
&RQVLGHU�&RUQHOLXV·� KRXVHKROG�� WKH\�KHDUG� WKH�JRVSHO�
EHOLHYHG�LW�DQG�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG��,W�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR
LQIDQWV�EDSWL]HG��IRU�WKH\�KDG�DOO�JDWKHUHG�́ WR�KHDU�DOO�WKLQJVµ
WKDW�*RG�KDG�FRPPDQGHG�3HWHU�(Acts 10:33)��´7KH�+RO\�*KRVW
IHOO�RQ�DOO�WKHP�ZKLFK�KHDUG�>DQG��REYLRXVO\��XQGHUVWRRG�DQG
EHOLHYHG@�WKH�ZRUGµ�(v 44)��DQG�WKH\�VSRNH�ZLWK�WRQJXHV�(v 46)�
7KDW� WKH\� KDG� ´UHFHLYHG� WKH� +RO\�*KRVWµ� (v 47)� FRQYLQFHG
3HWHU�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�VDYHG��7KXV��KH�EDSWL]HG�WKHP�(v 48)�

1RU�FDQ�LQIDQW�EDSWLVP�EH�VXSSRUWHG�IURP�WKH�FDVH�RI �WKH
3KLOLSSLDQ�MDLORU�ZKR�́ ZDV�EDSWL]HG��KH�DQG�DOO�KLVµ�(Acts 16:33)�
$JDLQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�LQIDQWV�SUHVHQW�EHFDXVH�3DXO�DQG�6LODV
SUHDFKHG�WKH�JRVSHO�´WR�DOO�WKDW�ZHUH�LQ�KLV�KRXVHµ�(v 32)��DQG
´DOO�KLV�KRXVHµ�EHOLHYHG�(v 34)�DQG�ZHUH�WKHQ�EDSWL]HG�

6RPH�RI�WKH�HDUO\�5HIRUPHUV�ZHUH�&DWKROLFV�ZKR��XQIRU�
WXQDWHO\��UHWDLQHG�VRPH�&DWKROLF�GRJPDV��DPRQJ�WKHP�EDS�
WLVPDO� UHJHQHUDWLRQ�DQG� LQIDQW�EDSWLVP��7KHVH�KHUHVLHV�DUH
VWLOO�KHOG�E\�VRPH�3URWHVWDQW�GHQRPLQDWLRQV�WRGD\��7KH�LVVXH
LV�D�VHULRXV�RQH��,I �EDSWLVP�LV�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��WKHQ�WR
UHMHFW�WKDW�JRVSHO�LV�WR�EH�GDPQHG��%XW�LI �VDOYDWLRQ�LV�WKURXJK
IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�DORQH��WKHQ�WR�DGG�EDSWLVP�DV�D�́ FRQGLWLRQµ�IRU
VDOYDWLRQ�LV�WR�UHMHFW�WKH�WUXH�JRVSHO�DQG�WKXV�EH�HWHUQDOO\�ORVW�
7KH�%LEOH�GHFODUHV�WKDW�LW·V�ZURQJ�WR�DGG�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�IDLWK�LQ
&KULVW�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ³FLUFXPFLVLRQ��NHHSLQJ�WKH�-HZLVK�ODZ�
HWF��(Gal 5:2; Acts 15:24)��3DXO�FXUVHG��DQDWKHPDWL]HG��WKRVH�ZKR
WDXJKW�WKLV�IDOVH�JRVSHO�WKDW�GDPQV�WKH�VRXO�(Gal 1:8-9)��$�JRVSHO
RI�VDOYDWLRQ�WKURXJK�&KULVW�SOXV�EDSWLVP�LV�HTXDOO\�IDOVH�

:KHQ� 3DXO� UHPLQGHG� WKH� &RULQWKLDQV� RI � WKH� HVVHQWLDO
LQJUHGLHQWV�RI� WKH�JRVSHO�ZKLFK�KH�SUHDFKHG�DQG�E\�ZKLFK
WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�VDYHG��KH�PDGH�QR�PHQWLRQ�RI �EDSWLVP�(1 Cor
15:1-4)��,Q�IDFW��KH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�JRVSHO�DQG�EDS�
WLVP��́ &KULVW�VHQW�PH�QRW�WR�EDSWL]H��EXW�WR�SUHDFK�WKH�JRVSHOµ
(1 Cor 1:17)��+H�KDGQ·W�EDSWL]HG�PRVW�RI �WKH�&RULQWKLDQV��FRXOGQ·W
UHPHPEHU�ZKRP�KH�KDG�EDSWL]HG��DQG�ZDV�WKDQNIXO�WKDW�LW
KDG�EHHQ�YHU\�IHZ�(1 Cor 1:14-16)³D�VWUDQJH�DWWLWXGH�LI �EDSWLVP
LV� HVVHQWLDO� WR� VDOYDWLRQ��<HW�ZLWKRXW� EDSWL]LQJ� WKHP��3DXO
GHFODUHG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�WKHLU�IDWKHU�LQ�WKH�IDLWK��´,Q�&KULVW�-HVXV
,�KDYH�EHJRWWHQ�\RX�WKURXJK�WKH�JRVSHOµ�(1 Cor 4:15)�

&KULVW�GLG�VD\��´+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�DQG�LV�EDSWL]HG�VKDOO�EH
VDYHGµ�(Mark 16:16)��$OO�ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKH�JRVSHO�DUH�VDYHG��VR�RI
FRXUVH�DOO�ZKR�EHOLHYH�DQG�DUH�EDSWL]HG�DUH�VDYHG��EXW�WKDW
GRHV� QRW� VD\� WKDW� EDSWLVP� VDYHV� RU� WKDW� LW� LV� HVVHQWLDO� IRU
VDOYDWLRQ��6FRUHV�RI�YHUVHV�GHFODUH��ZLWK�QR�PHQWLRQ�RI �EDS�
WLVP��WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�FRPHV�E\�EHOLHYLQJ�WKH�JRVSHO��́ ,W�SOHDVHG
*RG���WR�VDYH�WKHP�WKDW�EHOLHYHµ�(1 Cor 1:21; John 3:16,18,36; 5:24; Acts
10:43; 13:38-39; 16:31; Rom 1:16; 3:28; 4:24; 5:1; Eph 2:8; etc.)�

1XPHURXV�YHUVHV�GHFODUH�WKDW�ZKRVRHYHU�GRHV�QRW�EHOLHYH
LV� ORVW�� EXW� QRW� RQH� YHUVH� GHFODUHV� WKDW� ZKRVRHYHU� LV� QRW
EDSWL]HG� LV� ORVW�� 6XUHO\� WKH�%LEOH�ZRXOG�PDNH� LW� FOHDU� WKDW
EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�&KULVW�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�EDSWL]HG�FDQQRW�VDYH�LI �WKDW
ZHUH�WKH�FDVH��\HW�LW�QHYHU�VD\V�VR��,Q�WKH�*RVSHOV�&KULVW�WROG
SHRSOH� WKDW� WKHLU� ´VLQV� DUH� IRUJLYHQµ�ZLWKRXW� HYHU� VD\LQJ�D
ZRUG� DERXW� EDSWLVP� (Luke 5:20; 7:48)�� 7KHVH� VLWXDWLRQV�ZRXOG
KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�SHUIHFW�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�-HVXV�WR�KDYH�LQVLVWHG

RQ�EDSWLVP�EHIRUH�SURQRXQFLQJ�IRUJLYHQHVV��,QVWHDG�KH�VD\V�
´7K\� IDLWK� KDWK� VDYHG� WKHH�� JR� LQ� SHDFHµ� (Luke 7:50)�� ,W� LV
LPSRUWDQW� WR� UHDOL]H� KHUH� WKDW� WKH� SUDFWLFH�RI� EDSWLVP�KDG
DOUHDG\�EHHQ�FRQILUPHG�E\�-HVXV�KLPVHOI �(John 3:22; 4:1-2)��DQG
WKDW�LW�ZDV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�LQYHQWHG�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI�3HQWHFRVW�
7KH�SXEOLFDQ�LQ�WKH�WHPSOH�FULHG��´*RG�EH�PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�D
VLQQHUµ�(Luke 18:13-14)��DQG�&KULVW�GHFODUHG�KLP� ḾXVWLILHGµ�ZLWK�
RXW�EDSWLVP��$QG�WKH�WKLHI �RQ�WKH�FURVV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�D
PRVW�ZUHWFKHG� FRQGLWLRQ� LI � KH� FRXOG� QRW� KDYH� EHHQ� VDYHG
ZLWKRXW�EDSWLVP�(Luke 23:42-43)��%XW�KH�ZDV�VDYHG�

5RPDQV�����VWDWHV��́ :H�DUH�EXULHG�ZLWK�&KULVW�E\�EDSWLVP
LQWR� GHDWK�� WKDW� OLNH� DV� &KULVW� ZDV� UDLVHG� XS� IURP� WKH
GHDG…HYHQ�VR�ZH�DOVR�VKRXOG�ZDON�LQ�QHZQHVV�RI �OLIH�µ�3DXO
LV�QRW�VSHDNLQJ�RI�ZDWHU�EDSWLVP��EXW�RI �WKH�VSLULWXDO�UHDOLW\
LW�V\PEROL]HV��IRU�KH�VD\V�WKDW�WKURXJK�EDSWLVP�´RXU�ROG�PDQ
>VLQIXO�QDWXUH@�LV�FUXFLILHG�ZLWK�&KULVW��WKDW�WKH�ERG\�RI �VLQ
PLJKW�EH�GHVWUR\HG�µ�$V�D�FRQVHTXHQFH��KH�XUJHV�EHOLHYHUV�WR
´UHFNRQµ�WKHPVHOYHV�́ WR�EH�GHDG�LQGHHG�XQWR�VLQ…OHW�QRW�VLQ
WKHUHIRUH�UHLJQ�LQ�\RXU�PRUWDO�ERG\µ�(vv 6-13)�

3DXO�XVHV�VLPLODU�ODQJXDJH�FRQFHUQLQJ�KLPVHOI �ZKHQ�KH
VD\V��´,�DP�FUXFLILHG�ZLWK�&KULVWµ�(Gal 2:20)��+H�LV�REYLRXVO\
VSHDNLQJ�RI �WKDW�VDPH�VSLULWXDO�´EDSWLVPµ�E\�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH
EHHQ�SODFHG�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�KDYH�WKXV�SDVVHG�ZLWK�KLP�WKURXJK
GHDWK�LQWR�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�OLIH��,I �ZH�ZHUH�OLWHUDOO\�GHDG�WR�VLQ�
WKHQ�ZH�ZRXOGQ·W�QHHG�WR�´UHFNRQµ�LW�WUXH�RU�OLYH�WKH�QHZ�OLIH
E\� IDLWK�� ZH� ZRXOG� DXWRPDWLFDOO\� QHYHU� VLQ� DJDLQ�� 7KDW� D
&KULVWLDQ�PD\�VLQ�VKRZV�WKDW�ZDWHU�EDSWLVP�GRHVQ·W�HIIHFW�D
OLWHUDO�FUXFLIL[LRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW��,W�SRUWUD\V�D�VSLULWXDO�EDSWLVP
LQWR�&KULVW�ZKLFK�WKH�EHOLHYHU�PXVW�OLYH�E\�IDLWK�

,Q�WKDW�FRQWH[W��WKHQ��ZH�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG�3HWHU·V�GHFODUD�
WLRQ��´7KH�OLNH�ILJXUH�ZKHUHXQWR�HYHQ�EDSWLVP�GRWK�DOVR�QRZ
VDYH�XV…E\�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI �-HVXV�&KULVWµ�(1 Peter 3:21)��+H�LV
QR�PRUH�VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKH�SK\VLFDO�DFW�RI �EDSWLVP�OLWHUDOO\�VDYHV
WKDQ�3DXO�LV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�LW�OLWHUDOO\�PDNHV�XV�GHDG�WR�VLQ��7KH
IHZ�GLIILFXOW�LVRODWHG�YHUVHV�VXFK�DV�WKHVH�FDQQRW�FRQWUDGLFW
WKH� RYHUZKHOPLQJ� QXPEHU� RI� RWKHU� 6FULSWXUHV� ZKLFK� DUH
FU\VWDO� FOHDU�� :DWHU� EDSWLVP�� VD\V� 3HWHU�� LV� D� ´ILJXUHµ� RU
V\PEROL]DWLRQ�RI �D�VSLULWXDO�EDSWLVP�LQWR�&KULVW�HIIHFWHG�E\
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW� DQG�ZKLFK� LV� VHWWOHG� IRUHYHU� LQ�KHDYHQ��EXW
ZKLFK�PXVW�EH�OLYHG�RXW�E\�IDLWK�ZKLOH�ZH�DUH�KHUH�XSRQ�HDUWK�

6LJQLILFDQWO\�� WKRXJK�3DXO�EDSWL]HG�D� IHZ��&KULVW�QHYHU
EDSWL]HG� DQ\RQH� (John 4:2)³YHU\� RGG� LI � EDSWLVP� VDYHV��7KH
6DYLRU�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�PXVW�KDYH�GHOLEHUDWHO\�DYRLGHG�EDSWL]LQJ
WR�PDNH�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�EDSWLVP�KDV�QR�SDUW�LQ�VDOYDWLRQ��<HV�
&KULVW� VDLG�ZH�PXVW�EH� ´ERUQ� >DJDLQ@� RI �ZDWHU� DQG�RI� WKH
6SLULWµ�WR�EH�VDYHG�(John 3:5)��EXW�LW�LV�XQZDUUDQWHG�WR�DVVXPH
WKDW�´ZDWHUµ�KHUH�PHDQV�EDSWLVP��7R�GR�VR�ZRXOG�FRQWUDGLFW
WKH�ZHDOWK�RI�6FULSWXUH�ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�ZKLFK�SURYHV�VDOYDWLRQ
LV�QRW�E\�EDSWLVP��-HVXV�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ�WR�1LFRGHPXV��D�UDEEL
WR�ZKRP�´ZDWHUµ�ZRXOG�QRW�PHDQ�EDSWLVP��ZKLFK�ZDV�XQ�
NQRZQ�LQ�-HZLVK�ODZ��EXW�WKH�FHUHPRQLDO�FOHDQVLQJ�RI�VRPH�
RQH�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�GHILOHG�(Exod 30; 40; Lev 13; 15; etc.)��$QG�WKDW�LV
ZKDW�-HVXV�PHDQW��+LV�GHDWK�ZRXOG�PDNH�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�´VDQF�
WLI\�DQG�FOHDQVH�>KLV�FKXUFK@�ZLWK�WKH�ZDVKLQJ�RI �ZDWHU�E\�WKH

