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DUES ARE DUE!

Thank you to all the
RL, AUX & SAL
members who
have paid their

2012 dues.
Anyone who has
not paid their dues
by January 31 will
be suspended of
privileges until their
dues are paid.
Unpaid member
names will be posted
in the Lounge.

Spend a Minute with a Member

Ray Bender, former Naval Signalman is in his 43rd year as a member of the N.A.
Blanchard Post of the American Legion. Born in Albany, New York Ray’s dad was an Albany
Firefighter. At 17, Ray joined the U.S. Navy. He attended Boot Camp in Sampson, New York
near Buffalo and completed Armed Guard School in Norfolk, Virginia. As a qualified gunner he
was one of 27 Navy men assigned to a Merchant Marine Vessel.

Ray’s first mission was aboard one of 170 Liberty Ships that sailed from the U.S. to
England in 1943 with supplies for the English and United States troops. Following that assign-
ment he headed to the Invasion at Normandy but his orders were changed slightly and was
specifically assigned to the taking of Omaha Beach was the responsibility of United States Army
troops, with sea transport provided by the U.S. Navy and elements of the Royal Navy.

After that Ray qualified as a Signalman and a highly qualified one at that. He was able to
read 14 words per minute by light which far exceeded the Navy’s standard of 8 words per minute.
As a Signalman, Ray headed to Pearl Harbor on an LST (Landing Ship Tank) and was then
assigned to the Destroyer USS Adams headed to Okinawa. While at sea, Ray recalls being passed
a dark pair of sunglasses one day with specific instructions to keep them on. As Ray looked up he
saw a bright light - - - the bombing of Nagasaki, Japan. Ray was discharged April 26, 1946
wearing the American Theater Medal, the Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal, the Victory Medal and
the European African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal.

Upon his return Ray worked at Montgomery Ward and them for NBC, IBS and Millbrook
Bakeries as a Route Manager, retiring in 1986. Ray and his late wife Elsie of 28 years, loved to
dance. Ray recalls many Saturday nights at the Blanchard Post dancing to the Cordialeer’s in the
late 70’s and early 80’s. In his 43 years at the Blanchard Post, Ray has served as Secretary, Bell
Jar Chairman and Part-time Bartender. He continues to enjoy bowling. Ray has three adult
children; Richard, Diane and David.

Last month Ray travelled with 34 other Capital District Veterans to Washington, D.C. on
the Patriot Flight. Ray was moved by the ceremonies and thank you’s he and his comrades
received while entering the Albany Airport and also when arriving in Baltimore as they were
greeted by Cadets from the U.S. Naval Academy.

So, if you every want to know about LST’s or why our Bell Jar Tickets were once
confiscated by the Gaming Commission, .......... just ask Ray.




