
ORQJLQJV�RI �KLV�KHDUW��,Q�WKH�ILQDO�DQDO\VLV��WKHUHIRUH��WKH�VXFFHVV
RU� IDLOXUH� RI � WKH� HQWLUH� UHGHPSWLRQ� SODQ� RI � D� VRYHUHLJQ� DQG
RPQLSRWHQW�*RG³D� UHGHPSWLRQ� SXUFKDVHG� DW� VR� JUHDW� D� SULFH³
XOWLPDWHO\�GHSHQGV��QRW�RQ�WKH�LQYLQFLELOLW\�RI �*RG·V�RZQ�ZLOO�
EXW�RQ�WKH�GHSUDYHG�FKRLFHV�RI �WKH�VLQQHU·V�HQVODYHG�ZLOO�

6XFK�D�YLHZ�RI �WKH�DWRQHPHQW��WKRXJK��GRHV�QRW�VTXDUH�ZLWK
D� QXPEHU� RI � ELEOLFDO� WHDFKLQJV� UHJDUGLQJ�&KULVW·V� DFFRPSOLVK�
PHQWV�DW�&DOYDU\��:H�GRQ·W�KDYH�VSDFH�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�DOO�RI �WKHVH
SDVVDJHV��EXW�,�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�D�IHZ�WKDW�FOHDUO\�VKRZ�GLPHQVLRQV
RI �&KULVW·V�UHGHPSWLYH�ZRUN�WKDW�WHDFKHUV�WRGD\�HLWKHU�LJQRUH�RU
DYRLG��/HW·V�WDNH�D�ORRN�DW�VRPH�RI �WKHVH�SDVVDJHV�

Sacrifices in Israel�7KHUH� ZHUH� PDQ\� GLIIHUHQW� DQLPDO
VDFULILFHV�UHTXLUHG�XQGHU�0RVDLF�/DZ��7KHVH�EORRG�RIIHULQJV�ZHUH
RQO\�WHPSRUDU\�DQG�FRXOG�QRW�DFWXDOO\�WDNH�DZD\�VLQ��%XW�WKH\
ZHUH�DOVR�W\SHV�DQG�VKDGRZV��SURSKHWLF�SLFWXUHV��WKDW�SRLQWHG�WR
ZKDW�&KULVW�ZRXOG�GR�ZKHQ�KH�RIIHUHG�XS�KLPVHOI �´RQFH�IRU�DOOµ
WR�ILQDOO\�DQG�FRPSOHWHO\�UHGHHP�KLV�SHRSOH�IURP�WKHLU�VLQV��

7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�RI �WKHVH�RIIHULQJV�WRRN�SODFH�DQQXDOO\
RQ� WKH�´'D\�RI �$WRQHPHQWµ�ZKHQ� WKH�KLJK�SULHVW�HQWHUHG�WKH
´+RO\�RI �+ROLHVµ�ZLWK� WKH�EORRG�RI �D� ODPE�DQG�PDGH�´DWRQH�
PHQWµ� IRU� VLQ�� :DV� WKLV� D� XQLYHUVDO� RIIHULQJ� IRU� WKH� VLQV� RI
HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��RU�D�VSHFLILF�VDFULILFH�WKDW�VHFXUHG�IRUJLYH�
QHVV�IRU�,VUDHO�DORQH"�7KH�%LEOH�LV�FOHDU�RQ�WKLV�PDWWHU��´$DURQ
VKDOO�EHDU�WKH�QDPHV�RI �WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI �,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�EUHDVWSODWH�RI
MXGJPHQW� XSRQ� KLV� KHDUW�� ZKHQ� KH� JRHWK� LQ� XQWR� WKH� KRO\
SODFH…µ�(Ex 28:15-21,29-30)��7KLV�SLFWXUHG�WKH�ORYH�RI �&KULVW�LQ�KLV
KHDUW�IRU�KLV�RZQ�DV�KH�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKHP�EHIRUH�D�KRO\�*RG��$QG
DJDLQ��´7DNH�WZR�RQ\[�VWRQHV��DQG�JUDYH�RQ�WKHP�WKH�QDPHV�RI
WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI �,VUDHO…$DURQ�VKDOO�EHDU�WKHLU�QDPHV�EHIRUH�WKH
/RUG�XSRQ�KLV�WZR�VKRXOGHUVµ�(Ex 28:9-12)��7KLV�SLFWXUHG�&KULVW�
WKH�+LJK�3ULHVW�� VKRXOGHULQJ� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI � WKH�FKRVHQ
SHRSOH�RI �*RG��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�SURYLVLRQV�IRU�WKH�VLQV�RI �WKH�UHVW
RI � WKH� ZRUOG�� H[FHSW� IRU� WKH� IHZ� LQGLYLGXDOV� OLNH� 5DKDE�ZKR
WKURXJK�DQ�DFW�RI �IDLWK�HIIHFWLYHO\�EHFDPH�´-HZV�µ

,Q�PDQ\�RI �WKH�RWKHU�RIIHULQJV�WKDW�GHDOW�ZLWK�LQGLYLGXDO�VLQ�
WKH�KDQGV�RI �WKH�JXLOW\�ZHUH�ODLG�RQ�WKH�KHDG�RI �WKH�VDFULILFLDO
DQLPDO��WKXV�V\PEROLFDOO\�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WKDW�SHUVRQ·V�VLQV�ZHUH
LPSXWHG� WR� WKH� DQLPDO��ZKLFK� WKHQ�ZDV� SXW� WR� GHDWK� RQ� WKDW
SHUVRQ·V� EHKDOI��$JDLQ�� LW�ZDV�QRW� D�XQLYHUVDO� WUDQVDFWLRQ�� EXW
GHVLJQHG�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�D�VSHFLILF�SHUVRQ·V�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV�

7KHVH�IHZ�VDFULILFLDO�´W\SHVµ�DUH�W\SLFDO�RI �DOO�WKH�UHVW�RI �WKH
2OG�7HVWDPHQW�VDFULILFHV��%DVHG�RQ�WKHLU�H[FOXVLYH�QDWXUH��VKRXOG
ZH�QRW�H[SHFW�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�VLQV�RI �D�VSHFLILF�SHRSOH��DQG
QRW�HYHU\RQH�ZLWKRXW�H[FHSWLRQ��WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�LPSXWHG�WR�WKH
0HVVLDK"�,Q�WKH�W\SH��LW�ZDV�RQO\�WKH�VLQV�RI �WKH�2OG�&RYHQDQW
SHRSOH��,VUDHO��WKDW�ZHUH�UHPLWWHG�RQ�WKH�'D\�RI �$WRQHPHQW��,Q
WKH�DQWLW\SH��RQO\�WKH�VLQV�RI �&KULVW·V�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�SHRSOH��WKH
FKXUFK��ZHUH�ODLG�RQ�KLP�RQ�WKDW�ILQDO�DQG�RQFH�IRU�DOO�'D\�RI
$WRQHPHQW��7KH�SRLQW�LV�WKDW�DOO�RI �WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�VDFULILFHV
ZHUH� VXEVWLWXWLRQDU\³´LQ� WKH� SODFH� RIµ³VSHFLILF� SHUVRQV� RU
JURXSV�RI �SHRSOH��6R�DOVR�ZDV�-HVXV·�GHDWK�VXEVWLWXWLRQDU\³´LQ
WKH�SODFH�RIµ³D�VSHFLILF�SHRSOH��WKH�HOHFW��WKH�FKXUFK��WKH�EULGH�
'RHV�WKLV�PHDQ�WKDW�RQO\�D�IHZ�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG"�RU�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�LV
OLPLWHG�WR�VRPH�VSHFLILF�UDFH�RU�FRXQWU\"�$EVROXWHO\�QRW��IRU�ZH
DUH� WROG� WKDW� WKH�UHGHHPHG�RI � WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�FRPSULVH�´D�JUHDW
PXOWLWXGH�� ZKLFK� QR� PDQ� FRXOG� QXPEHU�� RI � DOO� QDWLRQV�� DQG
NLQGUHGV��DQG�SHRSOH��DQG�WRQJXHVµ�(Rev 7:9)�

John 3:16�´*RG� VR� ORYHG� WKH�ZRUOG�µ�7KRVH�ZKR� WHDFK�D
XQLYHUVDO�DWRQHPHQW�DUH�TXLFN�WR�SRLQW�WR�WKH�ZRUG�´ZRUOGµ�LQ
WKLV�YHUVH�DV�SURRI �SRVLWLYH�WKDW�-HVXV�GLHG�IRU�HYHU\ERG\��7R�PDNH
VXFK�DQ�DVVHUWLRQ��KRZHYHU��RQH�PXVW�LPSRVH�D�:HVWHUQ�XQGHU�
VWDQGLQJ� RI � ´ZRUOGµ� WKDW� LV� TXLWH� GLIIHUHQW� IURP� LWV� LQWHQGHG
PHDQLQJ��:KR�ZDV�-HVXV�VSHDNLQJ�WR"�D�ELJRWHG�-HZLVK�OHDGHU
ZKR�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�ZHUH�WKH�H[FOXVLYH�REMHFW�RI �*RG·V
ORYH��:KHQ�1LFRGHPXV�KHDUG� WKH�ZRUG�´ZRUOGµ�FRQQHFWHG� WR
*RG·V�ORYH��KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�DJKDVW��7R�KLP��´ZRUOGµ�PHDQW
´HYHU\WKLQJ� WKDW� LV� QRQ�-HZLVK�µ� RU� ´WKDW� ZKLFK� LV� RXWVLGH� RI
-XGDLVPµ³D�YHU\�QHJDWLYH�H[FOXVLRQ�WKDW�UHJDUGHG�DOO�*HQWLOHV
DV�´GRJVµ�DQG�FHUWDLQO\�XQZRUWK\�RI �*RG·V�ORYH�

7R�XQLYHUVDOL]H�WKH�ZRUG�´ZRUOGµ�RQH�PXVW�DOVR�VHW�WKH�+LJK
3ULHVWO\�ZRUN�RI �WKH�6RQ�DW�RGGV�ZLWK�WKH�UHGHPSWLYH�SXUSRVHV
RI �WKH�)DWKHU��,I �LQGHHG�LW�LV�D�XQLYHUVDO�ORYH�IRU�DOO�PDQNLQG�WKDW
PRYHG�WKH�)DWKHU�WR�VHQG�KLV�6RQ�WR�VXIIHU�DQG�GLH�RQ�WKHLU�EHKDOI�
RQH�PXVW�DVN�ZK\�WKH�6RQ�LV�QRW�HTXDOO\�LQFOXVLYH�LQ�KLV�ILQDO�+LJK
3ULHVWO\�SUD\HU��,Q�WKDW�SUD\HU��KRZHYHU��-HVXV�GHOLEHUDWHO\�UHVWULFWV
KLV�LQWHUFHVVLRQ�WR�D�VSHFLILF�QXPEHU��́ 7KRX�KDVW�JLYHQ�KLP�SRZHU
RYHU�DOO�IOHVK��WKDW�KH�VKRXOG�JLYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH�WR�DV�PDQ\�DV�WKRX
KDVW�JLYHQ�KLP…,�SUD\�IRU�WKHP��,�SUD\�QRW�IRU�WKH�ZRUOG��EXW�IRU
WKHP�ZKLFK�WKRX�KDVW�JLYHQ�PHµ�(John 17:2,9)�

John 4:42�´6DYLRU�RI �WKH�ZRUOG�µ�7KLV�LV�DQRWKHU�YHUVH�WKDW
VRPH�RIIHU�DV�SURRI �RI �D�XQLYHUVDO�DWRQHPHQW��$JDLQ��KRZHYHU�
WKH\�DUH�QRW�GRLQJ�MXVWLFH�WR�WKH�FRQWH[W�DQG�VHWWLQJ��$�6DPDULWDQ
ZRPDQ�KDG�EHHQ�TXLWH�VXUSULVHG�ZKHQ�D�-HZ�VSRNH�WR�KHU�DQG
DVNHG�IRU�D�GULQN�RI �ZDWHU��6KH�NQHZ�WKDW�WKH�6DPDULWDQV�ZHUH
KDWHG�E\� WKH�-HZV��:KHQ�-HVXV� UHYHDOHG�KLPVHOI � WR�KHU�DV� WKH
0HVVLDK³QRW�RQO\�RI �WKH�-HZV��EXW�RI �WKH�6DPDULWDQV�DV�ZHOO³
VKH�EHOLHYHG�KLP�DQG�WROG�KHU�IHOORZ�6DPDULWDQV��7KH\�ZHQW�WR
KHDU�KLP�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��DQG�PDQ\�EHOLHYHG��7KH\�ZHUH�WKULOOHG
WR�OHDUQ�WKDW�WKH�0HVVLDK�KDG�FRPH�WR�SURYLGH�VDOYDWLRQ�QRW�RQO\
IRU�,VUDHO��EXW�IRU�EHOLHYLQJ�́ QRQ�-HZVµ�DV�ZHOO��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�WKH\
PHDQW�ZKHQ�WKH\�WHVWLILHG��´:H�KDYH�KHDUG�KLP�RXUVHOYHV��DQG
NQRZ�WKDW�WKLV�LV�LQGHHG�WKH�&KULVW��WKH�6DYLRXU�RI �WKH�ZRUOG�µ

John 6:37� ¶¶$OO�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU�JLYHWK�PH�VKDOO�FRPH�WR�PH�
DQG�KLP�WKDW�FRPHWK�WR�PH�,�ZLOO�LQ�QR�ZLVH�FDVW�RXW�µ�7KRVH�ZKR
VHHN� WR�DGG�ELEOLFDO� FUHGLELOLW\� WR� WKHLU� ´IUHH�ZLOOµ�SHUVSHFWLYHV
RIWHQ�TXRWH�WKH�ODVW�SDUW�RI �WKLV�YHUVH��´+LP�WKDW�FRPHWK�WR�PH�,
ZLOO� LQ� QR� ZLVH� FDVW� RXW�µ� %XW� &KULVW·V� SURPLVH� PXVW� QRW� EH
GLVFRQQHFWHG�IURP�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�VWDWHPHQW��´$OO�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU
JLYHWK�PH�VKDOO�FRPH�WR�PH�µ�7KH\�´FRPHµ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH
EHHQ� ´JLYHQ�µ� $QG� ZKHQ� ZHUH� WKH\� JLYHQ"� 7KH� RQO\� ELEOLFDO
DQVZHU�LV�´EHIRUH�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI �WKH�ZRUOGµ�(Eph 1:4)�

John 6:44,65�´1R�PDQ�FDQ�FRPH�WR�PH��H[FHSW�WKH�)DWKHU
ZKLFK�KDWK�VHQW�PH�GUDZ�KLP…1R�PDQ�FDQ�FRPH�XQWR�PH��H[FHSW�LW
ZHUH�JLYHQ�XQWR�KLP�RI �P\�)DWKHU�µ�7KHVH�WZR�YHUVHV�DUH�DFWXDOO\
D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI �WKH�WUXWK�-HVXV�KDG�DOUHDG\�SURFODLPHG�LQ�YHUVH
��³´$OO�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU�JLYHWK�PH�VKDOO�FRPH�WR�PH�µ�,Q�IDFW��WKH
LGHD�WKDW�PDQ·V�ZLOO�LV�QRW�́ IUHHµ�WR�WXUQ�IURP�VLQ�DQG�IROORZ�&KULVW
ZLWKRXW�D�SULRU�ZRUN�RI �VRYHUHLJQ�JUDFH�ZDV�VR�RIIHQVLYH�WKDW�
´)URP�WKDW�WLPH�PDQ\�RI �KLV�GLVFLSOHV�ZHQW�EDFN��DQG�ZDONHG�QR
PRUH�ZLWK�KLPµ� (v 66)�� ,W·V�VWLOO�D�´KDUG�VD\LQJµ�(v 60)� IRU�PDQ\
WRGD\��,Q�VSLWH�RI �WKHVH�FOHDU�VWDWHPHQWV�IURP�&KULVW�KLPVHOI��WKRVH
ZKR�EHOLHYH�LQ�´IUHH�ZLOOµ�LQVLVW�WKDW�XQUHJHQHUDWH�VLQQHUV�KDYH
WKH�LQKHUHQW�SRZHU�WR�FRPH�WR�&KULVW�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ³WKDW�LW�LV�D
FRPSOHWHO\�XQDLGHG�FKRLFH�WKDW�*RG�OHDYHV�XS�WR�WKHP�

John 10:15�´,�OD\�GRZQ�P\�OLIH�IRU�WKH�VKHHS�µ�1R�RQH�ZRXOG
DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�´OD\�GRZQ�P\�OLIHµ�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�DWRQH�
PHQW�DQG�WKDW�´VKHHSµ�GHVLJQDWHV�WKRVH�IRU�ZKRP�&KULVW�GLHG�
7R�EH�FRQVLVWHQW��WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�LQ�XQLYHUVDO�DWRQHPHQW³WKDW
&KULVW� GLHG� IRU� ´HYHU\RQHµ³PXVW� EHOLHYH� WKDW� -HVXV� LQFOXGHV
HYHU\�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZKHQ�KH�VD\V�´VKHHS�µ�VLQFH�KH�VD\V�LW
ZDV� ´WKH� VKHHSµ� IRU� ZKRP� KH� PDGH� DWRQHPHQW�� %XW� LQ� WKLV
SDVVDJH�-HVXV�GRHV�QRW�JLYH�WKH�ZRUG�´VKHHSµ�D�XQLYHUVDO�PHDQ�
LQJ��7KHUH�ZHUH�WKRVH�KH�VSHFLILFDOO\�H[FOXGHG��́ %XW�\H�EHOLHYH�QRW�
EHFDXVH�\H�DUH�QRW�RI �P\�VKHHSµ� (v 26)��7KH�´VKHHSµ�KDG�EHHQ
´JLYHQµ�XQWR�KLP�E\�WKH�)DWKHU�(v 29)�DQG�KH�NQHZ�WKHP��́ ,�NQRZ
P\�VKHHSµ�(v 14)��+H�NQHZ�DOO�ZKRP�WKH�)DWKHU�KDG�´RUGDLQHG�WR
HWHUQDO�OLIHµ�(Acts 13:48)��$QG�KH�JLYHV�XV�KHUH�D�FDXVH�DQG�HIIHFW
WKDW�PXVW�QRW�EH�LJQRUHG��´<H�EHOLHYH�QRW��EHFDXVH�\H�DUH�QRW�RI
P\�VKHHS�µ�6LQQHUV�GR�QRW�EHFRPH�́ VKHHSµ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�EHOLHYH�
7KH\�´EHOLHYHµ�EHFDXVH� WKH\�DUH�VKHHS³´2WKHU�VKHHS�,�KDYH…

WKHP�DOVR�,�PXVW�EULQJ��DQG�WKH\�VKDOO�KHDU�P\�YRLFHµ�(v 16)�
The Book of Acts�:KLOH�QRW�GLUHFWO\�UHODWHG�WR�RXU�VXE�

MHFW�� LW� LV� VLJQLILFDQW� WR� QRWH� WKDW�PDQ\� RI � WKH� FRPSRQHQWV� RI
PRGHUQ� HYDQJHOLVP� DUH� QHYHU� IRXQG� LQ� WKH�%RRN� RI �$FWV�� WKH
LQVSLUHG�VWRU\�RI �WKH�PRVW�HIIHFWLYH�SHULRG�RI �HYDQJHOLVP�LQ�DOO�RI
FKXUFK� KLVWRU\�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� ´*RG� ORYHV� \RXµ� KDV� EHFRPH� DQ
DOPRVW�WULWH�FOLFKp�LQ�PRGHUQ�JRVSHO�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��\HW�WKH�ZRUG
´ORYHµ�LV�QHYHU�XVHG�LQ�DQ\�RI �WKH�JRVSHO�SURFODPDWLRQV�UHFRUGHG
LQ�$FWV��́ *RG�ORYHV�\RXµ�LV�QHYHU�VDLG�WR�DQ\RQH��QRU�LV�WKH�SKUDVH�
´&KULVW�GLHG�IRU�\RX�µ�7KH�DSRVWOHV�QHYHU�SOHDGHG�ZLWK�VLQQHUV�WR
´JLYH�\RXU�KHDUW�WR�-HVXV�µ�QRU�GLG�WKH\�XVH�´DOWDU�FDOOVµ�RU�DVN
DQ\RQH�WR�UHSHDW�D�´VLQQHU·V�SUD\HU�µ�,QVWHDG��WKH\�VLPSO\�ERUH
ZLWQHVV�WR�WKH�GHDWK��EXULDO�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI �&KULVW��SURFODLP�
LQJ�KLP�DV�WKH�RQO\�/RUG�DQG�6DYLRU��$QG�ZKDW�LV�DEXQGDQWO\
FOHDU� LQ� WKH�ERRN�RI �$FWV� LV�WKDW�DQ\�EHOLHYLQJ�UHVSRQVH� WR�WKH
JRVSHO�PHVVDJH� LV�QRW� DWWULEXWHG� WR� DQ� H[HUFLVH�RI � WKH� VLQQHU·V
DOOHJHG�´IUHH�ZLOO�µ�EXW�WR�WKH�VRYHUHLJQ��HOHFWLQJ�JUDFH�RI �*RG�
7KHUH�DUH�WZR�SDVVDJHV�ZKHUH�WKLV�WUXWK�LV�PDGH�DEXQGDQWO\�FOHDU�

Acts 13:48�´:KHQ�WKH�*HQWLOHV�KHDUG�WKLV��WKH\…JORULILHG
WKH�ZRUG�RI �WKH�/RUG��DQG�DV�PDQ\�DV�ZHUH�RUGDLQHG�WR�HWHUQDO�OLIH
EHOLHYHG�µ�8S�WR�WKLV�SRLQW�LQ�UHGHPSWLYH�KLVWRU\��WKH�-HZV�EHOLHYHG
VDOYDWLRQ�WR�EHORQJ�WR�WKHP�H[FOXVLYHO\��%XW�QRZ��DV�WKH�JRVSHO
ZDV�EHLQJ�ZLGHO\�SURFODLPHG��PDQ\�*HQWLOHV�ZHUH�VDYLQJO\�UH�
VSRQGLQJ��+RZ�LV�LW�WKDW�WKHVH�SHRSOH�ZHUH�FRPLQJ�WR�&KULVW"�:DV
LW� VLPSO\�D�PDWWHU�RI � ´FKRLFHµ³WKHLU� ´GHFLVLRQµ�EDVHG�RQ� WKH
H[HUFLVH�RI �WKHLU�RZQ�´IUHH�ZLOOµ"�2U�ZDV�WKLV�QHZ�LQIOX[�RI �QRQ�
-HZLVK� EHOLHYHUV� WKH� UHVXOW� RI � WKH� H[HUFLVH� RI �*RG·V� ZLOO³DQ
LQHYLWDEOH�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI �KLV�HWHUQDO�SXUSRVHV�LQ�&KULVW"�7KH
WH[W�LV�ERWK�FOHDU�DQG�XQPLVWDNDEOH��,W�GRHV�QRW�VD\��´DV�PDQ\�DV
EHOLHYHG�ZHUH�RUGDLQHG�WR�HWHUQDO�OLIH�µ�DV�WRGD\·V�SRSXODU�WHDFK�
LQJ�ZRXOG� UHTXLUH��%XW� LW� VD\V�� ´DV�PDQ\�DV�ZHUH� RUGDLQHG� WR
HWHUQDO�OLIH�EHOLHYHG�µ�:H�PXVW�QRW�UHYHUVH�FDXVH�DQG�HIIHFW��7KH
*HQWLOHV·�EHOLHYLQJ�UHVSRQVH�GLG�QRW�DULVH�IURP�WKH�IUHH�H[HUFLVH
RI �WKHLU�RZQ�ZLOOV��EXW�IURP�DQ�HQDEOLQJ�DFW�RI �WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�

%\�WKH�ZD\��WKH�ZRUN�RI �WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�LV�LQ�FRPSOHWH�DFFRUG
ZLWK�WKH�ZRUN�RI �WKH�RWKHU�SHUVRQV�RI �WKH�*RGKHDG��(OHFWLRQ�LV
WKH� ZRUN� RI � WKH� )DWKHU�� $WRQHPHQW� LV� WKH� ZRUN� RI � WKH� 6RQ�
5HJHQHUDWLRQ� LV� WKH� ZRUN� RI � WKH� +RO\� 6SLULW�� 7KHLU� UROHV� LQ
UHGHPSWLRQ�PD\�GLIIHU��EXW�QRW�WKHLU�SXUSRVH��1RU�DUH�WKH�UHFLSL�
HQWV�RI �WKHLU�GLYLQH�IDYRU�GLIIHUHQW��%HIRUH�WLPH�EHJDQ��WKH�)DWKHU
FKRVH�D�EULGH�IRU�KLV�6RQ�IURP�DPRQJ�$GDP·V�IDOOHQ�UDFH��́ ,Q�WKH

