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Dodie Pennington knew what the U.S. Army was all about even before she enlisted. Her dad
was a Warrant Officer during World War One and shipped off to France within a month after
Dodie was born. He returned to their Bay Ridge, Brooklyn home within a year but remained on
active duty. Dodie remembers living at Ft. Hamilton, Camp Dix and on Governor’s Island. While
on Governor’s Island she recalled having to take a ferry into Manhattan every day to attend school
in a two-room schoolhouse. That’s didn’t last long because the Commanding Colonel’s wife had
the Army build a two-room schoolhouse right on Governor’s Island. Dodie and her family
followed her dad to Panama where they also lived for a few years before moving to Atlanta, GA.

She finished high school in Atlanta and went on to study at the Atlanta Opportunity School
where she learned typing and general office skills. They then moved to Manila, Philippines where
Dodie went to work and remained after her family returned to the states in October 1940. How-
ever, in 1941 her father called for her to return to the U.S. as world tensions began to rise.
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As World War Two began Dodie enlisted in the Women’s Army Corps. After five weeks of basic training she was selected
for Officer Candidate School in Fort Des Moines, lowa. She received her commission as a Second Lieutenant and was assigned
to the Air Service Command in Orlando, FL. The ASC was responsible for securing equipment and supplies and arranging for
their transport to our troops overseas. Her ASC duty took her to New Guinea where she met Richard Pennington, a First Lieuten-
ant in the Army Signal Corps. Dodie and Richard were married in the Philippines in 1946. When they returned to the states,
Richard was discharged and went to New York City while Dodie was at Ft. Dix where she gave birth to their first child Richard
on a night when she and her husband planned to sneak away to a movie. Richard was followed by Jennifer, Bruce and Cynthia.

Dodie was discharged as a Captain and went on to raise her children in Port Washington, Long Island. Once they grew up,
the kids settled in upstate New York and Dodie and Richard moved to East Berne and then Delmar where they joined the

Blanchard Post. Dodie said that from the minute Richard walked in the door he was welcomed with open arms. They both joined
the Post and were active for many years. Richard passed away in 1988. Dodie remains a resident of Delmar and continues to
enjoy all the friends she has met at the Blanchard Post. Next time you see Dodie thank her for securing all those supplies for our
troops. Our freedom would not be what it is today if it were not for Dodie and others like her who made sure our fighting troops
had what they needed to preserve our freedom.




