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LET'S COOPERATE

We are pleased with the large attend-
ance at all of the functions held since we
have moved into our new building. Such
response is not without problems. We
are all aware of the limited parking
caused by the location of our new build-
ing in the middle of the old parking lot
and the fact that we have not been able
to complete new parking facilities. All
of this will be resolved when we are able
to remove our old building and finish
landscaping the grounds.

In the meantime, let’s remember that
the welfare of the community and its
fire protection is much more important
than any of us parking almost at the
front door of our building. A few people
have parked in such a manner so as to
impede the operation of the Elsmere Fire
Department, something of grave concern
to them and us.

The Fire Department has recently
completed a new parking' lot on the
north end of the building and informed
us that we are welcome to use it. For
those of you who do not know, it is the
end of the building furthest away from
Elsmere Avenue. They do ask that we
refrain from parking in the area south
of their building. This area is needed
for the firemen to park in case of fire.
They can not park in the street, as the
full street is needed to maneuver the fire
apparatus as it leaves the firehouse.

This is a serious matter and we are
all asked to cooperate. We are concerned
with the welfare of our town and are
determined to do all we can to maintain
good relations with our neighbors across
the street. With your help we will.
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Annual Meeting

In accordance with Article IV, Section

3, By-laws of the Constitution of Nathan-
iel Adams Blanchard Post 1040, The
American Legion, notice is hereby given
that the Annual Meeting will be held in
the Post Building, Poplar Drive, Els-
mere, New York, at 8:30 p.m., May 18,
1970. The purpose of such annual meet-
ing is the election of officers and such
other business as may properly be
brought to the floor.

Edward M. Korp

Adjutant

Don’t Lose Your Privilege

At the April 6 meeting it was reported
that 97 men on last year’s roster had
not paid their dues for the year 1970.
Our quota for 1970 is 776. To date we
have signed up 732. It is hard to see
where we would be if all had paid their
dues. To belong to the Legion is a privi-
lege and to belong to Blanchard Post is
doubly so. Failure to pay dues results in
your name automatically being removed
from the rolls.

If you want to maintain your privilege
of belonging to Blanchard Post and the
American Legion, you should pay your
dues IMMEDIATELY. Protect yourself
by making your check payable to the
Nathaniel Adams Blanchard Post 1040
and mail to Robert J. Smith, 144 Hud-
son Avenue, Delmar, N. Y. 12054. Do
it today before you forget.

Coming. ..

In our next issue we hope to have
more news about our baseball team and
complete results on our 1040 keglers.

AMENDMENTS PASSED

Having been duly read and published
the following two amendments to the
By-laws were adopted at the April 6th
Post meeting:

No. 1

So much of Section 1, Article IV of
the By-laws of the Constitution of Na-
thaniel Adams Blanchard Post No. 1040
of the American Legion, Dept. of New
York as reads “The Commander shall
also be an ex - officer member of the
Board of Directors” is amended to read
“The Commander and Finance Officer
shall also be members of the Board of
Directors.”

No. 2

So much of Section 1, Article VII of
the By-laws of the Constitution of Na-
thaniel Adams Blanchard Post No. 1040
of the American Legion, Dept. of New
York as reads “The annual dues of mem-
bers shall be Seven Dollars and fifty
cents ($7.50) payable in advance on the
20th day of October in each year” is
amended to read “The annual dues of
members shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00)
payable in advance on the 20th day of
October in each year.”

BLANCHARD CALENDAR
MONDAY, May 4—The Post Affairs

Committee meets at 7:30 p.m.;
Regular Post meeting at 8:30 p.m.
MONDAY, May 18—Mid-monthly Post
meeting at 8:30; election of officers
TUESDAY, May 19—Blanchard Auxil-

iary meets at 8:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, May 23—Installation of
new Post officers for 1970-71 at 8:00;
dance and buffet following installation

MONDAY, May 25—DBoard of Directors
will meet at 8:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, May 28—County Legion
meets at North Albany Post 1610 at
29 North First Street, Albany, N. Y.

SATURDAY, May 30—Memorial Day
Parade forms at Post Headquarters
at 9:30 a.m.
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Installation Dinner
Installation of new officers will be held

Saturday, May 23 at 8:00 p.m. A buffet
and dance will follow.

To show respect and to give confi-
dence to all our new officers for 1970-71.
It is hoped that a large attendance will
be at the event. Everyone come along—
show them you care—and also have an
evening of fun.

Stars and Stripes Forever

Never before in the history of our
country has it become more important
and necessary to display our National
Flag, then during these times of disre-
gard for law and order. Therefore, in a
continuing effort to have a display of
American Flags on specific holidays,
particularly by ex-servicemen and wo-
men, the Nathaniel Adams Blanchard
Post 1040, American Legion, will again
offer for sale 3x5 ft. cotton bunting 50-
star Flag kits with jointed pole, halyard
and bracket for $3.50 complete.