IXOOQHVV� RI � WLPHµ� -HVXV� HQWHUHG� KXPDQ� KLVWRU\� WR� UHGHHP� KLV
EULGH�� WDNLQJ�WKHLU�VLQV�XSRQ�KLPVHOI��VHWWOLQJ� WKHLU�GHEW�RQ�WKH
DFFXUVHG�WUHH��DQG�ULVLQJ�IURP�WKH�GHDG�WR�JLYH�WKHP�HWHUQDO�OLIH�
%XW�WKH�)DWKHU�DOVR�UHTXLUHV�WKRVH�KH�KDV�FKRVHQ�WR�´EHOLHYH�RQ
KLP�ZKRP�KH�KDWK�VHQWµ�(6:29)��7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�GRHV
KLV�ZRUN��/HIW�WR�WKHPVHOYHV��QRQH�RI �WKH�HOHFW�ZRXOG�HYHU�EHOLHYH�
7KH�+RO\�6SLULW·V�UROH�LV�WR�EULQJ�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI �WKH�JRVSHO�WR�DOO
ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�´RUGDLQHG�WR�HWHUQDO�OLIH�µ�UHJHQHUDWH�WKHLU�KHDUWV
DQG�PLQGV�WKURXJK�WKH�QHZ�ELUWK��WKXV�QRW�RQO\�HQDEOLQJ�WKHP
WR�EHOLHYH��EXW�UHQGHULQJ�VXFK�IDLWK�FHUWDLQ��)URP�EHJLQQLQJ�WR
HQG��LW·V�WKH�VDPH�SXUSRVH��WKH�VDPH�SODQ��WKH�VDPH�´SHRSOH�µ

Acts 16:14�´$� FHUWDLQ� ZRPDQ� QDPHG� /\GLD…KHDUG� XV�
ZKRVH�KHDUW�WKH�/RUG�RSHQHG��WKDW�VKH�DWWHQGHG�XQWR�WKH�WKLQJV�ZKLFK
ZHUH�VSRNHQ�RI �3DXO�µ�6RPH�VD\�WKLV�YHUVH�DFWXDOO\�PHDQV��´$IWHU
3DXO·V�PHVVDJH�DQG�LQYLWDWLRQ��/\GLD�RSHQHG�KHU�KHDUW�DQG�FDPH
IRUZDUG�WR�DFFHSW�&KULVW�µ�%XW�/XNH� LV�YHU\� VSHFLILF�DERXW� WKH
RUGHU�RI �HYHQWV³WKH�FDXVH�DQG�HIIHFW��/\GLD·V�FRQYHUVLRQ�GLG�QRW
FRPH�DERXW�EHFDXVH�VKH�VLPSO\�ZHLJKHG�WKH�HYLGHQFH�3DXO�SUR�
YLGHG�DQG�PDGH�WKH�ULJKW�´FKRLFH�µ�)LUVW��WKH�/RUG�RSHQHG�KHU
KHDUW��WKHQ�VKH�EHOLHYHG��7KH�FDXVH�ZDV�WKH�HQDEOLQJ�SRZHU�RI �WKH
+RO\�6SLULW�(see John 6:44,65)��7KH�HIIHFW�ZDV�D�EHOLHYLQJ�UHVSRQVH�

,W�LV�FRPPRQO\�WDXJKW�WKDW�WKHUH·V�´RQH�WKLQJ�*RG�ZRQ·W�GR�
KH�ZRQ·W� IRUFH�\RX�µ�/RVW� VLQQHUV�DUH� VDLG� WR�KDYH� WKH�QDWXUDO
DELOLW\� WR�´PDNH� WKH�ULJKW�FKRLFH�µ�%XW� WKH�%LEOH�GRHVQ·W� WHDFK
WKLV³LW�SLFWXUHV�VLQQHUV�DV�KRSHOHVVO\�GHSUDYHG�LQ�KHDUW�DQG�PLQG�
´7KH�KHDUW�LV�GHFHLWIXO�DERYH�DOO�WKLQJV��DQG�GHVSHUDWHO\�ZLFNHG�
ZKR�FDQ�NQRZ�LW"…7KH�FDUQDO�PLQG�LV�HQPLW\�DJDLQVW�*RG��IRU
LW�LV�QRW�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�ODZ�RI �*RG��QHLWKHU�LQGHHG�FDQ�EH…�7KH
QDWXUDO�PDQ�UHFHLYHWK�QRW�WKH�WKLQJV�RI �WKH�6SLULW�RI �*RG��IRU�WKH\
DUH�IRROLVKQHVV�XQWR�KLP��QHLWKHU�FDQ�KH�NQRZ�WKHP��EHFDXVH�WKH\
DUH�VSLULWXDOO\�GLVFHUQHGµ�(Jer 17:9; Rom 8:7; 1 Cor 2:14)�

7KRVH�ZKR�VD\�´*RG�ZRQ·W�IRUFH�\RXµ�EXLOG�D�VWUDZ�PDQ�
7KH\�VD\�WKDW�ZH�DUH�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�XQZLOOLQJ�VLQQHUV�DUH�GUDJJHG
NLFNLQJ�DQG�VFUHDPLQJ�LQWR�WKH�NLQJGRP��%XW�WKDW·V�QRW�VR��7KH
%LEOH�VD\V��´7K\�SHRSOH�VKDOO�EH�ZLOOLQJ�LQ�WKH�GD\�RI �WK\�SRZHUµ
(Psalm 110:3)��+HOSOHVV�XQEHOLHI � LV�DW� WKH�YHU\�FRUH�RI � WKH�VLQQHU·V
SUREOHP��1RW� RQO\� GRHV� WKH� VLQQHU� KDYH� D� QDWXUDO� DQG� LQVXU�
PRXQWDEOH�DYHUVLRQ�WR�WKH�JRVSHO��EXW�KLV�ERQGDJH�WR�XQEHOLHI �LV
PDGH� FHUWDLQ� E\� 6DWDQ�KLPVHOI³´7KH� JRG� RI � WKLV�ZRUOG� KDWK
EOLQGHG�WKH�PLQGV�RI �WKHP�ZKLFK�EHOLHYH�QRWµ�(2 Cor 4:4)��%XW�WKH
+RO\�6SLULW��LQ�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��LV�VHQW�´WR�RSHQ�WKHLU�H\HV��DQG�WR
WXUQ�WKHP�IURP�GDUNQHVV�WR�OLJKW��DQG�IURP�WKH�SRZHU�RI �6DWDQ
XQWR�*RGµ�(Acts 26:18; 2 Cor 4:6)�

Acts 20:28�´)HHG� WKH� FKXUFK� RI�*RG��ZKLFK� KH� KDWK� SXU�
FKDVHG�ZLWK�KLV�RZQ�EORRG�µ�&KULVW·V�SUHFLRXV�EORRG�ZDV�QRW�VKHG
LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\�IRU�DOO�PDQNLQG��EXW�VSHFLILFDOO\�IRU�KLV�́ SHRSOH�µ
KLV�´VKHHS�µ�KLV�´EULGH�µ�7KRVH�ZKR�WHDFK�XQLYHUVDO�UHGHPSWLRQ
GR�QRW�GR�MXVWLFH�WR�WKH�´VXEVWLWXWLRQDU\µ�QDWXUH�RI �-HVXV·�GHDWK
DQG� UHVXUUHFWLRQ�� +LV� VLQOHVV� OLIH�� KLV� YROXQWDU\� GHDWK� DQG� KLV
YLFWRULRXV�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�LV�UHSHDWHGO\�GHVFULEHG�DV�́ LQ�WKH�SODFH�RIµ
VRPHRQH� HOVH�� ,I � WKDW� ´VRPHRQH� HOVHµ� LV� DOO�PDQNLQG�� WKHQ�DOO
PDQNLQG�PXVW�EH�VDYHG��$�MXVW�*RG�ZRXOG�QRW�H[DFW�D�VHFRQG
SHQDOW\�RI �GHDWK� IURP� VRPHRQH�ZKRVH�GHDWK� VHQWHQFH�KDV� DO�
UHDG\� EHHQ� SDLG�� 7KDW� ZRXOG� EH� ´GRXEOH� MHRSDUG\µ³D� JURVV
LQMXVWLFH� WKDW�QRW�HYHQ�KXPDQ�FRXUWV�DOORZ��1RU�ZRXOG�D�MXVW
*RG�ZLWKKROG�WKH�UHZDUG�RI �-HVXV·�DFWLYH�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�ODZ³
HWHUQDO�OLIH³IURP�WKRVH�IRU�ZKRP�KH�UHQGHUHG�WKDW�REHGLHQFH�



,Q�5RPDQV���3DXO�XVHV�VRPH�VWURQJ�*UHHN�ZRUGV�WR�HPSKD�
VL]H� WKH�GHDWK�RI �&KULVW�DV�VXEVWLWXWLRQDU\��$OO�WKRVH�IRU�ZKRP
&KULVW�GLHG�ZHUH�FR�FUXFLILHG��FR�EXULHG��DQG�FR�UDLVHG�ZLWK�KLP�
:KHQ�KH�GLHG��WKH\�GLHG�ZLWK�KLP��:KHQ�KH�ZDV�EXULHG��WKH\
ZHUH�EXULHG�ZLWK�KLP��:KHQ�KH�DURVH��WKH\�URVH�ZLWK�KLP��:KHQ
KH�DVFHQGHG�WR�KLV�)DWKHU·V�VLGH��WKH\�DVFHQGHG�ZLWK�KLP��7KHVH
EHQHILWV�KDYH�QRW� VLPSO\�EHHQ�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�� WKH\·YH�DOUHDG\
EHHQ�DSSOLHG�WR�DOO�WKRVH�LQ�ZKRVH�SODFH�-HVXV�GLHG�DQG�URVH�DJDLQ�

Ephesians 5:23-32�´&KULVW�DOVR�ORYHG�WKH�FKXUFK��DQG�JDYH
KLPVHOI �IRU�LWµ�(v 25)��+RZ�FRXOG�3DXO�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�VSHFLILF�LQ
GHILQLQJ�WKH�REMHFW�RI �-HVXV·�ORYH�DQG�WKH�EHQHILFLDU\�RI �KLV�GHDWK"
+H�ORYHG�WKH�FKXUFK��+H�GLHG�IRU�WKH�FKXUFK��+H�LV�WKH�´KHDGµ�RI
WKH�FKXUFK�(v 23)��+H�LV�WKH�´VDYLRUµ�RI �WKH�FKXUFK�(v 23)��,W� LV�WKH
FKXUFK�KH�PDGH�´KRO\µ�(v 27)��$QG�3DXO�VD\V�RI �WKH�FKXUFK��KH�ZLOO
´SUHVHQW� LW� WR� KLPVHOI � D� JORULRXV� FKXUFK�� QRW� KDYLQJ� VSRW�� RU
ZULQNOHµ�(v 27)��5HGHHPLQJ�ORYH�GLG�QRW�HPEUDFH�DOO�RI �IDOOHQ�PDQ�
NLQG��LW�ZDV�IRFXVHG�RQ�D�´FKRVHQ�SHRSOHµ�(1 Peter 2:9)³WKH�FKXUFK�

$FWXDOO\��WKH�SULPDU\�IRFXV�RI �WKLV�SDVVDJH�LV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS
EHWZHHQ�EHOLHYLQJ�KXVEDQGV�DQG�ZLYHV��7R�VWUHVV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH
RI �WKDW�XQLRQ��3DXO�VHWV�XS�WKH�PDUULDJH�EHWZHHQ�&KULVW�DQG�KLV
FKRVHQ�EULGH��WKH�FKXUFK��DV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�H[DPSOH��,I �D�KXVEDQG·V
ORYH�LV�WR�EH�IRFXVHG�H[FOXVLYHO\�RQ�KLV�RZQ�ZLIH��LV�LW�QRW�FOHDU
WKDW�WKH�ORYH�RI �&KULVW�IRU�KLV�EULGH�LV�HTXDOO\�H[FOXVLYH"�,PDJLQH
KRZ�D�ZLIH�ZRXOG�IHHO�LI �KHU�KXVEDQG�WROG�KHU��́ +RQH\��,�ORYH�\RX
JUHDWO\��EXW�,�KDYH�WR�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�,�ORYH�DOO�RI �WKH�RWKHU�ZRPHQ
LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�MXVW�DV�PXFK�µ�<HW��ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�RI
&KULVW·V�UHGHHPLQJ�ORYH��WKLV�LV�ZKDW�ZH�KHDU��&KULVW�VXSSRVHGO\
ORYHV� DOO� VLQQHUV� HTXDOO\³HQRXJK� WR� GLH� IRU� DOO� RI � WKHP³\HW
ZKHWKHU� DQ\� ZLOO� HYHU� EHFRPH� KLV� ´EULGHµ� GHSHQGV� VROHO\� RQ
WKHP��)RU�PRVW��QHLWKHU�WKH�ORYH�QRU�WKH�GHDWK�RI �&KULVW�ZLOO�EH
WR�DQ\�DYDLO³WKH\·OO�SHULVK�DQ\ZD\��:KLOH�VXFK�WHDFKLQJ�PD\
VHHP�WR�JORULI\�WKH�H[WHQW�RI �*RG·V�ORYH��LW·V�QRW�RQO\�FRQWUDU\�WR
ELEOLFDO� WUXWK��EXW�LW�DFWXDOO\�GHPHDQV�WKH�KXVEDQG�OLNH� ORYH�RI
&KULVW�IRU�KLV�EULGH�DQG�KLV�EULGH�DORQH�

2 Peter 3:9�$V�LI �WR�VHWWOH�WKH�LVVXH�RQFH�IRU�DOO��RSSRQHQWV
WR�WKH�ELEOLFDO�GRFWULQH�RI �D�VSHFLILF�DWRQHPHQW�ZLOO�RIWHQ�UHVSRQG�
´%XW�WKH�%LEOH�VD\V�WKDW�¶*RG�LV�QRW�ZLOOLQJ�WKDW�DQ\�VKRXOG�SHULVK�
EXW�WKDW�DOO�VKRXOG�FRPH�WR�UHSHQWDQFH�·µ�7KLV�LV�XQTXHVWLRQDEO\
RQH�RI �WKH�PRVW�PLVTXRWHG�DQG�PLVXVHG�YHUVHV�LQ�DOO�RI �WKH�%LEOH�
7KRVH�ZKR�WDNH�UHIXJH�LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�FRQYHQLHQWO\�OHDYH�RXW�WKH
ZRUGV�´LV� ORQJVXIIHULQJ�WR�XV�ZDUGµ�WKDW�VKRXOG�EH�LQFOXGHG�EH�
WZHHQ�´*RG�LVµ�DQG�´QRW�ZLOOLQJ�WKDW�DQ\�VKRXOG�SHULVK�µ�7KH\
WKHQ�SURFHHG�WR�GHILQH�WKH�SURQRXQV�´DQ\µ�DQG�´DOOµ�DV�LQFOXVLYH
RI �DOO�PDQNLQG��

,W�LV�QRW�RQO\�DQ�DUJXPHQW�EDVHG�RQ�D�PLVXVH�RI �6FULSWXUH�
EXW�RQ�D�PLVXVH�RI �(QJOLVK�JUDPPDU�DV�ZHOO��:KHWKHU�(QJOLVK
RU�*UHHN��LW�LV�LQDSSURSULDWH�XVDJH�WR�DUELWUDULO\�GHILQH�D�SURQRXQ
WR�VXLW�RQH·V�SUHVXSSRVLWLRQV�ZLWKRXW�UHIHUHQFH�WR�LWV�DQWHFHGHQWV�
:KR�3HWHU�KDG�LQ�PLQG�ZKHQ�KH�XVHG�WKH�SURQRXQ�´DOOµ�LQ�WKH
ODVW�KDOI �RI �WKH�YHUVH�PXVW�EH�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�ZKR�KH�KDG�LQ�PLQG
LQ�DQ�HDUOLHU�DQWHFHGHQW�QRXQ�RU�SURQRXQ��7KH�SUHYLRXV�SURQRXQ
´DQ\µ�ZRXOG�TXDOLI\�DV�DQ�DQWHFHGHQW�IRU�WKH�SURQRXQ�´DOO�µ�EXW
LW�VWLOO�ZRXOG�QRW�WHOO�XV�H[DFWO\�ZKR�WKH�´DQ\µ�RU�´DOOµ�UHIHUV�WR�
,Q�WKH�SDUW�WKDW�LV�RIWHQ�OHIW�RXW��ZH�ILQG�\HW�DQRWKHU�SURQRXQ�WKDW
FDQ�VHUYH�DV�WKH�DQWHFHGHQW�IRU�ERWK�́ DQ\µ�DQG�́ DOO�µ�,W�LV�WKH�́ XVµ
RI �WKH�K\SKHQDWHG�´XV�ZDUG�µ�$W�WKLV�SRLQW�ZH�DUH�JHWWLQJ�FORVHU
WR�MXVW�ZKR�3HWHU�KDV�LQ�PLQG�E\�WKH�ZRUGV�́ DQ\µ�DQG�́ DOO�µ�7KDW

