


START 
TIME

FRIDAY
45-minute sessions
Start Time 10:00 am

SATURDAY
45-minute sessions
Start Time 10:00 am

SUNDAY
30-minute sessions
Start time 9:30 am

Auction Starts at 3 pm

10:00
AM

Yearling
Hilary Hansen

Yearling
Amy Dumas

Yearling
JP Dyal

10:45
AM

Burro
JP Dyal

Burro
Cindy Nielsen

Burro
Amy Dumas

11:30
AM

Yearling
Haley Esteves

Yearling
JP Dyal

Yearling
Haley Esteves

12:15
PM

Burro
Amy Dumas

Yearling
Haley Esteves

Burro
JP Dyal

1:00
PM

Yearling
JP Dyal

Burro
JP Dyal

Yearling
Hilary Hansen

1:45
PM

Burro
Cindy Nielsen

Burro
Kelly Turney

Burro
Kelly Turney

2:30 
PM

Yearling
Amy Dumas

Yearling
Hilary Hansen

Yearling
Amy Dumas

3:15
PM

Burro
Kelly Turney

Burro
Amy Dumas

Burro
Cindy Nielsen





California Equine Liability Act

In California, the lack of a specific equine activity 
liability act leads to a common practice of horse 
owners requiring riders to sign a liability waiver. 
This is a written agreement, much like a contract, 
where the rider agrees not to hold certain parties 
responsible for any potential injuries.



Sacramento, California
2022, 2025 & 2026
Maurita Equestrian Center





About the EQUUS Film & Arts Fest | Wild Horse Summit

The EQUUS Film & Arts Fest is the first event of  its kind to offer a home to the storytellers of  the horse 

world, with films, documentaries, videos, commercials, and shorts from around the world and cultural 

elements of  fine equestrian art and literature.In 2025 EQUUS will host 12+ events from the Yukon to the 

UK. Looking toward a 2027 EQUUS Film Fest in Mongolia!

The Wild Horse Summit has been added to the program as an educational platform to raise awareness 

and understanding about the Wild Horses in holding, auction yards, or just waiting, who available for 

adoption. A horse who has a safe and quiet start can be trainable and become a good partner. It is our 

mission to bring awareness to Wild Horses who need homes. Focusing on and highlighting the work taking 

place in the healing and equine assisted learning fields with horses. Providing resources for all who want to 

learn about the Off-Range wild horse.

Founded in 2013 by Lisa Diersen, Director/Organizer, an equestrian, who has spent her life in the 

company of horses. Lisaõs mission is to show the world how horses can bring everyone together regardless 

of  race, age, gender, abilities or disabilities. She resides in Saint Charles, Illinois, with her Jack Russell, 

Amore and her Lusitano, Urano. 

Julianne Neal, with JA Media Productions, joined the team in 2016. As the EQUUS Film and Arts Fest 

Director of  Production and Education. Julianne is a gifted storyteller and an important member of  the 

team. Her ability to bring stories and events to life at the festivals and summits is an invaluable component 

of  our events. 

Every horse has a story, itõs our mission at the  EQUUS Film & Arts Fest to share those stories, 
through film, art and literature.

The EQUUS Film Fest Channel You-Tube, streaming to all your devices.

Visit our website at:www.equusfilmfest.com and ourFaceBookpage.

www.mustangsummit.com 

PR AND/OR SPONSOR CONTACT:  

Lisa Diersen  lisa@equusfilmfestival.net   +1-630-272-3077

Additional Info: Julianne Neal    julianneneal@me.com   +1-803-351-0223

Assistant to the Director: Julie Martin 

SOCIAL MEDIA

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival 

You-Tube - https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured 

https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
http://www.equusfilmfest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival/
http://www.mustangsummit.com/
mailto:lisa@equusfilmfestival.net
mailto:julianneneal@me.com
https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured


Lisa Diersen 
EQUUS Film & Arts Fest | Wild Horse Summit 
Founder / Director
Lisa Diersen is an equestrian; riding since she could sit in a saddle, Diersen has a great appreciation for all types of 

equestrian disciplines.  She is the Founder and Director of the EQUUS Film & Arts Fest, now in its 13th season and 

the Wild Horse Summit. The EFF empowers storytellers to show horses' rich history and diverse tapestry in human 

culture through equestrian content, film, art, and literature. The EQUUS Film Festival is the first film festival 

oriented around equestrian-themed content from all over the world that also travels the world. Screening feature 

films, documentaries, shorts, music videos, commercials, training educational materials, art, and literature, covering 

all equestrian disciplines, creating a home for the storytellers of the horse world. 

