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A MESSAGE OF HOPE

Although COVID has created many challenges for all of us
this year, God has still continued to bless Laudato Si’ Project’s
ministry. Our outdoor and retreat programs seem to be more
important than ever and we were thrilled to still offer a variety
of engaging and faith-filled programs.

We are so excited to announce the new Catholic Ecology
Center! Our amazing property, facilities and partnerships will
create countless opportunities for our programs, connecting

our faith with hands-on encounters with the natural world.

It is with sincere gratitude that | thank all of our donors, mem-
bers, partners and volunteers.

Laudato Si” Mi’ Signore. Praise Be to You My Lord,

Joe Meyer, Executive Director

CONNECTING TO CHRIST
AND HIS CREATION

OUR IMPACT SINCE 2016

Connecting with over 4900 youth, families and adults

Serving through over 2265 volunteer hours of stewardship

Educating through over 325 hours of educational programs

Experiencing through over 150 hours of outdoor recreational outings

Monarch Tagging

ORGANIZATION BACKGROUND

Laudato Si’ Project is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization that began in 2016 in response
to Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical Laudato 5/
On Care for Our Common Home.

MISSION

To restore humanity’s connection to the natu-
ral world through education, stewardship and
recreation. Deepening faith and fostering a
stewardship ethic through hands-on connec-
tions with the natural world.
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The Catholic Ecology Center seeks to provide
unique encounters with God's handiwork in
order to help people integrate their faith and
everyday lives with a call to be stewards of
creation. We work with people of all ages,
with an emphasis on youth, families and un-
derserved populations.



REJOICE ALWAYS.

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING.

IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES GIVE
THANKS, FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF
GOD FOR YOU IN CHRIST JESUS.

TTHESSALONIANS 5:16-18
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EDUCATIO
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Tiger Salamander

St. Anthony Milwaukee %

OUR IMPACT IN 2020

60 hours of educational programs

PROGRAMS

We spread the Gospel message through

hands-on programming focused on faith,
ecology and our relationship with the world
around us. We challenge people of all ages
and backgrounds to live out their faith and
grow deeper in their love for Christ, His
Church and the world around them. We were
thrilled to have such great attendance this
year at our monarch butterfly events and owl

release program.

RETREATS

Our unique programming integrates the
truths of our faith with a love and care for

our common home. We utilize the beauti-

ful gifts of creation around us as a conduit to
draw people deeper into faith and a greater
respect for the gifts God has given us. Our
service flows from a deep interior life and love
for Christ. Within retreats, hands-on steward-
ship projects are a way we live out our call

to care for creation and deepen our commit-

ment to a life of virtue.
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OUR IMPACT IN 2020

THE EARTH WILL NOT CONTINUE 320 hours of volunteer stewardship

TO OFFER ITS HARVEST, 3 prairie projects = 7.5 acres

EXCEPT WITH 25 hours of recreational outings
FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP. Preserve Hike

POPE ST. JOHN PAUL I RECREATION

TIME IN NATURE IS RE-CREATIONAL

Especially in these challenging times, recreational
outings for youth, adults and families are vitally
important. This time in the natural world allows
for opportunities to experience God and His cre-
ation. Time outside helps us quiet our minds and
hearts so we can better live out the call God has
for each one of us.

STEWARDSHIP IR

PROJECTS

Stewardship is a fun and tangible way to live our faith that
is called into service.

Stewardship projects like woodland restoration, prairie : - ; s (
plantings or trail creation are a great way to get students s £ 4 o  Before; SRS _ j er 2020 Lkt ' ) '. Snowshoeing
involved for service hours, Eagle Scout projects or as part . | - B e o
of a retreat. These projects are also an avenue to involve
adults and families and remind us that we are called to care
for creation everyday.



FOR FROM THE GREATNESS AND
THE BEAUTY OF CREATED THINGS
THEIR ORIGINAL AUTHOR,

BY ANALOGY, IS SEEN

WISDOM 13:5
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The Catholic Ecology Center (CEC) is located
at W1468 County Rd. NN, just 12 minutes west
i of Holy Hill near the town of Neosho. The CEC
sits on a diverse and beautiful 59 acres that
is part of a 225 acre preserve complex. As a
former Girl Scout Camp, the land and facili-
ties exemplify our mission of getting people
|'" of all ages out into nature and creating a place
' u ‘ to encounter Christ through His creation. We
T acquired the property in early 2021 and it is
waiting for you to visit and explore its wonders.

St. Francis Hall

L IR . LET ALL CREATION BEND
e e P A A THE KNEE...TO THE LORD.

FR. ROC O'CONNOR SJ



RAISE YOUR VOICES IN A CHORUS

OF PRAISE; BLESS THE LORD
FOR ALL HIS WORKS!

SIRACH 39:14
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CEC Property
Camp SIM

mem Green Trail .8 mi

Orange Trail 1.0 mi

mmm  Blue Trail 1.5 mi

Full River Loop (white) 2.0 mi
Bunk Cabins
Picnic Shelter

Canoe Launch

Boardwalk

Explore nearly 2 miles of the Rubicon River, .5
miles of creek and a %2 acre pond. 5.5 miles
of hiking and cross country ski trails wind
along the waterways and through the forests,
meadows and wetlands. The land creates op-
portunities for canoeing, fishing and ecology
programs.

Pray, relax and reflect along our beautiful
trails, allowing you to hear the quiet of nature
and the whisper of God. Enjoy the beautiful
surroundings by using our 4 outdoor picnic
shelters, 5 bunk cabins and various camping
opportunities.

Learn in our large gathering spaces includ-
ing the 1300 square foot St. Francis Hall and
2500 square foot JPII Hall. Utilize our indoor
and outdoor classroom spaces including our
Ecology Yurt, Amphitheatre, Clare Gardens
Outdoor Classroom, Heaven's Hideout Kids
Loft and St. Kateri Classroom.

Serve through countless stewardship proj-

ects on the land. From restoration and trail

projects to working at Clare Gardens, there
is something for individuals of all ages and
groups of all sizes.




PARTNERSHIPS
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CLAREgardens

MILWALIKEECATHOLIC HOME

We are so very proud to announce our partnership with
Clare Gardens at the Catholic Ecology Center. Clare Gar-
dens, a ministry of Milwaukee Catholic Home, is an organic
gardening and education ministry that grows produce for
retirement communities including its new intergenerational
community, Trinity Woods. Clare Gardens also works in col-
laboration with Riverwest Food Pantry. Dave Fulcher, execu-
tive director of Milwaukee Catholic Home, says they utilize
the growth of wholesome, organic, nutritious food to not
only fill the stomachs of local residents but to educate the
public about our connection with the land.

Clare Gardens will be moving their organic gardens from
its current home in Burlington to the Catholic Ecology
Center beginning in 2021. At the Catholic Ecology Center,
Clare Gardens will grow vegetables, orchard and perennial
fruits like apples and raspberries, host bee hives and incor-
porate composting from food waste generated on-site.
“What's so exciting about our new home at the Catholic
Ecology Center is also the educational opportunities for
teaching people of all ages about growing food and living
sustainably,” says Anna Metscher who is the farm manager
at Clare Gardens.

Even beyond food education, the Catholic Ecology and
Clare Gardens partnership allows for diverse and engaging
programming for Milwaukee Catholic Home residents.

EST.? 2021
CAMP SIM

Camp SIM, a newly created camp for employees of Sus-
sex IM, will own the land adjacent to the Catholic Ecology
Center. This exciting partnership created the synergy that
allowed the Catholic Ecology Center and Camp SIM to
purchase the former Girl Scout camp and prevent it from
being sold to development. Keith Everson, CEO of Sussex
IM and supporter of the Catholic Ecology Center, says “"Our
partnership allows for the preservation, management and
use for education the entirety of the property’s 225 acres.
| delight in knowing the Catholic Ecology Center has a
home here.”

Camp SIM will utilize their property as a place for company
events, picnics and camping opportunities for employees.

We are thrilled to be able to engage employees of Sussex

IM in our ecology programs, stewardship service projects,

vegetable gardening and recreational opportunities.




THANK YOU 2019-2020

SUPPORTERS

BOLD VISION, BOLD FAITH, BOLD DONORS

CORNERSTONE

Platinum
Keith and Monica Everson
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

Gold
Jerry and Mary Batzner Family

Silver

Budnik Family Foundation
Gerardo and Cindy Cabellero
Milne Family Foundation
Bruce and Becky Milne

Bronze
In Memory of Jeanette DeMers

LAND LEGACY
Adopt ‘n Acre

In Memory of Jeanette DeMers

In Memory of Colleen Meyer

St. Francis of Assisi

St. Kateri Tekakwitha

Tri-Parishes; St. Dominic, St. John
Vianney and St. Mary's Visitation

In Honor of Juliette Welch

BUSINESS SUPPORTERS

Monarch
Catholic Financial Life
Sussex IM

Treefrog

Shorewest Realtors

Standard Process Inc.
Charlie DuBois

Dragonfly

Anguil Environmental

Merit Title LLC
Sharon Cutwell Company

LIVING STONE SUPPORTERS

Friend of Francis
Anonymous
In Memory of Brother
Olof Asblom, OMI
Kevin and Kathy Coakley
Paul and Paula Eberle
Joe Horning
Knights of Columbus
Kettle Moraine Council
Elizabeth and Andy Meier
Joe and Andrea Meyer
Mother of Perpetual Help Parish
Jay and Sara Schwister
USA Midwest Province of the
Society of Jesus

Laudato Si’ Legion

Joel, Amy and Jacob Baisden

In Memory of Charlie and
Jane Chilson

Andy and Julie Gusho

Roger D. and Helen J. Heinl
Memorial Fund

Human Concerns Commission of
St. Catherine of Alexandria
and St. Joan of Arc

In Memory of Jerry McClellan

The Mowad Family

Donald, Susan, Connor and
Emma Patnode

Michael Schober

Stewardship Squad
Anonymous

Kate Burke

Carlene D'’Amato

Patrick and Suzanne Falvey
Calvin Gander

Michael and Renee Gratz

High Wind Association
Connie Holzmiller

Chip and Sally Kubly

Nathan and Heidi Lasnoski
Jay and Kiara Mack

Karen McDiarmid

Karen and Ernie Meyer

Bruce and Becky Milne

Paul and Anne Miller

Michael and Tobey Neuberger
Kevin and Leslie O'Brien

Pere Marquette Foundation
Jeff and Denise Prom

Rich and Mary Kay Reinbold Family
Bruce and Kathy Rosenheimer
Jon and Dawn Sagrillo

Dave and Judy Scharfenberger
Jean Schlidt

Andy and Bonnie Schoofs

St. Anthony on the Lake Parish
Tom Winkel

Devin and Amy Wolf

Caretaker Club
Anonymous
William and Jean Bosenbecker
In Memory of Martine Clyne
William Davies
Rachel Formolo
James and Torey Graham
Beverly Groeschell
Kelly and Ken Hemauer
Mary Beth Katorski
Kevin and Patricia King
Knights of Columbus

Holy Hill Council
Dave and Laura Linn
Chris and Stephen McDiarmid
Kate and Dan Meyer
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Salamander Monitoring

Allen Miller

Neil Peterson

Chris and Linda Reis

Don Schlidt

Greg and Melissa Schumacher
Jim Senglaub

Kathy Smith

Lee Turay

Waukesha Catholic Schools
Florence and Richard Whalen

GRASSROOT SUPPORTERS

BUSINESS, FAMILY AND

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

Anonymous

American Family Insurance:
Don Patnode, Agent

Keith and Terri Baisden

Eric Biernat

Kim Boho

Kathleen Borowski

Karen Brah

Christopher Brown

Susan Buchanon

Casa Romero Renewal Center

Karen Cracium

Lee and Melodee Curtes

Jerry Dequardo

Nancy Kay Dlouhy

In Memory of George Dorsch

Darryl Draeger

Karen Eben

David and Patricia Eddy

Donald Falk

Rich Fedor

Carla Frantz

Mary Furlong

Carolyn Gorski

Ecology Program

Devan Gracyalny
Nathanael Grusenski
Katheen Hartl

Clndy Heitzinger
Julie Herbst

The Hill Family

Mike Howden

Paul and Patricia Hundt
Bill and Barb Hunt
Kris Keepman

Peter Kees

Cynthia Mary Kempke
Michael Kenealy
Christine Kill

Jody King

Kathleen Knecht
Patricia Koch

Jack and Andrea Koczela

Debbie Kramper
Robert Kreuser

Mike and Sara Larson
Widge Liccione

Alec Lothert

Maple Lane Farm
Dave Marcello

Mary Marks

Lizbeth McMaster
Thomas Means

Ray and Gerry Meyer
The Mlada Family
The Miller Family
Don Monteleone
Christopher Monti
Elizabeth Mouradian
Sue Munger

Pat Nelson

Mike Olander
Cassandra Paloucek

Pathnode Pastures

Scott and Caroline Patnode
Paxam Foundation
Kathleen Plaisance

Sharon Potochich

Cathy Rakers

Sam Reinbold

Molly Reynen

Mary Jane Rinzel

Amy Sanecki

Jim Sanders

Patti Scanlon

Dr. Jame Schaefer

Thomas Schmidt

School Sisters of Notre Dame
Wayne Schwister

John and Leah Sealey

Rob and Terese Shelledy
Siepmann Realty Corporation
Deborah Sladky

Chris Slowinski

Karen Solliday

Bob Sokol

Kathy Stango

Katie Steele

Paul Stencel

Heidi Stevens

Richard Styer

Kathleen Waters and Joy Szopinski
Greta and Jake Taxis

Tall Pines Conservancy

The Wahl Family

Nancy Wilde

Mark Weitenbeck

Tom and Carol Winkel
Kristin Wurtz

Diane Zollitsch

Ed Zywiec



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIRMAN - NATHAN LASNOSKI
V.P. of Technology - Concurrency

TREASURER - ANDY SCHOOFS
Arborist and Landscaper - Andy’s Plantcare

SECRETARY - RYAN GRUSENSKI
Teacher - Marquette University High School

TOM MLADA

E.D. - Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership

MATT VOGEL
Attorney - Quarles and Brady LLP

LAUDATO SI’' MI’' SIGNORE;
PRAISE BE TO YOU MY LORD.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

catholicecologycenter.org
CATHOLIC

ECOLOGY JOE MEYER Executive Director
CENTER

Laudato S’ meyer@catholicecologycenter.org
PROJECT 262-308-6641
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