
WKH�PDQ�� XQWR�ZKRP�*RG� LPSXWHWK� ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZLWKRXW
ZRUNVµ�(Rom 4:5,6)��)DLWK�DQG�ZRUNV�KHUH�DUH�PXWXDOO\�H[FOXVLYH�

:KHQ�WKH�´-XGDLVHUVµ�DW�*DODWLD�WDXJKW�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�E\
´IDLWK� SOXV� FLUFXPFLVLRQ�µ� 3DXO� FRQGHPQHG� WKHP� DV� ´IDOVH
EUHWKUHQ�µ�WHDFKLQJ�´DQRWKHU�JRVSHO�µ�WKDW�LV��D�IDOVH�JRVSHO�
DQG�XWWHUHG�WKH�VWURQJHVW�RI �FXUVHV�XSRQ�WKHP�

,�PDUYHO�WKDW�\H�DUH�VR�VRRQ�UHPRYHG�IURP�KLP�WKDW�FDOOHG�\RX
LQWR� WKH� JUDFH� RI �&KULVW� XQWR�DQRWKHU� JRVSHO��ZKLFK� LV�QRW
DQRWKHU��EXW�WKHUH�EH�VRPH�WKDW�WURXEOH�\RX��DQG�ZRXOG�SHUYHUW
WKH�JRVSHO�RI �&KULVW��%XW�WKRXJK�ZH��RU�DQ�DQJHO�IURP�KHDYHQ�
SUHDFK�DQ\�RWKHU�JRVSHO�XQWR�\RX�WKDQ�WKDW�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH
SUHDFKHG�XQWR�\RX��OHW�KLP�EH�DFFXUVHG�(Gal 1:6-9)�

6WURQJ�ZRUGV�LQGHHG��$�GLYLQH�FXUVH�ZDV�SURQRXQFHG�XSRQ
WKHVH�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV��:K\�VXFK�VHYHULW\"�EHFDXVH�WKH�LVVXHV�DW
VWDNH�LQ�WKH�SXULW\�RI �WKH�JRVSHO�KDYH�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�JORU\�RI
*RG�DQG�WKH�HWHUQDO�GHVWLQLHV�RI �PHQ��,I �WKDW�JRVSHO�LV�LQ�DQ\
ZD\�GLVWRUWHG�RU�SHUYHUWHG��LW�UHVXOWV�LQ�VRXOV�EHLQJ�HWHUQDOO\
GDPQHG�DQG�LW�UREV�*RG�RI�KLV�JORU\�

:KR�ZHUH�WKHVH�SHRSOH�WKDW�3DXO�GHQRXQFHG�VR�VWURQJO\"
$QG�ZKDW�ZDV�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI �WKHLU�´JRVSHOµ�WKDW�PDGH�LW�D
GLVWRUWLRQ�RI �WKH�WUXH�JRVSHO"�7KH\�WDXJKW�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�PXVW
EHOLHYH�LQ�-HVXV��EXW�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WKH\�WDXJKW�WKDW�KH�DOVR�KDG
WR�EH�FLUFXPFLVHG³´%HKROG��,�3DXO�VD\�XQWR�\RX��WKDW�LI �\H
EH� FLUFXPFLVHG�� &KULVW� VKDOO� SURILW� \RX� QRWKLQJµ� (5:2)��7R� DGG
´ZRUNVµ�WR�´IDLWKµ�LQ�DQ\�PHDVXUH��EH�LW�EDSWLVP��6DEEDWK�
NHHSLQJ��FLUFXPFLVLRQ��RU�ZKDWHYHU���DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�%LEOH�
LV�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�´VDOYDWLRQ�E\�ZRUNVµ�DQG�WR�SODFH�RQHVHOI �XQ�
GHU�D�FXUVH��7KH�´JRVSHOµ�RI�WKHVH�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\
LGHQWLFDO�ZLWK�WKH�´JRVSHOµ�RI�7+(�&+85&+�2)�&+5,67�

7KHVH�-XGDLVHUV�WDXJKW�WKDW�\RX�QRW�RQO\�KDG�WR�EHOLHYH
LQ�-HVXV�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��EXW�WKDW�\RX�KDG�WR�EH�FLUFXPFLVHG�DV
ZHOO��7+(�&+85&+�2)�&+5,67�WHDFKHV�WKDW�\RX�QRW�RQO\�KDYH
WR� EHOLHYH� LQ� -HVXV� IRU� VDOYDWLRQ�� EXW� WKDW� \RX� KDYH� WR� EH
EDSWL]HG�DV�ZHOO��<RX�PXVW�DGG�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�\RX�GR�WR�ZKDW
&KULVW�KDV�GRQH��3DXO�GHQRXQFHV�WKLV�LQ�QR�XQFHUWDLQ�WHUPV
EHFDXVH�LW·V�DGGLQJ�KXPDQ�PHULW�WR�WKH�PHULW�RI �&KULVW��,W·V
IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�SOXV�KXPDQ�ZRUNV��3DXO�VD\V�WKLV�LV�SHUYHUWLQJ
WKH�JRVSHO�RI �WKH�JUDFH�RI �*RG��&RQVHTXHQWO\�D�GLYLQH�FXUVH�
DQ�DQDWKHPD��ZDV�FDOOHG�GRZQ�XSRQ�WKHVH�-XGDLVHUV�DQG�WKHLU
´JRVSHO�µ�%\�FRQWUDVW��WKH�WUXH�JRVSHO�LV�WKH�JRVSHO�RI �WKH�JUDFH
RI�*RG��ZKHUHE\�D�PDQ�LV�MXVWLILHG�EHIRUH�*RG�DQG�DFFHSWHG
E\�KLP�VROHO\�RQ� WKH�PHULWV�RI � WKH� OLIH�DQG�GHDWK�RI� -HVXV
&KULVW�DORQH��DSDUW�IURP�DQ\�KXPDQ�ZRUNV�RI�PHULW�

3DXO�VHWV�IRUWK�WKH�WUXWK�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�LQ�*DODWLDQV���������
:KDW�LV�WKLV�WUXWK"�,W�LV�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�WKDW�VLQQHUV��JXLOW\�DQG
XQGHU�WKH�MXGJPHQW�RI�*RG��PD\�EH�SDUGRQHG�DQG�DFFHSWHG
E\�KLV�JUDFH�DORQH��KLV�IUHH�DQG�XQPHULWHG�IDYRU��RQ�WKH�EDVLV
RI� WKH�GHDWK�RI �&KULVW��DQG�QRW�IRU�DQ\�ZRUNV�RU�PHULWV�RI
WKHLU� RZQ��7KH� -XGDLVHUV�� KRZHYHU��ZHUH� WRWDOO\� SHUYHUWLQJ
WKLV�WHDFKLQJ�RI�JUDFH�E\�DGGLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�PDQ�FRXOG�GR�

7KH\�ZHUH� WHDFKLQJ�Jesus plus circumcision��QRW�-HVXV
DORQH��7+(�&+85&+�2)�&+5,67�WHDFKHV�Jesus plus baptism�
QRW�-HVXV�DORQH��7KH�-XGDLVHUV�FRXOG�QRW�DFFHSW�WKH�SULQFLSOH