KH�LQFOXGHV�KLPVHOI �LV�FOHDU�IURP�KLV�XVH�RI �WKH�ZRUG�´XV�µ�:H
KDYH�VWLOO�QRW�GHWHUPLQHG�ZKR�HOVH�KH�LQFOXGHV�DV�WKH�UHFLSLHQWV
RI �*RG·V�́ ORQJVXIIHULQJµ�QDWXUH��VR�ZH�PXVW�FRQWLQXH�RXU�VHDUFK
IRU�DQ�HYHQ�PRUH�GHILQLWLYH�DQWHFHGHQW�

$V�ZH�ZRUN�RXU�ZD\�EDFNZDUG�IURP�����WR�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI
3HWHU·V�OHWWHU��ZH�ILQG�D�QXPEHU�RI �QRXQV�WKDW�PLJKW�VHUYH�DV�DQ
DQWHFHGHQW�WR�́ DQ\µ�DQG�́ DOO�µ�EXW�PXVW�UXOH�RXW�PRVW�EHFDXVH�RI
WKH�´XVµ�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�3HWHU��,W�FDQQRW�LQFOXGH�WKH�´VFRIIHUVµ�RI
FKDSWHU���RU�WKH�´IDOVH�SURSKHWVµ�RU�´IDOVH�WHDFKHUVµ�RI �FKDSWHU��
VLQFH�3HWHU�ZRXOG�QHYHU�LQFOXGH�KLPVHOI �LQ�VXFK�XQJRGO\�FRP�
SDQ\��7KH�ILUVW�VXLWDEOH�DQWHFHGHQW�ZH�GLVFRYHU�IRU�WKH�SURQRXQV
LQ������WKHUHIRUH��LV�WKH�́ EHORYHGµ�RI ����³WKH�YHU\�VDPH�́ EHORYHGµ
KH�GHVFULEHV�LQ�KLV�RSHQLQJ�VDOXWDWLRQ�DV�́ WKHP�WKDW�KDYH�REWDLQHG
OLNH�SUHFLRXV�IDLWK�ZLWK�XV�WKURXJK�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI �*RG�DQG
RXU�6DYLRXU�-HVXV�&KULVWµ�(1:1)�

7KLV�ZRQGHUIXO�SDVVDJH��WKHUHIRUH��ZKHQ�SURSHUO\�TXRWHG�DQG
XQGHUVWRRG��GRHV�QRW�VXSSRUW� WKH�QRWLRQ�RI �D�XQLYHUVDO�DWRQH�
PHQW��EXW�UDWKHU�DVVXUHV�EHOLHYHUV�WKDW�*RG·V�́ ORQJVXIIHULQJµ�ZLWK
UHJDUG�WR�WKH�FRPSRXQGLQJ�HYLOV�RI �D�FXUVHG�ZRUOG�PHDQV�WKDW
ILQDO�MXGJPHQW�ZLOO�QRW�IDOO�XQWLO�´DQ\µ�DQG�´DOOµ�RI �WKRVH�SURP�
LVHG�WR�KLV�6RQ�KDYH�EHHQ�ERUQ�LQ�WKH�QRUPDO�FRXUVH�RI �KLVWRU\�
UHJHQHUDWHG� E\� WKH� +RO\� 6SLULW� DQG� JORULILHG� DW� WKH� UHWXUQ� RI
&KULVW��2QO\�WKHQ�ZLOO�WKH�DFFXPXODWHG�RIIHQVHV�RI �WKH�HQHPLHV
RI �WKH�FURVV�UHFHLYH�WKHLU�MXVW�UHWULEXWLRQ��,W�LV�VXFK�DQ�LPSRUWDQW
WUXWK�DQG�UHDVRQ�IRU�KRSH�LQ�D�ZRUOG�JULSSHG�E\�VLQ�DQG�GHVSDLU
WKDW� LQ�KLV�FORVLQJ�ZRUGV��3HWHU�RQFH�DJDLQ�UHPLQGV� WKHVH�´EH�
ORYHGµ�RQHV�WKDW�́ WKH�ORQJVXIIHULQJ�RI �RXU�/RUG�LV�VDOYDWLRQµ�(3:15)�

Can Elephants Fly?�0RGHUQ�HYDQJHOLVP�DVVXPHV�WKDW�D
VLQQHU�FDQ�FKRRVH�&KULVW�DW�ZLOO��,W�LV�WDXJKW�WKDW�VLQQHUV�FDQ�´GR
JRRG�µ�HYHQ�WKRXJK�6FULSWXUH�GHFODUHV��́ 7KHUH�LV�QRQH�WKDW�GRHWK
JRRG��QR��QRW�RQHµ�(Rom 3:12)��$Q�HOHSKDQW�PD\�ORRN�XS�LQ�WKH�VN\
DQG�WKLQN��́ ,·P�JRLQJ�WR�IO\�MXVW�OLNH�WKRVH�ELUGV�µ�7KDW�PD\�ZRUN
IRU� DQ� LPDJLQDU\� FUHDWXUH� OLNH� 'LVQH\·V� 'XPER�� EXW� IRU� UHDO
HOHSKDQWV��IO\LQJ�LV�QRW�DQ�RSWLRQ��,W·V�D�FKRLFH�WKH\·UH�QRW�IUHH�WR
PDNH��EHFDXVH�LW·V�QRW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�QDWXUH��$UH�XQUHJHQHUDWH
VLQQHUV�´IUHHµ�WR�PDNH�FKRLFHV"�<HV��EXW�RQO\�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU
QDWXUH��7KLV� LV�ZKDW�-HUHPLDK�PHDQW�ZKHQ�KH�VDLG³´&DQ�WKH
(WKLRSLDQ�FKDQJH�KLV�VNLQ��RU�WKH�OHRSDUG�KLV�VSRWV"�WKHQ�PD\�\H
DOVR�GR�JRRG��WKDW�DUH�DFFXVWRPHG�WR�GR�HYLOµ�(13:23)�

7RGD\·V�QRWLRQ�WKDW�VLQQHUV�KDYH�WKH�LQKHUHQW�DELOLW\�WR�´GR
JRRGµ� DOVR� EHWUD\V� D� FRPPRQ� PLVFRQFHSWLRQ� DERXW� ZKDW� LW
PHDQV�WR�́ GR�JRRG�µ�0HDVXUHG�RQ�D�KRUL]RQWDO�OHYHO��VLQQHUV�DUH
FHUWDLQO\�FDSDEOH�RI �GRLQJ�´JRRG�GHHGVµ�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��2Q�D
KRUL]RQWDO� OHYHO�� WKH� 3KDULVHHV� ZHUH� YHU\� ´JRRG�µ� 7KH\� ZHUH
SLOODUV�RI �WKH�FRPPXQLW\�ZLWK�LPSHFFDEOH�PRUDO�VWDQGDUGV�DQG
JHQHURXV�WRZDUG�WKRVH�LQ�QHHG��7KH�W\SLFDO�3KDULVHH�RI �-HVXV·�GD\
ZRXOG�EH�TXLFNO\�HOHFWHG�WR�WKH�´ERDUG�RI �HOGHUVµ�LQ�WKH�W\SLFDO
FKXUFK� RI � RXU� GD\��+RUL]RQWDOO\�� WKH\�ZHUH� LQGHHG� FDSDEOH�RI
´GRLQJ�JRRG�µ�%XW�ZKHQ�-HVXV�PHDVXUHG�WKHP�RQ�D�YHUWLFDO�SODQH�
KH� VDLG� WKH\�ZHUH�´OLNH�XQWR�ZKLWHG� VHSXOFKUHV��ZKLFK� LQGHHG
DSSHDU�EHDXWLIXO�RXWZDUG��EXW�DUH�ZLWKLQ�IXOO�RI �GHDG�PHQ·V�ERQHV�
DQG�RI �DOO�XQFOHDQQHVVµ�(Matt 23:27)�

:KHWKHU� WKH�XQEHOLHYLQJ�3KDULVHHV� RI �&KULVW·V� GD\�� RU� WKH
XQEHOLHYLQJ�PRUDOLVWV�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQV�RI �RXU�GD\��WKDW�ZKLFK
WKHLU� IHOORZ� XQEHOLHYHUV�PD\� UHJDUG� DV� ´JRRGµ� LQHYLWDEO\� DQG
ZLWKRXW�H[FHSWLRQ�EHFRPHV�´ILOWK\�UDJVµ�(Isaiah 64:6)�ZKHQ�MXGJHG
E\�*RG·V� XQFRPSURPLVLQJ� VWDQGDUGV� RI � ULJKWHRXVQHVV��%HIRUH

*RG�� WKH� ORVW�DUH� WRWDOO\� LQFDSDEOH�RI �´GRLQJ�JRRG�µ�7KH�RQO\
JRRG�´ZRUNµ� WKDW� WKH\� FDQ�GR� WKDW� LV� DFFHSWDEOH� WR�*RG� LV� WR
´EHOLHYHµ�LQ�&KULVW�(John 6:29)��%XW�WKDW·V�WKH�UXE��$SDUW�IURP�EHLQJ
ERUQ�DJDLQ�E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��WKH\�GRQ·W�KDYH�WKH�QDWXUDO�DELOLW\
WR�GR�WKDW�JRRG�´ZRUN�µ�/HIW� WR� WKH�QDWXUDO�EHQW�RI � WKHLU�RZQ
GHSUDYHG�KHDUWV��VLQQHUV�ZLOO�QRW�EH�FRQYLQFHG�HYHQ�LI �VRPHRQH
ULVHV�IURP�WKH�GHDG�(Luke 16:31)��7KLV�LV�WKH�YHU\�HVVHQFH�RI �*RG·V
ZRUN� RI � UHJHQHUDWLRQ³D� VSLULWXDO� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� WKDW� HQDEOHV
VLQQHUV�WR�EHOLHYH��7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�ILUVW�´RSHQHG�/\GLD·V�KHDUW�µ
WKHQ�DQG�RQO\�WKHQ�GLG�VKH�SRVVHVV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�EHOLHYH�

0RVW�RI �XV�KDYH�VHHQ�WKH�IDPRXV�SDLQWLQJ�WKDW�GHSLFWV�-HVXV
VWDQGLQJ�RXWVLGH�RI �D�GRRU��JHQWO\�NQRFNLQJ�WR�JDLQ�DGPLVVLRQ��,W
LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�UHSUHVHQW�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�VLQQHU·V�KHDUW�DQG�GHOLEHU�
DWHO\�KDV�QR�NQRE�RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH��7KH�PHVVDJH�LV�WKDW�-HVXV�LV
SRZHUOHVV�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�H[FHSW�WR�NQRFN�DQG�KRSH�WKDW�WKH�VLQQHU
ZLOO�OHW�KLP�LQ��6XFK�D�SLFWXUH�LV�D�JURVV�GLVWRUWLRQ�RI �ELEOLFDO�WUXWK�
,W�LV�EDVHG�RQ�5HYHODWLRQ�����³D�SDVVDJH�WKDW�LV�QRW�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK
DQ�HYDQJHOLFDO�FDOO�WR�WKH�XQFRQYHUWHG��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�ZDUQLQJV�DQG
H[KRUWDWLRQV�RI �&KULVW�WR�D�ZD\ZDUG�FKXUFK��7UXH��WKH�SDVVDJH
GRHV�VD\�WKDW�LW�LV�QRW�-HVXV�KLPVHOI �ZKR�RSHQV�WKH�GRRU��EXW�UDWKHU
WKRVH�ZKR�´KHDUµ�KLV�YRLFH��%XW�ZKR�LV�LW�WKDW�´KHDUVµ�KLV�YRLFH"
,V�LW�QRW�́ VKHHS··"�(see John 10:27)��,W�LV�QRW�DQ�DSSHDO�WR�XQUHJHQHUDWH
VLQQHUV�WR�́ JLYH�WKHLU�KHDUWV�WR�-HVXV�µ�EXW�D�UHEXNH�WR�DQ�DVVHPEO\
ZKRVH�ZRUOGO\�LQWHUHVWV�KDG�DOO�EXW�GHVWUR\HG�WKHLU�IRUPHU�LQWL�
PDWH�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�&KULVW�

7KRVH�ZKR�SUHDFK�´IUHH�ZLOOµ�VD\�*RG�KDV�YROXQWDULO\�PDGH
KLV�RZQ�ZLOO�VXEVHUYLHQW�WR�PDQ·V�ZLOO��'R�\RX�QRW�VHH�WKDW�WKLV
ZRXOG�PDNH�WKH�ZLOO�RI �PDQ�VRYHUHLJQ��QRW�WKH�ZLOO�RI �*RG��DQG
WKH�UROH�RI �WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�LQ�VDOYDWLRQ�PHUHO\�WR�EH�WKDW�RI �D�GLYLQH
FKHHUOHDGHU��WU\LQJ�WR�FRD[�WKH�VLQQHU�LQWR�EHOLHYLQJ��EXW�SRZHU�
OHVV� WR� DFWXDOO\� LQVWLOO� IDLWK"�$� IDLU� TXHVWLRQ� WR� DVN� WKHVH�ZKR
EHOLHYH�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�WRWDOO\�KLQJHV�XSRQ�D�VLQQHU·V�´FKRLFHµ�WR
EHOLHYH�RU�WR�QRW�EHOLHYH�LV³:K\�GR�WKH\�VR�RIWHQ�SUD\�ZLWK�VXFK
SDVVLRQ�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO� V́DYHµ�D�ORVW�IULHQG�RU�UHODWLYH"�,W�VHHPV�WR�PH
WKDW�VXFK�SUD\HUV�DUH�SRLQWOHVV��,W·V�QRW�WKH�ZLOO�RI �*RG�WKDW�QHHGV
FRQYLQFLQJ��EXW�WKH�ZLOO�RI �WKH�ORVW�VLQQHU��:K\�ZDVWH�\RXU�WLPH
DUJXLQJ�ZLWK�*RG"�+H�FDQ·W�DQVZHU�\RXU�SUD\HU�HYHQ�LI �KH�ZDQWHG
WR�EHFDXVH�KH�KDV�VXUUHQGHUHG�WKH�SRZHU�RI � IUHH�FKRLFH� WR� WKH
VLQQHU�KLPVHOI��,W�ZRXOG�EH�ZLVHU�LQVWHDG�WR�WU\�WR�DUJXH�WKDW�VLQQHU
LQWR�WKH�NLQJGRP��EHFDXVH�*RG�FDQ·W�KHOS�\RX�

*RG� LV� SRUWUD\HG� WRGD\� DV� SUDFWLFDOO\� EHQGLQJ� RYHU� EDFN�
ZDUGV�WU\LQJ�WR�VDYH�HYHU\RQH��%XW�LV�HYHU\RQH�VDYHG"�,I �ZH�DFFHSW
VXFK�D�SRUWUD\DO�RI �*RG��ZH�KDYH�QR�FKRLFH�EXW�WR�FRQFOXGH�WKDW
LW·V�SRVVLEOH�IRU�*RG·V�SODQV�DQG�SXUSRVHV�WR�EH�GHIHDWHG³LQ�VSLWH
RI �KLV�SHUVRQDO�DVVXUDQFH³´0\�FRXQVHO�VKDOO�VWDQG��DQG�,�ZLOO
GR�DOO�P\�SOHDVXUH…,�KDYH�VSRNHQ�LW��,�ZLOO�DOVR�EULQJ�LW�WR�SDVV�
,�KDYH�SXUSRVHG�LW��,�ZLOO�DOVR�GR�LWµ�(Isaiah 46:10-11; see Dan 4:35)��0RVW
SURIHVVLQJ�EHOLHYHUV�DUH�QRW�VHULRXV�VWXGHQWV�RI �*RG·V�ZRUG��DQG
DUH�WKXV�HDV\�SUH\�WR�IDOVH�WHDFKLQJ��0HUHO\�EHFDXVH�D�WHDFKLQJ�LV
SRSXODU�GRHVQ·W�PDNH�LW�WUXH��0D\�*RG�JLYH�XV�DOO�D�%HUHDQ�VSLULW
WR�PRUH�FDUHIXOO\�H[DPLQH�HYHU\�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�FRPHV�RXU�ZD\³
LQFOXGLQJ�WKLV�WUDFW³WKH\�́ VHDUFKHG�WKH�VFULSWXUHV�GDLO\��ZKHWKHU
WKRVH�WKLQJV�ZHUH�VRµ�(Acts 17:11)� ²$GDSWHG�IURP�WKH�ZULWLQJV�RI�JonZens 
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VWRU\�RI �$GDP·V�GHOLEHUDWH�VLQ�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�FRQGHPQDWLRQ
DQG�GHDWK�KLV�GLVREHGLHQFH�EURXJKW� WR� WKH�HQWLUH�KXPDQ�UDFH�
*RG�UHYHDOHG�WKH�EURDG�RXWOLQH�RI �D�UHGHPSWLYH�SODQ��´,�ZLOO�SXW
HQPLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKHH�DQG�WKH�ZRPDQ��DQG�EHWZHHQ�WK\�VHHG�DQG
KHU�VHHG��LW�VKDOO�EUXLVH�WK\�KHDG��DQG�WKRX�VKDOW�EUXLVH�KLV�KHHOµ
(Gen 3:15)��7KLV�ZDV�QRW�D�´SDWFK�XSµ�UHVSRQVH�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�JRQH
ZURQJ�� DV� WKH� WHDFKLQJ� RI � VRPH� ZRXOG� LPSO\�� EXW� D� WLPHO\
GLVFORVXUH�RI �DQ�H[LVWLQJ�SODQ�WKDW�ZDV�DOUHDG\�LQ�SODFH�´EHIRUH
WKH�ZRUOG�EHJDQµ�(2 Tim 1:9)��6LQFH�WKDW�ZRQGHUIXO�DQQRXQFHPHQW�
KXPDQ�KLVWRU\� KDV� XQIROGHG�ZLWK�GLYLQH�SUHFLVLRQ� WRZDUG� WKH
VXUH�DQG�LQHYLWDEOH�FRQVXPPDWLRQ�RI �WKDW�SODQ��:KDWHYHU�WZLVWV
DQG�WXUQV�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�QDUUDWLYHV�UHFRUG��LW�LV�DQ�DFFRXQW
WKDW�LV�DV�PXFK�RU�PRUH�SURSKHV\�WKDQ�LW�LV�KLVWRU\��,W�LV�D�VWRU\
WKDW�SRLQWV�ZLWK�DEVROXWH�FHUWDLQW\� WR� WKH�GD\�ZKHQ�-HVXV�� WKH
SURPLVHG�´VHHGµ�RI �*HQHVLV�������ZRXOG�DSSHDU� WR�SURYLGH� UH�
GHPSWLRQ�IRU�DOO�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�´FKRVHQ�LQ�KLP�EHIRUH�WKH�IRXQ�
GDWLRQ�RI �WKH�ZRUOGµ�(Eph 1:4)�DQG�GHVWUR\�6DWDQ�DQG�KLV�XQJRGO\
´VHHGµ�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV��1HLWKHU�D�PLQXWH�HDUO\�QRU�D�PLQXWH�ODWH�
EXW�´ZKHQ�WKH�IXOQHVV�RI �WKH�WLPH�ZDV�FRPHµ�(Gal 4:4)��*HQHVLV
�����ZDV�IXOILOOHG�DV�SURPLVHG�

7KH� UHGHPSWLRQ�RI � WKH�HOHFW�DQG�WKH�GHIHDW�RI �6DWDQ�ZHUH
PDGH�FHUWDLQ�E\�*RG·V�VRYHUHLJQ�DQG�LUUHVLVWLEOH�VXSHUYLVLRQ�RI
DOO� SURYLGHQFH�� (YHQ� LQ� WKH�ZLFNHG� GHVLJQV� RI � 6DWDQ� DQG� HYLO
DFWLRQV�RI �VLQIXO�PHQ��LW�LV�QRW�WKHLU�SODQV�WKDW�SUHYDLO��EXW�*RG·V�
7KH�FHUWDLQW\�RI �*RG·V�UHGHPSWLYH�SXUSRVH� LQ� VSLWH�RI �DOO�HYLO
LQWHQWV�WR�WKH�FRQWUDU\�LV�ZKDW�-RVHSK�VSRNH�RI �ZKHQ�KH�WROG�KLV
EUHWKUHQ��´<H� WKRXJKW�HYLO�DJDLQVW�PH��EXW�*RG�PHDQW� LW�XQWR
JRRG��WR�EULQJ�WR�SDVV��DV�LW�LV�WKLV�GD\��WR�VDYH�PXFK�SHRSOH�DOLYHµ
(Gen 50:20)�� 6LPLODUO\�� $FWV� ����� DQG� �������� UHFRUG� WKH� ZLFNHG
DFWLRQV�RI �+HURG��3RQWLXV�3LODWH��WKH�*HQWLOHV�DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�RI
,VUDHO� LQ� FRQVSLULQJ� WR�NLOO� -HVXV��2QFH�DJDLQ��KRZHYHU�� LW�ZDV
*RG·V�UHGHPSWLYH�SXUSRVH�WKDW�SUHYDLOHG��HYHQ�LQ�WKHLU�HYLO�GHHGV�
IRU�LW�LV�VDLG�WKDW�WKH\�GLG�´ZKDWVRHYHU�WK\�KDQG�DQG�WK\�FRXQVHO
GHWHUPLQHG�EHIRUH�WR�EH�GRQH�µ�-HVXV�GLG�QRW�GLH�DW�WKHLU�KDQGV
EHFDXVH� VRPHWKLQJ� ZHQW� ZURQJ�� EXW� EHFDXVH�� ´,W� SOHDVHG� WKH
/25'�WR�EUXLVH�KLP��KH�KDWK�SXW�KLP�WR�JULHIµ�(Isaiah 53:10)�

'LG�-HVXV�GLH�MXVW�WR�PDNH�VDOYDWLRQ�´SRVVLEOHµ�IRU�DOO�PDQ�
NLQG��RU�WR�DFWXDOO\�VHFXUH�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI �PDQ\��EXW�QRW�DOO"�7KH
SRSXODU�PHVVDJH�RI �RXU�GD\�JRHV�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV��

*RG�ORYHV�\RX��&KULVW�GLHG�IRU�\RX��+H�ZDQWV�WR�VDYH�\RX��+LV�SODQ
IRU�\RX�LV�KHDYHQ��+H�VWDQGV�DW�WKH�GRRU�ZLWK�WKH�WLFNHW�SDLG�IRU
WKH�WULS��%XW�WKHUH·V�RQH�WKLQJ�KH�ZRQ·W�GR��+H�ZRQ·W�IRUFH�\RX��7KH
FKRLFH�LV�XS�WR�\RX��%XW�KH�KDV�GRQH�HYHU\WKLQJ�HOVH��:RQ·W�\RX
DFFHSW�*RG·V�GHVWLQ\�IRU�\RXU�OLIH��DQG�OHW�KLP�VDYH�\RX"

,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��*RG�PDNHV�VDOYDWLRQ�DYDLODEOH�WR�HYHU\RQH��EXW
DFWXDOO\�VHFXUHV�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI �QR�RQH��2QO\�WKRVH�VLQQHUV�ZLWK
WKH�JRRG�VHQVH�WR�´DFFHSWµ�KLV�RIIHU�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG��:LWKRXW�WKH
VLQQHU·V�FRQVHQW��WKH�LQILQLWH�DQG�VRYHUHLJQ�*RG�RI �KHDYHQ�DQG
HDUWK� LV�SRZHUOHVV� WR�VDYH�DQ\RQH³QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�LQWHQVH� WKH
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