
VDOYDWLRQ"´� (Heb 2:3; 12:25)�� 6R�� WKRXJK� RXU
FULPHV�EH�KHDY\��DQG�WKH�FRQVWDQW�FODPRUV�RI
FRQVFLHQFH�URDU��ZLWK�WKH�ODZ��DQG�WKH�GHYLO�
OHW� XV� QRW� EH� GDXQWHG�E\�RXU� HQHPLHV� DQG
WKHLU� WHUULEOH� YRLFHV�� EXW� ILQG� VKHOWHU� IURP
WKHP�DOO��in the word of the King��VHDOHG�ZLWK
KLV�RZQ�KHDUW¶V�EORRG��:H�KDYH�EXW�WR�EHOLHYH
DQG�UHFHLYH��WKH�SDUGRQ�DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV��DQG
VWDQG�IDVW�XSRQ�KLV�ZRUG�

$�FDSWDLQ�ZDV�EURXJKW�EHIRUH�DQ�$VLDWLF
SULQFH� IRU�H[HFXWLRQ��WKH�JXLOORWLQH�DOUHDG\
EHLQJ�UDLVHG�RYHU�KLV�KHDG��ZKHQ��LPSUHVVHG
E\�LQWROHUDEOH�WKLUVW��KH�DVNHG�IRU�ZDWHU��$
FXS�ZDV�KDQGHG�KLP��+H�KHOG�LW��DV�LI�DSSUH�
KHQVLYH��OHVW�WKH�JXLOORWLQH�VKRXOG�IDOO�ZKLOH
KH�ZDV� LQ� WKH� DFW�RI�GULQNLQJ�� ³7DNH� FRXU�
DJH�´� VDLG� WKH� SULQFH�� ³<RXU� OLIH� ZLOO� EH
VSDUHG� WLOO� \RX� GULQN� WKLV�ZDWHU�´� 7KDW� LQ�
VWDQW�� he dashed the cup of water to the
ground!� 6WDQGLQJ� LQ� WKH�VKDGRZV�RI�GHDWK�
DQG�ZLWK�D�JUDYH�DOUHDG\�GXJ��D�IODVK�RI�OLJKW
LQ�D�ZRUG�IURP�D�SULQFH�SDVVHG�KLV�ZD\��KH
VHL]HG�XSRQ�LW� IRU�DOO�KH�ZDV�ZRUWK��³7DNH
FRXUDJH�� <RXU� OLIH� ZLOO� EH� VSDUHG� WLOO� \RX
GULQN�WKLV�ZDWHU�´�+H�ODLG�KROG�RI�WKDW�ZRUG�
7KH�IDLWK�RI�WKDW�EDUEDULDQ�FDSWLYH�VDYHG�KLP
WKDW�GD\��7KH�ZRUG�RI�D�SULQFH�ZDV�HQRXJK�
/LEHUW\�ZDV� LPPHGLDWHO\� JUDQWHG�� KH� URGH
RII�D�IUHH�PDQ�

,Q� OLNH�PDQQHU�� WKH� JXLOORWLQH� RI�*RG¶V
MXVWLFH�KDQJV�RYHU�WKH�KHDG�RI�HYHU\�VLQQHU�
ZLWK� WKH� EURNHQ� ODZ� FU\LQJ� RXW�� ³([HFXWH
KLP�´�³7KH�ZDJHV�RI�VLQ�LV�GHDWK�´�(Rom 6:23)�
%\�QDWXUH��ZH¶UH�ERUQ�XQGHU�WKH�VHQWHQFH�RI
GHDWK��%XW�WKHUH�LV�D�3ULQFH��D�3ULQFH�RI�3HDFH�
ZKR�³KDWK�PDGH�SHDFH�WKURXJK�WKH�EORRG�RI
KLV� FURVV´� (Isaiah 9:6; Col 1:20)�� D� 3ULQFH� RI�/LIH
³ZKR�KDWK�DEROLVKHG�GHDWK��DQG�EURXJKW�OLIH
DQG�LPPRUWDOLW\�WR�OLJKW�WKURXJK�WKH�JRVSHO´
(Acts 3:15; 2 Tim 1:10)��DQG�WKH�ZRUG�IURP�KHDYHQ
KDV�JRQH�IRUWK��³'HOLYHU�KLP�IURP�JRLQJ�GRZQ
WR�WKH�SLW��,�KDYH�IRXQG�D�UDQVRP�´�(Job 33:24)�

$�ZRUG�RI�OLIH�LV�QRZ�VHQW�WR�WKH�HDU�RI
HYHU\�VLQQHU�RQ�GHDWK�URZ��³+H�WKDW�EHOLHY�
HWK�LQ�PH��WKRXJK�KH�ZHUH�GHDG��\HW�VKDOO�KH
OLYH��DQG�ZKRVRHYHU�OLYHWK�DQG�EHOLHYHWK�LQ
PH�VKDOO�QHYHU�GLH´�(John 11:25-26)��1R�VXUHU�ZRUG
RI� SURPLVH� KDV� HYHU� EHHQ� SXEOLVKHG�� 7KH
ZRUG�RI�WKH�3ULQFH�KDV�JRQH�IRUWK��µµ$QG�WKLV
LV�WKH�ZRUG�ZKLFK�E\�WKH�JRVSHO�LV�SUHDFKHG
XQWR�\RX´�(1 Peter 1:25)��³7R�\RX��2�PHQ��GR�,�FDOO�
DQG�P\�YRLFH�LV�WR�WKH�VRQV�RI�PHQ´�(Prov 8:4)�
³7R�\RX�LV�WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKLV�VDOYDWLRQ�VHQW´
(Acts 13:26)��/LIH�DQG�OLEHUW\�UHVLGH�LQ�WKDW�ZRUG�
DQG� RXU� UHFHLYLQJ�� DQG� OD\LQJ� KROG� RI� LW�

7KDW¶V�WKH�VROLG�URFN�IRU�RXU�IDLWK�WR�UHVW�LQ�
,W¶V�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG��D�*RG�WKDW�FDQQRW�OLH�
UDWLILHG�E\�KLV�RZQ�RDWK��VHDOHG�ZLWK�KLV�RZQ
EORRG��DQG�DWWHVWHG�WR�E\�WKH�7KUHH�WKDW�EHDU
UHFRUG�LQ�KHDYHQ�

6RPHRQH�PD\�REMHFW�E\�VD\LQJ��³%XW�*RG
KDV�QR�SXUSRVH�RU�GHVLJQ�RI�PHUF\�WRZDUG
DOO��DQG�WKHUHIRUH��KRZ�FDQ�,�DSSO\�WKLV�ZRUG
RI�VDOYDWLRQ�WR�P\VHOI"´�7KH�DQVZHU�LV�WKDW
*RG�KDV�QRW�PDGH�KLV�VHFUHW�SXUSRVH�WKH�UXOH
RI�\RXU�IDLWK��EXW�KLV�ZRUG��DQG�\RX�PD\�DQG
VKDOO�NQRZ�KLV�PHUFLIXO�SXUSRVH��LI�RQFH�\RX
WDNH� KLV� ZRUG�� DQG� EHOLHYH� KLV� SURPLVH� LQ
&KULVW�

:KLOH�&DSWDLQ�+HGO\�9LFDUV�ZDV�ZDLWLQJ
LQ�&DQDGD�LQ�1RYHPEHU��������IRU�WKH�DUULYDO
RI�D�EURWKHU�RIILFHU� LQ�KLV� URRP��DV�KH� LGO\
WXUQHG�RYHU�WKH�OHDYHV�RI�WKH�%LEOH��KLV�H\H
FDXJKW�WKH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�ZRUGV��³7KH�EORRG�RI
-HVXV�&KULVW�FOHDQVHWK�XV�IURP�DOO�VLQ´�(1 John
1:7)��&ORVLQJ�WKH�ERRN��KH�VDLG��³,I�WKLV�EH�WUXH
IRU�PH��KHQFHIRUWK�,�ZLOO�OLYH��E\�WKH�JUDFH�RI
*RG�� DV� D� PDQ� VKRXOG� OLYH� ZKR� KDV� EHHQ
ZDVKHG�LQ�WKH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�´�(YHQ
VR��HYHU\�VRXO�VKRXOG� WDNH�*RG�DW�KLV�YHU\
ZRUG��DQG�LQ�VLPSOH�FKLOGOLNH�IDLWK��UHFHLYH
WKH� SURPLVHV�� 7KHUH¶V� QR� VXUHU� JURXQG� WR
VWDQG�RQ�q

5VCPFKPI�QP�VJG�RTQOKUGU�+�PQY�ECP�UGG�2GTHGEV��RTGUGPV�ENGCPUKPI�KP�VJG�DNQQF�HQT�OG�

The  Thrilling  Conversion
of  a  Negro  Slave

$
W�WKH�WLPH�RI�KLV�FRQYHUVLRQ� WR�&KULVW�
��-RKQ�-DVSHU�(1812�1901)�ZDV�D�VODYH��LOOLW�

HUDWH� DQG�ZRUNLQJ� LQ� D� WREDFFR� IDFWRU\� LQ
5LFKPRQG��9LUJLQLD��,W�QHHG�KDUGO\�EH�VDLG
WKDW� KH� VKDUHG� WKH� VXSHUVWLWLRQV� DQG� LQ�
GXOJHG�LQ�WKH�H[WUDYDJDQFHV�RI�KLV�UDFH��DQG
WKHVH�LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�VR�EODWDQW�DQG
XQUHDVRQDEOH�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�FDXVHG�VRPH�WR
GRXEW�WKH�QHJUR¶V�FDSDFLW\�IRU�WUXH�UHOLJLRQ�

%XW�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�-DVSHU¶V�UHOLJLRXV
H[SHULHQFHV�VKRZHG�IRUWK�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�DV
WKHLU�VRXUFH�DQG�FHQWHU��+LV�WKRXJKWV�ZHQW�WR
WKH�FURVV��KLV�KRSH�ZDV�IRXQGHG�RQ�WKH�VDF�
ULILFLDO�EORRG��DQG�KLV�QRLV\�DQG�UKDSVRGLF

GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� VRXQGHG� D� GLVWLQFW� QRWH� LQ
KRQRU�RI�KLV�5HGHHPHU�

-DVSHU¶V� FRQYLFWLRQ�DV� WR�KLV� FDOO� WR� WKH
PLQLVWU\�ZDV� FOHDU�FXW�DQG� LQWHQVH��+H�EH�
OLHYHG�WKDW�KLV�FDOO�FDPH�VWUDLJKW�IURP�*RG�
+LV�ERDVW�DQG�JORU\�ZDV�WKDW�KH�ZDV�D�*RG�
PDGH�SUHDFKHU�� ,Q�KLV� ILHUFH�ZDUIDUHV�ZLWK
WKH�HGXFDWHG�SUHDFKHUV�RI�KLV�UDFH²³WKH�QHZ
LVVXH�´�DV�KH�FRQWHPSWXRXVO\�FDOOHG�WKHP²
KH�UHVWHG�KLV�FODLP�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�WKDW�*RG
KDG�SXW�KLP�LQWR�WKH�PLQLVWU\��DQG�VR�UHYHU�
HQWLDO��VR�IXOO�RI�QREOH�DVVHUWLRQ�DQG�VR�LUUH�
VLVWLEO\�HORTXHQW�ZDV�KH�LQ�VHWWLQJ�IRUWK�KLV
PLQLVWHULDO� DXWKRULW\� WKDW� HYHQ� KLV� PRVW
VNHSWLFDO� FULWLFV�ZHUH� FRQVWUDLQHG� WR� DGPLW
WKDW��OLNH�-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW��KH�ZDV�³D�PDQ�VHQW
IURP�*RG�´

�$QG�\HW�-DVSHU�NQHZ�WKH�KXPDQ�VLGH�RI
KLV�FDOO��,W�ZDV�D�SDUW�RI�KLV�JUHDWQHVV�WKDW�KH
FRXOG�VHH�WUXWK�LQ�LWV�UHODWLRQV�DQG�FRPSOHWH�
QHVV��DQG�ZKLOH�RIWHQ�KH�SUHVHQWHG�RQH�VLGH
RI�D�WUXWK��DV�LI�LW�ZHUH�DOO�RI�LW��KH�DOVR�VDZ
WKH�RWKHU�VLGH��:LWK�KLP�D�SDUDGR[�ZDV�QRW
D�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ��+H�JUDWHIXOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�WKH
KXPDQ�LQIOXHQFHV�ZKLFK�KHOSHG�KLP�WR�HQWHU
WKH�PLQLVWU\�

:KLOH�SUHDFKLQJ�RQH�6XQGD\�DIWHUQRRQ
-DVSHU�VXGGHQO\�VWRSSHG��KLV�IDFH�OLJKWHG�DV
ZLWK�D�YLVLRQ��D�ULFK�ODXJK�ULSSOHG�IURP�KLV
OLSV�ZKLOH�KLV�H\HV�IODVKHG�ZLWK�VRXOIXO�ILUH�
+H� WKHQ� VDLG�� LQ� D�PDQQHU� QHYHU� WR� EH� UH�
SRUWHG�� ³0DUV� 6DP�+DUJURYH� FDOOHG�PH� WR
SUHDFK�GH�*RVSHO²KH�ZDV�P\�ROG�PDUVWHU�
DQG� KH� VWDUWHG� PH� RXW� ZLG� P\� PHVVDJH�´
,QVWDQWO\�WKH�DXGLHQFH�TXLYHUHG�ZLWK�TXLFN�
HQHG�DWWHQWLRQ��IRU�WKH\�NQHZ�DW�RQFH�WKDW�WKH
PDQ�LQ�WKH�SXOSLW�KDG�VRPHWKLQJ�JUHDW�WR�WHOO�

³,�ZDV�VHHNLQ¶�*RG�VL[�ORQJ�ZHHNV²MHV¶
¶FDXVH�,�ZDV�VLFK�D�IRRO�,�FRXOGQ¶W�VHH�GH�ZD\
GH�/RUG�VWUXFN�PH�IXV¶�RQ�&DS¶WDO�6TXDU¶��DQ¶
,�OHIW�WKDU�EDGO\�FULSSOHG��2QH�-XO\�PRUQLQ¶
VRPHWKLQ¶�KDSSHQ¶G��,�ZDV�D�WREDUNHU�VWHP�
PHU��GDW�LV��,�WRRN�GH�WREDUNHU�OHDI��DQ¶�WRU¶G�GH
VWHP�RXW��DQ¶�GH\�ZRQ¶W�QR�RQH�LQ�GDW�IDFW¶U\
FRXOG�EHDW�PH�DW�GDW�ZRUN��%XW�GDW�PRUQLQ¶
GH�VWHPV�ZRXOGQ¶W�FRPH�RXW�WR�VDYH�PH��DQ¶
,�WRU¶G�XS�WREDUNHU�E\�GH�SRXQ¶�DQ¶�IOXQJ�LW
XQGHU�GH�WDEOH��)DF¶�LV��EUXWKU¶Q��GH�GDUNQHVV
RI�GHDWK�ZDV�LQ�P\�VRXO�GDW�PRUQLQ¶��0\�VLQV
ZDV�SLOHG�RQ�PH�OLNH�PRXQW¶QV��P\�IHHW�ZDV
VLQNLQ¶�GRZQ�WR�GH�UHJXQV�RI�GHVSDU��DQ¶�,�IHOW
GDW�RI�DOO�VLQQHUV�,�ZDV�GH�ZXVW��,�WKR¶W�GDW�,
ZRXOG� GLH� ULJKW� GHQ��$Q¶�ZLG�ZKDW� ,� VXS�
SRVHG�ZDV�P\�ODUV�EUHDWK�,�IOXQJ�XS�WR�KHDY¶Q
D� FU\� IRU� PHUF\�� ¶)RUH� ,� NQR¶G� LW�� GH� OLJKW

EURNH��,�ZDV�OLJKW�DV�D�IHDWKHU��P\�IHHW�ZDV
RQ�GH�PRXQW¶Q��VDOYDWLRQ�URO¶G� OLNH�D� IORRG
WKUX�P\�VRXO��DQ¶�,�IHOW�DV�LI�,�FRXOG�¶QRFN�RII
GH�IDFW¶U\�URRI�ZLG�P\�VKRXWV�

³%XW�,�VH]�WR�P\VHI��,�JRLQ¶�WR�KRO¶�VWLOO�WLO
GLQQHU��DQ¶�VR�,�FULHG��DQ¶�ODIIHG��DQ¶�WRUH�XS
GH�WREDUNHU��3UHV¶QWO\�,�ORRNHG�XS�GH�WDEOH�
DQ¶�GDU�ZDV�D�ROG�PDQ²KH�OXY�PH��DQ¶�WULHG
KDUG�WR�OHDG�PH�RXW�GH�GDUNQHVV��DQ¶�,�VOLS
URXQ¶�WR�ZKDU�KH�ZDV��DQ¶�,�VH]�LQ�KLV�HDU�DV
ORZ� DV� ,� FRXOG�� ¶+DOOHOXMDK��P\� VRXO� LV� UH�
GHHPHG�¶�'HQ�,�MXPS�EDFN�TXLFN�WR�P\�ZRUN�
EXW�DIWHU�,�RQFH�RSHQ�P\�PRXI�LW�ZDV�KDUG�WR
NHHS�LW�VKHW�DQ\�PR¶�

µµ¶7ZDQ¶� ORQJ� ¶IRUH� ,� ORRNHG� XS� GH� OLQH
DJLQ��DQ¶�GDU�ZDV�D�JRRG�RO¶�ZRPDQ�GDU�GDW
NQHZ�DOO�P\�VRUUHUV��DQ¶�KDG�EHHQ�SUD\LQ¶�IXU
PH�DOO�GH�WLPH��'HU�ZDV�QR�XVH�HU�WDONLQ¶��,
KDG�WR�WHOO�KHU��DQ¶�VR�,�VNLS�DORQJ�XS�TXLHW�DV
D�EUHH]H��DQ¶�VWDUW¶G�WR�ZKLVSHU�LQ�KHU�HDU��EXW
MXVW� GHQ� GH� KROLQ�EDFN� VWUDSV� RI� -DVSHU¶V
EUHDFKLQ¶�EURNH��DQ¶�ZKDW�,�WKR¶W�ZRXOG�EH�D
ZKLVSHU� ZDV� ORXG� HQXI� WR� EH� KHDUQ� FOHDQ
¶FURVV�-HHPV�5LYHU�WR�0DQFKHVWHU��2QH�PDQ
VHG�KH�WKR¶W�GH�IDFWRU\�ZDV�IDOOLQ¶�GRZQ��DOO
,�NQRZ¶G�,�KDG�UDLVH�P\�IXVW�VKRXW�WR�GH�JORU\
RI�P\�5HGHHPHU�

³%XW�IRU�RQH�WKLQJ�WKDU�ZRXOG�HU�EHHQ�D
MLQ¶UDO�UHYLYDO�LQ�GH�IDFW¶U\�GDW�PRUQLQ¶��'DW
RQH�WKLQJ�ZDV�GH�RYHUVHHU��+H�EXOJ¶G�LQWR�GH
URRP��DQ¶�ZLG�D�YRLFH�GDW�VRXQGHG� OLNH�KH
KDG� KLV� EUHDNIXV�GDW�PRUQLQ¶� RQ� UDVSV� DQ¶
ILOHV�� EHOORZHG� RXW�� ¶:KDW¶V� DOO� GLV� URZ
¶ERXW"¶�6RPHERG\�VKRXWHG�RXW�GDW�-RKQ�-DV�
SHU�GXQ�JRW�UHOLJXQ��EXW�GDW�GLGQ¶W�ZXUN�¶WDOO
ZLG�GH�ERVV��+H� WHOO�PH� WR� JLW�EDFN� WR�P\
WDEOH��DQ¶�DV�KH�KDG�VXPSWKLQ¶�LQ�KLV�KDQG�GDW
ORRNHG�XJO\��LW�ZDV�QR�WLPH�IXU�PDNLQ¶�ILQH
SLQWV��VR�,�VHG��¶<HV��VLU��,�ZLOO��,�DLQ¶W�PHDQW
QR� KDUP�� GH� IXV� WDVWH� RI� VDOYDWLRQ� JRW� GH
EHWWHU�XQ�PH��EXW�,¶OO�JLW�EDFN�WR�P\�ZRUN�¶
$Q¶�,�WHOO�\RX�,�JRW�EDFN�TXLFN�

³%RXW�GDW�WLPH�0DUV�6DP�KH�FRPH�RXW¶Q
KLV�RUILV��DQ¶�KH�VD\�� ¶:KDW¶V�GH�PDWWHU�RXW
KHUH"¶� $Q¶� ,� KHDU� GH� RYHUVHHU� WHOOLQ¶� KLP�
µ-RKQ�-DVSHU�NLFN�XS�D�IXVV��DQ¶�VD\�KH�GXQ
JRW�UHOLJXQ��EXW�,�GXQ�IL[�KLP��DQ¶�KH�JRW�EDFN
WR� KLV� WDEOH�¶� 'H� GHYLO� WRO¶� PH� WR� KDWH� GH
RYHUVHHU�GDW�PRUQLQ¶��EXW�GH�OXY�RI�*RG�ZDV
UROOLQ¶� WKUX�P\�VRXO�� DQ¶�VRPHKRZ�,�GLGQ¶W
PLQG�ZKDW�KH�VHG�

³/LWWOH�DIW¶U�,�KHDU�0DUV�6DP�WHOO�GH�RYHU�
VHHU�KH�ZDQWD� VHH� -DVSHU��0DUV� 6DP�ZDV�D
JRRG�PDQ��KH�ZDV�D�%DSWLV¶��DQ¶�RQH�RI�GH�KHG
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PHQ�RI�GH�ROG�)XVW�&KXUFK�GRZQ�KHUH��DQ¶�,
ZDV�JODG�ZKHQ�,�KHDU�0DUV�6DP�VD\�KH�ZDQW
WR� VHH�PH��:KHQ� ,� JLW� LQ� KLV� RUILV�� KH� VD\�
¶-RKQ��ZKDW�ZDV�GH�PDWWHU�RXW�GDU�MHV¶�QRZ"¶
DQG�KLV�YRLFH�ZDV�VRI¶OLNH��DQ¶� LW�VHHP¶G�WR
KDYH�D�OLWWOH�VRQJ�LQ�LW�ZKLFK�SOD\¶G�LQWR�P\
VRXO�OLNH�DQ�DQJHO¶V�KDUS��,�VH]�WR�KLP��¶0DUV
6DP��HYHU�VHQFH�GH�IRXUWK�RI�-XO\�,�EHQ�FU\LQ¶
DIWHU�GH�/RUG��VL[� ORQJ�ZHHNV��DQ¶� MHV¶�QRZ
RXW�GDU�DW�GH�WDEOH�*RG�WXN�P\�VLQV�DZD\�
DQ¶�VHW�P\�IHHW�RQ�D�URFN��,�GLGQ¶W�PHDQ�WR
PDNH�QR�QRLVH��0DUV�6DP��EXW�¶IRUH�,�NQRZ¶G
LW�GH�ILUHV�EURNH�RXW�LQ�P\�VRXO��DQ¶�,�MHV¶�OHW
JR�RQH�VKRXW�WR�GH�JORU\�RI�P\�6DYLRU�¶

³0DUV� 6DP� ZDV� VHWWLQ¶� ZLG� KLV� H\HV� D
OLWWOH�GRZQ�WR�GH�IOR¶��DQ¶�ZLG�D�SULWW\�TXLY¶U
LQ�KLV�YRLFH�KH�VD\�YHU\�VOR¶��µ-RKQ��,�E¶OHYH
GDW�ZD\�P\VHOI��,�OXY�GH�6DYLRU�GDW�\RX�KDYH
MHV¶� IRXQ¶�� DQ¶�,�ZDQ¶�WR� WHOO� \RX�GDW� ,� GR¶Q
FRPSODLQ�¶FDXVH�\RX�PDGH�GH�QRLVH�MHV¶�QRZ
DV�\RX�GLG�¶�'HQ�0DUV�6DP�GLG�HU�WKLQJ�GDW
QHDUO\�PDGH�PH�GURS�WR�GH�IOR¶��+H�JLW�RXW�RI
KLV�FKDLU��DQ¶�ZDON�RYHU�WR�PH�DQG�JLY¶�PH�KLV
KDQ¶�� DQ¶� KH� VD\�� ¶-RKQ�� ,�ZLVK�\RX�PLJKW\
ZHOO��<RXU�6DYLRU�LV�PLQH��DQ¶�ZH�DUH�EUXWKHUV
LQ�GH�/RUG�¶�:KHQ�KH�VD\�GDW��,�WXUQ�¶URXQG
DQ� SXW�P\� DUP� DJLQ� GH�ZDOO�� DQ¶� KHOG�P\
PRXI�WR�NHHS�IURP�VKRXWLQ¶��0DUV�6DP�ZHOO
NQRZ�GH�JRRG�KH�GXQ�PH�

µµ$IW¶U�DZKLOH�KH�VD\��¶-RKQ��GLG�\RX�WHOO
HQ\�RI� ¶HP�LQ� WKDU� ¶ERXW�\RXU�FRQYHUVLRQ"¶
$QG�,�VD\��µ<HV��0DUV�6DP��,�WHOO�¶HP�IRUH�,
NQR¶G�LW��DQ¶�,�IHHO�OLNH�WHOOLQ¶�HEHU\ERG\�LQ�GH
ZRUO¶�DERXW�LW�¶�'HQ�KH�VD\��µ-RKQ��\RX�PD\
WHOO�LW��*R�EDFN�LQ�GDU�DQ¶�JR�XS�DQ¶�GRZQ�GH
WDEOHV��DQ¶�WHOO�DOO�RI�¶HP��$QG�GHQ�LI�\RX�ZDQ¶
WR��JR�XS�VWDUV�DQ¶�WHOO¶�HP�DOO�¶ERXW�LW��DQ¶�GHQ
GRZQ�VWDUV�DQ¶� WHOO�GH�KRJVKHG�PHQ�DQ¶�GH
GULYHUV�DQ¶�HYHU\ERG\�ZKDW�GH�/RUG�KDV�GXQ
IRU�\RX�¶

³%\�GLV�WLPH�0DUV�6DP¶V�IDFH�ZDV�UDLQLQ¶
WHDUV��DQ¶�KH�VD\��µ-RKQ��\RX�QHHGQ¶�ZRUN�QR
PR¶�WRGD\�� ,�JLY¶�\RX�KROLGD\��$IW¶U�\RX�JLW
WKUX�WHOOLQ¶�LW�KHUH�DW�GH�IDFW¶U\��JR�XS�WR�GH
KRXVH�� DQ¶�WHOO�\RXU�IRONV��JR�URXQ¶�WR�\RXU
QHLJKERUV�� DQ¶� WHOO� GHP�� JR� HQ\ZKHUH� \RX
ZDQ¶�WR��DQ¶�WHOO�GH�JRRG�QHZV��,W¶OO�GR�\RX
JRRG��GR�GHP�JRRG��DQ¶�KHOS�WR�KRQ¶U�\RXU
/RUG�DQ¶�6DYLRU�¶

³2K��GDW�KDSS\�GD\��&DQ�,�HYHU�IRUJLW�LW"
'DW�ZDV�P\�FRQYHUVLRQ�PRUQLQ�¶�DQ¶�GDW�GD\
GH�/RUG�VHQW�PH�RXW�ZLG�GH�JRRG�QHZV�RI�GH
NLQJGRP��)RU�PR¶�GHQ�IRUW\�\HDUV� ,¶YH�EHQ
WHOOLQ¶�GH�VWRU\��0\�VWHS�LV�JLWWLQ¶�UXWKHU�VOR¶�
P\�YRLFH�EUHDNV�GRZQ��DQ¶�VRPHWLPHV�,�DP

DZIXO� WLUHG�� EXW� VWLOO� ,¶P� WHOOLQ¶� LW��0\� OLSV
VKDOO�SURFODLP�GH�G\LQ¶�OXY�RI�GH�/DP¶�ZLG
P\�ODV¶�H[SLULQ¶�EUHDWK�

µµ$K��P\�GHDU�RO¶�PDUVWHU��+H�VOHHSV�RXW
\RQGHU�LQ�GH�RO¶�FHPHWHU\��DQ¶�LQ�GLV�ZRUO¶�,
VKDOO�VHH�KLV�IDFH�QR�PR¶�� EXW�,�GRQ¶W�IRUJLW
KLP��+H�JLYH�PH�D�KROLGD\�� DQ¶�VHQW�PH�RXW
WR�WHOO�P\�IULHQGV�ZKDW�JUHDW�WKLQJV�*RG�KDG
GXQ�IRU�P\�VRXO��2IW¶Q�DV�,�SUHDFK�,�IHHO�WKDW
,¶P�GRLQ¶�ZKDW�P\�RO¶�PDUVWHU�WRO¶�PH�WR�GR��,I
KH�ZDV�KHUH�QRZ��,�WKLQN�KH�ZRXOG�OLI¶�XS�GHP
NLQ¶�EODFN�H\HV�RI�KLV��DQ¶�VD\�� ¶'DW¶V�ULJKW�
-RKQ��VWLOO�WHOOLQ¶�LW��IO\�OLNH�GH�DQJHO��DQ¶�ZKHU�
HYHU�\RX�JR�FDUU\�GH�*RVSHO�WR�GH�SHRSOH�¶

³)DUHZHOO��P\�RO¶�PDUVWHU��ZKHQ�,�ODQ¶�LQ
GH�KHDY¶QO\�FLW\��,¶OO�FDOO�DW�\RXU�PDQVLRQ�GDW
GH�/RUG�KDG�UHDG\�IRU�\RX�ZKHQ�\RX�JRW�GDU�
DQ¶�,�VKDOO�VD\��µ0DUV�6DP��,�GLG�ZKDW�\RX�WRO¶
PH��DQ¶�PDQ\�RI�µHP�LV�FRPLQ¶�XS�KHUH�ZLG
GD�UREHV�ZDVK¶G�LQ�GH�EORRG�RI�GH�/DP¶�GDW
ZDV�OHG�LQWR�GH�ZD\�E\�P\�SUHDFKLQ¶��DQ¶�DV
\RX�VWDUWHG�PH�,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�VKDU¶�LQ�GH�JORU\
RI�GD�VDOYDWLRQ�¶�$Q¶�,�WHOO�\RX�ZKDW�,�UHHN¶Q�
GDW�ZKHQ�0DUV�6DP�VHHV�PH��KH¶OO�VD\��µ-RKQ�
FDOO�PH�PDUVWHU�QR�PR¶��ZH¶UH�EUXWKHUV�QRZ�
DQ¶�ZH¶OO�OLYH�IRUHYHU�URXQ¶�GH�WKURQH�RI�*RG�¶´

7KLV�LV�-DVSHU¶V�VWRU\��ODUJHO\�LQ�KLV�RZQ
EURNHQ�ZRUGV��:KHQ�KH� WROG� LW�� WKH�SHRSOH
ZHUH� IDVFLQDWHG� DQG� WUDQVILJXUHG�� LW� VZHSW
RYHU�WKDW�JUHDW�FURZG�OLNH�D�FHOHVWLDO�JDOH�q

$
FHUWDLQ�SULQFH�RQFH�WUDYHOLQJ�WKURXJK
)UDQFH�YLVLWHG�WKH�$UVHQDO�RI�7RXORQ�

ZKHUH� FRQYLFWHG� FULPLQDOV� ZHUH� KHOG�� 7KH
FRPPDQGDQW�� DV� D� FRXUWHV\� WR� WKH�SULQFH¶V
UDQN��VDLG�KH�ZDV�ZHOFRPH�WR�VHW�DQ\�RI�WKH
SULVRQHUV�IUHH��ZKRP�KH�VKRXOG�FKRRVH��7KH
SULQFH��GHVLULQJ�WR�PDNH�WKH�ZLVHVW�XVH�RI�WKLV
SULYLOHJH��VSRNH�WR�PDQ\�RI�WKHP�LQ�VXFFHV�
VLRQ��LQTXLULQJ�ZK\�WKH\�ZHUH�FRQGHPQHG�WR
GHDWK��³)DOVHO\�DFFXVHG�´�FULHG�RQH��³8QIDLU
WULDO�´�JUXPEOHG�DQRWKHU��³8QMXVW�ODZV�´�ZDV
WKH�FRQWHQWLRQ�RI�DQRWKHU�ZKR�KDG�VHW�KLP�
VHOI�DJDLQVW�FLYLO�DXWKRULW\��6WLOO�DQRWKHU�FRP�
SODLQHG� WKDW� KH� ZDV� D� YLFWLP� RI� D� FRUUXSW
VRFLDO�V\VWHP��7KH\�ZHUH�DOO�LQQRFHQWV�ZKR
KDG�EHHQ�LOO�WUHDWHG�DQG�RSSUHVVHG�

$W�ODVW�KH�FDPH�WR�RQH�ZKR��ZKHQ�DVNHG
WKH� VDPH� TXHVWLRQ�� DQVZHUHG�� ³0\� ORUG�� ,
KDYH�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�FRPSODLQ�� ,�KDYH�EHHQ�D
YHU\�ZLFNHG�DQG�UHEHOOLRXV�ZUHWFK��,�DFFRXQW
LW� D� JUHDW�PHUF\� WKDW� ,� DP� VWLOO� DOLYH�´�7KH
SULQFH� IL[HG� KLV� H\HV� XSRQ� KLP�� DQG� VDLG�
³<RX�ZLFNHG�ZUHWFK��,W�LV�D�SLW\�\RX�VKRXOG
EH� SODFHG� DPRQJ� VR�PDQ\�KRQHVW�PHQ�� E\
\RXU�RZQ�FRQIHVVLRQ�\RX�DUH�EDG�HQRXJK�WR
FRUUXSW�WKHP�DOO��EXW�\RX�VKDOO�QRW�VWD\�ZLWK
WKHP�DQRWKHU�GD\�´�7XUQLQJ� WR� WKH� RIILFHU�
WKH�SULQFH�VDLG��³7KLV�LV�WKH�PDQ��VLU��,�ZLVK
WR�VHH�UHOHDVHG�´

7KH�ELWWHU�UHPRUVH�WKDW�ILOOHG�WKH�KHDUWV
RI�WKH�RWKHU�PHQ�DV�WKH\�VDZ�WKHLU�FRPSDQLRQ
ZDON�RXW�D�IUHH�PDQ��ZKLOH�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV
UHPDLQHG�WR�IDFH� WKHLU�GRRP��FDQ�EHWWHU�EH
LPDJLQHG�WKDQ�WROG��$Q\�RWKHU�RQH�RI�WKHP
PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�VHW�IUHH�KDG�KH�FRQIHVVHG�KLV
JXLOW�

%XW� LQILQLWHO\� JUHDWHU� UHPRUVH� DZDLWV
HYHU\� UHDGHU� RI� WKHVH� OLQHV�ZKR� UHIXVHV� WR
FRQIHVV� KLV� UXLQ�� JXLOW�� DQG� ULJKWHRXV� FRQ�
GHPQDWLRQ�EHIRUH�*RG��7KH�%LEOH�VD\V�WKHUH
LV�³QRQH� ULJKWHRXV��QR��QRW�RQH�´�³DOO�KDYH
VLQQHG��DQG�FRPH�VKRUW�RI�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG�´
DQG� ³WKH� VRXO� WKDW� VLQQHWK� VKDOO� GLH´� (Rom
3:10,23; 6:23; Ezek 18:4)��³*XLOW\�DV�FKDUJHG�´�LV�WKH
VHQWHQFH� SDVVHG� XSRQ� HYHU\� VLQQHU�� &KULVW
GHFODUHG� WKDW� ZH¶UH� ³FRQGHPQHG� DOUHDG\´
(John 3:18)��%XW�D�IUHH�SDUGRQ�IURP�*RG�ZLWK�IXOO
IRUJLYHQHVV�LQ�-HVXV�LV�SURFODLPHG�LQ�WKH�JRV�
SHO�PHVVDJH��%XW�OLNH�WKH�VWRU\�DERYH��WKLV�LV
IRU�QRQH�EXW�WKRVH�ZKR�KRQHVWO\�FRQIHVV�WKHLU
JXLOW�EHIRUH�*RG²WKRVH�ZKR�RZQ�XS�WR�WKHLU
ZLFNHGQHVV�DQG�UHEHOOLRQ²WKRVH�ZKR�DGPLW
WKDW� WKHLU� VLQ� LV� WKHLU� RZQ� IDXOW�� WKDW� WKH\
FHUWDLQO\�GHVHUYH�*RG¶V�MXGJPHQW�

,I�\RX�VWLOO�VHH�\RXUVHOI�DV�D�³SUHWW\�JRRG
SHUVRQ�´� *RG¶V� SDUGRQ� LV� QRW� IRU� \RX�� ,I
\RX¶UH�VWLOO�EODPLQJ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RU�VRPH�
RQH�HOVH�IRU�\RXU�VLQIXO�GLOHPPD��*RG¶V�SDU�
GRQ�LV�QRW�IRU�\RX��-HVXV�³FDPH�QRW�WR�FDOO�WKH
ULJKWHRXV��EXW�sinners�WR�UHSHQWDQFH´�(Matt 9:13)�
$UH�\RX�D�VLQQHU"�$UH�\RX�JXLOW\"q

*KU�ETQUU��JKU�DNQQF��JKU�TKIJVGQWUPGUU�
O[�JQRG��O[�QPN[�RNGC�

/[�UKPU�FGUGTXG�GVGTPCN�FGCVJ�
DWV�,GUWU�FKGF�HQT�OG�
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FRQGHPQHG

DZDLWLQJ H[HFXWLRQ

��This is his commandment, that we should  believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ��
�1 John 3:23  

)
aith in Christ�LV�RXU�GXW\��7KH�FRPPDQG
RI�*RG�JLYHQ�WR�³HYHU\�FUHDWXUH´�LV�WKDW

ZH�VKRXOG�EHOLHYH�RQ�KLV�6RQ�IRU�OLIH�HWHUQDO�
7KLV�LV�RXU�VXUH�ZDUUDQW�RI�IDLWK��QRQH�FDQ�EH
ZURQJ� LQ� REH\LQJ� *RG¶V� FRPPDQG�� 2XU
VHQVH�DQG�IHHOLQJ�LV�QRW�WR�EH�IROORZHG��EXW
WKH�YHU\�ZRUG�RI�*RG��&RQIXVLRQ�DULVHV�ZKHQ
PHQ�KHHG�WKH�JRVSHO�WRR�OLWWOH��,QVWHDG��WKH\
OHQG�WKHLU�HDUV�WR�ZKDW�WKH�ODZ��VLQ��WKH�GHYLO�
DQG� FRQVFLHQFH� VD\V�� DQG� EHFDXVH� VLQ� DQG
JXLOW�LV�LQ�WKHLU�KHDUWV��WKH\�FDQQRW�HVFDSH�WKH
VHQVH�RI�FRPLQJ�MXGJPHQW�XSRQ�WKHLU�VRXOV�
7KLV�LV�WR�VHW�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG�DVLGH�

6XSSRVH� D� FHUWDLQ�PDQ� KDG� FRPPLWWHG
WUHDVRQ�DJDLQVW�KLV�NLQJ��EXW�IRU�VR�PXFK�DV
WKH� NLQJ� KDG� FRPSDVVLRQ� RQ� KLP�� KH� VHQW
KLP��E\�WKH�KDQG�RI�D�IDLWKIXO�PHVVHQJHU��D
SDUGRQ�XQGHU�KLV�RZQ�KDQG�DQG�VHDO��%XW�LQ
WKH�FRXQWU\�ZKHUH�WKLV�SRRU�PDQ�GZHOW��WKHUH
ZHUH�DOVR�PDQ\�WKDW�VRXJKW�WR�WURXEOH�KLP�
E\�RIWHQ�UHPLQGLQJ�KLP�RI�KLV�WUHDVRQ��DQG
RI� WKH� ODZ� WKDW�ZDV� WR� EH� H[HFXWHG� RQ� WKH
RIIHQGHU��7KHUH�ZDV�RQO\�RQH�WKLQJ�IRU�WKLV
PDQ�WR�GR�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VKLHOG�KLPVHOI�IURP�DOO
WKH�FODPRUV�RI�KLV�HQHPLHV�believe the hand-
writing,�ZKLFK�ZDV�WKH�NLQJ¶V�SDUGRQ�

(YHQ� VR� LW� LV� ZLWK� XV�� 2XU� FULPHV� DUH
WUHDVRQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�.LQJ�RI�KHDYHQ��:H�KDG
QR�ULJKW�WR�UHEHO��QR�UHDVRQ�WR�UHYROW��$�*RG
RI�OLJKW�KDG�VKRZHUHG�XV�ZLWK�ORYH��\HW�ZH�
GDPQDEOH�WUDLWRUV��FKRVH�WKH�SRZHUV�RI�GDUN�
QHVV��%XW�RXU�*RG� LV�RQH�ZKR�³GHOLJKWV� LQ
PHUF\�´�³SDUGRQV�LQLTXLW\�´�DQG�³SDVVHV�E\
WUDQVJUHVVLRQ´� (Micah 7:18)�� \HD�� ³DEXQGDQWO\
SDUGRQV�´�(Isaiah 55:7)��$QG�KH��LQ�SXUH�JUDFH�
DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�&KULVW��KDV�LVVXHG
D�JHQHUDO�SURFODPDWLRQ�RI�SDUGRQ�WR�DOO��³WKDW
ZKRVRHYHU�EHOLHYHWK� LQ�KLV�6RQ�VKRXOG�QRW
SHULVK��EXW�KDYH�HWHUQDO� OLIH´�(John 3:15)��$QG
KLV�ZRUG�RI�H[KRUWDWLRQ�LV��³6HH�WKDW�\H�UHIXVH
QRW� KLP� WKDW� VSHDNHWK� IURP� KHDYHQ�´� IRU
³KRZ�VKDOO�ZH�HVFDSH�LI�ZH�QHJOHFW�VR�JUHDW
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