Kits may be purchased at the Post or
from Flag Chairman George Reeber at
524 Kenwood Avenue, Delmar, N. Y.,
telephone 439-5910.

As an added incentive we will give a
Flag kit free to any honorably dis-
charged Vietnam veteran and also any
Boy or Girl Scout organization in the
Tri-Village area.

George Reeber

GIVE OUR ADVERTISERS YOUR BUSINESS
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BLANCHARD POST
PHONE 439-9819

Hugh W. Stowers
John Ennis
Robert Smith
Lewis Kindberg

Commander
Vice Commanders ..

Adjutant Edward Korp
Finance Officer ... William McGoey
Chaplain ... Rev. Charles H. Kaulfuss
Judge Advocate ... George F. Wenger, Esq.
Sergeant-at-Arms ... John Mullin
Historian Winthrop P. Robinson
Service Officer ... Thomas Piazza, M.D.

Chmn. Board of Directors.....Edward Costigan
Advertising Chairman Guy P. Switzer
Editor Michael Mele

* AUXILIARY NEWS

Auxiliary President’s Corner
By MaArciA ROSENFIELD

President Mrs. Herbert E. Hafley
First Vice Pres. . . Mrs. Robert Rosenfield
Second Vice Pres. ... Mrs. William Campbell

Recording Secretary ... Mrs. Robert Smith
Corresponding Secretary.....Mrs. Donald Smith
TIEASUTEE .oiscsivessisiiuiniiins Mrs. Edwin Tyman

The Spring Card Party was a great
success because you were a helper, an
attendant, a sandwich maker, a contrib-
utor of a door prize, a committee mem-
ber, or a model. President Maud Hafley
would like to extend a thank you to the
personnel of Town & Tweed, members,
guests, and all who shared the responsi-
bility and enjoyment of the evening.

On April 23, four birthdays were
celebrated at the Veterans Hospital. Re-
habilitation Chairman Helen Reynolds
and President Maud passed out canteen
books, cards and cake to the men.

On May 18, a group of pretty gals will
shine brightly on Channel 10’s Dialing-
for-Dollars. We would like to take this
opportunity to explain to the public our
poppy program. Members and guests are
invited to join the group. Please phone
Barbara Palmer (439-5385) or Marcia
Rosenfield (439-6225) to add your name
to the list. Transportation can be pro-
vided.

The next day, May 19, will be our reg-
ular monthly meeting. The Nomination
Committee, under the chairmanship of
Helen Reynolds, will present candidates
for office. Election and installation will
proceed. Also included in the evening
will be a Memorial Service under the
direction of Chaplain Esther Cooke.
Since we lost three of our dear members
this year, the service will be inspira-
tional, yet sad and nostalgic.

No time for leisure. The next day—
May 20—is Poppy Day in our “town.”

On May 26, the County will meet at
our Post. County officers will be the hos-
tesses. County Chaplain Maud Hafley
will prepare a Memorial Service honor-
ing our beloved departed Auxiliary
members.

“In Flanders Field the poppies blow

Between the crosses, row on row . . .

This poem was written in April of 1915
by Col. John McCrea, a Canadian medi-
cal officer. Sadly, within three years, he
too was buried beneath a military cross
on a foreign shore. His immortal words
live on.

The replica of the Poppy of Flanders
Field has meant so much to us over the
years, and through its distribution, has
been of great value to the veteran and
his family.

For 50 golden years red poppies have
been worn proudly by many Americans.
We wear this poppy once a year to sig-
nify the feeling of reverence in our
hearts for the servicemen who died for
America during two World Wars, the
Korean War and the Vietnam Conflict.
The poppy is their flower. It grew along
the battle lines and among the graves of
American dead; because of this it has
become the symbol of their sacrifice.

But in addition to serving as a me-
morial to the war dead, the poppy helps
lighten the burden carried by the men
who returned disabled in mind and in
body. Making poppies gives employment
to veterans who otherwise would not be
able to earn support for themselves and
their families. What form of aid could
be more effective than helping veterans
aid themselves with productive work?
Poppy Day provides an opportuity for
the Tri-Village community to offer en-
couragement and support to these men.

Dimes and dollars contributed during
Poppy Day go directly into the Rehabili-
tation and Child Welfare program of
our Unit. Not one cent is retained by
the organization.

As we distribute poppies, let us say
a silent prayer to God, thanking Him for
the many who did come back home, well
and strong, and asking His Peace upon
those who gave their lives that we might
live in freedom.

