N I ViIing ion Tur D

Recl ai ming th
Z ¢!'v2 -—-¢f+BvV 8
L B S

¢k 828 8-VM2 8 vMz z Mf + ¢ ¢ Mz
zzf-M EMIMZMES88 * ¢ 8v
Z8 8- fZ¢K vfifzM




Féderal

’!5 d true community financial institution,

we’ve been providing our own unique brand

Oconee

of hometown service and value to those who
live, work, and own businesses in the areas
we serve for a long time. When you visit any
of our offices, you can always expect to be
greeted by a familiar face. Because our
employees are not only experienced,
professional bankers, they're also your friends
and neighbors who live in and love their
communities just as you do.

(864) 882-2765

www.oconeefederal.com

Offices in Seneca, Walhalla and Westminster, SC

Toccoa and Clayton, GA
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Congratulations to the NAACP on the 39" Annual
Freedom Fund Dinner and Awards Banquet

In appreciation for the many years of
Leadership, Dedication & Support to our
Community

SENECA CITY COUNCIL
Mayor Daniel W. Alexander
Mayor Pro Tem Ronnie O’Kelley
Lekesha Benson
Scott Durham
WC Honeycutt, Jr.

Dana Moore
Ernest Riley
Denise Rozman
Joel Ward




NAACP

Derrick Johnson
President and
Chief Executive Officer

October 25, 2025

NAACP OCONEE COUNTY BRANCH:

I am pleased to congratulate you on the occasion of your Freedom Fund
Awards Dinner, “Thriving in Turbulent Times: Reclaiming the Narrative.”
Thank you for your faithful service and commitment. It remains my
privilege to work alongside members, volunteers, and leaders of our
tremendous NAACP branches and state conferences.

I greet you with deep gratitude and resolve, recognizing particularly at this
point in time the gravity of our work — our response to perhaps the greatest
calling of this generation. We are witnessing a total demolition of our democracy and being force-fed a lie that to
make America great again, we have to make America hate again. We have seen the passing of one of the worst pieces
of legislation in recent history that will devastate communities all across our country, with the exception of the
wealthiest who will receive over $4 trillion in tax breaks.

We see the rise of authoritarianism and the suppression of freedom, progress, equity, and justice for which many
whom we love and revere gave their very lives. We are seeing fear manifested — fear of minds that think freely and
institutions that look like America. Maps are being redrawn to silence our voices, laws rewritten to suppress our
votes, and our history being recasted as fiction. The battle is raging to redefine the role of government to serve only
the wealthy few.

This moment — this resurgence of division, fear, and state-sanctioned discrimination — is not new or insurmountable.
Throughout our history, advancements by Black Americans have triggered individuals, institutions, and systems; from
the rise of the Ku Klux Klan to the destruction of Black Wall Street, all the way to the increase in modern Jim Crow
policies meant to curb our votes and silence our voices. During and after the Civil Rights Era — and still today, our
communities respond through organized, mobilized resistance. The Black response has always been constant,
creative, and adaptive; even in the face of adversity and a hostile political climate.

The Fierce Urgency of Now, echoed from our 116" NAACP National Convention, means we cannot wait for another
generation to do what only we can do. We have launched lawsuits across the country to protect our freedom — not just
to vote but to live with dignity and security — and we’ve already secured major victories. Black communities are not
dumping grounds for corporate ambition. Our children will breathe clean air, live without fear of environmental
harm, and thrive in neighborhoods free from toxic neglect. We must organize and fund our freedom like never before.
We must march, register, protest, legislate, educate, and mobilize like never before. We must demand not just
representation but reckoning; not just opportunity but ownership; not just visibility but victory. The opposition is
loud, but the movement must be louder. This is an American movement, a fight for humanity and the very soul of this
nation. We are built and tested for this. We will do this together, because when we fight — we win!

Peace and Power,

.

DerrickIJ ohnson

Natlonal Assoclatlon for z5e Advancement of Colored People
4805 Mt Hope Drive « Baltimore MD 21215-3297 « 410.580.5777 - 877.622.2798 - naacp.org




NAACP

George Anderson, Jr.
President
Oconee County Branch

October 25, 2025

Greetings and welcome to the Oconee County Branch NAACF’s 39th Annual
Freedom Fund Awards Dinner. We are deeply henored by your presence
tonight—your support and participation are essential to the success of this
event. This year’s theme is: “Thriving in Turbulent Times: Reclaiming the
MNarrative!”

Across the nation, the NAACP continues to serve as a vital line of defense for those who face injustice.