RI�´IDLWK�DORQH�µ�7KH\�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�ZH�FRQWULEXWH�VRPHWKLQJ
WR�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�DV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�RXU�DFFHSWDQFH�ZLWK�*RG��

 

8LI�KSWTIP�SJ�XLI�.YHEMWIVW
faith in Christ plus circumcision = salvation

 

8LI�KSWTIP�SJ�XLI�'LYVGL�SJ�'LVMWX
faith in Christ plus baptism = salvation

%RWK�RI �WKHVH�DUH�IDOVH�JRVSHOV�WKDW�DUH�GHQRXQFHG�E\�WKH�:RUG
RI�*RG��%RWK�RI�WKHP�FRPH�IURP�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�ZKR�SUHVHQW
D�WRWDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�́ JRVSHOµ�WKDQ�WKDW�ZKLFK�*RG�KDV�JLYHQ³D
´JRVSHOµ�WKDW�SHUYHUWV�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�RI �JUDFH�E\�DGGLQJ�VRPH�
WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�GR��$QG�DQ\�SHUVRQ�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�HLWKHU�RI
WKHVH�IDOVH�JRVSHOV�LV�EHOLHYLQJ�D�OLH��EULQJV�GRZQ�D�FXUVH�XSRQ
KLPVHOI�� DQG�ZLOO� WKXV� HWHUQDOO\� SHULVK�� 3DXO� FRXOGQ·W� KDYH
VSRNHQ�DQ\�SODLQHU�LQ�*DODWLDQV����³´,I�\H�EH�FLUFXPFLVHG
>WKH�ZD\�WKH\·UH�WHOOLQJ�\RX�WR�EH�FLUFXPFLVHG@��Christ shall
profit you nothing!µ³´,I�\H�EH�EDSWL]HG�>WKH�ZD\� WKH\·UH
WHOOLQJ�\RX�WR�EH�EDSWL]HG@��Christ shall profit you nothing!µ

6RPHRQH�VD\V��´<HV��EXW�3DXO�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ�KHUH�RQO\�RI �WKH
ZRUNV�RI �WKH�0RVDLF�ODZ��QRW�ZRUNV�RI �REHGLHQFH�WR�&KULVW��,W·V�WUXH
WKDW�ZH�FDQ·W�EH�MXVWLILHG�E\�IDLWK�SOXV�NHHSLQJ�WKH�ODZ�RI �0RVHV��EXW
ZH� FDQ� EH� MXVWLILHG� E\� IDLWK� SOXV� REHGLHQFH� WR� WKH� FRPPDQGV� RI
&KULVW�µ�1RWKLQJ�FRXOG�EH�IXUWKHU�IURP�WKH�WUXWK��:KHQ�3DXO
VHW� RXW� WR� FRQWUDVW� ´VDOYDWLRQ� E\� IDLWKµ�ZLWK� ´VDOYDWLRQ� E\
ZRUNV�µ�KH�ZDV�QRW�IRU�RQH�PRPHQW�OLPLWLQJ�KLPVHOI �WR�WKH
ZRUNV� RI� WKH� ODZ� RI �0RVHV��+H� RIWHQ� VLQJOHG� RXW� WKH� ODZ
EHFDXVH� LW� ZDV� WKH� SDUWLFXODU� ´UHOLJLRXV� KDQJ�XSµ� RI � WKH
SHRSOH�RI�KLV�GD\��%XW�ZKHQ�3DXO�VD\V�WKDW�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�LV�E\
IDLWK�DQG�WKDW�´ZRUNVµ�FDQ�KDYH�QR�SDUW�LQ�LW��KH�LV�VSHDNLQJ
RI�DOO�KXPDQ�DFWLYLW\�RU�JRRGQHVV�ZKDWVRHYHU�

&RQVLGHU�� IRU�H[DPSOH��5RPDQV�������´)RU� WKH�FKLOGUHQ
EHLQJ�QRW�\HW�ERUQ��QHLWKHU�KDYLQJ�GRQH�DQ\�JRRG�RU�HYLO��WKDW
WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�*RG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�HOHFWLRQ�PLJKW�VWDQG��QRW� RI
ZRUNV��EXW�RI �KLP�WKDW�FDOOHWK�µ�:KDW�GRHV�3DXO�PHDQ�E\�WKH
WHUP�́ ZRUNVµ"�GRLQJ�́ DQ\�JRRG�RU�HYLO�µ�2U�DJDLQ��*RG�́ KDWK
VDYHG�XV��DQG�FDOOHG�XV�ZLWK�DQ�KRO\�FDOOLQJ��QRW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR
RXU�ZRUNV��EXW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�RZQ�SXUSRVH�DQG�JUDFHµ�(2 Tim
1:9)��+HUH�́ ZRUNVµ�DUH�FRQWUDVWHG�ZLWK�*RG·V�RZQ�́ SXUSRVH�DQG
JUDFH�µ�:KDW�DUH�´ZRUNVµ�WKHQ"�1RW�WKH�GHHGV�RI �WKH�ODZ�RI
0RVHV�RQO\��EXW�DQ\WKLQJ�ZKDWVRHYHU�IURP�WKH�UHDOP�RI �KXPDQ
DFWLYLW\� DQG� LQLWLDWLYH��(YHQ� WUXO\� ULJKWHRXV�GHHGV�DUH� UXOHG
RXW��́ 1RW�E\�ZRUNV�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�GRQH��EXW
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�PHUF\�KH�VDYHG�XVµ�(Titus 3:5)��,W·V�REYLRXV�WKDW
3DXO�LQWHQGHG�KLV�ZRUGV�WR�PHDQ�DQ\�DQG�DOO�UHOLJLRXV�FHUH�
PRQLHV�RU�FRPPDQGPHQWV�WKDW�PHQ�PLJKW�VHW�IRUWK�DORQJVLGH
RI�IDLWK�DV�D�́ FRQGLWLRQµ�RI �MXVWLILFDWLRQ��QRW�MXVW�WKH�RQHV�WKDW
KDSSHQHG�WR�EH�D�SUREOHP�LQ�KLV�RZQ�GD\�

6RPHRQH�HOVH�PD\�VD\��¶¶%XW�-DPHV�WHDFKHV�WKDW�IDLWK�ZLWKRXW
ZRUNV�LV�GHDGµ�(James 2:14-26)��9HU\�WUXH��%XW�ZH�QHHG�WR�XQGHU�
VWDQG�WKDW�3DXO�LV�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�QDWXUH�RI �MXVWLILFDWLRQ�DQG
-DPHV� LV� GHDOLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� QDWXUH� RI � IDLWK�� -DPHV� LV� WHOOLQJ
SURIHVVLQJ�&KULVWLDQV��ZKR�VKRZ�QR�HYLGHQFH�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV�RI

