstate-1-73, Dr. King’s State Holiday and the Confederate flag. While there was much debate
over a 38-year history of the Confederate flag in this state, Senator Glover is credited with introducing
the first bill to ask for its removal. She, too, helped to enact South Carolina’s successful Education
Lottery in 2001 and introduced the legislation that created the HOPE/LIFE Scholarship that allows
many B-average students to benefit from the lottery. The number of African American students re-
ceiving LIFE scholarships has significantly increased. Additionally, she co-sponsored the legislation
which allocates more than $68 million annually in lottery funds to the states’ five Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). This is the first time in this state’s history that state funds were
allocated to our private institutions: Allen, Benedict, Claflin, Morris and Voorhees.

Maggie Wallace Glover also received: In1978-United States Army Commendation Medal- receive
medal in conjunction with Honorable Discharge because of her outstanding performance and service
as a US soldier from 1975-78. 1993- Senator Glover was presented the highest award a South Caro-
linian can receive-The Order of the Palmetto-for her tireless efforts toward the advancement of all
South Carolina citizens.2004-Awarded an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree from Morris
College for outstanding achievements as a civil servant. 2004-Induction into the South Carolina Black
Hall of Fame: because her labor and talents earned her this distinction.July 31,2016, Dr. Glover RE-
TIRED while serving as Director of Developmental Improvement Programs and Special Activities at
Morris College, Sumter, SC.

Maggie Wallace Glover is a native of Florence, South Carolina. She is the daughter of the late Fulton
and the late Ethel Wallace. Dr. Glover earned a BS degree in English/Speech and Theatre Minor from
Fayetteville State University and a Master of Education Degree in Guidance and Counseling from
Francis Marion University. She is mother to one daughter-Marisa Glover Jordan and now grandmoth-
er to 13-year-old grandson, William Chancellor Jordan, who is the absolute apple of her eye. Senator
Glover is also Auntie Mama to her deceased sister's children- Natasha and Tarek DeVaughan who she
raised. Tarek's two children- Jahleel (1st born grandson-now 23 years old) and Lauryn (2nd born-
now 16 years old) both taught her the love, joy and responsibility of being a grandmother. Maggie
Glover is also a life-long member of Savannah Grove Baptist Church, Effingham, SC where the Hon-
orable Rev. Dr. Ralph Canty, Sr (SC House: 1991-94) has been pastor for the past 55 years (1968-
2023).




Richland Baptist Churceh

PO Box 1394
Located at 130 N. Strawberry Farm Road
Seneca, SC 29678
Church Phone: 864-882-4901

Pastor: Dr. Rondey Bolden
864-313-9237

Sunday Morning Worship — 10:00 AM
Facebook - www.facebook.com/RBC-Richland-Bapist-Church-
469468683143011

Wednesday Bible Study — 6:00 PM 4
Conference Call — (605) 472-5624
Access Code 207929+#




Congratulations
onh the 2024
Oconee County
Branch

First Female President Best Wishes To
of the

Oconee County Branch NAACP Twentyt-Nine Years of Service

“Either America will Destroy Ignorance or Ignorance will Destory the United States”
-W.E.B. DuBois

She participated Nineteen Consecutive years rallying in Columbia, South Carolina to remove the
Confederate Flag from the State House. "\;‘;
She worked alongside Sis. Caroline Rivers, wife of Rev. Nelson Rivers, on the Com j Jtte/-ggs  State
Women of the Year Pageant, of which the Oconee County Branch had.n mo re winners -_ runi ps th@n
any other Branch during h‘er tenure :
In 2006, during her tenure as President, of the Oconee County ﬁ'ranch,
County fought a plan to cut Martin Luther King, Jr. day as

Pioneers who helped start with Beverly’s involveme the
E.W. Whittenburg Joang J. Har and L

_ )'
// % “Thank you and Congratulatlons to our Mo!; el dr h <man

4 %
Angela, Robert and Aretta Jenkins 3
Grandchildren and Great- Grandchildren o




* WORSHIP * PRAISE *FELLOWSHIP * LOVE * HARMONY *
* REUNION * FAMILY * INSPIRATION * MOTIVATION *

Congratulations and Best Wishes
NAACP

SUNDAY WORSHIP CELEBRATION ¢ 10:30 AM
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
JOIN US IN-PERSON

A v dhiving eoorionte!