Created for Horse Loversé by Horse Lovers!

Her mission is to show the world how horses can bring everyone together regardless of race, age, gender, abilities, or 

disabilities. Lisa is passionate about the education and enlightenment of others to the wonderful world of horses and 

everything they can do to enrich our lives.

Producer and writer credits on the DOWN Syndrome equine documentary òA Pony And His Boy: The Story Of 

Berry & Joshó for the EQUUS Film Festival in New York City and the National DOWN Syndrome Congress 2019 

with SPOTLIGHT Rescue Series partner and film director Julianne Neal. Working on additional SRS documentaries 

to add to the series she and Neal started in 2017. The Mustang Discovery Ride Project is now in production. Adding 

the òWild Horse Summitó to the EQUUS programming in 2022. With a focus on educating the public about Wild 

Horses and their importance in the world today.

She is a published equine author with many articles to her credit. Diersen spent the early part of her career with 

General Motors in engineering, then moving into the subdivision development and home/barn building market, 

winning an Illinois Home Builder Award, before returning to her first loveé.... working with horses! She spends her 

time, when not promoting equestrian film, having fun promoting Classical Dressage, Lusitanos, and Wild Horses, 

and spending time with her faithful Jack Russell Terrier, Amore, and her Lusitano, Urano.

www.equusfilmfest.com 

www.mustangsummit.com    

lisa@equusfilmfestival.net         

+1-630-272-3077

http://www.equusfilmfest.com/
http://www.mustangsummit.com/
mailto:lisa@equusfilmfestival.net


Julianne Neal 

JA Media Productions 

South Carolina

Podcast Producer/Editor/Host Documentary Filmmaker

EQUUS Film and Arts Fest Director of  Production and Education
WEBSITES:www.jamediaconnections.com

www.naturesview.us

www.amustangstory.com

https://themarleyproject.org

Julianne is the owner of JA Media Connections, LLC and the Producer/Director of A Mustang Story, the 

documentary/docuseries covering The Mustang Discovery Ride and other Mustang-related stories. She works in 

partnership with Bruce Anderson to provide Equine Assisted Services through Nature's View, Inc. and The Marley Project, 

Inc, a non-profit 501(c)(3) providing equine education and public service. The Marley Project is a member of the EQUUS 

Foundation Equine Welfare Network and has been a charity partner with Horses for Mental Health since 2023. The 

organization works to connect horses with individuals, educational groups, law enforcement officers and management 

training professionals. The recent work involving Mustangs led to a K-12 curriculum and arts integration component in the 

non-profitõs Wellness Through MustangsÈ program. Julianne is a designated professional with Arenas for Change, holding 

a dual certification in Education and Horses.

Julianne retired in 2022 after a 35-year career in Arts Education and K-12 Administration. A life-long horse lover, she owns 

and operates Thornfield LLC, a boarding and training facility in South Carolina. She combines her love of all things equine, 

educational experience and arts focus to bring clients and projects together through the boutique creative production 

company, JA Media Connections. Julianne completed the Director's Program through the Manhattan Film Institute in 2016 

and began working with film production through a partnership with The Art of Storytelling (AOS), an international agency 

specializing in transformational stories. Their first collaborative project, òTHE EDGE: Bruce Anderson - Natural 

Humanship ó is an award-winning documentary providing insight into Anderson's work

JA Media Connections LLC produces a catalogue of podcasts. The initial podcast, òWhinny Tales: Horse Stories, Pony 

Legends and Unicorn Yarnsó has featured such organizations as the EQUUS Film and Arts Fest, Equitana USA, Horses 

and Humans Research Foundation and Creative Spirits UnLeashed. As a member of the EQUUS Film and Arts Fest 

Team, she serves as Director of Production and Education, producing and directing the Spotlight Rescue Series and the 

documentary film, A Pony and His Boy, as well as hosting the festival podcast. Other shows in the JA Media catalogue 

include a bi-weekly podcast for Brooke USA: On The Road, Tiny Horse Talk and the Mustang Discovery Ride. JA Media 

produces LIVESTREAM content during festival events, with programming for the panel discussions, training demos and 

on the scene interviews. The podcast catalogue and links to other content may be found on the JA Media website.

