
KH�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�FRPSDVVLRQ�RQ�WKRVH�ZKR�VLQ
DJDLQVW�KLP��7KLV�IDFW�FDQQRW�EH�RYHUVWDWHG��$�&KULVWLDQ
LV�D�IRUJLYHQ�SHUVRQ�ZKR�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�EHLQJ�IRUJLYLQJ
RI �RWKHUV��7KRVH�ZKR�VWHDGIDVWO\�UHIXVH�WR�IRUJLYH�RWK�
HUV�DQG�\HW�FODLP�WR�EH�&KULVWLDQV�DUH�GLVSOD\LQJ�WKH
IDFW�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ�E\�*RG�DQG
WKHLU�FODLPV�WR�NQRZ�*RG�DUH�IDOVH�

)RU�LI�\H�IRUJLYH�PHQ�WKHLU�WUHVSDVVHV��\RXU�KHDYHQO\
)DWKHU�ZLOO�DOVR�IRUJLYH�\RX��EXW�LI�\H�IRUJLYH�QRW�PHQ
WKHLU�WUHVSDVVHV��QHLWKHU�ZLOO�\RXU�)DWKHU�IRUJLYH�\RXU
WUHVSDVVHV��0DWW����������
+H� WKDW� VDLWK�� ,� NQRZ� +LP�� DQG� NHHSHWK� QRW� +LV
FRPPDQGPHQWV��LV�D�OLDU��DQG�WKH�WUXWK�LV�QRW�LQ�KLP
���-RKQ������
3XW�RQ� WKHUHIRUH�� DV� WKH�HOHFW�RI�*RG��KRO\�DQG�EH�
ORYHG�� ERZHOV� RI�PHUFLHV��NLQGQHVV��KXPEOHQHVV�RI
PLQG��PHHNQHVV�� ORQJVXIIHULQJ�� IRUEHDULQJ� RQH� DQ�
RWKHU��DQG�IRUJLYLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU��LI�DQ\�PDQ�KDYH�D
TXDUUHO�DJDLQVW�DQ\��HYHQ�DV�&KULVW� IRUJDYH�\RX��VR
DOVR�GR�\H��&RO����������
:H�ORYH�+LP��EHFDXVH�+H�ILUVW�ORYHG�XV��,I�D�PDQ�VD\�
,�ORYH�*RG��DQG�KDWHWK�KLV�EURWKHU��KH�LV�D�OLDU��IRU�KH
WKDW�ORYHWK�QRW�KLV�EURWKHU�ZKRP�KH�KDWK�VHHQ��KRZ
FDQ�KH�ORYH�*RG�ZKRP�KH�KDWK�QRW�VHHQ"�$QG�WKLV
FRPPDQGPHQW� KDYH� ZH� IURP� +LP�� WKDW� KH� ZKR
ORYHWK�*RG�ORYH�KLV�EURWKHU�DOVR����-RKQ����������

Forgiveness:  What  It  Is  and  What  It  Is  Not
1.�)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�D�SURPLVH�QHYHU�WR�EULQJ�XS�VRPH�

RQH·V�VLQ�DJDLQVW�\RX�WR�\RXUVHOI��,W�LV�QRW�D�IHHOLQJ�
2.��)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�FKRRVLQJ�QRW�WR�UHPHPEHU�VRPH�

WKLQJ��)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�QRW�IRUJHWWLQJ�DQ�RIIHQVH�VLQFH�LW
LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�ZLOO�\RXUVHOI�WR�IRUJHW�VRPHWKLQJ�

3.�)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�D�SURPLVH�QRW�WR�EULQJ�WKDW�SDU�
WLFXODU�RIIHQVH�XS�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�DJDLQ��)RUJLYHQHVV�LV
QRW�VLPSO\�DFFHSWLQJ�VRPHRQH�HOVH·V�VLQ�DJDLQVW�\RX�

4.��)LQDOO\��IRUJLYHQHVV�LV�D�SURPLVH�QRW�WR�EULQJ�XS
WKH�RIIHQVH�WR�RWKHUV��)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�QRW�KLGLQJ�VRPH�
RQH·V�VLQ��DQG�LW� LV�QRW�DOORZLQJ�DQG�HQDEOLQJ�D�SUR�
IHVVHG�EHOLHYHU�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�VLQ�

Are  There  Any  Exceptions ?
,�DP�D�ILUP�EHOLHYHU�LQ�ORRSKROHV��,I�WKHUH�LV�DQ\

OHJLWLPDWH��*RG�KRQRULQJ�ZD\�WKDW�,�FDQ�ILQG�WR�OHVVHQ
SDLQ��SD\�OHVV�LQ�WD[HV��RU�GR�OHVV�KDUG�ODERU��,·OO�WDNH
LW��%XW�ZKHQ� LW�FRPHV� WR� IRUJLYHQHVV�� -HVXV�PDNHV�LW
FOHDU�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�DEVROXWHO\�QR�ORRSKROHV�RU�H[FHS�
WLRQV�� ´:KHQ� \H� VWDQG� SUD\LQJ�� IRUJLYH�� LI� \H� KDYH
RXJKW�DJDLQVW�DQ\�� WKDW�\RXU�)DWKHU�DOVR�ZKLFK�LV�LQ
KHDYHQ�PD\�IRUJLYH�\RX�\RXU�WUHVSDVVHVµ��0DUN��������
<RX�PXVW� IRUJLYH� DQ\RQH�ZKR� VLQV� DJDLQVW� \RX�QR
PDWWHU�ZKDW�WKDW�SHUVRQ�KDV�GRQH��HYHQ�LI�WKH�SHUVRQ

LV�QRW�VRUU\�RU�UHSHQWDQW���7KHUH�LV�QR�VLQ�WKDW�LV�VR�ELJ
DQG�VR�WHUULEOH�WKDW�LW�JLYHV�\RX�DQ�H[FXVH�WR�EH�XQIRU�
JLYLQJ�

%XW�VXUHO\�WKHUH�PXVW�EH�RQH�ORRSKROH��ULJKW"�:KDW
DERXW�WKH�EUXWDO�PXUGHU�RI�D�ORYHG�RQH"�:KDW�DERXW
KHLQRXV�VH[�FULPHV"�&HUWDLQO\�WKRVH�VLQV�QHHG�QRW�DQG
FDQQRW� EH� IRUJLYHQ�� ULJKW"� ,I� \RX�KDYH� EHHQ� VLQQHG
DJDLQVW�LQ�WKHVH�KRUULILF�ZD\V��,�DP�WUXO\�VRUU\��%XW�OHW·V
UHPHPEHU�WKDW�LW�LV�*RG�ZKR�KDV�JLYHQ�\RX�WKHVH�WULDOV
WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WR�UHILQH�\RX��*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�\RX�D�IXOO
SODWH�RI�WULDOV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�IRU�+LV�JORU\�DQG�\RXU�JRRG�
,W�ZLOO�WDNH�PRUH�WKDQ�D�GD\��D�PRQWK��RU�D�\HDU�WR�ZRUN
WKURXJK�WKH�SDLQ�DQG�WKH�KHDUWDFKH��%XW�LI�\RX�WKLQN
WKDW�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�\RX�LV�PRUH�JXLOW\
WKDQ� \RX� DUH�� LI� \RX� WKLQN� WKDW� WKH�ZD\� KH� VLQQHG
DJDLQVW�\RX� LV�ZRUVH� WKDQ� WKH�ZD\� WKDW�\RX�VLQQHG
DJDLQVW�*RG��\RX�PD\�QRW�\HW�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKR�*RG
LV��ZKR�\RX�DUH��WKH�KHLQRXVQHVV�RI�\RXU�VLQ��DQG�WKH
H[WUDRUGLQDU\�PHUF\�RI�*RG��,I�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�VLQ�WKDW
ZDV�WRR�ELJ�WR�EH�IRUJLYHQ��LW�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�RQH�RI�WKH
VLQV�VRPHRQH�FRPPLWWHG�DJDLQVW�\RX��EXW�RQH�RI�WKH
WKRXVDQGV� DQG�PLOOLRQV� RI� RIIHQVHV� \RX� FRPPLWWHG
DJDLQVW�WKH�*RG�RI�KHDYHQ�DQG�HDUWK�

Blood,  Sweat,  and  Tears
6RPH�SHRSOH�VHH�H[HUFLVH�DV�WKH�KLJK�SRLQW�RI�WKHLU

GD\�²� ,�DP�QRW�RQH�RI�WKRVH�SHRSOH��([HUFLVH�LV�KDUG
DQG� VZHDW\� ZRUN�� :KHQ� ,� ILUVW� EHJDQ� MRJJLQJ�� ,
FRXOGQ·W�JR�YHU\�IDU�DQG�,�KDG�WR�ZRUN�IRU�HYHU\�VWHS�
$OO�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�ZDV�SXVKLQJ�P\VHOI�WR
FRQWLQXH�UXQQLQJ�DQG�HDFK�WHHWK�MDUULQJ�IRRW�IDOO�ZDV
DQ�HQHP\�WKDW�,�KDG�WR�RYHUFRPH�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�P\
JRDO� RI� UXQQLQJ� WKUHH�PLOHV��1RZ� WKDW� ,� KDYH� EHHQ
GRLQJ� LW� IRU� D� ZKLOH�� MRJJLQJ� LV� VRPHZKDW� VHFRQG
QDWXUH�WR�PH��,�FDQ�WKLQN�DERXW�RWKHU�WKLQJV��$OWKRXJK
LW�LV�VWLOO�KDUG�ZRUN��LW�LV�QRW�WKH�JULQG�WKDW�LW�XVHG�WR
EH��DQG� ,�QRZ�FRPH�DZD\�UHIUHVKHG�UDWKHU� WKDQ� ID�
WLJXHG�

)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�DOVR�KDUG�DQG�VZHDW\�ZRUN��:KHQ
,� DP� VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�� ,� DP� VRPHWLPHV�RYHUZKHOPHG
ZLWK�DQJHU��KXUW��DQG�HYHQ�UDJH��,�KDYH�WR�EDWWOH�WKLV
WLGDO�ZDYH�RI�HPRWLRQV��(YHU\� WKRXJKW� LV�DQ�HQHP\
WKDW�PXVW�EH�VXEGXHG�VR�WKDW�,�FDQ�NHHS�WKH�SURPLVH�,
PDGH�WR�*RG��,I�,�KDYH�EHHQ�KXUW�WR�D�JUHDW�GHJUHH��WKHQ
,�ZLOO�ZDNH�XS�GZHOOLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�,�ZDV�VLQQHG
DJDLQVW�DQG�,�ZLOO�VSHQG�WKH�GD\�GLJJLQJ�P\VHOI�RXW�RI
D�KROH�RI�YHQJHIXO�WKRXJKWV��,�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�VSHQG�P\
WLPH�UHSHQWLQJ�DQG�DVNLQJ�*RG�WR�KHOS�PH�WR�WUDQV�
IRUP�P\� VLQIXO� WKRXJKWV� LQWR� WKRXJKWV� WKDW� KRQRU
+LP��$OWKRXJK�IRUJLYHQHVV�LV�KDUG�ZRUN�DQG�WKHUH�LV
QR�ZD\�WR�WDNH�WKH�VZHDW�RXW�RI�LW��OLNH�SK\VLFDO�WUDLQLQJ
LW�GRHV�JHW�HDVLHU�WKH�PRUH�\RX�ZRUN�DW�LW�

How  Do  You  Forgive ?
7KH�´KRZ�WRµ�RI� IRUJLYHQHVV� LV�QRW�FRPSOLFDWHG�

<RX�EHJLQ�E\� UHFRJQL]LQJ�\RXU� RZQ� VLQIXOQHVV� EHIRUH
*RG� DQG� ZKDW� \RX� GHVHUYH� ZHUH� LW� QRW� IRU� &KULVW
VWDQGLQJ� LQ� \RXU� SODFH� DQG� WDNLQJ�*RG·V�ZUDWK� RQ
\RXU�EHKDOI��&RQVLGHU�&KULVW·V�ZRUGV�LQ�0DWWKHZ�������

:K\�EHKROGHVW�WKRX�WKH�PRWH�WKDW�LV�LQ�WK\�EURWKHU·V
H\H��EXW�FRQVLGHUHVW�QRW�WKH�EHDP�WKDW�LV�LQ�WKLQH�RZQ
H\H"�2U�KRZ�ZLOW�WKRX�VD\�WR�WK\�EURWKHU��/HW�PH�SXOO
RXW�WKH�PRWH�RXW�RI�WKLQH�H\H��DQG��EHKROG��D�EHDP�LV
LQ�WKLQH�RZQ�H\H"�7KRX�K\SRFULWH��ILUVW�FDVW�RXW�WKH
EHDP�RXW�RI�WKLQH�RZQ�H\H��DQG�WKHQ�VKDOW�WKRX�VHH
FOHDUO\�WR�FDVW�RXW�WKH�PRWH�RXW�RI�WK\�EURWKHU·V�H\H�

'R�D�WKRURXJK�LQYHQWRU\�RI�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�\RXU�UHOD�
WLRQVKLSV�DQG�EHJLQ�E\�UHSHQWLQJ�RI�DOO�RI�WKH�VLQ�WKDW
\RX�ILQG�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�OLIH��7KLV�LV�VLPSO\�WKH�REOLJDWLRQ
RI�HYHU\�EHOLHYHU��´,I�ZH�VD\�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�QR�VLQ��ZH
GHFHLYH� RXUVHOYHV�� DQG� WKH� WUXWK� LV� QRW� LQ� XV�� ,I�ZH
FRQIHVV�RXU�VLQV��+H�LV�IDLWKIXO�DQG�MXVW�WR�IRUJLYH�XV
RXU�VLQV��DQG�WR�FOHDQVH�XV�IURP�DOO�XQULJKWHRXVQHVVµ
���-RKQ���������%XW�LW�KDV�D�VHFRQGDU\�EHQHILW�RI�SUHSDULQJ
\RX�WR�KDYH�FRPSDVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�RQH�ZKR�KDV�VLQQHG
DJDLQVW�\RX��7KLV�DFWLRQ�PDNHV�\RX�DZDUH�RI�WKH�IDFW
WKDW�\RX�DUH�D�VLQQHU�MXVW�OLNH�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�VLQQHG
DJDLQVW�\RX��5HFRJQL]H�WKDW�GZHOOLQJ�RQ�WKH�RIIHQGHU·V
VLQ�LV�UHEHOOLRQ�DJDLQVW�*RG��%H�YHU\�FDUHIXO�KRZ�\RX
WDON�WR�RWKHUV�DERXW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��<RX�PLJKW�EH�DEOH
WR�GLVJXLVH�LW�ZHOO��EXW�JUXPEOLQJ�DQG�FRPSODLQLQJ�WR
RWKHUV�DERXW�KRZ�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�ZURQJHG�LV�VLQIXO�
How  Can  You  Know  That  You  Have  Forgiven?

� ,W� LV�QRW�XQFRPPRQ�WR�KHDU�SHRSOH�VD\��´,�KDYH
IRUJLYHQ�KLP��,�MXVW�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�GR
ZLWK�KLP�DQ\PRUH�µ�/LVWHQ�WR�'U��-D\�$GDPV�RQ�WKLV�

)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�QRW�DQ�HQG�LQ�LWVHOI��LW�LV�D�PHDQV�WR�DQ
HQG��D�QHZ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKRVH�IURP�ZKRP�ZH�KDYH
EHFRPH�HVWUDQJHG�EHFDXVH�RI�VRPH�DOWHUFDWLRQ��1RW
RQO\�GRHV�*RG�ZDQW� IRUJLYHQHVV� WR�RFFXU� VSHHGLO\�
EXW�+LV�PDLQ�LQWHUHVW�LV�LQ�WKH�QHZ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZKLFK
IRUJLYHQHVV�DOZD\V�RXJKW�WR�SURGXFH��)RUJLYHQHVV�LV
FOHDULQJ�WKH�UXEEOH�RI�WKH�SDVW�VR�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�IUHVK
DQG�ILQH�PD\�EH�EXLOW�LQ�LWV�SODFH��$JDLQ��WKH�GLYLQH
PRGHO� SUHGRPLQDWHV�� VHWWLQJ� WKH� SDWWHUQ� IRU� XV�� ,Q
VDOYDWLRQ��*RG�GRHV�QRW�PHUHO\�IRUJLYH�\RX��UHPRY�
LQJ�WKH�JXLOW�RI�\RXU�VLQ�DQG�SURPLVLQJ�QHYHU�WR�EULQJ
XS�\RXU�ZURQJGRLQJV��RQO\�WR�IRUJHW�\RX�WKHUHDIWHU�
1R��+H�JRHV�RQ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�QHZ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK
\RX�LQ�ZKLFK�+H�ZDQWV�\RX�WR�JURZ�FORVH�WR�+LP�

,I� \RX� DUH� SXUVXLQJ� WKH� SHUVRQ�ZKR�KXUW� \RX�ZLWK
ORYH��LI�\RX�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�DQG�GHVLULQJ�WR�KDYH�D�JRGO\�
FORVH� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLP��DQG� LI�\RX�DUH�DFWLYHO\
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�EHLQJ�IDLWKIXO�WR�\RXU�SURPLVH�WR�*RG�ERWK
LQ�\RXU�WKRXJKWV�DQG�DFWLRQV��WKHQ�\RX�KDYH�IRUJLYHQ�

The  Priority  of  Reconciliation
5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ�LV�D�PDMRU�JRDO�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV��,I�\RX

KDYH�DFWXDOO\�IRUJLYHQ�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�RIIHQGHG�\RX�
\RX�PXVW�SXUVXH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR
KXUW�\RX��'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�WKH�VLQ�FRP�
PLWWHG�DJDLQVW�\RX��SXUVXLQJ�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�PLJKW�EH
GLVWDVWHIXO�WR�\RX�EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�\RX�VHH�KLV�IDFH�\RX
DUH� LPPHGLDWHO\� EURXJKW� EDFN� WR� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ� LQ
ZKLFK�KH�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�\RX��7KDW�VLPSO\�PHDQV�WKDW
\RX� QHHG� WR� ZRUN� PRUH� GLOLJHQWO\� DW� WDNLQJ� HYHU\
WKRXJKW�FDSWLYH�DQG�UHSHQWLQJ�ZKHQ�\RX�EUHDN�\RXU
SURPLVH� WR� IRUJLYH�� &RQVLGHU� WKH� IROORZLQJ� ELEOLFDO
DUJXPHQW�

1.��$�EHOLHYHU�LV�E\�GHILQLWLRQ�D�*RG�ORYHU�
7KH� WULDO� RI� \RXU� IDLWK�� EHLQJ�PXFK�PRUH� SUHFLRXV
WKDQ�RI�JROG�WKDW�SHULVKHWK��WKRXJK�LW�EH�WULHG�ZLWK
ILUH�� PLJKW� EH� IRXQG� XQWR� SUDLVH� DQG� KRQRXU� DQG
JORU\�DW�WKH�DSSHDULQJ�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��ZKRP�KDYLQJ
QRW�VHHQ��\H�ORYH�� LQ�ZKRP��WKRXJK�QRZ�\H�VHH�+LP
QRW��\HW�EHOLHYLQJ��\H�UHMRLFH�ZLWK�MR\�XQVSHDNDEOH
DQG�IXOO�RI�JORU\����3HWHU��������
2.��$�*RG�ORYHU�LV�E\�GHILQLWLRQ�D�SHUVRQ�ORYHU�
$�QHZ�FRPPDQGPHQW�,�JLYH�XQWR�\RX��WKDW�\H�ORYH
RQH�DQRWKHU��DV�,�KDYH�ORYHG�\RX��WKDW�\H�DOVR�ORYH�RQH
DQRWKHU��%\�WKLV�VKDOO�DOO�PHQ�NQRZ�WKDW�\H�DUH�P\
GLVFLSOHV��LI�\H�KDYH�ORYH�RQH�WR�DQRWKHU��-RKQ����������
FI����-RKQ����������
3.��,I�RQH�LV�ERWK�D�*RG�ORYHU�DQG�D�SHUVRQ�ORYHU�

WKHQ�KH�ZLOO�SXUVXH�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�ZLWK�DOO�PHQ�
3XW�RQ� WKHUHIRUH�� DV� WKH�HOHFW�RI�*RG��KRO\�DQG�EH�
ORYHG�� ERZHOV� RI�PHUFLHV��NLQGQHVV��KXPEOHQHVV�RI
PLQG��PHHNQHVV�� ORQJVXIIHULQJ�� IRUEHDULQJ� RQH� DQ�
RWKHU��DQG�IRUJLYLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU��LI�DQ\�PDQ�KDYH�D
TXDUUHO�DJDLQVW�DQ\��HYHQ�DV�&KULVW�IRUJDYH�\RX��VR
DOVR�GR�\H��$QG�DERYH�DOO�WKHVH�WKLQJV�SXW�RQ�FKDULW\�
ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ERQG�RI�SHUIHFWQHVV��&RO����������

+RZHYHU��DIWHU�FRQVLGHULQJ�DOO�RI�WKDW��UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ
WDNHV�WZR�ZLOOLQJ�SDUWLHV��,W�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�SRVVLEOH�WR
EH�UHFRQFLOHG�ZLWK�DOO�PHQ��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�WKH�RWKHU�SHU�
VRQ�LV�DQ�XQEHOLHYHU��,I�RQH�SDUW\�LV�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�KDYH
D�UHODWLRQVKLS�WKHQ�WKHUH�FDQ�EH�QR�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��´,I
LW�EH�SRVVLEOH��DV�PXFK�DV�OLHWK�LQ�\RX��OLYH�SHDFHDEO\
ZLWK�DOO�PHQµ��5RP���������:KHQ�WKH�RWKHU�SDUW\�UHIXVHV
WR�UHFRQFLOH�ZLWK�\RX��LI�KH�LV�QRW�D�SURIHVVLQJ�EHOLHYHU
WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�\RX�FDQ�GR��/HW�VRPH�WLPH�SDVV�DQG
WKHQ�FRQWDFW�KLP�DQG�RQFH�DJDLQ�DVN�LI�KH�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR
UHFRQFLOH�ZLWK�\RX��7KLV�VLGH�RI�KHDYHQ��DOWKRXJK�\RX
PXVW�GHVLUH�WR�EH�UHFRQFLOHG�ZLWK�DOO�PHQ��LW�PD\�EH
WKDW�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�PD\�JR�WR�KLV�JUDYH�XQZLOOLQJ�WR
EH�UHFRQFLOHG�WR�\RX�



Qualified  Forgiveness
:KDW�ZH�KDYH�VWXGLHG�VR�IDU�LV�ZKDW�ZH�FDOO�IXOO

IRUJLYHQHVV��:KDW�\RX�FDOO�LW�GRHVQ·W�PDWWHU�VR�PXFK�DV
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�FRQFHSW�LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�ZKDW�ZH�ZLOO
FDOO�TXDOLILHG�IRUJLYHQHVV��:H�KDYH�WKHVH�WZR�FDWHJRULHV
EHFDXVH� 6FULSWXUH� WHDFKHV� XV� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� FHUWDLQ
VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHQ�ZH�PD\�GHVLUH�QRW�WR�EULQJ�XS�DQRWKHU
SHUVRQ·V�VLQ�DQG�ZH�PD\�GHVLUH�WR�UHFRQFLOH��EXW�*RG
FRPPDQGV�XV�WR�EULQJ�XS�WKH�VLQ�DQG�UHPDLQ�XQUHFRQ�
FLOHG��7KLV�LV�QRW�FRQWUDGLFWLQJ�ZKDW�ZH·YH�VDLG�� LW·V
MXVW�EHLQJ�IDLWKIXO�WR�WKH�WRWDOLW\�RI�ZKDW�*RG·V�:RUG
VD\V�DERXW�IRUJLYHQHVV��/HW·V�ORRN�DW�WKLV�PRUH�FORVHO\�

5HPHPEHU�IXOO�IRUJLYHQHVV�LQFOXGHV�DOO�IRXU�RI�WKHVH�
����)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�D�SURPLVH�QHYHU�WR�EULQJ�XS�VRPH�
RQH·V� VLQ� DJDLQVW� \RX� WR� \RXUVHOI�� ���� )RUJLYHQHVV� LV
FKRRVLQJ�QRW�WR�UHPHPEHU�VRPHWKLQJ������)RUJLYHQHVV
LV�D�SURPLVH�QRW�WR�EULQJ�WKDW�SDUWLFXODU�RIIHQVH�XS�WR
WKH�SHUVRQ�DJDLQ������)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�D�SURPLVH�QRW�WR
EULQJ�XS�WKH�RIIHQVH�WR�RWKHUV�

4XDOLILHG� IRUJLYHQHVV� RFFXUV� ZKHQ� VRPHRQH� FDOOV
KLPVHOI�D�&KULVWLDQ�EXW�UHIXVHV�WR�UHSHQW�RI�KLV�VLQ��<RX
PXVW�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�ORYH�WKLV�SHUVRQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�VHHN
YHQJHDQFH��%XW�\RX�FDQQRW�SURPLVH�WR�´QRW�UHPHP�
EHUµ�WKH�VLQ��EHFDXVH�*RG�FRPPDQGV�\RX�WR�EULQJ�LW�XS
WR�KLP��<RX�FDQQRW�SURPLVH�QRW�WR�EULQJ�LW�XS�WR�RWKHUV�
EHFDXVH� LI� KH� UHPDLQV� XQUHSHQWDQW�� WKHQ�*RG� FRP�
PDQGV�\RX�WR�LQYROYH�RWKHUV�LQ�WKLV�GLIILFXOW�VLWXDWLRQ�

,I�WK\�EURWKHU�VKDOO�WUHVSDVV�DJDLQVW�WKHH��JR�DQG�WHOO
KLP�KLV�IDXOW�EHWZHHQ�WKHH�DQG�KLP�DORQH��LI�KH�VKDOO
KHDU�WKHH��WKRX�KDVW�JDLQHG�WK\�EURWKHU��%XW�LI�KH�ZLOO
QRW�KHDU�WKHH��WKHQ�WDNH�ZLWK�WKHH�RQH�RU�WZR�PRUH�
WKDW� LQ� WKH�PRXWK� RI� WZR� RU� WKUHH�ZLWQHVVHV� HYHU\
ZRUG�PD\�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG��$QG�LI�KH�VKDOO�QHJOHFW�WR
KHDU�WKHP��WHOO�LW�XQWR�WKH�FKXUFK��EXW�LI�KH�QHJOHFW�WR
KHDU�WKH�FKXUFK��OHW�KLP�EH�XQWR�WKHH�DV�DQ�KHDWKHQ
PDQ�DQG�D�SXEOLFDQ��0DWW�����������

,Q� OLJKW� RI� WKDW�� TXDOLILHG� IRUJLYHQHVV� LV� UHDOO\� D� KHDUW
DWWLWXGH�LQ�ZKLFK�\RX�GHVLUH�WR�PRYH�WR�IXOO�IRUJLYHQHVV
DQG�EH�UHFRQFLOHG�ZLWK�WKH�RIIHQGHU��7KDW�LV��\RX�WXUQ
DZD\�IURP�DQ\�DQJHU�RU�ELWWHUQHVV��%HIRUH�*RG��VKRZ
\RXU�FRPSOHWH�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�IRUJLYH�WKH�RIIHQGHU�DQG
\RXU�GHVLUH�WR�EOHVV�KLP�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKH�RIIHQVH�

)LQDOO\��EH�\H�DOO�RI�RQH�PLQG��KDYLQJ�FRPSDVVLRQ�RQH
RI�DQRWKHU��ORYH�DV�EUHWKUHQ��EH�SLWLIXO��EH�FRXUWHRXV�
QRW�UHQGHULQJ�HYLO�IRU�HYLO��RU�UDLOLQJ�IRU�UDLOLQJ��EXW
FRQWUDULZLVH�EOHVVLQJ��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�\H�DUH�WKHUHXQWR
FDOOHG��WKDW�\H�VKRXOG�LQKHULW�D�EOHVVLQJ��)RU�KH�WKDW
ZLOO�ORYH�OLIH��DQG�VHH�JRRG�GD\V��OHW�KLP�UHIUDLQ�KLV
WRQJXH�IURP�HYLO��DQG�KLV�OLSV�WKDW�WKH\�VSHDN�QR�JXLOH�
OHW�KLP�HVFKHZ�HYLO��DQG�GR�JRRG��OHW�KLP�VHHN�SHDFH�
DQG�HQVXH�LW��)RU�WKH�H\HV�RI�WKH�/RUG�DUH�RYHU�WKH�ULJKW�
HRXV��DQG�+LV�HDUV�DUH�RSHQ�XQWR�WKHLU�SUD\HUV��EXW�WKH
IDFH�RI�WKH�/RUG�LV�DJDLQVW�WKHP�WKDW�GR�HYLO����3HWHU���������

,W� LV� RQO\� WKH� RIIHQGHU·V�XQUHSHQWDQFH� DQG�\RXU
VXEVHTXHQW�ELEOLFDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� WRZDUG�KLP�WKDW
DUH�WKH�REVWDFOHV�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�PRYLQJ�WR�IXOO�IRUJLYH�
QHVV��<RX�VWLOO�KDYH�QR�ULJKW�WR�JUXPEOH�RU�GZHOO�XSRQ
WKH�ZURQJ�GRQH�WR�\RX��<RX�FDQQRW�JRVVLS�ZLWK�RWKHUV
DERXW�WKH�VLQ�RU�WKH�VLQQHU��%XW�\RX�PXVW�WKLQN�DERXW
WKH�RIIHQVH�DQG�EULQJ�LW�XS�WR�WKH�RIIHQGHU�DQG�RWKHUV
IRU�FRQVWUXFWLYH�DQG�ORYLQJ�ELEOLFDO�SXUSRVHV�

,W� LV� ZRQGHUIXO� WKDW� *RG� KDV� JLYHQ� XV� D� UDWKHU
GHWDLOHG� H[DPSOH� RI� TXDOLILHG� IRUJLYHQHVV� LQ� WKH�1HZ
7HVWDPHQW��+HUH�LV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��$�SURIHVVHG�EHOLHYHU
ZDV� LQYROYHG� LQ� XQUHSHQWDQW� VLQ� �KH� ZDV� VH[XDOO\
LQYROYHG�ZLWK�KLV�VWHS�PRWKHU��DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�ZDV
WXUQLQJ�D�EOLQG�H\H�WR�WKLV�EHKDYLRU��3DXO�FKDVWLVHG�WKH
&RULQWKLDQV�DQG�SXVKHG�WKHP�WR�EH�IDLWKIXO�WR�&KULVW
E\�H[HUFLVLQJ�FKXUFK�GLVFLSOLQH��5HDG���&RU���������

8S�WR�WKLV�SRLQW�ZH�KDYH�D�FOHDU�H[DPSOH�RI�TXDOL�
ILHG�IRUJLYHQHVV�ERWK�ZLWK�WKH�&RULQWKLDQV�DQG�ZLWK
3DXO�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKLV�EHOLHYHU�VWXFN�LQ�VLQ��7KH�FKXUFK
DW� &RULQWK� GLVFLSOLQHG� WKLV� SURIHVVHG� EHOLHYHU� �WKH\
SXW�KLP�RXW�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��DQG�WKHQ�KH�UHSHQWHG�RI�KLV
VLQ��3DXO�WKHQ�WHOOV�WKH�FKXUFK�WKDW�WKH\�QHHG�WR�IXOO\
IRUJLYH�KLP�VLQFH�KH�JDYH�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�JRGO\�VRUURZ
IRU�VLQ��D�N�D���WUXH�ELEOLFDO�UHSHQWDQFH���2QO\�ZKHQ�KH
UHSHQWHG�GLG�WKH�FKXUFK�JUDQW�KLP�IXOO�IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG
UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�FRXOG�WDNH�SODFH��5HDG���&RU���������

A  Parable  To Consider 
1RZ�ZH�QHHG�WR�DGGUHVV�VRPH�SDUWLFXODUV�DERXW

WKLV�DPD]LQJ�WUDQVDFWLRQ�ZH�FDOO�IRUJLYHQHVV��%XW�EH�
IRUH�ZH�JHW�LQWR�WKH�YHU\�SUDFWLFDO�SDUWLFXODUV��,�ZRXOG
OLNH�\RX� WR� FRQVLGHU�D�SDUDEOH� LQ�0DWWKHZ·V�*RVSHO
WKDW�LV�PHDQW�WR�JHW�RXU�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�IRUJLYHQHVV�RQ
WKH�ULJKW�WUDFN��5HDG�WKH�SDUDEOH�LQ�0DWWKHZ����������

1RWLFH�LQ�YHUVH����WKH�VODYH�RZHV�KLV�/RUG�������
WDOHQWV��,Q�8�6��FXUUHQF\�WKLV�ZRXOG�EH�HTXDO�WR�VHYHUDO
KXQGUHG�PLOOLRQ�RU�SHUKDSV�HYHQ�D�ELOOLRQ�GROODUV��%XW
LQ�YHUVH����LW�VD\V�WKDW�WKLV�LQGHEWHG�VODYH�KDG�D�FRO�
OHDJXH�ZKR�RZHG�KLP�����SHQFH��D�GD\·V�ZDJHV�IRU
PRVW�ZRUNLQJ�PHQ�RI�WKDW�WLPH���-HVXV�WHOOV�XV�ZKDW�WKLV
SDUDEOH�PHDQV�LQ�YHUVH�����*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�LV�WKH�NLQJ
LQ�WKLV�SDUDEOH�DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�IRUJLYH�RWKHUV�ILW
WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�LQGHEWHG�\HW�XQIRUJLYLQJ�VODYH�

What  is  a  Good  Way  to  Ask  for  Forgiveness ?
'RQ·W� VD\�� ´,·P� VRUU\�µ�7KDW� LV� FKHDS�DQG�UDUHO\

PHDQV�DQ\WKLQJ��$UH�\RX�VRUU\�IRU�KRZ�\RX�VLQQHG
DJDLQVW� WKH�SHUVRQ�� RU� DUH�\RX� VLPSO\� VRUU\� IRU� WKH
VLWXDWLRQ"�:KHQ� \RX� VD\�� ´,·P� VRUU\�µ� \RX� DUH� QRW
DGPLWWLQJ�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�WUXO\�ZURQJHG
KLP��\RX�DUH�QRW�H[SODLQLQJ�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�GRQH��DQG
\RX�DUH�QRW�DVNLQJ�KLP�WR�EH�UHFRQFLOHG�WR�\RX�GHVSLWH
\RXU�VLQ�DJDLQVW�KLP��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��VD\LQJ��´,·P�VRUU\µ

QHLWKHU� FDOOV� IRU�QRU�DOORZV� IRU�D� UHVSRQVH� IURP� WKH
SHUVRQ�\RX�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�

,Q�RUGHU�WR�DVN�IRU�IRUJLYHQHVV��ILUVW�\RX�KDYH�WR
UHFRJQL]H� WKDW� \RX� KDYH� VLQQHG� DJDLQVW� *RG� DQG
DJDLQVW� DQRWKHU� SHUVRQ�� 3VDOP� ��� SXWV� WKH� SULPDU\
HPSKDVLV� RQ� \RXU� VLQ� DJDLQVW� *RG�� ¶¶$JDLQVW� 7KHH�
7KHH�RQO\��KDYH� ,� VLQQHG��DQG�GRQH� WKLV�HYLO� LQ�7K\
VLJKW�� WKDW� 7KRX� PLJKWHVW� EH� MXVWLILHG� ZKHQ� 7KRX
VSHDNHVW��DQG�EH�FOHDU�ZKHQ�7KRX�MXGJHVWµ��Y�����7KDW·V
WKH�SULPDU\�LVVXH�WKDW�\RX�QHHG�WR�DGGUHVV��<RX�QHHG
WR� UHFRJQL]H� WKDW� \RX� SHUVRQDOO\� RIIHQGHG� *RG� E\
\RXU�ZLOOIXO�UHEHOOLRQ��<RX�QHHG�WR�DFWXDOO\�EH�UHSHQ�
WDQW�� 7KHUH� FDQ� EH� QR� EODPH�VKLIWLQJ��<RX� DUH� ����
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�\RXU�VLQ��<RX�DOVR�QHHG�WR�UHFRJQL]H
KRZ�\RX�KDYH�KXUW�WKH�RWKHU�SHUVRQ�E\�\RXU�VHOI�FHQ�
WHUHG�EHKDYLRU��2QFH�\RX�KDYH�FRQVLGHUHG�DQG�HP�
EUDFHG�DOO�RI�WKDW��SLFN�D�JRRG�WLPH�WR�WDON�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ
ZKHQ�KH·V�QRW�EXV\�DQG�LW·V�FRQYHQLHQW�IRU�KLP��WKRXJK
QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�IRU�\RX���7HOO�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH
GRQH�DQG�KRZ�\RX�UHDOL]H�WKDW�\RX�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�*RG
DQG�KLP��6SHQG�WLPH�PDNLQJ�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�\RX�UHDOL]H
KRZ�\RXU�VLQ�KXUW�KLP��7KHQ�DVN�WKH�SHUVRQ�WR�IRUJLYH
\RX�� ´:RXOG�\RX�SOHDVH� IRUJLYH�PH"µ�+H�GRHV�QRW
KDYH�WR�DQVZHU�ULJKW�DZD\��$OORZ�WLPH�IRU�KLP�WR�WKLQN
DERXW�LW�DQG�FRQVLGHU�ZKHWKHU�KH�LV�DEOH�WR�PDNH�WKDW
SURPLVH�LQ�IURQW�RI�*RG�DQG�\RX��,I�\RX�KDYH�GRQH�DOO
RI�WKLV��\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�IDLWKIXO��3UD\�WKDW�*RG�ZRXOG
JLYH�WKH�SHUVRQ�\RX�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�D�IRUJLYLQJ�KHDUW
WRZDUGV�\RX�DQG�WKDW�\RXU�VLQIXO�EHKDYLRU�ZRXOG�QRW
PDNH�KLP�ELWWHU�

How  To  Grant  Forgiveness
2QFH�VRPHRQH�KDV�JRQH�WKURXJK�WKH�VWHSV�DERYH

ZLWK�\RX��,�ZDQW�WR�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�QRW�WR�VD\��´<HV��,
IRUJLYH�\RXµ�ULJKW�DZD\��<RX�QHHG�WR�FRQVLGHU�LI�\RX
DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�PDNH�WKH�VROHPQ�SURPLVH�EHIRUH�*RG
WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�QRW�FRQWLQXH�WR�GZHOO�RQ�WKLV�VLQ�RU�EULQJ
LW�XS�DJDLQ��7KLQN�DERXW�WKLV�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI�DOO�WKDW�*RG
KDV�IRUJLYHQ�\RX� �(SK��������7KLV�VKRXOG�PRYH�\RX�WR
SUDLVH�*RG�DQG�PDNH�WKLV�SURPLVH�WR�*RG��$IWHU�WKDW�
\RX�VKRXOG�PDNH�WKLV�SURPLVH�WR�IRUJLYH�WKH�SHUVRQ
ZKR�DVNHG�IRU�IRUJLYHQHVV��2QFH�\RX�JUDQW�IRUJLYH�
QHVV�\RX�QHHG�WR�UHDOO\�ZRUN�RYHUWLPH�DW�VKRZLQJ�ORYH
WRZDUG�WKH�SHUVRQ�\RX�IRUJDYH��,W�LV�YHU\�OLNHO\�WKDW
\RX�ZLOO�GHVLUH�WR�NHHS�\RXU�GLVWDQFH��7KDW�LV�D�FRP�
PRQ�DQG�VLQIXO�GHVLUH��2XW�RI�ORYH�IRU�*RG�\RX�QHHG
WR�SXUVXH�WKDW�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�ORYH�q

²�$GDSWHG�IURP�WKH�ZULWLQJV�RI�6WHYH�/HKUHU�
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RUJLYHQHVV�LV�WKH�KHDUW�DQG�VRXO�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�
:H�DUH�FRPPDQGHG�WR�IRUJLYH�RWKHUV�DV�*RG
KDV� IRUJLYHQ�XV��´%H�\H�NLQG�RQH� WR�DQRWKHU�

WHQGHUKHDUWHG��IRUJLYLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU��HYHQ�DV�*RG�IRU
&KULVW·V�VDNH�KDWK�IRUJLYHQ�\RXµ��(SK��������:H�GUDZ�RXU
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� IRUJLYHQHVV� IURP� WKH�H[DPSOH�SDU
H[FHOOHQFH�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�E\�*RG�UHFRQ�
FLOLQJ�+LPVHOI� WR�XV� WKURXJK� WKH� VDFULILFLDO�GHDWK�RI
&KULVW�RQ�WKH�FURVV��*RG·V�ZRUN�LQ�IRUJLYLQJ�XV�PXVW
EH�WKH�KXE�DURXQG�ZKLFK�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�IRU�
JLYHQHVV�DQG�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�GHSWK�RI�RXU
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�IRUJLYH�RWKHUV�UHYROYH��7KHUHIRUH�LW�LV
QHFHVVDU\� WKDW� ZH� SDXVH� KHUH� DQG� UHIOHFW� RQ� VRPH
6FULSWXUHV� WKDW�GHVFULEH�&KULVW·V�ZRUN�DQG�MXVW�KRZ
PXFK�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ�

7KHUHIRUH�E\�WKH�GHHGV�RI�WKH�ODZ�WKHUH�VKDOO�QR�IOHVK
EH�MXVWLILHG�LQ�+LV�VLJKW��IRU�E\�WKH�ODZ�LV�WKH�NQRZO�
HGJH�RI�VLQ��%XW�QRZ�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�*RG�ZLWK�
RXW�WKH�ODZ�LV�PDQLIHVWHG��EHLQJ�ZLWQHVVHG�E\�WKH�ODZ
DQG� WKH� SURSKHWV�� HYHQ� WKH� ULJKWHRXVQHVV� RI� *RG
ZKLFK�LV�E\�IDLWK�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�XQWR�DOO�DQG�XSRQ�DOO
WKHP� WKDW�EHOLHYH�� IRU� WKHUH� LV�QR�GLIIHUHQFH�� IRU�DOO
KDYH� VLQQHG�� DQG� FRPH� VKRUW� RI� WKH� JORU\� RI�*RG�
EHLQJ� MXVWLILHG� IUHHO\� E\�+LV� JUDFH� WKURXJK� WKH� UH�
GHPSWLRQ�WKDW�LV�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV��ZKRP�*RG�KDWK�VHW
IRUWK�WR�EH�D�SURSLWLDWLRQ�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�+LV�EORRG�
WR�GHFODUH�+LV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�IRU�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI�VLQV
WKDW� DUH� SDVW�� WKURXJK� WKH� IRUEHDUDQFH� RI� *RG�� WR
GHFODUH��,�VD\��DW�WKLV�WLPH�+LV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��WKDW�+H
PLJKW�EH�MXVW��DQG�WKH�MXVWLILHU�RI�KLP�ZKLFK�EHOLHYHWK
LQ�-HVXV��5RP����������
)RU�ZKHQ�ZH�ZHUH�\HW�ZLWKRXW�VWUHQJWK��LQ�GXH�WLPH
&KULVW�GLHG�IRU�WKH�XQJRGO\��)RU�VFDUFHO\�IRU�D�ULJKW�
HRXV�PDQ�ZLOO�RQH�GLH��\HW�SHUDGYHQWXUH�IRU�D�JRRG
PDQ�VRPH�ZRXOG�HYHQ�GDUH�WR�GLH��%XW�*RG�FRPPHQ�
GHWK�+LV�ORYH�WRZDUG�XV��LQ�WKDW��ZKLOH�ZH�ZHUH�\HW
VLQQHUV��&KULVW�GLHG�IRU�XV��5RP��������

$�&KULVWLDQ� LV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�UHFRJQL]HV� WKDW�KH�KDV
VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�D�KRO\�*RG��+H�XQGHUVWDQGV� WKDW�KH
GHVHUYHV�DQ�HWHUQLW\�LQ�KHOO�IRU�MXVW�RQH�RI�WKH�WKRX�
VDQGV�DQG�PLOOLRQV�RI�VLQIXO�WKRXJKWV�DQG�DFWLRQV�WKDW
KH�KDV�FRPPLWWHG��+H�UHDOL]HV�WKDW�QR�RQH�FDQ�HYHU�VLQ
DJDLQVW�KLP�DV�RIIHQVLYHO\�DV�KH�GLG�DJDLQVW�*RG�DQG
QR�RQH�FDQ�EH�DV�GHVHUYLQJ�RI�SXQLVKPHQW�IURP�KLP
DV�KH�LV�GHVHUYLQJ�RI�*RG·V�SXQLVKPHQW��6LQFH�D�WUXH
&KULVWLDQ�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�JUDYLW\�RI�KLV�VLQ�DQG�WKH
DPD]LQJ�JLIW�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV�WKDW�*RG�KDV�JUDQWHG�KLP�


