
IRU�WKH�6DEEDWK�µ�7KDW·V�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�WKH�SDA�OHDGHUV�ZDQW
\RX�WR�WKLQN��7KH\�ZDQW�\RX�WR�VHH�$XJXVWLQH�DV�RQH�ZKR
VWRRG�XS�IRU�WKH�6DEEDWK��´:H·YH�JRW�D�FKDPSLRQ�KHUH�µ�%XW
LW·V�DOO�MXVW�D�EXQFK�RI�QRWKLQJ��$XJXVWLQH�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�FIRST
WR�GHQRXQFH�SDA�´6DEEDWKµ� WHDFKLQJ��/HW·V�KHDU�ZKDW�WKLV
´JUHDWHVW�WKHRORJLDQ�DPRQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�IDWKHUVµ1�KDV�WR�VD\�
• :HOO��QRZ��,�VKRXOG�OLNH�WR�EH�WROG�ZKDW�WKHUH�LV�LQ�WKHVH�WHQ
FRPPDQGPHQWV��H[FHSW�WKH�REVHUYDQFH�RI �WKH�6DEEDWK��ZKLFK
RXJKW�QRW�WR�EH�NHSW�E\�D�&KULVWLDQ�2

• 7KH�UHVW�RI �WKH�6DEEDWK�LV�QR�ORQJHU�ELQGLQJ�DV�DQ�REVHUYDQFH�
QRZ�WKDW�WKH�KRSH�RI �RXU�HWHUQDO�UHVW�KDV�EHHQ�UHYHDOHG�3

• ���VLJQLILHWK�WKH�DJUHHPHQW�RI �WKH�WZR�7HVWDPHQWV��)RU�LQ�WKH
IRUPHU�LV�REVHUYHG�WKH�6DEEDWK��ZKLFK�VLJQLILHWK�UHVW��LQ�WKH
ODWWHU�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\��ZKLFK�VLJQLILHWK�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��7KH�6DE�
EDWK�LV�WKH�VHYHQWK�GD\��EXW�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\��FRPLQJ�DIWHU�WKH
VHYHQWK��PXVW�QHHGV�EH�WKH�HLJKWK��DQG�LV�DOVR�WR�EH�UHFNRQHG
WKH�ILUVW��)RU�LW�LV�FDOOHG�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI �WKH�ZHHN���4

• 7KH�SHRSOH�RI �WKH�IRUPHU�GLVSHQVDWLRQ��DFFHSWLQJ�WKLV�UHVW�>WKH
6DEEDWK@�DV�D�VKDGRZ�RI �WKLQJV�WR�FRPH��REH\HG�WKH�FRPPDQG
E\�VXFK�DEVWLQHQFH�IURP�ZRUN�DV�ZH�QRZ�VHH�SUDFWLFHG�E\�WKH
-HZV��QRW��DV�VRPH�VXSSRVH��WKURXJK�WKHLU�EHLQJ�FDUQDO��DQG
PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKDW�&KULVWLDQV� ULJKWO\� XQGHUVWDQG��1RU
GR�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�ODZ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�SURSKHWV��ZKR��DW
WKH�WLPH�ZKHQ�WKLV�ZDV�VWLOO�ELQGLQJ��REVHUYHG�VXFK�UHVW�RQ�WKH
6DEEDWK�DV�WKH�-HZV�EHOLHYH�RXJKW�WR�EH�REVHUYHG�WR�WKLV�GD\�5

• ,W�LV�DOVR�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��WKDW�RI �DOO�WKH�WHQ�FRPPDQGPHQWV�
WKDW�ZKLFK�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�6DEEDWK�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�RQH�LQ�ZKLFK
WKH� WKLQJ�FRPPDQGHG�ZDV� W\SLFDO�� WKH�ERGLO\�UHVW�HQMRLQHG
EHLQJ�D�W\SH�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�DV�D�PHDQV�RI �RXU�LQVWUXF�
WLRQ��EXW�QRW�DV�D�GXW\�ELQGLQJ�DOVR�XSRQ�XV���DV� WR�DOO� WKH
WKLQJV�HQMRLQHG�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�FRPPDQGPHQWV��ZH�DUH�WR�\LHOG
WR�WKHP�DQ�REHGLHQFH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�W\SLFDO��)RU
ZH�KDYH�EHHQ� WDXJKW� OLWHUDOO\�QRW� WR�ZRUVKLS� LGROV��DQG� WKH
SUHFHSWV� HQMRLQLQJ� XV� QRW� WR� WDNH� *RG·V� QDPH� LQ� YDLQ�� WR
KRQRXU�RXU�IDWKHU�DQG�PRWKHU��QRW�WR�FRPPLW�DGXOWHU\��RU�NLOO�
RU�VWHDO��RU�EHDU�IDOVH�ZLWQHVV��RU�FRYHW�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�LV�RXU
QHLJKERXU·V��DUH�DOO�GHYRLG�RI �W\SLFDO�RU�P\VWLFDO�PHDQLQJ��DQG
DUH� WR�EH� OLWHUDOO\�REVHUYHG��%XW�ZH�DUH�QRW�FRPPDQGHG� WR
REVHUYH�WKH�GD\�RI �WKH�6DEEDWK�OLWHUDOO\��LQ�UHVWLQJ�IURP�ERGLO\
ODERXU��DV�LW�LV�REVHUYHG�E\�WKH�-HZV���6

• )RU�WKH�/DZ�ZDV�RXU�´VFKRROPDVWHUµ�LQ�&KULVW��+H�WKHUHIRUH
JDYH�WR�PHQ�D�VFKRROPDVWHU�WR�IHDU��ZKR�DIWHU�JDYH�D�0DVWHU
WR�ORYH��$QG�\HW�LQ�WKHVH�SUHFHSWV�DQG�FRPPDQGV�RI �WKH�/DZ�
ZKLFK�QRZ�LW�LV�QRW�DOORZHG�&KULVWLDQV�WR�XVH��VXFK�DV�HLWKHU
WKH�6DEEDWK��RU�&LUFXPFLVLRQ��RU�6DFULILFHV���7

• :KHQ�\RX�DVN�ZK\�D�&KULVWLDQ�GRHV�QRW�NHHS�WKH�6DEEDWK�� LI
&KULVW�FDPH�QRW�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�ODZ��EXW�WR�IXOILOO�LW��P\�UHSO\
LV�� WKDW�D�&KULVWLDQ�GRHV�QRW�NHHS�WKH�6DEEDWK�SUHFLVHO\�EH�
FDXVH�ZKDW�ZDV�SUHILJXUHG�LQ�WKH�6DEEDWK�LV�IXOILOOHG�LQ�&KULVW�
)RU�ZH�KDYH�RXU�6DEEDWK�LQ�+LP��ZKR�VDLG��´&RPH�XQWR�PH�
DOO�\H�WKDW�ODERU�DQG�DUH�KHDY\�ODGHQ��DQG�,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�UHVW�µ8

<RX�VHH�ZKDW�,�PHDQ"�7KH�SDA�OHDGHUV�FOHDUO\�XVH�D�PLVOHDGLQJ
WDFWLF�ZKHQ�WKH\�EULQJ�$XJXVWLQH��NQRZLQJ�ZKDW�KH�EHOLHYHV��
LQWR�WKLV�VXE�VHFWLRQ��DQG�VHW�KLP�IRUWK�DV�WKRXJK�KH�ZHUH�D
VXSSRUWHU�RI �WKHLU�6DEEDWK�DUJXPHQW��7KH\�NQRZ�EHWWHU��%XW
WKH\·UH�KRSLQJ�\RX�GRQ·W��$OVR��E\�GRLQJ�WKLV��WKH\�UHYHDO�WKH
IDFW�WKDW�WKH\�KDUGO\�KDYH�DQ\WKLQJ�DW�DOO�RI �DQ\�UHDO�VXEVWDQFH
WR�XVH��VR�ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�FDQ�SRVVLEO\�JUDE��WKH\�GR�VR�
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7KH�ILUVW�SLOODU�KDV�WRSSOHG��$XJXVWLQH�LV�GLVTXDOLILHG�E\
KLV�RZQ�ZULWLQJV��7KHUH·V�IRXU�WR�JR��7KH�QH[W�WZR�ZH·OO�KDYH
WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WRJHWKHU��EHFDXVH�WKH\·UH�OLNH�LGHQWLFDO�WZLQV³
Socrates Scholasticus�DQG�Hermias Sozomen.�7KH\·UH�ERWK
ODZ\HUV�RI�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\��ERWK�RI�&RQVWDQWLQRSOH��ERWK�ZHUH
LQVSLUHG�WR�ZULWH�FKXUFK�KLVWRU\�E\�Eusebius�(AD270-340)��WKH
´IDWKHU�RI�FKXUFK�KLVWRU\�µ�DQG�ERWK�TXRWHV�IURP�WKHP�WKDW
WKH�SDA�OHDGHUV�XVH�DUH�WDNHQ�IURP�SUDFWLFDOO\�LGHQWLFDO�FKDS�
WHUV�RQ�´(DVWHU�µ�:ULWLQJ�DERXW�$'�����6RFUDWHV��LQ�%RRN���
KDV�IRU�D�KHDGLQJ�LQ�FKDSWHU�����́ 7KH�&HOHEUDWLRQ�RI�(DVWHU�µ
1RW�ORQJ�DIWHU�WKLV��6R]RPHQ��LQ�%RRN����ZULWLQJ�LQ�FKDSWHUV
���	�����KDV�WKLV�IRU�D�KHDGLQJ��´7KH�(DVWHU�)HVWLYDOV�µ�$QG
WKURXJKRXW��WKH\·UH�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�´IHDVWV�µ�WKH�´IDVWV�µ�DQG
WKH�´ZHHNVµ�RI �´(DVWHU�µ�7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�WKH�SDA�OHDGHUV�WDNH
TXRWHV�IURP�WKHP³ULJKW�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI �WKLV�´(DVWHUµ�FRQ�
WH[W�� )URP�Socrates:� ´$OPRVW� DOO� FKXUFKHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH
ZRUOG�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�VDFUHG�P\VWHULHV�RQ�WKH�VDEEDWK�RI �HYHU\
ZHHN�� \HW� WKH� &KULVWLDQV� RI � $OH[DQGULD� DQG� DW� 5RPH�� RQ
DFFRXQW�RI�VRPH�DQFLHQW�WUDGLWLRQ��KDYH�FHDVHG�WR�GR�WKLV�µ
$QG� IURP� Sozomen:� ´7KH� SHRSOH� RI � &RQVWDQWLQRSOH�� DQG
DOPRVW�HYHU\ZKHUH��DVVHPEOH�WRJHWKHU�RQ�WKH�6DEEDWK��DV�ZHOO
DV� RQ� WKH� ILUVW� GD\� RI� WKH� ZHHN�� ZKLFK� FXVWRP� LV� QHYHU
REVHUYHG�DW�5RPH�RU�DW�$OH[DQGULD�µ��(Believe, p292)

2QH�ZRXOG�WKLQN�WKDW�VRPHZKHUH�LQ�DOO�RI �KLVWRU\�WKH�SDA
OHDGHUV�FRXOG�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�(1)�D�´TXRWHµ�WKDW�ZDV�DV�FOHDU�DV
FU\VWDO�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI �WKHLU�DUJXPHQW��(2)�D�´TXRWHµ�DERXW�WKH
YHU\�WLPH�SHULRG�RI �ZKLFK�WKH\�VSHDN��DQG�(3)�D�́ TXRWHµ�IURP
DQ�DXWKRU�ZKR�LV�ZULWLQJ�DERXW�WKH�YHU\�WLPH�SHULRG�RI �ZKLFK
WKH\�VSHDN��,I �WKH\�FRXOG��WKH\�ZRXOG�IRU�VXUH�SXEOLVK�LW�IRU
DOO�WR�VHH�LQ�WKLV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�VXE�VHFWLRQ�RQ�7KH�5LVH�RI
6XQGD\�2EVHUYDQFH��/HW·V�FRQVLGHU�WKHVH�WKUHH�SRLQWV�

(1)�%RWK�TXRWHV�DUH�OLIWHG�RXW�RI�D�KHDYLO\�VDWXUDWHG�(DVWHU
FRQWH[W��1HLWKHU�6RFUDWHV�QRU�6R]RPHQ�JLYH�DQ\�H[SODQDWLRQ
WR�FODULI\�WKHLU�VWDWHPHQWV��7KH�SUHFLVH�PHDQLQJ�LV�OHIW�KDQJ�
LQJ��6RFUDWHV�KDV�EHHQ�WDONLQJ�DW�OHQJWK�DERXW�WKH�´ZHHNVµ�RI
´(DVWHU�VHDVRQ�µ�$UH�ZH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KLV�XVDJH�RI �´ZHHNµ
LQ�WKDW�VHWWLQJ"�+H�OHDYHV�XV�LQ�WKH�GDUN��7KHVH�DUH�SRRU�TXRWHV
IRU�WKLV�FULWLFDO�DUHD�RI �FRQWURYHUV\��ZKHUH�WKHVH�SDA�OHDGHUV
KDYH�VHW�WKHPVHOYHV�YLUWXDOO\�DJDLQVW�WKH�ZKROH�RI �&KULVWLDQLW\�
7KLV�ZLOO�QRW�FRQYLQFH�WKH�FDUHIXO�UHDGHU��,I �D�TXRWH�LV�XVHG�WR
VXSSRUW�D�GRFWULQH�RI �WKLV�PDJQLWXGH��LW�VKRXOG�EH�FOHDU�

(2)�7KHVH�DUH�́ ILIWK�FHQWXU\µ�KLVWRULDQV��-XVW�EHIRUH�TXRW�
LQJ�6RFUDWHV��WKH�SDA� OHDGHUV�VD\��´)URP�WKH�VHFRQG�WR�WKH
ILIWK�FHQWXULHV��ZKLOH�6XQGD\�ZDV�ULVLQJ�LQ�LQIOXHQFH��&KULV�
WLDQV� FRQWLQXHG� WR�REVHUYH� WKH� VHYHQWK�GD\�6DEEDWK�QHDUO\
HYHU\ZKHUH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�5RPDQ�HPSLUH�µ�5LJKW�KHUH��WKH\
OHW�6RFUDWHV�VSHDN��2I�ZKDW"�WKH�́ VHFRQG�WR�WKH�ILIWK�FHQWXULHVµ"
No��RQO\�WKH�ILIWK��KLV�GD\��/RRN�DW�LW�FDUHIXOO\��6HH�WKH�SUREOHP"
7KH\·UH�WU\LQJ�WR�FRQYLQFH�XV�RI �VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�VD\�ZDV
KDSSHQLQJ�´IURP�WKH�VHFRQG�WR�WKH�ILIWK�FHQWXULHV�µ�EXW�WKH
best quote�WKH\�FDQ�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�LV�RQO\�WDONLQJ�DERXW���THE
FIFTH��FHQWXU\��7KH\�MXVW�FRXOGQ·W�GR�DQ\�EHWWHU�

(3)�1HLWKHU�6RFUDWHV�QRU�6R]RPHQ�ZHUH�ZULWLQJ�DERXW�WKLV
WLPH�SHULRG³´WKH�VHFRQG�WR�WKH�ILIWK�FHQWXULHV�µ�%RWK�RI �WKHVH
PHQ�ZURWH�WKHLU�´KLVWRULHVµ�RI�WKH�IRXUWK�DQG�ILIWK�FHQWXULHV�
6RFUDWHV·�ZULWLQJV�FRYHUHG�$'����WR������6R]RPHQ·V�FRYHUHG
WKH�SHULRG�RI�$'����WR������$Q\�VHULRXV�VWXGHQW�ZRXOG�DVN�WKH
TXHVWLRQ³:K\�DUH�WKH\�TXRWLQJ�KLVWRULDQV�ZKRVH�́ KLVWRULHVµ
GRQ·W�HYHQ�FRYHU�WKH�SHULRG�RI �ZKLFK�WKH\�VSHDN"�,W·V�VLPSOH�
7KH�KLVWRULDQ�WKDW�GLG�FRYHU�WKDW�HUD��WKH\�UHIXVHG�WR�TXRWH�³
Eusebius.�+H�VDLG��́ 7KH\��WKH�-HZLVK�&KULVWLDQV��DOVR�REVHUYH
WKH�6DEEDWK��DQG�RWKHU�GLVFLSOLQH�RI �WKH�-HZV��MXVW�OLNH�WKHP�
EXW��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH\�DOVR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\V
YHU\�PXFK�OLNH�XV�LQ�FRPPHPRUDWLRQ�RI �KLV�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�µ9
7KDW·V�QRW�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�\RX�WR�KHDU��6R�WKH\�OHDYH�LW�RXW�
7KH\�SDVV�ULJKW�RYHU�WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI �WKLV�FHOHEUDWHG�´IDWKHU
RI�FKXUFK�KLVWRU\�µ�'LG�\RX�QRWLFH��WKRXJK��KRZ�(XVHELXV��LQ
VSHDNLQJ�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�&KULVWLDQV��VKHG�VRPH�UHDO�´OLJKWµ�RQ
6R]RPHQ·V�VWDWHPHQW�DERXW�SHRSOH�´DVVHPEOLQJ�WRJHWKHU�RQ
WKH�6DEEDWK��DV�ZHOO�DV�RQ�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI �WKH�ZHHNµ"�

,�WKLQN�LW·V�ZRUWK�QRWLQJ�KHUH�WKDW�6R]RPHQ�LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU
RQ�(DVWHU��LQ�D�ZD\��FDVW�D�VKDGRZ�RI�GRXEW�RQ�WKH�VWDWHPHQW
E\� 6RFUDWHV��+H� QRW� RQO\� LGHQWLILHV� ´WKH� /RUG·V�'D\µ� WZR
WLPHV³RQFH�DV�´WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�ZHHN�µ�DQG�RQFH�DV�´WKH
GD\�RI �WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQµ��ZKLFK�WRWDOO\�FRQWUDGLFWV�WKH�SDA·V
SRVLWLRQ�RQ�´WKH�/RUG·V�'D\�µ�³EXW�KH�IXUWKHU�ZULWHV�

)URP�WKDW�SHULRG�6DEEDWLXV�DGKHUHG�WR�WKH�XVDJH�RI �WKH�-HZV�
DQG�XQOHVV�DOO�KDSSHQHG�WR�REVHUYH�WKH�IHDVW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�
KH�IDVWHG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FXVWRP��EXW�LQ�DGYDQFH��DQG�FHOH�
EUDWHG�WKH�3DVVRYHU�ZLWK�WKH�XVXDO�SUHVFULSWLRQV�E\�KLPVHOI�
+H�SDVVHG�WKH�6DWXUGD\�� IURP�WKH�HYHQLQJ�WR� WKH�DSSRLQWHG
WLPH��LQ�ZDWFKLQJ�DQG�LQ�RIIHULQJ�XS�WKH�SUHVFULEHG�SUD\HUV�
DQG�RQ�WKH� IROORZLQJ�GD\�KH�DVVHPEOHG�ZLWK�WKH�PXOWLWXGH�
DQG�SDUWRRN�RI �WKH�P\VWHULHV�

/RRNLQJ�DW�WKH�TXRWH�E\�6RFUDWHV�DJDLQ��WKLV�LV�JHWWLQJ�D�OLWWOH
PL[HG�XS��+H·V�VD\LQJ�LW·V�DOO�KDSSHQLQJ�́ RQ�WKH�6DEEDWK�µ�\HW
6R]RPHQ�JLYHV�XV�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�LW·V�WDNLQJ�SODFH�RQ�6XQGD\�
$QG�NHHS�LQ�PLQG��6R]RPHQ�VDLG�WKLV�LQ�WKH�YHU\�FRQWH[W�ZKHUH
6RFUDWHV�LV�ZULWLQJ��DQG�ZKHUH�WKH�SDA�OHDGHUV�́ H[WUDFWµ�WKHLU
TXRWH��,QWHUHVWLQJ��LVQ·W�LW"�%XW��OHW·V�PRYH�RQ��EHFDXVH�DV�WKH\
VD\��ZH·YH�´JRW�ELJJHU�ILVK�WR�IU\�µ�6R�IDU��XQGHU�WKLV�VHFRQG
KHDG��ZH·YH�MXVW�PRUH�RU�OHVV�EHHQ�´GLOO\�GDOO\LQJµ�DURXQG�
,W·V�WLPH�QRZ��WKRXJK��WR�IROORZ�WKHVH�SDA�OHDGHUV��DQG�OD\�DOO
RXU�FDUGV�RQ�WKH�WDEOH��7KHUH·V�VRPHWKLQJ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�TXRWLQJ
WKRVH�ZKR�wrote�history,�TXRWH�WKRVH�ZKR�made history�
,�VD\��RSHQ�WKH�JDWH��DQG�OHW�·HP�VHW�WKH�UHFRUG�VWUDLJKW�
AD60, Luke,�´8SRQ�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI �WKH�ZHHN��ZKHQ�WKH
GLVFLSOHV�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�WR�EUHDN�EUHDG���µ�(Acts 20:7)
AD95, John,�´,�ZDV�LQ�WKH�6SLULW�RQ�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\µ�(Rev 1:10)
107, Ignatius,�%LVKRS�RI �$QWLRFK��DQG�SXSLO�RI �WKH�$SRVWOH
-RKQ��´/HW�XV�QR�ORQJHU�NHHS�WKH�6DEEDWK�DIWHU�WKH�-HZLVK
PDQQHU���/HW�HYHU\�IULHQG�RI �&KULVW�NHHS�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\���WKH
UHVXUUHFWLRQ�GD\��WKH�TXHHQ�DQG�FKLHI �RI �DOO�WKH�GD\Vµ10
120, The Didache,�(Teaching of the Twelve Apostles)��´(YHU\�/RUG·V
'D\�GR�\H�JDWKHU�\RXUVHOYHV�WRJHWKHU��DQG�EUHDN�EUHDG��DQG�JLYH
WKDQNVJLYLQJ�DIWHU�KDYLQJ�FRQIHVVHG�\RXU�WUDQVJUHVVLRQVµ�(chp 14)

120, Barnabas,�´:H�NHHS�WKH�HLJKWK�GD\�ZLWK�MR\IXOQHVV��WKH
GD\�DOVR�RQ�ZKLFK�-HVXV�URVH�DJDLQ�IURP�WKH�GHDGµ�(Epistle, chp15)
140, Justin Martyr,�´6XQGD\�LV�WKH�GD\�RQ�ZKLFK�ZH�DOO�KROG
RXU�FRPPRQ�DVVHPEO\µ�(First Apology, chp67)
170, Dionysius,�%LVKRS�RI �&RULQWK��´7RGD\�ZH�NHSW�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\�KRO\��LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�UHDG�\RXU�OHWWHUµ11
180, Bardesanes�RI �(GHVVD��6\ULD��´2Q�RQH�GD\��ZKLFK�LV�
WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI �WKH�ZHHN��ZH�DVVHPEOH�RXUVHOYHV�WRJHWKHUµ12
180, Irenaeus,�%LVKRS�RI �/\RQV��DQG�SXSLO�RI �WKH�HPLQHQW
Polycarp�(AD69-155)��%LVKRS�RI �6P\UQD��ZKR�KLPVHOI �ZDV�D
SXSLO�RI �WKH�$SRVWOH�-RKQ³´7KH�P\VWHU\�RI �WKH�/RUG·V
UHVXUUHFWLRQ�PD\�QRW�EH�FHOHEUDWHG�RQ�DQ\�RWKHU�GD\�WKDQ�
WKH�/RUG·V�'D\µ�(Walter Martin, Kingdom of the Cults, Bethany, 1977, p396)
194, Clement RI �$OH[DQGULD��´+H���DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�*RVSHO�
NHHSV�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\��ZKHQ�KH�DEDQGRQV�DQ�HYLO�GLVSRVLWLRQ���
JORULI\LQJ�WKH�/RUG·V�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�LQ�KLPVHOIµ��(Miscellanies,VII,12)�
200, Tertullian�RI �$IULFD��´:H�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK
6DEEDWKV���:H�KDYH�RXU�RZQ�VROHPQLWLHV��WKH�/RUG·V�'D\���µ13
225, Origen�RI �(J\SW��´���ZH���REVHUYH�FHUWDLQ�GD\V��DV
IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�/RUG·V�'D\���µ�(Origen Against Celsus, Book 8,22)
250, Cyprian,�%LVKRS�RI �&DUWKDJH�� �́��WKH�HLJKWK�GD\��WKDW�LV�
WKH�ILUVW�GD\�DIWHU�WKH�6DEEDWK��WKH�/RUG·V�'D\���µ�(Epistle 58,4)
250, Constitutions of the Holy Apostles:�´+H���URVH�DJDLQ
DW�EUHDN�RI �GD\�RQ�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\µ�(Book 5, Sec.3,19)
270, Anatolius,�%LVKRS�RI �/DRGLFHD�� �́��WKH�/RUG·V�'D\��RQ
ZKLFK�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI �WKH�/RUG�IURP�GHDWK�WRRN�SODFHµ�(chp10)
300, Peter,�%LVKRS�RI �$OH[DQGULD��´7KH�/RUG·V�'D\�ZH
FHOHEUDWH�DV�D�GD\�RI �MR\��EHFDXVH�RQ�LW��+H�URVH�DJDLQµ�(Canon15)
300, Victorinus�RI �$XVWULD��´���RQ�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\�ZH�JR�IRUWK
WR�RXU�EUHDG�ZLWK�JLYLQJ�RI �WKDQNVµ�(Creation of the World, par 4)

7KH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI �WKH�/RUG·V�'D\�LQ�PHPRU\�RI �WKH�UHVXUUHF�
WLRQ�RI �&KULVW�GDWHV�XQGRXEWHGO\�IURP�WKH�DSRVWROLF�DJH��1RWK�
LQJ�VKRUW�RI �DSRVWROLF�SUHFHGHQW�FDQ�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKH�XQLYHUVDO
UHOLJLRXV�REVHUYDQFH� LQ� WKH�FKXUFKHV�RI � WKH�VHFRQG�FHQWXU\�
7KHUH�LV�QR�GLVVHQWLQJ�YRLFH��7KLV�LV�FRQILUPHG�E\�WKH�WHVWLPR�
QLHV�RI �WKH�HDUOLHVW�SRVW�DSRVWROLF�ZULWHUV���7KH�REVHUYDQFH�RI
WKH�6DEEDWK�DPRQJ�WKH�-HZLVK�&KULVWLDQV�JUDGXDOO\�FHDVHG�14

$QG�OHVW�ZH�IRUJHW�WKH�WKUHH�WRZHULQJ�*LDQWV�RI �6RFUDWHV·�DQG
6R]RPHQ·V�YHU\�RZQ�GD\�³Augustine�(354-430)��Jerome�(340-
419)��DQG�Chrysostom�(347-407)��7KH\�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�&KXUFK
LQ�ERWK�WKH�(DVW�DQG�WKH�:HVW��:H�NQRZ�ZHOO�ZKDW�$XJXVWLQH
EHOLHYHG��-HURPH��´RQH�RI �WKH�PRVW�OHDUQHG�DQG�DEOH�DPRQJ
WKH�IDWKHUV�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�&KXUFK�µ�-RKQ�&KU\VRVWRP��´WKH
JUHDWHVW�H[SRVLWRU�DQG�SUHDFKHU�RI �WKH�*UHHN�&KXUFKµ³ERWK
RI�WKHVH�PHQ�WHVWLI\�LQ�WKHLU�ZULWLQJV�WKDW�´WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI �WKH
ZHHNµ�LV�´WKH�/RUG·V�'D\µ�(see Jerome, Vol. 6, Against Vigilantius, 13; and
Chrysostom, Vol. 12, Homily 43).�:H�HFKR�WKH�ZRUGV�RI �3KLOLS�6FKDII
DJDLQ����There is no dissenting voice���DPRQJVW�WKHVH�&KXUFK
)DWKHUV³DOO� EOHQG�WRJHWKHU�LQ�RQH�KDUPRQLRXV�QRWH��DOO� VD\
WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��DOO�WHVWLI\�WR�WKH�VDPH�WUXWK³WKDW�WKH�GD\�RQ
ZKLFK�WKH�/RUG�DURVH�ZDV�the Lord�s Day, VSHFLDOO\�GHGLFDWHG
WR�KLP�E\�WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK��Why�GR�WKHVH�SDA�OHDGHUV�UXQ�DOO
WKH�ZD\�RYHU�WR�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\"�Why�GR�WKH\�SD\�QR�DWWHQWLRQ
WR�DOO�WKLV�YDOXDEOH�WHVWLPRQ\�IURP�WKHVH�KHURHV�RI�WKH�IDLWK�
ZKR�PDGH�KLVWRU\��DQG�WROG�LW�OLNH�LW�ZDV"�<RX�FDQ�DQVZHU�WKDW�
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7ZR�PRUH�SLOODUV�KDYH�FUXPEOHG��7KH�́ ZHLJKWµ�RI �KLVWRU\
KDV�EURXJKW�WKHP�GRZQ��7ZR�VXSSRUWV�UHPDLQ��,I �WKHUH�ZDV
HYHU�D�ELJJHU�QDPH�WKDQ�´(OOHQ�*��:KLWHµ�LQ�WKH�SDA�FDPS�
WKLV�LV�LW� � constantine��7KLV�LV�WKH�ELJ��EDG�ZROI��7KH\
ZDQW�HYHU\ERG\�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�D�́ EDGµ�WKLQJ�KH�GLG�LQ�AD321.
7KH\�KDG�WR�EODPH�LW�RQ�VRPHERG\��(YHU\�WLPH�,�ORRN�DW�KLP
LQ�WKDW�´/RUG·V�'D\µ�WUDFW�RI �WKHLUV�15�,�MXVW�JHW�WKH�´ZLOOLHV�µ
+H·V�IHURFLRXV�³VHDOLQJ�WKDW�GHFUHH�ZLWK�KLV�LQVLJQLD��DQG�DOO�
:KHQ�WKH\�WU\�WR�FRQYLQFH�\RX�WKDW�́ WKH�6DEEDWK�ZDV�FKDQJHG
WR�6XQGD\µ�VRPHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�´IRXUWK�FHQWXU\�µ�WKH\�SRLQW�WR
WKLV�JX\�ILUVW³WKH�PDLQ�FXOSULW��+H�SDVVHG�WKLV�KRUULEOH�ODZ�

2Q� WKH� YHQHUDEOH� 'D\� RI � WKH� 6XQ� OHW� WKH� PDJLVWUDWHV� DQG
SHRSOH�UHVLGLQJ�LQ�FLWLHV�UHVW��DQG�OHW�DOO�ZRUNVKRSV�EH�FORVHG�
,Q�WKH�FRXQWU\��KRZHYHU��SHUVRQV�HQJDJHG�LQ�DJULFXOWXUH�PD\
IUHHO\�DQG�ODZIXOO\�FRQWLQXH�WKHLU�SXUVXLWV��(Believe, p293)

8QGHU�WKHLU�IDPRXV�GUDZLQJ�RI �&RQVWDQWLQH�VHDOLQJ�WKLV�HGLFW
LQ�WKHLU�´/RUG·V�'D\µ�WUDFW��WKH\�VD\�KH��demanded Sunday
observance��KHUH��,�PXVW�KDYH�UHDG�WKLV�ODZ�DW�OHDVW����WLPHV
QRZ��EXW�,�VWLOO�FDQ·W�ILQG�WKH�SDUW�DERXW�́ 6DEEDWK�REVHUYDQFHµ
FHDVLQJ�DQG�́ 6XQGD\�REVHUYDQFHµ�EHLQJ�PDQGDWHG��,I �\RX�DVN
PH��OLVWHQLQJ�WR�VRPHRQH�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�6DEEDWK�ZDV�changed
WR�6XQGD\�LQ�WKH�IRXUWK�FHQWXU\³ZK\��WKDW·V�OLNH�OLVWHQLQJ�WR
VRPHRQH�LQVLVW�WKDW�WKH�HDUWK�LV�IODW��7KH�SURRI��WKH�IDFWV��WKH
HYLGHQFH³LW·V�DOO�WKHUH��7KH�HDUWK�LV�URXQG��1R�WKHRU\��,W·V�DQ
XQGHUVWRRG�WUXWK��$QG�ZKHQ�ZH�DIILUP�WKDW�´WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI
WKH�ZHHNµ�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�&KXUFK�DV�´WKH
/RUG·V�'D\µ�DQG�XQLYHUVDOO\�REVHUYHG�IURP�WKH�GD\V�RI�WKH
DSRVWOHV³ZH·UH�QRW�SUHVXPLQJ��7KH�HYLGHQFH�LV�WKHUH��,W·V�UHDO�
7KLV�LV�QRW�JXHVVZRUN��,W·V�DQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�IDFW�RI �KLVWRU\³GRFX�
PHQWHG�RYHU��DQG�RYHU��DQG�RYHU�DJDLQ�E\�WKH�&KXUFK�)DWKHUV�
7KH�TXRWHV�WKDW�,�OLVWHG�SUHYLRXVO\�DUH�MXVW�D�IUDJPHQW�RI�ZKDW
FRXOG�EH�OLVWHG�LI �,�ZDQWHG�WR�WDNH�WKH�VSDFH��Sunday�DV��the
day of worship��ZDV�REVHUYHG�E\�WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK�IRU�300
years prior to Constantine��<RX�FDQ�EHOLHYH�WKH�HDUWK�LV�IODW
DOO�\RX�ZDQW��LW·V�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�FKDQJH�RXU�SODQHW��$QG�\RX�FDQ
EHOLHYH�&RQVWDQWLQH�FKDQJHG�WKH�6DEEDWK�WR�6XQGD\�DOO�\RX
ZDQW��LW·V�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�WUXWK�DQG�UHDOLW\�RI �KLVWRU\�

:K\�GR�\RX�WKLQN�WKHUH·V�no  q uote�IURP�WKH�HDUO\�&KXUFK
)DWKHUV�LQ�DOO�RI �WKHLU�4XHVWLRQV�ERRN��DQG�LQ�DOO�RI �WKHLU�%HOLHYH
ERRN"�7KDW·V�ULJKW��1RW�RQH��,Q�RYHU�1000 pages, WKH\�FDQQRW
JLYH�\RX�RQH�VLQJOH�´TXRWHµ�IURP�WKHVH�PHQ��:K\"�EHFDXVH
DOO�RI �KLVWRU\�LV�DJDLQVW�WKHP��$QG�WKH\�NQRZ�LW��6R�WKH�SDA
OHDGHUV�MXVW�WXUQ�D�EOLQG�H\H�WR�DOO�RI �LW��DQG�EHFRPH�PXWH��DQG
E\�GRLQJ�WKLV�WKH\�NHHS�DOO�RI �WKLV�YDOXDEOH�HYLGHQFH�HQWLUHO\
KLGGHQ�IURP�\RX��$QG�WKHQ�WKH\�VWDUW�PDNLQJ�XS��stories��WR
WU\�WR�FRQYLQFH�\RX�WKDW�WKH\·UH�ULJKW��DQG�WKLV�HGLFW�E\�WKLV
5RPDQ�HPSHURU�LV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI �WKH�OLVW��%XW�WKH\�NQRZ��LI �\RX
NQHZ�DQ\WKLQJ�DW�DOO�DERXW�KLVWRU\��WKH\·G�QHYHU�JHW�DZD\�ZLWK
LW��6R�WKH\·UH�´KXVK�KXVKµ�DERXW�DOO�WKDW��7KLV�VWRU\�RI �WKHLUV�
WKRXJK��LV�SUHWW\�RXWODQGLVK��,W·V�VLPLODU�WR�VWDUWLQJ�D�UXPRU
LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WKDW�WKH�DQQXDO�)RXUWK�RI�-XO\�FHOHEUDWLRQ
ZDV�VWDUWHG�E\�WKH�5XVVLDQV��DQG�FRPLQJ�XS�ZLWK�D�IHZ�VWRULHV

WR�SDZQ�LW�RII��1RZ��WKHUH�DUH�WKRVH�OLYLQJ�WKHUH�WKDW�\RX�FRXOG
FRQYLQFH�RI�WKDW��EXW�\RX·UH�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�VHOO�WKDW�VWRU\�WR�D
WUXH�$PHULFDQ��ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�RQ�WKDW�VRLO��7KH\�NQRZ�WRR
PXFK�DERXW�WKH�́ KLVWRU\µ�RI�WKDW�FRXQWU\��$QG�WKDW·V�SUHFLVHO\
WKH�RQH�DUHD�WKDW�WKH�RQH�VSUHDGLQJ�VXFK�D�ULGLFXORXV�UXPRU
ZRXOG�EH�VXUH�WR�VWD\�FOHDU�RI³´$PHULFDQ�+LVWRU\µ�ERRNV�
+H·G�EH�IRLOHG�HYHU\�WLPH��6R�KLV�DSSURDFK�ZLWK�SHRSOH�ZRXOG
DOZD\V�EH�ZLWK�KLV��stories.��&RQVWDQWLQH�FKDQJLQJ�WKH�6DE�
EDWK� WR�6XQGD\� LV�D��story.��7KH�SDA� OHDGHUV� VWD\�FOHDU�RI
´&KXUFK�+LVWRU\µ�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�FHQWXULHV�RQ�SXUSRVH��WKH\�NQRZ
ZKHUH�WKHLU�EHVW�KRSH�OLHV³LQ�SHGGOLQJ�WKHLU�´VWRULHV�µ

/HW·V�WDON�DERXW�LW�EULHIO\��&RQVWDQWLQH�ZDV�IDYRUDEOH�WR�
ZDUG�&KULVWLDQLW\��+LV�SDUHQWV�ZHUH�&KULVWLDQV��+H�VDZ�KLV
EHVW�LQWHUHVW�OLH�LQ�IDYRULQJ�WKLV�QHZ�DQG�ULVLQJ�UHOLJLRQ��7KH
ROG�SDJDQ�UHOLJLRQ�ZDV�IDOOLQJ�EHIRUH�WKHP��&KULVWLDQV�IURP
WKH�GD\V�RI�WKH�DSRVWOHV�KDG�NHSW�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�ZHHN��EXW
WKHUH�ZDV�QR�FLYLO�ODZ�WR�SURWHFW�RU�DLG�WKHP�LQ�LW��%\�WKLV�WLPH
WKH\� KDG� EHFRPH� YHU\� QXPHURXV� LQ� WKH� HPSLUH�� DQG� WKHLU
LQIOXHQFH�ZDV�UDSLGO\�JDLQLQJ��7KXV��DV�VRRQ�DV�KH�SXEOLFO\
SURIHVVHG�&KULVWLDQLW\��KH�LVVXHG�VHYHUDO�HGLFWV�IDYRULQJ�LW�LQ
YDULRXV�ZD\V��7KH�6FKDII�+HU]RJ�(QF\FORSHGLD�ZHOO�VD\V�

+H�ZDV�QR�GRXEW�FRQYLQFHG�RI �WKH�VXSHULRU�FODLPV�RI �&KULVWL�
DQLW\�DV�WKH�ULVLQJ�UHOLJLRQ��EXW�KLV�FRQYHUVLRQ�ZDV�D�FKDQJH
RI �SROLF\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�RI �PRUDO�FKDUDFWHU����+H�NQHZ�&KULVWL�
DQLW\�ZHOO��EXW�RQO\�DV�D�SRZHU�LQ�WKH�5RPDQ�(PSLUH��DQG�KH
SURWHFWHG�LW�DV�D�ZLVH�DQG�IDU�VHHLQJ�VWDWHVPDQ����+LV�ILUVW�HGLFW
FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�&KULVWLDQV��5RPH�������LV�ORVW��%\�WKH�VHFRQG
�0LODQ�������KH�JUDQWHG�WKHP��QRW�RQO\�IUHH�UHOLJLRXV�ZRUVKLS
DQG�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI �WKH�VWDWH��EXW�DOVR�UHSDUDWLRQ�RI �SUH�
YLRXVO\�LQFXUUHG�ORVVHV����$�VHULHV�RI �HGLFWV�RI ��������������������
DQG������FRPSOHWHG�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ��&KULVWLDQV�ZHUH�DGPLWWHG
WR�WKH�RIILFHV�RI �WKH�VWDWH����$Q�HGLFW�RI �����RUGHUHG�6XQGD\�WR
EH�FHOHEUDWHG�E\�FHVVDWLRQ�RI �DOO�ZRUN�LQ�SXEOLF�

7KH�SDA�OHDGHUV�SRUWUD\�WKLV�´6XQGD\�ODZµ�DV�WKRXJK�LW�ZHUH
TH E GREAT FORCE� EHKLQG� WKH�&KULVWLDQV� RI� WKH� IRXUWK
FHQWXU\�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�RQ�´6XQGD\µ�RQ�D�ZLGHVSUHDG�VFDOH��,Q
4XHVWLRQV��WKH\�WHOO�XV�WKDW�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI �&RQVWDQWLQH�SDVVLQJ
WKLV�ODZ³´WKH�6XQGD\�IHVWLYDO�EHFDPH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�SRSXODU
DQG�ZLGHVSUHDGµ�(p142)��:KDW�WKH\·UH�SXWWLQJ�LQ�\RXU�PLQG�E\
VWDWHPHQWV�OLNH�WKLV�LV�WKDW�&KULVWLDQV�ZHUH�IDLWKIXOO\�NHHSLQJ
´WKH�6DEEDWKµ�XS�WR�WKLV�WLPH��EXW�QRZ��WKLV�VXQ�ZRUVKLSSLQJ
5RPDQ�HPSHURU�KDV��changed��DOO�WKDW³WKH\�QRZ�KDYH�WR
NHHS�´6XQ�GD\�µ�7KDW·V�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�\RX�WR�EHOLHYH��7KLV
LV�RQH�RI�WKHLU�́ VWRULHV�µ�-XVW�SULRU�WR�EULQJLQJ�&RQVWDQWLQH�LQWR
WKH�SLFWXUH��(OOHQ�*��:KLWH�PDNHV�WKLV�VLOO\�VWDWHPHQW�LQ�KHU
DFFODLPHG�DQG�´LQVSLUHGµ�PDVWHUSLHFH��*UHDW�&RQWURYHUV\³
��In  the  first  centuries  the  true  Sabbath  had  been  kept
by  all  Christians��(p21)�16�7KHQ�ZKR�FRPHV�RQ�WKH�VFHQH"³
WKH�ELJ��EDG�&RQVWDQWLQH��<RX�VHH�ZKDW�,�PHDQ"�7KH�WUXWK�LV�
WKLV� ODZ�PDGH�QR� FKDQJH� LQ� WKH�REVHUYDQFH�RI�6XQGD\�E\
&KULVWLDQV��EXW�LW�GLG�VHFXUH�WR�WKDW�GD\�D�EHWWHU�REVHUYDQFH�E\
UHTXLULQJ�HYHU\RQH��SDJDQV�DQG�DOO��WR�FHDVH�ZRUN�RQ�WKDW�GD\�
0DQ\�&KULVWLDQV�ZHUH�VODYHV�WR�SDJDQ�PDVWHUV��DQG�GLG�QRW
HQMR\�IUHHGRP�RI�ZRUVKLS��7KLV�ZDV�GXH�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�6XQGD\
ZDV�D�FRPPRQ�ZRUNLQJ�GD\��&RQVWDQWLQH�FKDQJHG�DOO�WKDW�
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7KH�IRXUWK�SLOODU�KDV�IDOOHQ��&RQVWDQWLQH�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH
MXVW�DQRWKHU�´VWRU\�µ�$OO�WKH�EDG�QHZV�WKH\�ZHUH�SURSDJDWLQJ
DERXW�KLP�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�JRRG��7KHUH�LV�EXW�RQH�UHPDLQLQJ
FROXPQ�WR�KROG�XS�WKLV�WRWWHULQJ�SDA�´KRXVH�RI�FDUGVµ�the
Council of Laodicea�(AD364)��+HUH·V�WKDW�GUHDGIXO�GHFUHH�

&KULVWLDQV�RXJKW�QRW�WR�-XGDL]H�DQG�WR�UHVW�LQ�WKH�6DEEDWK��EXW
WR�ZRUN�LQ�WKDW�GD\��EXW�SUHIHUULQJ�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\��VKRXOG�UHVW�
LI �SRVVLEOH��DV�&KULVWLDQV��:KHUHIRUH�LI �WKH\�VKDOO�EH�IRXQG�WR
-XGDL]H��OHW�WKHP�EH�DFFXUVHG�IURP�&KULVW��(Canon 29)

$V�ZLWK�&RQVWDQWLQH��WKH�SDA�OHDGHUV�ZDQW�\RX�WR�VHH�LQ�WKLV
GHFUHH�D��change��IURP�WKH�6DEEDWK�WR�6XQGD\��$IWHU�VSHDNLQJ
RI�WKLV�FRXQFLO��WKH\�UHIHU�WR�6XQGD\�DV�́ WKH�SDSDO�VXEVWLWXWH�µ
DQG� VD\�� ´:H���GHQ\� WKH� YDOLGLW\� RI � VXFK� D� FKDQJH� RI � WKH
6DEEDWK�DV�FODLPHG�E\�5RPDQ�&DWKROLFV���µ�(Questions, p145)��%XW
DJDLQ��WKLV�LV�MXVW�D��story.��7KH\·UH�SXWWLQJ�WKHVH�´&DWKROLFµ
WKRXJKWV�LQ�\RXU�PLQG³HYHQ�HUURQHRXVO\�FDOOLQJ�WKLV�FRXQFLO
D�´5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�RQHµ�(Believe, p293)��,W�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�RI �WKH
NLQG��/DRGLFHD�LV�LQ�$VLD�0LQRU��RYHU�������PLOHV�IURP�5RPH�
LW�LV�D�*UHHN�FLW\��QRW�D�5RPDQ�FLW\��(DVWHUQ��QRW�:HVWHUQ�
7KH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�KDG�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�LW��DV�LW
ZDV�RQO\�D�́ ORFDOµ�FRXQFLO��D�VPDOO�DIIDLU��DQG�QRW�D�́ JHQHUDOµ
FRXQFLO��/LEHULXV��ZKR�ZDV�ELVKRS�RI �5RPH�DW�WKLV�WLPH��ZDV
GHJUDGHG�IURP�RIILFH��EDQLVKHG��DQG�WUHDWHG�ZLWK�FRQWHPSW�17
7KH�IDFW� LV³WKLV�FRXQFLO�VLPSO\�UHJXODWHG�LQ�WKLV�ORFDOLW\� DQ
DOUHDG\� ORQJ�HVWDEOLVKHG� LQVWLWXWLRQ�� ��the Lord�s Day,�� MXVW
WKH�VDPH�DV�FRXQFLO�DIWHU�FRXQFLO�GLG�DIWHUZDUGV�

'RQ·W�EH�GHFHLYHG�E\�DOO�WKLV�SDA�́ WDONµ�DERXW�WKH�6DEEDWK
EHLQJ�´FKDQJHGµ�LQ�WKH�IRXUWK�FHQWXU\��,W·V�ULGLFXORXV��7KLV
/DRGLFHDQ�&RXQFLO�ZDV�AD364.�$�ZKROH�FHQWXU\�HDUOLHU��ZH
KDYH�FOHDU�WHVWLPRQ\�WKDW�WKLV�FKXUFK�ZDV�NHHSLQJ�6XQGD\³
$QDWROLXV��Bishop of LAOD IC EA,�VSRNH�RIWHQ�LQ�KLV�ZULWLQJV
RI �́ WKH�/RUG·V�'D\�µ�)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ����EULHI �FDQRQV�KH�ZURWH�
KH�PHQWLRQV�LW�1 2 times��³´2XU�UHJDUG�IRU�WKH�/RUG·V�UHVXU�
UHFWLRQ��ZKLFK�WRRN�SODFH�RQ�WKH�/RUG·V�'D\��ZLOO�OHDG�XV�WR
FHOHEUDWH� LW�RQ�WKH�VDPH�SULQFLSOHµ�(Canon 16)��One hundred
years before the Council of Laodicea� �AD270� 

7KDW�SDA�́ +286(�2)�&$5'6µ�MXVW�FROODSVHG��7KHLU�ZKROH
VHFWLRQ�RQ�́ 7KH�5LVH�RI�6XQGD\�2EVHUYDQFHµ�LV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�RQH
´VWRU\µ�XSRQ�DQRWKHU��One Big Fa iry Tale 'DQ�6KDQNV�����������������
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7KH�WZR�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�GRFWULQDO�ERRNV�RI �WKH�Seventh-
day Adventists� �SDA�� DUH� ´4XHVWLRQV� RQ� 'RFWULQHµ

�4XHVWLRQV�� DQG�´6HYHQWK�GD\�$GYHQWLVWV�%HOLHYHµ� �%HOLHYH��
,Q�ERWK�RI�WKHVH�LQ�WKH�FKDSWHU�RQ�´7KH�6DEEDWKµ�WKHUH�LV�D
VXE�VHFWLRQ�RQ�´7KH�5LVH�RI�6XQGD\�2EVHUYDQFHµ³4XHVWLRQV
(p141, 2003ed.)��%HOLHYH�(p292, 2006ed.)��,Q�WKLV�EULHI �VXE�VHFWLRQ��,
VHH�ILYH�́ SLOODUVµ�WKH�SDA�OHDGHUV�KDYH�HUHFWHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHLU
WKHRU\�RI �6DEEDWK�REVHUYDQFH�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK��ZKLFK�WKH\
VD\��ZDV�´HFOLSVHG�JUDGXDOO\µ�E\�6XQGD\�REVHUYDQFH��$V�\RX
UHDG�WKURXJK�WKH�VHFWLRQ��\RX�FRPH�DFURVV�WKHVH�ILYH�SLOODUV�
(1)�$XJXVWLQH��(2)�6RFUDWHV��(3)�6R]RPHQ��(4)�&RQVWDQWLQH�(5)
WKH�&RXQFLO�RI �/DRGLFHD��:KDW�WKH\�KDYH�VHW�XS�XQGHU�WKLV
KHDGLQJ�ZLWK�WKHVH�ILYH�VXSSRUWV�FDQ�EH�OLNHQHG�XQWR�D�VWUXF�
WXUH�EXLOW�RI �SOD\LQJ�FDUGV��7KHUH·V�QR�ZD\�LW�FDQ�VWDQG�XS
XQGHU� FDUHIXO� H[DPLQDWLRQ��7KH� UHFRUGV�RI �KLVWRU\�DUH� WRR
HDVLO\�DFFHVVLEOH�WRGD\³LW�ZLOO�FROODSVH��:H�LQWHQG�WR�VKRZ
KRZ�XQVWDEOH�WKHLU�ZKROH�SRVLWLRQ�UHDOO\�LV��DQG�KRZ�LW·V�MXVW
DV�OLDEOH�WR�IDOO�DV�DQ\�´KRXVH�RI �FDUGVµ�WKDW�ZDV�HYHU�EXLOW�
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Augustine�(AD354-430)��ELVKRS�RI�+LSSR��LV�WKH�ILUVW�SLOODU
WKH�SDA�OHDGHUV�VHW�IRUWK�WR�VXVWDLQ�WKHLU�DUJXPHQW³4XHVWLRQV
(p141)��,W�PXVW�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�LPSRUWDQFH�WKH\�KDYH�WR�VD\
DERXW�KLP��IRU�WKH\�JLYH�KLP�DQ�HQWLUH�SDUDJUDSK�LQ�WKLV�EULHI
VHFWLRQ��%XW�UHDGLQJ�WKH�SDUDJUDSK��LI �\RX�WKLQN�DERXW�LW�DW
DOO��\RX�FDQ·W�KHOS�EXW�VD\�WR�\RXUVHOI����So what���1RWKLQJ�LV
VDLG� DERXW�ZRUVKLS� RU� &KULVWLDQV� DVVHPEOLQJ� WRJHWKHU� DW� DOO�
7KHLU�ZKROH�SRLQW�LV�WKDW�VRPH�FKXUFKHV�́ IDVWHG�RQ�WKH�VHYHQWK
GD\�RI�HDFK�ZHHN�µ�EXW�RWKHUV��WKH\�VD\��́ KDG�WRR�PXFK�UHVSHFW
IRU�WKH�6DEEDWK�WR�GR�WKDW�µ�7KDW·V�LW�³fasting��$QG�WKH\�WU\
WR�VHW�XS�$XJXVWLQH��WKLV�HPLQHQW�FKXUFK�IDWKHU��DV�RQH�ZKR
KDG�VR�PXFK��respect��DQG��esteem��IRU�WKH�6DEEDWK�WKDW�WKH
FKXUFKHV�XQGHU�KLV�FDUH�́ GLG�QRW�IROORZ�WKLV�SUDFWLFH�µ�WKDW�RI
´IDVWLQJ�RQ�WKH�VHYHQWK�GD\�µ�1RZ��WKDW·V�PRQXPHQWDO�

7KLV�LV�D�SULPH�H[DPSOH�RI �ZKDW�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�GR�ZKHQ
WKH\� KDYH� OLWWOH�WR�QRWKLQJ� RI � YDOXH� WKDW� ZLOO� VXSSRUW� WKHLU
WKHRU\��7KH\�VHDUFK�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ�WKH\�FDQ�XVH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI
KRZ�UHPRWH�LW�PD\�EH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�FDVH��$QG�LW·V�D�´ELJ
SOXVµ�IRU�WKHP�ZKHQHYHU�WKH\�FDQ�DWWDFK�D�´ELJ�QDPHµ�WR�LW�
$XJXVWLQH�LV� WKDW�ELJ�QDPH��7KH\�WKHPVHOYHV�FDOO�KLP�´RQH
RI�WKH�PRVW�LQIOXHQWLDO�FKXUFK�IDWKHUVµ�(Believe, p184)��7KLV�ZDV
D�´ELJ�FDWFKµ�IRU�WKHP��%XW�GRHV�LW�KDYH�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK
WKH�FKXUFKHV�DVVHPEOLQJ�WRJHWKHU�IRU�ZRUVKLS�RQ�D�VWDWHG�GD\"
$EVROXWHO\�QRW��SDA�UHDGHUV��WKRXJK��ZLOO�YLHZ�WKLV�DV�D�JRRG
SRLQW³́ 6HH��KHUH·V�D�JUHDW�FKXUFK�IDWKHU�ZKR�KDV�JUHDW�UHVSHFW
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