D�OLNHQHVV�WR�&KULVW��WR�VKRZ�KLP�WKHLU�IDLWK�(James 2:18)��%XW�IDLWK
FDQQRW�EH�VHHQ��WKXV�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�IRU�XV�WR�SURYH�RXU�IDLWK�LV
WR�EH�´GRHUV�RI � WKH�ZRUG��DQG�QRW�KHDUHUV�RQO\µ� (James 1:22)�
7KRVH�ZKR�GR�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG�ZLOO�OLYH�D�ULJKWHRXV�OLIH�LQ
ORYLQJ�REHGLHQFH�WR�*RG�(Matt 7:21; 1 John 2:17)��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV�
WKHLU�́ IDLWK�ZLOO�ZRUN�E\�ORYHµ�(Gal 5:6)��7KDW·V�ZK\�-DPHV�VDLG�
´,�ZLOO�VKHZ�WKHH�P\�IDLWK�E\�P\�ZRUNVµ�(James 2:18)�

)DLWK� DORQH� MXVWLILHV�� EXW� WKH� IDLWK� WKDW� MXVWLILHV� LV� QHYHU
DORQH��,W·V�DOZD\V�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�JRRG�ZRUNV�DQG�VHHQ�E\�D
ULJKWHRXV�OLIH�RI �JRGOLQHVV�DQG�KROLQHVV��-DPHV�LV�FRQFHUQHG
IRU�SURIHVVLQJ�EHOLHYHUV�ZKR�DUH�QRW�WUXO\�VDYHG��WKH\·UH�QRW
MXVWLILHG��7KH\�KDYH�IDLWK��EXW�WKHLU�IDLWK�LV�́ GHDG�µ�,W·V�XVHOHVV�
LGOH�DQG�XQIUXLWIXO�(James 2:17,20)��2QO\�WKDW�IDLWK�WKDW�EHDUV�IUXLW
LV�DOLYH�DQG�JHQXLQH��-HVXV�WDXJKW�WKDW�D�WUHH�LV�NQRZQ�E\�LWV
IUXLW�(Matt 7:16-20)��-XVW�DV�ZRUNV�GR�QRW�SURGXFH�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�
WKH�IUXLW�GRHV�QRW�EULQJ�WKH�WUHH�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH��7KH�IUXLW�RQO\
UHYHDOV�ZKDW�W\SH�RI�WUHH�LW�LV�DQG�ZKHWKHU�LW·V�DOLYH�RU�GHDG�

:KHQ�-DPHV�VD\V�WKDW�$EUDKDP�ZDV� ḾXVWLILHG�E\�ZRUNV
ZKHQ�KH�RIIHUHG�XS�,VDDFµ�(2:21)��KH�GRHVQ·W�PHDQ�WKDW�$EUD�
KDP·V�VLQV�ZHUH�QRW�IRUJLYHQ�XQWLO�WKDW�WLPH��$EUDKDP�ZDV
MXVWLILHG�VRPH����\HDUV�EHIRUH��(see Rom 4:9-11)��-DPHV�LV�VLPSO\
VD\LQJ� WKDW� MXVWLI\LQJ� IDLWK� DOZD\V�PDQLIHVWV� LWVHOI � WKURXJK
ZRUNV��2XU�SHUVRQV�DUH�MXVWLILHG�EHIRUH�*RG�E\�IDLWK��RXU�IDLWK
LV�MXVWLILHG�EHIRUH�PHQ�E\�ZRUNV��´+H�WKDW�VDLWK��,�NQRZ�KLP�
DQG�NHHSHWK�QRW�KLV�FRPPDQGPHQWV��LV�D�OLDU��DQG�WKH�WUXWK�LV
QRW� LQ�KLPµ�(1 John 2:4)��7KH�WUXH�EHOLHYHU�ZLOO�GHVLUH�WR�REH\
&KULVW·V�FRPPDQGV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�FRPPDQG�WR�EH�EDSWL]HG�
%XW�JRRG�ZRUNV�DUH�WKH�RXWFRPH�(Eph 2:10)��QRW�WKH�FDXVH�(Eph 2:8,9)�
RI �VDOYDWLRQ�LQ�&KULVW�

6RPHRQH�PD\�VD\�DJDLQ��¶¶%XW�HYHQ�LI �\RX�VD\�WKDW�PHQ�DUH
VDYHG�E\�¶IDLWK�DORQH�·�VWLOO�¶EHOLHYLQJ·�LWVHOI � LV� MXVW�DQRWKHU� W\SH�RI
¶ZRUN·³VRPHWKLQJ�PHQ�GR�LQ�REHGLHQFH�WR�&KULVW�ZKLFK�REWDLQV�WKH
IDYRU�RI �*RG�µ�$EVROXWHO\�QRW��:KHQ�*RG�SURQRXQFHV�VLQQHUV
WR�EH�´MXVWµ�LQ�KLV�VLJKW��KH·V�ORRNLQJ�WR�WKH�EORRG�DQG�PHULWV
RI�&KULVW��QRW�WKH�IDLWK�RI�PDQ��7KH�JRVSHO�LV�QRW�D�́ new law�µ
D�VHULHV�RI �VWHSV�́ 1��2��3��4µ�WKDW�PHQ�FRQILGHQWO\�REH\�LQ�RUGHU
WR�́ JHW�VDYHG�µ�2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��WKH�YHU\�LGHD�RI �́ EHOLHYLQJ�LQ
&KULVWµ�LQYROYHV�JLYLQJ�XS�HQWLUHO\�RQ�DOO�RI �RXU�RZQ�´GRLQJµ
DQG� DELOLW\�� -XVWLI\LQJ� IDLWK�� LQ� LWV� YHU\� HVVHQFH�� LV� UHOLDQFH
XSRQ�DQRWKHU��,W·V�WKH�DWWLWXGH�RI�RQH�ZKR�KDV�JLYHQ�XS�DOO
KRSH�RI �DQ\WKLQJ�YLUWXRXV�KH�FDQ�HYHU�GR��LQFOXGLQJ�KLV�RZQ
´EHOLHYLQJ�µ�´UHSHQWLQJ�µ�RU�´REH\LQJ�µ

2XU�/RUG�JLYHV�D�ILQH�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�LQ�-RKQ·V�JRVSHO
ZKHQ�KH�H[SODLQV�VDYLQJ�IDLWK�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�VHUSHQW�LQ�WKH
ZLOGHUQHVV� (Num 21:4-9)�� -XVW� DV� WKH� VHUSHQW�ZDV� OLIWHG� XS� E\
0RVHV� WKDW�PHQ�PLJKW� ORRN�XSRQ� LW�DQG�EH�VDYHG�� VR�-HVXV
ZRXOG� EH� OLIWHG� XS� RQ� WKH� FURVV� WKDW� ZKRVRHYHU� EHOLHYHV
�´ORRNVµ��XSRQ�KLP�PLJKW�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH��+RZ�ZHUH�PHQ
VDYHG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�VHUSHQW"�E\�´ORRNLQJ�SOXV�ZRUNVµ"
E\�́ ORRNLQJ�SOXV�EDSWLVPµ"�E\�́ ORRNLQJ�SOXV�REHGLHQFHµ"�1R�
by �looking� alone!�́ :KHQ�KH�ORRNHWK�XSRQ�LW��KH�VKDOO�OLYHµ
(Num 21:8)��$QG�VLQFH�IDLWK�LV�WKH�JD]H�RI�WKH�VRXO�XSRQ�&KULVW�
LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�H[HUFLVH�ELEOLFDO�IDLWK�DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH
EH�ORRNLQJ�WR�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�RXU�REHGLHQFH��7KRVH�ZKR�SXW

FRQILGHQFH�LQ�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�&KULVW��ZKHWKHU�LW·V�WKHLU�´IDLWK�µ
´UHSHQWDQFH�µ�RU�́ REHGLHQW�EDSWLVP�µ�DUH�VWLOO�WUXVWLQJ�LQ�WKHLU
ZRUNV�DQG�PXVW�VXUHO\�SHULVK�

7KH�XVXDO�PHWKRG�RI� WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH� LQ� ¶¶EDSWLVPDO
IRUJLYHQHVVµ�LV�WR�LJQRUH�WKH�JUHDW�GRFWULQDO�VHFWLRQ�RI �6FULS�
WXUH�ZKHUH�WKH�ZD\�RI�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�LV�GHDOW�ZLWK�VSHFLILFDOO\
DQG�LQ�GHSWK�(for example: Rom 1:16�4:25; Gal 2:11�3:29)�DQG�WXUQ�WR�WKH
ERRN�RI �$FWV��ZKHUH�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�YDULRXV�FRQYHUVLRQV�LV�VHW
IRUWK�� %HFDXVH� WKH� EDSWLVP� RI� QHZ� FRQYHUWV� LV� VSHFLILFDOO\
PHQWLRQHG�LQ�PRVW�FDVHV��LW·V�QRW�GLIILFXOW�WR�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�DQ
LPSUHVVLYH�OLVW�RI �1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�FRQYHUVLRQV��DOO�FRQWDLQLQJ
WKH�ZRUG�¶¶EDSWLVP�µ��7KLV�LV�SUHFLVHO\�WKH�VDPH�PHWKRG�XVHG
E\�WKRVH�ZKR�GHVLUH�WR�SURYH�WKDW�́ WRQJXHVµ�DUH�WKH�́ RQH�WUXH
HYLGHQFHµ�RI�WKH�RXWSRXULQJ�RI �WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��

7KLV�LVVXH�LV�D�VHULRXV�RQH��,I �EDSWLVP�LV�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�VDOYD�
WLRQ��WKHQ�WR�UHMHFW�WKDW�JRVSHO�LV�WR�EH�GDPQHG��%XW�LI �VDOYDWLRQ
LV� WKURXJK� IDLWK� LQ�&KULVW� DORQH�� WKHQ� WR� DGG� EDSWLVP�DV� D
´FRQGLWLRQµ�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�WR�UHMHFW�WKH�WUXH�JRVSHO�DQG�WKXV
EH�HWHUQDOO\�ORVW��:KHQ�3DXO�UHPLQGHG�WKH�&RULQWKLDQV�RI�WKH
HVVHQWLDO�LQJUHGLHQWV�RI �WKH�JRVSHO�ZKLFK�KH�SUHDFKHG�DQG�E\
ZKLFK�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�VDYHG��KH�PDGH�QR�PHQWLRQ�RI�EDSWLVP
(1 Cor 15:1-4)��,Q�IDFW��KH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�JRVSHO�DQG
EDSWLVP��´&KULVW� VHQW�PH�QRW� WR�EDSWL]H��EXW� WR�SUHDFK� WKH
JRVSHOµ�(1 Cor 1:17)��+H�KDGQ·W�EDSWL]HG�PRVW�RI�WKH�&RULQWKLDQV�
FRXOGQ·W�UHPHPEHU�ZKRP�KH�KDG�EDSWL]HG��DQG�ZDV�WKDQNIXO
WKDW� LW�KDG�EHHQ�YHU\� IHZ� (1 Cor 1:14-16)³D� VWUDQJH� DWWLWXGH� LI
EDSWLVP�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�VDOYDWLRQ��<HW�ZLWKRXW�EDSWL]LQJ�WKHP�
3DXO�GHFODUHG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�WKHLU�IDWKHU�LQ�WKH�IDLWK��´,Q�&KULVW
-HVXV�,�KDYH�EHJRWWHQ�\RX�WKURXJK�WKH�JRVSHOµ�(1 Cor 4:15)�

&KULVW�GLG�VD\��´+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�DQG�LV�EDSWL]HG�VKDOO�EH
VDYHGµ�(Mark 16:16)��$OO�ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKH�JRVSHO�DUH�VDYHG��VR�RI
FRXUVH�DOO�ZKR�EHOLHYH�DQG�DUH�EDSWL]HG�DUH�VDYHG��EXW�WKDW
GRHV�QRW�VD\�WKDW�EDSWLVP�VDYHV�RU�WKDW�LW·V�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�VDOYD�
WLRQ��6FRUHV�RI�YHUVHV�GHFODUH��ZLWK�QR�PHQWLRQ�RI �EDSWLVP�
WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�FRPHV�E\�EHOLHYLQJ�WKH�JRVSHO��́ ,W�SOHDVHG�*RG���
WR�VDYH�WKHP�WKDW�EHOLHYHµ�(1 Cor 1:21; John 3:16,18,36; 5:24; Acts 10:43;
13:38,39; 16:31; Rom 1:16; 3:28; 4:24; 5:1; Eph 2:8,9; etc.)�

0DQ\�YHUVHV�GHFODUH�WKDW�ZKRVRHYHU�GRHV�QRW�EHOLHYH�LV
ORVW��EXW�QRW�RQH�YHUVH�GHFODUHV�WKDW�ZKRVRHYHU�LV�QRW�EDSWL]HG
LV�ORVW��6XUHO\�WKH�%LEOH�ZRXOG�PDNH�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ
&KULVW�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�EDSWL]HG�FDQQRW�VDYH�LI � WKDW�ZHUH� WKH
FDVH��\HW�LW�QHYHU�VD\V�VR��-HVXV�WROG�SHRSOH�WKDW�WKHLU�́ VLQV�DUH
IRUJLYHQµ�ZLWKRXW�HYHU�VD\LQJ�D�ZRUG�DERXW�EDSWLVP�(Luke 5:20;
7:48)��7KHVH�VLWXDWLRQV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�SHUIHFW�RSSRUWX�
QLW\�IRU�-HVXV�WR�KDYH�LQVLVWHG�RQ�EDSWLVP�EHIRUH�SURQRXQFLQJ
IRUJLYHQHVV��,QVWHDG�KH�VD\V��́ 7K\�IDLWK�KDWK�VDYHG�WKHH��JR�LQ
SHDFHµ�(Luke 7:50)��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHDOL]H�KHUH�WKDW�WKH�SUDFWLFH
RI�EDSWLVP�KDG�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�FRQILUPHG�E\�-HVXV�KLPVHOI �(John
3:22; 4:1,2)��DQG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�LQYHQWHG�RQ�WKH�GD\
RI� 3HQWHFRVW�� 7KH� SXEOLFDQ� LQ� WKH� WHPSOH� FULHG�� ´*RG� EH
PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�D�VLQQHUµ�(Luke 18:13,14)��DQG�&KULVW�GHFODUHG�KLP
´MXVWLILHGµ�ZLWKRXW�EDSWLVP��$QG�WKH�WKLHI �RQ�WKH�FURVV�ZRXOG
KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�D�PRVW�ZUHWFKHG�FRQGLWLRQ�LI �KH�FRXOG�QRW�KDYH
EHHQ�VDYHG�ZLWKRXW�EDSWLVP�(Luke 23:42,43)��%XW�KH�ZDV�VDYHG�



5RPDQV�����VWDWHV��́ :H�DUH�EXULHG�ZLWK�&KULVW�E\�EDSWLVP
LQWR�GHDWK��WKDW�OLNH�DV�&KULVW�ZDV�UDLVHG�XS�IURP�WKH�GHDG…

HYHQ�VR�ZH�DOVR�VKRXOG�ZDON�LQ�QHZQHVV�RI�OLIH�µ�3DXO�LV�QRW
VSHDNLQJ� RI � ZDWHU� EDSWLVP�� EXW� RI� WKH� VSLULWXDO� UHDOLW\� LW
V\PEROL]HV��IRU�KH�VD\V�WKDW�WKURXJK�EDSWLVP�´RXU�ROG�PDQ
>VLQIXO�QDWXUH@�LV�FUXFLILHG�ZLWK�&KULVW��WKDW�WKH�ERG\�RI �VLQ
PLJKW�EH�GHVWUR\HG�µ�$V�D�FRQVHTXHQFH��KH�XUJHV�EHOLHYHUV�WR
´UHFNRQµ�WKHPVHOYHV�́ WR�EH�GHDG�LQGHHG�XQWR�VLQ…OHW�QRW�VLQ
WKHUHIRUH�UHLJQ�LQ�\RXU�PRUWDO�ERG\µ�(vv 6-13)�

3DXO�XVHV�VLPLODU�ODQJXDJH�FRQFHUQLQJ�KLPVHOI �ZKHQ�KH
VD\V��´,�DP�FUXFLILHG�ZLWK�&KULVWµ�(Gal 2:20)��+H�LV�REYLRXVO\
VSHDNLQJ�RI �WKDW�VDPH�VSLULWXDO�´EDSWLVPµ�E\�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH
EHHQ�SODFHG�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�KDYH�WKXV�SDVVHG�ZLWK�KLP�WKURXJK
GHDWK�LQWR�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�OLIH��,I �ZH�ZHUH�OLWHUDOO\�GHDG�WR�VLQ�
WKHQ�ZH�ZRXOGQ·W�QHHG�WR�´UHFNRQµ�LW�WUXH�RU�OLYH�WKH�QHZ�OLIH
E\� IDLWK�� ZH� ZRXOG� DXWRPDWLFDOO\� QHYHU� VLQ� DJDLQ�� 7KDW� D
&KULVWLDQ�PD\�VLQ�VKRZV�WKDW�ZDWHU�EDSWLVP�GRHVQ·W�HIIHFW�D
OLWHUDO�FUXFLIL[LRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW��,W�SRUWUD\V�D�VSLULWXDO�EDSWLVP
LQWR�&KULVW�ZKLFK�WKH�EHOLHYHU�PXVW�OLYH�E\�IDLWK�

,Q�WKDW�FRQWH[W��WKHQ��ZH�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG�3HWHU·V�GHFODUD�
WLRQ��´7KH�OLNH�ILJXUH�ZKHUHXQWR�HYHQ�EDSWLVP�GRWK�DOVR�QRZ
VDYH�XV…E\�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI �-HVXV�&KULVWµ�(1 Peter 3:21)��+H�LV
QR�PRUH�VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKH�SK\VLFDO�DFW�RI �EDSWLVP�OLWHUDOO\�VDYHV
WKDQ�3DXO�LV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�LW�OLWHUDOO\�PDNHV�XV�GHDG�WR�VLQ��7KH
IHZ�GLIILFXOW�LVRODWHG�YHUVHV�VXFK�DV�WKHVH�FDQQRW�FRQWUDGLFW
WKH� RYHUZKHOPLQJ� QXPEHU� RI� RWKHU� 6FULSWXUHV� ZKLFK� DUH
FU\VWDO�FOHDU��:DWHU�EDSWLVP��VD\V�3HWHU��LV�D�´figureµ�RU�V\P�
EROL]DWLRQ�RI�D�VSLULWXDO�EDSWLVP�LQWR�&KULVW�HIIHFWHG�E\�WKH
+RO\�6SLULW�DQG�ZKLFK�LV�VHWWOHG�IRUHYHU�LQ�KHDYHQ��EXW�ZKLFK
PXVW�EH�OLYHG�RXW�E\�IDLWK�ZKLOH�ZH�DUH�KHUH�XSRQ�HDUWK�

6LJQLILFDQWO\�� WKRXJK�3DXO�EDSWL]HG�D� IHZ��&KULVW�QHYHU
EDSWL]HG� DQ\RQH� (John 4:2)³YHU\� RGG� LI � EDSWLVP� VDYHV��7KH
6DYLRU�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�PXVW�KDYH�GHOLEHUDWHO\�DYRLGHG�EDSWL]LQJ
WR�PDNH�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�EDSWLVP�KDV�QR�SDUW�LQ�VDOYDWLRQ��<HV�
&KULVW� VDLG�ZH�PXVW�EH� ´ERUQ� >DJDLQ@� RI �ZDWHU� DQG�RI� WKH
6SLULWµ�WR�EH�VDYHG�(John 3:5)��EXW�LW�LV�XQZDUUDQWHG�WR�DVVXPH
WKDW�´ZDWHUµ�KHUH�PHDQV�EDSWLVP��7R�GR�VR�ZRXOG�FRQWUDGLFW
WKH�ZHDOWK�RI�6FULSWXUH�ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�ZKLFK�SURYHV�VDOYDWLRQ
LV�QRW�E\�EDSWLVP��-HVXV�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ�WR�1LFRGHPXV��D�UDEEL
WR�ZKRP�´ZDWHUµ�ZRXOG�QRW�PHDQ�EDSWLVP��ZKLFK�ZDV�XQ�
NQRZQ�LQ�-HZLVK�ODZ��EXW�WKH�FHUHPRQLDO�FOHDQVLQJ�RI�VRPH�
RQH�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�GHILOHG�(Exod 30; 40; Lev 13; 15; etc.)��$QG�WKDW·V
ZKDW� -HVXV� PHDQW�� +LV� GHDWK� ZRXOG� PDNH� LW� SRVVLEOH� WR
´VDQFWLI\�DQG�FOHDQVH�>KLV�FKXUFK@�ZLWK�WKH�ZDVKLQJ�RI �ZDWHU
E\�WKH�ZRUGµ�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�(Eph 5:25-27)��+H�VDLG��´1RZ�\H�DUH
FOHDQ�WKURXJK�WKH�ZRUG�ZKLFK�,�KDYH�VSRNHQ�XQWR�\RXµ�(John
15:3)��/LNH�-HVXV��3DXO�SXW�´ZDWHUµ�DQG�´WKH�6SLULWµ�WRJHWKHU�
UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�́ ZDVKLQJ�RI �UHJHQHUDWLRQµ�DQG�OLQNLQJ�LW�ZLWK
WKH�́ UHQHZLQJ�RI�WKH�+RO\�*KRVWµ�(Titus 3:5)��:H�DUH�ERUQ�DJDLQ
E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�DQG�E\�WKH�ZRUG�RU�JRVSHO�RI �*RG��ZKLFK
LV�VRPHWLPHV�FDOOHG�´ZDWHUµ�EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�FOHDQVLQJ�SRZHU�
:H�DUH�´ERUQ�DJDLQ…E\�WKH�ZRUG�RI �*RGµ�(1 Peter 1:23)�

,W�ZDV�REYLRXVO\�WKLV�ILJXUH�RI �2OG�7HVWDPHQW�FHUHPRQLDO
FOHDQVLQJ�ZKLFK�3HWHU�FRPPXQLFDWHG�WR�WKH�-HZV�RQ�3HQWH�

FRVW��´5HSHQW��DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG�HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX�LQ�WKH�QDPH
RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�IRU�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI �VLQVµ�(Acts 2:38)��,W�LV�FOHDU
IURP�WKH�PDQ\�RWKHU�6FULSWXUHV�ZH·YH�JLYHQ�WKDW�3HWHU�ZDVQ·W
VD\LQJ� WKDW� EDSWLVP� VDYHV�� EXW� WKDW� LW� RIIHUHG�D� FHUHPRQLDO
FOHDQVLQJ�XQLTXHO\�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�KLV�-HZLVK�KHDUHUV�

1RWLFH�DOVR�WKDW�WKH�SKUDVH��́ EDSWL]HG…�IRU�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ
RI�VLQV�µ�DJDLQ�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�ZKDW�EDSWLVP�VLJQLILHV��DQG�QRW
ZKDW� LW� DFWXDOO\� GRHV�� &RPSDUH� 0DWWKHZ� ������ ´,� LQGHHG
EDSWL]H�\RX�ZLWK�ZDWHU�XQWR� UHSHQWDQFH�µ�7KH�VDPH�*UHHN
ZRUG�́ HLVµ��´IRUµ�RU�́ XQWRµ��DSSHDUV�LQ�ERWK�RI �WKHVH�SDVVDJHV�
%DSWLVP�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI �&KULVW�´IRUµ�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI�VLQV�QR
PRUH�PHDQV�WKDW�EDSWLVP�HIIHFWV�IRUJLYHQHVV�WKDQ�WKDW�-RKQ·V
EDSWLVP�LQ�ZDWHU�´XQWRµ�UHSHQWDQFH�FDXVHG�WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH
EDSWL]HG�WR�UHSHQW��7KH\�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�UHSHQWDQW�´FRQIHVVLQJ
WKHLU� VLQVµ� (v 6)�� -RKQ·V�EDSWLVP�VLJQLILHG� UHSHQWDQFH�RQ� WKH
SDUW�RI �WKRVH�EDSWL]HG��(YHQ�VR�ZLWK�WKRVH�DW�3HQWHFRVW��WKH
IRUJLYHQHVV�RI �WKHLU�VLQV�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�ZDV�WKDW�ZKLFK
WKHLU�EDSWLVP�VLJQLILHG�

7KHUH·V� VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�� WRR�� LQ�3HWHU·V�ZRUGV��´5HSHQW�
DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG�µ�+H�ZDV�DGGUHVVLQJ�VFRIIHUV�DQG�SHUVHFXWRUV
RI�WKH�FKXUFK��+H�LV�WHOOLQJ�WKHP�LQ�QR�XQFHUWDLQ�WHUPV�WKDW
LI �WKH\�ZDQW�WR�JHW�ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG��WKH\�PXVW�FRPH�RXW�DQG
LGHQWLI\�WKHPVHOYHV�RIILFLDOO\��E\�EDSWLVP��ZLWK�WKLV�GHVSLVHG
JURXS� RI �&KULVW·V� IROORZHUV�� %DSWLVP�ZDV� WKH�PDUN� RI � WKH
YDOLGLW\�RI�RQH·V�SURIHVVLRQ�RI �IDLWK�DQG�WKH�EDGJH�RI�EHFRP�
LQJ�D�&KULVWLDQ��7R�EH�EDSWL]HG�ZDV�WR�EH�LGHQWLILHG�ZLWK�WKLV
KDWHG� -HVXV�&KULVW� EHIRUH� WKH� IDQDWLFDO� -HZV�RI � -HUXVDOHP�
%DSWLVP�PDQ\�WLPHV�FRVW�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV�DQG�HQGDQJHUHG
RQH·V�OLIH��DV�LW�VWLOO�GRHV�LQ�,VUDHO�DQG�0XVOLP�FRXQWULHV��7KRVH
ZKR�DUH�DIUDLG�WR�WDNH�WKLV�SXEOLF�VWDQG�LQ�VXFK�FXOWXUHV�DUH
HYHQ�WRGD\�FRQVLGHUHG�QRW�WR�EH�WUXH�EHOLHYHUV��7KXV�IRU�D�-HZ
WR�EH�SXEOLFO\�EDSWL]HG�DW�WKDW�WLPH�LQ�WKDW�FXOWXUH�ZDV��LQ�D
VHQVH��WR�́ ZDVK�DZD\�KLV�VLQVµ�(Acts 22:16)��DV�$QDQLDV�WROG�6DXO�

&RQVLGHU� DJDLQ�0DUN� ������� ´+H� WKDW� EHOLHYHWK� DQG� LV
EDSWL]HG� VKDOO� EH� VDYHG�� EXW� KH� WKDW� EHOLHYHWK� QRW� VKDOO� EH
GDPQHG�µ�%DSWLVP�LV�PHQWLRQHG�KHUH�LQ�WKH�VDPH�EUHDWK�ZLWK
EHOLHYLQJ� EHFDXVH� EDSWLVP� LV� LQWHJUDOO\� LQYROYHG� LQ�ZKDW� LW
PHDQV�WR�EHFRPH�D�GLVFLSOH�RI �&KULVW��7KHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�LQ
-HVXV·�GD\�ZKR�ZHUH�RQO\�ZLOOLQJ�WR�́ EHOLHYHµ�RQ�KLP�VHFUHWO\�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�IHDU�RI �PHQ�(John 12:42,43; 2:23-25)��,W�ZDV�WKH�FRVWO\
DQG�KXPEOLQJ�DFW�RI �EDSWLVP��KRZHYHU��WKDW�ZDV�RIWHQ�WKH�DFLG
WHVW�RI �ZKHWKHU�WKHLU�´IDLWKµ�ZDV�WUXH�VDYLQJ�IDLWK��RU�PHUH
PHQWDO� DVVHQW�� VXFK� DV� -DPHV�ZDUQHG� DJDLQVW� (James 2:14-26)�
%DSWLVP�LV�D�SXEOLF�FRQIHVVLRQ�RI�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��0DQ\
SHRSOH�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VD\�WKH\�EHOLHYH�LQ�-HVXV��\HW�WKH\�UHIXVH
WR�SXEOLFO\�LGHQWLI\�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�RQH�RI �KLV�RZQ��´+H�WKDW
EHOLHYHWK�DQG�LV�EDSWL]HG�VKDOO�EH�VDYHG�µ�1RWLFH�WKH�FRQWUDVW�
LQJ�SDUDOOHO��´+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�QRW�VKDOO�EH�GDPQHG�µ�&KULVW
GRHV�QRW�VD\��́ +H�WKDW�LV�QRW�EDSWL]HG�VKDOO�EH�GDPQHG�µ�:K\"
EHFDXVH�EDSWLVP�LV�QRW�WKH�FHQWUDO�LVVXH�LQ�VDOYDWLRQ³faith is�

/RRN�FDUHIXOO\�DW�WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI �3DXO�(Acts 9,22,26)�DQG
ZKDW�$QDQLDV�VDLG��¶¶$ULVH��DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG��DQG�ZDVK�DZD\
WK\�VLQV��FDOOLQJ�RQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/RUGµ�(Acts 22:16)��7KHUH�DUH
WKRVH�ZKR� LQVLVW� RQ� D� OLWHUDO� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� RI� WKLV� SKUDVH�

´:DVK� DZD\� WK\� VLQV�µ� 7KH\� DVVHUW� WKDW� EDSWLVP� GRHVQ·W
PHUHO\�V\PEROL]H�WKH�ZDVKLQJ�DZD\�RI �VLQV�E\�WKH�EORRG�RI
&KULVW�� EXW� WKDW� WKH�ZDWHUV�RI� EDSWLVP�DFWXDOO\�ZDVK�DZD\
WKRVH� VLQV��$V�ZLWK�&RUQHOLXV�� WKRXJK��3DXO�ZDV�DOUHDG\� D
FKLOG�RI�*RG�KDYLQJ�UHFHLYHG�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�WKH�6SLULW�EHIRUH
KH�ZDV�EDSWL]HG�(Acts 9:17)��´:DVK�DZD\�WK\�VLQVµ�LV�V\PEROLF
ODQJXDJH��QRW�WR�EH�WDNHQ�OLWHUDOO\�DQ\�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�ZRUGV�
´7KLV�LV�P\�ERG\µ�(Matt 26:26)��´,�DP�WKH�GRRUµ�(John 10:9)��´,�DP
WKH�YLQH��\H�DUH�WKH�EUDQFKHVµ�(John 15:5)�

´7KH�JRVSHO�RI �&KULVW…LV�WKH�SRZHU�RI �*RG�XQWR�VDOYD�
WLRQ�WR�HYHU\RQH�WKDW�EHOLHYHWKµ�(Rom 1:16)��7KDW�JRVSHO�DV�3DXO
SUHDFKHG� LW� UHTXLUHG� IDLWK� LQ� &KULVW·V� EORRG� SRXUHG� RXW� LQ
GHDWK�IRU�RXU�VLQV�RQ�WKH�FURVV�DQG�VDLG�QRWKLQJ�DERXW�EDS�
WLVP�� 7R� SUHDFK� EDSWLVPDO� IRUJLYHQHVV� LV� WR� SUHDFK� D� IDOVH
JRVSHO�WKDW�FDQQRW�VDYH��ZKLFK�LV�ZK\�3DXO�FXUVHG�WKRVH�ZKR
GLG�VR�(Gal 1:6-9)��7KH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�DORQH
DQG�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�SOXV�EDSWLVP�KDV�HWHUQDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�

7KH�ZKROH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�EDSWLVPDO�IRUJLYHQHVV� LQYROYHV�D
PLVWDNHQ�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�nature of salvation in Christ��6DOYD�
WLRQ�DV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�LV�D�JORULRXVO\�UHDVRQDEOH�WKLQJ�
7KDW�LV��LW�PDNHV�VHQVH��8QLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW�WDNHV�SODFH�LQ�WKH
VSLULWXDO�UHDOP��WKURXJK�D�VSLULWXDO�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�&KULVW�WR�WKH
KHDUW�� DQG� FDQ� EH� NQRZQ� E\� WKH� VSLULWXDO� JUDFHV� WKDW� DUH
HYLGHQW� LQ� WKH� OLIH�RI �D� WUXH�EHOLHYHU��7KRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH� LQ
EDSWLVPDO�IRUJLYHQHVV��WKRXJK��PXVW�LQVLVW�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR
KDV�QRW�\HW�EHHQ�SK\VLFDOO\�GLSSHG�LQ�ZDWHU�LV�QRW�D�&KULVWLDQ�
QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�VWURQJ�WKH�HYLGHQFHV�DUH�WKDW�*RG�KDV�WDNHQ
XS�UHVLGHQFH�LQ�WKH�SHUVRQ·V�OLIH�

7KLV�LV�DQ�LUUDWLRQDO��VXSHUVWLWLRXV��OHJDOLVWLF��DQG�VDFUD�
PHQWDO�YLHZ�RI �VDOYDWLRQ��,W�LV�LUUDWLRQDO�LQ�WKDW�LW�PDNHV�QR
PRUDO� VHQVH�ZKDWVRHYHU��,W� LV� VXSHUVWLWLRXV� LQ�WKDW� LW�FDXVHV
PHQ�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�VRPHKRZ�D�SK\VLFDO�DFWLRQ�LV�QHFHVVDU\
IRU�VSLULWXDO�XQLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW��,W�LV�OHJDOLVWLF�LQ�WKDW�LW�WHDFKHV
PHQ�WR�REH\�D�FRPPDQGPHQW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JHW�SHDFH�ZLWK�*RG�
,W�LV�VDFUDPHQWDO�LQ�WKDW�LW�JLYHV�D�VHPLPDJLFDO�TXDOLW\�WR�WKH
FHUHPRQ\�RI �EDSWLVP�

+RZ�LV�LW�ZLWK�\RXU�VRXO"�,V�\RXU�IDLWK�LQ�D�3HUVRQ�RU�LQ�D
WKLQJ"�1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�\RX�PD\�VD\�WKDW�\RX�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH�LQ
´VDOYDWLRQ�E\�ZRUNV�µ�GR�\RX�VWLOO�PDLQWDLQ�WKDW�PHQ�PXVW
do something�EHVLGHV�WUXVWLQJ�&KULVW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�VDYHG"
2QH�QHHG�QRW�EH�DURXQG�7+(�&+85&+�2)�&+5,67�YHU\�ORQJ
LQ�RUGHU�WR�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�WKHLU�PHVVDJH�LV�QRW�´Christ� Christ�
Christ�µ�EXW�¶¶Baptism� Baptism� Baptism�µ�,V�WKDW�\RXU�PHV�
VDJH"�2U�GR�\RX�JORU\�LQ�&KULVW�DORQH"�+DV�*RG�RSHQHG�\RXU
H\HV�WR�WKH�ZRQGHUIXO�PHVVDJH�RI �VDOYDWLRQ�WKURXJK�&KULVW·V
EORRG�DQG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV"�,I �VR��ZLOO�\RX�QRZ�UHQRXQFH�\RXU
IDLWK�LQ�\RXU�EDSWLVP�IRU�WKH�KHOOLVK�WKLQJ�WKDW�LW�LV�DQG�FDVW
\RXU�DOO�XSRQ�WKH�6DYLRU"�&RPH�WR�KLP�MXVW�DV�\RX�DUH��QRW
EULQJLQJ� DQ\� ´JRRG�ZRUNVµ�RU� VXSSRVHG� ´REHGLHQFHµ�ZLWK
\RX��EXW�UHO\LQJ�XSRQ�Jesus alone�IRU�\RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�q

