
RQO\�ZKHQ�WKLQJV�JR�VPRRWKO\"�7KLV�LV�RQH�RI �WKH�PRVW�EDVLF
VWUXJJOHV�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH��:KDW�FRPHV�RXW�RI �RXU�KHDUWV
ZKHQ�WKH�JRRG�WLPHV�IDGH��DQG�WKH�FUXQFK�FRPHV"

Job�s Catastrophe (1:13-19)�9HUVH����WHDFKHV�WKDW�6DWDQ
FDQ� GR� QRWKLQJ�ZLWKRXW�*RG� GUDZLQJ� WKH� ERXQGDU\� OLQHV�
6DWDQ�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�LV�DOORZHG�WR�WRXFK�-RE·V�EHORQJLQJV��EXW
QRW�KLV�ERG\��7KHUH�LV�QR�GXDOLVP�KHUH��ZKHUH�*RG�DQG�6DWDQ
DUH�YLHZHG�DV�HTXDOV��FRPSHWLQJ�IRU�WKH�DOOHJLDQFH�RI �SHRSOHV·
KHDUWV��6DWDQ�LV�DEVROXWHO\�VXEVHUYLHQW�WR�*RG·V�SXUSRVHV��+H
FDQ�GR�QRWKLQJ�ZLWKRXW�*RG·V�SHUPLVVLRQ�

:H�FDQ�UHDG�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�RI�YHUVHV�������HDVLO\�HQRXJK�
EXW�ZH�FDQ�VFDUFHO\�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�WKH�LQQHU�DJRQ\�RI �VRXO�WKDW
VXGGHQO\�ZDV�-RE·V�SRUWLRQ��+LV�ORVV�ZDV�FRPSOHWH��+LV�DQ�
JXLVK�ZDV� LQWHQVLILHG� LQ� WKDW�ZKLOH� RQH� WUDJHG\�ZDV� EHLQJ
UHSRUWHG��DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�ZRXOG�FRPH�EHDULQJ�QHZV�RI �IXUWKHU
ORVV��FXOPLQDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�GHDWK�RI�KLV�VRQV�DQG�GDXJKWHUV��*RG·V
KDQG�FDQ�FHUWDLQO\�EH�KHDY\�XSRQ�KLV� VHUYDQWV��%XW� LQ� WKLV
FDVH��LW�PXVW�EH�HPSKDVL]HG��DGYHUVH�SURYLGHQFH�KDG�QRWKLQJ
WR�GR�ZLWK�VLQV�-RE�KDG�FRPPLWWHG��,W�ZDV�DQ�LQWHQVH�WULDO�GH�
VLJQHG�WR�EULQJ�RXW�ZKDW�-RE�ZDV�UHDOO\�PDGH�RI³DQG�LW�GLG�

Job�s Confession (1:20-22)�*RG·V� JUDFH� LV� VXIILFLHQW� WR
NHHS�KLV�SHRSOH�IURP�GURZQLQJ�LQ�WKH�IORRGV�WKDW�VXUURXQG
WKHP��-RE�GLG�QRW�UHDFW�WR�KLV�H[WHQVLYH�ORVHV�OLNH�DQ�HPRWLRQ�
OHVV�VWRLF��+H�UDWKHU�KXPEOHG�KLPVHOI �LQ�WKH�GXVW�DQG³ZRQ�
GHU�RI�ZRQGHUV³KDG�D�VROR�ZRUVKLS�VHUYLFH��+H�́ ZRUVKLSSHG�µ
+H�GRHV�QRW�IRFXV�RQ�KLV�SHUVRQDO�ORVVHV��EXW�RQ�KLV�SHUVRQDO
*RG��:KDW�IHOO�IURP�KLV�OLSV�DW�D�PRPHQW�ZKHQ�PRVW�RI �XV
ZRXOG�KDYH�FROODSVHG�LQ�XWWHU�GHVSDLU�LV�PRVW�LQVWUXFWLYH�

+H�PDNHV�D�FRQIHVVLRQ�DERXW�KLPVHOI �DV�D�FUHDWXUH³´1D�
NHG�FDPH�,�RXW�RI �P\�PRWKHU·V�ZRPE��DQG�QDNHG�VKDOO�,�UHWXUQ
WKLWKHU�µ�+H�NQHZ�WKDW� LQ� OLJKW�RI� WKLV��KH�KDG�QR� LQKHUHQW
FODLPV� RU� ´ULJKWV�µ� ´1DNHGµ� KH� FDPH� LQWR� WKH�ZRUOG�� DQG
´QDNHGµ�KH�ZRXOG�OHDYH�LW�

+H�PDNHV�D�FRQIHVVLRQ�DERXW�*RG·V�VRYHUHLJQW\³´7KH
/RUG�JDYH��DQG�WKH�/RUG�KDWK�WDNHQ�DZD\�µ�-RE�UHFRJQL]HG
WKDW�DOO�KH�HYHU�KDG�FDPH�IURP�*RG��+H�FRXOG�QRW��WKHUHIRUH�
FRPSODLQ�RU�JULSH�LI �KLV�SRVVHVVLRQV�ZHUH�UHPRYHG�IURP�KLP
E\�WKH�RULJLQDO�*LYHU��,QWHUHVWLQJO\��-RE�DWWULEXWHV�WKHVH�´KRU�
ULEOHµ�HYHQWV�WR�*RG·V�KDQG��HYHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�NQRZ�IURP�WKH
QDUUDWLYH�WKDW�6DWDQ�ZDV�WKH�LQVWLJDWRU��-RE�ZDV�QRW�LQIHFWHG
ZLWK�WKH�FRPPRQ�QRWLRQ�WKDW�DOO�´JRRGµ�HYHQWV�FRPH�IURP
*RG��DQG�DOO�´EDGµ�HYHQWV�FRPH�IURP�6DWDQ�

/DVWO\��LQ�OLJKW�RI�ZKR�KH�LV�DQG�ZKR�*RG�LV��-RE�JLYHV�DQ
H[FODPDWLRQ� IURP� WKH�KHDUW³´%OHVVHG� EH� WKH�QDPH�RI� WKH
/RUG�µ�-XVW�DIWHU�H[SHULHQFLQJ�HYHQWV�WKDW�ZRXOG�FUXVK�PRVW
SHRSOH��-RE�FDQ�RQO\�H[SUHVV�ORYH�WR�*RG�IRU�ZKR�KH�LV��-RE
�E\�JUDFH��KDV�GLVSURYHG�6DWDQ·V�WKHVLV��2U�LV�6DWDQ�FRQYLQFHG"

Satan�s Second Challenge (2:1-6)�6DWDQ�QRZ�VXJJHVWV
WKDW�DQ\�PDQ�FDQ�VXVWDLQ�ORVV�DV�ORQJ�DV�KLV�RZQ�KLGH�UHPDLQV
LQWDFW��´7RXFK�KLV�ERG\��DQG�KH�ZLOO�FXUVH�\RX�µ�LV�WKH�FKDO�
OHQJH�RI� WKH�$FFXVHU��)RU�KLV�RZQ�JORULRXV�SXUSRVHV��*RG
DOORZV�6DWDQ�WR�LQIOLFW�DQ\�ERGLO\�DQJXLVK�XSRQ�-RE��VKRUW�RI
GHDWK��1RZ�WKLQJV�JHW�UHDO�FORVH�WR�KRPH�

Job�s Second Catastrophe (2:7-10)�7KH�VHUYDQW�RI�*RG
LV�FRYHUHG�IURP�KHDG�WR�WRH�ZLWK�ERLOV��+H�LV�VR�EDG�RII �WKDW
HYHQ�KLV�ZLIH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�-RE�FXUVH�*RG�DQG�GLH��'RHV�-RE
ORYH�*RG�RQO\�DV�ORQJ�DV�KH�LV�LQ�JRRG�KHDOWK"�1R��+H�UHSOLHV
WR�KLV�ZLIH�WKDW�ERWK�JRRG�DQG�EDG�VHDVRQV�FDQ�EH�H[SHFWHG
IURP�*RG·V�KDQG��+H�LV�QRW�MXVW�D�*RG�RI �JRRG�WKLQJV��KH�LV
*RG�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV��7KURXJK�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�WZR�URXQGV
RI�LQFUHGLEOH�WULDOV��-RE�PDLQWDLQHG�KLV�LQWHJULW\�(1:22; 2:10)�

Job�s Three Friends (2:11-13)�7KH� LQWHUFKDQJH�EHWZHHQ
-RE� DQG� KLV� WKUHH� IULHQGV� RFFXSLHV� PRVW� RI � WKH� VWRU\�� %\
VNLSSLQJ�RYHU�LW��,�ZRXOG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�LPSO\�WKDW�LW�LV�LQVLJQLIL�
FDQW��+RZHYHU��IRU�RXU�SXUSRVHV�KHUH��,�ZRXOG�QRWH�RQH�SRLQW
LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W��7KH�VWDWHPHQWV�RI �-RE·V�IULHQGV�DUH�PL[HG�ZLWK
WUXWK�DQG�PLVWDNHQ�SHUVSHFWLYHV��%XW�RQH�WKLQJ�WKH\�GLG�DW�WKH
RXWVHW�RI �WKHLU�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�-RE�LV�QRWHZRUWK\��´7KH\�VDW
GRZQ�ZLWK�KLP…DQG�QRQH�VSDNH�D�ZRUG�XQWR�KLP��IRU�WKH\
VDZ�WKDW�KLV�JULHI �ZDV�YHU\�JUHDW�µ�:KHQ�WLPHV�RI �GHHS�WULDO
FRPH�LQWR�WKH�OLYHV�RI �RWKHUV��\RXU�SUHVHQFH�LQ�VLOHQFH�PD\�EH
WKH�PRVW�DSSURSULDWH�PLQLVWU\�DW�WKDW�SRLQW��7KLV�LV�QRW�D�WLPH
IRU�HDV\�DQVZHUV�DQG�FOLFKpV�

Job�s Faltering (3:3)�,Q�UHDFWLRQ�WR�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�KLV
IULHQGV��-RE�XWWHUV�ZRUGV�WKDW�GR�QRW�UHIOHFW�WKH�VWHDGIDVWQHVV
RI�KLV�HDUOLHU�FRQIHVVLRQV��+RZHYHU��ZH�QRWH�WKDW�KH�VWLOO�GRHV
QRW�FXUVH��RU�GHQ\�KLV�*RG�LQ�WKHVH�UHPDUNV��5DWKHU��KLV�IRFXV
LV�RQ�KLV�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��%HIRUH�ZH�FRPH�GRZQ�WRR�KDUG�RQ
-RE��ZH�PXVW�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�KH�ZDV�WRWDOO\�XQDZDUH�RI�ZK\
DOO�WKHVH�WKLQJV�KDG�FRPH�XSRQ�KLP��+H�NQHZ�QRWKLQJ�DERXW
6DWDQ·V�FKDOOHQJHV�EHIRUH�*RG·V�SUHVHQFH��1HLWKHU�-RE�QRU�KLV
IULHQGV�FRXOG�VSHDN�ZLWK�FHUWDLQW\�DV�WR�ZK\�-RE�ZDV�VWULFNHQ
ZLWK�FDODPLW\��)URP�WKLV�ZH�PXVW�OHDUQ�WR�EH�YHU\�FDXWLRXV
DERXW�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�SURYLGHQFH�DV�LW�UHODWHV�WR�RWKHUV��,W�LV�UDWKHU
DUURJDQW�IRU�XV�WR�WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�GLVFHUQ�WKH�UHDVRQV�EHKLQG
RWKHUV·�FDODPLWLHV��6LQFH�DIIOLFWLRQ�LV�RIWHQ�QRW�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK
VLQ��ZH�QHHG�WR�EH�HVSHFLDOO\�FDUHIXO�DERXW�MXGJLQJ�RWKHUV�WR�EH
LQ�GLVIDYRU�ZLWK�*RG�EHFDXVH�RI�WULDOV�WKDW�FRPH�LQWR�WKHLU�OLYHV�

$OVR��ZH�PXVW�EH�FDUHIXO�LQ�RXU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI �´QHJD�
WLYHµ�SURYLGHQFH�LQ�RXU�RZQ�OLYHV��2IWHQ��ZH�DUH�DW�D�ORVV�WR
NQRZ�MXVW�ZK\�VRPH�ORVV�RU�WULDO�FRPHV�LQWR�RXU�H[SHULHQFH�
+RZHYHU��ZH�FDQ�FHUWDLQO\�KDYH�VRPH�GHJUHH�RI�FRQILGHQFH
WKDW�LI �ZH�DVN�*RG�WR�VKRZ�XV�RXU�VLQV�RU�RXU�OHVVRQV��KH�ZLOO
GR�LW��%XW�WKHUH�ZLOO�QR�GRXEW�DOZD\V�EH�HYHQWV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV
WKDW³IURP�RXU�ILQLWH�SHUVSHFWLYH³OHDYH�KXJH�TXHVWLRQ�PDUNV
LQ�RXU�KHDUWV��*RG�LV�QRW�REOLJDWHG�WR�ILOO�XV�LQ�DV�WR�ZK\�KH
GRHV�YDULRXV�WKLQJV��:H�NQRZ�IRU�VXUH�WKDW�LQ�ZKDWHYHU�KH
FKRRVHV�WR�GR��´WKH�-XGJH�RI�DOO�WKH�HDUWK�ZLOO�GR�ULJKWµ�(Gen
18:25)��)XUWKHU��ZH� FDQ� EH� VXUH� WKDW�ZKDWHYHU� FRPHV� LQWR� D
EHOLHYHU·V�OLIH�LV�XOWLPDWHO\�IRU�KLV�JRRG��DQG�WRZDUG�WKH�JRDO
RI�KLV�FRQIRUPLW\�WR�&KULVW�(Rom 8:28-29)�

God�s Compassion (42:10,12)�-DPHV�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�WKH
´HQG�RI�WKH�/RUGµ�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI �-RE�GLVSOD\HG�KLV�FRPSDVVLRQ
DQG�PHUF\��*RG�GLG�QRW�KDYH�WR�SURVSHU�-RE�LQ�WKH�HQG��EXW
KH�ZDV�SOHDVHG�WR�JLYH�-RE�PRUH�WKDQ�KH�KDG�LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
7KH�/RUG�KDG�JLYHQ��WKH�/RUG�KDG�WDNHQ�DZD\��DQG�WKH�/RUG
ZDV�SOHDVHG�WR�JLYH�DJDLQ��

*RG�KDV�QRZKHUH�SURPLVHG�WR�EOHVV�KLV�SHRSOH�ZLWK�DQ
DEXQGDQFH�RI�PDWHULDO�WKLQJV��%XW�KH�KDV�SXUSRVHG�LQ�&KULVW
WR�EOHVV�XV�DEXQGDQWO\�ERWK�LQ�WKLV�DJH�DQG�WKH�RQH�WR�FRPH�
)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�OHDYH�DOO�WR�IROORZ�&KULVW��WKHUH�LV�D�SURPLVH�RI
D�´KXQGUHGIROG�QRZ�LQ�WKLV�WLPHµ�(Mark 10:29-30)��,Q�WKH�DJH�WR
FRPH�� WKH� VDLQWV�ZLOO� KDYH�&KULVW� DV� WKHLU� LQKHULWDQFH�� DQG
WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�PRUH�WHDUV��VRUURZV�DQG�VXIIHULQJ��,I �ZH�FDQ
NHHS�EHIRUH�RXU�H\HV�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI �-RE��LW�VHHPV�WR�PH�WKDW
ZH·OO�EH�DUPHG�ZLWK�WKH�SURSHU�SHUVSHFWLYHV�E\�ZKLFK�WR�IDFH
WKH�DIIOLFWLRQV�RI�WKLV�DJH��$OO�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�GRXEWV�ZHUH�QRW
UHPRYHG� IRU� -RE��DQG�QHLWKHU�ZLOO� WKH\� EH� IRU�XV��0D\� WKH
SDWLHQFH�DQG�HQGXUDQFH�RI�-RE�EH�XVHG�E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�WR
HTXLS�XV�IRU�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�ZLOO�LQHYLWDEO\�FRPH�RXU�ZD\�DV
ZH�DZDLW�WKH�JORULRXV�FRPLQJ�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�RXU�/RUG�q

�Jon Zens
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Adversity  is  Inevitable

*
RG�FRQGXFWV�D�VFKRRO�RI �DGYHUVLW\� LQ�ZKLFK�PDQ\�RI
WKH� OHVVRQV�DUH�VSHOOHG�RXW�LQ�EORRG��VZHDW�DQG�WHDUV�

*RG�KDV�GHFUHHG�GLVWUHVVHV�IRU�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��7KH�ZLOGHUQHVV
LV�VWLOO�WKH�URDG�WR�&DQDDQ��&KULVW�ZHQW�WKURXJK�%HWKDQ\��WKH
KRXVH� RI � JULHI�� EHIRUH� HQWHULQJ� -HUXVDOHP� �WKH� YLVLRQ� RI
SHDFH���*HWKVHPDQH�SUHFHGHG�JORU\��:KDW�ZDV�VDLG�RI�&KULVW
PD\�EH�VDLG�RI�HYHU\�&KULVWLDQ��´2XJKW�QRW�&KULVW� WR�KDYH
VXIIHUHG�WKHVH�WKLQJV��DQG�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�KLV�JORU\"µ�(Luke 24:26)�

7KH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�ZDV�VHW�IRUWK�E\�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�DV�WKH
JUHDW�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�&KXUFK��́ )RU�WKLV�FDXVH�,�REWDLQHG�PHUF\�
WKDW�LQ�PH�ILUVW�-HVXV�&KULVW�PLJKW�VKRZ�IRUWK�DOO�ORQJVXIIHU�
LQJ��IRU�D�SDWWHUQ�WR�WKHP�ZKLFK�VKRXOG�KHUHDIWHU�EHOLHYH�RQ
KLP�WR�OLIH�HYHUODVWLQJµ�(1 Tim 1:16)��,Q�3DXO��&KULVW�SRUWUD\V�DV�D
SDWWHUQ�IRU�IXWXUH�EHOLHYHUV�KLV�ORQJVXIIHULQJ�WR�WKH�JUHDWHVW�RI
VLQQHUV�DQG�DOO�ORQJVXIIHULQJ�LQ�WKH�JUHDWHVW�RI �VDLQWV��´)RU�,
ZLOO�VKRZ�KLP�KRZ�JUHDW�WKLQJV�KH�PXVW�VXIIHU�IRU�P\�QDPH·V
VDNHµ�(Acts 9:16)��:H��WRR��DUH�JLYHQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�VXIIHULQJ��,W
LV�RIWHQ�PXFK�HDVLHU�WR�VHUYH�&KULVW�E\�ZRUNLQJ�WKDQ�WR�VHUYH
KLP�E\�VXIIHULQJ��:KHQ�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�WURXEOHV�LW�LV�D�JRRG
WKLQJ�WR�UHDG�WKH�DFFRXQW�RI�3DXO·V�WHVWLQJV��2XU�KDUGVKLSV�DUH
PHUHO\� D� SLQSULFN� LQ� FRPSDULVRQ³ODERUV�� VWULSHV�� SULVRQV�
GHDWKV��EHDWLQJV��VWRQHG��VKLSZUHFN��SHULOV��SDLQIXOQHVV��KXQ�
JHU��WKLUVW��FROG��QDNHGQHVV��DQG�PXFK�PRUH�(2 Cor 11:23-28)�

(YHU\�ZRUN�IRU�*RG�LV�RSSRVHG��$OO�RI �6DWDQ·V�WHUULWRU\
WKDW� ZH� LQYDGH� LV� ELWWHUO\� FRQWHQGHG�� 3DXO� DQG� %DUQDEDV
LQVWUXFWHG� EHOLHYHUV� FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH� RSSRVLWLRQV� WKDW� WKH\
PXVW� HQGXUH�� VD\LQJ�� ´:H�PXVW� WKURXJK�PXFK� WULEXODWLRQ
HQWHU�LQWR�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RGµ�(Acts 14:21-22)��7R�EH�IRUHZDUQHG
LV�WR�EH�IRUHDUPHG��3DXO�WKXV�IRUHDUPHG�WKH�7KHVVDORQLDQV�
´7KDW� QR� PDQ� VKRXOG� EH� PRYHG� E\� WKHVH� DIIOLFWLRQV�� IRU
\RXUVHOYHV�NQRZ�WKDW�ZH�DUH�DSSRLQWHG�WKHUHXQWR��)RU�YHULO\�

ZKHQ�ZH�ZHUH�ZLWK�\RX��ZH�WROG�\RX�EHIRUH�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG
VXIIHU�WULEXODWLRQ��HYHQ�DV�LW�FDPH�WR�SDVV�DQG�\H�NQRZµ�(1 Thess
3:3-4)��7R�WKH�3KLOLSSLDQV�KH�ZURWH��´)RU�XQWR�\RX�LW�LV�JLYHQ
LQ�WKH�EHKDOI �RI �&KULVW��QRW�RQO\�WR�EHOLHYH�RQ�KLP��EXW�DOVR
WR�VXIIHU�IRU�KLV�VDNHµ�(Phil 1:29)�

3HWHU�DOVR�LQIRUPV�XV�WKDW�DGYHUVLW\�LV�LQHYLWDEOH��́ )RU�HYHQ
KHUHXQWR�ZHUH�\H�FDOOHG��EHFDXVH�&KULVW�DOVR�VXIIHUHG�IRU�XV�
OHDYLQJ�XV�DQ�H[DPSOH��WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�IROORZ�KLV�VWHSVµ�(1 Peter
2:21)��,Q�+HEUHZV��������ZH�DUH�WROG�WKDW�VRQVKLS�DQG�VXIIHULQJ
JR�WRJHWKHU��´)RU�ZKRP�WKH�/RUG�ORYHWK�KH�FKDVWHQHWK��DQG
VFRXUJHWK�HYHU\�VRQ�ZKRP�KH�UHFHLYHWK��,I �\H�HQGXUH�FKDV�
WHQLQJ��*RG�GHDOHWK�ZLWK�\RX�DV�ZLWK�VRQV��IRU�ZKDW�VRQ�LV�KH
ZKRP�WKH�IDWKHU�FKDVWHQHWK�QRW"µ�'DYLG��WKH�PDQ�DIWHU�*RG·V
RZQ�KHDUW��DOVR�H[SHULHQFHG�WKDW�VXIIHULQJ�LV�ERXQG�WR�FRPH
WR�WKH�VDLQW��´0DQ\�DUH�WKH�DIIOLFWLRQV�RI �WKH�ULJKWHRXV��EXW
WKH�/RUG�GHOLYHUHWK�KLP�RXW�RI�WKHP�DOOµ�(Psalm 34:19)�

2XU� /RUG� KLPVHOI�� SHUKDSV� PRUH� WKDQ� DQ\� RWKHU�� JUD�
FLRXVO\�SUHSDUHG�XV�DKHDG�RI �WLPH�WR�H[SHFW�DGYHUVLW\��DV�ZHOO
DV�KRZ�WR�PHHW�LW��´%HKROG��,�VHQG�\RX�IRUWK�DV�VKHHS�LQ�WKH
PLGVW�RI �ZROYHV��EH�\H�WKHUHIRUH�ZLVH�DV�VHUSHQWV��DQG�KDUP�
OHVV�DV�GRYHVµ�(Matt 10:16)��2XU�SRVLWLRQ�DV�VKHHS�LV�RIWHQ�SUHFDUL�
RXV�DQG�XQFRPIRUWDEOH��+H�VDLG��´7KH�VHUYDQW�LV�QRW�JUHDWHU
WKDQ� KLV� ORUG�� ,I � WKH\� KDYH� SHUVHFXWHG� PH�� WKH\� ZLOO� DOVR
SHUVHFXWH�\RX���,Q�WKH�ZRUOG�\H�VKDOO�KDYH�WULEXODWLRQ��EXW�EH
RI�JRRG�FKHHU��,�KDYH�RYHUFRPH�WKH�ZRUOGµ�(John 15:20; 16:33)�

Adversity  is  Invaluable
7KH� EHVW� WKLQJV� RI� OLIH� FRPH� RI� VXIIHULQJ�� %HIRUH� WKH

IORZHUV�FDQ�DGRUQ�RXU�JDUGHQV��WKH�VRLO�PXVW�EH�EURNHQ�DQG
WKH� ZHHGV� SXOOHG�� %HIRUH� WKH� V\PPHWULFDO� VWDWXH� FDQ� EH
HUHFWHG�� WKH� PDUEOH�PXVW� EH� TXDUULHG�� VDZQ� DQG� FKLVHOHG�
%HIRUH�WKH�RUFKHVWUD�FDQ�VHQG�IRUWK�LWV�KDUPRQ\��WKH�LQVWUX�
PHQWV�PXVW�SDVV�WKURXJK�D�SURFHVV�RI�WXQLQJ��%HIRUH�WKH�ERG\
FDQ�HQMR\�KHDOLQJ��WKH�ELWWHU�PHGLFLQH�PXVW�EH�DSSOLHG��%HIRUH
WKH�GD\�RI �JUDGXDWLRQ��\HDUV�RI�VWXG\�PXVW�SDVV�

$GYHUVLW\�LV�LQYDOXDEOH�WR�RXU�FKDUDFWHU��́ ,W�LV�JRRG�IRU�PH
WKDW�,�KDYH�EHHQ�DIIOLFWHG��WKDW�,�PLJKW�OHDUQ�WK\�VWDWXWHVµ�(Psalm
119:71)��7URXEOH�GULYHV�XV�WR�WKH�KHDUW�RI �WKH�:RUG�DQG�WKH�:RUG
LQWR�RXU�KHDUW��$GYHUVLW\�QRW�RQO\�FDXVHV�XV�WR�OHDUQ�*RG·V
:RUG��EXW�DOVR�WR�NHHS�LW��́ %HIRUH�,�ZDV�DIIOLFWHG�,�ZHQW�DVWUD\�
EXW�QRZ�KDYH�,�NHSW�WK\�ZRUGµ�(Psalm 119:67)��,W�LV�RQH�WKLQJ�WR
NQRZ�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�DQRWKHU�WKLQJ�WR�NHHS�DQG�REH\�LW��6XIIHU�
LQJ�LV�WKH�VFKRRO�RI �REHGLHQFH��´7KRXJK�KH�ZHUH�D�6RQ��\HW
OHDUQHG�KH�REHGLHQFH�E\�WKH�WKLQJV�ZKLFK�KH�VXIIHUHGµ�(Heb 5:8)�

6RQVKLS�QRU�DQ\�DPRXQW�RI �KROLQHVV��ORYH��RU�SUD\HU�FDQ
H[HPSW�XV�IURP�WKH�VFKRRO�RI �DGYHUVLW\��<HW�VXIIHULQJ�GRHV�QRW
PDU� VRQVKLS�� UDWKHU� LW� LV� WKH� JUHDWHVW� WHDFKHU�� EHFDXVH� LW
WRXFKHV�RXU�VHOI��DQG�VZHHSV�DZD\�DOO�VKDP��WKXV�PROGLQJ�RXU
FKDUDFWHU�DQG�GHHSHQLQJ�LW�LQ�KROLQHVV�DQG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��7KH
DSRVWOH� VD\V� WKDW�*RG� FKDVWHQV�XV� ´IRU� RXU� SURILW�� WKDW�ZH
PLJKW�EH�SDUWDNHUV�RI �KLV�KROLQHVV��1RZ�QR�FKDVWHQLQJ�IRU�WKH
SUHVHQW�VHHPHWK�WR�EH�MR\RXV��EXW�JULHYRXV��QHYHUWKHOHVV�DIWHU�
ZDUG� LW� \LHOGHWK� WKH� SHDFHDEOH� IUXLW� RI � ULJKWHRXVQHVV� XQWR
WKHP�ZKLFK�DUH�H[HUFLVHG�WKHUHE\µ�(Heb 12:10-11)�



7URXEOH�LV�RIWHQ�WKDW�ZKLFK�WKH�/RUG�XVHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GUDZ
XV�EDFN�WR�KLPVHOI��´7KRXJK�,�ZDON�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI �WURXEOH�
WKRX�ZLOW�UHYLYH�PHµ�(Psalm 138:7)��,W�LV�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI �GLVDVWHU
WKDW�KH�UHYLYHV�XV��QRW�IDLOV�XV��3HWHU�JLYHV�VRPH�UHPDUNDEOH
UHVXOWV�RI �VXIIHULQJ��́ %XW�WKH�*RG�RI�DOO�JUDFH��ZKR�KDWK�FDOOHG
XV�XQWR�KLV�HWHUQDO�JORU\�E\�&KULVW�-HVXV��DIWHU�\H�KDYH�VXIIHUHG
D�ZKLOH��PDNH�\RX�SHUIHFW��VWDEOLVK��VWUHQJWKHQ��VHWWOH�\RXµ�(1
Peter 5:10)��:H�DUH�PDGH�SHUIHFW��PDWXUH�� IXOO\�HTXLSSHG�DV�D
VROGLHU�IRU�XVHIXO�GXW\��6XIIHULQJ�HVWDEOLVKHV�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQV
XV�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�UHVLVW�DWWDFN��,W�VHWWOHV�XV��JLYLQJ�XV�DV�D�WUHH�D
ILUP�URRWLQJ�DQG�JURXQGLQJ�VR�WKDW�ZH�VKDOO�QRW�EH�PRYHG�

$�WUHH�WUDQVSODQWHG�HYHU\�ZHHN�ZRXOG�QRW�IORXULVK��7KXV
DGYHUVLW\� LV� WKH� SURFHVV� XVHG� WR� KHOS� XV� WR� EHFRPH� VHW� LQ
SHUPDQHQW�DQG�JRGO\�KDELWV�RI �OLIH��´7KH�WU\LQJ�RI�\RXU�IDLWK
ZRUNHWK�SDWLHQFH��%XW�OHW�SDWLHQFH�KDYH�KHU�SHUIHFW�ZRUN��WKDW
\H�PD\�EH�SHUIHFW�DQG�HQWLUH��ZDQWLQJ�LQ�QRWKLQJµ�(James 1:3-4)�
3DWLHQFH�LV�D�SHDUO�IRXQG�RQO\�LQ�WKH�GHHS�VHD�RI �DIIOLFWLRQ�
´:H� JORU\� LQ� WULEXODWLRQV� DOVR�� NQRZLQJ� WKDW� WULEXODWLRQ
ZRUNHWK�SDWLHQFH��DQG�SDWLHQFH��H[SHULHQFH��DQG�H[SHULHQFH�
KRSHµ� (Rom 5:3-4)�� ,Q� WKH� QDWXUDO� PDQ�� WULEXODWLRQ� ZRUNHWK
LPSDWLHQFH�ZKLFK� VRXUV� LQWR�KRSHOHVVQHVV��ZKLOH� LQ� D� QHZ
PDQ��WULEXODWLRQ�ZRUNHWK�SDWLHQFH�ZKLFK�VRDUV�WR�WKH�KHLJKWV
RI�UHMRLFLQJ�´LQ�KRSH�RI�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RGµ�(v 2)�

2XU�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�EHDXWLILHG�ZKHQ�ZH�KDYH�FORVH�IHOORZ�
VKLS�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��7KRVH�ZKR�NQRZ�KLP�LQ�WKH
IHOORZVKLS�RI �KLV�VXIIHULQJV�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�EHFRPH�FRQIRUPHG
WR�KLV�OLNHQHVV��´%HORYHG��WKLQN�LW�QRW�VWUDQJH�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH
ILHU\�WULDO�ZKLFK�LV�WR�WU\�\RX��DV�WKRXJK�VRPH�VWUDQJH�WKLQJ
KDSSHQHG�XQWR�\RX��EXW�UHMRLFH��LQDVPXFK�DV�\H�DUH�SDUWDNHUV
>VKDUHUV@�RI �&KULVW·V�VXIIHULQJVµ�(1 Peter 4:12-13)��́ +H�NQRZHWK�WKH
ZD\�WKDW�,�WDNH��ZKHQ�KH�KDWK�WULHG�PH��,�VKDOO�FRPH�IRUWK�DV
JROGµ�(Job 23:10)��6XIIHULQJ�KDV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�WUDQVIRUP�RXU�OLYHV
WR�EH�OLNH�-HVXV��´(YHU\�EUDQFK�WKDW�EHDUHWK�IUXLW��KH�SXUJHWK
>SUXQHWK@�LW��WKDW�LW�PD\�EULQJ�IRUWK�PRUH�IUXLWµ�(John 15:2)��7KH
NQLIH�RI �VXIIHULQJ�FXWV�DZD\�XVHOHVV�EUDQFKHV�WKDW�SUHYHQW�WKH
OLIH�JLYLQJ�VDS�IURP�SURGXFLQJ�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�FKRLFH�IUXLW�

$GYHUVLW\� LV� DOVR� D� YDOXDEOH�PHDQV� LQ� SUHSDULQJ�XV� IRU
FRPIRUWLQJ�RWKHUV�LQ�WKHLU�WLPH�RI �VXIIHULQJ��:H�DUH�DEOH�WR
WUXO\�V\PSDWKL]H�ZLWK�WKHP�KDYLQJ�JRQH�WKURXJK�LW�RXUVHOYHV�
7KH�WUDLQLQJ�LV�FRVWO\��-RE·V�IULHQGV�ZHUH�´PLVHUDEOH�FRPIRUW�
HUVµ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDG�QHYHU�H[SHULHQFHG�DGYHUVLW\�VXFK�DV�-RE
ZDV�SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK��DQG�WKHLU�ZRUGV�ZHUH�SRZHUOHVV�WR�KHOS�
7KH�ZRUOG�LV�IXOO�RI �FRPIRUWOHVV�KHDUWV�

7KH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�WHOOV�KRZ�YDOXDEOH�ZDV�KLV�H[SHULHQFH�RI
LPSULVRQPHQW��́ %XW�,�ZRXOG�\H�VKRXOG�XQGHUVWDQG��EUHWKUHQ�
WKDW�WKH�WKLQJV�ZKLFK�KDSSHQHG�XQWR�PH�KDYH�IDOOHQ�RXW�UDWKHU
XQWR�WKH�IXUWKHUDQFH�RI�WKH�JRVSHOµ�(Phil 1:12)��7KH�3KLOLSSLDQV
ORRNHG�RQ�3DXO·V�LPSULVRQPHQW�DV�D�FDODPLW\��EXW�KH�VKRZHG
WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�PHDQV�RI �EOHVVLQJ��3DXO�ILQDOO\�UHDFKHG�KLV�ORQJ
SUD\HG�IRU�GHVLUH�RI�SUHDFKLQJ�&KULVW�LQ�5RPH��HYHQ�WKRXJK
KH�KDG�QRW�DQWLFLSDWHG�JRLQJ�WKHUH�DV�D�SULVRQHU�

$GYHUVLW\�LV�QRW�RQO\�LQYDOXDEOH�WR�XV�LQ�WKLV�OLIH�IRU�RXU
FKDUDFWHU�DQG�FRQGXFW��EXW�DOVR�LQ�WKH� OLIH� WR�FRPH�IRU�RXU

FDSDFLW\�IRU�JORU\��´)RU�RXU�OLJKW�DIIOLFWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�EXW�IRU�D
PRPHQW��ZRUNHWK� IRU�XV�D� IDU�PRUH�H[FHHGLQJ�DQG�HWHUQDO
ZHLJKW�RI �JORU\µ�(2 Cor 4:17)��,I �ZH�RQO\�UHDOL]HG�WKH�ZRUN�ZKLFK
RXU�GDLO\�WULEXODWLRQV�SHUIRUP�IRU�XV�LQ�VWRULQJ�XS�D�IDU�PRUH
H[FHHGLQJ�DQG�HWHUQDO�ZHLJKW�RI �JORU\�IRU�IXWXUH�HQMR\PHQW�
ZH�ZRXOG�QRW�VKXQ�DQG�GHVSLVH�WKHP��EXW�UDWKHU�ZHOFRPH�DOO
WKDW�*RG�SHUPLWV�

3DXO� LQGLFDWHG� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D� GHILQLWH� TXDQWLWDWLYH� DQG
TXDOLWDWLYH�UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�RXU�VXIIHULQJV�ZLWK�&KULVW�KHUH
DQG�RXU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW�LQ�JORU\��´,I �VR�EH�WKDW�ZH
VXIIHU�ZLWK�KLP��WKDW�ZH�PD\�EH�DOVR�JORULILHG�WRJHWKHU��)RU�,
UHFNRQ�WKDW�WKH�VXIIHULQJV�RI �WKLV�SUHVHQW�WLPH�DUH�QRW�ZRUWK\
WR�EH�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�JORU\�ZKLFK�VKDOO�EH�UHYHDOHG�LQ�XVµ
(Rom 8:17-18)�

$OVR�FRPSDUH�WKH�YDOXH�RI �WULDOV�LQ�WKLV�OLIH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR
WKHLU�UHZDUG�LQ�WKH�QH[W�OLIH��́ 7KDW�WKH�WULDO�RI �\RXU�IDLWK��EHLQJ
PXFK�PRUH�SUHFLRXV�WKDQ�RI �JROG�WKDW�SHULVKHWK��WKRXJK�LW�EH
WULHG�ZLWK� ILUH��PLJKW�EH� IRXQG�XQWR�SUDLVH�DQG�KRQRU�DQG
JORU\�DW�WKH�DSSHDULQJ�RI �-HVXV�&KULVWµ�(1 Peter 1:7)��+RZ�RIWHQ�
KRZHYHU��ZH�VKRZ�D�SHUYHUWHG�VHQVH�RI�YDOXHV��IRU�ZH�DFW�DV
VDYDJHV�EDUWHULQJ�DZD\�JROG�IRU�WULQNHWV��2XU�/RUG�FRXQVHOV
XV�WR�EX\�RI �KLP�JROG�WULHG�LQ�WKH�ILUH�WKDW�ZH�PD\�EH�ULFK�

7KH�DIIOLFWHG�+HEUHZ�&KULVWLDQV�ZHUH�FRPPHQGHG�IRU�WKH
PDQQHU�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�VXIIHUHG�WKH�ORVV�RI �PDWHULDO�WKLQJV�LQ
WKLV�OLIH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�YDOXHG�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�WKH�QH[W�OLIH��´)RU
\H�KDG�FRPSDVVLRQ�RI�PH�LQ�P\�ERQGV��DQG�WRRN�MR\IXOO\�WKH
VSRLOLQJ�RI�\RXU�JRRGV��NQRZLQJ�LQ�\RXUVHOYHV�WKDW�\H�KDYH�LQ
KHDYHQ�D�EHWWHU�DQG�DQ�HQGXULQJ�VXEVWDQFHµ�(Heb 10:34)�

Adversity  is  Not  Invincible
7KH� ZDUV� DQG� EDWWOHV� RI� WKLV� ZRUOG� PD\� EH� ZRQ�� EXW

XVXDOO\�DW�D�JUHDW�ORVV�WR�WKH�FRQTXHURU��,Q�OLIH·V�ILJKW�DJDLQVW
DGYHUVLWLHV��&KULVWLDQV�VXIIHU�WKH�ORVV�RI �QR�HVVHQWLDO�WKLQJ��DQG
WKXV�ZH�FDQ�EH�VDLG�WR�EH�PRUH�WKDQ�FRQTXHURUV��´:KR�VKDOO
VHSDUDWH� XV� IURP� WKH� ORYH� RI � &KULVW"� VKDOO� WULEXODWLRQ�� RU
GLVWUHVV��RU�SHUVHFXWLRQ��RU�IDPLQH��RU�QDNHGQHVV��RU�SHULO��RU
VZRUG"�1D\��LQ�DOO�WKHVH�WKLQJV�ZH�DUH�PRUH�WKDQ�FRQTXHURUV
WKURXJK�KLP�WKDW�ORYHG�XVµ�(Rom 8:35-37)��$V�JUDLQ�ORVHV�RQO\�WKH
XVHOHVV�FKDII �E\�EHLQJ�EHDWHQ�ZLWK�WKH�IODLO��VR�&KULVWLDQV�ORVH
RQO\� KLQGUDQFHV� DQG� LPSXULWLHV� E\� WKH� UHILQLQJ� SURFHVV� RI
DGYHUVLW\��)DLWK�LV�VWUHQJWKHQHG��ORYH�LV�H[SDQGHG��H[SHULHQFH
LV�GHHSHQHG��DQG�NQRZOHGJH�LV�LQFUHDVHG�

:H�� WKHQ�� KDYH� D� VHFUHW� ZHDSRQ� DJDLQVW� DGYHUVLW\�� D
ZHDSRQ�WKDW�LV�SXW�LQWR�RXU�KDQGV�E\�&KULVW�KLPVHOI��,W�LV�QRW
D�GHDWK�GHDOLQJ�DWRPLF�ERPE�UHLJQLQJ�WHUURU�DQG�KRUURU�RQ
PDQNLQG�� EXW� RXU� VHFUHW� ZHDSRQ� LQ� WKLV� XQFHDVLQJ� ILJKW
DJDLQVW�WKH�WURXEOHV�RI�OLIH�LV�IRXQG�LQ�RQH�ZRUG�WKDW�LV�VR�RIWHQ
FRXSOHG�ZLWK�YLFWRU\�RYHU� VXIIHULQJ� LQ� WKH�6FULSWXUHV��7KDW
VHFUHW� ZHDSRQ� LV� UHMRLFLQJ�� ´7KH� MR\� RI � WKH� /RUG� LV� \RXU
VWUHQJWKµ�(Neh 8:10)��%XW�QRWLFH�WKLV�MR\�LV�QRW�PHUH�SXPSHG�XS
H[XEHUDQFH�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�FDOOV�MR\��,W�LV�WKH�MR\�RI�WKH�/RUG�
D�MR\�IURP�*RG�DQG�LQ�*RG��´%XW�UHMRLFH��LQDVPXFK�DV�\H�DUH
SDUWDNHUV�RI �&KULVW·V�VXIIHULQJV��WKDW��ZKHQ�KLV�JORU\�VKDOO�EH
UHYHDOHG��\H�PD\�EH�JODG�DOVR�ZLWK�H[FHHGLQJ�MR\µ�(1 Peter 4:13)�

´0\�EUHWKUHQ��FRXQW�LW�DOO�MR\�ZKHQ�\H�IDOO�LQWR�GLYHUV�WHPS�
WDWLRQV�>WULDOV@µ�(James 1:2)��'R�ZH�NQRZ�WKH�VHFUHW�RI �H[WUDFWLQJ
MR\�IURP�WKH�MROWV�RI �OLIH"�H[SHULHQFLQJ�MR\�LQ�DOO�WULDOV"�FRXQW�
LQJ�LW�DOO�MR\��SXUH�MR\��WKH�KLJKHVW�MR\��ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�WULHG"

3DXO�ZDV�ZDUQHG�RI�WKH�VXIIHULQJV�DKHDG��EXW�QRWLFH�KLV
HPSKDVLV�RQ�UHMRLFLQJ��´$QG�QRZ��EHKROG��,�JR�ERXQG�LQ�WKH
VSLULW�XQWR�-HUXVDOHP��QRW�NQRZLQJ�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�VKDOO�EHIDOO
PH�WKHUH��VDYH�WKDW�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW�ZLWQHVVHWK�LQ�HYHU\�FLW\�
VD\LQJ�WKDW�ERQGV�DQG�DIIOLFWLRQV�DELGH�PH��%XW�QRQH�RI�WKHVH
WKLQJV�PRYH�PH��QHLWKHU�FRXQW�,�P\�OLIH�GHDU�XQWR�P\VHOI��VR
WKDW�,�PLJKW�ILQLVK�P\�FRXUVH�ZLWK�MR\��DQG�WKH�PLQLVWU\��ZKLFK
,�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�RI �WKH�/RUG�-HVXV��WR�WHVWLI\�WKH�JRVSHO�RI �WKH
JUDFH�RI�*RGµ�(Acts 20:22-24)�

1RWH� WKH� HPSKDVLV� RQ� UHMRLFLQJ� E\� WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW
SURSKHW� LQ� WULDO�� ´$OWKRXJK� WKH� ILJ� WUHH� VKDOO� QRW� EORVVRP�
QHLWKHU�VKDOO�IUXLW�EH�LQ�WKH�YLQHV��WKH�ODERU�RI �WKH�ROLYH�VKDOO
IDLO��DQG�WKH�ILHOGV�VKDOO�\LHOG�QR�PHDW��WKH�IORFN�VKDOO�EH�FXW
RII �IURP�WKH�IROG��DQG�WKHUH�VKDOO�EH�QR�KHUG�LQ�WKH�VWDOOV��\HW
,�ZLOO�UHMRLFH�LQ�WKH�/RUG��,�ZLOO�MR\�LQ�WKH�*RG�RI �P\�VDOYDWLRQµ
(Hab 3:17-18)�

:H�DUH�DEOH�WR� UHMRLFH� LQ�VXIIHULQJ� IRU�&KULVW·V�VDNH�EH�
FDXVH�LW�LV�E\�&KULVW·V�DSSRLQWPHQW�DQG�ZLWK�&KULVW·V�VXSSRUW�
´…DQG� WRRN� MR\IXOO\� WKH� VSRLOLQJ� RI � \RXU� JRRGVµ� (see Heb
10:32-35)��´%OHVVHG�>KDSS\@�DUH�\H��ZKHQ�PHQ�VKDOO�UHYLOH�\RX�
DQG�SHUVHFXWH�\RX��DQG�VKDOO�VD\�DOO�PDQQHU�RI�HYLO�DJDLQVW
\RX�IDOVHO\��IRU�P\�VDNH��5HMRLFH��DQG�EH�H[FHHGLQJ�JODG��IRU
JUHDW� LV� \RXU� UHZDUG� LQ� KHDYHQµ� (Matt 5:11-12)�� ´:H� JORU\� LQ
WULEXODWLRQVµ� (Rom 5:3)�� ´0RVW� JODGO\� WKHUHIRUH� ZLOO� ,� UDWKHU
JORU\�LQ�P\�LQILUPLWLHV��WKDW�WKH�SRZHU�RI �&KULVW�PD\�UHVW�XSRQ
PH��7KHUHIRUH�,�WDNH�SOHDVXUH�LQ�LQILUPLWLHV��LQ�UHSURDFKHV��LQ
QHFHVVLWLHV��LQ�SHUVHFXWLRQV��LQ�GLVWUHVVHV�IRU�&KULVW·V�VDNH��IRU
ZKHQ�,�DP�ZHDN��WKHQ�DP�,�VWURQJµ�(2 Cor 12:9-10)�

´$QG�WKH\�>WKH�GLVFLSOHV@�GHSDUWHG�IURP�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI
WKH�FRXQFLO��UHMRLFLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�FRXQWHG�ZRUWK\�WR�VXIIHU
VKDPH�IRU�+LV�QDPHµ� (Acts 5:41)��´,Q�WKH�ZRUOG�\H�VKDOO�KDYH
WULEXODWLRQ��EXW�EH�RI�JRRG�FKHHU��,�KDYH�RYHUFRPH�WKH�ZRUOGµ
(John 16:33)��:H·UH�DOZD\V�RQ�WKH�ZLQQLQJ�VLGH�ZLWK�&KULVW��ZH
FDQQRW�ORVH��IRU�´DOO�WKLQJV�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�IRU�JRRG�WR�WKHP
WKDW�ORYH�*RGµ�(Rom 8:28)��7KXV�ZH·UH�PRUH�WKDQ�FRQTXHURUV�
IRU�ZH�KDYH�IXOO�DVVXUDQFH�RI �YLFWRU\�DOO�WKURXJK�WKH�EDWWOH�q
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Perspectives  for  the  Heart  in  Times  of Affliction
Q;G�JCXG�JGCTF�QH�VJG�RCVKGPEG�QH�,QDR�(James 5:11)

)
DQ\�DUH�WKH�DIIOLFWLRQV�RI�WKH�ULJKWHRXVµ�(Psalm 34:19)�
7KLV�LV�D�WKHPH�WKDW�UXQV�WKURXJKRXW�6FULSWXUH��́ %XW
WKH�/RUG�GHOLYHUHWK�KLP�RXW�RI �WKHP�DOO�µ�7KLV�LV�WKH

FRPIRUW�WKDW�KDV�FRPH�WR�*RG·V�SHRSOH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�DJHV�
9DULRXV�NLQGV�RI �DIIOLFWLRQV�DUH�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��7KUHH

RI�WKHVH�PD\�EH�OLVWHG�DV��(1)�WKRVH�WKDW�FRPH�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ
ZLWK�D�SHUVRQ·V�FRQIHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�(Luke 6:22)���(2)�WKRVH
WKDW�FRPH�IURP�RXU�ORYLQJ�)DWKHU�DV�FKDVWLVHPHQW�EHFDXVH�RI
RXU�VLQV�(Heb 12:5-11)��DQG�(3)�WKRVH�WKDW�FRPH�XSRQ�DOO�SHRSOH�DV
D� UHVXOW� RI � H[LVWHQFH� LQ� D� IDOOHQ� ZRUOG�� ZLWKRXW� UHIHUHQFH
QHFHVVDULO\�WR�SHUVRQDO�VLQ�(Eccl 3; 8:6-17; etc.)��7KH�ERRN�RI �-RE�
ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�H[DPLQHG��SULPDULO\�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKH�WHVW�RI �-RE·V
UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�*RG��:KDW�FDPH�XSRQ�WKLV�ULJKWHRXV�PDQ�KDG
QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�DQ\�VLQV�KH�KDG�FRPPLWWHG�

,I � DIIOLFWLRQV� DUH� LQHYLWDEOH� LQ� &KULVWLDQ� H[SHULHQFH�� LW
EHKRRYHV�XV�WR�SUHSDUH�RXU�KHDUWV��2QH�NH\�ZD\�IRU�XV�WR�GR
WKLV�LV�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�WKRVH�RI �ROG�(1 Cor 10:11)�
:LWK� UHVSHFW� WR� SDWLHQFH� DQG�SHUVHYHUDQFH� LQ� WKH�PLGVW� RI
WULDO��QR�EHWWHU�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�H[DPSOH�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�WKDQ�-RE�
+LV�UHVSRQVH�WR�LQFUHGLEOH�HPRWLRQDO�DQG�SK\VLFDO�KDUGVKLS
LV�PRVW�LQVWUXFWLYH�WR�XV��/HW�XV�FRQVLGHU�VRPH�YHU\�EDVLF��EXW
VLJQLILFDQW�SRLQWV�LQ�WKH�RSHQLQJ�FKDSWHUV�RI�-RE�

�Job�s Character & Circumstances (1:1-5)�7KH�WH[W�UH�
YHDOV�VRPH�FUXFLDO�WKLQJV�DERXW�KLV�SHUVRQ��KH�ZDV�́ EODPHOHVV�
XSULJKW��IHDULQJ�*RG��WXUQLQJ�DZD\�IURP�HYLOµ�(NASV)��-RE�ZDV
D�PDQ�RI�IDLWK�DQG�DFFHSWHG�EHIRUH�*RG��$V�WR�KLV�SRVVHV�
VLRQV��-RE�LV�GHVFULEHG�DV�EHLQJ�́ WKH�JUHDWHVW�RI �DOO�WKH�PHQ�RI
WKH�(DVW�µ�+H�ZDV�D�PDQ�RI�YDVW�ZHDOWK�DV�WKH�VWRU\�EHJLQV�
9HUVHV����� JLYH� VRPH� LQVLJKW� LQWR� WKH�SLHW\�RI �-RE��+H�ZDV
FRQFHUQHG�IRU�KLV�IDPLO\�WR�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�KH�ZRXOG�RIIHU
VDFULILFHV�RQ�WKHLU�EHKDOI�

Job�s Character Challenged (1:6-12)�7KLV�VHFWLRQ�KLJK�
OLJKWV�WKH�WUXWK�WKDW�´ZH�ZUHVWOH�QRW�DJDLQVW�IOHVK�DQG�EORRG…µ
(Eph 6:12)��$�VSLULWXDO�EDWWOH�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�WKDW�LV�EH\RQG�RXU�VLJKW�
:H�PXVW�UHPHPEHU�WKLV�DV�LW�LV�VR�HDV\�WR�IRUJHW�LQ�WKH�PLGVW
RI�WKH�WDQJLEOH�WKLQJV�WKDW�VXUURXQG�RXU�H[LVWHQFH��$V�6DWDQ
KDG�WUDYHOHG�DURXQG�WKH�HDUWK��*RG�DVNHG�KLP��́ +DVW�WKRX�FRQ�
VLGHUHG�P\�VHUYDQW�-RE"µ�*RG·V�DVVHVVPHQW�RI �-RE�ZDV�YHU\
SRVLWLYH��7KLV�RXJKW�WR�EH�DQ�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�RXU�KHDUWV��,Q
VSLWH�RI �RXU�VKRUWFRPLQJV�DQG�VLQV��*RG�´GHIHQGVµ�WKH�FKDU�
DFWHU�RI�KLV�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI �WKH�$FFXVHU·V�FKDOOHQJHV��%XW
WKH�'HYLO�FODLPV�WKDW�-RE�RQO\�IHDUV�*RG�EHFDXVH�KH�LV�EOHVVHG
DQG�SURVSHUHG�� ,I � WKHVH�FRPIRUWDEOH� VXUURXQGLQJV�ZHUH� UH�
PRYHG��6DWDQ�PDLQWDLQV��-RE·V�DOOHJLDQFH�WR�*RG�ZRXOG�FHDVH�
7KH�LVVXH�LV�FOHDU��'RHV�-RE�ORYH�*RG�LQ�DOO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��RU
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