Classes are held on Saturdays

at Blue Ridge Community Center
315 Holland Ave, Seneca, SC

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED

/N
/" FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Y OUR STAFF HAS OVER 100 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

/" WEAREREADY WHEN YOU ARE




Seneca River Baptist
Brotherhood

Calvin Gibson Larry Richardson  Terrell Lewis
David Walker 4. %) DeVoid McCauley
Leon Davis 2 j Willie Washington

Willie Jenkins ‘ et Dexter Robinson

Melvin Henderson Rooselvelt Walker

Robert Jones ™= Jeff Wilson Clarence Mays

Be strong and take N [

heart, all you who )

. In God we Trust Allin one
hope in the Lord. P—
Psalm 31:24 , :

Committed to Equality and Inclusion

BASF Environmental Catalysts and Metal Solutions
(ECMS) in Seneca proudly supports the NAACP's
mission of justice and equality. We are committed to
fostering diversity, equity, and inclusion within our
workplace and community. Through initiatives like our
employee resource groups, we strive to create a culture
where everyone is respected and valued.

To learn more about job O-BASF
opportunities, visit basf.us/seneca Ve sregie chapiety

Charles F. Mulwee, Sr. C ing one heart
Founder and one ming ar

1t
203.998.8600 Ll b

85003 Non-Profit Organization

Community e ALL SERVICES ARE FREE

Community Trea 1 |7 Food Box Delivery
Backpack Giveaways Communitytree 1 @gmail.com
Birthday Toy Giveaways Communitytree1.com
Coat Giveaways
Easter Basket Giveaways
Christmas Toys Giveways
Community Tree is an Official Member of the Community Tree is an approved resource
Oconee County Chamber of Commerce Mother/Son Dances provider for “A Call to Action Dcones
Father/Daugther Dances

Community Tree is approved by D)) to mentor youth and provide community
service hours for those sentenced to do community service.




CONGRATULATIONS

conee County Branch
on your 38th Annual

-
MATTER WHAT

HENRY JENKINS
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RIDE & SHINE

Corner of Walnut & Wells Hwy
Sehneca, 5C 29678

Detail & Car Wash

364-247-8855




Grant's Air Conditioning and Heating

William C. Grant

Owner
219 Grant's A/C Drive
Westminster, SC 29693
(864)647-9278

W. Robert Owens |r.

Attomey at Law
122 E Main Sureet
Walhalla. S.C. 29691

1el: (8b1) 688-7242
Fax: (861) 638 73038
rowensh7@vahoo.com

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1157
Walhalla, S.C. 2969)




LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING

NEGRO NATIONAL ANTHEM

James Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and Heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet,
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered;
Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
Thou Who hast brought us thus far on the way;
Thou Who hast by Thy might, led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee.
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee.
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand,

True to our God, true to our native land.

John Rosamond Johnson

NAACP

Oconee County Branch

Thirty-Eighth Annual Freedom Fund Awards Dinner
Empowering Change: Voices of Unity
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Blessing
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Keynote Speaker
Student Scholarship Awards

Freedom Fund Partner Awards
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crerneereeenenesnnneennene o M. Willie Washington
Vice President, Oconee County Branch NAACP

S Sl . 2. V. 4. . £ B Berlethia J. Pitts
Professor of English & African Studies, Fort Valley State University
Rev. Cameron Townes

Pastor, Pleasant Hill Baptist Church

Ms. Cindy Speed
Silver Life Member, Oconee County Branch NAACP

Rev. Charles Crooks
Silver Life Subscribing Member, Oconee County Branch NAACP

DINNER IS SERVED
Dinner Music by Mr. David Walker

Lady Andrea Sims
Spartanburg, SC

Mr. Daniel W. Alexander
Mayor, Seneca City Council

Mr. Tim Hall
Mayor, City of Walhalla

Ms. Anna Ruth May
Council Member, City of Westminster

Mrs. Beverly Jenkins
Past President and Gold Life Member, Oconee County Branch NAACP

cereeeneee.Lady Andrea L. Sims
Spartanburg, SC

The Honorable Maggie Wallace Glover

Former South Carolina Senator

Dr. Curtis White
Chairperson, Scholarship Awards Committee, Oconee County Branch NAACP

Mr. Willie Jenkins
Legal Redress Committee, Oconee County Branch NAACP

Recognition of New Life Members &

Acknowledgements/Closing Remarks

Benediction

Mr. George Anderson, Jr.
President, Oconee County Branch NAACP

Rev. Ray Anthony Jones
Pastor, Mt. Nebo Baptist Church




