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B I O G R A P H Y Grammy nominated Olaf Blackwood, born and

raised in the bread and basket parish of St.

Elizabeth in Jamaica, is a talented singer,

songwriter, recording artist, and composer

with a remarkable journey in the music

industry. His musical journey began at the

young age of 14 when he recorded his first

track at the iconic Kariang Recording Studio in

Ocho Rios, a studio known for nurturing

talents like Garnet Silk and Mystic Revealers.

Olaf's passion for music led him to participate

in the prestigious Tastee contest at just 16

years old, where he showcased his skills and

secured 4th place in a competitive

entertainment lineup. Undeterred by the fierce

competition, he continued to perform at local

dances and various venues across Jamaica,

captivating audiences with his soulful voice

and engaging performances.



B I O G R A P H Y … C O N T ’ D

At the age of 22, Olaf Blackwood made a bold

move and relocated to the United States to

further his music career. In the U.S., he

dedicated himself to honing his craft and

collaborated with renowned artists such as

Shaggy, Bounty Killer, Beenieman, Spice,

Aidonia, Maaicka, Junior Reid, Maxi Priest,

Sanchez, Dean Fraser, Akon, Mya`and Lindsey

Sterling (legendary violinist) among other

notable musicians and artistes. However, it was

his partnership with the acclaimed European

DJ, Armen van Buuren, that brought him

widespread recognition and success in the

music industry. The pinnacle of Olaf's career

came with the release of an album by

Jamaican recording artist Spice, which was a

groundbreaking project that showcased his

exceptional songwriting skills. The album

garnered critical acclaim and made history by

receiving a nomination at the 64th Grammy

Awards in 2022. Seven songs on the album

were penned by Olaf Blackwood, showcasing

his lyrical prowess and musical ingenuity.

Olaf’s journey is a testament to his unwavering

dedication, talent, and passion for music.

Through his collaborations, performances, and

creative endeavors, he continues to leave a

lasting impact on the music industry as he

continues to inspire aspiring artists and

entertaining fans around the world. Olaf’s

musical mastery and versatility continue to

shine as he delves into various genres,

cementing his position as a prolific songwriter

and artist in the music industry. His talent for

crafting chart-topping hits spans across genres

such as Reggae, Pop, EDM, R&B, Folk, Country

and Dancehall, showcasing his ability to

transcend musical boundaries and capture

audiences worldwide. 

Olaf's latest focus on launching a reggae

album has been met with resounding success,

with the release of his first single "Drop Shade"

soaring to no. 7 on the Billboard charts in

Germany and no. 2 in Italy after just four weeks

of its debut.

A true maestro of songwriting, Olaf Blackwood

is a multi-faceted genius who effortlessly

juggles multiple projects within a single

setting—an exceptional talent that sets him

apart in the industry. Often likened to the

male version of Taylor Swift for his remarkable

ability to craft hit songs across various genres,

Olaf's musical ingenuity and creativity know no

bounds. At the young age of 17, Olaf's musical

journey took an unexpected turn when he

attended the Caribbean Music Expo in Ocho

Rios. His impromptu performance in an

elevator caught the attention of the esteemed

British music producer and songwriter,

Herbert Crichlow, known for his work with

artists like the Backstreet Boys, Zayn Malek,

Robyn and Rita Ora is a diamond selling, five

times Grammy nominated and four time

ASCAP award winner. Herbert recognized

Olaf's exceptional talent and collaborated with

him on numerous projects, During this period

of his life, Olaf Blackwood was grappling with

the loss of his grandmother, a deeply personal

experience that undoubtedly influenced his

music and added layers of emotion and

authenticity to his songwriting. Despite facing

challenges and personal loss, Olaf's dedication

to his craft and his unwavering passion for

music have propelled him to new heights of

success and acclaim in the industry.



B I O G R A P H Y … C O N T ’ D

Olaf Blackwood's musical journey is a

testament to his resilience, creativity, and

unwavering commitment to his art. With each

project and collaboration, he continues to

captivate audiences with his exceptional

talent and innovative approach to songwriting,

solidifying his place as a musical powerhouse

in the industry.. Olaf musical journey is not

only marked by his talent and dedication but

also by the pivotal encounters that have

shaped his career and inspired his creative

path.

One such transformative moment occurred

when Olaf crossed paths with Eve, a popular

American rapper at the time who recognized

the rare and magical quality in his voice.

Encouraged by her words of support and

validation, Olaf was inspired to press on, fueled

by the belief that his music deserved to be

heard and appreciated by a wider audience.

Eve's encouragement served as a catalyst for

Olaf, reinforcing his passion for music and

reaffirming his commitment to honing his

craft. 

Throughout his career, Olaf Blackwood has

had the privilege of collaborating with

distinguished multi-platinum music

producers, further enriching his musical

repertoire and expanding his creative horizons.

Working with renowned producers such as

RedOne, Fernando Garibay, and Yetti-Beats,

Olaf has been able to leverage their expertise

and experience to enhance his own unique

sound and bring his artistic vision to life. These

collaborations have not only elevated Olaf's

music to new heights but have also provided

him with invaluable opportunities to learn and

grow as an artist. Drawing inspiration from

these accomplished producers, 

Olaf has continued to push the boundaries of

his creativity, experimenting with different

sounds and styles to create music that

resonates with audiences across genres and

cultures.

Olaf Blackwood, also made a notable mark in

the music industry when he co-wrote the song

"For You Only." This captivating track was

prominently featured on ETV and performed

by the renowned actress Rose McGowan,

known for her A-list status and memorable

roles in popular films like "Planet Terror" and as

one of the main characters in the beloved TV

series "Charmed."

Olaf's collaboration with Rose McGowan on

this project showcased his exceptional

songwriting skills and further solidified his

reputation as a dynamic creative force in the

realm of music. As Olaf forges ahead on his

musical journey, guided by his passion, talent,

and the support of those who believe in his

artistry, he remains a shining example of

resilience, creativity, and the transformative

power of music. With each new project and

collaboration, Olaf continues to captivate

listeners with his rare and magical voice,

leaving an indelible mark on the music

industry and inspiring others to pursue their

dreams with unwavering determination and

enthusiasm.

Contact via email: 

booking@olafblackwood.com

media@olafblackwood.com

management@olafblackwood.com


