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Our Mistress of Ceremonies 
Mrs. Vivian McWhorter-Hubbard 

ValuTeachers / National Life Group 
Retirement Specialist & Wealth Manager 
Senior Vice President for SC Area 

 
Vivian McWhorter-Hubbard is a former educator who enjoyed 
33 years as a teacher and literacy coach in our great state of 
SC. She is currently loving life by spending quality time with 
family /friends, traveling, wine tasting, antique car showings, 
and gardening. Her passion as an educator has turned into a 

blessed second career; educating and helping others live the lifestyle they desire in 
preparation for their retirement.   
  
Vivian is lovingly married to Eric L. Hubbard and is the daughter of Albert and Cecelia 
McWhorter.  On this beautiful journey of life, Vivian is grounded, shielded, and knows 
all her blessings come from our Heavenly Father above whom she gives all the highest 
honor and glory in her life.  
 
“Vivian’s life was centered around teaching elementary and middle school students for 
more than 30+ years... Now, as a Retirement Specialist, she has added Financial Edu-
cation into the mix for Everyone!" 



 

Our Keynote Speaker 

The Honorable Judge Merl F. Code 

 
Merl F. Code is an attorney at the law office of Ogletree, Dea-
kins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C. Mr. Code has been an ac-
tive board member of over 30 organizations serving the inter-
ests of the Upstate, such as The Palmetto Institute, Minority 
Economic Development Institute, BB&T Bank of South Caro-

lina, Clemson University Advisory Board, and the Greater Greenville YMCA, to name 
a few. In addition to serving as a board member, Mr. Code has also served as Chairman 
for several of these organizations, including, but not limited to, the Greenville Chamber 
of Commerce, Phillis Wheatley Association, University Center of Greenville, and the 
United Way of Greenville. Mr. Code's list of successful endeavors includes Owner/CEO 
of Precision Tool Manufacturing, Owner/Chairman of Code Insurance Associates, and 
president of Code & Associates Sports Management Agency.  
 
In addition, Mr. Code is the first African American to chair the Greenville County Unit-
ed Way Board of Directors, the first African American to serve as Chairman of the 
Board of Governors for the University Center of Greenville, the first African American 
Municipal Court Judge, and the first African American to become Chairman of the 
Greater Greenville Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Code received the Order of the Palmet-
to and the Compleat Lawyer Award by the SC Bar Association, and had been inducted 
into the North Carolina A&T Hall of Fame and the South Carolina Black Hall of Fame. 
Mr. Code's law practice concentrates in the areas of positive employee relations and di-
versity. He has more than 40 years of trial level experience, and has served as a certi-
fied Mediator for over 25 years.  
 
Merl serves as Co-Chair on the United Way of Greenville County's Racial Equality and 
Economic Mobility Commission (REEM). The Commission was formed in the summer 
of 2020 to convene around matters of racial inequities, social justice, and disparities in 
key areas that negatively impact the Black community in Greenville County, SC.  
 













 

Ebenezer Baptist Church of Seneca 
      
   .Pastor WC Honeycutt, Jr., Pastor 
 Deacon Curtis D. White Sr., Chairman                                    Deacon James Lewis,  Vice Chairman  
 Mrs. Jackie Jackson, Clerk                                                         Mrs. Linda H. Henderson, Treasurer 

P.O. Box 1322, 506 E. South 2nd Street, Seneca, SC 29679 
 

 
* WORSHIP * PRAISE *FELLOWSHIP * LOVE * HARMONY * 

* REUNION * FAMILY * INSPIRATION * MOTIVATION * 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship Celebration ⬧ 10:30 am 

Join Us on FaceBook 

Join Us In-Person 

 

Congratulations and Best Wishes  
NAACP 
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Oconee County Branch NAACP on your 
39th Annual Freedom Fund Celebration 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 
NEGRO NATIONAL ANTHEM 

James Weldon Johnson                                                                                 John Rosamond Johnson 

 
 

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and Heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet, 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered; 

Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
Thou Who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou Who hast by Thy might, led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee. 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee. 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand, 
True to our God, true to our native land. 



NAACP 
Oconee County Branch 

Thirty-Ninth Annual Freedom Fund Awards Dinner 

Thriving in Turbulent Times: Reclaiming the Narrative 
Saturday, October 25, 2025   6:00 PM 

 
 

Opening Remarks…....………………………………………..…............................Mr. Dexter Robinson 
Executive Committee, Oconee County Branch NAACP 

 

Mistress of Ceremonies.………………………………………..…..........................Mrs. Vivian Hubbard 
Senior Vice President, Valu Teachers 

 

“Lift Every Voice and Sing”……………..…………………...…………………………….......Audience  
 
 

Invocation………………………..…………..………………..……….……..…...Rev. James C. Phillips 
 Pastor, Double Springs Baptist Church  

 

Welcome………………………..…………..………………..……….……...…...Mr. Willie Washington 
 Vice President, NAACP Oconee County Branch NAACP  

  

Blessing of the Food…………………………………...……………………………...Mr. Isaiah Mulwee 
NAACP Youth Council 2024 Scholarship Award Recipient 

  
DINNER IS SERVED 

Dinner Music by Mr. David Walker 
 
 

Musical Performance………...……………….……………..…………...………......Mr. Gerald Oglesby 
Mt. Olive Baptist Church 

 

Greetings……………………………………………………….…..The Honorable Daniel W. Alexander  
Mayor, Seneca City Council 

 

Greetings……………………………………………………………………………...Mr. Kevin Bronson  
Administrator, City of Westminster 

 

Greetings……………………………………………………………………...……..…..Dr. Sandra Sloan  
Board of Trustees, School District of Oconee County 

 

Introduction of Speaker….…………….....….……………………….…..Mr. Edward Delane Rosemond 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church 

  

Musical Performance………...……………….……………..…………...………......Mr. Gerald Oglesby 
Mt. Olive Baptist Church   

Keynote Speaker………………………………...……….……………...…The Honorable Merl F. Code 
Municipal Court Judge and Attorney, Ogletree Deakins, Greenville, SC 

  

Student Scholarship Awards….……………………………..………………..……..Ms. Ashley Dunston  
Executive Committee, Oconee County Branch NAACP 

  

Freedom Fund Partner Awards……...……………………………………..……..Mr. Willie Jenkins, Sr.  
Chairman, Legal Redress Committee, Oconee County Branch NAACP 

  

Special Award Presentation & 
Acknowledgements………………….……………………………..…………..Mr. George Anderson, Jr.  

President, Oconee County Branch NAACP 
  

Benediction………………..………………...….…………………….....….……...…Elder Paula Jenkins 
 Love Story Church, Greenville, SC  











  

NEED AN  
ELECTRICIAN? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL  
POOLE  

ELECTRICAL 

864-324-4338 





 

IN LOVING MEMORY  
OF DEACON JAMES HAWTHORNE Jr. 

 
Our Beloved, 

 
As a husband, father and grandfather - your wife, Mag-

dalene Hathorne, Daughters: Andrea Jacob, Sharon 
Hardy, Colette Rhue, and Dr. Valencia Hawthorne, 

Son-in-Laws: Stephen Jacob, Franklin Hardy and Felix 
Rhue II, Grandchildren: Stephen Jacob Jr., Lawrence 

Jacob, Sommer Hardy and Caitlyn Rhue and God 
Grandchild: Chloe Briggs, we will never forget you. 

 
“Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: 
and every man shall receive his own reward accord-

ing to his own labour:” 1 Corinthians 3:8 KJV 
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