
24319 County Road 17, Craig, CO 81625

www.mustangsummit.com

Wild Horse Symposium
Wild Horse Refuge

Craig, Colorado

August 5 - 8, 2026

Yearling Wild Horse Gentling Sessions
Clinics & Demos

5000 Miles 5000 Mustangs Documentary 
Screening in Steamboat Springs August 5th

Lectures & Panels    
Wild Horse & Foster Horse Adoption Event

Colorado Wild Horse Film Fest evenings



The Wild Horse Refuge is a private sanctuary that was created entirely for rescued Wild 

Mustangs that were taken from BLM Herd Management Areas (HMA) located within 

Colorado.  The Wild Horses living on this special property are now protected and have 

regained the freedom and independence they had prior to government interference. 

With more than 30,000 square miles of contiguous land to run free, their wild and free 

spirit has been restored.  With the Refuge being located just 30 miles from the Sand 

Wash Basin, the horses feel right at home as they roam freely across the vast open spaces 

of the Refuge!

There are no paddocks, stock pens, fenced pastures, or other smaller and more restrictive 

spaces in use here.  Instead of being relegated to pens or smaller pastures where they 

might have an occasional opportunity to run one or two hundred yards - or possibly even 

a few thousand feet... the wild horses living at the Refuge continue to run until they 

choose to stop. 

It is truly a beautiful sight to see when these wild horses are able to regain control of 

where they go and what they do completely on their own!

The Wild Horse Refuge is a completely new facility that was acquired in order to create 

a special home for Colorado's native Wild Horses.

Wild horses (Mustangs) are allowed to roam freely within the Refuge - which has more 

than 22,500 acres of land for the horses to roam freely.

https://www.wildhorserefuge.org/ 

https://www.wildhorserefuge.org/


Wild Horse Symposium General Event Info

ARRIVAL & OPENING NIGHT (AUGUST 5TH)

The symposium begins in Steamboat Springs with a special evening screening of 5,000 Miles 

5,000 Mustangs, presented in partnership with the EQUUS Film & Arts Festival. This 

WEDNESDAY EVENING opening event sets the tone for a week centered on storytelling, 

education, and connection within the Wild Horse community. 

Additional film screenings will take place throughout the week at the iconic Wildhorse Cinema 

+ Arts in Steamboat Springs.

FULL DAYS AT THE REFUGE (AUGUST 6TH -8TH)

From August 6th-8th, The Wild Horse Refuge will operate as an open-campus experience from 

9:00 AM-4:00 PM daily. Guests will have access to speaker presentations and live Mustang 

training and gentling demonstrations led by experienced professionals working directly with 

the horses. 

This offers guests a closer look at Wild Horse care, management, and rehabilitation in practice.

EXPLORE THE REFUGE

Guided Refuge Tours (AUGUST 6TH-8TH)

Guests will have the opportunity to experience more than 30,000 acres of Colorado's northwest 

landscape through guided Refuge tours. These tours offer a rare window into The Wild Horse 

Refuge and its mission of providing a safe home for Wild Horses in need of protection and 

lifelong care. Nearly 300 Wild Horses can be observed living and roaming across the range in 

natural herd conditions, reflecting the Refuge's commitment to preserving their instinctive 

behaviors, herd dynamics, and untamed spirit. 

Evening Gatherings (AUGUST 6TH & 7TH ONLY)

As the day winds down, guests are invited to gather for complimentary food and drinks, 

campfire conversations, and Class II dark-sky stargazing beneath the expansive Colorado sky. 

Slow down, enjoy the night air, and spend time together under one of the clearest night skies in 

the country. Food will be served beginning at 6:00 PM and dark sky activities will begin 

around 8:00 PM!

FEATURED EVENT - WILD HORSE ADOPTION

On Saturday, August 8th, the Symposium will conclude with a featured on-site Wild Horse 

Adoption event. Guests will witness young Mustangs who have completed several days of 

professional training with experienced trainers from across the country as they take their next 

step into adoption and placement.



SPEAKER & PRESENTATION SCHEDULE

All Field Expert presentations are included with Symposium registration and will take place at The 

Wild Horse Refuge in Craig, CO located at 24319 County Rd 17, Craig, CO 81625.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6TH

Tent 1:

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM: From Research to Reality: Applying PZP in Wild Horse 

Management

Presented by: Allen Rutberg, Ph.D. & Karen Herman Ph.D.

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM: The Bureau of Land Management's Approach to Wild Horse 

Management

Presented by: Alan Bittner

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM: The Forest Service Approach to Wild Horse and Burro 

Management

Presented by: Teresa Drotar, DVM

Tent 2:

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM: Life on the Range: Advocacy and Fertility Control in Sand 

Wash Basin

Presented by: Stella Trueblood and Stephanie Causey

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM: The Mission of The Wild Horse Refuge

Presented by: Pat Craig & Austin Hill

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM: Preparing Mustangs for Adoption Through the Wild Horse 

Inmate Program

Presented by: Mitch Karstens



SPEAKER & PRESENTATION SCHEDULE

All Field Expert presentations are included with Symposium registration and will take place at The 

Wild Horse Refuge in Craig, CO located at 24319 County Rd 17, Craig, CO 81625.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7TH

Tent 1:

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM: From Research to Reality: Applying PZP in Wild Horse 

Management

Presented by: Allen Rutberg, Ph.D. & Karen Herman Ph.D.

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM: The Bureau of Land Management's Approach to Wild 

Horse Management

Presented by: Alan Bittner

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM: Preparing Mustangs for Adoption Through the Wild Horse 

Inmate Program

Presented by: Mitch Karstens

Tent 2:

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM: The Forest Service Approach to Wild Horse and Burro 

Management

Presented by: Teresa Drotar, DVM

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM: Life on the Range: Advocacy and Fertility Control in Sand 

Wash Basin

Presented by: Stella Trueblood and Stephanie Causey

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM: The Mission of The Wild Horse Refuge

Presented by: Pat Craig & Austin Hill



ÂƖĲƚĲŰƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШљ ĬŸƓƣċĤũĲƚњШШ
8 Yearlings started and available on Saturday  to go home with you!

1 BLM Reassignment Yearling Available!
Please fill out this form to Adopt: 

https://form.jotform.com/261407132943150   
START 
TIME

THURSDAY
45-minute sessions
Start Time 10:00 am

FRIDAY
45-minute sessions
Start Time 10:00 am

SATURDAY
30-minute sessions

Auction Starts at 3 pm

10:00
AM

Yearling
Alecz Adams

Yearling
Mary Kitzmiller

Yearling
Stephanie Linsley

10:45
AM

Yearling
Sky Epperson

Yearling
Sky Epperson

Yearling
Mikenzie Payne

11:30
AM

Yearling
Bruce Anderson

Yearling
Alecz Adams

Yearling
Bruce Anderson

12:15
PM

Yearling
Mary Kitzmiller

Yearling
Stephanie Linsley

Yearling
Sky Epperson

1:00
PM

Yearling
George Brauneis

Yearling
Mikenzie Payne

Yearling
George Brauneis

1:45
PM

Yearling
Paige Burnham

Yearling
George Brauneis

Yearling
Paige Burnham

2:30 
PM

Yearling
Mikenzie Payne

Yearling
Paige Burnham

Yearling
Alecz Adams

3:15
PM

Yearling
Stephanie Linsley

Yearling
Bruce Anderson

Yearling
Mary Kitzmiller

https://form.jotform.com/261407132943150


ÂƖĲƚĲŰƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШљ[ŸƚƣĲƖШcŸƖƚĲƚњ
ΥШċƻċŔũċĤũĲШљΣΜҼњШ?ċǃШőŸƖƚĲƚШċƻċŔũċĤũĲШƣŸШŊŸШőŸůĲШƽŔƣőШǃŸƨг
Please fill out this form to Adopt:    https://form.jotform.com/261407132943150  

START 
TIME

THURSDAY
30-minute 

presentations

FRIDAY
30-minute presentations

SATURDAY
30-minute presentations

10:00
AM

Wild Heart Haven
Yearling Gelding

Lisanne Fear
Burro Pair

Leiah Burnham
Yearling Gelding

10:30
AM

Wild Heart Haven
Adult Mare

Wild Heart Haven
Yearling Gelding

Foster Horse
Wild Rose Mustang

11:00
AM

Wild Heart Haven
Yearling Gelding

11:30
PM

Paige Burnham
Adult Horse Gelding

Leiah Burnham
Yearling Gelding

12:00
PM

Sarah Welty
Adult Horse Mare

Wild Heart Haven
Adult Mare

12:30
PM

Macey Sanburg
Adult Horse Mare

Paige Burnham
Adult Horse Gelding

1:00 
PM

Leiah Burnham
Yearling Gelding

Paige Burnham
Adult Horse Gelding

Sarah Welty
Adult Horse Mare

1:30
PM

Foster Horse
Wild Rose Mustang

Sarah Welty
Adult Horse Mare

Lisanne Fear
 Burro Pair

2:00
PM

Lisanne Fear
Burro Pair

Wild Heart Haven
Adult Mare

Foster Horse
Wild Rose Mustang

All Horse will be available to be viewed 
2:30 PMт 3 PM with their trainers 

Please fill out this form to Adopt:    https://form.jotform.com/261407132943150  

https://form.jotform.com/261407132943150
https://form.jotform.com/261407132943150


Presenting the Wild Horse  Speakers and Presenters
Humans, Wild Horses & Burros
ƣШƣőĲШШљ~ĲĲƣШÑőĲШEǂƓĲƖƣƚњШÑċĤũĲШѼШ ƖĲċ
Please fill out this form to Adopt: 

https://form.jotform.com/261407132943150  
START 
TIME

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

10:00
AM

Taryn Hillman
Demo with 

Yearling for BLM
Re-Assignment

Taryn Hillman
Demo with 

Yearling for BLM
Re-Assignment

Rachel Ann
Caring for Burros

11:00
AM

Wild Rose
Equine Advocacy

Mustang
Eventing Demo 

Wild Rose
Equine Advocacy

Mustang
Eventing Demo 

Wild Rose
Equine Advocacy

Mustang
Eventing Demo 

12:30
PM

Kerry Thomas
Herd Dynamics

Lisanne Fear
5000 Miles

5000 Mustangs

Jake Harvath
Year of the Mustang

1:00
PM

Lisanne Fear
5000 Miles

5000 Mustangs

Kerry Thomas
Herd Dynamics

Taryn Hillman
Demo with 

Yearling for BLM
Re-Assignment

2:00
PM

Wild Rose
Equine Advocacy

Mustang
Eventing Demo 

Rachel Ann
Caring for Burros

Kerry Thomas
Herd Dynamics

3:00
PM

AUCTION
EVENT

www.mustangsummit.com  

https://form.jotform.com/261407132943150
http://www.mustangsummit.com/


START 

TIME
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1:00 

PM

The Mustangs: 

Americaôs Wild Horses

90 mins

Trailer

Wild Horse 

Short Film Collection

90 mins

Cloud Wild Stallion of 

the Rockies 

Q & A After

90 mins 

Trailer

3:00

PM

Cloud Wild Stallion of 

the Rockies 

Q & A After

90 mins 

Trailer

The Mustangs: Americaôs 

Wild Horses

90 mins

3 PM  Wild Horses at 

the Door

40:00 mins

5 PM ñGalloping Freeò ï 

World Premier

Filmmaker Q & A

Alyssa Mathews

4 PM  Americas Wild 

Horse Crisis 

33 mins

Julie Carp Q & A

5:00

PM

H.O.O.V.E.S

60 mins

Trailer

6 PM 

Mustang of  The 

Caracas Mesa

27 mins

WPM ï Short  

5:15 PM 

Galloping Free

Filmmaker Q  &  A

Alyssa Mathews

6:15

PM

Horses for Mental 

Health

Veterans & First 

Responders Panel

Special Guest Panel

6:30 PM Wild Horse 

Genetics and History 

Panel

Laura Harper & Dusty 

Pierce

5:45:PM Untamed 

Bond

35 mins

Filmmaker & Star

 Q & A  After Film

7:30

PM

Special Sizzle ï 

A Ranch Musical  10:00 

mins

Dance of the Wild

90 mins

Trailer

Special Sizzle ï 

A Ranch Musical  10:00 

mins

Throw Away Horses 

96:00

Trailer

7:00 PM 

5000 Miles 5000 

Mustangs

120 mins

Trailer

Q & A Following

Special Wednesday August 5th, 2026  Film Premier

5000 Miles 5000 Mustangs
Filmmaker - Julianne Neal & Star ï Lisanne Fear

Trailer

Doors Open at 5:30 pm for Meet & Greet / Film at 7:00 pm

https://themustangsfilm.com/
https://www.thecloudfoundation.org/
https://www.thecloudfoundation.org/
https://www.hooves.us/
https://www.danceofthewild.com/
https://throwawayhorses.com/
https://amustangstory.com/
https://amustangstory.com/


Colorado Wild Horse 

Film Fest

August 5 ð 8, 2026
Steamboat Springs, Colorado

Wildhorse Cinema + Arts

655 Marketplace Plaza

1 pm ð 9 pm Daily

Films & Wild Horse Panels

www.equusfilmfest.com

www.wildhorsesteamboat.org



About the EQUUS Film & Arts Fest | Wild Horse Summit

The EQUUS Film & Arts Fest is the first event of  its kind to offer a home to the storytellers of  the horse 

world, with films, documentaries, videos, commercials, and shorts from around the world and cultural 

elements of  fine equestrian art and literature.In 2025 EQUUS will host 12+ events from the Yukon to the 

UK. Looking toward a 2027 EQUUS Film Fest in Mongolia!

The Wild Horse Summit is an educational platform to raise awareness and understanding about the Wild 

Horses in holding, Sale Authority (aka S/A), auction yards, or just waiting, who available for adoption. A 

horse who has a safe and quiet start can be trainable and become a good partner. It is our mission to bring 

awareness to Wild Horses who need homes. Focusing on and highlighting the work taking place in the 

healing and equine assisted learning fields with horses. Providing resources for all who want to learn about 

the Off-Range wild horse.

Founded in 2013 by Lisa Diersen, Director/Organizer, an equestrian, who has spent her life in the 

company of horses. Lisaõs mission is to show the world how horses can bring everyone together regardless 

of  race, age, gender, abilities or disabilities. She resides in Saint Charles, Illinois, with her Jack Russell, 

Amore and her Lusitano, Urano. 

Julianne Neal, with JA Media Productions, joined the team in 2016. As the EQUUS Film and Arts Fest 

Director of  Production and Education. Julianne is a gifted storyteller and an important member of  the 

team. Her ability to bring stories and events to life at the festivals and summits is an invaluable component 

of  our events. 

Every horse has a story, itõs our mission at the  EQUUS Film & Arts Fest to share those stories, 
through film, art and literature.

The EQUUS Film Fest Channel You-Tube, streaming to all your devices.

Visit our website at:www.equusfilmfest.com and ourFaceBookpage.

www.mustangsummit.com 

PR AND/OR SPONSOR CONTACT:  

Lisa Diersen  lisa@equusfilmfestival.net   +1-630-272-3077

Additional Info: Julianne Neal    julianneneal@me.com   +1-803-351-0223

Assistant to the Director: Julie Martin 

SOCIAL MEDIA

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival 

You-Tube - https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured 

https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured
http://www.equusfilmfest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival/
http://www.mustangsummit.com/
mailto:lisa@equusfilmfestival.net
mailto:julianneneal@me.com
https://www.facebook.com/EquusFilmFestival
https://www.youtube.com/@equusfilmfestival772/featured


Lisa Diersen 
EQUUS Film & Arts Fest | Wild Horse Summit 
Founder / Director
Lisa Diersen is an equestrian; riding since she could sit in a saddle, Diersen has a great appreciation for all types of 

equestrian disciplines.  She is the Founder and Director of the EQUUS Film & Arts Fest, now in its 13th season and 

the Wild Horse Summit. The EFF empowers storytellers to show horses' rich history and diverse tapestry in human 

culture through equestrian content, film, art, and literature. The EQUUS Film Festival is the first film festival 

oriented around equestrian-themed content from all over the world that also travels the world. Screening feature 

films, documentaries, shorts, music videos, commercials, training educational materials, art, and literature, covering 

all equestrian disciplines, creating a home for the storytellers of the horse world. 

Created for Horse Loversé by Horse Lovers!

Her mission is to show the world how horses can bring everyone together regardless of race, age, gender, abilities, or 

disabilities. Lisa is passionate about the education and enlightenment of others to the wonderful world of horses and 

everything they can do to enrich our lives.

Producer and writer credits on the DOWN Syndrome equine documentary òA Pony And His Boy: The Story Of 

Berry & Joshó for the EQUUS Film Festival in New York City and the National DOWN Syndrome Congress 2019 

with SPOTLIGHT Rescue Series partner and film director Julianne Neal. Working on additional SRS documentaries 

to add to the series she and Neal started in 2017. The Mustang Discovery Ride Project is now in production. Adding 

the òWild Horse Summitó to the EQUUS programming in 2022. With a focus on educating the public about Wild 

Horses and their importance in the world today.

She is a published equine author with many articles to her credit. Diersen spent the early part of her career with 

General Motors in engineering, then moving into the subdivision development and home/barn building market, 

winning an Illinois Home Builder Award, before returning to her first loveé.... working with horses! She spends her 

time, when not promoting equestrian film, having fun promoting Classical Dressage, Lusitanos, and Wild Horses, 

and spending time with her faithful Jack Russell Terrier, Amore, and her Lusitano, Urano.

www.equusfilmfest.com 

www.mustangsummit.com    

lisa@equusfilmfestival.net         

+1-630-272-3077

http://www.equusfilmfest.com/
http://www.mustangsummit.com/
mailto:lisa@equusfilmfestival.net


Julianne Neal 

JA Media Productions 

South Carolina

Podcast Producer/Editor/Host Documentary Filmmaker

EQUUS Film and Arts Fest Director of  Production and Education
WEBSITES:www.jamediaconnections.com

www.naturesview.us

www.amustangstory.com

https://themarleyproject.org

Julianne is the owner of JA Media Connections, LLC and the Producer/Director of A Mustang Story, the 

documentary/docuseries covering The Mustang Discovery Ride and other Mustang-related stories. She works in 

partnership with Bruce Anderson to provide Equine Assisted Services through Nature's View, Inc. and The Marley Project, 

Inc, a non-profit 501(c)(3) providing equine education and public service. The Marley Project is a member of the EQUUS 

Foundation Equine Welfare Network and has been a charity partner with Horses for Mental Health since 2023. The 

organization works to connect horses with individuals, educational groups, law enforcement officers and management 

training professionals. The recent work involving Mustangs led to a K-12 curriculum and arts integration component in the 

non-profitõs Wellness Through MustangsÈ program. Julianne is a designated professional with Arenas for Change, holding 

a dual certification in Education and Horses.

Julianne retired in 2022 after a 35-year career in Arts Education and K-12 Administration. A life-long horse lover, she owns 

and operates Thornfield LLC, a boarding and training facility in South Carolina. She combines her love of all things equine, 

educational experience and arts focus to bring clients and projects together through the boutique creative production 

company, JA Media Connections. Julianne completed the Director's Program through the Manhattan Film Institute in 2016 

and began working with film production through a partnership with The Art of Storytelling (AOS), an international agency 

specializing in transformational stories. Their first collaborative project, òTHE EDGE: Bruce Anderson - Natural 

Humanship ó is an award-winning documentary providing insight into Anderson's work

JA Media Connections LLC produces a catalogue of podcasts. The initial podcast, òWhinny Tales: Horse Stories, Pony 

Legends and Unicorn Yarnsó has featured such organizations as the EQUUS Film and Arts Fest, Equitana USA, Horses 

and Humans Research Foundation and Creative Spirits UnLeashed. As a member of the EQUUS Film and Arts Fest 

Team, she serves as Director of Production and Education, producing and directing the Spotlight Rescue Series and the 

documentary film, A Pony and His Boy, as well as hosting the festival podcast. Other shows in the JA Media catalogue 

include a bi-weekly podcast for Brooke USA: On The Road, Tiny Horse Talk and the Mustang Discovery Ride. JA Media 

produces LIVESTREAM content during festival events, with programming for the panel discussions, training demos and 

on the scene interviews. The podcast catalogue and links to other content may be found on the JA Media website.

In her spare time, Julianne loves to ride her Warmblood/Shire cross, Winston, as well as her "wildies," Willie and Mustang 

Congaree.

http://www.jamediaconnections.com/
http://www.naturesview.us/
http://www.amustangstory.com/
https://themarleyproject.org/


2026 ALL EQUUS Film & Arts Fest and Wild Horse Summit Events

January  SGPL Film Fest January 14, 2026 Sugar Grove, IL

February EQUUS UK  February 7, 2026 Helmsley UK

April  Equine Affaire Ohio April 9-11, 2026 Columbus, OH

May  SGPL Film Fest May 13, 206  Sugar Grove, IL

June  Western States Horse Expo / Mustang Summit     

     June 6-8, 2026  Sacramento, CA

June  Trail of  Faith Wild Horse Summit       

     June 12-14, 2026 Trenton, NC

June  Rupert Isaacson ð Horse Boy Midwest Training ð St. James Farm

     June 27, 2026 Warrenville, IL

July  BreyerFest EQUUS Film Festival at the Kentucky Horse Park    

    July 10-12, 2026 Lexington, KY

August  5000 Miles 5000 Mustangs Film Screening - August 5, 2026 - Steamboat Springs, CO

August  Colorado Wild Horse Refuge Wild Horse Summit 

     August 5-8, 2026 Craig, CO

September SGPL Film Fest September 3, 2026 Sugar Grove, IL

September Mustang Valley Wild Horse Summit

     Sept  11-13, 2026 West Fulton, NY

October Libertyfest EQUUS Film Fest Alltech Arena Kentucky Horse Park

     October 8-11, 2026 Lexington, KY

October Tennessee Wild Horse Summit Fall Creek Falls Equestrian Center 

     October 16-18, 2026 Pikeville, TN

November Equine Affair Massachusetts November 12 ð 15, 2026 ð W. Springfield, MA

November EQUUS Film & Arts Fest Midway Kentucky Nov 19-22, 2026  Lexington, KY
_________________________________________________________________________________________

2027 April American Mustang Project Summit Stephans College Equestrian Center

     Columbia, MO

2027 May EQUUS Film Festival Mongolia and International Wild Horse Summit

     May 27 thru June 5 Ulaanbaatar   Mongolia





Colorado Equine Liability Act

Warning - Under Colorado Law, an equine 
professional is not liable for the injury to or the 
death of a participant in equine activities resulting 
from the inherent risks of equine activities, 
pursuant to section 13-21-119, Colorado Revised 
Statutes.



https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/29/movies/cat -film-
festival-dog-film-festival-equus-film-festival.html  

https://www.horseillustrated.com/equus -film-and-arts-
fest-2019/ 

https://www.chronofhorse.com/article/year -horse-gets-
red-carpet-treatment-true-new-york-style-star-studd/  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/teresagenaro/2014/11/20/
equine-film-festival-makes-harlem-debut/  

https://www.theirishfield.ie/sport -horse/sport-horse-
news/from-snowman-to-slaughtered-the-equus-film-
festival-had-something-for-all-195368 

https://montyroberts.com/meet -montys-team-at-equine-
affaire-and-equus-film-festival-nyc/ 

https://www.theplaidhorse.com/2025/11/17/equestrian -
docuseries-inside-the-ingate-is-a-2025-equus-film-fest-
winnie-award-winner/ 

https://equnews.com/article/horseball/about -the-third-
annual-equus-film-festival-in-nyc 

https://equusmagazine.com/news/horses-and-the-
science-of-harmony-heads-to-big-screen 

https://nwhorsesource.com/feature -film-running-wild-
makes-new-city-debut-2016-equus-film-festival/ 

https://news.maryland.gov/mda/press-
release/2021/12/28/maryland-horse-industry-board-
short-film-wins-award-at-equus-film-arts-fest/ 

https://www.horsenation.com/2020/10/14/equus -film-
arts-fest-2020-virtual-event-to-take-place-november-13-
22-2020/ 

https://sedonafilmfestival.com/equus -film-festival-2019/  https://rewildingeurope.com/news/tarpan -film-won-the-
best-short-documentary-award-at-the-equus-film-
festival/ 

https://thinlineglobal.com/blog/unbridled -the-movie-to-
screen-september-17-in-the-equus-film-festival-at-the-
world-equestrian-games 

https://equineinfoexchange.com/recreation -
lifestyle/fantastic -films-emerge-amidst-controversy-at-
the-equus-film-festival-in-nyc 

https://horsesport.com/horse -news/equus-film-festival-
lands-ontario/ 

https://www.americanfarriers.com/articles/8102 -farrier-
documentary-earns-equus-film-festival-invite 

https://www.equinechronicle.com/new -documentary-
focuses-on-young-boy-with-down-syndrome-and-his-
pony/ 

https://www.nj.com/horsenews/2016/12/quus_film_festi
val_presented_b.html 

https://equisearch.com/news/equus -magazine-
directors-panels-blockbuster-lineup-coming-equus-film-
festival-nyc-november-29870/ 

https://midsouthhorsereview.com/article/5925  

https://www.tenntexas.com/2023/08/equus -film-arts-
fest-and-the-mustang-summit-in-westcliffe-colorado-
this-september/ 

https://www.horseillustrated.com/horse -news-2014-12-
horse-movies-given-center-stage-at-equus-film-festival/ 

https://horse -canada.com/free-rein/equus-film-festival/ 

https://www.michigansthumb.com/news/article/A -
Sunday-Horse-Named-Official-Selection-at-Li-l-
7271551.php 

https://timidrider.com/2017 -equus-film-festival/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfMfRtPJZxA https://www.horsenation.com/2016/12/08/editorial -the-
equus-film-festival-nyc-sponsorship-controversy/ 

https://www.horsenation.com/2016/12/01/highlights -
from-the-equus-film-festival-nyc/ 

https://equus -blog.com/equus-film-festival/ 

https://issuu.com/equusfilmfest/docs/2023_equus_west
cliffe-co_program-in-progress_insta 

https://equinemonthly.com/a -pony-and-his-boy/ 

https://www.suu.edu/news/2016/01/film -about-suus-
history-wins-national-competition.html  

https://horse -canada.com/magazine/miscellaneous/hot-
horse-docs/ 

https://www.theirishfield.ie/sport -horse/pony-tales/zara-
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The Wild Horse

òListenersó



Alecz Adams 
Lake George, Colorado

Alecz Adams Horse and Rider Training 

10th Mountain Equine

Author / Mustangs Advocate / Veterans Mustang Program
https://www.facebook.com/aleczadamshorseandridertraining 

          
Alecz Adams, President and Director of Equine Operations at 10th Mountain Equine. Trainer at Alecz 

Adams Horse and Rider Training, she has been working professionally with horses for over 35 years 

internationally. A successful competition and pro rider in a variety of disciplines: Hunters, Jumpers, 

Eventing, Reining, Trail, English Equitation, Western Pleasure, and many Gymkhana Events, she 

currently works as a horse trainer, private riding instructor, Depth Hypnosis Practitioner, Equine 

Assisted Activity Facilitator, Ranch Manager, and Mustanger with the Mustang Summit.

Ms. Adams published the book Mindful Horseback Riding, and trains horses and individuals alike in 

methods from her book, from Trustwork to Yoga on Horseback, as well as teaching traditional riding 

disciplines, vaulting, and mounted archery. She also spent several years designing, creating and 

training both horses and staff for several companies in both North and South America, including the 

number one equestrian tour company in Peru, Mountain Lodges of Peru. 

In 2019, Alecz co-founded the Colorado 501(c)3 nonprofit 10th Mountain Equine, with the mission to 

rescue horses and serve our community and country by providing proven, effective Equine Assisted 

Therapies and Activities to improve peopleôs lives including children, veterans and those 

experiencing psychological trauma. Ms. Adams has been facilitating and providing Equine Assisted 

Therapies and Activities to people in need for over a decade. She has developed several new 

modalities, including the Equine Assisted Trauma Releasement and the Horse Guided Hypnotherapy 

methods which are becoming increasingly successful across the country.

https://10me.org/   

https://www.facebook.com/aleczadamshorseandridertraining
https://10me.org/


Bruce Anderson 
South Carolina

Bruce Anderson is a passionate and enthusiastic trainer and clinician who firmly believes not only 

in the power of the horse, but also in our responsibility to help horses acclimate into our modern 

world. Bruce grew up on the West Indian islands of Trinidad and Tobago and it was there on the 

family cocoa and coffee estate that he began his relationship with horses. He learned to ride on the 

estate and then

represented his country on the National Show Jumping Team. From there he moved on to 

breeding farms at home, in the U.K. and in the U.S. While in England, he earned an agricultural 

degree at Merristwood College and in the U.S. where he worked in the Thoroughbred racing 

industry. He eventually moved into the hunter/jumper ñAò show circuit, working in Camden, SC 

where he is now established as a trainer.

Bruce is certified through the Mustang Heritage Foundation's Trainer Incentive Program and 

enjoys working with Mustangs, but also appreciates working with owners and their horses to 

assist them in building better relationships. Bruceôs gift is centered in his unique system of 

Natural HumanshipTM developed over a lifetime of work with all types of horses. His recent 

experience working with feral horses has taken the system to another level. One of Bruceôs most 

powerful and influential work settings took place in 2015 when he was called to the Bahamas to 

work with Nunki, the last feral mare in the line of Abaco Island Wild Horses, now extinct. That 

experience was the catalyst for a documentary featuring Bruceôs life and work, ñThe Edge: Bruce 

Anderson's Natural HumanshipTM.ò A selected presenter for the 2018 World Equestrian Games 

and 2020 EQUITANA USA, Bruce works with counselors and mental health professionals, law 

enforcement agencies, school and church groups across the southeastern US to provide Equine 

Assisted Services with partner Julianne Neal through Natureôs View, Inc. and The Marley Project 

501(c)(3). 

Natureôs View website: http://www.naturesview.us 

The Marley Project website: https://themarleyproject.org 

View The Edge: https://equustelevision.com/watch/241 

Social Media: https://www.facebook.com/Naturesviewinc 

 https://www.facebook.com/jamediaconnections 

http://www.naturesview.us/
https://themarleyproject.org/
https://equustelevision.com/watch/241
https://www.facebook.com/Naturesviewinc
https://www.facebook.com/jamediaconnections


George Brauneis
Colorado

Eagles and Wild Horses Ranch

George Brauneis is a lifelong horseman, wild horse advocate, storyteller, and the founder of Eagles and Wild Horses Ranch 

in western Colorado.

George grew up on the eastern edge of Roubideau Canyon, where the rugged country rises toward the Uncompahgre 

Plateauðland that was once part of the Ute Nation. Long before he dreamed of becoming an author, those canyons became 

his playground. Nearly every day brought a new adventure as he explored the mesas, arroyos, hidden springs, and winding 

trails with his trusty horse, Taffy; his steadfast mammoth burro, Old Ed; and his three faithful dogsðFinster, Zorro, and 

Licorice. Those childhood adventures instilled a lifelong appreciation for wildlife, wild places, and the stories that nature 

quietly tells to those willing to listen.

His love of horses began almost as soon as he could walk. At just six years old, George wrote letters to Congress and the 

President in support of Wild Horse Annie and the legislation that would eventually become the Wild Free-Roaming Horses 

and Burros Act of 1971. What began as a childhood passion grew into a lifelong calling.

After college, Georgeôs path led him to Southern California, where he worked in the aerospace industry as a technical 

engineer and information manager for a precision five-axis CNC manufacturing company serving aerospace leaders, 

including Northrop Grumman and Boeing. Among the many projects he supported were components that ultimately became 

part of the International Space Station. While his career helped support humanityôs exploration of space, his heart never 

strayed far from the wild horses, wide-open landscapes, and timeless spirit of the American West.

Eventually, the call of home proved stronger than the lure of aerospace. George returned to western Colorado, where he now 

dedicates his days to caring for a herd of rescued wild horses and burros, preparing adopted mustangs for successful new 

homes, and working alongside organizations committed to protecting Americaôs wild horses. His work has included many 

volunteer hours restoring habitat, improving water sources, removing obsolete fencing, supporting humane fertility control 

programs, and advocating for practical, science-based management that benefits healthy rangelands, wildlife, livestock, and 

wild horses alike.

The Watering Hole Chronicles grew naturally from those experiences. Inspired by both his childhood adventures and the 

remarkable personalities of the animals he has known throughout his life, the series brings together humor, friendship, 

adventure, and timeless life lessons. Characters like Sneaky Pete, Tahotay, Tux, Bart, Lucy, and the ever-watchful Magpie 

may be fictional, but their personalitiesðand many of their adventuresðare rooted in the real world.

George believes every horse has a story, every landscape holds a memory, and every personðyoung or oldðstill has room 

for one more adventure. Through his writing, he hopes to remind readers that courage can be quiet, kindness is never wasted, 

and the best journeys are often measured not by the miles traveled, but by the friends made along the way.

Whether heôs standing beneath an ancient cottonwood, watching a rescued mustang discover trust, or sharing a tale around an 

imaginary campfire, George hopes his stories inspire readers to see the world with a little more wonder, a little more 

compassion, and a little more joy.

https://www.facebook.com/george.brauneis 

https://www.facebook.com/george.brauneis


Paige Burham
Colorado

My name is Paige Burnham and I am the owner and operator of Fantasia Horsemanship 

LLC. I have over 20 years of horse experience, and am beyond excited to be taking this 

next step in my horsemanship journey. My experience includes showing at the national 

and world levels in Dressage, Working Equitation, hunt seat equitation, and western 

horsemanship with my PRE Andalusian, and gentling and training BLM Mustangs to be 

successful in a myriad of disciplines, including Dressage, Western Dressage, Eventing, 

Endurance, Obstacle Challenges, and ranch riding. I have competed in various mustang 

training challenges, including the inaugural Mustang Classic, the first ever English 

mustang makeover.

My goal with Fantasia Horsemanship is to help you and your horse build a relationship 

based on mutual understanding and respect. I utilize a wide variety of training 

techniques, and follow the LIMA training principles to guide my training. I work to teach 

owner and horse together, so that both are set up for a lifetime of success. My work in the 

Human- Horse Relationship during my time at Canisius University, where I graduated 

with a Masterôs degree in Anthrozoology, has shown me effective and positive ways that 

I can guide others to build wonderful bonds with their horses, regardless if that horse is 

completely untouchable, or an established horse-rider pair looking to build on and 

improve their abilities.

https://www.facebook.com/p/Fantasia-Horsemanship-61567454819722/ 

https://www.facebook.com/p/Fantasia-Horsemanship-61567454819722/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Fantasia-Horsemanship-61567454819722/
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https://www.facebook.com/p/Fantasia-Horsemanship-61567454819722/


Sky Epperson 
Indiana

Mustang Listener - Founder of  the Mustang Adoption Academy (a registered 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit) & facilitator of  the Mustangs of  Service veterans mental health program. 

Sky has over 20 years of  experience training horses and with this hands-on 

knowledge, as well as inspiration from Dr. Stephen Peters' equine neuroscience 

research, has developed a set of  brain-based horsemanship principles. This 

approach fueled his formation of  the Mustang Adoption Academy, a nonprofit that 

saves Mustangs and helps Veterans through the MAAõs free Mustangs of Service 

(MOS) mental health program. The deep parallels between mustangs & veterans in 

the MOS program facilitates transformative moments, when both the wild horse &

the veteran start to navigate the pressures of  & find safety in this world.

Sky is a certified Life Coach, integrates his training from Equusoma®, is Arenas for 

Change (ARCH) trained and has completed vast military & trauma-informed 

trainings. He is also a registered Branded Forever Partnership Trainer.

If  you are or know a Veteran who might benefit from the free MOS program, Sky would 

love to hear from you.  

Find more information at www.MustangAdoptionAcademy.com 

Follow along with the MAA & MOS Veterans Program on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/MustangAdoptionAcademy/ 

or Instagram: @MustangAdoptionAcademy

http://www.mustangadoptionacademy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/MustangAdoptionAcademy/


Taryn Hillman
Colorado

Presenting the BLM 

Reassignment Yearling

Tag # 6227 / Jinnie

Sponsored by: Jessica Yi

HMA: Sulfur, Utah

Born and raised in Colorado, Taryn graduated 

from CSU with a degree in Equine Science 

and Agricultural Business. She pursued her 

passion for horses from a young age and has 

been actively involved in both training horses 

and teaching lessons for over 20 years. She 

became a PATH Certified Instructor in 2007, 

helping individuals with special needs 

accomplish their goals while learning how to 

ride. She has participated in multiple Extreme 

Mustang Makeover competitions and several 

of those mustangs became partners in her 

therapeutic riding and lesson program. She has 

also competed in the Equine Comeback 

Challenge and several local TIP challenges, 

consistently placing among the top performers. 

When training horses she strives to do right by 

the horse, using natural horsemanship training 

methods to gain trust and respect while 

working with the horse to create a partnership 

with the goal of developing quiet, versatile 

horses that most anyone can ride

https://www.facebook.com/wildheartshorsemanship

https://wildheartshorseman.wixsite.com/whhllc 

https://instagram.com/wildheartshorsemanship 

https://www.facebook.com/wildheartshorsemanship
https://wildheartshorseman.wixsite.com/whhllc
https://instagram.com/wildheartshorsemanship


Mary Kitzmiller
Texas
www.marykitzmiller.com

Perhaps my greatest of equine teachers has been the American Mustang.  Mustang 

training can be an incredibly humbling experience as they do not readily hand you 

their trust and their heart.  You must earn it.  In 2011 I began competing in Extreme 

Mustang Makeover events which require trainers to work with a Mustang for 3-4 

months and then compete with their mounts.  In 2012, I placed 4th in the finals and 

2013 I was awarded 5th place and $50,700 in the first ever Mustang Million 

competition.  I was the highest placing woman of the event.  I have such an immense 

love and respect for Mustangs and am so grateful to the wonderful Mustangs in my 

life that opened up a world of opportunities for me.

marykkitzmiller@gmail.com  

https://www.marykitzmiller.com/
mailto:marykkitzmiller@gmail.com


Stephanie Linsley
Colorado

Stephanie may have lucked into her early involvement with Mustangs as she grew 

up in Wild Horse Country here in Grand Junction... but since adopting her first 

Mustang in 2007, she has deliberately dedicated her life to them. Through her 

work with various nonprofit organizations, and with her own horsemanship 

business, she has had the privilege to draw knowledge and share experiences with 

over a thousand Mustangs over the years. Currently, Stephanie teaches 

horsemanship clinics around the world and offers online horsemanship courses, all 

with the guiding principle of seeking balance in all things... with our horses and 

with ourselves.

www.infinityhorsemanship.com

www.facebook.com/infinityhorsemanship 

http://www.infinityhorsemanship.com/
http://www.facebook.com/infinityhorsemanship


Mikenzie Payne
Missouri

Royal Payne Stables

Owner & Riding Instructor

Mustang Mikenzie is a horse enthusiast, experienced mustang handler, head trainer 

and owner of both Royal Payne Stables and Mustang Mikenzie Horsemanship 

located in Sedalia, MO. This program specializes specifically in mustang gentling, 

training, and rehabilitation. Mikenzie has dedicated the last 9 years of her life to 

rescuing and gentling wild Mustangs and providing them with strong, lasting, 

foundational training they can take anywhere!

https://www.royalpaynestables.com/ 

royalpaynestables@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/royalpaynestables
https://www.royalpaynestables.com/
mailto:royalpaynestables@gmail.com


The Wild Yearlings

òAdoptablesó



Adoptables & Fosters
Adopters/Purchasers for the Wild Horse Refuge 
Symposium Wild Horse Summit Adoption event will be 
able to view the horses and burros after 1pm on 
Saturday August 8th with a completed 
adoption/purchase form.

 No entry fee will be required with completed adoption 
application on Saturday August 8th after 1pm.

 You MUST bring a copy of your completed application or 
have it available on your phone. This applies to both the 
"Adoptables" & "Foster Horses". NO Bidding without it.



Yearling ñAdoptableò
Gelding ï Red Roan

Tag # 5986 ï Cheerio - Sponsored by: KC KIDS

HMA: Adobe Town, WY

Adobe Town WY HMA

The horses exhibit a full range of colors, with greys and roans predominating. The 

present population has been influenced by the routine escape of domestic saddle 

stock from the surrounding populated areas. The horses range from 14 to 15 hands 

and 900-1100 pounds mature weight. One of the most famous wild horses of all 

times, named ñDesert Dustò came from this area.

Location: The Adobe Town HMA is located in south central Wyoming between 

Interstate 80 and the Colorado/Wyoming border. It encompasses nearly 347,840 

acres of mostly BLM-administered public land with a small portion of intermingled 

private lands and is west of Baggs, Wyoming..

Starting 

Bid

$500

$1500

Buy Now

Option

Please fill out the Adoption Application Form  if you are going to 

attend the adoption event. Scan QR Code to access form.

NO Access to event without completed application.



Yearling ñAdoptableò
Mare ï Grey

Tag # 6046 / Gertie ï Sponsored by: Barstow Moms

HMA: Adobe Town, WY

Adobe Town WY HMA

The horses exhibit a full range of colors, with greys and roans predominating. The present 

population has been influenced by the routine escape of domestic saddle stock from the 

surrounding populated areas. The horses range from 14 to 15 hands and 900-1100 pounds 

mature weight. One of the most famous wild horses of all times, named ñDesert Dustò 

came from this area.

Location: The Adobe Town HMA is located in south central Wyoming between Interstate 

80 and the Colorado/Wyoming border. It encompasses nearly 347,840 acres of mostly 

BLM-administered public land with a small portion of intermingled private lands and is 

west of Baggs, Wyoming..

Starting 

Bid

$500

$1500

Buy Now

Option

Please fill out the Adoption Application Form  if you are going 

to attend the adoption event. Scan QR Code to access form.

NO Access to event without completed application.



Yearling ñAdoptableò
Mare ï Buckskin

Tag # 6048 / Benjamina ï Sponsored by: Jennie Chang

HMA: Adobe Town, WY

Adobe Town HMA WY

The horses exhibit a full range of colors, with greys and roans predominating. The 

present population has been influenced by the routine escape of domestic saddle stock 

from the surrounding populated areas. The horses range from 14 to 15 hands and 900-

1100 pounds mature weight. One of the most famous wild horses of all times, named 

ñDesert Dustò came from this area.

Location: The Adobe Town HMA is located in south central Wyoming between 

Interstate 80 and the Colorado/Wyoming border. It encompasses nearly 347,840 acres of 

mostly BLM-administered public land with a small portion of intermingled private lands 

and is west of Baggs, Wyoming.

Starting 

Bid

$500

$1500

Buy Now

Option

Please fill out the Adoption Application Form  if you are going to 

attend the adoption event. Scan QR Code to access form.

NO Access to event without completed application.



Yearling ñAdoptableò
Mare ï Bay

Tag # 6057 / Serendipity  ï Sponsored by: Jessica Yi

HMA: Adobe Town, WY

Adobe Town HMA WY

The horses exhibit a full range of colors, with greys and roans 

predominating. The present population has been influenced by 

the routine escape of domestic saddle stock from the surrounding 

populated areas. The horses range from 14 to 15 hands and 900-

1100 pounds mature weight. One of the most famous wild horses 

of all times, named ñDesert Dustò came from this area.

Location: The Adobe Town HMA is located in south central 

Wyoming between Interstate 80 and the Colorado/Wyoming 

border. It encompasses nearly 347,840 acres of mostly BLM-

administered public land with a small portion of intermingled 

private lands and is west of Baggs, Wyoming.

Starting 

Bid

$500

$1500

Buy Now

Option

Please fill out the Adoption Application Form  if you are going to 

attend the adoption event. Scan QR Code to access form.

NO Access to event without completed application.



Yearling ñAdoptableò
Mare ï Sorrel

Tag # 6066 / Shelby  ï Sponsored by: Sophie & Ellen

HMA: Adobe Town, WY

Adobe Town HMA WY

The horses exhibit a full range of colors, with greys and roans 

predominating. The present population has been influenced by the 

routine escape of domestic saddle stock from the surrounding 

populated areas. The horses range from 14 to 15 hands and 900-

1100 pounds mature weight. One of the most famous wild horses 

of all times, named ñDesert Dustò came from this area.

Location: The Adobe Town HMA is located in south central 

Wyoming between Interstate 80 and the Colorado/Wyoming 

border. It encompasses nearly 347,840 acres of mostly BLM-

administered public land with a small portion of intermingled 

private lands and is west of Baggs, Wyoming.

Starting 

Bid

$500

$1500

Buy Now

Option

Please fill out the Adoption Application Form  if you are going to 

attend the adoption event. Scan QR Code to access form.

NO Access to event without completed application.


