
SHIRLEY OSWALD MAY 
CANDIDATE FOR  

DEPARTMENT of OKLAHOMA COMMANDER 

A little bit of information about me.  I have been married to Elmo for 48+ years, we have four children, 11 
grandchildren, and at the present time 7 great grandchildren with two more on the way. I enjoy spending 
time with my family, cooking, crocheting, and working outside. I recently retired from the Clinton Veterans 
Center, where I was a nurse manager and the infection control nurse. I continue to visit the Veterans 
Center to converse with the Veterans who live there. Now that I have retired, I enjoy spending more time 
with family and doing some traveling.   

I was in the first Oklahoma Legion College class where I was able to learn more about Oklahoma and the 
Legion. Most recently. I attended the National American Legion College where we focused on servant 
leadership and serving others. I feel that both my military and civilian careers have been connected to 
servant leadership and serving/helping others. 

As Senior Vice, I was able to help and assist multiple Posts across the state with membership numbers, 
answer questions regarding Posts concerns, and assisted Posts with training and mentorship. I am willing 
to continue to help throughout the state as your Commander if elected.  

During my time with the American Legion, I have held several positions at the Post level – Vice 
Commander, Commander, Historian, and am currently the Adjutant. I have also been the District 
Commander for District 7, Vice West Commander, and currently serve as the Senior Vice Commander. 
With each of these positions I diligently worked to serve Veterans when they sought assistance or 
guidance. My level of understanding of the American Legion and the Four Pillars has progressed with the 
various positions. 

I joined the Navy Reserves in 1988 and stayed there for one year. The Army 
Reserve offered me a direct commission, so I transferred in Dec 1989. I went 
to Officer Basic in the summer of 1990 before receiving orders to go to Saudi 
Arabia for Operation Desert Shield/Operation Desert Storm. We went to Ft. 
Sill in November 1990 prior to leaving for Saudi Arabia the 2nd of Jan 1991. 
My position was an emergency nurse or critical care nurse in the 44th EVAC 
Hospital. I returned home in May of 1991 but stayed on active duty due to an 
injury. While at Ft. Sill, I was assigned to help out-process other Reserve and 
National Guard Soldiers. By November 1991, I was back to my Reserve Unit 
making plans to attend Officer Advanced in San Antonio.  

I felt that I wanted to expand my career in the military and do something different. I was given the chance 
to move to a Drill Sergeant training Battalion, so I became the Company Commander at the 3/378th, 95th 
Training Division. As the Commander, I saw individuals come into the military and witnessed their 
transformation to becoming Soldiers. I continued with my military education throughout this time frame. 
After moving up in the Battalion, I eventually transferred to the Division Headquarters where I worked with 
the Surgeon. In 1995, I was again placed on active duty to help prepare and ensure the Soldiers that 
were being sent overseas from the 95th Division were medically and mentally prepared to help support 
ongoing operations for Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. When our Soldiers 
returned, I then assisted the Soldiers with obtaining any medical or mental health support that they 
needed. I spent 9 years on Active Duty during this time frame. In December 2015, I retired from the 
Military.  
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My civilian career of nursing started in 1988. I worked primarily in the Emergency Department or Intensive 
Care Unit before going into Correctional Nursing. As a nurse, it was always important to listen to the 
patient and their family so that I could convey their concerns to the doctor. I thoroughly enjoyed being a 
nurse and continue to stay current on medical innovations. 

I want to work with the Legion members in Oklahoma to bring our Department to the forefront in our 
communities and state. As Legion members we can do so much together. I have worked with members 
from all over our state trying to increase membership, helping to exchange ideas among the different 
Posts, and just being there to listen to you when needed. My service to my country didn’t stop when I 
retired. Now I can focus on helping other Veterans, their families, and the youth in our community. 