ZRUGµ�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�(Eph 5:25-27)��+H�VDLG��´1RZ�\H�DUH�FOHDQ
WKURXJK� WKH�ZRUG� ZKLFK�,�KDYH�VSRNHQ�XQWR�\RXµ� (John 15:3)�
/LNH�-HVXV��3DXO�SXW�´ZDWHUµ�DQG�´WKH�6SLULWµ�WRJHWKHU��UHIHU�
ULQJ�WR�WKH�´ZDVKLQJ�RI�UHJHQHUDWLRQµ�DQG�OLQNLQJ�LW�ZLWK�WKH
´UHQHZLQJ�RI�WKH�+RO\�*KRVWµ�(Titus 3:5)��:H�DUH�ERUQ�DJDLQ�E\
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�DQG�E\�WKH�ZRUG�RU�JRVSHO�RI �*RG��ZKLFK�LV
VRPHWLPHV�FDOOHG�´ZDWHUµ�EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�FOHDQVLQJ�SRZHU��$V
3HWHU�VDLG��ZH�DUH�́ ERUQ�DJDLQ…E\�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RGµ�(1 Peter 1:23)�

,W�ZDV�REYLRXVO\�WKLV�ILJXUH�RI �2OG�7HVWDPHQW�FHUHPRQLDO
FOHDQVLQJ�ZKLFK�3HWHU�FRPPXQLFDWHG�WR�WKH�-HZV�RQ�3HQWH�
FRVW��´5HSHQW��DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG�HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX�LQ�WKH�QDPH
RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�IRU�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI �VLQVµ�(Acts 2:38)��,W�LV�FOHDU
IURP�WKH�PDQ\�RWKHU�6FULSWXUHV�ZH·YH�JLYHQ�WKDW�3HWHU�ZDVQ·W
VD\LQJ� WKDW� EDSWLVP� VDYHV�� EXW� WKDW� LW� RIIHUHG�D� FHUHPRQLDO
FOHDQVLQJ�XQLTXHO\�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�KLV�-HZLVK�KHDUHUV�

1RWLFH�DOVR�WKDW�WKH�SKUDVH��́ EDSWL]HG…�IRU�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ
RI�VLQV�µ�DJDLQ�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�ZKDW�EDSWLVP�VLJQLILHV��DQG�QRW
ZKDW� LW� DFWXDOO\� GRHV�� &RPSDUH� 0DWWKHZ� ������ ´,� LQGHHG
EDSWL]H�\RX�ZLWK�ZDWHU�XQWR�UHSHQWDQFH�µ�7KH�VDPH�*UHHN
ZRUG�´HLVµ� �´IRUµ�RU�´XQWRµ��DSSHDUV� LQ�ERWK�RI� WKHVH�SDV�
VDJHV��%DSWLVP�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI �&KULVW�´IRUµ�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI
VLQV�QR�PRUH�PHDQV�WKDW�EDSWLVP�HIIHFWV�IRUJLYHQHVV�WKDQ�WKDW
-RKQ·V�EDSWLVP�LQ�ZDWHU�́ XQWRµ�UHSHQWDQFH�FDXVHG�WKRVH�ZKR
ZHUH�EDSWL]HG�WR�UHSHQW��7KH\�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�UHSHQWDQW�´FRQ�
IHVVLQJ�WKHLU�VLQVµ�(v 6)��-RKQ·V�EDSWLVP�VLJQLILHG�UHSHQWDQFH�RQ
WKH�SDUW�RI �WKRVH�EDSWL]HG��(YHQ�VR�ZLWK�WKRVH�DW�3HQWHFRVW�
WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�WKHLU�VLQV�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�ZDV�WKDW
ZKLFK�WKHLU�EDSWLVP�VLJQLILHG�

7KHUH·V� VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�� WRR�� LQ�3HWHU·V�ZRUGV��´5HSHQW�
DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG�µ�+H�ZDV�DGGUHVVLQJ�VFRIIHUV�DQG�SHUVHFXWRUV
RI�WKH�FKXUFK��+H�LV�WHOOLQJ�WKHP�LQ�QR�XQFHUWDLQ�WHUPV�WKDW
LI �WKH\�ZDQW�WR�JHW�ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG��WKH\�PXVW�FRPH�RXW�DQG
LGHQWLI\�WKHPVHOYHV�RIILFLDOO\��E\�EDSWLVP��ZLWK�WKLV�GHVSLVHG
JURXS� RI �&KULVW·V� IROORZHUV�� %DSWLVP�ZDV� WKH�PDUN� RI � WKH
YDOLGLW\�RI�RQH·V�SURIHVVLRQ�RI �IDLWK�DQG�WKH�EDGJH�RI�EHFRP�
LQJ�D�&KULVWLDQ��7R�EH�EDSWL]HG�ZDV�WR�EH�LGHQWLILHG�ZLWK�WKLV
KDWHG� -HVXV�&KULVW� EHIRUH� WKH� IDQDWLFDO� -HZV�RI � -HUXVDOHP�
%DSWLVP�PDQ\�WLPHV�FRVW�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV�DQG�HQGDQJHUHG
RQH·V�OLIH��DV�LW�VWLOO�GRHV�LQ�,VUDHO�DQG�0XVOLP�FRXQWULHV��7KRVH
ZKR�DUH�DIUDLG�WR�WDNH�WKLV�SXEOLF�VWDQG�LQ�VXFK�FXOWXUHV�DUH
HYHQ�WRGD\�FRQVLGHUHG�QRW�WR�EH�WUXH�EHOLHYHUV��7KXV�IRU�D�-HZ
WR�EH�SXEOLFO\�EDSWL]HG�DW�WKDW�WLPH�LQ�WKDW�FXOWXUH�ZDV��LQ�D
VHQVH��WR�́ ZDVK�DZD\�KLV�VLQVµ�(Acts 22:16)��DV�$QDQLDV�WROG�6DXO�

&RQVLGHU� DJDLQ�0DUN� ������� ´+H� WKDW� EHOLHYHWK� DQG� LV
EDSWL]HG� VKDOO� EH� VDYHG�� EXW� KH� WKDW� EHOLHYHWK� QRW� VKDOO� EH
GDPQHG�µ�%DSWLVP�LV�PHQWLRQHG�KHUH�LQ�WKH�VDPH�EUHDWK�ZLWK
EHOLHYLQJ� EHFDXVH� EDSWLVP� LV� LQWHJUDOO\� LQYROYHG� LQ�ZKDW� LW
PHDQV�WR�EHFRPH�D�GLVFLSOH�RI �&KULVW��7KHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�LQ
-HVXV·�GD\�ZKR�ZHUH�RQO\�ZLOOLQJ�WR�́ EHOLHYHµ�RQ�KLP�VHFUHWO\�
EHFDXVH�RI �WKH�IHDU�RI �PHQ�(John 12:42-43; 2:23-25)��,W�ZDV�WKH�FRVWO\
DQG�KXPEOLQJ�DFW�RI �EDSWLVP��KRZHYHU��WKDW�ZDV�RIWHQ�WKH�DFLG
WHVW�RI �ZKHWKHU�WKHLU�´IDLWKµ�ZDV�WUXH�VDYLQJ�IDLWK��RU�PHUH
PHQWDO� DVVHQW�� VXFK� DV� -DPHV�ZDUQHG� DJDLQVW� (James 2:14-26)�
%DSWLVP�LV�D�SXEOLF�FRQIHVVLRQ�RI�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��0DQ\

SHRSOH�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VD\�WKH\�EHOLHYH�LQ�-HVXV��\HW�WKH\�UHIXVH
WR�SXEOLFO\�LGHQWLI\�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�RQH�RI �KLV�RZQ��´+H�WKDW
EHOLHYHWK�DQG�LV�EDSWL]HG�VKDOO�EH�VDYHG�µ�1RWLFH�WKH�FRQWUDVW�
LQJ�SDUDOOHO��´+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�QRW�VKDOO�EH�GDPQHG�µ�&KULVW
GRHV�QRW�VD\��́ +H�WKDW�LV�QRW�EDSWL]HG�VKDOO�EH�GDPQHG�µ�:K\"
EHFDXVH�EDSWLVP�LV�QRW�WKH�FHQWUDO�LVVXH�LQ�VDOYDWLRQ³IDLWK�LV�

/RRN�FDUHIXOO\�DW�WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI �3DXO�(Acts 9,22,26)�DQG
ZKDW�$QDQLDV�VDLG��´$ULVH��DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG��DQG�ZDVK�DZD\
WK\�VLQV��FDOOLQJ�RQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/RUGµ�(Acts 22:16)��7KHUH�DUH
WKRVH�ZKR� LQVLVW� RQ� D� OLWHUDO� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� RI� WKLV� SKUDVH�
´:DVK� DZD\� WK\� VLQV�µ� 7KH\� DVVHUW� WKDW� EDSWLVP� GRHVQ·W
PHUHO\�V\PEROL]H�WKH�ZDVKLQJ�DZD\�RI �VLQV�E\�WKH�EORRG�RI
&KULVW�� EXW� WKDW� WKH�ZDWHUV�RI� EDSWLVP�DFWXDOO\�ZDVK�DZD\
WKRVH� VLQV��$V�ZLWK�&RUQHOLXV�� WKRXJK��3DXO�ZDV�DOUHDG\�D
FKLOG�RI�*RG�KDYLQJ�UHFHLYHG�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�WKH�6SLULW�EHIRUH
KH�ZDV�EDSWL]HG�(Acts 9:17)��´:DVK�DZD\�WK\�VLQVµ�LV�V\PEROLF
ODQJXDJH��QRW�WR�EH�WDNHQ�OLWHUDOO\�DQ\�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�ZRUGV�
´7KLV�LV�P\�ERG\µ�(Matt 26:26)��´,�DP�WKH�GRRUµ�(John 10:9)��´,�DP
WKH�YLQH��\H�DUH�WKH�EUDQFKHVµ�(John 15:5)�

´7KH�JRVSHO�RI �&KULVW…LV�WKH�SRZHU�RI �*RG�XQWR�VDOYD�
WLRQ�WR�HYHU\RQH�WKDW�EHOLHYHWKµ�(Rom 1:16)��7KDW�JRVSHO�DV�3DXO
SUHDFKHG� LW� UHTXLUHG� IDLWK� LQ� &KULVW·V� EORRG� SRXUHG� RXW� LQ
GHDWK�IRU�RXU�VLQV�RQ�WKH�FURVV�DQG�VDLG�QRWKLQJ�DERXW�EDS�
WLVP��7R�SUHDFK�EDSWLVPDO�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�LV� WR�SUHDFK�D�IDOVH
JRVSHO�WKDW�FDQQRW�VDYH��ZKLFK�LV�ZK\�3DXO�FXUVHG�WKRVH�ZKR
GLG�VR�(Gal 1:6-9)��7KH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�DORQH
DQG�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�SOXV�EDSWLVP�KDV�HWHUQDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�q
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&RQFLOLDU�'RFXPHQWV��$XVWLQ�)ODQQHU\��2�3���*HQHUDO�(GLWRU��&RVWHOOR�3XEOLVKLQJ
&R��������UHY��HG��������(3)�,ELG������(4)�&DWHFKLVP�RI �WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��7KH
:DQGHUHU�3UHVV�����������������(5)�7UHQW��RS��FLW������������(6)�&RGH�RI �&DQRQ
/DZ��3DXOLVW�3UHVV����������������

Can  Good  Works  and  Rituals  Really  Save  You?
Salvation  According  to  Rome

Redefining Sin�7KH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�UHGHILQHV�VLQ�E\
GLYLGLQJ�LW�LQWR�WZR�FDWHJRULHV��0RUWDO�VLQ�LV�VLQ�RQO\�-HVXV�FDQ
DWRQH��SD\��IRU��9HQLDO�VLQV�DUH�OHVVHU�VLQV�PDQ�PXVW�DWRQH�IRU�LQ
SXUJDWRU\�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�SXULILFDWLRQ�EHIRUH�KH�FDQ�HQWHU�KHDYHQ�

What is an Indulgence?�´,QGXOJHQFHµ�LV�D�&DWKROLF�WHUP
QRW�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��7KH�9DWLFDQ�GHILQHV�LW�DV�́ WKH�WDNLQJ�DZD\
RI�WKH�WHPSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW�GXH�WR�VLQµ� (Vatican II�Flannery p70)�
7HPSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW� LV�GHILQHG�DV�VXIIHULQJ�LQ�WKH�ILUHV�RI
SXUJDWRU\�IRU�YHQLDO��OHVVHU��VLQV��7KURXJK�SHUIRUPLQJ�FHUWDLQ
ULWXDOV�RU�ZRUNV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�VSHFLILF�9DWLFDQ�UXOHV��&DWKROLFV
PD\�REWDLQ�DQ� LQGXOJHQFH�ZKLFK� OHVVHQV� WKH� WLPH� VSHQW� LQ
SXUJDWRU\��7KH�DPRXQW�RI�WHPSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW�WKDW�LV�WDNHQ

