


Organizational Background
Laudato Si’ Project is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that 
began in 2016 in response to Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical 
Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home.  

Mission
To restore humanity’s connection to the natural world through 
education, stewardship and recreation. Deepening faith and 
fostering a stewardship ethic through hands-on connections 
with the natural world.

values
.	 Strong Catholic Identity  
.	 Person, Partnerships and  
	 Community Engagement
.	 Solid Financial Management
.	 Personal and Organizational  
	 Accountability
.	 Trust and Transparency
.	 Meeting the Spiritual and  
	 Ecological Needs of our Time

Vision
We seek to provide unique encounters with God’s handiwork in order 
to help people integrate their faith and everyday lives with a call to be 
stewards of creation. We work with people of all ages, with an emphasis 
on youth, families and underserved populations. 

We aspire to create a central location, the Catholic Ecology Center,  
from which to focus our stewardship projects, day retreats, educational 
programing and recreational activities.

A Message of Gratitude
God continues to richly bless our ministry. I am very humbled 
by the success and impact of Laudato Si’ Project over the last 
four years. It is with sincere gratitude that I thank all of our 
donors, members, partners and volunteers! 
					     - Joe Meyer; Executive Director

Our Impact Since 2016

Connecting with over 3000  youth, families and adults

Serving through over 1945  volunteer hours of  stewardship

Educating through over 265  hours of  educational programs

Experiencing through over 90  hours of  outdoor recreational outings

Forest Beach Migratory Preserve

Monarch Tagging



Our IMpact
2016

(founding)
2017 2018

Service to youth, families and adults

Education programs and retreats

Stewardship and service projects

Recreational outings

Partnerships with schools, parishes 
and organizations

300
people

15
hours

330
vol. hrs

10
hours

6
partners

500
people

70
hours

500
vol. hrs

24
hours

13
partners

1400
people

80
hours

650
vol. hrs

26
hours

20
partners

past, present, future
TOTAL 

to present
2020 2021 2022 2023

3000
people

Catholic Ecology Center established

CEC anticipated to engage 3500+ people annually

CEC Impact: increase in retreats, presentations,  
ecology and faith programing

CEC Impact: regularly occuring, hands-on stewardship projects for  
K4 - college students, parishes, families, organizations and businesses

CEC Impact: consistent opportunities for individuals, families 
and groups to hike, explore, snowshoe, XC ski and more

CEC Impact: increasing partnerships to over 75 
schools, parishes and organizations

265
hours

1945
volunteer  

hours

90
hours

28
partners

Phase 1: 
land

Phase 2: 
building

Connecting to christ and his creation



EDUCATION

We are all responsible  
for the protection and  
care of the environment. 
This responsibility  
knows no boundary.
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI Programs

We spread the Gospel message through  
hands-on programming focused on faith, 
ecology and our relationship with the world 
around us. Our programming is always 
faithful to the teachings of our Catholic faith. 
We challenge people of all ages and 
backgrounds to live out their faith and grow 
deeper in their love for Christ, His Church and 
the world around them.

RETREATS
Our unique programming integrates the 
truths of our faith with a love and care for 
our common home. We utilize the beauti-
ful gifts of creation around us as a conduit to 
draw people deeper into faith and a greater 
respect for the gifts God has given us. Our 
service flows from a deep interior life and love 
for Christ. Within retreats, hands-on steward-
ship projects are a way we live out our call 
to care for creation and deepen our commit-
ment to a life of virtue.Marsh

Family ProgramCitizen Science; Menomonee River

G
roup Prayer and Reflection

Insect Catching at Scuppernong 

Schoofs Preserve

St. John Vianney RetreatBird Banding

Snapping Turtle

Bullfrog

Our Impact in 2019

100 hrs  of educational programs



stewardship
PROJECTS
Stewardship is a fun and tangible way to live  
our faith that is called into service. 

Stewardship projects like woodland restoration, 
prairie plantings or trail creation are a great way 
to get students involved for service hours, Eagle 
Scout projects or as part of a Laudato Si’ 
Project retreat. These projects are also an avenue 
to involve adults and families and remind us that 
we are called to care for creation everyday.

The earth will not continue  
to offer its harvest,  
except with  
faithful stewardship. 
POPE St. John Paul II

 Purdue University
 Volunteers 

Prairie Seeding

Schoofs Preserve

Thank You 
From K-5
Woodside 
Elementary

Butterfly Garden Planting; 
Jesuit Volunteer Corp

 St. Eugene 8th Grade StewardshipButterfly Garden

 Trail Clearing; Volunteers from 
 St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish

Our Impact in 2019

465 hrs  of volunteer stewardship
8 acres of prairie seeded
3 butterfly gardens planted



Recreation

Finances

Time in Nature is Re-Creational: Recreational outings for 
youth, adults and families connect them with the natural 
world and allow for opportunities to experience God and 
His creation. Time outside helps us quiet our minds and 
hearts so we can better live out the call God has for each 
one of us.

2019 REVENUES			 
Land Acquistion and Membership 	

Grants

Program Fees	

Planting Projects	

Other 			 

Total Revenues	

Phase 1 Land 2020 (Pledges)		

Phase 2 Building (Pledges)	           
	

$202,515

$70,000

$2,963

$3,830

$238

$279,546

($24,000)

($325,000)

$1,936

$1,083

$1,175

$2,474

$3,796

$708

$11,172

2019 Expenses	
Programs

	 Educational 

	 Stewardship 

	 Other	

General and Administrative 	

	 Supplies and Office

Fundraising and Special Events	

Other 

	
Total Expense	
	
	

For from the greatness  
and the beauty of created 
things their original author, 
by analogy, is seen. 
Wisdom 13:5

K of C Kettle Moraine Council

Ice Age Trail 

Faith-based Ecology HikeHoly Hill Hike

CEC Land Tour Nessus Sphinx Moth Prairie Tour for Wild Ones

Our Impact in 2019

30 hrs of recreational outings



Future CEC LAND 
CATHOLIC
ECOLOGY
c e n t e r

Laudato Si’ Project

Morris Rd

.9 mi
loop

.6 mi
loop

.9 mi
round 

trip

Hwy G.4 mi
loop

N

KEY

 Future CEC Property - 25 acres

 Future WCLC Preserve - 105 acres

 Catholic Ecology Center

 Educational Hilltop

 walking trail

 future walking trail 

It was such a blessing to be able to host our 
two open house gatherings on the future 
Catholic Ecology Center land in August and 
September. Nearly 40 people attended each 
time. It was a faith-filled and joyful occasion, 
celebrating the generous financial commit-
ments of so many people to get us this far. 

Update
Our building site evaluation this fall resulted 
in the need to add 4 acres to our western 
boundary to better accommodate the future 
building and some educational infrastructure. 
The 130 acre preserve complex will consist of 
the Catholic Ecology Center owning 25 acres 
and the Waukesha County Land Conservancy 
owning 105 acres.

In December, the median of 3 total property 
appraisals was agreed upon by all parties, 
with the Catholic Ecology Center’s 25 acres 
costing $385K. We plan to close on the  
property in June 2020.

Thanks to your generous support we have 
already raised $296,010 for land acquisition!

Your continued support and faith-filled  
investment in 2020 will help make this vision  
a reality. Thank You!

Rather than a problem to be solved, 
the world is a joyful mystery to be 
contemplated with praise. 
Pope Francis

The Gratz Family Finding Frogs

1 of 5 Wildilfe Ponds on the Property

Spring Fed Creeks

Rem
nant Prairie

Praying Mantis

Old Growth Bur Oak Trees

Future CEC Building Site



Supporters
BOLD VISION, BOLD FAITH, BOLD DONORS

Cornerstone 

Platinum 	
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

Gold	
Jerry and Mary Batzner Family

Silver 	
Budnik Family Foundation
Gerardo and Cindy Cabellero
Keith and Monica Everson
Milne Family Foundation
Bruce and Becky Milne

Bronze 	
In Memory of Jeanette DeMers

Land Legacy

Adopt ‘n Acre
In Memory of Jeanette DeMers
In Memory of Colleen Meyer
St. Francis of Assisi
St. Kateri Tekakwitha
Tri-Parishes; St. Dominic, St. John 
	 Vianney and St. Mary’s Visitation
In Honor of Juliette Welch

Business Supporters	

Monarch 	
Catholic Financial Life

Treefrog	
Shorewest Realtors
Standard Process Inc. 
	 Charlie DuBois

Dragonfly	
Merit Title LLC
Schoofs Greenworks
Sharon Cutwell Company

Living Stone Supporters	

Friend of Francis	
Anonymous
In Memory of Brother  
	 Olof Asblom, OMI
Kevin and Kathy Coakley
Joe Horning
Knights  of Columbus 
	 Kettle Moraine Council
Elizabeth and Andy Meier
Joe and Andrea Meyer
Mother of Perpetual Help Parish
Jay and Sara Schwister
USA Midwest Province of the 			 
	 Society of Jesus

Laudato Si’ Legion	
Joel, Amy and Jacob Basiden
In Memory of Charlie and 
	 Jane Chilson
Andy and Julie Gusho
In Memory of Jerry McClellan
The Mowad Family
Donald, Susan, Connor and  
	 Emma Patnode

Stewardship Squad	
Anonymous
Kate Burke
Carlene D’Amato
Patrick and Suzanne Falvey 
Calvin Gander
Michael and Renee Gratz
Connie Holzmiller
Chip and Sally Kubly
Nathan and Heidi Lasnoski
Jay and Kiara Mack
Karen McDiarmid
Karen and Ernie Meyer

Bruce and Becky Milne
Paul and Anne Miller
Michael and Tobey Neuberger
Kevin and Leslie O’Brien
Pere Marquette Foundation
Jeff and Denise Prom
Rich and Mary Kay Reinbold Family
Bruce and Kathy Rosenheimer	
Jon and Dawn Sagrillo
Dave and Judy Scharfenberger
Jean Schlidt
Andy and Bonnie Schoofs
St. Anthony on the Lake Parish
Tom Winkel
Devin and Amy Wolf

Caretaker Club	
Anonymous
William and Jean Bosenbecker
In Memory of Martine Clyne
William Davies
James and Torey Graham
Beverly Groeschell
Kelly and Ken Hemauer
Kevin and Patricia King
Knights of Columbus 
	 Holy Hill Council
Dave and Laura Linn
Chris and Stephen McDiarmid
Kate and Dan Meyer
Neil Peterson
Chris and Linda Reis
Don Schlidt
Greg and Melissa Schumacher
Jim Senglaub
Kathy Smith
Lee Turay
Waukesha Catholic Schools
Florence and Richard Whalen

Grassroot Supporters 
Business, Family and 
Individual Membership	
American Family Insurance: 
	 Don Patnode, Agent
Keith and Terri Baisden
Kim Boho
Kathleen Borowski
Karen Brah
Christopher Brown
Susan Buchanon
Casa Romero Renewal Center
Lee and Melodee Curtes
Jerry Dequardo
Nancy Kay Dlouhy
In Memory of George Dorsch
Darryl Draeger
Carla Frantz
Donald Falk
Carolyn Gorski
Devan Gracyalny
Nathanael Grusenski
Katheen Hartl
Julie Herbst
The Hill Family
Mike Howden
Paul and Patricia Hundt
Bill and Barb Hunt
Peter Kees
Cynthia Mary Kempke
Michael Kenealy
Christine Kill
Jody King
Kathleen Knecht
Patricia Koch
Debbie Kramper
Robert Kreuser
Mike and Sara Larson

Widge Liccione
Alec Lothert
Maple Lane Farm
Dave Marcello
Mary Marks
Lizbeth McMaster
Thomas Means
Ray and Gerry Meyer
The Mlada Family
Don Monteleone
Christopher Monti
Elizabeth Mouradian
Sue Munger
Mike Olander
Cassandra Paloucek
Patnode Pastures
Scott and Caroline Patnode
Paxam Foundation
Kathleen Plaisance
Sharon Potochich
Molly Reynen
Mary Jane Rinzel
Jim Sanders
Patti Scanlon
Dr. Jame Schaefer
Thomas Schmidt
School Sisters of Notre Dame
Wayne Schwister
John and Leah Sealey
Rob and Terese Shelledy
Siepmann Realty Corporation
Deborah Sladky
Chris Slowinski
Karen Solliday
Bob Sokol
Kathy Stango
Katie Steele
Paul Stencel

Heidi Stevens
Richard Styer
Kathleen Waters and Joy Szopinski
Greta and Jake Taxis
Tall Pines Conservancy
The Wahl Family
Nancy Wilde
Tom and Carol Winkel
Kristin Wurtz
Diane Zollitsch

Thanks to Our Matching  
Grant Sponsors!

Keith and Monica Everson
Shorewest Realtors
Anonymous

Thanks for your help 

Fundraising
Elizabeth Meier
Carlene D’Amato
Anne Miller  
Kate Meyer
Tobey Neuberger
Colleen Pedersen
Charles Ries 

Design 
Andrea Meyer 

Editing
Beth Grusenski

Education and  
Stewardship Programs
Steven Schwartz

Great Horned Owl Release Monarch Tagging

Candlelight Hike Setup

THANK YOU



BOARD of Directors
Chairman - Nathan Lasnoski 
V.P. of  Technology - Concurrency

Treasurer - Andy Schoofs
Arborist and Landscaper - Schoofs Greenworks

Secretary - Ryan Grusenski
Teacher - Marquette University High School

Tom Mlada
E.D. - Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership

Matt Vogel
Attorney - Quarles and Brady LLP

printed on recycled paper

naturecatholic.org
catholicecologycenter.org

Joe Meyer Executive Director
laudatosiproject@gmail.com
262-308-6641

Laudato Si Mi Signore; 
Praise Be To You My Lord
St. Francis of Assisi


