
1RZ� ZKHQ� ZH� XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW� *RG
KDG�SODQQHG�WKLV�HYHQW�IURP�HWHUQLW\�SDVW
(Acts 2:23; 1 Peter 1:20; Rev 13:8)��ZH�DUH�DOVR�FRQ�
IURQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�*RG�ZDV
LQ�DEVROXWH�FRQWURO�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV
KDSSHQLQJ��,Q�*RG¶V�SODQ��WKH�WLPLQJ�ZDV
SHUIHFW�(Gal 4:4)��7KH�5RPDQV�ZHUH�UXOLQJ�LQ
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�DQG�WKHLU�PHWKRG�RI�FULPL�
QDO�SURVHFXWLRQ�ZDV�FUXFLIL[LRQ��,W�ZDV�DF�
FRUGLQJ�WR�*RG¶V�GHVLJQ��+H�KDG�FKRVHQ�WKH
5RPDQ�ZRUOG�DV� WKH� VWDJH�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ
DQG��WKHUHIRUH��WKH�FURVV�ZDV�QR�DFFLGHQW��,W
ZDV�SHUIHFW�IRU�ZKDW�*RG�KDG�LQ�PLQG�

Roman Crucifixion
&UXFLIL[LRQ� ZDV� D� ZHOO�NQRZQ� DQG

FRPPRQO\� SUDFWLFHG� PHDQV� RI� H[HFXWLQJ
FULPLQDOV�LQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�ZRUOG��+HURGRWXV�
WKH�*UHHN�KLVWRULDQ�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�WKH�3HUVLDQV
XVHG�FUXFLIL[LRQ�DV�D�IRUP�RI�H[WUHPH�SXQ�
LVKPHQW��2WKHU�VRXUFHV�UHYHDO�WKH�SUDFWLFH
DPRQJ� WKH�$VV\ULDQV�� WKH� 6F\WKLDQV�� DQG
WKH�7KUDFLDQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�DPRQJ�PRUH�GLV�
WDQW�(XURSHDQ�JURXSV�VXFK�DV�WKH�&HOWV��WKH
*HUPDQV��DQG�WKH�%ULWRQV��2Q�RQH�RFFDVLRQ�
$OH[DQGHU�WKH�*UHDW�KDG������VXUYLYRUV�RI
WKH�VLHJH�RI�7\UH�FUXFLILHG�DORQJ�WKH�VKRUHV
RI�WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�

,Q�WKH�5RPDQ�PLQG��FUXFLIL[LRQ�ZDV�UH�
VHUYHG� IRU� UHEHOOLRXV� VODYHV�� PXWLQRXV
WURRSV��YLOH�FULPLQDOV��DQG�LQVXUUHFWLRQLVWV
DJDLQVW�WKH�VWDWH��5RPDQ�FLWL]HQV��HVSHFLDOO\
WKH� XSSHU� FODVV�� ZHUH� QRUPDOO\� H[HPSW
IURP�VXFK�DQ�LJQRPLQLRXV�GHDWK�QR�PDWWHU
ZKDW�WKHLU�FULPH��7KH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�ZDV
WKDW� FUXFLIL[LRQ�ZDV� YLHZHG�QRW� MXVW� DV� D
PHDQV� RI� GHDWK�� EXW� DOVR� DV� D� PHDQV� RI
SRUWUD\LQJ�VKDPH��7KHUHIRUH�RQO\�WKH�PRVW
GHVSLFDEOH�ZHUH�FUXFLILHG��7R�EH�KXQJ�RQ�D
FURVV�PHDQW�PRUH�WKDQ�WKDW�D�FULPH�ZRUWK\
RI�GHDWK�KDG�EHHQ�FRPPLWWHG��,W�PHDQW�WKDW
WKH�DFFXVHG�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�D�ORZO\�
YLOH�� UHSUHKHQVLEOH� SHUVRQ�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR
EHLQJ�D�FULPLQDO��+H�ZDV�QRW�RQO\�EDG²KH
ZDV�EDVH�

,W�ZDV� IRU� WKLV� UHDVRQ� WKDW� FUXFLIL[LRQ
ZDV�GRQH�LQ�YHU\�EXV\��SXEOLF�VHWWLQJV��3DUW
RI�WKH�LQWHQW��REYLRXVO\��ZDV�WR�GHWHU�RWKHUV
IURP� FRPPLWWLQJ� VXFK� FULPHV�� *HUDOG
2¶&ROOLQV�� LQ� 7KH� $QFKRU� %LEOH� 'LFWLRQDU\�
TXRWHV�WKH�5RPDQ�4XLQWLOLDQ�(ca. 35-95 AD)�DV
VD\LQJ�� ³:KHQHYHU�ZH� FUXFLI\� WKH� JXLOW\�

WKH�PRVW�FURZGHG�URDGV�DUH�FKRVHQ��ZKHUH
WKH�PRVW�SHRSOH�FDQ�VHH�DQG�EH�PRYHG�E\
WKLV�IHDU �́(vol 1, p 1208)��%XW�WKH�SULPDU\�PRWLYH
ZDV�WR�LQIOLFW�WKH�JUHDWHVW�DPRXQW�RI�SK\VL�
FDO�WRUPHQW�DQG�SXEOLF�VKDPH�RQ�SHUVRQV
RI�VXFK�UHSUHKHQVLEOH�DQG�GHWHVWDEOH�FKDU�
DFWHU��7KH�5RPDQV�KDG�PRUH�WKDQ�UHWULEX�
WLRQ� LQ� PLQG�� 7KH\�ZHUH� DOVR� H[SUHVVLQJ
GLVJXVW�DQG�XWWHU�FRQWHPSW�

Jewish Practice
$OWKRXJK�WKH�-HZV�QHYHU�SUDFWLFHG�FUX�

FLIL[LRQ�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�FDSLWDO�SXQLVKPHQW
�H[FHSW�IRU�D�EULHI�LQWHUYDO�GXULQJ�WKH�+HO�
OHQLVWLF�+DVPRQHDQ�3HULRG���WKH\�GLG�KDYH
D�VLPLODU�FXVWRP�IRU�H[SUHVVLQJ�D�KLJK�GH�
JUHH�RI�FRQWHPSW�IRU�XQGHVLUDEOH�SHUVRQV�
$IWHU�D�FULPLQDO�KDG�EHHQ�SXW�WR�GHDWK�E\
VRPH�RWKHU�PHDQV��L�H���WKH�VZRUG��VWRQLQJ�
HWF����WKH�GHDG�ERG\�ZRXOG�EH�VWUXQJ�XS�RQ
D�WUHH�DV�D�V\PERO�RI�VKDPH�DQG�GLVKRQRU�
7KLV� SXEOLF� H[SRVXUH� JDYH� WKH� SHRSOH� DQ
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�YHQRPRXV�KD�
WUHG�IRU�VXFK�D�GHVSLFDEOH�FULPLQDO�DV�WKH\
KXUOHG� WKHLU� LQVXOWV� DQG� PRFNHU\� DW� WKH
VWUXQJ�XS�YLFWLP�

,Q�7KH�%LEOH�.QRZOHGJH�&RPPHQWDU\��(DUO
.DOODQG�PDNHV�WKLV�REVHUYDWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ
WKH�ODZ�DQG�,VUDHO¶V�SUDFWLFH�RI�KDQJLQJ�D
FRQGHPQHG�SHUVRQ�RQ�D�WUHH�(Deut 21:22-23)�

+DQJLQJ�WKH�ERG\�H[KLELWHG�WKH�SHUVRQ�WR
SXEOLF�KXPLOLDWLRQ��7KH�FULPLQDO�ZDV�XQ�
GHU�WKH�FXUVH�RI �*RG…WKH�MXGJPHQW�WKDW
WDNHV� D� SHUVRQ·V� OLIH� RXW� RI � WKH� FRYHQDQW
FRPPXQLW\�DV�D�SHUSHWUDWRU�RI �WKH�ZRUVW
NLQG�RI�VLQ�DQG�GLVSOD\V�WKDW�MXGJPHQW�E\
WKH� KXPLOLDWLRQ� RI� KDQJLQJ� KLV� ERG\� LQ
SXEOLF� VKRZV� WKDW� WKDW� SHUVRQ� LV� XQGHU
*RG·V�FXUVH�(vol 3, pp 134-135)�

6WRULHV�DUH�WROG�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�IDU�ZHVW�RI
KXQWLQJ�SDUWLHV�FRPELQJ�WKH�KLOOV�IRU�D�NLO�
OHU�FDW�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�UDLGLQJ�WKH�KHUGV�DQG
IORFNV²DQG�SHUKDSV�HYHQ�PDLPLQJ�PHP�
EHUV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�ZKR�OLYHG�LQ�RXWO\�
LQJ�DUHDV��$V�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�OLRQ�ZDV�IRXQG
DQG�NLOOHG��WKH�LUDWH�FLWL]HQV�RI�WKH�FRPPX�
QLW\�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�KDQJ�WKH�FDUFDVV�RQ�D�SROH
LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WRZQ�IRU�D�WLPH��LQ�RUGHU�WR
JLYH�WKH�SHRSOH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�YHQW�WKHLU
DQJHU�RQ�WKH�GHYLO�FDW��$Q\RQH�ZKR�ZLVKHG
FRXOG�VSLW�RQ�LW��VWULNH�LW�ZLWK�D�VWLFN��SXQFK
LW�ZLWK�WKHLU�ILVWV�DQG�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�RWKHU

ZD\V�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�DQJHU�DW�WKH�GHVSLFDEOH
FUHDWXUH� WKDW� KDG� FDXVHG� WKHP� ORVV� DQG
VRUURZ�

7KDW�LV�WKH�VDPH�LGHD�EHKLQG�WKH�-HZLVK
SUDFWLFH�RI�KDQJLQJ�D�FULPLQDO¶V�ERG\�RQ�D
WUHH��,W�ZDV�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKDW�-RVKXD�KXQJ
WKH�ERG\�RI�WKH�NLQJ�RI�$L�RQ�D�WUHH�(Josh 8:29)
DQG� WKH� ERGLHV� RI� WKH� ILYH� NLQJV� RI� WKH
VRXWKHUQ�FRQIHGHUDF\�RQ� ILYH� WUHHV� (Josh 10:
26-27)��+H�ZDV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ�WKHLU
H[HFXWLRQ��([SRVLQJ�WKHP�WR�SXEOLF�VKDPH
DQG� ULGLFXOH�ZDV� WKH� SULPDU\�PRWLYH� IRU
WKLV�SUDFWLFH�

Our Substitute
7KH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�TXRWHG�IURP�WKLV�-HZ�

LVK�ODZ�(Deut 21:22-23)�DV�KH�GHVFULEHG�IRU�XV�WKH
UHDVRQ� IRU� &KULVW¶V� GHDWK� RQ� WKH� FURVV²
³&KULVW�KDWK�UHGHHPHG�XV�IURP�WKH�FXUVH�RI
WKH�ODZ �́ (Gal 3:13)��<RX�VHH��&KULVW�QRW�RQO\
GLHG�IRU�RXU�VLQV�LQ�D�MXGLFLDO�VHQVH��SD\LQJ
WKH�UHTXLUHG�SHQDOW\�IRU�RXU�FULPHV�RI�GLV�
REHGLHQFH�� KH� DOVR� ERUH� RXU� ³FXUVH� �́ WKH
XWWHU� VKDPH� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK� RXU� EODWDQW
GLVREHGLHQFH�DJDLQVW�*RG�

:KHQ�-HZLVK�OHDGHUV�SUHVVHG�3LODWH�IRU
WKH� VHQWHQFH�RI� FUXFLIL[LRQ�� WKH\�ZHUH�H[�
SUHVVLQJ�WKHLU�FRQWHPSW�IRU�DQ\RQH�JXLOW\
RI�WKH�VLQ�RI�EODVSKHP\²WKH�VLQ�RI�ZKLFK
WKH\�ZHUH� DFFXVLQJ� -HVXV�� 7KH\�ZHUH� QRW
RQO\�FODPRULQJ�IRU�-HVXV¶�GHDWK��.QRZLQJ
WKDW� WKH� 5RPDQ� LGHD� RI� FUXFLIL[LRQ� ZDV
SDUDPRXQW�WR�WKHLU�SUDFWLFH�RI�KDQJLQJ�RQ
D�WUHH��WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�VDWLVILHG�ZLWK�QRWK�
LQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�KDYLQJ�-HVXV�FUXFLILHG��7KH\
ZDQWHG�KLP�SXW�WR�VKDPH��7KH\�ZDQWHG�WR
GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�KH�ZDV�FXUVHG�RI�*RG�

:KDW� WKH\� GLG� QRW� XQGHUVWDQG�� KRZ�
HYHU��ZDV�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�QRW�G\LQJ�IRU�KLV
RZQ� VLQ�� EXW� IRU� WKHLU� VLQV�� $V� 3DXO�� WKH
FRQYHUWHG�-HZLVK�3KDULVHH��ZRXOG�RQH�GD\
VHHN�WR�H[SODLQ�WR�WKHP��&KULVW�ZDV�EHDULQJ
WKH�YHU\�VKDPH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�VLQ�RI
ZLOOIXO�GLVREHGLHQFH�DJDLQVW�*RG�

$QG� WKLV� LV� VRPHWKLQJ� ZH� PXVW� DOVR
JUDVS�� 2XU� VLQV� RI� ZLOOIXO� GLVREHGLHQFH
DJDLQVW�D�KRO\�*RG�DUH�HTXDOO\� UHSUHKHQ�
VLEOH��:H�DUH�QRW�RQO\�GHVHUYLQJ�RI�GHDWK�
ZH�DUH�GHVHUYLQJ�RI�VKDPH��<RX�VHH��3LODWH
GLG�QRW�FKRRVH�WKH�FURVV�IRU�-HVXV��1HLWKHU
GLG� WKH� -HZLVK� OHDGHUV� RI� WKH� 6DQKHGULQ�

*RG�FKRVH�WKH�FURVV��IRU�LW�ZDV�WKH�SHUIHFW
PHDQV�RI�LQIOLFWLQJ�GHDWK�WKURXJK�WKH�VKHG�
GLQJ�RI�EORRG��ZKLOH�DOVR�D�ZD\�WR�H[SUHVV
VKDPH� WKURXJK� SXEOLF� KXPLOLDWLRQ�� 1R
PHDQV�RI�H[HFXWLRQ�ZDV�HYHU�PRUH�ILWWLQJ�WR
GHPRQVWUDWH� WKH� IXOO� SXQLVKPHQW� IRU� VLQ�
7KH�%LEOH�VD\V�³WKH�ZDJHV�RI�VLQ�LV�GHDWK´
(Rom 6:23)��EXW� LW� DOVR� VKRZV�WKDW� WKH�DZIXO
KRUURU�RI�VLQ�LV�LQ�LWV�XOWLPDWH�VKDPH²DV�LW
LV�ZULWWHQ��³&XUVHG�LV�HYHU\�RQH�WKDW�KDQJ�
HWK�RQ�D�WUHH´�(Gal 3:13)�

:KHQ� WKH� ZULWHU� WR� WKH� +HEUHZV� DS�
SHDOHG�WR�WKH�GHDWK�RI�&KULVW�DV�DQ�H[DPSOH
IRU�KLV�UHDGHUV�WR�SHUVHYHUH�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI
WKHLU� WULDOV��KH� VSRNH�RI� WKH�GHDWK�H[SHUL�
HQFH�RI�-HVXV�WKLV�ZD\�

/RRNLQJ� XQWR� -HVXV�� WKH� DXWKRU� DQG� ILQ�
LVKHU�RI �RXU�IDLWK��ZKR�IRU�WKH�MR\�WKDW�ZDV
VHW�EHIRUH�KLP�HQGXUHG�WKH�FURVV��GHVSLVLQJ
WKH� VKDPH�� DQG� LV� VHW� GRZQ� DW� WKH� ULJKW
KDQG�RI�WKH�WKURQH�RI�*RG�(Heb 12:2)�

-HVXV�QRW� RQO\� ³HQGXUHG� WKH� FURVV´� DV�KH
VXIIHUHG�WKH�XQVSHDNDEOH�KRUURU�RI�FUXFLIL[�
LRQ��KH�DOVR�GHVSLVHG�³WKH�VKDPH´�DV�KH�KXQJ
LQ�WKH�SODFH�RI�ULGLFXOH��2Q�WKDW�IDWHIXO�GD\�
-HVXV�ZDV�G\LQJ� IRU�RXU� VLQV��EXW�KH�ZDV
DOVR� EHDULQJ� RXU� LQIDPRXV� VKDPH� DV� KH
KXQJ�RQ�D�WUHH��<HW�LQ�GRLQJ�WKDW�KH�ZRQ�DQ
LQFUHGLEOH� YLFWRU\� RYHU� VLQ� DQG� GHDWK�� VR
WKDW�KH�LV�QRZ�³VHW�GRZQ�DW�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG
RI�WKH�WKURQH�RI�*RG�´�7KDW�LV�WKH�SODFH�RI
KRQRU�QRZ�RFFXSLHG�E\�WKH�YLFWRULRXV�6RQ
RI�*RG��7KH�GHDWK�DQG�VKDPH�ZHUH�LQFUHG�
LEO\�GLIILFXOW��EXW�WKH�DFFRPSOLVKLQJ�RI�RXU
UHGHPSWLRQ�ZDV�WKH�EDVLV�RI�KLV�MR\�

/HW� WKLV� WKRXJKW�VLQN�GHHS�GRZQ� LQWR
\RXU�VRXO��,I�\RX�DUH�\HW�XQVDYHG��\RX�DUH
XQGHU�WKH�FXUVH�RI�*RG��DQG�WKXV�GHVHUYLQJ
RI�HYHUODVWLQJ�VKDPH��7KH�FXUVH�LV�UHPRYHG
IRU�QRQH�EXW�WKRVH�ZKR�UHFRJQL]H�-HVXV�DV
WKHLU�VXEVWLWXWH��DQG�IDOO�DW�KLV�IHHW�FRQIHVV�
LQJ�WKHLU�VLQV��,I�\RX�SHUVLVW�LQ�\RXU�UHEHO�
OLRXV�FRXUVH��RQH�GD\�\RX�ZLOO�IRU�VXUH�KHDU
WKHVH�DZIXO�ZRUGV²³'HSDUW�IURP�PH��\H
FXUVHG��LQWR�HYHUODVWLQJ�ILUH �́(Matt 25:41)��7KH
FXUVH�ZLOO�QHYHU�EH�UHPRYHG��<RX�ZLOO�KDYH
WR�EHDU�LW�DV�ORQJ�DV�*RG�OLYHV��(YHUODVWLQJ
VKDPH�DQG�FRQWHPSW�ZLOO�EH�WKH�SRUWLRQ�RI
HYHU\�UHEHOOLRXV�VRXO�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�HQG�
OHVV�DJHV�RI�HWHUQLW\�q

�Dr. Dan Hayden



Q*KO�VJCV�EQOGVJ�VQ�OG
+�YKNN�KP�PQ�YKUG�ECUV�QWVR�M,QJP�����&DVW� \RXUVHOI� DW� RQFH�� LQ� WKH� VLPSOHVW
IDLWK��XSRQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��DQG

\RX�VKDOO�EH�VDYHG��$OO�RI�\RXU�SUHSDUDWLRQ
IRU�HWHUQLW\�LV�HQWLUHO\�RXW�RI�\RXUVHOI��DQG
LQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV��:DVKHG�LQ�KLV�EORRG��DQG
FORWKHG�XSRQ�ZLWK�KLV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��\RX
PD\� DSSHDU� EHIRUH� *RG� GLYLQHO\�� IXOO\�
IUHHO\��DQG�IRUHYHU�DFFHSWHG��7KH�VDOYDWLRQ
RI�WKH�FKLHI�RI�VLQQHUV�LV�DOO�SUHSDUHG��ILQ�
LVKHG��DQG�FRPSOHWH�LQ�&KULVW�(Eph 1:6; Col 2:10)�

$JDLQ��,�UHSHDW��\RXU�H\H�RI�IDLWK�PXVW
EH�GLUHFWHG�HQWLUHO\�RXW�RI�DQG�IURP�\RXU�
VHOI� WR� -HVXV�� %HZDUH� RI� ORRNLQJ� IRU� DQ\
SUHSDUDWLRQ�WR�PHHW�*RG�LQ�\RXUVHOI��,W¶V�DOO
LQ�&KULVW��*RG�GRHV�QRW�DFFHSW�\RX�RQ�WKH
JURXQG�RI�D�EURNHQ�KHDUW��RU�D�FOHDQ�KHDUW�
RU�D�SUD\LQJ�KHDUW��RU�D�EHOLHYLQJ�KHDUW��+H
DFFHSWV� \RX� ZKROO\� DQG� HQWLUHO\� RQ� WKH
JURXQG� RI� WKH� SHUIHFW� DWRQHPHQW� RI� KLV
EOHVVHG� 6RQ�� &DVW� \RXUVHOI�� LQ� FKLOGOLNH
IDLWK��XSRQ�WKDW�DWRQHPHQW²³&KULVW�G\LQJ
IRU�WKH�XQJRGO\ �́(Rom 5:6)²DQG�\RX�DUH�VDYHG�

-XVWLILFDWLRQ�LV�D�SRRU��ODZ�FRQGHPQHG�
VHOI�FRQGHPQHG�� VHOI�GHVWUR\HG� VLQQHU�
ZUDSSLQJ�KLPVHOI�E\�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�
QHVV�RI�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��ZKLFK�LV�³XQWR
DOO��DQG�XSRQ�DOO�WKHP�WKDW�EHOLHYH´�(Rom 3:22)�
+H��WKHQ�� LV� MXVWLILHG��DQG�SUHSDUHG�WR�GLH
DQG�PHHW�*RG��DQG�KH�RQO\��ZKR�FDVWV�IURP
KLP�WKH�JDUPHQW�RI�KLV�RZQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�
DQG�UXQV�LQWR�WKLV�EOHVVHG�³&LW\�RI�5HIXJH´²
WKH� /RUG� -HVXV²DQG� KLGHV� KLPVHOI� WKHUH
IURP�WKH�³DYHQJHU�RI�EORRG �́(Josh 20)��H[FODLP�
LQJ�� LQ� WKH� ODQJXDJH� RI� WULXPSKDQW� IDLWK�
³7KHUH�LV�WKHUHIRUH�QRZ�QR�FRQGHPQDWLRQ
WR�WKHP�ZKLFK�DUH�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV �́(Rom 8:1)�

/RRN�WR�-HVXV��WKHQ��IRU�D�FRQWULWH�KHDUW�
ORRN�WR�-HVXV�IRU�D�FOHDQ�KHDUW��ORRN�WR�-HVXV
IRU� D� EHOLHYLQJ� KHDUW�� ORRN� WR� -HVXV� IRU� D
ORYLQJ�KHDUW��DQG�-HVXV�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�DOO�

2QH� IDLWK¶V� WRXFK� RI� &KULVW�� DQG� RQH
GLYLQH�WRXFK�IURP�&KULVW��ZLOO�VDYH�WKH�YLO�
HVW�VLQQHU��2K�� WKH�GLPPHVW��PRVW�GLVWDQW

JODQFH�RI�IDLWK��WXUQLQJ�LWV�ODQJXLG�H\H�XSRQ
&KULVW��ZLOO�KHDO�DQG�VDYH�WKH�VRXO��*RG�LV
SUHSDUHG�WR�DFFHSW�\RX�LQ�KLV�EOHVVHG�6RQ�
DQG�IRU�KLV�VDNH�KH�ZLOO�FDVW�DOO�\RXU�VLQV
EHKLQG� KLV� EDFN�� DQG� WDNH� \RX� WR� JORU\
ZKHQ�\RX�GLH�

1HYHU�KDV�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�UHMHFWHG�D�SRRU
VLQQHU�ZKR�FDPH�WR�KLP�HPSW\�DQG�ZLWK
³QRWKLQJ�WR�SD\´�(Luke 7:42)��*RG�ZLOO�JORULI\
KLV� IUHH�JUDFH� LQ�\RXU� VDOYDWLRQ�� DQG�ZLOO
WKHUHIRUH�VDYH�\RX²just as you are��³ZLWK�
RXW� PRQH\� DQG� ZLWKRXW� SULFH �́ (Isaiah 55:1)�
3DXO� LPPHGLDWHO\� UHVSRQGHG� WR� WKH� DQ[�
LRXV�MDLORU�ZKR�DVNHG�ZKDW�KH�PXVW�GR�WR
EH�VDYHG²³%HOLHYH�RQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�
DQG�WKRX�VKDOW�EH�VDYHG´�(Acts 16:31)�

1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ��RU�ZKDW
\RX�DUH��SOXQJH�LQWR�³WKH�IRXQWDLQ�RSHQHG
IRU�VLQ�DQG�IRU�XQFOHDQQHVV´� (Zech 13:1)��DQG
\RX� VKDOO� EH� FOHDQ�� ³ZDVKHG�ZKLWHU� WKDQ
VQRZ �́ (Psalm 51:7)�� ³&RPH� QRZ�� DQG� OHW� XV
UHDVRQ� WRJHWKHU�� VDLWK� WKH� /RUG�� WKRXJK
\RXU�VLQV�EH�DV�VFDUOHW��WKH\�VKDOO�EH�DV�ZKLWH
DV�VQRZ´�(Isaiah 1:18)��+HHG�QR�VXJJHVWLRQ�RI
6DWDQ��RU�RI�XQEHOLHI��&DVW�\RXUVHOI�DW� WKH
IHHW�RI�-HVXV��DQG�LI�\RX�SHULVK��SHULVK�WKHUH�
2K�QR��SHULVK�\RX�QHYHU�ZLOO��IRU�KH�SURP�
LVHG��³+LP�WKDW�FRPHWK�WR�PH�,�ZLOO�LQ�QR
ZLVH� FDVW� RXW´� (John 6:37)�� $QG� KLV� EOHVVHG
LQYLWDWLRQ� LV�� ³&RPH�XQWR�PH�� DOO� \H� WKDW
ODERXU�DQG�DUH�KHDY\�ODGHQ��DQG�,�ZLOO�JLYH
\RX�UHVW �́(Matt 11:28)��/HW�\RXU�UHSO\�EH��³/RUG�
,� FRPH�� ,� HQWZLQH� P\� IHHEOH�� WUHPEOLQJ
DUPV�RI�IDLWK�DURXQG�WK\�FURVV��WK\�GHDWK�
WK\VHOI�� DQG� LI� ,� GLH�� ,� ZLOO� GLH�� FOHDYLQJ�
FOLQJLQJ��ORRNLQJ�XQWR�WKHH�´

6R�DFW� DQG�EHOLHYH�� DQG�\RX�QHHG�QRW
IHDU�WR�GLH��/RRNLQJ�WKH�6DYLRXU�LQ�WKH�IDFH�
\RX�FDQ�ORRN�GHDWK�LQ�WKH�IDFH��H[FODLPLQJ
ZLWK�JRRG�RO¶�6LPHRQ��³/RUG��QRZ�OHW�PH
GHSDUW�LQ�SHDFH��IRU�PLQH�H\HV�KDYH�VHHQ�WK\
VDOYDWLRQ �́(Luke 2:29)��0\�SUD\HU�LV�WKDW�\RX
DQG� ,�� WKURXJK� ULFK�� IUHH�� DQG� VRYHUHLJQ
JUDFH��ZLOO�PHHW� LQ�KHDYHQ�� DQG�XQLWH� WR�
JHWKHU�LQ�H[FODLPLQJ��³:RUWK\�LV�WKH�/DPE
WKDW�ZDV�VODLQ� �́(Rev 5:12)�q

,WUV�CU�+�CO�YKVJQWV�QPG�RNGC�
$WV�VJCV�VJ[�DNQQF�YCU�UJGF�HQT�OG�
#PF�VJCV�VJQW�DKFUV�OG�EQOG�VQ�VJGG�
1�.COD�QH�)QF��+�EQOG��+�EQOG�

,WUV�CU�+�CO��RQQT��YTGVEJGF��DNKPFM
5KIJV��TKEJGU��JGCNKPI�QH�VJG�OKPF�
;GC��CNN�+�PGGF�KP�VJGG�VQ�HKPFM
1�.COD�QH�)QF��+�EQOG��+�EQOG�

7KH�JRVSHO�RI �&KULVW�LV�JRRG�QHZV�RI �SDUGRQ
WR�WKH�JXLOW\��DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�DV�HTXDOO\�JXLOW\

EHIRUH�*RG�� ,W� UHYHDOV�DQ�DWRQHPHQW�VXIILFLHQW
IRU�DOO��DQG�HYHU\RQH�LV�FRPPDQGHG�WR�UHFHLYH�LW
DV�D�IDLWKIXO�VD\LQJ��WKDW�́ &KULVW�-HVXV�FDPH�LQWR
WKH�ZRUOG�WR�VDYH�VLQQHUVµ�(1 Tim 1:15)�

7KH� JRVSHO� LV� DGGUHVVHG� WR� WKRVH�ZKR� DUH
´IDU�IURP�ULJKWHRXVQHVVµ�(Isa 46:12)��ZKR�DUH�SRRU�
DQG�EOLQG��DQG�QDNHG��ZKR�KDYH�QR�PRQH\�WR
SXUFKDVH� VDOYDWLRQ�� QR� PHULW� WR� UHFRPPHQG
WKHP�WR�WKH�IDYRU�RI �*RG�(Isa 55:1; Luke 7:42)�

&KULVW� FDPH�QRW� WR� FDOO� WKH� ULJKWHRXV�� EXW
VLQQHUV� WR� UHSHQWDQFH� (Matt 9:13)�� ,I �ZH� DUH� QRW
VLQQHUV��ZH�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�JRVSHO�
DQG�LI �ZH�DUH�VLQQHUV��OHW�XV�QRW�UHMHFW�WKH�FRXQVHO
RI �*RG�DJDLQVW�RXUVHOYHV��E\�YDLQO\�VXSSRVLQJ
WKDW�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�XV�JLYHV�XV�D�SHFXOLDU�FODLP
WR�KLV�IDYRU��RU�E\�LPDJLQLQJ�WKDW�RXU�VLQV�DUH�WRR
JUHDW� WR� EH� IRUJLYHQ��7KH� WKLHI �XSRQ� WKH� FURVV
ZDV�VDYHG�E\�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV��DQG�QRQH�VKDOO�HQWHU
KHDYHQ�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�ZD\��2XU�RQO\�SOHD�LV�WKLV³
´*RG�EH�PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�D�VLQQHU�µ

$OWKRXJK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�DUH�VR�FOHDU�RQ�WKLV
VXEMHFW��LW� LV�D�VWXPEOLQJ�EORFN�DQG�IRROLVKQHVV
WR�WKH�JUHDW�ERG\�RI �WKRVH�ZKR�KHDU�WKH�JRVSHO�
,W�RIIHQGV�WKHLU�SULGH�WR�EH�SXW�XSRQ�D�OHYHO�ZLWK
WKH�RXWFDVWV�RI �VRFLHW\��VXUHO\��WKH\�WKLQN��VRPH
GLIIHUHQFH�ZLOO�EH�PDGH��EXW�WKH\�HUU��QRW�NQRZ�
LQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��QRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�PDOLJ�
QLW\�RI �VLQ�RU�WKH�JUDFH�RI �*RG�

7KH\� YLHZ� VDOYDWLRQ� DV� D� NLQG� RI � EDUJDLQ
ZKLFK�*RG�SURSRVHV�WR�PDNH�ZLWK�KLV�FUHDWXUHV�
WKDW�RQ�FHUWDLQ�FRQGLWLRQV�KH�ZLOO�DFFHSW�WKHP�
ZKLOH�LQ�IDFW�LW�LV�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI �UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�
HTXDOO\�DGGUHVVHG�WR�DOO�PDQNLQG��GHFODULQJ�WKDW
D�IXOO�DWRQHPHQW�IRU�VLQ�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�XSRQ�WKH
FURVV��DQG�LQYLWLQJ�HYHU\�VLQQHU�RI �$GDP·V�UDFH
LQVWDQWO\�WR�DSSURDFK�*RG�WKURXJK�&KULVW�

:KHQ�0RVHV� OLIWHG� XS� WKH� VHUSHQW� LQ� WKH
ZLOGHUQHVV��LW�ZDV�D�UHPHG\�HTXDOO\�DGDSWHG�IRU
DOO�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�ELWWHQ�(Num 21:8; John 3:14-15)��%\
ORRNLQJ� WR� WKH� VHUSHQW� WKH�SDWLHQW�ZDV�KHDOHG�
DQG�LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR� WKLV�HPEOHP��&KULVW�� LQGLV�
FULPLQDWHO\�DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�PDQNLQG��VD\V��́ /RRN
XQWR�PH�� DQG�EH�\H� VDYHG��DOO� WKH� HQGV�RI � WKH
HDUWK��IRU�,�DP�*RG��DQG�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�HOVHµ³
´D�MXVW�*RG�DQG�D�6DYLRXUµ�(Isa 45:21-22)�q

�WKH�JRVSHO�

%0.*/*$"�'3&&�13&44
Box 2l68, Roseau, Dominica, West Indies

&RPH MXVWDV \RX DUH

Q%JTKUV�JCVJ�TGFGGOGF�WU�HTQO�VJG�%745'�QH�VJG�
NCY��DGKPI�OCFG�C�%745'�HQT�WU��HQT�KV�KU�YTKVVGP�
%745'&�KU�GXGT[�QPG�VJCV�*#0)'6*�QP�C�64''R�

M)CNCVKCPU�����

+DYH�\RX�HYHU�WKRXJKW�DERXW�ZK\�-HVXV
KDG�WR�GLH�RQ�D�FURVV"�$Q�DOWDU�RQ�VRPH

PRXQWDLQ�WRS�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�ILWWLQJ
IURP� DQ�2OG�7HVWDPHQW� SRLQW� RI� YLHZ�� ,Q
IDFW��WKDW� LV�ZKDW�*RG�DUUDQJHG�IRU�$EUD�
KDP�LQ�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�KLV�RQO\�VRQ��,VDDF
(Gen 22)��2U�ZK\�GLGQ¶W�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV
MXVW�VWRQH�-HVXV�WR�GHDWK�DV�WKH\�GLG�6WHSKHQ
VRPHWLPH�ODWHU�(Acts 7)"�$IWHU�DOO��WKDW�ZDV�WKH
PHDQV�RI�FDSLWDO�SXQLVKPHQW�LQ�,VUDHO��DQG
3LODWH�VHHPHG�ZLOOLQJ�WR�JLYH�WKHP�SHUPLV�
VLRQ�IRU�WKDW�(John 18:31-32)��%XW�WKH�UXOHUV�RI�WKH
-HZV�ZDQWHG�PRUH�WKDQ�GHDWK��:KDW�ZDV�LW
WKDW� FDXVHG� WKHP� WR� SUHVV� 3LODWH� IRU� WKH
FUXFLIL[LRQ�RI�-HVXV"�,W�VHHPV�WKDW�WKH�FURVV
ZDV�GHVWLQHG�WR�EH�*RG¶V�DOWDU�RI�VDFULILFH�
QRW�D�SLOH�RI�URFNV�

7KH� -HZV�KDYH�DOZD\V�KDG�D�SUREOHP
ZLWK�WKDW��+RZ�FRXOG�-HVXV�EH�WKH�0HVVLDK
DQG�GLH�DV�D�FULPLQDO�RQ�D�5RPDQ�FURVV"�)RU
WKHP�� WKDW� LV� WRR�PXFK� WR�DFFHSW��$OPRVW
DQ\�RWKHU� W\SH�RI�GHDWK�ZRXOG�KDYH�KDG
PRUH�GLJQLW\�WKDQ�WKDW�

&RQVLGHU� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� FUXFLIL[LRQ� LV�
ZLWKRXW� TXHVWLRQ�� WKH� PRVW� KXPLOLDWLQJ
DQG�GHJUDGLQJ� IRUP�RI�SXEOLF�GHDWK�HYHU
GHYLVHG�� )LUVW� RI� DOO�� LW� ZDV� D� YHU\� VORZ�
DJRQL]LQJ� GHDWK�� 2IWHQ� LW� ZRXOG� ODVW� IRU
GD\V�DV�WKH�YLFWLP�GLHG�PRUH�IURP�VXIIRFD�
WLRQ� WKDQ� IURP� EOHHGLQJ�� )XUWKHUPRUH�
KDQJLQJ�QDNHG�LQ�SXEOLF�DORQJ�VRPH�ZHOO�
WUDYHOHG� URDG� DGGHG� LPPHQVHO\� WR� WKH
VHQVH�RI�VKDPH��)XOO\�H[SRVHG�OLNH�D�FDUFDVV
KDQJLQJ�RQ�D�UDFN��WKH�YLFWLP�H[SHULHQFHG
ORQJ�KRXUV�RI�SDLQ�ZLWK�DQ�HQGOHVV�WLPH�RI
KXPLOLDWLRQ��&UXFLIL[LRQ�ZDV�QRW�RQO\�XJO\�
LW�ZDV�LQKXPDQ�
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� D�WUHH


