
VKRZLQJ�NLQGQHVV�WR�D�PLVHUDEOH�FULSSOH�ZKR�ZDV�DW�HQ�
PLW\�ZLWK�KLP��(YHQ�VR��WKH�%LEOH�VD\V��³7KH�FDUQDO�PLQG
LV�HQPLW\�DJDLQVW�*RG´�(Rom 8:7)��³:H�DUH�DOO�DV�DQ�XQFOHDQ
WKLQJ��DQG�DOO�RXU�ULJKWHRXVQHVVHV�DUH�DV�ILOWK\�UDJV��DQG
ZH�DOO�GR�IDGH�DV�D�OHDI��DQG�RXU�LQLTXLWLHV��OLNH�WKH�ZLQG�
KDYH�WDNHQ�XV�DZD\´�(Isaiah 64:6)�

:KDW�SRVVLEOH�JRRG�FDQ�D�VLQQHU�GR� IRU� WKH�.LQJ�RI
JORU\"�DGG�WR�KLV�JORU\"�'LG�0HSKLERVKHWK�DGG�WR�'DYLG¶V
JORU\"�1R��EXW�WKH�NLQGQHVV�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ�RI�WKH�NLQJ
ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�0HSKLERVKHWK��HYHQ�DV�*RG¶V�PHUF\�DQG�JUDFH
LV�VHHQ�LQ�VDYLQJ�ORVW�VLQQHUV��:H�GRQ¶W�DGG�WR�KLV�JORU\�
EXW�LQ�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ��KLV�JORU\�LV�SXW�RQ�GLVSOD\�IRU�DOO�WR
VHH��2XU�*RG�LV�DQG�DOZD\V�KDV�EHHQ�DOO�JORULRXV��:KHQ�D
VLQQHU�LV�VDYHG��LW�RQO\�VKRZV�IRUWK�ZKDW�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ
WUXH²³%OHVVHG� EH� WK\� JORULRXV� QDPH�� ZKLFK� LV� H[DOWHG
DERYH�DOO�EOHVVLQJ�DQG�SUDLVH´�(Neh 9:5)��+LV�PHUF\�LV�PDQL�
IHVWHG�LQ�WKH�PLVHUDEOH��+LV�JUDFH�LV�GLVSOD\HG�LQ�WKH�JXLOW\�

What  does  the  Name  Mephibosheth  Mean?
³0HSKLERVKHWK´�PHDQV� ³D� VKDPHIXO� WKLQJ� �́ 6KDPH�

IXO²QRWKLQJ�RI�ZKLFK� WR�ERDVW��ZLWKRXW�DQ\�UHGHHPLQJ
WUDLWV��6KDPHIXO²QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�EXW�KLGH�KLV�IDFH�LQ�VKDPH
EHFDXVH�KLV�NLQVPDQ�SOD\HG�WKH�IRRO�DQG�UHYROWHG�DJDLQVW
*RG¶V�DQRLQWHG��7R�EH�D�³VLQQHU �́LV�D�VKDPHIXO�WKLQJ��³7KH
/25'� KDWK� VSRNHQ�� ,� KDYH� QRXULVKHG� DQG� EURXJKW� XS
FKLOGUHQ�� DQG� WKH\�KDYH� UHEHOOHG�DJDLQVW�PH…)URP� WKH
VROH�RI�WKH�IRRW�HYHQ�XQWR�WKH�KHDG�WKHUH�LV�QR�VRXQGQHVV
LQ�LW��EXW�ZRXQGV��DQG�EUXLVHV��DQG�SXWUHI\LQJ�VRUHV �́(Isaiah
1:2,6)��0RGHUQ�UHOLJLRQ�ZLOO�QRW�KHDU�RI�LW��%XW�*RG¶V�:RUG
GHFODUHV� LW��+DYH� \RX� HYHU� VHHQ� \RXUVHOI� DV� D� VKDPHIXO
WKLQJ"� -HVXV� VDLG�� ³,� FDPH�QRW� WR� FDOO� WKH� ULJKWHRXV��EXW
VLQQHUV�WR�UHSHQWDQFH �́(Matt 9:13)�

What  was  Mephibosheth?
0HSKLERVKHWK�ZDV� D� FULSSOH²³+H� IHOO�� DQG� EHFDPH

ODPH �́(2 Sam 4:4)²³ODPH�RQ�ERWK�KLV�IHHW� �́XQDEOH�WR�UXQ�RU
HYHQ�ZDON��7KLV�LV�D�SLFWXUH�RI�XV��:H�EHFDPH�ODPH�WKURXJK
D�IDOO�LQ�$GDP��:H�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�FRPH�WR�*RG�RI�RXU�RZQ
DFFRUG��DQG�LQ�RXU�RZQ�JRRG�WLPH��6LQQHUV�DUH�³ZLWKRXW
VWUHQJWK´�(Rom 5:6)²KHOSOHVV�EHIRUH�*RG��VSLULWXDO�FULSSOHV�
:H�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�ULVH�XS�DQG�FRPH�WR�&KULVW
ZKHQ�ZH�JHW�UHDG\��7KRVH�ZLWK�VXFK�DQ�DWWLWXGH�SHULVK�LQ
WKHLU�IRROLVK�SULGH��6WUHQJWK�PXVW�EH�JLYHQ�IURP�DERYH²
-HVXV�VDLG��³1R�PDQ�FDQ�FRPH�XQWR�PH��H[FHSW�LW�ZHUH�JLYHQ
XQWR�KLP�RI�P\�)DWKHU �́(John 6:65)�

Where  was  Mephibosheth?
0HSKLERVKHWK�ZDV�LQ�D�SODFH�FDOOHG�/RGHEDU��³/RGH�

EDU �́PHDQV�³WKH�SODFH�RI�QR�SDVWXUH�´�0HSKLERVKHWK�OLYHG
LQ�D�SODFH�RI�QR�VXVWHQDQFH��QR�IRRG��DQG�QR�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�
7KLV�ZRUOG�DQG�DOO�WKDW�LW�KDV�WR�RIIHU�LV�EXW�D�GU\�DQG�EDUUHQ
ODQG�IRU�WKH�VRXO�RI�PDQ��+H�FDQQRW�ILQG�WUXH�SHDFH��WUXH
UHVW��RU�WUXH�KDSSLQHVV�LQ�WKH�SHULVKLQJ�WKLQJV�RI�WKLV�OLIH�
³7KH�ZLFNHG�DUH�OLNH�WKH�WURXEOHG�VHD��ZKHQ�LW�FDQQRW�UHVW�

ZKRVH�ZDWHUV�FDVW�XS�PLUH�DQG�GLUW��7KHUH�LV�QR�SHDFH��VDLWK
P\�*RG��WR�WKH�ZLFNHG´�(Isaiah 57:20-21)��3OHDVXUH��IDPH��DQG
IRUWXQH� OHDYH� EXW� DQ� DFKLQJ� YRLG� LQ� WKH� KHDUW� RI� PDQ�
5HJDUGOHVV�RI�KRZ�PXFK�RI�WKLV�ZRUOG¶V�JRRGV�\RX�PD\
DFFXPXODWH��\RXU�VRXO�ZLOO�VWLOO�EH�ILOOHG�ZLWK�QRWKLQJ�EXW
HPSWLQHVV��/LNH�WKH�3URGLJDO�ZKR�³ILOOHG�KLV�EHOO\�ZLWK�WKH
KXVNV�WKDW�WKH�VZLQH�GLG�HDW´²KH�VWLOO�FULHG�RXW��³,�SHULVK
ZLWK� KXQJHU� �́ (Luke 15:16-17)�� 7KLV�ZRUOG� LV� /RGHEDU²³WKH
SODFH�RI�QR�SDVWXUH� �́2XU�MREV��RXU�IDPLOLHV��RXU�UHFUHDWLRQ�
RXU� ULFKHV�� FDQQRW� VDWLVI\� WKH� ORQJLQJ� ZLWKLQ��:H�ZHUH
PDGH�IRU�*RG��DQG�ZH¶OO�NQRZ�QR�UHVW��DQG�QR�SHDFH��WLOO
ZH� UHVW� LQ�*RG�� -HVXV� VDLG�� ³&RPH�XQWR�PH�� DOO� \H� WKDW
ODERXU�DQG�DUH�KHDY\�ODGHQ��DQG�,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�UHVW…\H
VKDOO�ILQG�UHVW�XQWR�\RXU�VRXOV´�(Matt 11:28-29)�

What  was  the  Motive  Behind  David�s Action?
:H�NQRZ�WKDW�LW�FRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�EHHQ�DQ\WKLQJ�LQ�0HSKL�

ERVKHWK��+H�ZDV�D�PLVHUDEOH�FULSSOH��DQG�DQ�HQHP\�RI�WKH
NLQJ��:KDW�WKHQ�PRYHG�WKH�KHDUW�RI�NLQJ�'DYLG"�WKUHH�YHU\
LPSRUWDQW�ZRUGV�IRXQG�LQ�RXU�WH[W�²�³IRU�-RQDWKDQ¶V�VDNH´
(vv 1,7)��,W�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�HQWLUHO\�RXWVLGH�RI�0HSKLERVKHWK�
'DYLG� KDG� PDGH� D� FRYHQDQW� ZLWK� -RQDWKDQ�� ZKRP� KH
ORYHG��WR�VKRZ�NLQGQHVV�WR�KLV�KRXVH�(1 Sam 20:15-17)��,W�ZDV�RQ
WKH�EDVLV�RI�D�FRYHQDQW��D�SURPLVH��WKDW�NLQJ�'DYLG�VHQW
DQG�IHWFKHG�WKLV�KHOSOHVV�FULSSOH�IURP�KLV�VDG�HVWDWH�

:K\�GRHV�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�VKRZ�PHUF\�XSRQ�KHOSOHVV
VLQQHUV"� IRU� WKH�VDNH�RI�KLV�RQO\�EHJRWWHQ�6RQ�� WKH�/RUG
-HVXV� &KULVW�� :K\� GRHV� KH� IRUJLYH� VLQQHUV"� ³*RG�� IRU
&KULVW·V�VDNH��KDWK�IRUJLYHQ�\RX �́(Eph 4:32)��7KURXJKRXW�DOO
WKLV�EHDXWLIXO�VWRU\��0HSKLERVKHWK�ZDV�QRW�WKH�RQH�ZKR
ZDV�IRUHPRVW�LQ�WKH�PLQG�RI�WKH�NLQJ��-RQDWKDQ�ZDV��.LQJ
'DYLG�GLGQ¶W�UHVFXH�0HSKLERVKHWK�PHUHO\�WR�LPSURYH�KLV
VWDWH��EXW�UDWKHU�KH�EURXJKW�WKLV�PLVHUDEOH�FULSSOH�LQWR�KLV
SDODFH�WKDW�KH�PLJKW�JORULI\�-RQDWKDQ��DQG�E\�WKLV��KH�OHW
DOO�,VUDHO�NQRZ�MXVW�KRZ�PXFK�KH�ORYHG�-RQDWKDQ��DQG�KRZ
GHDU�KH�ZDV�WR�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�NLQJ�

(YHQ�VR�LV�&KULVW�GHDU�WR�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�)DWKHU��*RG
GRHVQ¶W�UHVFXH�VLQQHUV�PHUHO\�WR�NHHS�WKHP�RXW�RI�KHOO��+H
UHVFXHV� VLQQHUV� WR�PDJQLI\�&KULVW�� DQG�SXW�RQ�GLVSOD\
MXVW�KRZ�PXFK�KH� ORYHV�KLV� 6RQ��8QGRQH�DQG�XQJRGO\
ZUHWFKHV�DUH�VDYHG�WKDW�-HVXV�PLJKW�EH�JORULILHG��0HSKL�
ERVKHWK�LV�QR�JRRG��%XW�KH�ZDV�IHWFKHG�RXW�RI�KLV�PLVHUDEOH
VWDWH�DOO�WKH�ZD\�LQWR�WKH�SDODFH�RI�WKH�NLQJ��IRU�QR�RWKHU
UHDVRQ��WKDQ�WKDW�-RQDWKDQ�PLJKW�EH�PDJQLILHG�

What  Did  David  Do?
'LG�'DYLG�VHQG�D�PHVVDJH�WKDW�LI�0HSKLERVKHWK�ZRXOG

³GR�KLV�SDUW� �́PHUF\�ZRXOG�EH�KLV"�'LG�KH�VHQG�FUXWFKHV
ZLWK�D�ZRUG�WKDW�LI�KH�FRXOG�MXVW�JHW�WR�-HUXVDOHP��HYHU\�
WKLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�2."�1R��³+H�VHQW�DQG�IHWFKHG�KLP�´�:KDW
LV�WKH�SRSXODU�HYDQJHOLVWLF�PHVVDJH�RI�WRGD\"²³*RG�KDV
GRQH�DOO�KH�FDQ��DQG�QRZ�LW¶V�DOO�XS�WR�\RX��+H�VHQW�KLV�6RQ
WR�GLH��WKH�VLQ�GHEW�KDV�EHHQ�SDLG��KH¶V�GRQH�KLV�SDUW��DQG

QRZ�\RX�PXVW�GR�\RXUV� �́:H�QHHG�WR�VWXG\�WKH�SDUDEOH�RI
WKH�³*UHDW�6XSSHU´�DJDLQ�(Luke 14:16-24)��³7KH\�DOO�ZLWK�RQH
FRQVHQW�EHJDQ�WR�PDNH�H[FXVH� �́(v 18)��$OO�PHQ�E\�QDWXUH
KROG� *RG¶V� 6XSSHU� LQ� FRQWHPSW� E\� RIIHULQJ� ZRUWKOHVV�
IOLPV\�H[FXVHV��7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�PXVW�³FRPSHO´�VLQQHUV�³WR
FRPH�LQ� �́(v 23)��³7KHUH�LV�QRQH�WKDW�VHHNHWK�DIWHU�*RG…WKH
QDWXUDO�PDQ�UHFHLYHWK�QRW�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�
IRU� WKH\�DUH� IRROLVKQHVV�XQWR�KLP��QHLWKHU� FDQ�KH�NQRZ
WKHP��EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�VSLULWXDOO\�GLVFHUQHG´�(Rom 3:11; 1 Cor
2:14)��7KH�*RRG�6KHSKHUG�JRHV�RXW�WR�³IHWFK �́WKH�ORVW�VKHHS
(Luke 15)��:K\"�EHFDXVH� WKH\·UH� ORVW��/RVW�PHDQV�ORVW��7KH\
QHHG�WR�EH�IRXQG��³7KH�6RQ�RI�PDQ�LV�FRPH�WR�VHHN�DQG�WR
VDYH�WKDW�ZKLFK�ZDV�ORVW� �́(Luke 19:10; see 2 Cor 4:3,4)��³%OHVVHG�LV
WKH�PDQ�ZKRP�WKRX�FKRRVHVW��DQG�FDXVHVW�WR�DSSURDFK�XQWR
WKHH´�(Psalm 65:4)��,I�LW�ZHUH�QRW�IRU�*RG¶V�³IHWFKLQJ�JUDFH�´
ZKHUH�ZRXOG�ZH�EH"�³'DYLG�VHQW�DQG�IHWFKHG�KLP�´

What  is  Grace?
*UDFH�LV�SXUH�FKDULW\�H[HUFLVHG�VRYHUHLJQO\�DQG�VSRQ�

WDQHRXVO\��DWWUDFWHG�E\�QRWKLQJ�SUDLVHZRUWK\�LQ�LWV�REMHFWV�
,W�LV�JLYHQ�WR�VLQQHUV�ZKR�KDYH�QR�PHULW�ZKDWVRHYHU²\HD�
WR�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�IXOO�RI�GHPHULW��7KH�VLQQHU¶V�FRQGLWLRQ�LV
GHVSHUDWH�WR�WKH�ODVW�GHJUHH��LW¶V�D�ZRQGHU�KH¶V�QRW�DOUHDG\
LQ�KHOO��*UDFH�LV�WKH�VLQQHU¶V�ODVW�DQG�RQO\�KRSH��DQG�EHLQJ
SXUH�FKDULW\��*RG�LV�IUHH�WR�JLYH�LW��RU�WR�ZLWKKROG�LW�(Rom 9:15)�
What Happened when the Cripple Met the King?

0HSKLERVKHWK�NQHZ�KLV�OLIH�KXQJ�RQ�WKH�PHUF\�RI�WKH
NLQJ��+H�ZDVQ¶W�SUDQFLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�FKXUFK�DLVOH�WR�VRPH
IDQF\�HYDQJHOLVW¶V�³ILUVW�WLPH�GHFLVLRQ�´�1R��³+H�IHOO�RQ�KLV
IDFH��DQG�GLG�UHYHUHQFH�´�(v 6)��7KHUH�DUH�PXOWLWXGHV�VXS�
SRVHGO\�³JHWWLQJ�VDYHG �́WRGD\�ZKR�NQRZ�QRWKLQJ�RI�WKH
KXPLOLW\�DQG�UHYHUHQFH�WKDW�DFFRPSDQLHV�WUXH�FRQYHUVLRQ�
7KH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�LV�QRW�DW�WKH�IURQW�RI�D�FKXUFK��KH¶V
VHDWHG�RQ�WKH�WKURQH�RI�DOO�SRZHU�²³.,1*�2)�.,1*6��$1'
/25'� 2)� /25'6´� (Rev 17:14; 19:16)²DQG� KH� ELGV� VLQQHUV�
³&RPH�XQWR�0(�´�<RX�WU\�WR�JHW�LQWR�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�NLQJ
ZLWKRXW�EHQGLQJ�WKRVH�NQHHV²\RX¶OO�QHYHU�PDNH�LW�

/RRN�DW�0HSKLERVKHWK¶V�UHVSRQVH�ZKHQ�'DYLG�VSRNH
WR�KLP²³:KDW� LV� WK\�VHUYDQW�� WKDW� WKRX�VKRXOGHVW� ORRN
XSRQ�VXFK�D�GHDG�GRJ�DV�,�DP" �́(v 8)��7KDW�GRHVQ¶W�SDLQW�WRR
EHDXWLIXO�D�SLFWXUH�RI�D�VLQQHU�LQ�*RG¶V�KRO\�VLJKW��'R�\RX
UHDOO\�WKLQN�\RX�GHVHUYH�*RG¶V�PHUF\"�7KLQN�DJDLQ��³7KHUH
LV�QRQH�ULJKWHRXV��QR��QRW�RQH´�(Rom 3:10)��*RG�KDV�PHUF\�RQ
ZKRP�KH�ZLOO�(Rom 9:18)��%H�ZLVH��+XPEOH�\RXUVHOI�EHIRUH
WKH�/RUG��&DVW�DZD\�\RXU�IRROLVK�SULGH��%H�GRQH�ZLWK�\RXU
KLJK� HVWHHP� DQG� DOO� WKRVH� JRRG� WKRXJKWV� RI� \RXUVHOI�
³7KHUH¶V�QRQH�WKDW�GRHWK�JRRG��QR��QRW�RQH´�(Rom 3:12)��$GPLW
WKDW� \RX¶UH� MXVW� ZKDW� *RG� VD\V� \RX� DUH²³D� VKDPHIXO
WKLQJ �́DQG�ERZ�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG��+H¶V�SURPLVHG�
³7R�WKLV�PDQ�ZLOO�,�ORRN��HYHQ�WR�KLP�WKDW�LV�SRRU�DQG�RI�D
FRQWULWH�VSLULW��DQG�WUHPEOHWK�DW�P\�ZRUG �́(Isaiah 66:2)��

³$GDSWHG�IURP�WKH�ZULWLQJV�RI�Jack Shanks 

�
UH�\RX�D�&KULVWLDQ"�7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�SHRSOH�ZKR
FRQILGHQWO\�UHVSRQG�WR�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��³2I�FRXUVH�,
DP��,�DFFHSWHG�&KULVW�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DJR�´�6DG�WR�VD\�

WKLV�IHDWKHU�OLJKW�UHVSRQVH�LV�DOO�WRR�RIWHQ�KHDUG�LQ�RXU�GD\�
7KH�SUREOHP�LV�QRW�VR�PXFK�WKDW�ZKDW�SHRSOH�VD\�LV�ZURQJ�
DV�WKDW�WKH\�IDLO�WR�VD\�PRUH�

0RGHUQ�PHWKRGV�RI�HYDQJHOLVP�KDYH�SURGXFHG�XQWROG
QXPEHUV�RI�³SURIHVVLQJ �́&KULVWLDQV�ZKR�WDON�DV�LI�EHFRP�
LQJ�D�&KULVWLDQ�ZHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�GRLQJ��,W�JRHV
VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV��³*RG�KDV�GRQH�DOO�KH�FDQ�GR��7KH�QH[W
PRYH��WKH�UHDOO\�GHFLVLYH�RQH��LV�XS�WR�\RX��+HDYHQ�RU�KHOO²
WKH� FKRLFH� LV� \RXUV� �́ %\� WKXV� ³DFFHSWLQJ �́ &KULVW�� PDQ
YLUWXDOO\�EHFRPHV�KLV�RZQ�VDYLRU��+LV�HWHUQDO�GHVWLQ\�LV�LQ
KLV�RZQ�KDQGV��+H�GHWHUPLQHV�LI�KH¶V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�VDYHG�
$QG� KH� GHWHUPLQHV� ZKHQ� DQG� ZKHUH� KH¶V� JRLQJ� WR� EH
VDYHG��*RG�LV�UHGXFHG�WR�D�PHUH�VSHFWDWRU�

2XU�SUHVHQW�GD\� VLWXDWLRQ�ZDV�ZHOO� VXPPDUL]HG�E\
&KDUOHV�6SXUJHRQ�(1834-1892)�ZKHQ�KH�VDLG�

6RPHWLPHV� ZH� DUH� LQFOLQHG� WR� WKLQN� WKDW� D� YHU\� JUHDW
SRUWLRQ�RI�PRGHUQ�UHYLYDOLVP�KDV�EHHQ�PRUH�RI�D�FXUVH
WKDQ�D�EOHVVLQJ��EHFDXVH�LW�KDV�OHG�WKRXVDQGV�WR�D�NLQG�RI
SHDFH�EHIRUH�WKH\�KDYH�NQRZQ�WKHLU�PLVHU\��UHVWRULQJ�WKH
SURGLJDO�WR�WKH�)DWKHU¶V�KRXVH��DQG�QHYHU�PDNLQJ�KLP�VD\�
³)DWKHU��,�KDYH�VLQQHG� �́+RZ�FDQ�KH�EH�KHDOHG�ZKR�LV�QRW
VLFN"�RU�KH�EH�VDWLVILHG�ZLWK�WKH�EUHDG�RI�OLIH�ZKR�LV�QRW
KXQJU\"�7KH�ROG�IDVKLRQHG�VHQVH�RI�VLQ�LV�GHVSLVHG��DQG
FRQVHTXHQWO\�D�UHOLJLRQ�LV�UXQ�XS�EHIRUH�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV
DUH�GXJ�RXW��(YHU\WKLQJ�LQ�WKLV�DJH�LV�VKDOORZ��'HHS�VHD
ILVKLQJ�LV�DOPRVW�DQ�H[WLQFW�EXVLQHVV�VR�IDU�DV�PHQ¶V�VRXOV
DUH� FRQFHUQHG�� 7KH� FRQVHTXHQFH� LV� WKDW� PHQ� OHDS� LQWR
UHOLJLRQ��DQG�WKHQ�OHDS�RXW�DJDLQ��8QKXPEOHG�WKH\�FDPH
WR�WKH�FKXUFK��XQKXPEOHG�WKH\�UHPDLQHG�LQ� LW��DQG�XQ�
KXPEOHG�WKH\�JR�IURP�LW�

<RX�VHH��WKH�UHDVRQ�SHRSOH�IDLO�WR�VD\�PRUH�WKDW�VKRXOG�EH
VDLG�� LV�EHFDXVH� WKH�³JRVSHO´� WKDW�WKH\¶YH�DOZD\V�KHDUG
KDV�IDLOHG�WR�VD\�HQRXJK�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�SODFH�

7RGD\��PDQ\�SXOSLWV�SURFODLP�D�*RG�ZKR�LV�WU\LQJ��LQ
D�ODUJHO\�XQVXFFHVVIXO�ZD\��WR�PDNH�KLPVHOI�DFFHSWDEOH�WR
PDQ�� ,Q� WKH� LQWHUHVWV� RI� VLPSOLFLW\�� WKH� JRVSHO� KDV� EHHQ
RYHU�UHGXFHG�WR�WKH�SRLQW�RI�EHLQJ�WULYLDOL]HG��%XW�LI�D�OLWWOH
WUXWK�LV�SUHVHQWHG�DV�LI�LW�ZHUH�WKH�ZKROH�WUXWK��WKH�UHVXOW
ZLOO�EH�FRQIXVLRQ�DW�EHVW��DQG�GHFHSWLRQ�DW�ZRUVW��:KHQ
6DWDQ�OXUHG�(YH�ZLWK�WKH�RULJLQDO�WHPSWDWLRQ��VRPH�RI�ZKDW
KH�VDLG�ZDV�WUXH�(see Gen 3:5 & 3:7,22)��3DUWLDO�WUXWK�FDQ�EH�PRUH
GDQJHURXV�WKDQ�WRWDO�OLHV��/HW�XV�WKHUHIRUH�WDNH�D�ORRN�DW
WKH�³RWKHU�KDOI �́RI�WKH�JRVSHO��ZKLFK�ZH�FDQQRW�DIIRUG�WR
RPLW�

;LS�%GGITXW�;LSQ#



7KH� WUXH� JRVSHO� RI� -HVXV� &KULVW� LV�*RG�FHQWHUHG�� QRW
PDQ�FHQWHUHG��:H�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�IRU�KLV�SOHDVXUH��QRW�YLVH
YHUVD�(Rev 4:11)��7KURXJK�$GDP��VLQ�HQWHUHG�WKLV�ZRUOG�DQG
KDV�HQWLUHO\�FRUUXSWHG�WKH�KHDUW�DQG�QDWXUH�RI�HYHU\�PDQ�
7KXV�ZH¶UH�VHSDUDWHG�IURP�*RG�E\�DQ�LQILQLWH�VSDQ��*RG¶V
KROLQHVV�DQG�MXVWLFH�GHPDQG�WKDW�RXU�VLQ�EH�SXQLVKHG��,I
\RXU�VLQ�LV�QRW�XOWLPDWHO\�SXQLVKHG��*RG�LV�QR�ORQJHU�KRO\�
DQG�LI�KH¶V�QRW�KRO\��KH¶V�QRW�*RG�DW�DOO�

,Q�RXU�VLQIXO�VWDWH��ZH¶UH�XQDEOH�WR�SD\�IRU�RXU�VLQV�
FKDQJH�RXUVHOYHV��RU�PDNH�SHDFH�ZLWK�*RG��:H¶UH�XQDF�
FHSWDEOH�WR�KLP��³*RG�DFFHSWHWK�QR�PDQ¶V�SHUVRQ �́(Gal 2:6)�
,I� OHIW� WR� RXU� VLQIXO� VHOYHV�� ZH¶UH� DOO� KHDGHG� IRU� HWHUQDO
GDPQDWLRQ��*RG��ZKR�LV�LQILQLWHO\�KRO\��ZLOO�MXVWO\�SRXU�RXW
KLV�ULJKWHRXV�ZUDWK�XSRQ�XV��2XU�RQO\�KRSH�LV�WKDW�VRPH�
RQH�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�XV�ZLOO�GR�IRU�XV�ZKDW�ZH�FDQQRW�GR�IRU
RXUVHOYHV��WKXV�PDNLQJ�XV�DFFHSWDEOH�WR�*RG�

%XW� ZKR� FDQ� IXOO\� SD\� IRU� RXU� VLQV"�:KR� FDQ� OLYH
SHUIHFWO\��ZLWKRXW�HYHQ�RQH�VLQ��WR�HDUQ�*RG¶V�IDYRU�IRU�XV"
:KR�FDQ�PDNH�XV�DFFHSWDEOH�WR�*RG"�7KH�ELEOLFDO�DQVZHU
LV� XQPLVWDNDEO\� FOHDU²RQO\� *RG� KLPVHOI�� $QG� WKDW� LV
SUHFLVHO\� ZKDW� KH¶V� GRQH�� 7KRXJK� XQGHU� QR� REOLJDWLRQ
ZKDWVRHYHU� WR� GR� VR�� KH� KDV�� LQ� SXUH� JUDFH�� RXW� RI� WKH
JRRGQHVV�RI�KLV�KHDUW��PDGH�VLQQHUV�DFFHSWDEOH�WR�KLPVHOI�

+RZ� KDV� *RG� GRQH� VXFK� DQ� XQH[SHFWHG�� DPD]LQJ
WKLQJ�DV�WKLV"�+H¶V�GRQH�LW�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��KLV�RQO\�EHJRWWHQ
6RQ��$QG�KH�KDV�GRQH�LW�LQ�VXFK�D�ZD\�WKDW�KLV�VWDQGDUG�RI
MXVWLFH�DQG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�KDV�QRW�GLPLQLVKHG�DW�DOO��&KULVW�
WKH�HWHUQDO�6RQ�RI�*RG��FDPH�LQWR�WKLV�ZRUOG�DQG�EHFDPH
D�PDQ��OLYHG�D�OLIH�RI�VLQOHVV�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�)DWKHU��DQG
GLHG�WKH�GHDWK�ZKLFK�VLQQHUV�GHVHUYH�WR�GLH��IXOO\�VDWLVI\�
LQJ�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�*RG¶V�ODZ��,Q�&KULVW�-HVXV��VLQQHUV�DUH
GHFODUHG�WR�EH�UHFRQFLOHG�WR�*RG�DQG�DFFHSWHG��³*RG�KDWK
PDGH�KLP�>&KULVW@�WR�EH�VLQ�IRU�XV��ZKR�NQHZ�QR�VLQ��WKDW
ZH�PLJKW�EH�PDGH�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�*RG�LQ�KLP´�(2 Cor
5:21)��³*RG�KDWK�PDGH�XV�DFFHSWHG�LQ�WKH�%HORYHG �́(Eph 1:6)�

8OWLPDWHO\��³DFFHSWLQJ´�LV�*RG¶V�SUHURJDWLYH��6DOYDWLRQ
LV�KLV�DFW��RI�KLV�RZQ�LQLWLDWLYH��7KH�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VLQQHU
LV�KRSHOHVV��6DOYDWLRQ�FRPHV�WKURXJK�WKH�JUDFLRXV�LQWHU�
YHQWLRQ�RI�*RG�ZKR�VWHSV�LQ�DQG�KDV�PHUF\�XSRQ�VLQQHUV
LQ�WKHLU�KRSHOHVV�FRQGLWLRQ��³6DOYDWLRQ�LV�RI�WKH�/25'´�(Jonah
2:9)��6DOYDWLRQ�LV�QRW�VR�PXFK�WKH�VLQQHU�DFFHSWLQJ�*RG��DV
LW�LV�*RG�DFFHSWLQJ�WKH�VLQQHU��ZKR��LQ�GHVSHUDWLRQ��WXUQV
IURP� VLQ� FOLQJLQJ� WR� &KULVW�� 7KLV� LV� WKH� JRVSHO�PHVVDJH
ZKLFK�H[DOWV�*RG�DQG�ULJKWO\�SRVLWLRQV�KLP�RQ�WKH�WKURQH�
$W�QR�WLPH�KDV�VDOYDWLRQ�HYHU�EHHQ�WXUQHG�RYHU�WR�PHQ�WR
VDYH�WKHPVHOYHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZLOO��,Q�JUDFH��WKH�HPSKDVLV�LV
QRW�RQ�WKH�UHFLSLHQW��EXW�RQ�WKH�*LYHU�

,V�WKLV�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�\RXU�VDOYDWLRQ"�$UH�\RX�VWLOO�WKLQN�
LQJ�LQ�WHUPV�RI�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�GRQH�IRU�*RG��RU�DUH�\RX
GHSHQGLQJ�HQWLUHO\�RQ�ZKDW�&KULVW�KDV�GRQH�IRU�\RX��WKDW
\RX�PLJKW�EH�PDGH�DFFHSWDEOH�WR�*RG"

,�FDQ�DOPRVW�KHDU�VRPHRQH�VD\LQJ��³%XW�KRZ�DERXW�P\
GHFLVLRQ"�'LGQ¶W�,�KDYH�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ"�'LGQ¶W�,�DW�OHDVW
KDYH�WR�GHFLGH�IRU�-HVXV" �́,�ZLOO�OHW�0U��6SXUJHRQ�JLYH�DQ
DQVZHU�IURP�KLV�DXWRELRJUDSK\�

:KHQ�,�ZDV�FRPLQJ�WR�&KULVW��,�WKRXJKW�,�ZDV�GRLQJ�LW�DOO
P\VHOI��DQG�WKRXJK�,�VRXJKW�WKH�/RUG�HDUQHVWO\��,�KDG�QR
LGHD�WKH�/RUG�ZDV�VHHNLQJ�PH��,�GR�QRW�WKLQN�WKH�\RXQJ
FRQYHUW�LV�DW�ILUVW�DZDUH�RI�WKLV��,�FDQ�UHFDOO�WKH�YHU\�GD\
DQG�KRXU�ZKHQ� ILUVW� ,� UHFHLYHG� WKRVH� WUXWKV� LQ�P\�RZQ
VRXO²ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH��DV�-RKQ�%XQ\DQ�VD\V��³EXUQW�LQWR
P\�KHDUW�DV�ZLWK�D�KRW�LURQ´��DQG�,�FDQ�UHFROOHFW�KRZ�,�IHOW
WKDW�,�KDG�JURZQ�RQ�D�VXGGHQ�IURP�D�EDEH�LQWR�D�PDQ²WKDW
,� KDG�PDGH� SURJUHVV� LQ� VFULSWXUDO� NQRZOHGJH�� WKURXJK
KDYLQJ�IRXQG��RQFH�IRU�DOO��WKH�FOXH�WR�WKH�WUXWK�RI�*RG�
2QH�ZHHN�QLJKW��ZKHQ�,�ZDV�VLWWLQJ�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�*RG�
,�ZDV�QRW�WKLQNLQJ�PXFK�DERXW�WKH�SUHDFKHU¶V�VHUPRQ��IRU
,�GLG�QRW�EHOLHYH�LW��7KH�WKRXJKW�VWUXFN�PH��³+RZ�GLG�\RX
FRPH�WR�EH�D�&KULVWLDQ" �́,�VRXJKW�WKH�/RUG��³%XW�KRZ�GLG
\RX�FRPH�WR�VHHN�WKH�/RUG" �́7KH�WUXWK�IODVKHG�DFURVV�P\
PLQG�LQ�D�PRPHQW²,�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�VRXJKW�KLP�XQOHVV
WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ�VRPH�SUHYLRXV�LQIOXHQFH�LQ�P\�PLQG�WR
FDXVH�PH�WR�VHHN�KLP��³,�SUD\HG�´�WKRXJKW�,��EXW�WKHQ�,
DVNHG�P\VHOI��³+RZ�FDPH�,� WR�SUD\" �́ ,�ZDV�LQGXFHG�WR
SUD\�E\�UHDGLQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��³+RZ�FDPH�,�WR�UHDG�WKH
6FULSWXUHV" �́:KDW�OHG�PH�WR�GR�VR"�7KHQ��LQ�D�PRPHQW��,
VDZ�WKDW�*RG�ZDV�EHKLQG�LW�DOO��DQG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�WKH�$XWKRU
RI�P\�IDLWK��DQG�VR�WKH�ZKROH�GRFWULQH�RI�JUDFH�RSHQHG�XS
WR�PH��DQG�IURP�WKDW�GRFWULQH��,�KDYH�QRW�GHSDUWHG�WR�WKLV
GD\��DQG�,�GHVLUH�WR�PDNH�WKLV�P\�FRQVWDQW�FRQIHVVLRQ²
,�DVFULEH�P\�FKDQJH�ZKROO\�WR�*RG�

<HV��LQ�FRQYHUVLRQ�ZH�GR�GHVLUH�&KULVW��DQG�ZH�GR�PDNH�D
FKRLFH��EXW�HYHQ�DOO�WKDW�LV�KLV�ZRUN�RI�JUDFH�LQ�XV²³)RU�LW
LV�*RG�ZKLFK�ZRUNHWK�LQ�\RX�ERWK�WR�ZLOO�DQG�WR�GR�RI�KLV
JRRG�SOHDVXUH �́(Phil 2:13)��*RG�GRHVQ¶W�VDYH�D�PDQ�DJDLQVW
KLV�ZLOO��KH�ILUVW�PDNHV�KLP�ZLOOLQJ²³7K\�SHRSOH�VKDOO�EH
ZLOOLQJ�LQ�WKH�GD\�RI�WK\�SRZHU´�(Psalm 110:3)��6XFK�ZLOOLQJQHVV
LV�QRW�QDWXUDO�WR�PDQ��,W�FRPHV�RQO\�E\�*RG¶V�JUDFH��DQG
WKDW��DV�WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�WHVWLILHG��LV�³ZKHQ�LW�SOHDVHV�*RG´
(Gal 1:15-16)��:KHQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�*HQWLOHV�EHOLHYHG�DV�D�UHVXOW
RI�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�RI�3DXO�DQG�%DUQDEDV��LW�ZDV�EHFDXVH�WKH\
KDG�EHHQ�³RUGDLQHG�WR�HWHUQDO� OLIH´� (Acts 13:48)��$QG�ZKHQ
/\GLD� UHVSRQGHG� WR�3DXO¶V�PHVVDJH�� LW�ZDV�EHFDXVH�XQ�
NQRZQ�WR�KHU�WKH�/RUG�FDPH�DQG�RSHQHG�KHU�KHDUW�(Acts 16:14)�
7KRVH� ZKR� WUXO\� FRPH� WR� &KULVW� LQ� VDYLQJ� IDLWK� DUH
³GUDZQ´�WR�KLP�HIIHFWXDOO\�WKURXJK�*RG¶V�JUDFLRXV�ZRUN�
LQJV�LQ�WKHP�(John 6:44,65)�

0RVW� RI� XV� KDYH� VHHQ� WKH� IDPRXV�SDLQWLQJ� WKDW�GHSLFWV
-HVXV�VWDQGLQJ�RXWVLGH�RI�D�GRRU��JHQWO\�NQRFNLQJ�WR�JDLQ
DGPLVVLRQ��,W�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�UHSUHVHQW�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�VLQ�
QHU¶V�KHDUW�DQG�GHOLEHUDWHO\�KDV�QR�NQRE�RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH�
7KH�PHVVDJH� LV� WKDW� -HVXV� LV� SRZHUOHVV� WR� GR� DQ\WKLQJ
H[FHSW�WR�NQRFN�DQG�KRSH�WKDW�WKH�VLQQHU�ZLOO�OHW�KLP�LQ�
6XFK�D�SLFWXUH�LV�D�JURVV�GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�ELEOLFDO�WUXWK��,W�LV
EDVHG�RQ�5HYHODWLRQ�����²D�SDVVDJH� WKDW� LV�QRW�GHDOLQJ
ZLWK�DQ�HYDQJHOLFDO�FDOO�WR�WKH�XQFRQYHUWHG��EXW�ZLWK�WKH
ZDUQLQJV�DQG�H[KRUWDWLRQV�RI�&KULVW�WR�D�ZD\ZDUG�FKXUFK�

7UXH��WKH�SDVVDJH�GRHV�VD\�WKDW�LW�LV�QRW�-HVXV�KLPVHOI�ZKR
RSHQV�WKH�GRRU��EXW�UDWKHU�WKRVH�ZKR�³KHDU´�KLV�YRLFH��%XW
ZKR�LV�LW�WKDW�³KHDUV �́KLV�YRLFH"�,V�LW�QRW�³VKHHS¶¶"�(see John
10:27)��,W�LV�QRW�DQ�DSSHDO�WR�XQUHJHQHUDWH�VLQQHUV�WR�³JLYH
WKHLU�KHDUWV�WR�-HVXV� �́EXW�D�UHEXNH�WR�DQ�DVVHPEO\�ZKRVH
ZRUOGO\�LQWHUHVWV�KDG�DOO�EXW�GHVWUR\HG�WKHLU�IRUPHU�LQWL�
PDWH�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�&KULVW�(Jon Zens)�

0DQ�LQ�KLV�QDWXUDO�VWDWH�LV�RSSRVHG�WR�*RG�DQG�KLV�WUXWK�
XQOHVV�DQG�XQWLO�*RG�FKDQJHV�KLV�VLQIXO�KHDUW²³7KH�QDWX�
UDO�PDQ�UHFHLYHWK�QRW�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG��IRU
WKH\�DUH�IRROLVKQHVV�XQWR�KLP��QHLWKHU�FDQ�KH�NQRZ�WKHP�
EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�VSLULWXDOO\�GLVFHUQHG �́(1 Cor 2:14)��³$�PDQ
FDQ�UHFHLYH�QRWKLQJ��H[FHSW�LW�EH�JLYHQ�KLP�IURP�KHDYHQ´
(John 3:27)��³0HQ�ORYH�GDUNQHVV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�OLJKW´�(John 3:19)�

-RKQ������LV�RIWHQ�TXRWHG�DV�LI�D�PDQ¶V�HWHUQDO�VDOYDWLRQ
KLQJHG�XSRQ�KLV�UHFHSWLRQ�RI�&KULVW��³7R�DV�PDQ\�DV�UH�
FHLYHG�KLP��WR�WKHP�JDYH�KH�SRZHU�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�VRQV�RI
*RG��HYHQ�WR�WKHP�WKDW�EHOLHYH�RQ�KLV�QDPH�´�%XW�HYHQ�KHUH
LQ�WKLV�IDPRXV�WH[W�-RKQ�VWULSV�PHQ�RI�DOO�ERDVWLQJ�ULJKWV
ZKDWVRHYHU�ZKHQ� KH� GHFODUHV� WKDW� WKH� UHDVRQ� DQ\�PDQ
UHFHLYHV�&KULVW�LV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�HQDEOLQJ�JUDFH�RI�*RG�LQ
WKH�QHZ�ELUWK²³ZKLFK�ZHUH�ERUQ��QRW�RI�EORRG��QRU�RI�WKH
ZLOO�RI�WKH�IOHVK��QRU�RI�WKH�ZLOO�RI�PDQ��EXW�RI�*RG �́(v 13)�

,I�ZH�ORYH�*RG��LW�LV�RQO\�EHFDXVH�KH�SUHYLRXVO\�ORYHG
XV��³:H�ORYH�KLP��EHFDXVH�KH�ILUVW�ORYHG�XV´�(1 John 4:19)��,I
ZH�KDYH�FKRVHQ�*RG��LW�LV�RQO\�EHFDXVH�KH�SUHYLRXVO\�FKRVH
XV��³<H�KDYH�QRW�FKRVHQ�PH��EXW�,�KDYH�FKRVHQ�\RX´�(John
15:16)��+DV�WKLV�KXPEOLQJ�WUXWK�HYHU�JULSSHG�\RXU�VRXO"�'R
\RX�VHH�WKDW�\RX�DUH�DQ�XQZRUWK\�VLQQHU�ZKRVH�RQO\�ZD\
RI�DFFHSWDQFH�ZLWK�*RG�LV�WKDW�\RX�EH�IRXQG�LQ�&KULVW²
³DFFHSWHG�LQ�WKH�%HORYHG´�(Eph 1:6)��+DV�*RG�DFFHSWHG�\RX"

&RPH� WR� &KULVW� WRGD\� DV� DQ� HPSW\�KDQGHG� EHJJDU�
KXPEO\�FDVWLQJ�\RXUVHOI�XSRQ�KLV�PHUF\��PDUYHOLQJ�LQ�KLV
LQILQLWH�ORYH��+H�VDYHV�RQO\�QHHG\�VLQQHUV��$FFHSW�KLP�WKH
ZD\�D�GURZQLQJ�PDQ�DFFHSWV�D�OLIH�SUHVHUYHU��WKH�ZD\�D
EHJJDU�DFFHSWV�DOPV��WKH�ZD\�D�SULVRQHU�DFFHSWV�IUHHGRP�
5HFHLYH�KLP�DV�D�VLFN�PDQ�ZRXOG�ZHOFRPH�WKH�SK\VLFLDQ�

7RR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�WRGD\�DUH�WUXVWLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�³GHFLVLRQ
IRU�-HVXV�´�%XW�LW�FDQQRW�VDYH��5HPHPEHU�-XGDV�PDGH�KLV
³GHFLVLRQ�IRU�-HVXV´�WRR��&KULVW¶V�EORRG�DQG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV
DORQH�LV�RXU�RQO\�KRSH�EHIRUH�*RG��$UH�\RXU�H\HV�VSLULWX�
DOO\�IRFXVHG�XSRQ�KLP��DQG�KLP�DORQH"�+H¶V�³D�MXVW�*RG
DQG�D�6DYLRXU� �́ZKR�VD\V��³/RRN�XQWR�PH��DQG�EH�\H�VDYHG�
DOO�WKH�HQGV�RI�WKH�HDUWK³�(Isaiah 45:21-22)��³7KH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV
&KULVW��*RG¶V�6RQ��FOHDQVHWK�XV�IURP�DOO�VLQ´�(1 John 1:7)��7UXVW
KLP�WRGD\�� �����³$GDSWHG�IURP�WKH�ZULWLQJV�RI�Daniel Chamberlin 

%0.*/*$"�'3&&�13&44�Box�2l68, Roseau, Dominica, West Indies�
9TKVG�HQT�C�HTGG�#UUQTVOGPV�QH�6TCEVU

Q6JGP�MKPI�&CXKF�UGPV��CPF�HGVEJGF�JKOR�
��5COWGN�����

"
KDW�D�VSOHQGLG�WUXWK�LV�WDXJKW�KHUH�LQ�*RG¶V�:RUG�
)HWFKLQJ�JUDFH��7KLV�HQWLUH�FKDSWHU�RI���6DPXHO���LV
D�JORULRXV�SLFWXUH�RI�*RG¶V�³IHWFKLQJ�JUDFH´�LQ�KLV

GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�ORVW�VLQQHUV��'DYLG�VHQW�DQG�³IHWFKHG´�0HSKL�
ERVKHWK��.LQJ�'DYLG� SLFWXUHV�*RG� WKH� )DWKHU� XSRQ�KLV
WKURQH�ZKR�VKRZV�PHUF\�WR�0HSKLERVKHWK��ZKR�SLFWXUHV
D�VLQQHU��-RQDWKDQ�SLFWXUHV�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV��DQG�=LED�SRU�
WUD\V�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��.LQJ�6DXO�EHFDPH�DQ�HQHP\�RI�'DYLG�
0HSKLERVKHWK� LV�6DXO¶V� JUDQGVRQ��$V�$GDP�EHFDPH�DQ
HQHP\�RI�*RG��HYHQ�VR�DOO�RI�XV�DUH�KLV�JUDQGVRQV��7KH�2OG
7HVWDPHQW�LV�IXOO�RI�SLFWXUHV�RI�*RG¶V�VDOYDWLRQ��:KDW�FDQ
ZH�OHDUQ�IURP�WKLV�SLFWXUH"

Who  Took  the  Initiative?
0HSKLERVKHWK�QHYHU�PDGH�D�PRYH�WRZDUG�'DYLG��,Q

IDFW��KH�ZDV�KLGLQJ�IURP�'DYLG�DV�KLV�HQHP\�(2 Sam 4:4)��(YHQ
VR��$GDP�³KLG� IURP� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI� WKH�/25'´� (Gen 3:8)�
:K\"�EHFDXVH�VLQ�EURXJKW�JXLOW�LQWR�KLV�VRXO�DQG�EURNH�KLV
IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�(see Isaiah 59:2)��+H�QRZ�KDG�D�GUHDG�RI
*RG��6SLULWXDOO\�KH�GLHG��DV�*RG�KDG�WKUHDWHQHG��³,Q�WKH
GD\�WKDW�WKRX�HDWHVW�WKHUHRI�WKRX�VKDOW�VXUHO\�GLH´�(Gen 2:17)�
6R�LW�LV�ZLWK�DOO�RI�KLV�GHVFHQGDQWV²ZH¶UH�ERUQ�DV�JXLOW\
VLQQHUV�³DOLHQDWHG�IURP�WKH�OLIH�RI�*RG…GHDG�LQ�WUHVSDVVHV
DQG�VLQV´�(Eph 2:1; 4:18)��³:KHUHIRUH�DV�E\�RQH�PDQ�>$GDP@�VLQ
HQWHUHG� LQWR� WKH�ZRUOG� DQG� GHDWK� E\� VLQ�� DQG� VR� GHDWK
SDVVHG�XSRQ�DOO�PHQ��IRU�WKDW�DOO�KDYH�VLQQHG �́(Rom 5:12)�

:KHQ� NLQJ� 6DXO� EHFDPH� 'DYLG¶V� HQHP\�� 0HSKLER�
VKHWK��6DXO¶V�JUDQGVRQ��GLHG�DV�IDU�DV�DQ\�IULHQGVKLS�ZLWK
'DYLG�ZDV�FRQFHUQHG��'DYLG�PXVW�KLPVHOI�WDNH�WKH�LQLWLD�
WLYH� LQ� WKLV� VWRU\�RI�*RG¶V�JUDFH��(YHQ�DV�*RG� WRRN� WKH
LQLWLDWLYH�LQ�WKH�*DUGHQ�WR�VHHN�RXW�RXU�IDWKHU�$GDP�(Gen
3:8-9)��7KDW¶V�KRZ�LW�LV�ZLWK�DOO�RI�XV�E\�QDWXUH²³$OO�ZH�OLNH
VKHHS�KDYH�JRQH�DVWUD\´� (Isaiah 53:6)²WKH�*RRG�6KHSKHUG
PXVW� VHHN� KLV� VKHHS� (Luke 15:4-7; 19:10; John 10:11,16)�� &KDUOHV
6SXUJHRQ�VDLG��³<RX�RQFH�VKRZ�PH�D�ORVW�VKHHS�VHHNLQJ
WKH�VKHSKHUG��DQG�WKHQ�,¶OO�EHOLHYH�WKDW�D�GHSUDYHG�VLQQHU
VHHNV�*RG�ZLWKRXW�ILUVW�*RG�ILQGLQJ�WKH�VLQQHU� �́6LQQHUV
GR�ILQG�&KULVW��EXW�RQO\�DIWHU�WKH\¶UH�IRXQG�RI�WKH�/RUG�(John
1:43-45)��³'DYLG�VHQW�DQG�IHWFKHG�KLP�´

Who  was  the  Object  of  David�s  Quest?
,W�ZRXOG�VHHP�WKDW�IRU�'DYLG�WR�GR�WKLV��0HSKLERVKHWK

PXVW� KDYH� EHHQ� D� IULHQG�� VRPHRQH� ZKR� FRXOG� EHQHILW
'DYLG�E\�SURPRWLQJ�KLV�FDXVH��RU�GHIHQGLQJ�KLV�KRQRXU"
2Q� WKH� FRQWUDU\�� +H� ZDV� DQ� LPPHGLDWH� GHVFHQGDQW� RI
'DYLG¶V�ZRUVW� HQHP\�� 7KH� NLQJ� FRXOG� JDLQ� QRWKLQJ� E\

*IXGLMRK�+VEGI