In her spare time, Julianne loves to ride her Warmblood/Shire cross, Winston, as well as her "wildies," Willie and Mustang 

Congaree.

http://www.jamediaconnections.com/
http://www.naturesview.us/
http://www.amustangstory.com/
https://themarleyproject.org/


Ronda Gregorio 
Gregorio Photography - Virginia

Wild Heart, The Mustang Book Project

While searching out my creative path I have found myself, again and again, working with my first love, 

horses. Currently I am working on "WILD HEART" #TheMustangBookProject, it is a book and 

documentary that is focusing on wild mustangs in the fabric of  the performance horse world. In 

addition to equestrian, I also photograph weddings, special events, parties, horse shows, animals, and 

commercial products. 

I work with clients all over the world, including The Smithsonian, NOVICA (owned by National 

Geographic), Nicole Lapin and Sotheby's. My images have been featured in such notable publications as 

Red Book, US Equestrian, Dover Saddlery, Destination Weddings and Honeymoons, Caribbean Brides, 

The Scout Guide and The Knot.com to name a few. Also, I contract with "The Smithsonian" and have 

work on permanent display at one of  their facilities, The Smithsonian Conservation and Biology 

Institute.

Although I am based out of  Virginia, I will accompany my clients to wherever their hearts desire. 

I would love the opportunity to share my vision with you. Please contact me to inquire about custom 

packages or special requests.

https://lily -khaki-wmsx.squarespace.com/wild-heart 

https://www.facebook.com/photogregorio 

Wild Heart, The Mustang Book Project, Rondaõs beautiful 

tribute to the Mustang and the amazing Mustang Trainers who 

work with them, coming soonéé Pre-Order yours now. 

Ronda@GregorioPhotography.com    (703) 282-9135

https://lily-khaki-wmsx.squarespace.com/wild-heart
https://lily-khaki-wmsx.squarespace.com/wild-heart
https://lily-khaki-wmsx.squarespace.com/wild-heart
https://lily-khaki-wmsx.squarespace.com/wild-heart
https://lily-khaki-wmsx.squarespace.com/wild-heart
https://lily-khaki-wmsx.squarespace.com/wild-heart
https://lily-khaki-wmsx.squarespace.com/wild-heart
https://www.facebook.com/photogregorio
mailto:Ronda@GregorioPhotography.com


2026 ALL EQUUS Film & Arts Fest and Wild Horse Summit Events 
 
 
January  SGPL Film Fest January 14, 2026 Sugar Grove, IL 
 
February EQUUS UK  February 7, 2026 Helmsley UK 
 
April  Equine Affaire Ohio April 9-11, 2026 Columbus, OH 
 
May  SGPL Film Fest  May 13, 206  Sugar Grove, IL 
 
June  Western States Horse Expo / Mustang Summit     
     June 6-8, 2026  Sacramento, CA 
 
June  Trail of Faith Wild Horse Summit       
     June 12-14, 2026 Trenton, NC 
 
June  Rupert Isaacson ð Horse Boy Midwest Training ð St. James Farm 
     June 27, 2026 Warrenville, IL 
 
July  BreyerFest EQUUS Film Festival at the Kentucky Horse Park   
     July 10-12, 2026 Lexington, KY 
 
August  5000 Miles 5000 Mustangs Film Screening 
     August 5, 2026  Steamboat Springs, CO 
 
August  Colorado Wild Horse Refuge Wild Horse Summit  
     August 5-8, 2026 Craig, CO 
 
September SGPL Film Fest September 3, 2026 Sugar Grove, IL 
 
September Mustang Valley Wild Horse Summit 
     Sept  11-13, 2026 West Fulton, NY 
 
October Libertyfest EQUUS Film Fest Alltech Arena Kentucky Horse Park 
     October 8-11, 2026 Lexington, KY 
 
October Tennessee Wild Horse Summit Fall Creek Falls Equestrian Center  
     October 16-18, 2026 Pikeville, TN 
 
November EQUUS Film & Arts Fest Midway Kentucky 
     Nov 19-22, 2026   Lexington, KY 
 
2027 May EQUUS Film Festival Mongolia and International Wild Horse Summit 
     May 27 thru June 5 Ulaanbaatar   Mongolia 





REAL FOOD CREATING REAL CHANGE

StableFeed is an innovative all - natural horse 
feed and supplement company that uses 

science to harness the power of real whole 
foods to promote and maintain systemic 

health in today's equine athletes. We focus 
on clean, real whole foods imbued with 

health giving properties. Decades of 
research shows that the consumption of 

combinations of minimally processed foods 
creates a synergy that may result in 

improved health and improved performance 
over supplemental nutrients fed in isolation. 

Utilizing this information, each of our 
products supports and promotes multiple 

ameliorative effects for the skin, hair, bone, 
joint and hooves.

sales@stablefeed.com
507 - 487 - 2323
302 5th St SE
Kasson, MN 55944

www.stablefeed.com



https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/29/movies/cat -film-
festival-dog-film-festival-equus-film-festival.html  

https://www.horseillustrated.com/equus -film-and-arts-
fest-2019/ 

https://www.chronofhorse.com/article/year -horse-gets-
red-carpet-treatment-true-new-york-style-star-studd/  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/teresagenaro/2014/11/20/
equine-film-festival-makes-harlem-debut/  

https://www.theirishfield.ie/sport -horse/sport-horse-
news/from-snowman-to-slaughtered-the-equus-film-
festival-had-something-for-all-195368 

https://montyroberts.com/meet -montys-team-at-equine-
affaire-and-equus-film-festival-nyc/ 

https://www.theplaidhorse.com/2025/11/17/equestrian -
docuseries-inside-the-ingate-is-a-2025-equus-film-fest-
winnie-award-winner/ 

https://equnews.com/article/horseball/about -the-third-
annual-equus-film-festival-in-nyc 

https://equusmagazine.com/news/horses-and-the-
science-of-harmony-heads-to-big-screen 

https://nwhorsesource.com/feature -film-running-wild-
makes-new-city-debut-2016-equus-film-festival/ 

https://news.maryland.gov/mda/press-
release/2021/12/28/maryland-horse-industry-board-
short-film-wins-award-at-equus-film-arts-fest/ 

https://www.horsenation.com/2020/10/14/equus -film-
arts-fest-2020-virtual-event-to-take-place-november-13-
22-2020/ 

https://sedonafilmfestival.com/equus -film-festival-2019/  https://rewildingeurope.com/news/tarpan -film-won-the-
best-short-documentary-award-at-the-equus-film-
festival/ 

https://thinlineglobal.com/blog/unbridled -the-movie-to-
screen-september-17-in-the-equus-film-festival-at-the-
world-equestrian-games 

https://equineinfoexchange.com/recreation -
lifestyle/fantastic -films-emerge-amidst-controversy-at-
the-equus-film-festival-in-nyc 

https://horsesport.com/horse -news/equus-film-festival-
lands-ontario/ 

https://www.americanfarriers.com/articles/8102 -farrier-
documentary-earns-equus-film-festival-invite 

https://www.equinechronicle.com/new -documentary-
focuses-on-young-boy-with-down-syndrome-and-his-
pony/ 

https://www.nj.com/horsenews/2016/12/quus_film_festi
val_presented_b.html 

https://equisearch.com/news/equus -magazine-
directors-panels-blockbuster-lineup-coming-equus-film-
festival-nyc-november-29870/ 

https://midsouthhorsereview.com/article/5925  

https://www.horseillustrated.com/horse -news-2014-12-
horse-movies-given-center-stage-at-equus-film-festival/ 

https://horse -canada.com/free-rein/equus-film-festival/ 

https://www.michigansthumb.com/news/article/A -
Sunday-Horse-Named-Official-Selection-at-Li-l-
7271551.php 

https://timidrider.com/2017 -equus-film-festival/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfMfRtPJZxA https://www.horsenation.com/2016/12/08/editorial -the-
equus-film-festival-nyc-sponsorship-controversy/ 

https://www.horsenation.com/2016/12/01/highlights -
from-the-equus-film-festival-nyc/ 

https://equus -blog.com/equus-film-festival/ 

https://issuu.com/equusfilmfest/docs/2023_equus_west
cliffe-co_program-in-progress_insta 

https://equinemonthly.com/a -pony-and-his-boy/ 

https://www.suu.edu/news/2016/01/film -about-suus-
history-wins-national-competition.html  

https://horse -canada.com/magazine/miscellaneous/hot-
horse-docs/ 

https://www.theirishfield.ie/sport -horse/pony-tales/zara-
s-planet-lands-equus-contract -207038 

https://www.imdb.com/news/ni59208329/  

Interesting EQUUS Film & Arts Fest Press Links 
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The Wild Horse

òListenersó



JP Dyal
California

JP Dyal lives by two guiding principles that shape his horsemanship across every 

discipline: ñIt is wrong for us to ask the horse to speak our languageðwe must learn to 

speak theirs,ò and ñNever ask a horse a question for which you do not already know the 

answer.ò These beliefs led him to study the equine nervous systemðthe true language 

through which horses communicateðand to move beyond traditional training methods 

toward a more thoughtful, responsive approach centered on trust, clarity, and 

partnership. He later brought this philosophy to the Sacramento County Sheriffôs Office 

Wild Horse Program, where he mentored incarcerated men in training unhandled BLM 

mustangs, helping both horses and humans develop confidence, awareness, and 

meaningful connection.

     Today, JP is the owner of JP Dyal Horsemanship, and Horsemanship for Dressage. 

His work blends classical horsemanship with a deep understanding of both the equine 

and human nervous systems, emphasizing lightness, balance, presence, and respect for 

the horseôs perspective. JP teaches clinics nationwide alongside neuroscientist Dr. 

Stephen Peters and is widely recognized for his accomplishments in Extreme Mustang 

Makeovers, Mustang Magic, and Cowboy Mounted Shooting, where he earned a 

National Championship title. Though celebrated as a mustang trainer, his true passion 

remains educating others about the horseôs nervous systemða journey inspired by one 

wild mustang who changed everything.

www.JPDyalHorsemanship.com 

http://www.jpdyalhorsemanship.com/
http://www.jpdyalhorsemanship.com/


Amy Dumas
California

I grew up around horses, trained in hunters, and worked in various horse industries.  

I then helped people with their problem horses. I met my first wild horse in my 

mid-20s.  I ended up buying him. He was my first horse.  I lost him when he was 

26.  After graduate school, I applied for work at BLM.  I worked in the Wild Horse 

and Burro Program for 24 years. When most people take home work, they bring 

home a stack of papers.  I ended up bringing home horses and burros! Some I 

fostered, some I rehabilitated, and some I kept.  I have had the extreme pleasure of 

working with and learning from wild horses and burros. Now I am starting my next 

chapter that will definitely include the wild horses and burros.



Haley Esteves
California

Haley Esteves is 19 years old and currently a student at Sierra College. She has 

been around and riding horses her entire life both her parents are farriers and her 

mother is a trainer. Haley started her first horse when she was 13. Today she 

competes in reining with her. Haley started endurance riding when she was 11. In 

the past 8 years she has completed 960 miles-405 of those miles were on a 

mustang. She also has finished the Tevis Cup. In 2022, when she was 15, she 

participated in her first Trainer Incentive Program (TIP) Challenge in Sacramento 

where she won Overall Youth Trainer. In 2023, she participated in the Sacramento 

TIP Challenge and again won Overall Youth Trainer. She is now starting her 2023 

TIP Challenge horse under saddle. In her spare time Haley has started working as 

a farrier.



Hilary ñMontanaò Hansen
Wild Heart Restart Ranch

California

Wild Heart Restart Ranch, located in Cotati, CA, and is a place for Off the Track Thoroughbreds, 

BLM Mustangs, and any soul who needs a restart in life. 

We believe that everyone deserves a chance to survive and thrive. We strive to let each animal take a 

break, decompress and begin a new career using groundwork, time under saddle, and adventures to 

new places before finding their perfect partner. 

https://www.wildheartrestartranch.org 

https://www.instagram.com/wildheartrestartranch 

https://www.facebook.com/wildheartrestartranch 

Wildheartrr@gmail.com 

https://www.wildheartrestartranch.org/
https://www.instagram.com/wildheartrestartranch
https://www.facebook.com/wildheartrestartranch
mailto:Wildheartrr@gmail.com




Kelly Turney
California

I'm not a professional trainer. I have trained domestic horses, but not 

mustangs. However, I have spent the last 9 years closely observing 

mustangs being trained by others. I  currently own 4 prison trained 

mustangs and a burro that I trained myself.



present

The Wild Horse & Burro

òAdoptablesó



Burro
Jack

Tag # 5130

HMA: Centennial HMA

Centennial HMA

Some of these animals live primarily on the China Lake Naval Weapons Base 

and some live outside the Base. The Navy helps manage the herds. The herd is 

thought to descend from ranching stock. The horses tend to be of solid colors 

and range in size from 14 to 16 hands and weigh between 900 to 1100 pounds. 

Burros also live here but they are not officially managed. As burros and horses 

live in the same area, mules do appear on occasion.

Location: The Centennial Herd Management Area is located in Kern County, 

CA approximately 10 miles north of Ridgecrest, CA.



Burro
Jack

Tag # 5146

HMA: Centennial HMA

Centennial HMA

Some of these animals live primarily on the China Lake Naval Weapons Base 

and some live outside the Base. The Navy helps manage the herds. The herd is 

thought to descend from ranching stock. The horses tend to be of solid colors 

and range in size from 14 to 16 hands and weigh between 900 to 1100 pounds. 

Burros also live here but they are not officially managed. As burros and horses 

live in the same area, mules do appear on occasion.

Location: The Centennial Herd Management Area is located in Kern County, 

CA approximately 10 miles north of Ridgecrest, CA.


