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Sovereign citizens: Terrorism assessment warns
of rising threat from anti-government
extremists
7.30 / By the National Reporting Team's James Thomas and Jeanavive McGregor

Posted Mon 30 Nov 2015 at 12:00pm, updated Tue 1 Dec 2015 at 9:12am

C O P Y  L I N K S H A R E

Anti-government extremists known as "sovereign citizens" have been identified as a

potential terrorism threat in Australia by a confidential NSW Police report.

The NSW Counter Terrorism and Special

Tactics command assessment — obtained

by 7.30 — suggests there are as many as

300 sovereign citizens in the state, and

that their numbers are growing.

It also suggests they have "the motivation

and capability to act against government

interests and should be considered a

potential terrorist threat".

Police records show the number of

Australian sovereign citizens in NSW

doubled from 2009 to 2011 and nearly

tripled from 2009 to 2012.

Interactions with police increased 50 per

cent in 2011, with a "notable increase in

threats of violence".

In the United States, the Federal Bureau of

Investigation (FBI) classifies sovereign

citizen extremists as domestic terrorists.

The US Department of Homeland Security

has listed them as the number one

domestic terror threat in America.

Detective Superintendent John O'Reilly is

the commander of the Counter Terrorism

and Special Tactics Operation Group for

NSW Police.

He said NSW police had been examining

overseas trends and threats.

"Sovereign citizens are people that don't

buy into our legal framework, our system of government," he said.

"They consider themselves individuals and operate outside the law and outside our

tax system."

We are always conscious of preventing terrorism and we are

mindful of any movements that have the potential to go down that

path

Police intelligence of incidents involving sovereign citizens in Australia ranges from

displaying homemade registration plates and "plans to use paint bombs to disrupt

court proceedings", to making plans to kidnap a judge, judicial officials and a police

officer.

The report also states that in 2012, sovereign citizens threatened to burn down the

home of a judge and "cause harm with firearms" and had "plans to murder Sheriff

Officers if they attempt to seize property".

While Commander O'Reilly stressed Australia had not experienced any of the high

impact violence resulting in death or casualties associated with the movement

overseas, he said there were indications of radicalisation.

"A number of instances have ended up in people being placed under arrest and

sometimes there has been a degree of resistance on the basis that they claim that

the police officer has no authority over them," he said.

"We are always conscious of preventing terrorism and we are mindful of any

movements that have the potential to go down that path."

Do you know more about this story? Email 7.30syd@your.abc.net.au

Australian sovereign citizen faced court
more than 200 times
John Wilson has been identified by senior police sources as an extremist member

of the sovereign citizen movement in Australia.

The 73-year-old retired dentist has been fighting the system for 20 years.

His path towards sovereign ideology

started in the late 1990s, when he was

evicted from his home because he refused

to acknowledge the mortgage over his

house.

"It means you are your own master, in

other words you have the right to your

own body, your own freedoms, and if

anybody wants to impose something upon

you, they have to do it lawfully.

"If you are a sovereign person, you make

the laws for yourself. You decide in your own conscience what you want to do."

Mr Wilson only pays fines or taxes when he thinks they are fair. He has been to court

more than 200 times and jailed.

In 1997 he threw a plastic bag containing yellow liquid at a Supreme Court judge, in

2006 he attempted a citizen's arrest of a Supreme Court judge and in 2009, Mr

Wilson sent a letter to the police commissioner.

In it, he threatened to burn down the premises he was evicted from.

He said that he was the victim of a government conspiracy and that there were

hundreds of other Australians who shared his beliefs.

"There would be many hundreds scattered across the continent. The

Queenslanders are very conscientious, the Victorians are doing a good job and

even now in Western Australia we are getting more and more farmers and ordinary

people, saying no, this is not right," Mr Wilson said.

"At the moment I have membership of about 95 people, but I haven't really pushed

it."

Deadly US attacks linked to movement
The sovereign citizen movement began in 1969 in the United States as an anti-tax,

anti-government group called Posse Comitatus.

Members believed that the United States federal authority was unlawful, and only

accepted small levels of government.

Up to 300,000 Americans identify as

sovereign citizens, according to the

Southern Poverty Law Centre. Of those,

100,000 are considered extreme.

Before the 2001 World Trade Centre

terrorist attacks in New York, the most

destructive loss of life uring peacetime in

the United States was the Oklahoma City

bombing in 1995.

168 people died, including 19 children

under the age of six.

The two key conspirators were domestic

terrorists and Timothy McVeigh's partner in the attack was Terry Nichols, a person

designated by the FBI as a sovereign citizen.

Since the Oklahoma bombing, 32 law enforcement officers have been murdered by

domestic anti-government extremists in America.

Two of the officers killed were serving under former Chief of the West Memphis

police, Bob Paudert in May 2010. One of them was his son, Brandon Paudert.

"It has been five-and-a-half years since he has been killed and it was the most

devastating event that has occurred in my life," Bob Paudert told 7.30.

Sergeant Brandon Paudert and his partner, Officer Bill Evans, were shot and killed

during a traffic stop by sovereign citizen Jerry Kane Jr and his 16-year-old son

Joseph Kane.

"Brandon and Bill were killed because they had never heard of sovereign citizens. It

was something new to them, they didn't know about them," Mr Paudert said.

"I am convinced of this — if they knew and they had the training that we are now

giving officers around the country and around the world, they would be alive today.

They would be with us."

Since their deaths, Bob Paudert has

worked closely with the Southern Poverty

Law Centre in Alabama and the FBI to train

law enforcement officials in the United

States and Canada about the dangers

sovereign citizens potentially pose.

"No-one had heard of sovereign citizens in

May 2010, now the FBI says that they are

the number one threat in this country.

Australia is facing a similar scenario that

we went through and it's starting the

same way," he warned.

"They didn't commit acts of terrorism over here at one time. Now they do. And you

can't wait. You can't wait until you lose officers, or officers are killed, to decide to do

anything."

Posted 30 Nov 2015, updated 1 Dec 2015

Share

More on:
LAW, CRIME AND JUSTICE SYDNEY TERRORISM

Top Stories

Indian police investigating after two
powerful Russians found dead within
days of each other

Deaths of father and 10yo in shed fire
now treated as 'horrific homicide'

Emma Lovell's death sparks
Queensland's 'most comprehensive'
response to youth crime

Explosions rock Ukraine as Russia
launches 'more than 100 missiles'

Man arrested after woman's body
found in Melbourne CBD apartment

Celestial almost didn't sail in this
year's Sydney to Hobart — now, it has
been declared overall winner

Fisherman drowns after swimming
out to retrieve untethered boat

First Nations mother appeals to the
federal government over
international custody dispute

Emergency warning downgraded
after bushfire threatens lives and
homes south of Perth

'Crying crocodile tears': The impact of
Airbnb as Australia's rental crisis
bites

Manager had to lock doors of fast
food restaurant after assault of
worker at 2am

WA bikie leader, horse racing legend's
daughter in Perth court over large
cash seizure

Woman accused of assaulting and
injuring police officer granted bail in
Geraldton Magistrates Court

'It's great to be back': Novak Djokovic
arrives in Australia a year after being
deported

Australia completes 'hammering' of
South Africa to clinch Test series

Popular Now
Don't miss news that matters to you. Log in

to ABC today to get a more personalised

experience tailored to your preferences.

G E T  S TA R T E D

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Indian police investigating
after two powerful
Russians found dead within
days of each other

Deaths of father and 10yo
in shed fire now treated as
'horrific homicide'

Emma Lovell's death sparks
Queensland's 'most
comprehensive' response
to youth crime

Explosions rock Ukraine as
Russia launches 'more than
100 missiles'

Man arrested after
woman's body found in
Melbourne CBD apartment

Celestial almost didn't sail
in this year's Sydney to
Hobart — now, it has been
declared overall winner

Fisherman drowns after
swimming out to retrieve
untethered boat

First Nations mother
appeals to the federal
government over
international custody
dispute

Emergency warning
downgraded after bushfire
threatens lives and homes
south of Perth

Starc, Green switch focus to India
tour after being ruled out of SCG
Test
4h ago

Woman accused of assaulting
and injuring police officer granted
bail in Geraldton Magistrates
Court
4h ago

WA bikie leader, horse racing
legend's daughter in Perth court
over large cash seizure
4h ago

Explosions rock Ukraine as Russia
launches 'more than 100 missiles'
5h ago

'It's great to be back': Novak
Djokovic arrives in Australia a
year after being deported
5h ago

Fisherman drowns after
swimming out to retrieve
untethered boat
6h ago

More Just In

Back to top

Editorial Policies Accessibility Help Contact Us About the ABC Privacy Policy Terms of Use © 2022 ABC

Sydney
Change location

27°C Max

Min of 20°

For the latest flood and weather warnings, search on ABC EmergencyFLOOD WARNING 1 / 2

The report suggests sovereign citizens are a potential terror threat (AAP: Alan Porritt, file photo)
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What are sovereign citizens?

Sovereign citizens don't

accept Australia's legal

framework or government

They consider themselves

outside the law

Counter terror command

warns they should be

considered "a potential

terrorist threat"

In NSW, police estimate there

are about 300 sovereign

citizens

The FBI considers them

domestic terrorists

NSW counter-terror command says sovereign

citizens are potential terrorist threat (James

Thomas)
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Mr Wilson only pays fines or taxes when he thinks

they are fair (ABC News)

McVeigh's partner in the Oklahoma bombing was

regarded by the FBI as a sovereign citizen. (Bob

Daemmerich, file photo: AFP)

Sergeant Paudert and his partner were shot by a

sovereign citizen during a traffic stop.
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