
GHDWK�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��7KH�EDSWLVP�
RI �UHSHQWDQW�VLQQHUV�ZDV�WKH
GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�PDUN�RI �WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI
-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW��ZKR�WKXV�SUHSDUHG
´WKH�ZD\�RI �WKH�/RUG�µ�,W�LV�ZULWWHQ�RI
WKRVH�ZKR�ZHQW�RXW�WR�-RKQ�WKDW�WKH\
´ZHUH�EDSWL]HG�RI �KLP�LQ�-RUGDQ
FRQIHVVLQJ�WKHLU�VLQVµ�(Matt 3:6)��7KXV��IURP
WKH�ILUVW�PHQWLRQ�PDGH�RI �EDSWLVP��ZH
OHDUQ�WKDW�LW�ZDV�IRU�VLQQHUV�ZKR��LQ
UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�FDOO�RI �*RG��UHSHQWHG
DQG�FRQIHVVHG�WKHLU�VLQV��,W�LV�WKH
YROXQWDU\�DFW�RI �WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�ROG
HQRXJK�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH
QHHG�RI �WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI �VLQV��DQG
ZKR�REH\�WKH�:RUG�RI �*RG��FRXQWLQJ
XSRQ�+LV�PHUF\��(YHU\�6FULSWXUH�WKDW
EHDUV�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�VKRZV�WKDW
EDSWLVP�LV�WKH�LPPHUVLRQ�LQ�ZDWHU�RI
VLQQHUV�ZKR�UHSHQW�DQG�EHOLHYH�WKH
JRVSHO�RI �*RG�FRQFHUQLQJ�+LV�6RQ�

,W�LV�ZULWWHQ�RI �-RKQ�WKDW�´KH�
FDPH�LQWR�DOO�WKH�FRXQWU\�DERXW�-RUGDQ�
SUHDFKLQJ�WKH�EDSWLVP�RI �UHSHQWDQFH�IRU
WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI �VLQVµ�(Luke 3:3)��7KLV
VKRZV�DJDLQ�WKDW�EDSWLVP�LV�IRU�WKRVH
ZKR�DUH�ROG�HQRXJK�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW
WKH\�DUH�VLQQHUV��DQG�ZKR�WUXVW�LQ
*RG·V�PHUF\�IRU�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI �WKHLU
VLQV��,Q�WKH�VDPH�FKDSWHU�LW�LV�UHFRUGHG
WKDW�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV��ZKHQ�+H�ZDV
EDSWL]HG��ZDV�DERXW�WKLUW\�\HDUV�ROG�
+H�ZDV�QRW�EDSWL]HG�DV�DQ�LQIDQW�

,Q�-RKQ���������ZH�UHDG�WKDW�´-HVXV
DQG�+LV�GLVFLSOHV�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�ODQG�RI
-XGHD��DQG�WKHUH�+H�WDUULHG�ZLWK�WKHP
DQG�EDSWL]HG��$QG�-RKQ�DOVR�ZDV
EDSWL]LQJ�LQ�$HQRQ�QHDU�WR�6DOLP�
EHFDXVH�WKHUH�ZDV�PXFK�ZDWHU�WKHUH�
DQG�WKH\�FDPH�DQG�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG�µ
$QG�LQ�FKDSWHU��������ZH�UHDG��´:KHQ
WKHUHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�NQHZ�KRZ�WKH
3KDULVHHV�KDG�KHDUG�WKDW�-HVXV�PDGH
DQG�EDSWL]HG�PRUH�GLVFLSOHV�WKDQ�-RKQ
�WKRXJK�-HVXV�+LPVHOI �EDSWL]HG�QRW�
EXW�+LV�GLVFLSOHV��+H�OHIW�-XGHD�µ�7KHVH