In V.A. Hospitals the Poppies grow
Beneath the fingers of ex G.I. Joe,

Who responded to the bugle call
To defend the country for one and all.

Time has passed and still they pay

In hospital rooms, day after day.

Disabled, blind or amputee,

They don’t want our sympathy.

American Legion Poppies are veteran-made
With materials furnished by our Auxiliaries.
A weekly income the patients are paid,

To purchase comforts and necessities.

continued on page three

ROGER’S MUSIC SHOP
Sales * Musical Instruments * Rental
““We service what we sell”
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 10-6
Saturday 9-1 and By Appointment
439-2348

Roger DiNucci Slingerlands

Orchestra for All Occasions

439-4294 ¢ Phone °* 439-4300

Weber Bros., Inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

86 MOSHER ROAD DELMAR, N. Y.

Price-Greenleaf, Inc.

SEED, GARDEN STORE & NURSERY
439-9212

14 Booth Road Delmar, N. Y.
(off Delaware Ave. at A&P)

SHIRT SERVICE
United Cleaning and
Shirt Service
One Hour Cleaning 3 Hour Shirts

156 DELAWARE AVENUE
Shopping Plaza, Delmar

439-2367

L. J. Mullen Pharmacy

""Russell Stover Candies’’
exclusively ours!

PHONE 439-9356

256 Delaware Avenue, Elsmere, N. Y.

HILCHIE'S
AMERICAN HARDWARE

235 DELAWARE AVE., DELMAR
439-9943

SPORTHAVEN
LANES

Completely Modernized

KENWOOD AVE. and ADAMS ST.
IN DELMAR

439-1110
OPEN BOWLING — JOIN A LEAGUE

FOR FAMILY TYPE BOWLING ENJOY

i

John Germann, Prop.

DEL LANES

1 BETHLEHEM COURT IN ELSMERE

24 Lanes °* Air Conditioned
439-2224
Restaurant and Cocktail Lounge

OPEN BOWLING — JOIN A LEAGUE
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A chance to work to retain their pride, but

Production is limited to a community’s stride.

Income tax problems they have none,

But who would trade places, Anyone?

Memorial Day is the time of year

There’s a tug at the heart-string or perhaps
a tear.

Wear a Poppy, our Memorial Flower

Remember our war-dead—Men of the hour.*®

*Written by Mrs. Kathryn Hynes, Unit No. 651

Pride in our Nation, pride in our
servicemen, pride in the goals and pur-
poses of the Poppy Program, pride in
our Unit are all incentives to become a
poppy volunteer. It’s an all-day affair,
from seven in the morning till nine at
night. Some soldiers stopped in time,
some now, hospitalized, idle in time—
but we—we have the richest gift of all,
constructive time. Please volunteer your
services to either Barbara Palmer, 439-

5385 or Marcia Rosenfield, 439-6225.

P-eople will soon wear

O-ver their hearts

P-oppies to show they care.

P-oppies all across the land.

I-n VA hospitals made by hand.

E-fforts will bring benefits to you

S-cholarships, Rehabilitation and
Child Welfare, too.

The President, officers and members
of the Auxiliary send their heartfelt sym-
pathy to Agnes Day on the loss of her
beloved husband, Royce. He brought
friendship, laughter and congeniality in-
to our midst. A sincere thought of un-
derstanding and comfort is sent to the
family. I
MONDAY, May 18—Appearance on the

Dialing-for-Dollars at 9:00 a.m.
TUESDAY, May 19—Regular monthly

meeting, election of officers;

Memorial Service at 8:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, May 20—Poppy Day in

our community; all day.

TUESDAY, May 26—County meeting at

our Post, 8:30 p.m.

Royce Day

The Blanchard Post and many others
will miss a good member, a very fine
gentleman, and a man who never failed
to say hello as you came in the door.
Royce Day many times entertained us
all with a song or two and he wouldn’t
fail to help a member in time of need.

Yes, we all will miss Royce Day and
Blanchard Post sends its sympathy to
Agnes Day and family.

DELMAR LIQUOR STORE

PETE JONES, Prop.

439-1725
WE DELIVER

BROCKLEY'S
Delmar Tavern & Restaurant

"At the four corners’’

395 Kenwood Avenue
Delmar, N. Y.

FOUR CORNERS
DELMAR, NEW YORK

New Scotland Pharmacy
(Stonewell Shopping Center)

1968 NEW SCOTLAND ROAD
SLINGERLANDS, N. Y.

439-6551
Open Sunday until 2 PM

Dexter Davis
STONEWELL SHOPPING CENTER

1968 New Scotland Road
Slingerlands, N. Y.

Town and Tweed, Inc.
Dresses—Sportswear—Accessories

Phone 439-4018
15 DELAWARE PLAZA, DELMAR, N. Y.

Knox Construction Company
(Division of Main Care)

339 DELAWARE AVE., DELMAR, N. Y.
439-2840
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Welss Brauty Saton

EXPERTS IN ALL PHASES OF BEAUTY CULTURE
Our years of quality service assure
you of a fine professional hair style

Elsmere: 11 Delaware Plaza Plattsburgh, New York
439-4411 561-0871

OPEN DAILY 9 to 9 . SATURDAYS 9 to 5

THE Complete FUEL SERVICE . . .
MAIN -Care!

This name can mean a lot to you.
Your name can mean even more to us!

Visit the Carriage Stop . . . Another Main Care Service
For Gas Heating Service and Installations, Call Carl Fraser Heating Service

Division of . . . .
MAIN BROS. OIL CO., INC.
318 Delaware Avenue 439-9951 Delmar, New York

Delmar Travel Agency

(All Your Travel Needs)
Phone 439-5624

210 Delaware Ave. (Near Plaza)
Delmar, N. Y.

BUTLER & BROWN, INC.

e YOUR INSURANCE CENTER -
FINANCING FOR: CARS - TRUCK - BOATS
NMA MOTOR CLUB
Phone 439-9301

230 Delaware Avenue (Colonial Bldg.) Delmar, New York
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Commander Hugh Stowers has named
Past Commander George Butman as the
chairman, with Past Commander Bill
Campbell, Warren Moessner, Bob Smith
and Michael Mele as members of the
Nominating Committee. They nominated
the following members for office in the
coming year. They are:

Commander “Hank” Kindberg
Vice Commanders ... John Ennis
Mike Mele

Joe Cummings

Adjutant Robert Smith
Finance Officer . Edward Korp
Sergeant-at-Arms . Walt Smith
Judge Advocate __ Geo. F. Wenger, Esq.
Historian .. Bill Davidson
Chaplain ______. Rev. Charles H. Kaulfuss
Service Officer ... Al Greenwood

Board of Directors: Dick Dalton, Gus
Williams and Phil Lee.

County Delegates: Bill Campbell, Al
Woehrle, Harold Barkhuff, Sid Kaplan,
Donald Smith, Robert Smith, Jack Brady

and Hugh Stowers.

Alternate County Delegates: Al Hof-
aker, Ray LaMay, Walt Smith, Ed Goll-
man, Murray Maskin, Bill McKeough,
Warren Mosmen and Len Sellner.

The election will take place at the mid-
May meeting.

Back-to-Church Breakfast

The Back - to - Church Breakfast was
held Sunday, Mar. 22 at the Post rooms.
Chairman Bill Johnston said over 70
members attended and also would like to
thank George Butman (tickets) and
Charles O’Hara, toastmaster of the event.

Guest speaker was Rev. John Masci of
St. Thomas Church, Delmar. The break-
fast was ham and eggs and served by
the Women’s Auxiliary. Cooking the
breakfast was Bob Getner and Phil Gia-
cone. Thank you Bill on a successful
breakfast. It was very good.

Italian Night

Italian Night was held on Saturday,
April 4th. According to Chairman Gus
Williams over 200 baked lasagna din-
ners were served. Also with the dinner—
salad, fruit baskets, antipasto and wine
from the barrel—came with it. By the
reports of many, it was great! The la-
sagna was hot, plus quick service. The
entertainment was handled by Jerry Ro-
mano and band, and again kept the
people in a good festive mood.

Gus had Chef Ambrose handling the
kitchen and everything turned out very
smoothly. Gus also had plenty of help
in waiters, bus boys and wine girls—all
of course fine members of the Post.
Prizes were given to the lucky winners
which helped to make it a success as well
as a boost to our Building Fund.

Thanks again Gus Williams for doing
a great job and all the members assisting
you. See you next Italian Night!
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He Would Be Proud

Belleair Shores, Florida
March 4, 1970
Dear Mr. Edwards:
I am happy to give my permission to
dedicate “The Dwight D. Eisenhower

Memorial Hall” in honor of my beloved
husband on March the eighth.

Your new building will certainly be
an asset to your community and I know
General Eisenhower would be proud to
have his name associated with this
American Legion Post which will serve
not only his former comrades-in-arms
but the youth of the community, as well.

With best wishes,
Sincerely

Mamie Doud Eisenhower
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INSURANCE

All Kinds ¢ Anywhere

RODGER J. FRYER
J. Edward Poole & Co., Inc.

463-4246
11 North Pearl  Albany, N. Y.

Zwack and Sons
+ MORTUARY -
ALBANY, N Y

463-2587

A Recognized Community Service
Since 1894

REXALL AGENCY
Delmar Pharmacy
Phone 439-9914 — Free Delivery

361 Delaware Ave. Delmar, N. Y.

Setzer’s
Mobil Service Station
TUNE-UPS and MINOR REPAIRS

Clinton Ave. at Quail 477 Delaware Ave.
Albany Albany
462-9007 463-9504

McCarroll’s
THE VILLAGE BUTCHER
Since 1921
279 Delaware Ave., Elsmere, N. Y.
439-6777

Slingerlands
Package Store

633 CENTRAL AVENUE
ALBANY, N.'Y.

MARSHALL W. TEBBUTT'S SONS

Distinguished Funeral Service Since 1850
489-4451

420 KENWOOD AVENUE
DELMAR, N.Y.

Slingerlands
Electric

Unique Body Shop
GENERAL AUTO REPAIRS

242 DELAWARE AVE., DELMAR
Charles Tavernier

439-9923
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TAKEN AT OUR RECENT OPEN HOUSE

-~ | hiin

Past Commanders Herb Drew and Al
Woehrle with Mike Mele, 1040 Editor

Ed Costigan, Chairman of the
Board, delivering opening speech

A view of the people listening
to the ceremonies

Gus Williams (our builder and member,
right), presenting keys to Hugh Stowers

A good shot of the crowd. ..
maybe you can find yourself

The good ladies of our Auxiliary
serving food ... donated by them

Elsmere Pharmacy, Inc.
(formerly Carroll Pharmacy)

99 DELAWARE AVE., ELSMERE
Next to Albany Public Market

""We Deliver'’— 439-5491

Guckenheimer
QUALITY
by
AMERICAN

ALWAYS BUY THE BEST

FUEL OIL *@m%
MBTABOILERS | &N &

COLUMBIA BOILER 7
%D&,P

HORTON-SCHROEDER
234 WESTERN AVE., ALBANY
463-2168

NEW YORK AUTO
RADIATOR & BODY CO.
170 Madison Ave., Albany

SID KAPLAN

462-6400

Adams Hardware, Inc.

HARDWARE e« PAINTS
OILS + SPORTING GOODS

380 Delaware Avenue
439-1866 DELMAR

YOU CAN BE SURE
THE JOB IS DONE RIGHT. ..

» | Gall DELMAR LUMBER First!
: 439-9968

HOURS:

Yard and Store—Daily 8 to 5:00
Sat. 8 to 12:00

Store—Daily 8 to 5:30

BUICK SALESMASTER CLUB

In Recognition of Outstanding Salesmanship

Jack Herman
Dunning Buick-Opel

913 New Loudon Rd.
Latham, N. Y.

Res. 463-6468
Bus. 785-6673

F. H. Patterson, Inc.
EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

439-4964

64 Hudson Ave. Delmar, N. Y.

|
i
{ Sat. 8 to 4:00




Page Six

May 1970

THOUGHTS ON SERVING IN VIETNAM

When you hear that you are going to Viet-
nam, you teel a bit strange, a bit trightened,
a bit anxious. You leave the States, whether
by ship or by air, and teel that you are on a
great roller coaster and there 1s no getting ot
trom this ride until you are at the end ot the
une. Lhe great adventure has begun.

You get there at last. You are atraid, but
you try not to admit it. You hear the old top
sergeant shout out “Cheer up, men; youre
home!” You try to grin, but you are waiting
tor sniper hre and the crashing ot mortars.
Un the other hand, the war 1s de-escalating at
such a rate that there probably wont be much
nghting during your tour. Un the other hand
you also hear that Vung ‘lau got hit, after
naving gone three years without a shot having
been nred in anger there. So you never know.
‘Lhe fear perhaps melts into an uncertainty
which becomes a primary emotion., lhis pro-
duces a constant tension. You'll forget about
1t and go about your business. But it will al-
ways be there, even if subliminally.

You become aware ot the heat, ot course,
cven betore you are in-country. It 1s always
there, and varies trom hot to hotter. At hrst
you are probably curious about the tempera-
ture and like to know how hot it realiy is.
Later on, when you are a bit wiser, youd just
as soon not know how hot it actually is.

It is pill time every Monday morning, and
with your tray in the mess hall you receive the
huge orange pill which is supposed to protect
you from malaria. It will give you, most likely,
a case ot the “runs’ for part ot that day, and
many is the time you are tempted to torget to
take your pill. On the other hand, you notice
that 1n bad malaria country almost no one
from your outfit gets malaria, and so you con-
tinue your Monday “trots” and you don’t get
malaria either.

Toilet facilities will become more important
to you than they were in the States. Very few
of the men had great experience with outhouses
before. Once in a while you may find a flush
toilet in your travels around the country. Hap-
piness can often be defined as finding dry
toilet paper in the critical hour of your need.

Water is another luxurious commodity that
you cannot take quite for granted as you could
in the States. You learn to look for the signs
which give you the clue as to whether or not
this water is potable. Which water can you
drink and which can you only shave in?

You will most likely be working longer
hours than you are used to. Our men got one
half day off every other week, and the days
themselves were half again as long as what
the average civilian worker expects to work.
This leads to fatigue which becomes all per-
vading. The dominant feeling to describe the
tour, as I look back upon it, is that I was
never so completely bone tired in my life. The
fatigue becomes even more important than the
fear. Even under an attack, the fear is not
always as strong as the fatigue. It also leads
to boredom in many of the assignments.

You are also discovering an alien culture
which is very difficult to assimilate for a young
man who has not had extensive contacts with
alien cultures in his past experience. We call
it a “culture shock™ as you begin to take in a
culture which is very backward by American
standards. The smell is so all-pervasive that at
first you think you will gag and you wonder if
Vietnam is one great cesspool. After a few
days, however, you become used to it and then
forget it until new replacements comment
upon the smell as they first enter the country.
You are most likely to meet the Vietnamese
who are camp followers, and they are not the
ones calculated to impress you. Camp follow-
ers are camp followers the world over, whether
they be Americans or Vietnamese. You find
they are as willing to pander to your vices as
were Americans next door to your post back
in the States. They offer you a girl, or dope,
or alcohol. They offer to buy your greenbacks

at an exhorbitant profit. You see your PX
goods on the black market. Maybe you cant
get jungle fatigues through your normal sup-
ply channels, but you can get them down town
mn the black market. You hear that the Viet-
namese troops won't fight well. You hear about
corruption in their government. You hear them
referred to as “slopes” or “slant eyes.” Why
should you hght tor them it they dont hght
tor themselves?

Can you respect peopie who act so duter-
entiy irom you:! lou see the ien hoiung
hands as they walk down the street ana you
wonder 1 every soidier in the vietnamese
Army 1s a homosexual, or a “queer. It 1s &
whnue betore you begin to realize that it aoes
not mean the same tning 1t would mean 1l you
neiwa nands with one ot your buddies. 1ou are
uaving roubie communicating with a vietna-
mese, because ol tne ianguage barrier, and he
or she giggies at a time when 1t 1s very insuit-
mg to you and you become angry. It 1s some
tume betore you realize thalt a giggle tor a
Vietnamese 1s olten a way ol covering embar-
rassment and 1s not reauy the insuit it woutd
be 11 an American girl giggled at you under
Lthe same circumstances. You pull a jomnt guard
mount with Vietnamese Popular Forces in the
Mekong Delta and are nervous when they
bring their tamines and have a picnic on the
permmeter line and it is a while betore you be-
gin to realize that their hghting style 1s dii-
terent from yours, but may not be any worse.

in short, in a hundred ways you are trying
to learn tnat what 1s ditterent may not be bad.
1t 1s a hard lesson to learn. Lhey are difterent,
but they may be as well, You are supposed to
learn this under very dithcult conditions at the
age ot 18 or 1Y. Your parents have probabiy
stil not learned this basic lesson in human
relations, but you are supposed to learn it and
surpass your people back home in the matur-
ity of your judgment.

You find that your mission is very difficulit to
define. You are not hghting the recognizable
enemy that your tathers tought in Worlid War
1l. You do not have the stable battle lines
that your older brothers had in Korea. You
are hghting a hit and run guerrilla and it is
most dithcult to tell your enemies from your
triends.

You are supposed to be a soldier, yes. But
more than this, you are supposed to be a dip-
lomat. You are supposed to be an apostle for
American democracy, “winning the hearts and
minds of the people.” You are supposed to use
such mature judgment in combat, at the age
of 19, that you win the war in the field. At the
same time you are supposed to be a mission-
ary to the people of the good life as we know
it in America. And if you fail in your judg-
ment in either of these ways, you will be court
martialed. Your fathers and mothers, with
their experience, could not win the hearts and
minds of Canadians or Mexicans for our cul-
ture, and yet you are expected to do this for
Vietnamese.

The American public does not cheer you or
welcome you home as a hero from perhaps
the dirtiest and most difficult war that Ameri-
cans have been called on to fight. Instead you
are considered by many as being a sucker, by
others as being an imperialist killer, and by
s0 many others as simply having wasted your
time, your sweat, and your blood in a lost
cause. This is the “support” that you receive
from your country. This is a crucial difference
between the Vietnam veteran and the veteran
of any other war that we have with us today.

And so you are frustrated. More and more
you feel alienated from the U.S. The reports
of campus unrest especially embitters you.
You are afraid. You are lonely. You are tired.
Perhaps you are angry also. There is such dif-
ficulty in giving you clear-cut goals for your
combat mission that you are more and more
frustrated. The crown to your feelings comes

with the knowledge that the enemy does not
even have to edit the speeches of the Ameri-
can doves in order to use them for propaganda
against you in the very field. A sense of rest-
lessness is added to your reservoir of feelings.

This is not a pretty picture. Perhaps it is
not universal. But this is the feelings of the
soldier in Vietnam, in the Mekong Delta es-
pecially, as | felt it and as 1 saw it as chap-
lain to engineers, to an airfield, and to Ameri-
can advisors in the field.

The Army is trying to do something about
this. An attempt is being made at troop in-
formation about the mission and the war to
try to clarify the goals in the field. Services
are provided the soldier, such as the chaplain,
the doctor, the lawyer, the Red Cross, the
social worker, the psychiatrist, and the service
clubs. Never before have troops in a combat
zone been so well fed. Never before have they
been so healthy. Never before have so few men
died after being wounded. Through the R and
R program, a major effort is made to give the
soldier a break in his tour by sending him for
a week to vacation in some city, such as Hong
Kong or Singapore. A major effort is made to
provide first class mail service. Never before
have T heard of an army in the field which
provided virtually free long distance telephone
service to call the family back in the States.
These are all helpful.

continued on page seven
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ALUMINUM SIDING
Remodeling New Additions

Jerome J. Galeo
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Phone 482-2041

20 Patricia Lane Albany, N. Y.

WILLIAM P. McKEOUGH
INC.

Landscape Contractors
Member N. Y. S. Nurserymen’s Assoc.

439-4665

Office: 24 FOREST ROAD, DELMAR

Nursery: UPPER FONT GROVE ROAD
SLINGERLANDS

Evening Appointments 434-5823

Michael’s Beauty Salon
Mele’s Beauty Products

440 Delaware Ave. Albany, N. Y.

C. M. Grover Stationers

10 DELAWARE PLAZA
DELMAR, N. Y.

439-4475
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Page Seven

THOUGHTS ON SERVING
IN VIETNAM

continued from page six

We, as his family and friends, need to re-
alize that mail to him is more important over
there than 1t is to us back home. So we need
to write more regularly. Good old Mom can
usually be depended to write to her son. But
others are not as faithful. I think it is im-
portant not to bug him with your worries
about his safety, or with detailed accounts ot
anti-war sentiment. He hears all of this sort
ot thing that he needs to hear. It is important
not to worry him with your worries while he
is over there. He has enough worries of his
own. It is important to be open and accepting
about his feelings as he expresses them, with-
out worrying too much about bitterness or
hostility or an excessive vehemence of feeling
he may express now.

When he gets home he may be a bit moody
or restless. He may even be a little bitter. He
may want to tell his war stories. Or he may
not want to. Let him give you the clue as to
what he wants to talk about. Don’t bug him
about going back to school the day after his
discharge, or going back to his job. Try to
understand his feelings of alienation. Remem-
her that he, as a Vietnam veteran, is a member
ot the least understood minority in the United
States, bar none.

Don’t worry about him. He's going to be all
richt. The war experience is not going to
change him permanently any more than it
changed his father or his uncle. It did not
really hurt him down deep in the basic core
of his personality. He is still your son or your
hushand or your nephew or your friend or the
kid next door. Give him the time he needs to
get over it. But know that in the long run he
will get over it, and I think he’ll be a better
and more understanding man for the
experience.

Given recently at a “Committee That Cares”
meeting that was held at Blanchard Post by
Charles E. Wolfe, Chaplain to Engineers.
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Auxiliary’s Anniversary Dinner

On Tuesday, March 17 members of
the Legion gave their services in prepar-
ing and serving a delicious dinner to
the ladies of the Auxiliary who were
celebrating their 39th anniversary. Sid
Kaplan, chairman, along with his com-
mittee, did a fabulous job. Chefs Phil
Giacone and Hank Kindberg are the
ereatest! An attractively decorated cake
completed the meal. Entertainment was
arranged by Ann Carroll and the ladies
enjoyed bingo and prizes. Thanks to all.

Auxiliary President Maud Hafley pre-
sented to me, as Commander, a check
for the Building Fund.

Donated

Thanks to “Tip” Nelson and Pierce
Greene for the brand-new quoits for our
shuffleboard. The Post realizes the ex-
pense of the new quoits and thanks you
sincerely.

Taps

We mourn the passing of our departed
comrade Royce C. Day who will be
missed by all. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to his wife and son.
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Now American Express
guarantees the lowest
air fares on scheduled
carriers to Europe.

® Read about more than 1700
fantastic trips to Europe from
only $289, including air fare*
from New York, for 15 days in
Madrid, Paris and London—all
at the lowest air fares ever.

*Based on new Contract B.I.T. fare subject

to U.S. Government approval for departures
after September 30, 1970.

DELMAR
TRAVEL AGENCY

DELMAR TRAVEL AGENCY

210 DELAWARE AVE. ¢« DELMAR, N. Y.
TELEPHONE 439-5624

Please send me your free 150-page
full color book ““Europe.”’
Name
Address
City N —
State ... Zip ..
Phone

Jack Pellettier and Marge Hauesser say

GET A GOOD DEAL
FROM THE GOOD GUYS

ALBANY DODGE

NEW LOCATION
770 CENTRAL AVENUE

438-8461

TROTTA’S RESTAURANT

ITALIAN FOOD < SEAFOOD
COCKTAIL LOUNGE

Serving Luncheons and Dinners Daily
From 11 AM to 10 PM

1691 Delaware Avenue, Delmar
Open Sunday at 1 PM 439-9888

Douglas G. Marone
DISPENSING OPTICIAN
439-9191

Delaware Plaza Delmar, N. Y.

Harry L. Brown Jeweler
THISTLE GIFT SHOP

363 Delaware Avenue
439-2718 DELMAR

Tel. 439-9611 Tony Cazzato, Prop.
Tri-Village
Cleaners and Tailors
Artistic Quality

TAILORING + REPAIRING
CLEANING <« PRESSING

397 Kenwood Ave. Delmar, N. Y.

Special Order Work-Diamonds-Mountings
Watches and Watch Repairing

Joseph Bauhofer & Son

Manufacturing Jewelers * Diamond Setters
434-4855

11 No. Pearl St. Albany, N. Y.

hank kindberg
PLUMBING & HEATING CO., INC.

ELM AVENUE, EAST
SELKIRK, N. Y.

TEL. 439-5951

SELLING YOUR HOME? RELOCATING?

Call Bob Edwards, 765-2903
or Jack Chetney, 439-4071

Associated with Philip E. Roberts, Inc.
489-3211

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Williams Bros.
 BUILDERS -
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BRIN’S HARDWARE
444 Delaware Avenue
Albany, N. Y.

SALES and SERVICE
on
Lawnmowers and Snow Blowers
Authorized Lawn-Boy and Scott

462-4235

TOOL’S RESTAURANT
COFFEE SHOP

283 DELAWARE AVENUE
DELMAR, N. Y.

PHONE 439-9111

SHERMAN'’S MEN’S SHOP
Traditional Apparel

* Deansgate Clothing - Corbin Slacks
* Eagle and Sero Shirts
* Lord Jeff and Pringle Sweaters

PARK ‘N SHOP
92 'STATE ST.

First Trust Charge
434-1898

WHEEL BALANCING « ROAD SERVICE
BRAKES and IGNITION

NN~
BILL STEWART’S SHELL

COR. DELAWARE and EUCLID AVE.
DELMAR, N. Y. 439-5091

COMPLETE SELECTION OF
YEAR-ROUND
SPORTING GOODS

Gallagher's
SKI and SPORT SHOP

439-4851

278 DELAWARE AVE. DELMAR, N. Y.

Compliments of

GEORGE BUTMAN

Plaza Pharmacy
DELAWARE PLAZA

WE HAVE LOFTS CANDY

Open every night until 10 PM
PHONE 439-4451

paisanbay uo13931107) ssaippy
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FOWLER'S LIQUOR STORE
WITH LIQUOR WE'RE QUICKER

Parking right in front of the store
...and don’t forget: WE DELIVER

WINES + LIQUORS * CHAMPAGNES
Phone 439-2613

Elsmere-at-the-Light — Corner of
Delaware and Elsmere Avenues

VERSTANDIG’S
Est. 1932

DELMAR NURSERY, FLORIST
PHONE 439-4946

454 Delaware Ave., Delmar, N. Y.

Evergreen Trees and Shrubs
LOCALLY GROWN AT

Paul “Tip” Nelson’s Nursery

Burr V. DEITZ Co., Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

30 Fullerton St.
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32 BENDER LANE, ELSMERE Albany
Call Evenings and Weekends: 439-1069 482:0V67 s
N. J. MOSMEN & SON THE
CONTRACTORS + BUILDERS
PAINTERS LADIES AUXILIARY
FREE ESTIMATES OF

“Call Bud'— 439-2965
33 Euclid Ave. Elsmere, N. Y.

BLANCHARD POST

Bailey’s Garage
GENERAL AUTO REPAIR

Oakwood Road Phone 439-1446

Delmar Bakery
HOME LIKE BAKERY PRODUCTS
Henry Engel, Prop.
439-1211

AT THE FOUR CORNERS
DELMAR, N. Y.