%0.*/*$"�'3&&�13&44�� Box�2l68, Roseau, Dominica, West Indies 
9TKVG�HQT�C�HTGG�#UUQTVOGPV�QH�6TCEVU

5HFHQWO\�D�IULHQG�RI�PLQH�EHFDPH�D�&KULVWLDQ��1RZ��,�GR
QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�KH�VLPSO\�´PDGH�D�GHFLVLRQµ�RU�´KDG�DQ

HPRWLRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�µ�1R��WKLV�ZDV�D�PLUDFOH��$IWHU�\HDUV�RI
ZDQGHULQJ� LQ� VSLULWXDO� GDUNQHVV�� FDULQJ� QRWKLQJ� DERXW� WKH
WKLQJV�RI�*RG��KH�ZDV�ZRQGHUIXOO\�DSSUHKHQGHG�E\�WKH�ULVHQ
&KULVW�DQG�WUDQVIRUPHG�E\�SRZHU�IURP�RQ�KLJK��+H�EHFDPH
´D�QHZ�FUHDWXUH�µ�´ROG�WKLQJV�KDG�SDVVHG�DZD\�DQG�DOO�WKLQJV
KDG�EHFRPH�QHZµ�(2 Cor 5:17)��7KH�WKLQJV�KH�RQFH�ORYHG��KH�QRZ
KDWHG��WKH�WKLQJV�KH�RQFH�KDWHG��KH�QRZ�ORYHG��&KULVW�DQG�KLV
ZRUG�EHFDPH�SUHFLRXV�WR�KLP��DQG�KH�FRXOG�VD\�ZLWK�WKH�PDQ
LQ�-RKQ����´2QH�WKLQJ�,�NQRZ��WKDW�ZKHUHDV�,�ZDV�EOLQG��QRZ
,�VHHµ�(v 25)��:LWK�WKLV�QHZ�ORYH�IRU�*RG�FDPH�D�GHVLUH�DQG
SRZHU�WR�EUHDN�ZLWK�VLQ�WKDW�KH�KDG�QHYHU�NQRZQ�EHIRUH�

+RZ�DPD]LQJ�WKHQ��LQ�OLJKW�RI�DOO�WKLV��WKDW�P\�IULHQG�ZDV
ODWHU�WROG�E\�D�PHPEHU�RI�7+(�&+85&+�2)�&+5,67�WKDW�KH
FRXOG�QRW�SRVVLEO\�EH�D�&KULVWLDQ��1R��KH�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�´GHDG
LQ�VLQVµ�DQG�VWLOO�XQGHU�WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG��$QG�WKH�UHDVRQ"³
he had not yet been baptized!�¶¶$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�%LEOH�µ�KH
ZDV�WROG��´D�PDQ·V�VLQV�DUH�QRW�ZDVKHG�DZD\�XQOHVV�DQG�XQWLO
KH�LV�EDSWL]HG�µ�,W�PDWWHUV�QRW�ZKDW�HYLGHQFHV�WKHUH�DUH�RI
WKH�LQGZHOOLQJ�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG�LQ�WKH�VRXO��WKLV�LV�DOO�ODEHOHG
IDOVH�DQG�GHFHSWLYH�EHFDXVH�WKH�QHZ�EHOLHYHU�KDV�QRW�\HW�KDG
KLV�ERG\�SK\VLFDOO\�GLSSHG�LQ�ZDWHU�

1RZ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�VXFK�WKLQJV�DV�WKHVH�DUH�EHLQJ�WDXJKW
ZRXOG�QRW�EH�VR�LPSRUWDQW�LI �LW�ZHUH�VLPSO\�D�PDWWHU�RI�EHLQJ
D�VOLJKWO\�GLIIHUHQW�DQJOH�RQ�&KULVW·V�WUXWK��%XW�WKDW·V�QRW�WKH
FDVH��:KDW�ZH�KDYH�KHUH�LV�QRW�WKH�WUXH�JRVSHO�YLHZHG�IURP�D
GLIIHUHQW� VWDQGSRLQW�� LW·V�DQ�HQWLUHO\�GLIIHUHQW�´JRVSHOµ�DOWR�
JHWKHU³D� IDOVH� JRVSHO��+HUH� DUH� WZR�HQWLUHO\�GLIIHUHQW�PHV�
VDJHV��ZKLFK�OHDG�VRXOV�WR�WZR�HQWLUHO\�GLIIHUHQW�GHVWLQDWLRQV�

7+(�&+85&+�2)�&+5,67�WHDFKHV�EDSWLVPDO�IRUJLYHQHVV��RU
EDSWLVPDO�UHJHQHUDWLRQ���:K\�LV�WKHLU�´JRVSHOµ�D�IDOVH�JRVSHO"
7KH�%LEOH�WHDFKHV�justification by faith alone��DQG�LV�WKXV�D
SURFODPDWLRQ�RI�¶¶VDOYDWLRQ�E\�IDLWK�µ�7+(�&+85&+�2)�&+5,67
WHDFKHV�justification by faith plus obedience��DQG�LV�WKXV�D
SURFODPDWLRQ�RI�´VDOYDWLRQ�E\�ZRUNV�µ�1RZ�WKH\�ZLOO�LPPH�
GLDWHO\� LQVLVW� WKDW� WKLV� LV� QRW� VR³WKDW� WKHLU�PHVVDJH� LV� QRW
´VDOYDWLRQ�E\�ZRUNVµ��EXW�WKH�%LEOH�WHDFKHV�WKDW�LW�FHUWDLQO\�LV�

-XVWLILFDWLRQ�LV�E\�IDLWK�DORQH��LW�LV�VSHFLILFDOO\�VDLG�WR�EH
ZLWKRXW�ZRUNV�(see John 6:47; Acts 13:39; 16:31; Rom 3:21,22; 9:30-33; 10:1-13;
Gal 2:16; 3:1-14; Phil 3:8,9; 1 Peter 2:6-8; 1 John 5:1, etc.)��,Q�IDFW��IDLWK�PXVW
EH�DORQH��RU�LW·V�QRW�´IDLWKµ�LQ�WKH�ELEOLFDO�VHQVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�
7KH�YHU\�LGHD�RI�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�&KULVW�PHDQV�WKDW�ZH�WUXVW�KLP�DV
WKH�2QH�ZKR�ILQLVKHG�WKH�ZRUN�RI �VDOYDWLRQ��VR�WKHUH·V�QRWKLQJ
OHIW�IRU�XV�WR�GR³´7R�KLP�WKDW�ZRUNHWK�QRW��EXW�EHOLHYHWK�RQ
KLP�WKDW�MXVWLILHWK�WKH�XQJRGO\��KLV�IDLWK�LV�FRXQWHG�IRU�ULJKW�
HRXVQHVV��(YHQ�DV�'DYLG�DOVR�GHVFULEHWK�WKH�EOHVVHGQHVV�RI

�%$37,60 25 &+5,67"�


