
WKHP�WKDW�,�ZDV�D�WHDFKHU�DQG�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR
NQRZ�WKHLU�GRFWULQH�WR�WHDFK�P\�SXSLOV�EHWWHU
ZKDW�3URWHVWDQWLVP�ZDV��,�ZDV�VXUSULVHG�WKDW
WKH\�ZHUH�SROLWH�ZLWK�PH��DQG�DVWRQLVKHG�WR
VHH�WKDW�WKH\�NQHZ�WKH�%LEOH�EHWWHU�WKDQ�,�GLG�
$QG�LW�PDGH�PH�DVKDPHG�ZKHQ�,�KHDUG�WKHP
VSHDNLQJ�WR�PH�DERXW�&KULVW�ZLWK�D�FRQYLFWLRQ
WKDW�,��SULHVW�WKDW�,�ZDV��QHYHU�IHOW�

7KH\�DQVZHUHG�VRPH�RI �P\�TXHVWLRQV�DQG
LQYLWHG�PH�WR�VSHDN�ZLWK�WKHLU�%DSWLVW�SDVWRU�
,� PHW� ZLWK� KLP� WKH� QH[W� GD\�� EXW� P\� ILUVW
ZRUGV� ZHUH�� ´'R� QRW� WU\� WR� FRQYLQFH� PH
EHFDXVH�\RX�ZLOO�ZDVWH�\RXU� WLPH�� ,�EHOLHYH
WKDW�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�LV�WKH�RQO\
WUXH�RQH��,�ZRXOG�RQO\�OLNH�WR�NQRZ�ZK\�\RX
DUH�QRW�D�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�µ�+H�LQYLWHG�PH�WR
PHHW�HYHU\�ZHHN�DQG�WR�VWXG\�WKH�1HZ�7HVWD�
PHQW��GLVFXVVLQJ�LQ�D�IULHQGO\�ZD\�RXU�GLIIHU�
HQW�SRLQWV�RI �YLHZ��:H�GLG�VR�

7KH� SDVWRU� DQVZHUHG� DOO� P\� TXHVWLRQV
ZLWK�WH[WV�IURP�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��0\�DU�
JXPHQWV�ZHUH�DOZD\V�WKH�VD\LQJV�RI�WKH�3RSHV
DQG�WKH�GHILQLWLRQV�RI �WKH�FRXQFLOV��$OWKRXJK
,�GLG�QRW�DFFHSW�KLV�DUJXPHQWV�H[WHUQDOO\��LQ
P\�RZQ�KHDUW�,�NQHZ�WKDW�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH
*RVSHOV�KDG�PRUH�YDOXH�WKDQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQV�RI
WKH� FRXQFLOV�� DQG� WKDW�ZKDW�3HWHU� DQG�3DXO
VDLG�ZDV�RI�PRUH�DXWKRULW\�WKDQ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV
RI�WKH�3RSHV�
0\�)DLWK�LV�6KDNHQ�E\�*RG·V�:RUG
$V�D�UHVXOW�RI �RXU�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�,�EHJDQ

UHDGLQJ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�GLOLJHQWO\�LQ�RU�
GHU�WR�ILQG�VRPH�DUJXPHQWV�DJDLQVW�WKH�3URW�
HVWDQW� GRFWULQH�� ,�ZDQWHG� QRW� RQO\� WR� VKRZ
WKDW�WKH�SDVWRU�ZDV�PLVWDNHQ��EXW�HYHQ�WR�ZLQ
KLP� IRU� WKH� 5RPDQ� &DWKROLF� &KXUFK�� %XW
DIWHU�HDFK�RQH�RI �RXU�LQWHUYLHZV��,�FDPH�EDFN
WR�P\�VFKRRO�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�KH�KDG�GHIHDWHG
PH�LQ�DUJXPHQW�

)RU� D� ORQJ� WLPH� ,�ZDV� YHU\� FRQFHUQHG�
UHDGLQJ�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�SUD\LQJ�WKDW�*RG�ZRXOG
LQFUHDVH�P\�IDLWK�DQG�GLVSHO�P\�GRXEWV��%XW
WKH�PRUH�RI � WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW� ,� UHDG� WKH
PRUH� FRQIXVHG� ,� EHFDPH�� 0\� IDLWK� ZDV
VKDNHQ�E\�*RG·V�:RUG��&RXOG�LW�EH�SRVVLEOH
WKDW�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�PLJKW�QRW
EH�WKH�WUXH�&KXUFK�RI �-HVXV�&KULVW"�&RXOG�,
EH�ZURQJ�LQ�P\�IDLWK"�,I �VR��ZKDW�ZDV�,�WR�GR"

,�KHDUG�WKDW�RWKHU�SULHVWV�DQG�PRQNV�EH�
FDPH�3URWHVWDQWV�E\�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�%LEOH��EXW�,
FRXOG�QRW�LPDJLQH�P\VHOI �GRLQJ�WKH�VDPH��%H
D� 3URWHVWDQW"� %H� D� KHUHWLF"� %H� DQ� DSRVWDWH
IURP�P\�IDLWK"�1HYHU��:KDW�ZRXOG�P\�SDU�

HQWV�� P\� SXSLOV�� DQG� P\� IULHQGV� VD\"� 0\
HOHYHQ�\HDUV�RI �VWXG\�ZRXOG�EH�GHFODUHG�LQYD�
OLG��:KDW�ZRXOG�,�GR�IRU�D�OLYLQJ"

7KHVH� WKRXJKWV� GLVWXUEHG� PH� JUHDWO\�� ,
SUHIHUUHG�QRW�WR�FKDQJH�P\�IDLWK��,�ZLVKHG�,
KDG�QHYHU�VSRNHQ�ZLWK�WKDW�SDVWRU��,�WULHG�WR
FRQYLQFH�P\VHOI �WKDW�KH�ZDV�PLVWDNHQ��,�UHDG
WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�PRUH�DQG�PRUH��VHHNLQJ
IRU� DQ� DQVZHU� WR� FRQILUP�P\� SRVLWLRQ� DV� D
5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�SULHVW��7KH�PRUH�,�UHDG��WKH
FOHDUHU�,�VDZ�KRZ�ZURQJ�,�ZDV��EXW�,�ZDV�VR
DIUDLG�RI �OHDYLQJ�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK
WKDW� ,� GHFLGHG� WR� FRQWLQXH� DV� D� SULHVW� HYHQ
WKRXJK�,�FRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�EHOLHYH�LQ�5RPDQ
&DWKROLF�GRFWULQH�

$�3HUVLVWHQW�1XQ
2QH�6XQGD\��6LVWHU�'RORUHV�VDLG� WR�PH�

´)DWKHU��\RX�GLGQ·W�SUHDFK�DJDLQVW�WKH�3URWHV�
WDQWV�DV�\RX�SURPLVHG��7KH\�FRQWLQXH�JURZ�
LQJ�HYHU\�GD\�DQG�DUH�ZLQQLQJ�PDQ\�SHRSOH
IRU� WKHLU� FKXUFK�µ� ´6LVWHU�µ� ,� VDLG� WR�KHU�� ´,
KDYH� EHHQ� VWXG\LQJ� WKH� 3URWHVWDQW� GRFWULQH
GXULQJ�DOO�WKLV�WLPH��EXW�,�KDYH�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW
WKH\�DUH�QRW�DV�EDG�DV�ZH� WKLQN��7KH\�EDVH
WKHLU� GRFWULQH� RQ� WKH� %LEOH�� DQG�ZH� FDQQRW
SUHDFK�DJDLQVW�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�µ

´<RX� DUH� TXLWH� PLVWDNHQ�� )DWKHU�µ� DQ�
VZHUHG�WKH�QXQ��́ 7KH\�DUH�YHU\�EDG��7KH\�DUH
ZROYHV�LQ�VKHHS·V�FORWKLQJ��7KH\�DUH�HQHPLHV
RI� RXU� FRXQWU\�� 7KH\� KDWH�0DU\�� 7KH\� DUH
XQGHUPLQLQJ�RXU�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�3RSH��:H�PXVW
VWDUW�D�FDPSDLJQ�DJDLQVW�WKHP�µ

,�WROG�KHU�KRZ�VRPH�SULHVWV�ZKR�ZDQWHG
WR� SUHDFK� DJDLQVW� WKH� 3URWHVWDQWV� KDG� EHHQ
FRQYHUWHG�DQG�KDG�EHFRPH�3URWHVWDQWV�ZKHQ
WKH\�VWXGLHG�WKHLU�GRFWULQH�ZLWKRXW�SUHMXGLFH
DQG� LQ� WKH� OLJKW� RI� WKH�6FULSWXUHV��7KH�QXQ
LQWHUUXSWHG�PH�� ´'RQ·W� WHOO�PH� WKLV��)DWKHU�
7KH\�ZHUH�QRW�FRQYHUWHG��EXW�SHUYHUWHG��7KH\
ZHQW� RYHU� WR� 3URWHVWDQWLVP� HLWKHU� EHFDXVH
WKH\�ZHUH�GHPHQWHG�RU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZDQWHG
WR�JHW�PDUULHG��<RX�FDQ�VWXG\�WKLV�GRFWULQH
ZLWKRXW�IHDU�µ�VKH�FRQWLQXHG��́ DQG�,�DP�VXUH
\RX�ZLOO�QHYHU�JR�WR�3URWHVWDQWLVP��<RX�DUH
QRW�GHPHQWHG��QHLWKHU�ZRXOG�\RX�VHOO�&KULVW
IRU�D�ZRPDQ�µ

´,�DP�WKLQNLQJ�WKH�VDPH��6LVWHU�µ�,�UHSOLHG�
´,�SURPLVH�\RX�WKDW�,�ZLOO�VWXG\�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ
VHULRXVO\��,I �,�FRPH�WR�D�FRQYLFWLRQ�WKDW�WKH
3URWHVWDQWV�DUH�ZURQJ��,�ZLOO�VWDUW�D�FDPSDLJQ
DJDLQVW�WKHP��,I �,�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�ULJKW�
,�VKDOO�EHFRPH�RQH�RI �WKHP�µ�´'RQ·W�ZRUU\�
)DWKHU�µ�VDLG�WKH�QXQ��VPLOLQJ��TXLWH�VDWLVILHG

ZLWK�P\�GHFLVLRQ��´<RX�ZLOO�QHYHU�EH�D�3URW�
HVWDQW�µ�,�UHDG�P\�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DJDLQ�DQG
DJDLQ��DQG�,�SUD\HG�WR�*RG�ZLWK�DOO�P\�KHDUW�
DVNLQJ�IRU�ZLVGRP�DQG�JXLGDQFH�WR�DUULYH�DW
D�FOHDU�DQG�ULJKW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI �KLV�:RUG�
,�NQHZ�,�ZRXOG�QHYHU�EH�KDSS\�RU�KDYH�SHDFH
RWKHUZLVH�
6DOYDWLRQ���7KURXJK�)DLWK�LQ�&KULVW

7KUHH� PRQWKV� ODWHU� ,� OHIW� WKH� 5RPDQ
&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��7KURXJK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�WKH
/RUG�-HVXV�EHFDPH�UHDO�WR�P\�KHDUW��,�VDZ�WKDW
VDOYDWLRQ�ZDV�QRW�LQ�D�FKXUFK��EXW�UDWKHU�LQ�WKH
SHUVRQ�RI �KLP�ZKR�GLHG�DW�&DOYDU\��IRU�&KULVW
VD\V��´&RPH�XQWR�PH��DOO�\H�WKDW�ODERXU�DQG
DUH�KHDY\�ODGHQ��DQG�,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�UHVWµ�(Matt
11:28)��*RG·V�:RUG�WHDFKHV�WKDW�VLQIXO�PHQ�DUH
´MXVWLILHG�IUHHO\�E\�KLV�JUDFH�WKURXJK�WKH�UH�
GHPSWLRQ� WKDW� LV� LQ� &KULVW� -HVXVµ� (Rom 3:24)�
7KHUH�LV�EXW�RQH�SODFH�RI�UHIXJH��DQG�LW·V�QRW
LQ�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK³´,I�DQ\�PDQ�EH�LQ
&KULVW��KH�LV�D�QHZ�FUHDWXUHµ�(2 Cor 5:17)��

6DOYDWLRQ� LV� QRW� HDUQHG� E\� JRRG� ZRUNV
DQG�UHOLJLRXV�GHHGV��LW·V�*RG·V�IUHH�JLIW�JLYHQ
WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW��IRU�WKH�%LEOH�WHDFKHV�
´)RU�E\�JUDFH�DUH�\H�VDYHG�WKURXJK�IDLWK��DQG
WKDW�QRW�RI �\RXU��VHOYHV��LW�LV�WKH�JLIW�RI�*RG�
QRW�RI�ZRUNV��OHVW�DQ\�PDQ�VKRXOG�ERDVWµ�(Eph
2:8,9)��´7KHUHIRUH�EHLQJ�MXVWLILHG�E\�IDLWK��ZH
KDYH�SHDFH�ZLWK�*RG�WKURXJK�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV
&KULVWµ� (Rom 5:1)��´1RW�E\�ZRUNV�RI�ULJKWHRXV�
QHVV�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�GRQH��EXW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV
PHUF\�KH�VDYHG�XVµ�(Titus 3:5)�

7UXVWLQJ�LQ�-HVXV�DORQH�LV�WKH�NH\�WR�OLIH�
´+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�RQ�KLP�LV�QRW�FRQGHPQHGµ
(John 3:18)��´+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�RQ�WKH�6RQ�KDWK
HYHUODVWLQJ�OLIH��DQG�KH�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�QRW�WKH
6RQ�VKDOO�QRW�VHH�OLIH��EXW�WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG
DELGHWK�RQ�KLPµ�(John 3:36)���´-HVXV�VDLG�XQWR
WKHP��,�DP�WKH�EUHDG�RI �OLIH��KH�WKDW�FRPHWK
WR�PH�VKDOO�QHYHU�KXQJHU��DQG�KH�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK
RQ�PH�VKDOO�QHYHU�WKLUVWµ�(John 6:35)�

,W·V� QRW� HQRXJK� WR� EH� D� JRRG� 5RPDQ
&DWKROLF��(WHUQDO�OLIH��WKH�MR\�RI �WKH�/RUG��DQG
SHDFH�ZLWK�*RG�DUH� LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��+H�QRW
RQO\�OLEHUDWHG�PH�IURP�P\�VLQV��EXW�DOVR�IURP
WKH� KHDY\� ORDG� ,� KDG� WR� FDUU\� EHLQJ� LQ� D
PRQDVWLF� RUGHU�� 7KH� YHU\� VDPH� /RUG� -HVXV
WKDW�WUDQVIRUPHG�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�6DXO�RI�7DUVXV
LQWR�3DXO�WKH�DSRVWOH�RQ�WKH�URDG�WR�'DPDVFXV
WUDQVIRUPHG�WKH� OLIH�RI �)DWKHU�%RUUDV�LQ�WKH
FHOO�RI �D�PRQDVWHU\��$QG�WKLV�VDPH�/RUG�-HVXV
LV�DEOH�WR�WUDQVIRUP�\RXU�OLIH��WRR��

6LPRQ�.RWWRRU
6HUYLQJ�D�5HOLJLRXV�6\VWHP

*RU�WZHQW\�ILYH�\HDUV�DV�D�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF
SULHVW�� ,� VWULFWO\� IROORZHG� WKH�ULWXDOV�RI �D

V\VWHP�ZKLFK�NHSW�PH�LQ�D�SULVRQ�RI �GDUNQHVV�
,� VHUYHG� WKLV� UHOLJLRXV� V\VWHP� LQ� FRPSOHWH
LJQRUDQFH�RI�*RG·V�ZULWWHQ�:RUG��0\�HGXFD�
WLRQ�IRU�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�SULHVWKRRG�WRRN
SODFH�LQ�5RPH��,�WRRN�P\�GRFWRUDWH�LQ�WKHRO�
RJ\�LQ������DQG�DIWHUZDUGV�GLG�SRVW�JUDGXDWH
VWXGLHV� LQ� HFRQRPLFV� LQ� &DQDGD�� )RU� HLJKW
\HDUV�,�ZDV�SURIHVVRU�RI �HFRQRPLFV�DW�%&0
&ROOHJH��.RWWD\DP��,QGLD��,�ZDV�DOVR�SULQFLSDO
RI�6W��6WHSKHQ·V�&ROOHJH��8]KRYRRU��IRU�QLQH
\HDUV��7KHVH�ZHUH�KLJK�SRVLWLRQV�ZKLFK�JDYH
PH�UHJDUG�LQ�VRFLHW\�DQG�PDWHULDO�SURVSHULW\�
$OO�7KRVH�<HDUV���1R�3HDFH�:LWKLQ

'XULQJ�WZHQW\�ILYH�\HDUV�DV�D�SULHVW��,�GLG
QRW�KDYH�VSLULWXDO� MR\�RU�SHDFH�RI�VRXO�HYHQ
ZKHQ� SHUIRUPLQJ� WKH� YDULRXV� ULWXDOV��7KHUH
ZDV�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�VHQVH�RI �HPSWLQHVV�JURZ�
LQJ� LQVLGH� XQWLO� ,� IHOW� WKDW� WKHUH� ZDV� QR
PHDQLQJ�ZKDWVRHYHU�WR�LQIDQW�EDSWLVP��FRQ�
IHVVLRQ�RI�VLQV��WKH�´UHDO�SUHVHQFH�RI �&KULVWµ
LQ�WKH�0DVV��RU�LQ�DQ\�RI �WKH�RWKHU�ULWXDOV��,
KDG�QR�LGHD�ZKDW�WR�GR��6R�,�WXUQHG�WR�VPRN�
LQJ�� GULQNLQJ�� JOXWWRQ\�� WKHDWHU� DWWHQGDQFH
DQG�RWKHU�VHFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�JDLQ
KDSSLQHVV�DQG�SHDFH��%XW�QRQH�RI �WKLV�FRXOG
JLYH�PH�ZKDW� ,�QHHGHG�GHHS�GRZQ�LQVLGH��,
QHHGHG�WR�EH�VDYHG��7KRVH�ZHUH�\HDUV�RI�DJ�
RQ\�DQG�VSLULWXDO�XQUHVW��,�ZDV�LQ�QHHG�RI �́ WKH
VDOYDWLRQ�ZKLFK�LV�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�ZLWK�HWHUQDO
JORU\µ�(2 Tim 2:10)�

7KH�:RUG�RI�*RG
,W� ZDV� GXULQJ� WKLV� WLPH� RI� P\� GHHSHVW

GHSUHVVLRQ�WKDW�WKH�/RUG�PHUFLIXOO\�EURXJKW
LQWR�P\�OLIH�VHYHUDO�&KULVWLDQ�PHQ�ZKR�KDG�D
UHDO�ORYH�DQG�UHYHUHQFH�IRU�WKH�:RUG�RI �*RG�
,�ZDV�DIIHFWHG�E\�WKHLU�UHYHUHQFH�DQG�DZH�RI
WKH�%LEOH��,W�EHFDPH�FRQWDJLRXV�DQG�,�EHJDQ
WR�VHH�WKH�:RUG�RI �*RG�IRU�ZKDW�LW�UHDOO\�LV³
WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��7KLV�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�QHYHU
JRW� IURP�DOO� WKRVH�\HDUV� LQ�5RPDQ�&DWKROL�
FLVP³D� JHQXLQH� ORYH� DQG� UHVSHFW� IRU� WKH
6FULSWXUHV�� ´+HDYHQ� DQG� HDUWK� VKDOO� SDVV
DZD\��EXW�P\�ZRUGV�VKDOO�QRW�SDVV�DZD\µ�(Mark
13:31)��´$OO�6FULSWXUH�LV�JLYHQ�E\�LQVSLUDWLRQ�RI
*RG�� DQG� LV� SURILWDEOH� IRU� GRFWULQH�� IRU� UH�
SURRI��IRU�FRUUHFWLRQ��IRU�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�ULJKW�
HRXVQHVV�� WKDW� WKH� PDQ� RI � *RG� PD\� EH
SHUIHFW�� WKRURXJKO\� IXUQLVKHG�XQWR�DOO� JRRG



ZRUNVµ� (2 Tim 3:16,17)�� 7KHVH� YHUVHV� EHJDQ� WR
PHDQ� VRPHWKLQJ� WR�PH� QRZ�� ,� KDG� DOZD\V
REWDLQHG�P\�GRFWULQH�IURP�FKXUFK�WUDGLWLRQ
DQG�WKH�3RSH��,�ZDV�JXLOW\�RI �IXOILOOLQJ�WKHVH
ZRUGV�RI �&KULVW��´0DNLQJ�WKH�:RUG�RI �*RG
RI� QRQH� HIIHFW� WKURXJK� \RXU� WUDGLWLRQµ� (Mark
7:13)�� -HVXV� DOZD\V� HOHYDWHG� WKH� 6FULSWXUHV
DERYH�WUDGLWLRQ��́ -HVXV�VDLG�XQWR�WKHP��<H�GR
HUU��QRW�NQRZLQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��QRU�WKH�SRZHU
RI�*RGµ�(Matt 22:29)��0\�KHDUW�ZDV�EURNHQ�RYHU
H[DOWLQJ�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�PHQ�DERYH�WKH�:RUG�RI
*RG��,�KDG�NHSW�DOO�RI �WKH�&DWKROLF�SUHFHSWV
DQG�WUDGLWLRQV�DOO�WKRVH�\HDUV��\HW�WKLV�YRLFH�RI
-HVXV� VWLOO� FDPH� DV� D� VROHPQ� UHEXNH�� ´<HD
UDWKHU��EOHVVHG�DUH�WKH\�WKDW�KHDU�WKH�:RUG�RI
*RG��DQG�NHHS�LWµ�(Luke 11:28)��

*RG·V�:RUG�&RPHV�LQ�3RZHU
,W�ZDV�GXULQJ�WKLV�VROHPQ�WLPH�RI �VWXG\LQJ

WKH�%LEOH� WKDW�*RG� VSRNH�SRZHUIXOO\� WR�P\
VRXO��DV�LW�LV�ZULWWHQ��́ )RU�RXU�JRVSHO�FDPH�QRW
XQWR�\RX�LQ�ZRUG�RQO\��EXW�DOVR�LQ�SRZHU��DQG
LQ�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW…)DLWK�FRPHWK�E\�KHDULQJ�
DQG�KHDULQJ�E\�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG…:KHQ�\H
UHFHLYHG�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�ZKLFK�\H�KHDUG�RI
XV��\H�UHFHLYHG�LW�QRW�DV�WKH�ZRUG�RI �PHQ��EXW
DV�LW�LV�LQ�WUXWK��WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��ZKLFK�HIIHF�
WXDOO\�ZRUNHWK�DOVR�LQ�\RX�WKDW�EHOLHYHµ�(1 Thess
1:5; 2:13; Rom 10:17)��*RG�P\VWHULRXVO\�ZRUNHG�LQ
P\�VRXO��KLV�ORYH�DQG�PHUF\�GUHZ�PH�DQG�,
EHFDPH�D�WUXH�EHOLHYHU�DQG�IDLWKIXO�IROORZHU
RI�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��´%HLQJ�ERUQ�DJDLQ�
QRW�RI �FRUUXSWLEOH�VHHG��EXW�RI �LQFRUUXSWLEOH�
E\�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��ZKLFK�OLYHWK�DQG�DELGHWK
IRU�HYHUµ�(1 Peter 1:23)�
,QIDQW�%DSWLVP�&DQQRW�&KDQJH�D�+HDUW

2QH�RI �WKH�ILUVW�JUHDW�WUXWKV�*RG�WDXJKW
PH�WKURXJK�KLV�:RUG�ZDV�WKH�VSLULWXDO�HPS�
WLQHVV�RI� LQIDQW�EDSWLVP��,�KDG�EHOLHYHG�DQG
SUHDFKHG�WKDW�E\�EDSWLVP�LQIDQWV�ZHUH�´ERUQ
DJDLQ�µ�PDGH�´QHZ�FUHDWXUHV�LQ�&KULVW�µ�DQG
´DGRSWHG�DV�VRQV�RI �*RG�µ�%XW�VXFK�D�WHDFK�
LQJ�LV�QRZKHUH�LQ�*RG·V�:RUG��)DLWK�LQ�&KULVW
PXVW�SUHFHGH�EDSWLVP��IRU�3KLOLS�VDLG�WR�WKH
(XQXFK�ZKR�GHVLUHG�WR�EH�EDSWL]HG��´,I �WKRX
EHOLHYHVW�ZLWK� DOO� WKLQH� KHDUW�� WKRX�PD\HVWµ
(Acts 8:37)��3KLOLS�ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�EDSWL]HG�DQ
XQEHOLHYHU�� DQG� LQIDQWV� FHUWDLQO\� FDQQRW�EH�
OLHYH�� QRU� FDQ� WKH\� H[SHULHQFH� FRQYLFWLRQ�
FRQIHVV�VLQ��RU�FRPPLW�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�&KULVW�
6DOYDWLRQ�LV�LQ�&KULVW��DQG�LQ�RXU�UHFHSWLRQ�RI
KLP� E\� IDLWK�� QRW� LQ� D� UHOLJLRXV� FHUHPRQ\�
´%XW�DV�PDQ\�DV�UHFHLYHG�KLP��WR�WKHP�JDYH

KH�SRZHU�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�VRQV�RI�*RG��HYHQ�WR
WKHP�WKDW�EHOLHYH�RQ�KLV�QDPHµ�(John 1:12)�

2QO\�*RG�&DQ�)RUJLYH�6LQ
7KURXJK� VWXG\LQJ� *RG·V� :RUG�� ,� DOVR

FDPH�IDFH�WR�IDFH�ZLWK�WKH�WUXWK�WKDW�ZH�DUH
QRW�WR�VHHN�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI �RXU�VLQV�WKURXJK�D
SULHVW�� &DWKROLFLVP� WHDFKHV� WKDW� LW� KDV� WKH
SRZHU� DQG� DXWKRULW\� WR� IRUJLYH� VLQV�� $V� D
SULHVW�� ,� KHDUG� PDQ\� FRQIHVVLRQV� DQG� ´DE�
VROYHGµ�PDQ\�SHRSOH� IURP� WKHLU� VLQV�� EHLQJ
LJQRUDQW� RI � WKH� ELEOLFDO� WHDFKLQJ� WKDW� ´RQO\
*RGµ�FDQ�IRUJLYH�VLQ��´:KR�FDQ�IRUJLYH�VLQV
EXW�*RG�RQO\"µ�(Mark 2:7)��7KH�%LEOH�VD\V��´,I
ZH�FRQIHVV�RXU�VLQV��KH�>*RG @�LV�IDLWKIXO�DQG
MXVW�WR�IRUJLYH�XV�RXU�VLQV��DQG�WR�FOHDQVH�XV
IURP�DOO�XQULJKWHRXVQHVVµ�(1 John 1:9)�

:H�GRQ·W�QHHG�D�SULHVW�WR�IRUJLYH�XV��IRU
3DXO�VDLG��́ *RG�IRU�&KULVW·V�VDNH�KDWK�IRUJLYHQ
\RXµ�(Eph 4:32)��:H�DV�VLQQHUV�DUH�WR�JR�GLUHFWO\
WR� *RG� WKURXJK� &KULVW�� ´/HW� XV� WKHUHIRUH
FRPH�EROGO\�XQWR�WKH�WKURQH�RI�JUDFH��WKDW�ZH
PD\�REWDLQ�PHUF\��DQG�ILQG�JUDFH�WR�KHOS�LQ
WLPH�RI �QHHGµ�(Heb 4:16)��´,�DFNQRZOHGJHG�P\
VLQ�XQWR� WKHH�� DQG�PLQH� LQLTXLW\�KDYH� ,�QRW
KLG�� ,� VDLG�� ,�ZLOO�FRQIHVV�P\�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV
XQWR�WKH�/RUG��DQG�WKRX�IRUJDYHVW�WKH�LQLTXLW\
RI�P\�VLQµ�(Psalm 32:5)��,W·V�QRW�DJDLQVW�D�SULHVW
WKDW�ZH·YH� VLQQHG�� EXW� DJDLQVW�*RG��'DYLG
VDLG��´$JDLQVW�WKHH��WKHH�RQO\��KDYH�,�VLQQHG�
DQG� GRQH� WKLV� HYLO� LQ� WK\� VLJKWµ� (Psalm 51:4)�
*RG·V�FKLOGUHQ�JR�GLUHFWO\�WR�WKHLU�KHDYHQO\
)DWKHU�IRU�IRUJLYHQHVV��´/RRN�XSRQ�PLQH�DI�
IOLFWLRQ�DQG�P\�SDLQ��DQG�IRUJLYH�DOO�P\�VLQVµ
(Psalm 25:18)��´%OHVV�WKH�/RUG��2�P\�VRXO��DQG
IRUJHW�QRW� DOO� KLV� EHQHILWV��ZKR� IRUJLYHWK�DOO
WKLQH�LQLTXLWLHVµ�(Psalm 103:2,3)��

7KH�&DWKROLF�	�3XUJDWRU\
*RG� FRQWLQXHG� WR� RSHQ�P\� H\HV� WR� KLV

WUXWKV��,�ZDV�YHU\�VLQFHUH� LQ�SUD\LQJ�IRU�WKH
GHDG�LQ�SXUJDWRU\��EXW�WKH�%LEOH�PHQWLRQV�QR
VXFK�SODFH�RI � H[SLDWLRQ�ZKHUH� VRXOV�DUH� UH�
OHDVHG� WKURXJK� VXIIHULQJ� DQG� WKH� SUD\HUV� RI
WKRVH�OLYLQJ�RQ�HDUWK��,�NQHZ�WKDW�WKH�GRFWULQH
RI� SXUJDWRU\� DIIRUGHG� &DWKROLFV� D� ZD\� RI
FRPSHQVDWLQJ�IRU�DQ�HDV\��VHOI�LQGXOJHQW�OLIH�
7KRVH�ZKR�NQRZ�WKHUH�LV�D�ZD\�WR�FRPSHQ�
VDWH�IRU�WKH�SOHDVXUHV�RI�VLQ�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR
LQGXOJH�DQG�HQMR\��:KHQ�WKH�GDQJHU�RI �KHOO�LV
UHPRYHG�E\�FRQIHVVLRQ�WR�D�SULHVW�DQG�RQO\�D
WHPSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�VLQ�UHPDLQV��LPPH�
GLDWH�SOHDVXUH�LV�WKH�IUHTXHQW�FKRLFH�RYHU�GLV�
WDQW�VXIIHULQJ��6LQ�ORVHV�PXFK�RI�LWV�IHDU�ZKHQ

WKHUH�LV�D�ZD\�WR�PDNH�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�E\�SHQ�
DQFH�LQ�WKLV�OLIH�RU�SXUJDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QH[W�OLIH�

5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�SULHVWV�ORYH�WKH�GRFWULQH
RI�SXUJDWRU\��WRR��IRU�LW�LQFUHDVHV�WKHLU�LPSRU�
WDQFH��:LWKRXW�SULHVWV�RIIHULQJ�VDFULILFHV�IRU
VRXOV�VXIIHULQJ�LQ�SXUJDWRU\��&DWKROLFV�ZRXOG
KDYH�QR�KRSH��6LQFH�WKH�ZRUN�RI �SULHVWV�FDQ
RQO\�SURGXFH�SDUWLDO�IRUJLYHQHVV��WKH�&DWKROLF
UHOLJLRXV�V\VWHP�LV� VDLG� WR�VDYH�VLQQHUV�RQO\
IURP�KHOO��EXW�QRW�SXUJDWRU\��:KHQ�D�&DWKROLF
GLHV�KH�LV�JLYHQ�KRSH�WKDW�VLQ�DQG�SXQLVKPHQW
FDQ� EH� H[SLDWHG� WKURXJK� WKH� SRZHU� RI � WKH
SULHVW��%XW�VXFK�LV�D�PDQ�PDGH�GRFWULQH��IRU
WKH� %LEOH� VD\V�� ´7KH� EORRG� RI � -HVXV� &KULVW
FOHDQVHWK�XV�IURP�DOO�VLQµ�(1 John 1:7)��DQG�*RG·V
SURPLVH� WR� KLV� FKLOGUHQ� LV�� ´7KHLU� VLQV� DQG
LQLTXLWLHV�ZLOO�,�UHPHPEHU�QR�PRUHµ�(Heb 10:17)�

-HVXV�LV�D�&RPSOHWH�6DYLRU
&DWKROLFV�WHDFK�WKDW�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�-HVXV

&KULVW�RQO\�PDNHV�VLQQHUV�VDYDEOH��7KH\�VD\
WKDW� E\� KLV� GHDWK� WKH� JDWHV� RI� KHDYHQ�ZHUH
RSHQHG��$FFRUGLQJO\�� WKH�ZRUN�RI� VDOYDWLRQ
KDV� EHHQ� HQWUXVWHG� WR� WKH�&DWKROLF� &KXUFK
DQG� LWV� SULHVWV��%XW�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF� SULHVWV
ZRXOG� EH� RXW� RI � D� MRE� LI � WKH� DWRQHPHQW� RI
-HVXV� &KULVW� ZHUH� HYHU� WDXJKW� DV� WKH� RQFH�
RIIHUHG�� SHUIHFW� VDFULILFH� IRU� VLQ� WKDW� VDYHV
FRPSOHWHO\³´%XW�WKLV�PDQ��DIWHU�KH�KDG�RI�
IHUHG�RQH�VDFULILFH�IRU�VLQV�IRU�HYHU��VDW�GRZQ
RQ�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�RI �*RG…%XW�QRZ�RQFH�LQ
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�KDWK�KH�DSSHDUHG�WR�SXW
DZD\�VLQ�E\�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�KLPVHOI…%\�WKH
ZKLFK�ZLOO�ZH�DUH�VDQFWLILHG�WKURXJK�WKH�RI�
IHULQJ� RI� WKH� ERG\� RI � -HVXV�&KULVW� RQFH� IRU
DOO…1HLWKHU�E\�WKH�EORRG�RI �JRDWV�DQG�FDOYHV�
EXW�E\�KLV�RZQ�EORRG�KH�HQWHUHG�LQ�RQFH�LQWR
WKH� KRO\� SODFH�� KDYLQJ� REWDLQHG� HWHUQDO� UH�
GHPSWLRQ�IRU�XVµ�(Heb 9:12,26; 10:10,12)�

5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�SULHVWV�NQRZ�WKDW�LI �WKLV
JUHDW� WUXWK�ZHUH� WDXJKW� WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH� WR
ILQG�DQRWKHU�FDUHHU��EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZRXOG�NQRZ
´WKHUH� LV�QR�PRUH�RIIHULQJ�IRU�VLQ�µ�´%\�RQH
RIIHULQJ�KH�KDWK�SHUIHFWHG�IRU�HYHU�WKHP�WKDW
DUH� VDQFWLILHGµ� (Heb 10:14,18)��0DQ\� &DWKROLFV
FDOO�-HVXV�WKHLU�6DYLRU��EXW�WKH\�GR�QRW�NQRZ
ZKDW�D�6DYLRU�GRHV��$�6DYLRU�VDYHV��+H�FDQQRW
VDYH�VLQQHUV�DQG�\HW�OHDYH�VLQQHUV�XQVDYHG��RU
KDOI�VDYHG�� RU� MXVW� VDYDEOH�� -HVXV� &KULVW� ´LV
DEOH�DOVR� WR� VDYH� WKHP� WR� WKH� XWWHUPRVW� WKDW
FRPH�XQWR�*RG�E\�KLPµ�(Heb 7:25)��
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7LVWHU� 'RORUHV� FULHG�� ´)DWKHU�� \RX� PXVW
VWDUW�D�FDPSDLJQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�3URWHVWDQWV�

7KH\�DUH�JURZLQJ�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�µ�6KH�ZDV
D�IDLWKIXO�QXQ�LQ�D�FORLVWHU�ZKHUH�,�ZHQW�RQ
6XQGD\V� WR� VD\�0DVV� DQG� SUHDFK�� ,� ZDV� D
\RXQJ�SULHVW�DQG�WHDFKHU�LQ�D�VFKRRO�LQ�6SDLQ
ZKHQ�WKH�QXQ�DVNHG�PH�6XQGD\�DIWHU�6XQGD\
WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�3URWHVWDQWV��6KH
VDLG��´7KH\�DUH�GHFHLYLQJ�WKH�VLPSOH�SHRSOH�
DQG� ZLWK� PDWHULDO� JLIWV� WKH\� DUH� ZLQQLQJ
PDQ\�JRRG�SHUVRQV�IRU�WKHLU�KHUHWLFDO�JURXS�µ

:LOOLQJ�WR�GHIHQG�WKH�JRVSHO�RI �&KULVW��,
GHFLGHG�WR�ILJKW�DJDLQVW�WKH�3URWHVWDQWV��7KH
RQO\�WKLQJ�,�NQHZ�DERXW�WKHP�ZDV�WKDW�WKH\
ZHUH�EDG�DQG�WKHLU�GRFWULQH�ZDV�IXOO�RI �HUURUV
DQG�KHUHVLHV��$�IHZ�GD\V�ODWHU�D�SXSLO�FDPH�WR
P\� FODVV� ZLWK� D� WKLFN� ERRN� LQ� KLV� KDQGV�
´)DWKHU�µ�KH�VDLG�WR�PH��´WKLV�LV�D�3URWHVWDQW
%LEOH��$�ZRPDQ�JDYH�LW�WR�P\�PRWKHU��EXW�VKH
LV�DIUDLG�RI�NHHSLQJ� LW�EHFDXVH�VKH� WKLQNV� LW
ZRXOG�EH�D�VLQ�WR�GR�VR��:RXOG�\RX�OLNH�WR
EXUQ�LW"µ�´2K�\HV��,�ZLOO�GHVWUR\�LW�µ�ZDV�P\
DQVZHU��´:H�PXVW�ILQLVK�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�3URWHV�
WDQW�SURSDJDQGD�µ

7KH�+HUHWLFV�	�7KHLU�%LEOH
$IWHU�,�KDG�WRUQ�RXW�VRPH�RI�WKH�ILUVW�SDJHV

,� FKDQJHG� P\� PLQG�� WKLQNLQJ� WKDW� VLQFH� ,
QHHGHG�WR�SUHDFK�DJDLQVW�WKH�3URWHVWDQWV�DQG
GLG�QRW�NQRZ�WKHLU�HUURUV��,�FRXOG�UHDG�WKHLU
%LEOH�WR�ILQG�RXW�WKHLU�PDLQ�KHUHVLHV���,�UHDG
SRUWLRQV�RI �WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�FRPSDULQJ�LW
ZLWK�P\�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�%LEOH��:KHQ�,�GLV�
FRYHUHG� WKDW� ERWK� %LEOHV� ZHUH� DOPRVW� WKH
VDPH��,�EHFDPH�YHU\�FRQIXVHG�DQG�ZRQGHUHG
KRZ� WKHUH� FRXOG� EH� VXFK� JUHDW� GLIIHUHQFHV
EHWZHHQ� 5RPDQ� &DWKROLFV� DQG� 3URWHVWDQWV
ZKHQ�WKH\�ERWK�DSSDUHQWO\�KDG�WKH�VDPH�%L�
EOH��0\�FRQFOXVLRQ�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�3URWHVWDQWV
GLG�QRW�UHDG�WKHLU�%LEOH��RU��LI�WKH\�GLG��VXUHO\
WKH\�GLG�QRW�SUDFWLFH�LWV�WHDFKLQJV�

7KLQNLQJ� WKDW� WKH� EHVW�ZD\�RI � NQRZLQJ
ZKR�WKH�3URWHVWDQWV�ZHUH�ZRXOG�EH�WR�REVHUYH
WKHP��,�ZHQW�WR�YLVLW�D�3URWHVWDQW�IDPLO\��,�WROG

from the 0RQDVWHU\
to the 0LQLVWU\

��:RXOG�<RX�OLNH�WR�%XUQ�WKHLU�%LEOH"��


