
KHDGHG� IRU� KHOO� IURP� IXQGDPHQWDOLVW
FKXUFK�SHZV�ZLWK�D�%LEOH�LQ�WKHLU�KDQG�DQG
D�SUD\HU� RQ� WKHLU� OLSV��0DQ\� RWKHUV� KDYH
EHFRPH� GLVLOOXVLRQHG�ZLWK� DOO� WKH� K\SRF�
ULV\��DQG�KDYH�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKHUH¶V�UHDOO\
QRWKLQJ�WR�WKLV�³ERUQ�DJDLQ �́VWXII�DIWHU�DOO�

TRUTH TURNED TO ERROR
%XW� GRHVQ¶W� WKH� %LEOH� WHDFK� WKDW� PHQ

PXVW�EH�ERUQ�DJDLQ"�:DV�WKLV�QRW�DQ�DEVR�
OXWHO\� IXQGDPHQWDO� WHDFKLQJ�RI�RXU�/RUG�
KLV�DSRVWOHV��DQG�WKH�&KXUFK�GRZQ�WKURXJK
WKH�DJHV"�<HV��RI�FRXUVH�LW�ZDV��DQG�ZLWKRXW
WKLV�WKHUH�LV�QR�WUXH�&KULVWLDQLW\��%XW�HUURU
FORDNHG�LQ�ELEOLFDO�WHUPV�LV�VWLOO�HUURU�

,Q� WKH� FDVH� RI� WKH� FXUUHQW� ERUQ�DJDLQ
PRYHPHQW��VFULSWXUDO�WHUPLQRORJ\�LV�EHLQJ
XVHG�WR�WHDFK�MXVW�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�LWV�RULJLQDO
PHDQLQJ��7KH�JUHDW�GRFWULQH�RI�PDQ¶V�QHHG
IRU�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��WKH�PLUDFXORXV�QHZ�ELUWK�
LV�EHLQJ�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�GHQLHV�WKH
YHU\�SRLQW�LW�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�WHDFK��6LPSO\
VWDWHG�WKH�HUURU�LV�WKLV²WKDW�PHQ�DUH�ERUQ
DJDLQ�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH\�GR��7KLV
VRPHWKLQJ�PD\�EH�³JRLQJ�IRUZDUG´�DW�WKH
FORVH�RI�DQ�HYDQJHOLVWLF�VHUYLFH��UHSHDWLQJ�D
³VLQQHU¶V�SUD\HU� �́RU�PDNLQJ�D�³GHFLVLRQ´
IRU�&KULVW��:KDWHYHU�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQW�WKDW
LV�SXW�EHIRUH�WKH�VLQQHU��WKH�LPSUHVVLRQ�LV
JLYHQ� WKDW� VLQIXO�PDQ� KLPVHOI� LV� WKH� RQH
ZKR�EULQJV�DERXW�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�

7KH�VDG�UHVXOWV�RI�VXFK�D�WHDFKLQJ�FDQ
EH�VHHQ�DOO�DURXQG�XV��(YDQJHOLVWV�ZKR�EH�
OLHYH�WKDW�PHQ�³GHDG�LQ�VLQ �́(Eph 2:1)�FDQ�DQG
ZLOO�WXUQ�WR�*RG�LI�WKH�ULJKW�NLQG�RI�HPR�
WLRQDO� DQG� SV\FKRORJLFDO� LQGXFHPHQW� LV
SUHVHQWHG��SXVK�DQG�SUHVVXUH� ORVW�SHRSOH
LQWR�PDNLQJ�³GHFLVLRQV� �́:KDWHYHU�LV�QHF�
HVVDU\� WR�JHW�SHRSOH� WR� FRPH� IRUZDUG�� RU
UDLVH�WKHLU�KDQG��RU�VLJQ�D�FDUG�LV�WULHG�E\
WRGD\¶V� VR�FDOOHG� ³VRXO� ZLQQHUV�´� +LJKO\
HPRWLRQDO� PHHWLQJV�� SURORQJHG� DSSHDOV�
DQG� HYHQ� WKH� GHFHLWIXO� WDFWLF� RI� KDYLQJ
FRXQVHORUV�VWUDWHJLFDOO\�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�DXGL�
HQFH� WR� FRPH� IRUZDUG� DW� WKH� WLPH� RI� WKH
³DSSHDO´²DOO�DUH�PHUHO\�WKH�WHFKQLTXHV�RI
FURZG�SV\FKRORJ\�

7KRVH�ZKR�GR�FRPH�IRUZDUG�DQG�UHSHDW
D� SUD\HU� DIWHU� WKH� HYDQJHOLVW� DUH� WKHQ
FRDFKHG�LQWR�EHOLHYLQJ�WKDW�*RG�KDV�FRPH
LQWR� WKHLU� OLYHV�� DQG� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� QRZ
³VDYHG´� DQG� ³ERUQ� DJDLQ�´� 'HHS� GRZQ�

WKRXJK��WKH\�NQRZ�QRWKLQJ�KDV�UHDOO\�KDS�
SHQHG��7KHUH�KDV�EHHQ�QR�PLUDFOH��7KH�SHU�
VRQ�PD\�JLYH�PHQWDO�DVVHQW�WR�WKH�GRFWULQH
RI�WKH�QHZ�ELUWK�DQG�WU\�WR�UHMRLFH�LQ�LW��EXW
WKHUH� KDV� EHHQ� QR� VXSHUQDWXUDO� SDVVLQJ
IURP�GHDWK�XQWR�OLIH�(Eph 2:4-5)��7KLV�LV�ZK\
PRVW�RI�WKH�³FRQYHUWV �́RI�WKLV�NLQG�RI�ERUQ�
DJDLQLVP�VKRZ�QR� UHDO�]HDO� IRU�*RG��DQG
PDQ\� IDOO� DZD\� FRPSOHWHO\�� DIWHU� RQO\� D
PRQWK�RU�WZR��6R�LW¶V�QRW�VWUDQJH�WKDW�ZH
RIWHQ�VHH�TXLWH�D�IHZ�RI�WKHVH�VDPH�SHUVRQV
FRPLQJ�IRUZDUG�DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ�UHSHDWLQJ
�PLPLFNLQJ��WKH�VDPH�HPSW\�SUD\HU�

7KDW�VRPH�SHRSOH�DUH�EURXJKW�LQWR�WKH
NLQJGRP� LQ� WKHVH� VLWXDWLRQV� LV� QR� GRXEW
WUXH��%XW�LW�LV�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKHVH�PHWKRGV��QRW
EHFDXVH�RI�WKHP��,I�ZH�WXUQ�WR�WKH�6FULSWXUH
PRVW�RIWHQ�TXRWHG�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�QHZ�ELUWK�
ZH�ILQG�WKH�/RUG�WHDFKLQJ�MXVW�WKH�RSSRVLWH
RI�ZKDW�LV�SRSXODU�WRGD\�
��YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN��

-HVXV�WROG�1LFRGHPXV��³<H�PXVW�EH�ERUQ
DJDLQ �́(John 3:7)��:KDW�GLG�KH�PHDQ�E\�WKDW"
)LUVW�RI�DOO��LW�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDV
QRW�WHOOLQJ�1LFRGHPXV�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ��³<H�PXVW
EH� ERUQ� DJDLQ´�ZDV� QRW� D� FRPPDQG� WKDW
1LFRGHPXV�ZDV� WR�REH\�� LW�ZDV� VLPSO\� D
VWDWHPHQW�RI�IDFW��1LFRGHPXV��LQ�KLV�EOLQG�
QHVV�� PLVXQGHUVWRRG� WKLV� VWDWHPHQW� DQG
DVNHG�KRZ�DQ\RQH�FRXOG�GR�VXFK�D�WKLQJ�DV
WKDW��³+RZ�FDQ�D�PDQ�EH�ERUQ�ZKHQ�KH�LV
ROG"�&DQ�KH�HQWHU�WKH�VHFRQG�WLPH�LQWR�KLV
PRWKHU¶V�ZRPE��DQG�EH�ERUQ" �́(v 4)��7R�WKLV�
-HVXV�VDLG�LQ�HIIHFW��³,¶P�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH
6SLULW� RI� *RG� FRPLQJ� DQG� PLUDFXORXVO\
JHQHUDWLQJ�OLIH�LQ�\RX��<RX�EHLQJ�IOHVK�FDQ
RQO\�SURGXFH�IOHVK��2QO\�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG
FDQ�SURGXFH� WKH� VSLULWXDO� ELUWK�\RX�PXVW
KDYH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQWHU�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG�
DQG�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�EORZV��EUHDWKHV�OLIH�
ZKHUH�KH�SOHDVHV �́(vv 6-8)�

7KH�PHVVDJH�DQG�PHWKRGV�RI�PRGHUQ
HYDQJHOLVP�DUH�FRQVSLFXRXVO\�DEVHQW�LQ�WKLV
DFFRXQW��7KH�/RUG�GLG�QRW�JLYH�1LFRGHPXV
³)RXU�6SLULWXDO�/DZV´�RU�DQ\�LQVWUXFWLRQV�RQ
³+RZ� WR� EH� %RUQ� $JDLQ´�� DQG� KH� FHUWDLQO\
XVHG�QR�PDQLSXODWLYH�WULFNV��+H�ZDV�FRQ�
FHUQHG�WR�HPSKDVL]H�MXVW�RQH�WKLQJ��5HJHQ�
HUDWLRQ�LV�D�PLUDFXORXV�ZRUN�RI �*RG·V�6SLULW�

:H�PXVW�WHOO�PHQ�WR�WXUQ�IURP�WKHLU�VLQV
DQG�EHOLHYH�WKH�JRVSHO��EXW�LQ�GRLQJ�WKLV�ZH

VKRXOG�UHDOL]H�WKDW�ZKHQ�D�PDQ�GRHV�UHSHQW
DQG�EHOLHYH��LW� LV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�*RG¶V�SULRU
UHJHQHUDWLYH�ZRUN�ZLWKLQ�KLP��,I�WKLV�ZHUH
QRW�WKH�FDVH��LI�PDQ�PXVW�DFWXDOO\�LQLWLDWH
KLV�RZQ�VDOYDWLRQ��WKHQ�LW�ZRXOG�EH�LPSRV�
VLEOH�WR�HVFDSH�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�PHQ�GR
QRW�QHHG�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�DW�DOO��EXW�SRVVHVV
LQ� WKHPVHOYHV� DQ� LQQDWH� JRRGQHVV�ZKLFK
FDXVHV�WKHP�WR�VHHN�DIWHU�*RG��7KRXJK�LW
EH�HYHU�VR�VOLJKW��WKLV�JRRGQHVV�LV�WKHQ�WKH
XOWLPDWH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�RQH�PDQ�LV�VDYHG�DQG
DQRWKHU�LV�ORVW��%XW�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�WHDFKHV
H[DFWO\�WKH�RSSRVLWH��³7KHUH�LV�QRQH�ULJKW�
HRXV��QR��QRW�RQH��WKHUH�LV�QRQH�WKDW�XQGHU�
VWDQGHWK�� WKHUH� LV� QRQH� WKDW� VHHNHWK� DIWHU
*RG…WKHUH� LV� QRQH� WKDW� GRHWK� JRRG�� QR�
QRW�RQH �́(Rom 3:10-12)�

7KLV�SODLQO\�VKRZV�WKHUH�LV�QR�³VSDUN�RI
JRRGQHVV´� LQ�PDQ� WKDW� FDXVHV� KLP� WR� UH�
VSRQG�WR�WKH�JRVSHO��,Q�IDFW��PDQ��EOLQGHG
E\�VLQ�DQG�6DWDQ��GRHV�QRW�HYHQ�XQGHUVWDQG
WKH�JRVSHO��³,I�RXU�JRVSHO�EH�KLG��LW�LV�KLG�WR
WKHP�WKDW�DUH�ORVW��LQ�ZKRP�WKH�JRG�RI�WKLV
ZRUOG� KDWK� EOLQGHG� WKH� PLQGV� RI� WKHP
ZKLFK�EHOLHYH�QRW´�(2 Cor 4:3-4)��³7KH�QDWXUDO
PDQ�UHFHLYHWK�QRW�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�WKH�6SLULW�RI
*RG�� IRU� WKH\� DUH� IRROLVKQHVV� XQWR� KLP�
QHLWKHU�FDQ�KH�NQRZ�WKHP��EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH
VSLULWXDOO\�GLVFHUQHG´�(1 Cor 2:14)�

$Q� XQVDYHG�PDQ� LV� LQ� WRWDO� UHEHOOLRQ
DJDLQVW� *RG� DQG� KLV� WUXWK�� ³7KH� FDUQDO
PLQG� LV� HQPLW\� DJDLQVW� *RG´� (Rom 8:7)�� ,I
UHJHQHUDWLRQ� ZHUH� FRQWLQJHQW� XSRQ� PDQ
ILUVW�GHVLULQJ�*RG��QR�RQH�ZRXOG�HYHU�EH
ERUQ�DJDLQ��IRU�³WKHUH�LV�QRQH�WKDW�VHHNHWK�DIWHU
*RG� �́0RUHRYHU��LI�PDQ�PXVW�XOWLPDWHO\�EH
JLYHQ�FUHGLW�IRU�FRPLQJ�WR�*RG��&KULVWLDQ�
LW\� LV� WXUQHG� LQWR� MXVW� RQH� PRUH� RI� WKLV
ZRUOG¶V� PDQ�FHQWHUHG� UHOLJLRQV� RU� FXOWV
ZKLFK� WHDFK� VDOYDWLRQ� E\� ZRUNV�� $OO� VXFK
PDQ�FHQWHUHG� V\VWHPV� RIIHU� D� IDOVH� KRSH�
IRU�LW¶V�VLPSO\�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�VLQIXO�PDQ�WR
PDNH�KLPVHOI�³GLIIHUHQW´�WKDQ�KH�LV�(see 1 Cor
4:7)²KH�QHHGV�D�QHZ�KHDUW��KH�QHHGV�WR�EH
³ERUQ� DJDLQ�´²HYHQ� DV� &KDUOHV� :HVOH\
ZURWH�LQ�WKDW�JUHDW�K\PQ�RI�WKH�IDLWK�

$QG�&DQ�,W�%H
.QPI�O[�KORTKUQPGF�URKTKV�NC[

(CUV�DQWPF�KP�UKP�CPF�PCVWTGOU�PKIJV�
6JKPG�G[G�FKHHWUGF�C�SWKEMGPKPI�TC[�

+�YQMG�M �VJG�FWPIGQP�HNCOGF�YKVJ�NKIJV�
/[�EJCKPU�HGNN�QHH��O[�JGCTV�YCU�HTGG�
+�TQUG��YGPV�HQTVJ��CPF�HQNNQYGF�6JGG�

,W� LV� WKLV�³TXLFNHQLQJ�UD\´�WKDW�PDNHV
WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�VRXO�RI�PDQ�EHWZHHQ
OLJKW�DQG�GDUNQHVV��EHWZHHQ�ORVW�DQG�VDYHG�
EHWZHHQ� IUHHGRP� DQG� ERQGDJH�� EHWZHHQ
OLIH�DQG�GHDWK�

<RX�PD\�SURWHVW� WKDW� WKLV�PDNHV�*RG
WKH�XOWLPDWH�GHWHUPLQHU�RI�ZKR�LV�VDYHG��7R
WKLV� WKH� DSRVWOHV� DQG� SURSKHWV� ZLWK� RQH
YRLFH�FU\��µµ$PHQ� �́³6DOYDWLRQ�LV�RI �WKH�/RUG´
(Jonah 2:9)��³,W�LV�QRW�RI�KLP�WKDW�ZLOOHWK��QRU
RI� KLP� WKDW� UXQQHWK�� EXW� RI� *RG� WKDW
VKHZHWK�PHUF\ �́(Rom 9:16)��7KH�DSRVWOH�-RKQ
VD\V� WKDW� &KULVWLDQV� ³ZHUH� ERUQ�� QRW…RI
WKH�ZLOO�RI�WKH�IOHVK��QRU�RI�WKH�ZLOO�RI�PDQ�
EXW�RI�*RG´�(John 1:13)��7KDW¶V�ZK\�ZH�SUDLVH
WKH�/RUG�ZKHQ�VRPHRQH�LV�FRQYHUWHG��:H
NQRZ�WKDW�*RG�KDV�JUDFLRXVO\�ZURXJKW�D
PLUDFOH²WKH�VRYHUHLJQ��VXSHUQDWXUDO�PLU�
DFOH�RI�WKH�QHZ�ELUWK�

7KLV�WUXWK�VKRXOG�JLYH�XV�FRQILGHQFH�WR
SUHVHQW�WKH�SXUH�JRVSHO��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�LW�LV
QRW� XS� WR� XV� WR� VRPHKRZ�PDQHXYHU� DQG
PDQLSXODWH�PHQ�LQWR�&KULVWLDQLW\��,W�VKRXOG
DOVR�EULQJ�XV�WR�RXU�NQHHV�EHIRUH�*RG�ZKR
LV� VRYHUHLJQ� LQ� VDOYDWLRQ��2QO\�KH�FDQ�UH�
PRYH� WKH� KHDUW� RI� VWRQH� DQG� JLYH� D� QHZ
KHDUW�� 2QO\� KH� FDQ� JLYH� OLIH� WR� WKH� GHDG�
2QO\�KH�GHVHUYHV� WKH�EOHVVLQJ��JORU\��DQG
KRQRU��³+H�WKDW�JORULHWK�� OHW�KLP�JORU\�LQ
WKH�/RUG �́(1 Cor 1:31)�

 ARE YOU BORN AGAIN"
$UH�\RX�ERUQ�DJDLQ"�,W�LV�QRW�HQRXJK�WR

UHSO\��³,�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�FKXUFK��DQG�,�VXSSRVH
,�DP� �́7KRXVDQGV�RI�SURIHVVLQJ�&KULVWLDQV
KDYH�QRQH�RI�WKH�PDUNV�DQG�VLJQV�RI�EHLQJ
ERUQ�DJDLQ�ZKLFK�DUH�JLYHQ�WR�XV�LQ�*RG¶V
:RUG�� :KDW� DUH� WKHVH� PDUNV"� 7KH\� DUH
OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�HSLVWOH�RI�-RKQ��7KH�DSRVWOH
JLYHV�XV�VL[�PDUNV�ZKHUHE\�ZH�FDQ�NQRZ
ZKHWKHU�ZH�KDYH�WUXO\�EHHQ�ERUQ�DJDLQ�

(1)�³:KRVRHYHU�LV�ERUQ�RI�*RG�GRWK�QRW
FRPPLW� VLQ…:KRVRHYHU� LV� ERUQ� RI� *RG
VLQQHWK�QRW´�(1 John 3:9; 5:18)��$�PDQ�WKDW�LV�ERUQ
DJDLQ�GRHV�QRW�FRPPLW�VLQ�DV�D�KDELW��+H�QR
ORQJHU� VLQV� ZLWK� KLV� KHDUW� DQG� ZLOO� DQG
ZKROH�LQFOLQDWLRQ��DV�DQ�XQUHJHQHUDWH�PDQ
GRHV��7KHUH�ZDV�SUREDEO\�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�KH
GLG�QRW�WKLQN�ZKHWKHU�KLV�DFWLRQV�ZHUH�VLQ�
IXO�RU�QRW��DQG�QHYHU�IHOW�JULHYHG�DIWHU�GRLQJ
HYLO��%XW�DOO�WKDW�KDV�FKDQJHG��1RZ�KH�KDWHV



VLQ��IOHHV�IURP�LW��ILJKWV�DJDLQVW�LW��PRXUQV
ZKHQ�KH�IDOOV�XQGHU�LWV�LQIOXHQFH��DQG�ORQJV
WR�EH�GHOLYHUHG�IURP�LW�DOWRJHWKHU�

(2)�³:KRVRHYHU�EHOLHYHWK�WKDW�-HVXV�LV
WKH�&KULVW�LV�ERUQ�RI�*RG´�(1 John 5:1)��$�PDQ
WKDW�LV�ERUQ�DJDLQ�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�WKH
RQO\�6DYLRXU�E\�ZKRP�KLV�VRXO�FDQ�EH�SDU�
GRQHG�� WKDW� KH� LV� WKH� GLYLQH� SHUVRQ� DS�
SRLQWHG� E\� *RG� WKH� )DWKHU� IRU� WKLV� YHU\
SXUSRVH�� DQG� WKDW� EHVLGH�KLP� WKHUH� LV�QR
6DYLRXU�DW�DOO�� ,Q�KLPVHOI�KH� VHHV�QRWKLQJ
EXW� XQZRUWKLQHVV�� EXW� LQ� &KULVW� KH� VHHV
JURXQG�IRU�WKH�IXOOHVW�FRQILGHQFH��DQG�WUXVW�
LQJ�LQ�KLP�KH�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�KLV�VLQV�DUH�DOO
IRUJLYHQ��+H�EHOLHYHV� WKDW� IRU� WKH� VDNH�RI
&KULVW¶V�ILQLVKHG�ZRUN��DQG�GHDWK�XSRQ�WKH
FURVV�� KH� LV� UHFNRQHG� ULJKWHRXV� LQ� *RG¶V
VLJKW��DQG�FDQ�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�GHDWK�DQG
MXGJPHQW�ZLWKRXW�DODUP�

(3)� ³(YHU\� RQH� WKDW� GRHWK� ULJKWHRXV�
QHVV�LV�ERUQ�RI�*RG´�(1 John 2:29)��$�PDQ�WKDW
LV�ERUQ�DJDLQ�LV�D�KRO\�PDQ��+H�HQGHDYRXUV
WR� OLYH�DFFRUGLQJ� WR�*RG¶V�ZLOO�� WR�GR� WKH
WKLQJV�WKDW�SOHDVH�*RG��+LV�GHVLUH�LV�WR�ORYH
*RG�ZLWK�DOO�RI�KLV�KHDUW��DQG�WR�ORYH�KLV
QHLJKERXU� DV� KLPVHOI�� +H� LV� FRQWLQXDOO\
ORRNLQJ�WR�&KULVW�DV�KLV�H[DPSOH�DV�ZHOO�DV
KLV� 6DYLRXU�� DQG� VKRZV� KLPVHOI� &KULVW¶V
IULHQG� E\� GRLQJ� ZKDWVRHYHU� &KULVW� FRP�
PDQGV�(John 15:14)�

(4)� ³:H� NQRZ� WKDW� ZH� KDYH� SDVVHG
IURP�GHDWK�XQWR�OLIH��EHFDXVH�ZH�ORYH�WKH
EUHWKUHQ´�(1 John 3:14)��$�PDQ�ZKR�LV�DOLYH�LQ
&KULVW�KDV�D�VSHFLDO�ORYH�IRU�DOO�WUXH�GLVFL�
SOHV�RI�&KULVW��/LNH�KLV�6DYLRXU��KH�ORYHV�WKH
ZRUVW�RI�VLQQHUV��DQG�FDQ�ZHHS�RYHU�WKHP�
EXW�KH�KDV�D�SHFXOLDU�ORYH�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH
LQ�&KULVW��$�WUXH�&KULVWLDQ�LV�QHYHU�VR�PXFK
DW�KRPH�DV�ZKHQ�KH�LV�LQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\�RI
RWKHU�EHOLHYHUV��2WKHUV�PD\�YDOXH�OHDUQLQJ�
ULFKHV�� RU� UDQN� LQ� VRFLHW\²WKH� UHJHQHUDWH
PDQ� YDOXHV� JUDFH�� 7KRVH� ZKR� KDYH� WKH
PRVW� JUDFH�� DQG� DUH�PRVW� OLNH�&KULVW�� DUH
WKRVH�KH�ORYHV�PRVW�

(5)� ³:KRVRHYHU� LV� ERUQ� RI�*RG�RYHU�
FRPHWK�WKH�ZRUOG´�(1 John 5:4)��$�PDQ�ERUQ�RI
*RG�RYHUFRPHV�WKH�ORYH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��+H
GRHVQ¶W�PDNH�WKLV�ZRUOG¶V�RSLQLRQV�KLV�UXOH
RI�ULJKW�DQG�ZURQJ��+H�GRHVQ¶W�PLQG�JRLQJ
DJDLQVW�WKH�VWUHDP�RI�WKLV�ZRUOG¶V�ZD\V�DQG
FXVWRPV�� +H� RYHUFRPHV� WKH� IHDU� RI� WKH

ZRUOG�� +H� LV� FRQWHQW� WR� GR�PDQ\� WKLQJV
ZKLFK� WKRVH� DURXQG� KLP� WKLQN� XQQHFHV�
VDU\��+H�LV�ULGLFXOHG��LW�GRHVQ¶W�PRYH�KLP�
+H�ORYHV�WKH�SUDLVH�RI�*RG�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH
SUDLVH�RI�PHQ��+H�KDV�FRXQWHG�WKH�FRVW��+H
LV�QR�ORQJHU�WKH�VHUYDQW�RI�IDVKLRQ�DQG�FXV�
WRP��+LV�ILUVW�DLP�LV�WR�SOHDVH�*RG�

(6)�³+H�WKDW�LV�EHJRWWHQ�RI�*RG�NHHSHWK
KLPVHOI �́ (1 John 5:18)��+H�ZKR�LV�EHJRWWHQ�RI
*RG� LV� YHU\� FDUHIXO� RI� KLV� RZQ� VRXO�� +H
HQGHDYRXUV�QRW�RQO\� WR�NHHS�FOHDU�RI�VLQ�
EXW�DOVR�WR�NHHS�FOHDU�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZKLFK
PD\�OHDG�WR�LW��+H�LV�FDUHIXO�DERXW�WKH�FRP�
SDQ\�KH�NHHSV��+H�LV�YHU\�FDUHIXO�RYHU�KLV
RZQ�EHKDYLRU��+H�NQRZV�WKDW�KLV�RZQ�KHDUW
LV�GHFHLWIXO��WKH�ZRUOG�LV�IXOO�RI�ZLFNHGQHVV�
DQG�WKH�GHYLO�LV�DOZD\V�ZRUNLQJ�WR�GR�KLP
KDUP��DQG��WKHUHIRUH��KH�ZRXOG�EH�DOZD\V
RQ�KLV�JXDUG��+H�GHVLUHV�WR�OLYH�OLNH�D�VROGLHU
LQ�HQHP\�WHUULWRU\��WR�ZHDU�KLV�DUPRU�FRQ�
WLQXDOO\��DQG�WR�EH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WHPSWDWLRQ�
+H¶V�ZDWFKIXO��KXPEOH��DQG�SUD\HUIXO�

7KH�DSRVWOH�-RKQ�SODFHV�WKHVH�VL[�PDUNV
EHIRUH�XV��:KDW�ZRXOG�KH�VD\�DERXW�\RX"
$UH�\RX�ERUQ�RI�*RG"�7KLV�LV�WKH�VFULSWXUDO
HYLGHQFH�RI�EHLQJ�ERUQ�DJDLQ��5HDG�WKHP
RYHU�DJDLQ��DQG�OD\�WKHP�WR�KHDUW�

7KHUH�LV�D�YDVW�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�GHSWK
DQG�GLVWLQFWQHVV�RI�WKHVH�PDUNV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW
SHRSOH��,Q�VRPH�WKH\�DUH�IDLQW��GLP��IHHEOH�
DQG�KDUGO\�WR�EH�GLVFHUQHG��,Q�RWKHUV�WKH\
DUH�EROG��VKDUS��FOHDU��SODLQ��DQG�XQPLVWDN�
DEOH��VR�WKDW�DQ\�RQH�PD\�GHWHFW�WKHP��%XW
WKHVH�DUH�WKH�VFULSWXUDO�PDUNV�WKDW�WKH�DSRV�
WOH�JLYHV�RI�WUXO\�EHLQJ�ERUQ�RI�*RG��+H�WHOOV
XV�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�LV�ERUQ�DJDLQ�

•• 'RHV�QRW�FRPPLW�VLQ
•• %HOLHYHV�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�WKH�&KULVW
•• 'RHV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV
•• /RYHV�WKH�EUHWKUHQ
•• 2YHUFRPHV�WKH�ZRUOG
•• .HHSV�KLPVHOI
:H�PXVW�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�RQO\�WKRVH�SHU�

VRQV� DUH� ERUQ� DJDLQ� ZKR� KDYH� WKHVH� VL[
PDUNV� DERXW� WKHP�� DQG� WKDW� DOO�PHQ�DQG
ZRPHQ�� UHJDUGOHVV�RI� WKHLU� UHOLJLRXV�SUR�
IHVVLRQ��ZKR�KDYH�QRW�WKHVH�PDUNV��DUH�QRW
ERUQ� DJDLQ��:KDW� ZRXOG� WKH� DSRVWOH� VD\
DERXW�\RX"�'R�\RX�KDYH�WKHVH�PDUNV"�$UH
\RX�ERUQ�DJDLQ"q

7KH�JRVSHO�RI �&KULVW�LV�JRRG�QHZV�RI �SDUGRQ
WR�WKH�JXLOW\��DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�DV�HTXDOO\�JXLOW\

EHIRUH�*RG�� ,W� UHYHDOV�DQ�DWRQHPHQW�VXIILFLHQW
IRU�DOO��DQG�HYHU\RQH�LV�FRPPDQGHG�WR�UHFHLYH�LW
DV�D�IDLWKIXO�VD\LQJ��WKDW�́ &KULVW�-HVXV�FDPH�LQWR
WKH�ZRUOG�WR�VDYH�VLQQHUVµ�(1 Tim 1:15)�

7KH� JRVSHO� LV� DGGUHVVHG� WR� WKRVH�ZKR� DUH
´IDU�IURP�ULJKWHRXVQHVVµ�(Isa 46:12)��ZKR�DUH�SRRU�
DQG�EOLQG��DQG�QDNHG��ZKR�KDYH�QR�PRQH\�WR
SXUFKDVH� VDOYDWLRQ�� QR� PHULW� WR� UHFRPPHQG
WKHP�WR�WKH�IDYRU�RI �*RG�(Isa 55:1; Luke 7:42)�

&KULVW� FDPH�QRW� WR� FDOO� WKH� ULJKWHRXV�� EXW
VLQQHUV� WR� UHSHQWDQFH� (Matt 9:13)�� ,I �ZH� DUH� QRW
VLQQHUV��ZH�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�JRVSHO�
DQG�LI �ZH�DUH�VLQQHUV��OHW�XV�QRW�UHMHFW�WKH�FRXQVHO
RI �*RG�DJDLQVW�RXUVHOYHV��E\�YDLQO\�VXSSRVLQJ
WKDW�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�XV�JLYHV�XV�D�SHFXOLDU�FODLP
WR�KLV�IDYRU��RU�E\�LPDJLQLQJ�WKDW�RXU�VLQV�DUH�WRR
JUHDW� WR� EH� IRUJLYHQ��7KH� WKLHI �XSRQ� WKH� FURVV
ZDV�VDYHG�E\�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV��DQG�QRQH�VKDOO�HQWHU
KHDYHQ�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�ZD\��2XU�RQO\�SOHD�LV�WKLV³
´*RG�EH�PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�D�VLQQHU�µ

$OWKRXJK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�DUH�VR�FOHDU�RQ�WKLV
VXEMHFW��LW� LV�D�VWXPEOLQJ�EORFN�DQG�IRROLVKQHVV
WR�WKH�JUHDW�ERG\�RI �WKRVH�ZKR�KHDU�WKH�JRVSHO�
,W�RIIHQGV�WKHLU�SULGH�WR�EH�SXW�XSRQ�D�OHYHO�ZLWK
WKH�RXWFDVWV�RI �VRFLHW\��VXUHO\��WKH\�WKLQN��VRPH
GLIIHUHQFH�ZLOO�EH�PDGH��EXW�WKH\�HUU��QRW�NQRZ�
LQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��QRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�PDOLJ�
QLW\�RI �VLQ�RU�WKH�JUDFH�RI �*RG�

7KH\� YLHZ� VDOYDWLRQ� DV� D� NLQG� RI � EDUJDLQ
ZKLFK�*RG�SURSRVHV�WR�PDNH�ZLWK�KLV�FUHDWXUHV�
WKDW�RQ�FHUWDLQ�FRQGLWLRQV�KH�ZLOO�DFFHSW�WKHP�
ZKLOH�LQ�IDFW�LW�LV�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI �UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�
HTXDOO\�DGGUHVVHG�WR�DOO�PDQNLQG��GHFODULQJ�WKDW
D�IXOO�DWRQHPHQW�IRU�VLQ�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�XSRQ�WKH
FURVV��DQG�LQYLWLQJ�HYHU\�VLQQHU�RI �$GDP·V�UDFH
LQVWDQWO\�WR�DSSURDFK�*RG�WKURXJK�&KULVW�

:KHQ�0RVHV� OLIWHG� XS� WKH� VHUSHQW� LQ� WKH
ZLOGHUQHVV��LW�ZDV�D�UHPHG\�HTXDOO\�DGDSWHG�IRU
DOO�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�ELWWHQ�(Num 21:8; John 3:14-15)��%\
ORRNLQJ� WR� WKH� VHUSHQW� WKH�SDWLHQW�ZDV�KHDOHG�
DQG�LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR� WKLV�HPEOHP��&KULVW�� LQGLV�
FULPLQDWHO\�DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�PDQNLQG��VD\V��́ /RRN
XQWR�PH�� DQG�EH�\H� VDYHG��DOO� WKH� HQGV�RI � WKH
HDUWK��IRU�,�DP�*RG��DQG�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�HOVHµ³
´D�MXVW�*RG�DQG�D�6DYLRXUµ�(Isa 45:21-22)�q

�WKH�JRVSHO�

%0.*/*$"�'3&&�13&44
Box 2l68, Roseau, Dominica, West Indies

7KHUH�LV�SOHQW\�RI�WDON�WRGD\�DERXW�WKH
UDSLG�JURZWK�RI� WKH�FXOWV²WKH� -HKR�

YDK¶V�:LWQHVVHV��WKH�0RUPRQV��WKH�6HYHQWK�
GD\�$GYHQWLVWV�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�JURXSV�DUH
PDNLQJ�FRQYHUWV�DW�DVWRXQGLQJ�UDWHV��<HW�
WKH�FRPELQHG�HIIHFW�RI�DOO� WKHVH�JURXSV�LV
RYHUVKDGRZHG�E\�D�PRYHPHQW�WKDW�LQ�WKH
ODVW� IHZ� \HDUV� KDV� JURZQ� E\� OHDSV� DQG
ERXQGV��7KH�DPD]LQJ�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�ZKDW
PLJKW�EH�FDOOHG�³ERUQ�DJDLQLVP �́LV�DIIHFWLQJ
DOO�VHFWRUV�RI�VRFLHW\��7KLV�ERUQ�DJDLQ�SKH�
QRPHQRQ�FRXOG�ZHOO�EH�YLHZHG�DV�WKH�IDVW�
HVW�JURZLQJ�FXOW�DURXQG�XV�

%RUQ�DJDLQLVP� KDV� SHUPHDWHG� IXQGD�
PHQWDOLVW� GHQRPLQDWLRQV� DV� OHDYHQ� LQ
GRXJK�� DQG� H[SDQGHG� LQWR� WKH� FXOWXUH� DW
ODUJH��&DQGLGDWHV�HVSRXVH�LW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JHW
YRWHV��HQWHUWDLQHUV�XVH�LW�WR�DWWUDFW�FURZGV�
VSRUWV�VXSHUVWDUV�SURFODLP�LW�WR�JLYH�UHVSHFW
WR�WKHLU�JDPH��DQG�WKH�EXVLQHVV�ZRUOG�SUR�
PRWHV�LW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�PRQH\��(YHQ�WKH
VHFXODU�SUHVV��UDGLR��DQG�79�KDYH�IRXQG�LW
IDVKLRQDEOH� WR� RFFDVLRQDOO\� VOLS� WKH� OLWWOH
ZRUGV�³ERUQ�DJDLQ �́LQWR�WKHLU�VSHHFK�DQG
SULQW��7KDW� WKH�ZRUOG� KDV� MXPSHG�RQ� WKH
ERUQ�DJDLQ�EDQGZDJRQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[SORLW
LW� LV� VDG� EXW� QRW� VXUSULVLQJ�� :H� UHDOO\
VKRXOGQ¶W� H[SHFW� DQ\WKLQJ� HOVH� IURP� WKH
VSLULWXDOO\�EOLQG�ZRUOGOLQJ��7KH�UHDO�WUDJ�
HG\� LV� WKDW� WKH�ZKROH�PHVV�ZDV�VSDZQHG
DQG� VSUHDG� E\� WKH� &KXUFK�� DQG� LV� QRZ
ODXGHG�DV�D�JUHDW�UHYLYDO�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�

7KH�WUXWK�LV�WKDW�PXFK�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\
HYDQJHOLFDOLVP�� OLNH� WKH� FKXUFK� RI� 6DUGLV�
DSSHDUV�WR�EH�DOLYH��EXW�LV�DFWXDOO\�GHDG�(Rev
3:1)�� $QG�ZH� FDQ¶W� EODPH� WKH� DWKHLVWV�� WKH
DJQRVWLFV��RU�WKH�OLEHUDOV�IRU�WKLV�FRQGLWLRQ�
1R��WKH�IDXOW�OLHV�ZLWK�WKH�VXSSRVHG�³%LEOH
EHOLHYHUV� �́(UURU�KDV�EHHQ�SUHDFKHG�DV�WUXWK
DQG�SURSDJDWHG�ZLWK�FXOWLVK�]HDO��$V�D�UH�
VXOW�PXOWLWXGHV�KDYH�EHOLHYHG�D�OLH�DQG�DUH

¬¬%RUQ���������DJDLQ­­
����LVP


