Some of the women were afraid of the railroad men, but as
far as can be determined, they hurt no one.

The line was completed in 1904 and on Easter Sunday that
year, the first run over the track was made from Jefferson City
to St. Louis. A large crowd lined the tracks at Hawk Point and
a speaker stood on the observation platform, telling about the
Burlington Railroad as the train moved through slowly. Ed -
Fredde recalls catching the train at Hawk Point to go to the
World's Fair in St. Louig in

With the construction of the line came also the building of a
fine depot building and a water tawer. Water was taken from a
reservoir south of the tracks. The depot burned in 1941 and was
replaced by the present building.

The railroad at one time was the center of a great deal of
Hawk Point’s activity.

Most people depended on the passenger trains -- there were
four daily at one time - to get to and from their out-of-town
points. Salesmen used the road extensively.

Freight and mail also moved over the line daily.

And the railroad was also a social center of sorts for the town.
It was a form of amusement in the early days for Hawk Pointers
to line the tracks at train time to see who would alight.

The railroad continued to be important through the first four
or five decades of Hawk Point's history. One real milestone in
the railroad’s history was the introduction of the Zephyr, a
high-speed, streamlined silver-colored train whose arrival was

TRAIN WRECK — 1907 — Hawk Point

One of the first trains - 1904

heralded by an unmistakable shriek. This was about 1938.

Eventually the passenger trains quit stopping at Hawk
Point; then passenger trains were discontinued altogether;
then freights became shorter and less frequent and now the
railroad is used infrequently.

One period of train revival was during the Korean War of the
early 1950s when the many troop trains passed through Hawk
Point.

The railroad at Hawk Point was not without its accidents.
One of the first was sometime between 1907 and 1910 when
several cars carrying hogs and cattle derailed. This was near
the present Russell Monroe farm.

The stock, including the carcasses of many dead, were
scattered up and down the line. A special crew was brought in
to bury the dead animals.

A fatal accident occurred on the tracks in 1918 when Clifford
Abel, a Hawk Point boy of about 16, fell beneath the wheels of a
train while playing.

A number of crossing accidents have taken place over the
years, both at Highway 47 and the crossing to the west.

Probably the worst was a three-fatality crash in 1957 when a
car passing through Hawk Point rammed into boxcars crossing
Highway 47.

The Burlington has always provided employment in Hawk
Point. E. D. Hamilton was an early-day ticket agent; a later one
was Al Monroe and after him a Mr. King.

A section crew also worked out of Hawk Point. Foreman for
this crew for many years was Pete Witt.

The railroad reservoir, incidentally, still exists but has been
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leased to private individuals.

There was a time when it was a major recreational facility for
the community.

In the early days of Hawk Point's existence, young people
would congregate at the reservoir during all seasons. It was a
favorite spot for fishing, boating and swimming during the
summers and for ice skating during the winters.

It was accessible as a fishing spot even into the 1940s and
1950s.

The reservoir also served as a commercial asset. Joe Tomek
ran an ice plant at one time, cutting ice cakes from the
reservoir.

MARTINEK'S GARAGE

Hawk Point’s oldest continuing business is also one that tells
much of the story of the evolution of machinery over the best
part of three quarters of a century.

The Hawk Point Machine Shop that started in about 1904 has
become Martinek's Farm Service and has involved, for four
generations, the Martinek family.

The founder of the business was William F. Martinek who
probably can legitimately be called Hawk Point's first master
mechanic. He also was a craftsman in other areas, including
woodworking, watch repair and gunsmithing.

Mr. Martinek came to Hawk Point from Olney to set up shop,
apparently seeing opportunity in the construction of the
Burlington Railroad line through town.

He built his shop on the corner of Highway 47 and the main
entrance to town — where Todd's garage now stands - with
lumber cut at a sawmill operated by his brothers, Stan, Amon
and Sam, and reportedly put it together using pegs.

That shop was a landmark on that corner for many years.

If Mr. Martinek was looking to the railroad construction as a
source of business, he apparently was not disappointed. While
the rail line was being built, huge piles of grubbing hoes, picks
and other such tools could be seen around the shop waiting to
be sharpened or repaired.

The shop and its personnel were very versatile. They built
wagons and sold them, made about any kind of part anyone

Vannie Kallash and Bill Martinek - 1908
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could want; blacksmithed and repaired farm machinery such as
steam engines, grain threshers and mowers.

Not many years after the business was started, Mr.
Martinek's brother-in-law John Peterson joined the company as
did Vannie Kallash,

The business was expanding into the sale of farm implements
and with the coming of more automobiles in about 1912, into a
car service business.

The first farm tractor was sold by Martinek's in 1919 to
Elmer Howell who farmed east of Hawk Point on property now
occupied by Norman Shaw.

The tractor was a kerosene fueled Case.

Other brands of implements sold in those days were
Milwaukee, Stationary hay balers, Nichols and Shepard steam
engines and threshing machines.

Frank and Harrison Crouch bought one of the latter
machines.

In 1929, the second generation of the family joined the
business. When Francis Martinek, Bill Martinek's son, bought
out John Peterson and Vannie Kallash. The name of the
business was changed then to Martinek's Garage and Machine
Shop.

The automobile phase of the business had grown throughout
the 1920s and at the end of the decade tractors also began to
cateh on.

The early models had iron wheels, but in 1936, Martinek's
sold their first rubber-tired tractor. In 1984, the business had
started selling Allis Chalmers equipment, remaining as a dealer
for that line until 1943 when they started selling Minneapolis
Moline equipment.

The trend in tractors in the early 1930s was toward smaller

Martinek Garage - 1988
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Frank Martinek Garage - 1969

machines which began to replace both the heavier tractors of
the 1920s and horses.

Other equipment was changing too, with cornpickers,
combines and hay balers coming into prominence. Martinek's
sold their first pull-type combine in 1937.

By 1939, the machine shop and automobile service was
dropped by the business which concentrated solely on farm
tractor service and power tools.

The business vacated its location on the present Todd lot in
about 1950 and moved south of town on Highway 47. Later, it
moved to Main Street and then to the Martinek farm west of
town in about 1975. The name was changed to Martinek Farm
Service then.

In the meantime, more Martineks became part of the
business. Robert Martinek, Francis' brother, purchased his
father's part after World War II and helped operate it until
selling out to Francis in 1953.

Later Francis’ son Stanley became part of the business and
now is active in its management. And his son Stephen,
great-grandson of the founder, is following in the family
business.

Martinek's has provided employment for many men in Hawk
Point. Since 1929, here are some of the employees of the
business: Lawrence Kuda, Bob Cope, Gilbert Howell, Bill
McCullough, Emil Vondera, Bill Kramer, John Moran, Charles
Stanek, Ed Stanek, Gene Tuepker, Emmett Hoffmann, Bill Doll
Sr., Joe Doll, Fred Norton Sr., Joe Domazlicky, Ed Martinek,
Olin Inlow, Joe Vejvoda, Edward Langenecker, Buck Cregger,
Edward Crouch, Walter Crouch, Artie Brown, Bill Howdeshell,
William McCarty, Tilford Beck, Glen Winter and Joe Twellman.

BANKS

Pernaps the one development that insured that Hawk Point
would be more than a crossroads store along a railroad track,
the thing that gave the infant community a financial heartbeat
was the institution of a bank.

Almost from the town’s inception, there was a bank
somewhere on Main Street until the move to Highway 47 a few
years ago that was a source of security for savers and capital
for investors.

It is a mark of stability in the local banking institution that
no more than six men have managed Hawk Point banks since
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POST OFFICE - BANK
A. K. Schaper

the first one opened 70 years ago. Out of that first Hawk Point
bank came the town's most celebrated political figure, an
elected state official.

But mainly, the banking history of Hawk Point has been
distinctive by its success at a time when failure was all about.

It long has been a source of pride by Hawk Pointers that the
bank survived the Great Depression of the 1930s when many in
much larger places did not. Except for those precarious years,
it was a matter of prospering, not just surviving.

The Bank of Hawk Point was chartered on March 29, 1906,
under the leadership of F. A. Ordelheide, president and
director.

George H. Middlekamp was cashier and manager, a position
he held until his election in 1916 as state treasurer. He was
defeated for re-election four years later.

A report of the state bank examiner in 1910 showed the
bank's resources at $92,480.29. Loans amounted to about
$77,000.00 and deposits about $74,000.00.

It must be remembered that those were the days before
government insured deposits. If the bank was robbed, it went
broke or suffered from bad management, the depositor lost just

Bank and Post Office - 1945



George Middlekamp
State Treasurer
1916-1920

as surely as if a thief had taken the money from under the
mattress at home.

So trust was a major element in the banking business.

In 1910, the other directors whom Hawk Pointers entrusted
with their hard-earned wealth were W. N. Elliott, W. B.
Howell, T. W. Kelly, L. C. Lansche, Frank Knizel and Joe
Shramek. Later Ben Borgmann, J. M. Barbee, Herman Sanker,
W. W. Giles, H. H. Eversmeyer, Mr. Middlekamp and F. L.
Eversmeyer served as directors. After Mr. Middlekamp's
election to office, H. H. Eversmeyer took over active
management of the bank and was succeeded in 1920 by Frank
Eversmeyer who continued in that capacity until the bank
closed to give way to the newly-chartered Peoples Bank of
Hawk Point, the present institution.

When the new bank was organized, officers of the Bank of
Hawk Point decided there was not enough business for two and
thus closed on March 9, 1924. The next day, the new bank
opened in the present location of the Post Office under the
leadership of William Kowazek as president an@ﬂyﬁjl.

rown as cashier and manager.

Initial assets were $157,911.41 and today, by comparison,
they are more than $14 million.

Mr. Brown operated the bank until 1935 when Arthur K.
Schaper of Warrenton was appointed. He managed the bank as

BANK — 1948
George Colbert, Betty Shaw, A. K. Schaper

BANK — 1970
Left to right: Virginia Thompson, Don Thompson, Arthur
Ray Schaper, Paul Krieg, Estelline Black, Sharon Doll, Linda
Shramek, Ann Lawrence, Betty Faye Shaw.

cashier and later as president until his death in 1957.

Under his leadership, the bank took up new quarters in 1940
in the Main Street corner building now occupied by the Marsh
Funeral Chapel.

Succeeding Mr. Schaper as managing officer was Donald E.
Thompson Sr., who rose later to executive vice-president
before assuming his present post as president in 1975.

In 1972, a new bank building was built on Highway 47.

Other bank presidents, besides those mentioned were
William F. Landwehr who served until 1954, and Joe Tomek
Jr., who held that position from 1957 until 1975.

Other board members have included Otho Barley, Charles
Eames, Louis Landwehr, Arthur Ray Schaper, John Landwehr,
John Knizel, Fred Meine, Joe Tomek, Jr., Henry Windmann,
Mildred C. Schaper, Kenneth 0. Barley, Albert Stanek,
Lawrence Meine, C. Robert Hall and William H. Dunecan.

Past and present employees have included Mr. Thompson,
Arthur Ray Schaper, Paul Krieg, Estelline Black, Virginia
Thompson, Sandra Schultz, Betty Shaw, Alice Amann, Joan
Broyles, Lavern Howdeshell, Sharon Doll, Ann Lawrence,
Steven Toebben, Linda Shramek, Brenda Logan, Janet
Weinrich, Don Von Dash, Mamie Lansche, Audrey Kinion,
George Colbert, Linda Petersmeyer, Aldyth Garret, Marcella
Harper, Eileen Holmsley, Kenneth Barley, Ruth Logan, Evelyn
Witt, Mary Jo Davis, Mildred Schaper, R. H. Schaper,
Katheryn Norton, Judy Overkamp, Sharon Hasekamp, Linda
Roetemeyer, Judy White, Gail Heimburger, Sharon Siebert
and David Thompson.

THE ENTERPRISE AND TOMEKS

The two cornerstones of Hawk Point's general mercantile
business anchored the opposite sides and opposite ends of the
principal block of Main Street for about as long as the town has
existed.

Both were established in 1904, the year the Burlington
Railroad line was built through Hawk Point and generally
considered the year of Hawk Point's birth.

Though the two stores changed names and ownerships over
the years, for most of their lives they have been called by
townsfolk simply the Enterprise and Tomek's. In the first
blush of prosperity any new and growing town enjoys, there
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ALBERT IVES CREAMERY — 1946
Donald Glastetter, Albert Joseph Shramek, Lila Garver,
Mary Jane Tripoli, Geraldine Johnson, Jean Johnson, John
Boyer, Paul E. Stanek, Jr.

were other general stores opened in Hawk Point, but they
sooner or later fell by the wayside and the Enterprise and
Tomek's survived.

The businesses mainly sold groceries and dry goods with
emphasis on the former but qualified as general stores by
offering a variety of goods.

It is the Enterprise that has the more varied history and the
individuals connected in some way with that endeavor make up
a fair cross-section of the community.

To at least two generations of Hawk Pointers, one name is
virtually synonymous with the Enterprise. Miss Vira Evers-
meyer whose father H. H. Eversmeyer was one of the early
owners, managed the store for many years - from 1941 until
her retirement. To many, Miss Vira was The Enterprise.

The store opened in its present location in November 1904
under the ownership of W. L. Duncan and W. B. Howell as a
livestock and retail enterprise. Mr. Howell was the livestock
man and Mr. Duncan the merchant.

The business then was simply Duncan and Howell. It didn't
become the Enterprise until 1908.

Mr. Duncan sold his interest to Mr. Eversmeyer in February
1906 and two years later Mr. Eversmeyer in turn sold out to
three well-known Troy merchants, A. A. Kuhne, O. A. Kuhne
and C. S. Trail

A. W. Howell became manager of the new Enterprise and W.
B. Howell continued to run the livestock and fertilizer
department.

Early Enterprise employees included Clarence Tucker, D. H.
Walton, Mrs. Elia Weaver, Mrs. Willie Howell, Marvin Jones,
Burton Lee, Mrs. E. D. Hamilton and J. Z. Raney, who also
became a stockholder.

Times were good and the ledgers from the year 1913 showed
the Enterprise was a friend of the farmer as well as the
consumer. The business that year bought $17,643 in poultry,
eggs and butter and $67,573 in livestock from farmers.

The Enterprise also won the bid to furnish groceries for men
building a pipeline and camping south of Troy.

Customers of the Enterprise received a “Christmas
Souvenir” from the Enterprise in 1913. It has this message:
“The business has shown an increase every year over the
preceding year. We number among our friends and customers
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many people who were the first customers Duncan and Howell
had. These good friends have stayed with this store at all times.
They have depended upon it for their supplies. We are grateful
to them and to all who have given us whatever part of their
trade they saw fit to. The heartiest thanks and best wishes to
everybody, whether customers or not, is what every member of
this firm extends to you.”

The next milestone was reached in 1923 when the store was
reorganized and O. F. Drunert and Allie and Johnnie Monroe
emerged as leaders.

In 1941, the store closed for a time and then was incorporated
later in the year. Members of the board of directors were John
Knizel, Albert Peterson, Ray Duncan, Frank Reese, Floyd
Hutton and August Mordt.

As checkers, meat counter clerks, truck drivers and in other
capacities, many Hawk Pointers were on the payroll at one time
or another during that period. They included Frazier Riddle,
Lillian Dyer, Robert and Dona Gililland, Pearl Muck, Edith
Burgess Gunther, Dorothy Dunard, Wilfred Doll, D'Arline
Shaw, Robert Martinek, Bill Crouch, Oliver Steiger, Robert
Walton, Jim Howell, Margaret Broz, Audrey Tomik, Velma
Collins, Ruby Colbert, Bill Howdeshell, Alle and Druw Allen,
Vivian Allen, Doris Helen Heimburger, Frank Elfrank and
Mike Mudd, who succeeded Miss Eversmeyer as manager.

Since then, the Enterprise has changed hands three times
and has operated under names such as Clover Farm and
Tomboy.

In 1960, Charles and Helen Tochtrop bought the business and
lived in the building. Their employees included Lena, Fred and
George Hasekamp, LaVone Steiger, Clayton Duff, Gail
Hoffmann, Ron Cope, Jim Colbert, Buster Striebel, Carl
Luckett and Gary Colbert as well as some from previous times.

The Tochtrops sold to Joe and Sherry Shramek in 1969 and
they in turn sold to Fred and Velma Beck who in turn reopened
it in 1973 after it was closed for renovation.

Employees under the last two owners included Ruby
Howdeshell, Delores Boone, Darlene Leek, Steven Barchesky,
Alvin Zalabak, Bonnie McCarty, Walter Rook, Gail Shepherd,
Albert Stanek and Carolyn Smith.

The recent longevity record for employment belongs to
D'Arline Shaw who has worked for the last four owners.

While the Enterprise was holding down the southwest
corner of the Main Street block, things were humming at the
northeast corner.

The origin of Tomek's store represents a lot of single handed

Joe Tomelk's Store - 1947



labor on the part of. its founder, Joe Tomek Sr., who as a
merchant and miller at Linns Mill in 1904 cut and sawed logs to
build the Hawk Point store and his home. That dwelling is now
the home of Clifford Colbert, brother-in-law to the last
proprietor of the store.

At the rear of the store building was a warehouse used for
poultry and feed and along the north side, a hitehing rail ran the
length of the building which frequently would be lined with
teams of horses.

An early-day partner of Mr. Tomek was Frank Knizel and
some of the early clerks were Mettie Cunningham, Minnie
Knizel, Alex Owens, Joe Brown, John Peterson, Marie
Martinek, Anna Downing, Jessie Monroe and Charles Howell.

Joe Tomek Jr. succeeded his father as owner of the store and
operated it with his wife Alice until her death in the late 1940s.
In 1960, he married Alice Walton and she assisted him until he
sold the store to Clayton Duff in 1969. Among the clerks for Joe
Tomek Jr. were George Burgess, Freeman Allen, Frazier and
Ora Mae Riddle and Joyce Choate.

Misfortune struck Tomek's store in the form of both fire and
crime.

In 1953, the original building that Joe Tomek Sr. had labored
to build 49 years before was destroyed by fire and was replaced
on the same site by the present concrete block building.

Thieves also took their toll. One bold one in about 1963 went
in through a window, loaded a shopping cart with goods and
fled with food, basket and all.

Tomek's store became Clayton's Market when Mr. Duff took
over in 1969. The new owner later expanded his business to
include an ice cream parlor at the rear which he kept open
during summer months.

Employees in both departments have included Louise Black,
Penny Henebry, Terry Stuck, Jim Colbert, Dennis Davis, Curt
Amann, Janet Brockmeyer, Steve Barchesky, Keith Shramek,
Tim Brockmeyer, Tammy Colbert, Jackie Stuck, Sue
Stonebarger, Debbie Ingram, Pauline Martinek and Mary
Blacksher. The business was closed in 1977.

THE ELEVATOR

Standing adjacent to the railroad tracks for most of the Hawk
Point history has been an institution the farmers hardly could
do without - the elevator.

Harrison Dunard - 1945

The original elevator was built in about 1907 and was sold in
1918 by a Mr. Landwehr to a group of farmers who named it
Farmers Cooperative Elevator.

The first manager under the new ownership probably was
Boss Davis. His assistant was Clarence (Slim) Gibson.

The next manager, 1920-23, was J. Frank Rinaman, Then
followed Harrison Dunard who managed the business for the
next 38 years, until 1961.

Subsequent managers were James Wood, 1961-68; Manuel
Shaw, 1969-72; and Bob Dunard to present.

Salary for the manager in 1933 was $50 per month and 10
percent of any profits over $1,800.00.

The function of the elevator is to buy and sell wheat, corn and
beans, sell fertilizer, animal health products, pesticides, fencing

Hawk Point Elevator - early 1920's
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post, feed and lumber.

Early shareholders were Joe Shilharvey, Joe Norton,
William Stanek, Henry Martinek, Tom Mallan, Frank Knizel
Sr., John Knizel, Frank Martinek, John A. Brown, Lee Brown,
Frank Shilharvey, J. D. Shilharvey, Gus Shilharvey, Jordan
Kallash, Pete Kuda, Eugene Powell, Lonzo Crouse, Tony
Baker, Fred Crouse, John W. Kerpash, Frank Crouse, Frank
Knizel Jr., Frank Baker, Joe J. Martinek, George Domazlicky,
Charles Mallan, C. L. Martinek, A. H. Morrison, F. A. Finley,
Amos Rinaman and Abe H. Monroe.

Some board members through the years have been John
Barbee, Casper Lansche, Louis Meine, Joe Jones, Dee Harper,
Henry Windman, Frank Knizel Sr., Allie L. Monroe, John H.
Monroe Jr., Henry Martinek, George Winters, G. P. Barley,
Harry Norton, John Luelf, Albert Peterson, Carl Detweiler Sr.,
Frank Reese, Fred Martinek, Albert Peterson, Vannie
Vejvoda, Judge Folta, Don Wiss, Arthur K. Schaper, Joe Wing
Jr., Leland Witt, John Knizel, Tom Kelly, J. H. Monroe, Frank
Martinek, E. H. Casner and Arthur Ray Schaper.

HARDWARE-LUMBER BUSINESS

One of the more thriving businesses in Hawk Point almost
from the town's inception has been the sale of hardware,
jumber and building supplies, sometimes all from one
ownership, sometimes not.

The major hardware-lumber enterprise over much of Hawk
Point's history has been the Duncan operation which was under
the proprietorship, either in whole or part, of William Duncan
or his father W. H. Duncan for 50 years.

But the original business was started by William Elliott, not
long after the town began. First he started the lumber yard
where the present buildings are and then in about 1908 or 1909
he built the hardware store, the same building long occupied by
the Duncan business.

He ran the lumber yard and his son May operated the
business. One of this employees, from 1910 to 1913, was Gola
Gordon.

The Elliott yard advertised in the 1917 Transeript that they
carried a full line of building supplies, such as lumber, shingles,
lathes, plaster, cement, brick, windows and doors.

Mr. Elliott did not keep the hardware store long. His sale of it
to H. H. Eversmeyer was the first in a number of transactions
that led eventually to the sole ownership by the senior Mr.
Duncan in 1932. '

First Mr. Eversmeyer sold half interest to 8. M. Davis and
the two, with the help of Frank Eversmeyer, sold not only
hardware but buggies and farm implements.

H. H. Eversmeyer sold his part to J. C. Giles who in 1919 sold
his interest to Mr. Duncan. The store at that time was named
D and D Hardware.

In about 1924, W. E. Giles bought out Mr. Davis and then
upon Mr. Giles' death in 1982, Mr. Duncan became sole owner.

In the meantime, the lumber yard had come under the
ownership of Logan Armstrong, who sold feed there, and
operated a truck line to St. Louis where he took eggs, chickens,
hog and cattle and brought back groceries and freight.

Among those working for him were Felix Steiger, John
Armstrong and Raymond Crouch.

Mr. Armstrong had a contract once to haul gravel for area
roads and to accomplish this bought four new Model T trucks,
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with neither windshields, seat.or bed. A wooden box was built
to hold about a yard of gravel.

Edward Crouch, Pete Witt, Frank Wing and Henry Wing
worked for Mr. Armstrong on that job.

The Armstrong Lumber business was sold to the C. J. Harris
Company, a chain with headquarters in Ferguson, in 1947.

The first manager for Harris was Porter Conley. In 1951,
Tony Knizel took over as manager until the business was sold to
William Duncan sometime in the 1950s.

Martin Leek then became the yard man for Mr. Duncan.

The Duncan business was sold in 1969 to a corporation that
included Mr. Duncan, his son Bob, Joe Myrick, Donald
Thompson, Mike Murphy and John Eversmeyer, who became
the manager.

Then in 1971, the business was sold to Ed Rhodes who ran it
until the fall of 1975.

Mr. Duncan's employees over the years were Vannie Kallash,
Pat Kliever, Lee Brown, Bob Duncan, Ed Chambers, Earl
Miller, Howard Reese, Frank Stanek, Bob Delaloye and Jean
Ann Duncan.

R. C. Spires worked both for Mr. Eversmeyer and Mr.
Rhodes.

The hardware-lumber business at that location was revived
in the spring of 1977 under the ownership of the Dulin-Harrell
Lumber Company. The old Duncan hardware building was
renovated and a new lumber warehouse, at 97x120 feet, the
largest in Lincoln County, was built. The store stocks 33,000
different items.

The building which was the original Armstrong lumber office
and shed was torn down to make room for the new building.

Helping to run the business are William Tipton, Bill Phillips,
Neva Harrell Rankin and Herman Green.

Two other hardware businesses have operated in Hawk Point
and one still is.

One is Davis Paint and Hardware owned by Don Davis since
July 1969 until 1977. Mr. Davis opened the store at the rear of
Clayton Duff's store and moved to the present building next
door, purchased from the estate of Charles Broz in 1971.

Mr. Davis, who came o HaWwk Poxiit in T950 and is married 10

the former Pearl Duff, also did plumbing and electrical work.

The other store is Hawk Point Hardware, owned by Kathryn
Norton since Dec. 19, 1975. She operates a gift shop from the
same building and Bill Foster sells Uregas from there.

A forerunner to Mrs. Norton's business at that location was
Bill Brown's Hardware Store. He had purchased the property
in 1948 from Lawrence Portenheimer and added to the building
bit by bit. The following year, he went into the hardware and
electrical appliance business with his father, Lee Brown.

Bill's first business was on Main Street next door to the
Enterprise where he repaired radios and television sets.

He died on Dec. 17, 1966 of burns he received in a stove
explosion and fire. He was 40 years old at his death.

DRUG STORES

Hawk Point had a drug store for most of its history, but as
nearly as can be determined, never more than one at a time.

The name most associated with the drug store business in
Hawk Point is Thurstin. Aubra Thurstin and George
Middlekamp established a drug store in about 1807 across the
street to the north from the Clayton Duff store site.



A. E. Thurstin - 1940

In about 1909, Mr. Middlekamp bought out Mr. Thurstin and
took in his brother Poodle as a partner. The business was called
Purity Pharmacy.

Mr. Thurstin bought out the business in 1915. It had been
moved to a location north of the Enterprise on Main Street by
that time. Later, a second story was added for living quarters.

Aubra Thurstin and his wife Mollie Monroe Thurstin
operated the store at that location until 1948 when their son
Everett took over.

In later years, the business continued to be called a drug
store, but in actuality was more of a confectionery and
convenience store where candy, soda, ice cream and other
snacks and miscellaneous items were sold.

The store also was a favorite place for some of the townsmen
to gather for cards and small talk.

The business was discontinued in about 1961 and the building
torn down. .

Operation of a drug store in the early days was substantially
different than at present. The druggist did not have to have
special training because prescriptions were filled only under
the supervision of a physician. In Aubra Thurstin's case, Dr.
Butler assisted.

Drug stores also sold patent medicine and in the very early
days, the only way alcohol could be sold was by a doctor's
prescription.

FUNERAL HOMES

During two periods of Hawk Point history, the town has had
a local funeral parlor - in the very early days and the present.
In between, townspeople had to rely on out-of-town funeral
service, usually in Troy.

The early-day parlor was owned by F. A. Ordelheide and was
located about where the restaurant is now.

The way the business was practiced at that time gives some
insight into funeral customs of the day, some of which have not
changed much to this time.

The coffins were made by the funeral home carpenter,
George Burgess, who also ran the parlor for a number of years.

The undertaker would take the coffin to the home of the

deceased and lay the body out bathing, clothing and closing the
eyes by placing nickels on them.

The custom of the day was to keep the body at home for
viewing and in some cases to hold the funeral there. Otherwise,
the horsedrawn hearse would take the body to the church if
that is where the funeral was to be held.

Large crowds would gather at the home of the deceased and
sit up until the funeral. Someone would stay awake with the
body throughout each night until burial.

One custom that has not changed much from those years is
the practice of friends and neighbors taking food to the home of
the bereaved.

The hearse that was used looked much like a stagecoach
except it was much fancier.

About a block east of the old funeral home site is the new one,
on the corner where the bank onee stood. Marsh Funeral
Chapel is owned by Lois Marsh and her sons Jim and Clay. The
Marsh family has owned and operated Kemper Marsh Funeral
Home in Troy for many years.

The Hawk Point Chapel was opened in June 1973 and the
first funeral there was for Charles Martinek who died in his 90s
after falling from a ladder. He had predicted perhaps jokingly,
that he would be the first to use the chapel.

W. P. Graham is manager of the chapel and Billy Joe Foster
worked as the embalmer and director until 1977.

BLACKSMITHS

The village smithy of poet's lore has been a reality in Hawk
Point from the start and is certainly not a lost art even today.

A farming community always has depended heavily on the
skill of the blacksmith.

When the railroad came through in 1904, at least two
blacksmiths set up shop in town. One was John Kliever who
with his son Ed would occupy the same corner in the same
business for 52 years.

The location is where Jim Zumwalt's trailer now sits.

The other early blacksmith was a man named Chess Harding
who at first had a shop out near Blair town but moved to Hawk
Point when the town began to grow.

The other historic blacksmith site in Hawk Point is the
present one where Frank Mashek has plied his trade since 1946.
Frank, who very much looks the part of the blacksmith, is
regarded as a master of his art. Many people feel there is no
machine he cannot fix.

The shop had been built by Joe Stransky who ran it from
1930 until 1946. For about three years, Henry Wing was his
partner.

HAIR CARE

The trend in the business of making people's hair look better
has been decidedly away from barber shops and toward beauty
shops in Hawk Point.

Over a period of years, there have been any number of
barber shops in Hawk Point, including no fewer than four
during one year -- 1925, But there is no barber shop there now.

On the other hand, there was no women's beauty shop in
town until some time in the 1950s, but since then there have
been seven shops, including four still in business.

Hawk Point's first barber probably was John Withous, who
opened his shop in 1910. Rolla Logan was a competitor that
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year and continued in business until 1920.

Tom Elton opened a shop in 1916, which included a confec-
tionery. It was not uncommon in the middle years for a barber
to also sell beer and confections in the shop as well as cutting
hair.

Elton featured cuts, shampoos, shaves, massages and face
bleach. He sold out to Frank Martin in December 1916.

Otho Barley was a barber in Hawk Point at least as early as
1918 and at least as late as 1925. Other barbers in 1925 were
Clint Turnbull, Bill Guinn and Slim Gibson.

Later barbers included Dick Henebry, Winn Atterberry, who
cut hair in Hawk Point from 1952 to 1965, Don Blechle in 1968
and finally Albert Stanek.

Locations of all the shops is not clear, but the later ones at
least were on Main Street in about the middle of the block.

Hawk Point's first beautician was Alida Knizel, wife of Tony
Knizel, who opened up her shop after doing her apprenticeship
with Alberta Adams of Troy.

Mrs. Knizel closed the shop in 1959.

Two shops were started in 1962 and one of these, Darlyne’s is
still in operation.

Darlyne Colbert started business in her home at Duncan and
Walnut on June 11, 1962, after serving an apprenticeship with
Billie's Beauty Shop in Pattonville.

Mrs. Colbert, who incidentally is the only woman ever to be
elected to the Hawk Point town board, recalls the difficulty in
competing with home permanents when she first opened.

Mrs. Colbert, wife of William Colbert, met her husband to be
while in this area to visit a relative.

Also starting in 1962 was Janet Wiss who continued until
about 1970. Her shop was where Danny Martinek lives.

Jean Tallent ran 2 beauty shop behind what is now Marsh
Chapel in 1970-71.

This is the location of Shirley Lindemann's shop which
opened in 1971. Part-time help in that shop has been Sandy
Fraley, Janet Mallory, Elaine Sanderson and Peggy Leedom.

Barbara Heimann's beauty shop located in her home just
south and west of the railroad tracks was started in 1965.

The Style Shop is owned and operated by Barbara Allen
Smith and opened in Feb. 1975. It is located next door to the
Post Office. Barbara went to St. Andrews Beauty College in St.
Charles.

49.

TELEPHONE COMPANIES

The evolution of telephone service in Hawk Point
undoubtedly has brought about many developments but details
of most of them are somewhat sketchy.

The first indication of telephone service for the community
comes from the town board minutes of 1912 which stated that
H. F. Wilburn was granted a 20 year lease to build a telephone
exchange. The rate was to be $1 for the box and 25 cents per
month for a party line.

There is no further word on whether Mr. Wilburn carried
through on his franchise.

Nevertheless, a switchboard was established and was first
run by Mrs. Leona Allen, followed by Thelma Gunther. Tina
Hunter operated the board during World War I, followed by
Mrs. Tom Kinion and Myrtle Cregger. Mrs. Cregger's
daughters, Helen Hamilton and Petty Drunert, also helped on
the switchboard.

Lincoln County Telephone Co. headed by Fred Meade,
bought telephone service rights in Hawk Point from Missouri
Union Co. in 1942 and continued until selling to Continental
Telephone Co. the present operator, in 1960.

Dial telephones were introduced in Hawk Point in 1936.

The telephone book in 1931, which might have been toward
the end of the Wilburn franchise, offers some indication of how
widely the service was taken and who and what businesses
were in Hawk Point at that time. The listings follow:

William Allen, Logan Armstrong, Armstrong Lumber Co.,
John Barbee, William Barley, Thad Bishop, Ben Borgmann,
Richard Brown, Dr. John Butler, Frank Chaney, Omer Colbert,
Mrs. P. A. Colbert, Herman Cregger, Mrs. Andrew Crouch.

Dr. Diggs, Albert Drosselmeyer, Oscar Drunert, Duncan and
Giles Hardware, W. L. Duncan, C. S. Eames, Elevator,
Enterprise, Henry Eversmeyer, Gus Frank, Mrs. Jennie Giles,
Alton Gililland, Allie Hall, Ed Hamilton, C. A. Harper office,
John Harper, Henry Harbaum.

Hawk Point Garage, Tom Henebry, Fred Henke, Amiel
Hesterber, W. B. Howell, Willie Kowazek, Charles Krueger,
Pete Kuda, Albert Neumann, August Nieman, Frank Nieman,
Florence Nordwald, Sylvester Norton, W. F. Landwehr, Joe
Langenecker.

Martin Leek, Will Martinek, Martinek's Garage, W. H.
McCullough, Clarence McMahan, John Monroe, Henry Mordt,
William Mordt, Alton Morris, Henry Pope, William Pieper, J.
W. Powell Garage, Fred Rector, Charles Reynolds, Elmer
Rinaman, Everett Rinaman, W. F. Rinaman.

Will Sanker, August Schroer, Albert Shramek, Joe Shramek,
William Wilson, Henry Windman, William Windman, George
Winters, Charles Zalabak and Frank Zalabak.

AUTOMOBILES

The history of Hawk Point coincides almost exactly with the
history of the automobile. In 1904, when the town was in its
infancy, the car was still a curiosity, a horseless carriage that
many saw as no more than a toy or a passing fad.

Within a decade, Hawk Point had pretty well built up to size
and the car was making its presence felt as well.

Those who remember the early years of this century in Hawk
Point can recall the excitement that was caused when
automobiles first came to town.

Hawk Point was on a main route between Mexico and St.