-RHYPKIRGIW



DZD\�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�YDOXH�RI �WKH�DFW�(Vatican II, pp74-75)��7KH
&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�VD\V�WKH�SULPDU\�SXUSRVH�IRU�JUDQWLQJ�LQGXO�
JHQFHV�LV�WR�´KHOS�WKH�IDLWKIXO�H[SLDWH�WKHLU�VLQVµ�(Vatican II, p71)�

Where Does Forgiveness Come From?�7KH�3RSH�LV
VDLG�WR�KDYH�WKH�DXWKRULW\�DQG�SRZHU�WR�GLVSHQVH�WKHVH�LQGXO�
JHQFHV�WR�&DWKROLFV�IURP�D�WUHDVXU\�RI �PHULW��7KLV�LQYLVLEOH
WUHDVXU\�FRQWDLQV�WKH�LQILQLWH�PHULWV�RI �&KULVW��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH
PHULWV� RI � 0DU\� DQG� WKH� VDLQWV�� 7KH\� DUH� WUXO\� LPPHQVH�
XQIDWKRPDEOH��DQG�HYHQ�SULVWLQH�LQ�WKHLU�YDOXH�EHIRUH�*RG��,Q
WKH�WUHDVXU\��WRR��DUH�WKH�SUD\HUV�DQG�JRRG�ZRUNV�RI�WKH�VDLQWV�
DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�IROORZHG�LQ�WKH�IRRWVWHSV�RI�&KULVW�WKH�/RUG
DQG�E\�KLV�JUDFH�KDYH�PDGH�WKHLU�OLYHV�KRO\�DQG�FDUULHG�RXW
WKH�PLVVLRQ�WKH�)DWKHU�HQWUXVWHG�WR�WKHP��&DWKROLFV�´LQ�WKLV
ZD\�DWWDLQ�WKHLU�RZQ�VDOYDWLRQ�DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�FRRSHUDWH
LQ�VDYLQJ�WKHLU�EURWKHUVµ�(1994 Catholic Catechism�#1477)��

History of Indulgences�7KLV� WUDGLWLRQ� EHJDQ� LQ� WKH
PLGGOH�DJHV�ZKHQ�3RSH�8UEDQ�,,�SURPLVHG�D�SOHQDU\�LQGXO�
JHQFH�WR�DQ\RQH�ZKR�ZRXOG�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�&UXVDGHV��$W
ILUVW��RQO\�WKH�VLQV�RI �WKH�OLYLQJ�FRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�DZD\��EXW�LQ
�����3RSH�6L[WXV�,9�GHFODUHG�WKH\�FRXOG�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�VRXOV
LQ�SXUJDWRU\�DV�ZHOO��7KLV�EHJDQ�5RPH·V�ZRUNV�IRU�WKH�GHDG�
5HYHQXHV�IURP�WKH�VDOH�RI�LQGXOJHQFHV�KHOSHG�ILQDQFH�WKH�FRQ�
VWUXFWLRQ�RI�6W��3HWHU·V�%DVLOLFD�LQ�5RPH��7KLV�SXEOLF�VHOOLQJ
RI�LQGXOJHQFHV�RXWUDJHG�0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�DQG�VWDUWHG�WKH�5HI�
RUPDWLRQ�LQ�������$V�WKH�XVH�RI�LQGXOJHQFHV�VSUHDG��WKHUH�ZHUH
PDQ\�DEXVHV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�́ FROOHFWLRQ�RI�XQODZIXO�SURILWV�WKDW
EODVSKHPRXVO\� WRRN� DZD\� WKH� JRRG�QDPH�RI� LQGXOJHQFHVµ
(Vatican II, p71)��$V�D�UHVXOW��9DWLFDQ�,,�KDG�WR�VHW�XS�WZHQW\�QHZ�UXOHV
IRU�JUDQWLQJ�LQGXOJHQFHV��$Q�H[DPSOH�LV�5XOH����³´7KH�IDLWK�
IXO�ZKR�XVH�ZLWK�GHYRWLRQ�DQ�REMHFW�RI �SLHW\��FUXFLIL[��FURVV�
URVDU\��VFDSXODU��RU�PHGDO��DIWHU�LW�KDV�EHHQ�GXO\�EOHVVHG�E\
DQ\�SULHVW��FDQ�JDLQ�D�SDUWLDO�LQGXOJHQFH��%XW��LI �WKLV�REMHFW�RI
SLHW\�LV�EOHVVHG�E\�WKH�3RSH�RU�DQ\�ELVKRS��WKH�IDLWKIXO�ZKR
XVH�LW�ZLWK�GHYRWLRQ�FDQ�DOVR�JDLQ�D�SOHQDU\�LQGXOJHQFH�RQ�WKH
IHDVW�RI�WKH�$SRVWOH�3HWHU�DQG�3DXO��SURYLGHG�WKH\�PDNH�D�FRQ�
IHVVLRQ�RI �IDLWK�XVLQJ�DQ\�DSSURYHG�IRUPXODµ�(Vatican II, pp77-78)�

7KH�&RXQFLO�DOVR�UHGXFHG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI �SOHQDU\�LQGXO�
JHQFHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HVWHHP�WKHP�PRUH��UHDOL]LQJ�́ ZKDW�LV�RIIHUHG
WRR�DEXQGDQWO\�LV�QRW�VXIILFLHQWO\�DSSUHFLDWHGµ�(Vatican II, p75)�
9DWLFDQ� ,,� DOVR�DEROLVKHG� WKH� ODZV�ZKLFK�GHILQHG� WKH�H[DFW
QXPEHU�RI�GD\V�DQG�\HDUV�D�SHUVRQ�FRXOG�HVFDSH�WKH�ILUHV�RI
SXUJDWRU\�ZLWK�HDFK�LQGXOJHQFH��3ULRU�WR�9DWLFDQ�,,��&DWKROLFV
NQHZ�WKDW�VD\LQJ�WKH�URVDU\�ZRXOG�UHGXFH�WKH�WLPH�WKH\�RU
WKHLU�ORYHG�RQHV�KDG�WR�VSHQG�LQ�SXUJDWRU\��E\�VHYHQ�\HDUV�
3UHVHQWO\�� WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�WDNHV� LQGXOJHQFHV�YHU\�VHUL�
RXVO\��,W�´FRQGHPQV�ZLWK�DQDWKHPD�>HWHUQDO�FRQGHPQDWLRQ@
WKRVH�ZKR�VD\�WKDW�LQGXOJHQFHV�DUH�XVHOHVV�RU�WKDW�WKH�&KXUFK
GRHV�QRW�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�WR�JUDQW�WKHPµ�(Vatican II, p71)�

Biblical Truth Mixed with Catholic Error�7KHUH�DUH
PDQ\�&DWKROLF�WUDGLWLRQV�WKDW�QXOOLI\�WKH�:RUG�RI �*RG�DQG
GHQ\�WKH�VXIILFLHQF\�RI�&KULVW·V�DWRQHPHQW��EXW�QRQH�VR�IODJUDQW
DV�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�LQGXOJHQFHV³´)XOO�ZHOO�\H�UHMHFW�WKH�FRP�
PDQGPHQW�RI�*RG��WKDW�\H�PD\�NHHS�\RXU�RZQ�WUDGLWLRQµ�(Mark
7:9)��5RPH�VD\V�WKDW�&KULVW�FRPSOHWHO\�SDLG�WKH�HWHUQDO�SXQ�

LVKPHQW�IRU�VLQ��EXW�WKHQ�VWDWHV�D�WHPSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW�VWLOO
UHPDLQV�WR�EH�SDLG�E\�LQGXOJHQFHV��7KLV�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�D�IDWKHU
FRPSOHWHO\�SD\LQJ�RII�WKH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�GHEW�RI�KLV�VRQ·V�FDU�ORDQ
DQG�WKH�EDQN�LQVLVWLQJ�WKH�PRQWKO\�SD\PHQWV�PXVW�FRQWLQXH�

A Christian Response�7KRVH�ZKR�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�EH�
OLHYH�WKH�JRVSHO�NQRZ�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�D�IUHH�JLIW�IURP�*RG�
7KH�6FULSWXUHV�FOHDUO\�VWDWH�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�E\�JUDFH�DQG�QRW
RI�ZRUNV³´%\�JUDFH�DUH�\H�VDYHG�WKURXJK�IDLWK��DQG�WKDW�QRW
RI�\RXUVHOYHV��LW�LV�WKH�JLIW�RI �*RG��QRW�RI�ZRUNV��OHVW�DQ\�PDQ
VKRXOG�ERDVW…1RW�E\�ZRUNV�RI �ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH
GRQH��EXW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�PHUF\�KH�VDYHG�XVµ�(Eph 2:8-9; Titus
3:5)��*UDFH�PHDQV�D�IUHH�JLIW³´%HLQJ�MXVWLILHG�IUHHO\�E\�KLV
JUDFH…,�ZLOO�JLYH�XQWR�KLP�WKDW�LV�DWKLUVW�RI �WKH�IRXQWDLQ�RI
WKH�ZDWHU�RI �OLIH�IUHHO\µ�(Rom 3:24; Rev 21:6; 22:17)��´+R��HYHU\�RQH
WKDW� WKLUVWHWK�� FRPH�\H� WR� WKH�ZDWHUV�� DQG�KH� WKDW� KDWK�QR
PRQH\��FRPH�\H��EX\��DQG�HDW��\HD��FRPH��EX\�ZLQH�DQG�PLON
ZLWKRXW�PRQH\�DQG�ZLWKRXW�SULFHµ�(Isaiah 55:1)�

1R�RQH�FDQ�HDUQ�RU�EHFRPH�ZRUWK\�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��,W·V�JLYHQ
RQO\�WKURXJK�IDLWK��,QGXOJHQFHV�DUH�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�PDQ�ZKLFK
QXOOLI\�DQG�RSSRVH�*RG·V�ZD\�RI �VDOYDWLRQ��&KULVWLDQV�ZKR
KDYH� DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI � WKH�6FULSWXUHV� DUH�QRW� HDVLO\�GH�
FHLYHG��-HVXV�́ EDUH�RXU�VLQV�LQ�KLV�RZQ�ERG\�RQ�WKH�WUHHµ�(1 Peter
2:24)��,W�LV�DSSDOOLQJ�IRU�DQ\RQH�WR�GHYDOXH�WKH�SUHFLRXV�EORRG
RI�&KULVW�E\�VXEVWLWXWLQJ�LQGXOJHQFHV�DV�D�PHWKRG�RI �IRUJLYH�
QHVV�RI �VLQV��$Q\RQH�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�VD\LQJ�WKH�URVDU\�RU�NLVVLQJ
D�VFDSXOD�FDQ�DFFRPSOLVK�ZKDW�&KULVW�DFKLHYHG�E\�G\LQJ�RQ
WKH�FURVV�LV�ZRHIXOO\�EOLQG�WR�WKH�WUXWK�RI �WKH�JRVSHO�RI �JUDFH�

The Bible Speaks�(1)�7KH�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�YHQLDO�VLQ�FDXVHV
RQO\�´WHPSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQWµ�LV�DQ�HWHUQDOO\�IDWDO�GHFHSWLRQ�
$OO�VLQ��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�VPDOO��HDUQV�HWHUQDO�SXQLVKPHQW�DQG
VHSDUDWLRQ�IURP�*RG³´7KH�ZDJHV�RI �VLQ�LV�GHDWK…6LQ��ZKHQ
LW�LV�ILQLVKHG��EULQJHWK�IRUWK�GHDWK…7KH�VRXO�WKDW�VLQQHWK��LW
VKDOO�GLHµ�(Rom 6:23; James 1:15; Ezek 18:20; see also Isaiah 59:2; Gal 3:10)�

(2)�7KH�%LEOH�FOHDUO\�WHDFKHV�WKDW�WKH�SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�DQ\
VLQ�LV�HWHUQDO��QRW�WHPSRUDO��WHPSRUDU\���$V�ORQJ�DV�WKHUH�LV�D
´JUHDW�JXOI �IL[HGµ�(Luke 16:26)��QRW�RQH�VRXO�ZLOO�HYHU�SDVV�RXW�RI
WKH�´GHYRXULQJ�IODPHVµ�LQWR�*RG·V�SUHVHQFH��7KRVH�ZKR�GLH
LQ�DQ\�VLQ�ZLOO�EH�WKURZQ�LQWR�WKH�HWHUQDO�ODNH�RI �ILUH�(Rev 20:14)�

(3)�1RZKHUH�LQ�6FULSWXUH�GR�ZH�ILQG�D�WUHDVXU\�RI�KXPDQ
PHULW�ZKHUH�WKH�JRRG�GHHGV�RI�RWKHUV�FDQ�EH�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH
DFFRXQW�RI �DQRWKHU��6LQFH�QR�VXFK�WUHDVXU\�H[LVWV��WKH�JUDQWLQJ
RI�LQGXOJHQFHV�LV�D�YDLQ�GHOXVLRQ��6DOYDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�SXQLVK�
PHQW�RI �VLQ�FDQQRW�EH�ERXJKW��VROG��WUDQVIHUUHG��RU�HDUQHG�E\
PDQ³´1R�PDQ�FDQ�E\�DQ\�PHDQV�UHGHHP�KLV�EURWKHU�RU�JLYH
*RG�D�UDQVRP�IRU�KLP��IRU�WKH�UHGHPSWLRQ�RI�KLV�VRXO�LV�FRVWO\
DQG�KH�VKRXOG�FHDVH�WU\LQJ�IRUHYHUµ�(Psalm 49:7-8; see Ezek 18:20)�

(4)�,W�LV�XWWHUO\�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�DQ\�RQH�WR�DWRQH�IRU�KLV�RZQ
VLQV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VDWLVI\�WKH�ZUDWK�RI �*RG��2QO\�WKH�VDFULILFH
RI�WKH�LQILQLWH�&KULVW�FDQ�SD\�WKH�HWHUQDO�SXQLVKPHQW�*RG·V
MXVWLFH�GHPDQGV�IRU�VLQ³´2QFH�LQ�WKH�HQG�RI �WKH�ZRUOG�KDWK
KH�DSSHDUHG�WR�SXW�DZD\�VLQ�E\�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�KLPVHOI…6R
&KULVW�ZDV�RQFH�RIIHUHG�WR�EHDU�WKH�VLQV�RI �PDQ\…%XW�WKLV
PDQ��DIWHU�KH�KDG�RIIHUHG�RQH�VDFULILFH�IRU�VLQV�IRU�HYHU��VDW

GRZQ�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�RI �*RG…)RU�E\�RQH�RIIHULQJ�KH�KDWK
SHUIHFWHG�IRU�HYHU�WKHP�WKDW�DUH�VDQFWLILHGµ�(Heb 9:26,28; 10:12,14)�

(5)�,QGXOJHQFHV�QXPE�WKH�FRQVFLHQFHV�RI�PHQ�WR�WKH�VHUL�
RXVQHVV�RI�VLQ�DQG�LWV�GUHDGIXO�FRQVHTXHQFHV³´7KH�ZUDWK�RI
*RG�LV�UHYHDOHG�IURP�KHDYHQ�DJDLQVW�DOO�XQJRGOLQHVV�DQG�XQ�
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�PHQ…7KH�ZDJHV�RI�VLQ�LV�GHDWKµ�(Rom 1:18; 6:23)�

(6)�6LQQHUV�DUH�QRW�SXULILHG�E\�LQGXOJHQFHV�QRU�WKH�SXUJLQJ
ILUHV�RI �SXUJDWRU\��EXW�RQO\�E\�WKH�SUHFLRXV�EORRG�RI�&KULVW³
´:KR�JDYH�KLPVHOI �IRU�XV��WKDW�KH�PLJKW�UHGHHP�XV�IURP�DOO
LQLTXLW\…,Q�ZKRP�ZH�KDYH�UHGHPSWLRQ�WKURXJK�KLV�EORRG�
WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQV…:KHQ�KH�KDG�E\�KLPVHOI �SXUJHG�RXU
VLQV…<H�ZHUH�QRW�UHGHHPHG�ZLWK�FRUUXSWLEOH�WKLQJV��DV�VLOYHU
DQG�JROG…EXW�ZLWK�WKH�SUHFLRXV�EORRG�RI�&KULVWµ�(Titus 2:14; Eph
1:7; Heb 1:3; 1 Peter 1:18-19)�

(7)�,QGXOJHQFHV�DUH�QRWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�D�IRUP�RI�6LPRQ\³
WKH�VHOOLQJ�RI �WKH�JUDFH�RI�*RG�(Acts 8:18-24)��$Q\RQH�ZKR�JUDQWV
LQGXOJHQFHV�XVXUSV�WKH�SODFH�RI�*RG��+H�DORQH�FDQ�WDNH�DZD\
WKH�SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�VLQ³´7KH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�FOHDQVHWK
XV�IURP�DOO�VLQ…,I �ZH�FRQIHVV�RXU�VLQV��KH�LV�IDLWKIXO�DQG�MXVW
WR�IRUJLYH�XV�RXU�VLQV��DQG�WR�FOHDQVH�XV�IURP�DOO�XQULJKWHRXV�
QHVVµ�(1 John 1:7,9)�

(8)�3HWHU�ZDUQHG� WKDW� WKHUH�ZRXOG�DULVH�´IDOVH� WHDFKHUV
DPRQJ�\RX��ZKR�SULYLO\�VKDOO�EULQJ�LQ�GDPQDEOH�KHUHVLHV…
$QG�PDQ\�VKDOO�IROORZ�WKHLU�SHUQLFLRXV�ZD\V��E\�UHDVRQ�RI
ZKRP�WKH�ZD\�RI�WUXWK�VKDOO�EH�HYLO�VSRNHQ�RI��$QG�WKURXJK
FRYHWRXVQHVV�VKDOO�WKH\�ZLWK�IHLJQHG�ZRUGV�PDNH�PHUFKDQ�
GLVH�RI�\RXµ�(2 Peter 2:1-3; see Matt 23:14)�

7KH�IDOVH�JRVSHO�RI �LQGXOJHQFHV�KDV�EURXJKW�VKDPH��ULGL�
FXOH��DQG�FRQWHPSW�WR�WKH�QDPH�RI �&KULVW��,QGXOJHQFHV�KDYH
XQPHUFLIXOO\�UREEHG�WKH�SRRU�DQG�GHFHLYHG�WKHP�ZLWK�D�IDOVH
KRSH��OHDYLQJ�WKHP�WR�GLH�LQ�WKHLU�VLQV��$PHULFDQ�&DWKROLFV
PD\� GHQ\� WKLV� SUDFWLFH� FRQWLQXHV�� EXW� LQ� 5RPDQ�&DWKROLF
&KXUFK�EXOOHWLQV��LQGXOJHQFHV�DUH�RIIHUHG�WKURXJK�0DVVHV�IRU
WKH� UHOHDVH�RI� VRXOV� IURP�SXUJDWRU\� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�ZRUOG�
0RVW�PRUWXDULHV�KDYH�0DVV�FDUGV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�0DVVHV�WR�EH
SHUIRUPHG� IRU� WKH�GHDG��&DWKROLF� FOHUJ\� VKRXOG� WDNH�KHHG�
´7KH�JHWWLQJ�RI �WUHDVXUHV�E\�D�O\LQJ�WRQJXH�LV�D�YDQLW\�WRVVHG
WR�DQG�IUR�RI �WKHP�WKDW�VHHN�GHDWKµ�(Prov 21:6)�

&DWKROLFV�WU\LQJ�WR�REWDLQ�WKH�PHUF\�RI�*RG�ZLWK�PRQH\
VKRXOG�OLVWHQ�WR�ZKDW�3HWHU�WROG�6LPRQ�ZKR�WULHG�WR�GR�WKH
VDPH³´7K\� PRQH\� SHULVK� ZLWK� WKHH�� EHFDXVH� WKRX� KDVW
WKRXJKW�WKDW�WKH�JLIW�RI �*RG�PD\�EH�SXUFKDVHG�ZLWK�PRQH\�
7KRX�KDVW�QHLWKHU�SDUW�QRU�ORW�LQ�WKLV�PDWWHU��IRU�WK\�KHDUW�LV
QRW� ULJKW� LQ� WKH�VLJKW�RI�*RG��5HSHQW� WKHUHIRUH�RI� WKLV� WK\
ZLFNHGQHVV��DQG�SUD\�*RG��LI �SHUKDSV�WKH�WKRXJKW�RI �WKLQH
KHDUW�PD\�EH�IRUJLYHQ�WKHHµ�(Acts 8:20-22)��

Q0QVJKPI�KP�O[�JCPFU�+�DTKPI��UKORN[�VQ�VJ[�ETQUU�+�ENKPI�
0CMGF��NQQM�VQ�VJGG�HQT�FTGUU��JGNRNGUU��EQOG�VQ�VJGG�HQT�ITCEG�

$NCEM��+�VQ�VJG�HQWPVCKP�HN[��YCUJ�OG��5CXKQT��QT�+�FKG�R

%0.*/*$"�'3&&�13&44�� Box�2l68, Roseau, Dominica, West Indies 

&KULVW�FRPPDQGHG�KLV�RULJLQDO�GLVFLSOHV�WR�JR�LQWR�DOO
WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�SUHDFK�WKH�JRVSHO�(Mark 16:15)��7KRVH�RI
HYHU\�QDWLRQ�ZKR�EHOLHYHG�LQ�&KULVW�DV�WKHLU�/RUG�DQG

6DYLRU�ZHUH�WR�EH�EDSWL]HG�́ LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�)DWKHU��DQG�RI
WKH�6RQ��DQG�RI�WKH�+RO\�*KRVWµ�(Matt 28:19)��%DSWLVP�LQ�WKH
HDUO\�FKXUFK�ZDV�E\�LPPHUVLRQ��´7KH\�ZHQW�GRZQ�ERWK�LQWR
WKH�ZDWHU…ZKHQ� WKH\�ZHUH�FRPH�XS�RXW�RI� WKH�ZDWHUµ� (Acts
8:38-39; see Matt 3:16)�� :K\"� %HFDXVH� EDSWLVP� V\PEROL]HV� WKH
EHOLHYHU·V�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW�LQ�KLV�GHDWK��EXULDO�DQG
UHVXUUHFWLRQ��́ :H�DUH�EXULHG�ZLWK�KLP�E\�EDSWLVP�LQWR�GHDWK�
WKDW� OLNH� DV� &KULVW� ZDV� UDLVHG� XS� IURP� WKH� GHDG…ZH� DOVR
VKRXOG�ZDON�LQ�QHZQHVV�RI �OLIHµ�(Rom 6:4; Col 2:12)�

8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� YDULRXV� LQQRYDWLRQV� DQG� KHUHVLHV� ZHUH
JUDGXDOO\� LQWURGXFHG� UHJDUGLQJ� EDSWLVP�� WKDW� RQH�PXVW� EH
EDSWL]HG�WR�EH�VDYHG��LQGHHG��WKDW�EDSWLVP�LWVHOI �VDYHV�WKH�VRXO�
HYHQ�ZKHQ�DGPLQLVWHUHG� WR� LQIDQWV��7KHVH�KHUHVLHV�EHFDPH
NQRZQ�DV�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�EDSWLVPDO�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��0RVW�SHRSOH
ZKR�KROG�WKHVH�EHOLHIV� WRGD\�DUH�QRW�DZDUH�WKDW�WKH\�RULJL�
QDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV�

7KH�&RXQFLO� RI � 7UHQW� (1545-63)� VWDWHG� WKDW�ZKLOH� &KULVW
´PHULWHG� IRU�XV� MXVWLILFDWLRQ�E\�KLV�PRVW�KRO\�SDVVLRQ…WKH
LQVWUXPHQWDO�FDXVH�>RI�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�UHJHQHUDWLRQ@�LV�WKH�VDF�
UDPHQW� RI � EDSWLVP…,I � DQ\RQH� VD\V� WKDW� EDSWLVP� LV…QRW
QHFHVVDU\� IRU� VDOYDWLRQ�� OHW� KLP�EH� DQDWKHPD�··1�9DWLFDQ� ,,
(1962-65)�UHFRQILUPV�DOO�RI �7UHQW2�DQG�UHLWHUDWHV�WKH�QHFHVVLW\
RI�EDSWLVP�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�3�DV�GRHV�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�&DWHFKLVP� RI
WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�UHOHDVHG�E\�WKH�9DWLFDQ�LQ�������´%DSWLVP
LV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ…WKH�&KXUFK�GRHV�QRW�NQRZ�RI�DQ\
>RWKHU@�PHDQV…WKDW�DVVXUHV�HQWU\�LQWR�HWHUQDO�EHDWLWXGH…··4

7UHQW�DQDWKHPDWL]HV�DOO�ZKR�GHQ\�WKDW�́ WKH�PHULW�RI �-HVXV
&KULVW�LV�DSSOLHG…WR�LQIDQWV�E\�WKH�VDFUDPHQW�RI �EDSWLVPµ�RU
ZKR�GHQ\�WKDW�E\�EDSWLVP�´WKH�JXLOW�RI �RULJLQDO�VLQ�LV�UHPLW�
WHG…··5�7RGD\·V�&RGH�RI �&DQRQ�/DZ� (Canon 849)� GHFODUHV� WKDW
WKRVH�EDSWL]HG�DUH�WKHUHE\�´IUHHG�IURP�WKHLU�VLQV��DUH�UHERUQ
DV� FKLOGUHQ� RI � *RG� DQG…LQFRUSRUDWHG� LQWR� WKH� &KXUFK�µ
&DQRQ����� VWDWHV��´7KH�&KULVWLDQ� IDLWKIXO�DUH� WKRVH�ZKR…

KDYH�EHHQ�LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQWR�&KULVW�WKURXJK�EDSWLVPµ�DQG�DUH
WKHUHE\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�RQH��WUXH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�6

)RU�FHQWXULHV�EHIRUH� WKH�5HIRUPDWLRQ��EDSWLVPDO�UHJHQ�
HUDWLRQ�ZDV�UHMHFWHG�E\�%LEOH�EHOLHYLQJ�&KULVWLDQV��ZKRP�WKH
5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�WKHUHIRUH�SHUVHFXWHG��WRUWXUHG�DQG
VODXJKWHUHG� E\� WKH� PLOOLRQV�� 1RQ�&DWKROLFV� WDXJKW� IURP
6FULSWXUH�WKDW�EDSWLVP�ZDV�RQO\�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�EHOLHYHG
WKH� JRVSHO�� ´7HDFK� DOO� QDWLRQV…EDSWL]LQJ� WKHP� >ZKR�KDYH
EHOLHYHG@µ�(Matt 28:19)��́ 7KHQ�WKH\�WKDW�JODGO\�UHFHLYHG�KLV�ZRUG
ZHUH�EDSWL]HGµ� (Acts 2:41)��´:KDW�GRWK�KLQGHU�PH�WR�EH�EDS�
WL]HG"…,I �WKRX�EHOLHYHVW�>LQ�&KULVW@�ZLWK�DOO�WKLQH�KHDUW��WKRX
PD\HVWµ�(Acts 8:35-37)��,QIDQWV�FDQ·W�EHOLHYH�LQ�&KULVW�

�&ETXMWQEP�6IKIRIVEXMSR"


