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Hebron Baptist Church,
Part |

In January, 1909, the first
Sunday school officers were elected,
and members decided to secure
funds to purchase framing materials
for a new church building to be
erected on an acre of land deeded
by Dr. H. W. Brewster. A wood
fr_ame building with white clapboard
siding was eventually erected
approximately where the
handicapped parking area s
currently located in front of the
church cemetery. Nineteen new
members were added to the church
during revival services held in
August 1911. In September $440

Ethel Irby

Russell and R. V. Camp (ca. 1917)

was subscribed for enlarging the
church, and, though the matter was
later postponed, two members were
appointed to collect the money by
November 1.

Although there are no extant
minutes between February, 1914,
and February, 1917, the church at
the old Jackson schoolhouse
apparently continued to grow.
Hebron was not, however, without
hardship during the early years. In
November, 1917, members
observed a special Thanksgiving
service in the midst of World War |.
No services were held in October of
the following year when an outbreak
of influenza in the community shut
the doors of the church. Millions
died worldwide when the terrible
influenza epidemic spread across
the globe between 1918 and 1919.

In 1923 T. H. Smith and Dr. H.
W. Brewster deeded additional land
to the church at Hebron. Several
years later in April, 1929, the
trustees for Causeyville School
donated the old Jackson School land
to the church. By the following
summer the church was ready to go
“half-time,” and services were held
on alternate Sundays with Brother
Horace Sollie as pastor. Later that
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Early churchgoers after worship services at Hebron

same year the church ordained
Brother Herman Sollie as a minister
of the Gospel. During the Great
Depression, in December, 1931, a
building committee was appointed to
consider plans for additions to the
church and to locate timber for
making shingles.

Despite World War |II, the
faithful men and women of Hebron
continued to serve the Lord during
the 1940s. Prayers were answered,
and the work of the church in the
local community never faltered. In
November, 1943, the church voted to
send the Baptist paper to all the
homes of the church. While several
members were still away from home
during the war, the church made
plans for new Sunday school
classrooms in May 1944. The first
Bible school was held at Hebron in
July 1945. Furthermore, members
donated $200 after the war to help
build Carmel Baptist Church a few
miles northwest of Vimville.

In 1953 members voted to
build a “church community house”
while Dr. Eugene M. Keebler was
serving as pastor. A dedication
ceremony was later held at the
foundation of what is now the current
church building. In November, 1954,
Brother Leland Goodman was called
as pastor, and during his tenure the
present facility was completed, using
mostly volunteer labor from within
the church membership. Services
were held in the new red brick
structure for the first time in February
1955. Dr. Keebler and Brother Annis
Shorrosh led dedication services for
the new church building in April of
that year. In October, 1957, a
reception was held to commemorate
the fiftieth anniversary of the church.

Brother A. H. Miller

Brother Horace Sollie
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Hebron Baptist Church,
Part Il

In 1958 the church decided to
go “full-time.” Brother Bob Hunt,
who later served as a foreign
missionary, was called as the first
full-time pastor. In August, 1961,
members of the church were notified
that the old Jackson School land was
going to be sold at public auction.
Hebron evidently never received a
deed when trustees for Causeyville
School donated the land to the
church in 1929. On September 1,
1961, members of the church went
to the county school superintendent
and purchased the land for $42. In
1963 the church acquired additional
land from W. E. Dabbs and Mary D.
Stroud for enlarging the church
cemetery. On July 12, 1964, a “note-
burning service” for the new building

Linnie Smith and Louise Thompson with Bible school children in 1946

i 50s.
The present building at Hebron was erected in the 19
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Women of Hebron Baptist Church have long been active in community service and

development (ca. 1954)

Brother Leland Goodman
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was held with Brother Horace Sollie
preaching. A committee was
immediately appointed to consider
adding classrooms.

As early as 1952 church
members had planned to build a
home for the pastor and his family.
In June, 1955, the church accepted
an acre of land to be used to build a
pastorium from Mr. and Mrs. H. F.
Boswell, Sr. The first pastorium was
constructed north of State Highway
19 on land owned by the Boswell
family. This home served the church
until the 1970s. In 1976 church
members purchased land from
Wilmer Lewis to build the current
pastorium adjacent to the church. A
loan received by the church to build

In the late 1950s the church decided to go

Children attending church at Hebron

«fyll-time.”
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Brother I. E. Boggs and John A. Smith at the fiftieth anniversary

celebration in 1957

Brother Kenneth Jones
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the pastorium was paid-in-full by
October 1979.

Missions were important to
the early members at Hebron and
have remained a priority throughout
the long history of the church. A
local branch of the Woman's
Missionary Union (WMU) was
established at Hebron by 1914. In
February, 1957, church members
voted to donate 20% of the offering
to the Cooperative Program of the
Southern Baptist Convention. By
1962 the church budget set aside
$1,986 for the Cooperative Program.
In December, 1973, the donation to
the Cooperative Program was
increased to 22% of the church
offering. In September, 1991,
members voted to create a local
benevolent fund with an additional

Music has long been an important ministry at Hebron.

The new pastorium was completed in the late 1970s.

0s.
Over a hundred members attended Sunday school by the 198
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5% of the offering. M
continue to set asidega large epnc::)tiec;i
of_ the church offering for various
mission programs.

Brother Tommy J
called as pastor in 19¥9 a%r:iezer\c:g
the church at Hebron for nineteen
years. .By the 1980s the church was
averaging well over a hundred
members in Sunday school. Church
merppers approved plans for
additional classrooms in July 1982
In 1938 the church began é
renovation project to enlarge and
improve the sanctuary, fellowship
hall, and choir rehearsal room. In
May, 1989, homecoming seNices
were held for the first time in the
newly remodeled sanctuary. The
John Curtis Smith Family Life Center
was erected in the 1990s In
addition, Mr. Leo McDonald aﬁd his

Hebron Baptist Church in 2007

son Mark donated twenty-six acres
of land to the church in 1996.

Hebron Baptist Church
continues to grow. Over three
hundred members are currently
enrolled at the church established in
the one-room Jackson schoolhouse
a hundred years ago. In 1999
members approved a remodeling
project to the family life center to
provide a new gymnasium, larger
fellowship hall, an improved kitchen,
a choir rehearsal room, and
additional classrooms. Forever
serving the Lord, the vigorous little
church without a building of its own
at the turn of the twentieth century
has become a spiritual lighthouse to
the surrounding community. Brother
Joe Lynn Joyner serves as pastor,
and Brother Jay Parker serves as
minister of music and youth.

Russell Camp has been a member at
Hebron since 1923.
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