Here in Oconee County, our branch remains steadfast and “ALL IN" in the fight for justice, equality, and fairness for
all. We are living in a time where communities are increasingly under threat—from viclence, from domestic hate
groups, and from rising extremism. These forces challenge the well-being, safety, and freedom of our neighbors.
We must act now.

Our charge is clear:

We must strengthen our crganization by increasing membership, by advocating for solutions to the economic
challenges facing thousands of families, and by confronting issues such as racial profiling. Most importantly, we
must ensure our voices are heard at the ballot box through voter registration and mobilization.

This year, the Oconee County Branch has made significant strides through strategic partnerships and beld

advocacy:

+ We c:yullabn-rated with the SC State NAACP, Cover SC and the SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center to host
health coverage awareness and assistance workshops, focused on helping those in the “coverage gap™—
residents who are uninsured but do not qualify for Medicaid or ACA subsidies. Our work underscores the
urgent need for Medicaid expansion in South Carolina.

*  Atthe county level, we stood firm in opposing Ordinance 2025-05, which sought to eliminate funding for
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) programs within county government. We submitted a formal Position
Statement and made our voices heard.

*  We met with the Oconee County Sheriff to continue building positive, productive community relationships.
Strong fies with law enforcement are essential to ensuring puklic safety, transpareney, and trust. We are
also confinuing cur efforts to foster collaboration and engagement with local police departments in Seneca,
Westminster, and Walhalla, ensuning complete transparency, accountability, and the pursuit of justice.

* We engaged with our local state legislators to express our concerns on issues impacting our community and to
advocate for policy solutions.

*  We are continuing our collaboration with the League of Women Voters and other local partners to educate
residents about the importance of voting and being informed about the candidates and their platforms.

| want to take this moment to sincerely thank the dedicated members of the Oconee Branch who have stepped up
and worked tirelessly to support our mission and organize our initiatives. Your commitment is the heartbeat of our
success. Our work must confinue.

Lastly, | extend heartfelt thanks to our sponsors, NAACF members, volunteers, community partners, and the
Freedom Fund Planning Committee. Your genercus support and unwavering belief in justice make this evening—
and all cur efforts —possible.

Thank you and enjoy the rest of this powerful evening.
Grorge pmelersom
George Anderson

Oconee County Branch - P0. Box 575 - Seneca, SC 29679
(B64) §72-6122 - www.naacpoconee.org




Greetings from the Freedom Fund Committee
Welcome to the 2025 NAACP Oconee County Branch
Freedom Fund Awards Dinner

Our theme this year, The Oconee County
“Thriving in Turbulent Branch remains all in—fully
Times: Reclaiming the committed to advancing
Narrative,” reflects our meaningful change.
continued commitment

to justice, equity, and
empowerment amid

This evening, we will
celebrate our collective

ongoing challenges. I progress and honor thos_e
who help move our mission

For over 116 years, the NAACP has stood _ forward. Scholarships

at the forefront of the fight for civil rights— Wil be presented to deserving high school

and that fight endures. The Freedom Fund ~ 9raduates, and we will recognize our Life

Awards Dinner is the Oconee County Members and longstanding corporate partners

Branch’s largest annual fundraiser. It enables for their unwavering support.
us to sustain and expand initiatives that align

with the NAACP’s mission: to ensure the We are honored to welcome

political, educational, social, and economic ~ Judge Merl Code as our keynote speaker—
equality of rights for all persons and to thank you for accepting our invitation and for
eliminate racial hatred and discrimination. the wisdom you bring to this gathering.

We gather tonight with purpose and resolve. A heartfelt thank you to our sponsors and
The attacks on Black and brown communities advertisers. Your continued support makes
persist—from voter suppression, book bans, Our work possible. And to each of you joining
and gerrymandering to inequities in housing, US tonight—thank you for standing with us.
healthcare, and public education. These Your presence and partnership are deeply
challenges are not new, but neither is our appreciated.

determination to overcome them. There is still

much work to be done to dismantle systemic We hope you enjoy a night filled with

barriers and build a just and inclusive future. ~ €ntertainment, inspiration, and celebration.
May God continue to bless you abundantly.

Yours in Justice and Peace,
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CHEVROLET
Together let's drive’

RONNIE O'KELLEY
Sales & Leasing Consultant

T: (864) 683-9556 EXT 107
F: (864) 718-83%1
C:(864) 7840299
ronnieckelley.scenic@gmail.com

3449 Blue Ridge Blvd. | West Union SC 29696