6FULSWXUHV�WHOO�XV�WKDW�EDSWLVP��ZKLFK
ZDV�EHJXQ�E\�-RKQ��ZDV�FRQWLQXHG�E\
WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�WKURXJK�+LV�GLVFLSOHV�
$QG�LW�VKRZV�FOHDUO\�WKDW�DOO�WKRVH�
ZKR�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG�ZHUH�ILUVW�´PDGH
GLVFLSOHV�µ�7KDW�LV��WKH\�ZHUH�SHUVRQV
ROG�HQRXJK�WR�KHDU�&KULVW·V�WHDFKLQJ
DQG�WR�IROORZ�+LP��,Q�WKH�HQWLUH�QHZ
7HVWDPHQW�WKHUH�LV�QR�H[FHSWLRQ�WR�WKLV
UXOH��7KXV�EDSWLVP�LV�ILUPO\�HVWDEOLVKHG
IRU�DOO�ZKR�KHHG�WKH�FDOO�RI �´UHSHQ�
WDQFH�WRZDUG�*RG�DQG�IDLWK�WRZDUG�RXU
/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVWµ�(Acts 20:21)�

7KH�IRUHJRLQJ�6FULSWXUHV�DOVR
DFTXDLQW�XV�ZLWK�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�-RKQ
SUHDFKHG�LQ�D�UHJLRQ�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZDV
´PXFK�ZDWHU�µ�:K\"�EHFDXVH�WKH�ZDWHU
KDV�WR�EH�GHHS�HQRXJK�IRU�QHZ�FRQYHUWV
WR�JR�XQGHU�WKH�ZDWHU�ZKLFK�SLFWXUHV�D
EXULDO�XQGHU�WKH�JURXQG��7KH�DERYH
SDVVDJHV�FRPSOHWHO\�H[FOXGH�WKH�LGHD
WKDW�WKH�VSULQNOLQJ�RI �ZDWHU�RQ�DQ
LQIDQW�LV�EDSWLVP�

,Q�0DWWKHZ����������DQG�
0DUN�������ZH�KDYH�WKH�/RUG·V�ILQDO
FRPPDQGV�WR�+LV�GLVFLSOHV��ZKLFK
ZHUH�EULHIO\�WR�SUHDFK��WR�EDSWL]H��DQG�WR
WHDFK��2QO\�WKRVH�ZKR�FDQ�KHDU
SUHDFKLQJ�DQG�EH�WDXJKW�DUH�WR�EH
EDSWL]HG��7KH�SDVVDJH�LQ�0DUN�LV�YHU\
VLPSOH�DQG�SODLQ��´*R�\H�LQWR�DOO�WKH
ZRUOG�DQG�SUHDFK�WKH�JRVSHO�WR�HYHU\
FUHDWXUH��+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�DQG�LV
EDSWL]HG�VKDOO�EH�VDYHG��EXW�KH�WKDW
EHOLHYHWK�QRW�VKDOO�EH�GDPQHG�µ�2QH
PXVW�ILUVW�KHDU�DQG�EHOLHYH�WKH�JRVSHO
DQG�WKHQ�EH�EDSWL]HG�

,Q�$FWV���LV�WKH�DFFRXQW�RI �KRZ�
WKH�$SRVWOHV�EHJDQ��LQ�WKH�SRZHU�RI
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��WR�FDUU\�RXW�WKH�/RUG·V
FRPPDQGV��3HWHU�SUHDFKHG�WKH�JRVSHO�
DQQRXQFLQJ�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI �-HVXV�
ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�FUXFLILHG�VHYHQ�ZHHNV
SUHYLRXV��DQG�GHFODULQJ�WKDW�*RG�KDG
H[DOWHG�+LP�WR�+LV�RZQ�ULJKW�KDQG�

DQG�WKDW�-HVXV�RI �1D]DUHWK�LV�ERWK
/RUG�DQG�&KULVW��7KLV�LV�WKH�JRVSHO�
7KHUHXSRQ�VRPH�RI �WKH�KHDUHUV�ZHUH
SULFNHG�LQ�WKHLU�KHDUW��DQG�DVNHG��´0HQ
DQG�EUHWKUHQ��ZKDW�VKDOO�ZH�GR"µ�(v 37)�
7R�ZKRP�3HWHU�UHSOLHG��´5HSHQW�DQG�EH
EDSWL]HG��HYHU\�RQH�RI �\RX��LQ�WKH�QDPH
RI �-HVXV�&KULVW��IRU�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI
VLQV�µ�$QG�´WKHQ�WKH\�WKDW�JODGO\
UHFHLYHG�WKH�:RUG�ZHUH�EDSWL]HGµ�(v 41)�

7KLV�6FULSWXUH�PDNHV�LW�YHU\�SODLQ
WKDW�UHSHQWDQFH�SUHFHGHV�EDSWLVP��DQG
WKDW�RQO\�WKRVH�DUH�EDSWL]HG�ZKR
YROXQWDULO\�RZQ�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�QHHG�
RI �´WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI �VLQV�µ

6RRQ�DIWHU�WKLV�3KLOLS�ZDV�SUHDFKLQJ
WKH�JRVSHO�WR�WKH�6DPDULWDQV��DQG�LW�LV
ZULWWHQ�LQ�$FWV�������´:KHQ�WKH\
EHOLHYHG�3KLOLS�SUHDFKLQJ�WKH�WKLQJV
FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI �*RG��DQG
WKH�QDPH�RI �-HVXV�&KULVW��WKH\�ZHUH
EDSWL]HG��ERWK�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQµ��QRW
FKLOGUHQ��

7KH�VDPH�FKDSWHU�FRQWDLQV�WKH
DFFRXQW�RI �WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI �WKH
(WKLRSLDQ�WKURXJK�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�RI
3KLOLS��ZKR�ZDV�VSHFLDOO\�FRPPDQGHG
E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�WR�MRLQ�KLPVHOI �WR�WKH
(WKLRSLDQ·V�FKDULRW��$QG�DV�WKH\�ZHQW
RQ�WKHLU�ZD\�WKH�(WKLRSLDQ�VDLG��´6HH
KHUH�LV�ZDWHU��ZKDW�GRWK�KLQGHU�PH�WR
EH�EDSWL]HG"µ�$QG�3KLOLS�VDLG��´,I �
WKRX�EHOLHYHVW�ZLWK�DOO�WKLQH�KHDUW�WKRX
PD\HVWµ�(v 37)��:KHQ�WKH�PDQ�FRQ�
IHVVHG�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��3KLOLS
FRPPDQGHG�WKH�FKDULRW�WR�VWDQG�VWLOO�
´$QG�WKH\�ZHQW�GRZQ�ERWK�LQWR�WKH
ZDWHU��ERWK�3KLOLS�DQG�WKH�HXQXFK��DQG
KH�EDSWL]HG�KLPµ�(v 38)�

$OO�WKLV�ZDV�GRQH�XQGHU�WKH
LPPHGLDWH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI �WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�
DQG�LW�FOHDUO\�VKRZV�(1)�WKDW�EDSWLVP�LV
IRU�RQH�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�LQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV
&KULVW��DQG�(2)�WKDW�EDSWLVP�LV�WKH
LPPHUVLRQ�RI �EHOLHYHUV�LQ�ZDWHU��3KLOLS

ZRXOGQ·W�EDSWL]H�DQ\RQH�ZKR�GLG�QRW
EHOLHYH�ZLWK�DOO�WKHLU�KHDUW��:RXOG
3KLOLS�EDSWL]H�DQ�LQIDQW"�+H�WHOOV�XV
SODLQO\³1R��1R�PLQLVWHU�KDV�DQ\�ULJKW
WR�EDSWL]H�DQ\RQH�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�EHOLHYH
LQ�&KULVW�ZLWK�DOO�WKHLU�KHDUW�

7KH�DFFRXQW�RI �WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI
6DXO�RI �7DUVXV�LV�IRXQG�LQ�$FWV����+LV
FRQYHUVLRQ�ZDV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKDW�RI
DQ\�RWKHU�PDQ��IRU�LW�ZDV�E\�WKH
DSSHDUDQFH�DQG�ZRUGV�RI �WKH�/RUG
-HVXV�+LPVHOI��$QG�ZKHQ�6DXO�
WUHPEOLQJ�DQG�DVWRQLVKHG�VDLG��´/RUG�
ZKDW�ZLOW�7KRX�KDYH�PH�WR�GR"µ�(v 6)
WKH�/RUG�VDLG��´$ULVH��DQG�JR�LQWR�WKH
FLW\��DQG�WKHUH�LW�VKDOO�EH�WROG�WKHH�ZKDW
WKRX�PXVW�GR�µ�$FFRUGLQJO\�6DXO�ZHQW
XQWR�'DPDVFXV��DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�D
GLVFLSOH�QDPHG�$QDQLDV��EHLQJ
LQVWUXFWHG�E\�WKH�/RUG�LQ�D�YLVLRQ��ZKR
FDPH�XQWR�KLP�DQG�WROG�KLP�WR�´DULVH�
DQG�EH�EDSWL]HGµ�(See Acts 22:16)��´DQG�KH
UHFHLYHG�VLJKW�IRUWKZLWK��DQG�DURVH��
DQG�ZDV�EDSWL]HGµ�(9:18)��6R�WKH�WKLQJ
6DXO�ZDV�WR�GR�ILUVW�RI �DOO�ZDV�WR�EH
EDSWL]HG�

,Q�$FWV����LW�LV�UHODWHG�KRZ�3HWHU��
E\�WKH�H[SUHVV�FRPPDQG�RI �WKH�+RO\
6SLULW��ZHQW�WR�SUHDFK�WKH�JRVSHO�RI
&KULVW�WR�D�*HQWLOH�FRPSDQ\�DVVHPEOHG
LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI �&RUQHOLXV��WKH�5RPDQ
FHQWXULRQ�DW�&DHVDUHD��3HWHU�SUHDFKHG
-HVXV�&KULVW�ULVHQ�IURP�WKH�GHDG�DV
´/RUG�RI �DOOµ��DQG�ZKHQ�KH�DQQRXQFHG
WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI �VLQV�WKURXJK�+LV
QDPH�WR�DOO�ZKR�EHOLHYH�RQ�+LP��WKH
+RO\�6SLULW�IHOO�RQ�DOO�WKHP�ZKLFK�KHDUG
WKH�ZRUG��7KHUHXSRQ�3HWHU�´FRP�
PDQGHG�WKHP�WR�EH�EDSWL]HG�LQ�WKH
QDPH�RI �WKH�/RUGµ�(Acts 10:44-48)�

,Q�$FWV����ZH�UHDG�WKDW�3DXO
EDSWL]HG�WKH�KRXVHKROG�RI �/\GLD��DIWHU
WKH�/RUG�KDG�RSHQHG�KHU�KHDUW�VR�WKDW
VKH�DWWHQGHG�XQWR�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�ZHUH
VSRNHQ�E\�3DXO�(vv 14-15)��+HUH�DJDLQ



EDSWLVP�IROORZHG�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�DQG
EHOLHYLQJ�RI �WKH�JRVSHO��,W�LV�VRPHWLPHV
VXUPLVHG�WKDW�WKHUH�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ
LQIDQWV�LQ�/\GLD·V�KRXVHKROG��%XW�WKH
6FULSWXUH�GRHV�QRW�VD\�VR��DQG�LI �WKHUH
ZHUH��LW�GRHV�QRW�DSSHDU�WKDW�VXFK
LQIDQWV�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG��%DSWLVP�LV
LQYDULDEO\�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ
ZLWK�WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI �SHUVRQV�ROG
HQRXJK�WR�KHDU�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH
JRVSHO�

/\GLD�ZDV�VHHPLQJO\�DQ�XQPDUULHG
ZRPDQ��IRU�QR�KXVEDQG�LV�PHQWLRQHG�
6KH�ZDV�D�PHUFKDQW�HQJDJHG�LQ
EXVLQHVV�RQ�KHU�RZQ�DFFRXQW��6KH�ZDV
D�GHDOHU�LQ�SXUSOH�FORWKV�PDQXIDFWXUHG
LQ�7K\DWLUD��DQG�ZDV�WKHQ�LQ�3KLOLSSL��
D�ORQJ�ZD\�IURP�KHU�KRPH��,W�LV
XQUHDVRQDEOH�WR�LPDJLQH�WKDW�VKH
ZRXOG�EH�WUDYHOLQJ�RQ�ORQJ�EXVLQHVV
MRXUQH\V�ZLWK�LQIDQWV��&RPPRQ�VHQVH
WHOOV�XV�SODLQO\�WKDW�KHU�´KRXVHKROGµ�LQ
WKLV�WH[W�FRQVLVWHG�RI �KHU�VHUYDQWV�DQG
KHOSHUV�LQ�EXVLQHVV�

,Q�WKH�VDPH�FKDSWHU�(Acts 16:25-34)�LV
WKH�DFFRXQW�RI �WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI �WKH
3KLOLSSLDQ�MDLOHU��,W�VD\V�3DXO�DQG�6LODV
´VSDNH�XQWR�KLP�WKH�ZRUG�RI �WKH�/RUG
DQG�WR�DOO�WKDW�ZHUH�LQ�KLV�KRXVH�µ�$QG
WKHQ�KH�´ZDV�EDSWL]HG�µ�DQG�KH
´UHMRLFHG��EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�*RG�ZLWK�DOO�KLV
KRXVH�µ�6R�WKLV�6FULSWXUH��OLNH�DOO�WKH
RWKHUV��VKRZV�WKDW�EHIRUH�EDSWLVP�
WKHUH�PXVW�EH�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV
&KULVW��DQG�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�
LQ�+LP��WKURXJK�KHDULQJ�WKH�JRVSHO
VKRXOG�EH�EDSWL]HG�´VWUDLJKWZD\�µ

,Q�$FWV������LW�LV�ZULWWHQ�WKDW�´PDQ\
&RULQWKLDQV�KHDULQJ�EHOLHYHG��DQG�ZHUH
EDSWL]HG�µ�6LPSO\�DQG�EULHIO\��WKLV
VWDWHV�*RG·V�RUGHU�FRQFHUQLQJ�EDSWLVP�
ILUVW�KHDULQJ��WKHQ�EHOLHYLQJ��WKHQ�EHLQJ
EDSWL]HG�

,Q�$FWV��������WKRVH�ZKRP�WKH
DSRVWOH�3DXO�EDSWL]HG�ZHUH�PHQ��6R�WKH

DFFRXQWV�RI �WKH�EDSWL]LQJ�GRQH�E\
-RKQ��E\�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�RI �&KULVW��DQG�
E\�WKH�DSRVWOHV�DIWHU�WKH�/RUG·V
UHVXUUHFWLRQ��PDNH�LW�YHU\�SODLQ�WKDW
EDSWLVP�LV�IRU�UHSHQWDQW�DQG�EHOLHYLQJ
VLQQHUV�

7KH�(SLVWOHV��ZKLFK�H[SODLQ�WKH
PHDQLQJ�RI �EDSWLVP��DGG�VWURQJ
FRQILUPDWLRQ�WR�ZKDW�KDV�EHHQ�VWDWHG
DERYH��,Q�5RPDQV��������3DXO�H[SODLQV
LQ�IHZ�DQG�FOHDU�ZRUGV��WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR
KDYH�UHFHLYHG�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI �VLQV³
RU��DV�LW�LV�FDOOHG��KDYH�EHHQ�´MXVWLILHGµ
WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW�(Rom 3:24-25;
5:1)³DUH�EXULHG�ZLWK�&KULVW�E\�EDSWLVP
LQWR�GHDWK��+H�VD\V��´.QRZ�\H�QRW�
WKDW�VR�PDQ\�RI �XV�DV�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG
LQWR�-HVXV�&KULVW�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG�LQWR
+LV�GHDWK"�7KHUHIRUH�ZH�DUH�EXULHG
ZLWK�+LP�E\�EDSWLVP�LQWR�GHDWK��WKDW
OLNH�DV�&KULVW�ZDV�UDLVHG�XS�IURP�WKH
GHDG�E\�WKH�JORU\�RI �WKH�)DWKHU��HYHQ
VR�ZH�DOVR�VKRXOG�ZDON�LQ�QHZQHVV�RI
OLIH�µ

)URP�WKLV�ZH�OHDUQ�WKDW��DV�D�GHDG
ERG\�LV�OHW�GRZQ�LQWR�D�JUDYH��VR�D
EHOLHYHU�LV�OHW�GRZQ�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHU��DQG
WKDW�OLNH�DV�&KULVW�ZDV�UDLVHG�XS�IURP
WKH�GHDG��VR�WKH�EHOLHYHU�FRPHV�RXW�RI
WKH�ZDWHU�WR�ZDON�LQ�WKH�QHZ�PDQQHU�
RI �OLIH��%ULHIO\��E\�EDSWLVP�WKH�EHOLHYHU
H[SUHVVHV�WKH�JUHDW�WUXWK�WKDW�KH
SDUWDNHV�RI �WKH�GHDWK�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ
RI �WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�

7KLV�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI �EDSWLVP�LV�HYHQ
PRUH�FRQFLVHO\�VWDWHG�LQ�&RORVVLDQV
������ZKHUH�3DXO�VD\V�WR�WKH�EHOLHYHUV�
´%XULHG�ZLWK�+LP�LQ�EDSWLVP��ZKHUHLQ
DOVR�\H�DUH�ULVHQ�ZLWK�+LP�WKURXJK�WKH
IDLWK�RI �WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�RI �*RG��ZKR
KDWK�UDLVHG�+LP�IURP�WKH�GHDG�µ

7KH�$SRVWOH�3HWHU�DOVR�H[SODLQV�WKH
PHDQLQJ�RI �EDSWLVP��WHOOLQJ�XV�LW�LV��OLNH
WKH�DUN��D�´ILJXUHµ�RU�W\SH�RI �WKDW
ZKLFK�VDYHV�XV��QDPHO\�´WKH

UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI �-HVXV�&KULVWµ��WKDW�LW�LV
´QRW�WKH�SXWWLQJ�DZD\�RI �WKH�ILOWK�RI �
WKH�IOHVK��EXW�WKH�DQVZHU�RI �D�JRRG
FRQVFLHQFH�WRZDUG�*RGµ�(1 Peter 3:20-21)�
7KRVH�ZKRVH�FRQVFLHQFHV�KDYH�EHHQ
SXULILHG�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�
FDQ�DQVZHU�WR�*RG·V�JUDFH�DQG�WR
&KULVW·V�ZRUN�IRU�WKHP��E\�EHLQJ
EDSWL]HG��%DSWLVP�LV�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�
DUH�ROG�HQRXJK�WR�KDYH�D�´FRQVFLHQFH
WRZDUG�*RG�µ

6R��LQ�WKH�FOHDU�OLJKW�RI �WKH
6FULSWXUHV��ZH�GR�QRW�DOORZ�RXU
FKLOGUHQ�WR�EH�SXW�WKURXJK�WKH�IRUP�RI
EDSWLVP��0XFK�OHVV�GR�ZH�DOORZ�WKHP
WR�EH�VSULQNOHG�DV�D�VXEVWLWXWH�IRU
EDSWLVP��,W�LV�FRQWUDU\�WR�6FULSWXUH�WR
GR�VR��DQG�LW�LV�D�JUHDW�ZURQJ�WR�WKH
OLWWOH�RQHV��EHFDXVH�LW�PD\�OHDG�WKHP�WR
VXSSRVH��DV�LQGHHG�LV�WDXJKW�LQ�VRPH
FKXUFKHV��WKDW�WKH�FHUHPRQ\�KDV�VRPH
P\VWHULRXV�´VDFUDPHQWDOµ�YDOXH��RU�LI
WKH\�EHFRPH�EHOLHYHUV��LW�PD\�OHDG
WKHP�WR�QHJOHFW�DQG�UHIXVH�EDSWLVP�
XQGHU�WKH�PLVWDNHQ�LGHD�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH
DOUHDG\�EHHQ�EDSWL]HG�

:KDW�ZH�DUH�WR�GR�LV�WR�EULQJ�XS
RXU�FKLOGUHQ�´LQ�WKH�IHDU�DQG
DGPRQLWLRQ�RI �WKH�/RUG�µ�IDLWKIXOO\
WHDFKLQJ�WKHP�WKH�JRVSHO��DQG�WKXV
OHDGLQJ�WKHP�WR�WUXVW�LQ�&KULVW��7KHQ��
DV�EHOLHYHUV��WKH\�ZLOO�JODGO\�REH\�+LV
FRPPDQG��DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG��

�Philip Mauro

%0.*/*$"�'3&&�13&44 Box 2l68, Roseau, Dominica, West Indies 

0DQ\�RI �WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH
/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�DUH�XQFHUWDLQ
DQG�FRQIXVHG�DERXW�EDSWLVP��7KLV

LV�QRW�EHFDXVH�WKH�%LEOH�VSHDNV
XQFHUWDLQO\�DERXW�LW��IRU�WKH�%LEOH·V
WHDFKLQJ�RQ�WKLV�VXEMHFW�LV��DV�ZH�VKRXOG
H[SHFW��TXLWH�FOHDU��%XW�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�RI
WKH�YDULRXV�´FKXUFKHVµ�LV�TXLWH�RWKHU�
ZLVH��IRU�VRPH�VD\�RQH�WKLQJ�DQG�VRPH
DQRWKHU��$QG�WKH�/RUG·V�SHRSOH��IRU�WKH
PRVW�SDUW��GR�QRW�WDNH�WKH�WURXEOH�WR
VHDUFK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�
EXW�WKH\�VLPSO\�IROORZ�WKH�FXVWRP�DQG
WUDGLWLRQ�RI �VRPH�´FKXUFK�µ

,W�LV�DQ�XQKDSS\�IDFW�WKDW��WKURXJK
WKH�&KXUFK�RI �5RPH��WKH�GRFWULQH�RI
&KULVW�KDV�EHHQ�FRUUXSWHG³DQG
SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�GRFWULQH�FRQFHUQLQJ
EDSWLVP��$QG�ZKLOH�WKH�YDULRXV
SURWHVWDQW�GHQRPLQDWLRQV�KDYH
GLVFDUGHG�PDQ\�RI �WKH�HUURUV�RI �5RPH�
WKH\�KDYH�QRW�HQWLUHO\�WKURZQ�RII �LWV
FRUUXSW�ZD\V��0DQ\�RI �WKHP�WR�WKLV
GD\�IROORZ�5RPH�LQ�VXEVWLWXWLQJ�WKH
VSULQNOLQJ�RI �LQIDQWV�IRU�*RG·V�KRO\
RUGLQDQFH�RI �WKH�EXULDO�RI �EHOLHYHUV
ZLWK�&KULVW�LQ�EDSWLVP�(Rom 6:4; Col 2:12)�
1HYHUWKHOHVV��DPLG�DOO�WKH�FRQIXVLRQ�RI
WKH�VHFWV�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�GHQRPLQDWLRQV�
WKH�:RUG�RI �*RG�LV�VWLOO�D�ODPS�XQWR
RXU�IHHW�DQG�D�OLJKW�XQWR�RXU�SDWK��
1RZ�WKH�%LEOH�WHOOV�XV�YHU\�SODLQO\
ZKDW�EDSWLVP�LV��DQG�IRU�ZKRP�LW�LV
LQWHQGHG�

%DSWLVP�PD\�EH�UHJDUGHG�DV�D�JUHDW
PRQXPHQW��ZKLFK�*RG�KDV�VHW�XS�WR
PDUN�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI �+LV�6RQ�LQWR�WKH
ZRUOG�WR�VDYH�VLQQHUV�WKURXJK�+LV

3ODLQ�:RUGV�$ERXW
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