
��know�� & ��foreknow�� & free grace!

7KH�free�DQG sovereign grace of God�LV�FHQWUDO�LQ�6FULSWXUH��7KRVH
ZKR�FGURKUG�WKLV�WUXWK�DWWHPSW�WR�GR�DZD\�ZLWK�LW�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�WKH\
FDQ��\HW�WKH\�NQRZ�WKDW�MXVW�FGP[KPI�KV�RU�KIPQTKPI�KV�ZLOO�QRW�ZRUN��LW¶V
WRR�SUHGRPLQDWH�LQ�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��7KHLU�VFKHPH�KDV�WR�VKRZ�DW
OHDVW�D�PHDVXUH�RI�LQWHOOLJHQFH��7KH\�ZDQW�)QF¶U�YKNN�RII�WKH�WKURQH
DQG�OCP¶U�YKNN�H[DOWHG�WR�WKDW�ORIW\�SRVLWLRQ��2QH�RI�WKHLU�ITCPFGUV�RNQVU
GXGT�LV�WR�WDNH�WKH�ZRUGV���know��DQG��foreknow��LQ�WKH�%LEOH��LJQRUH
KRZ�WKH\�ZHUH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�ODQJXDJHV��DQG�JLYH�WKHP�D�VLPSOH
GHILQLWLRQ�RI�KRZ�we�ZRXOG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHP��DQG�KRZ�we�ZRXOG�XVH
WKHP�LQ�RXU�HYHU\GD\�XVDJH��7KDW¶V�LW��DQG�LW�ZRUNHG��%\�SHUYHUWLQJ
WKH�GHILQLWLRQ�DQG�XVDJH�RI�WKHVH�WZR�ELEOLFDO�ZRUGV��WKH\�DFKLHYHG
WKHLU�JRDO��1RW�RQO\�GLG�WKH\�VXFFHHG�LQ�PDNLQJ�PDQ¶V�ZLOO�VXSHULRU
WR�*RG¶V�ZLOO�� WKH\� HYHQ�PDGH�God�s decrees� FGRGPFGPV� WRQP� DQG
FGVGTOKPGF�D[�IDOOHQ�PDQ¶V�GHFLVLRQV��$QG�WKLV�OLH�LV�HYHU�VR�SRSXODU�

7KH\�KDWH�unconditional election��7KH\�ZDQW�LW�conditioned�XSRQ
PDQ¶V�ZLOO��6R�WKH\�VD\�HQTGMPQY�VLPSO\�PHDQV�VQ�MPQY�DGHQTGJCPF��DQG
WKH\�WDNH�WKH�YHUVHV��³ZKRP�KH�GLG�HQTGMPQY��KH�DOVR�GLG�RTGFGUVKPCVG´
(Rom 8:29)��DQG�µµ'NGEV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�HQTGMPQYNGFIG�RI�*RG´�(1 Peter 1:2)�
DQG�WKH\�VD\�WKDW�*RG�HOHFWHG�WKHVH�WR�VDOYDWLRQ�DQG�SUHGHVWLQDWHG
WKHP�EHFDXVH�KH�³HQTGMPGY´�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�WKHP²WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG
UHSHQW�DQG�EHOLHYH��+H�NQQMGF�FQYP�VJTQWIJ�VJG�CIGU�DQG�³HQTGUCY´
WKDW�VJG[�YQWNF�EJQQUG�JKO²so he chose them��7KHUH�LW�LV��/CP¶U�YKNN
QRZ�QRW�RQO\�KDV�WDNHQ�SUHFHGHQFH�RYHU�)QF¶U�YKNN��EXW�God�s decree
of election�LV�UWDUGTXKGPV�VQ�DQG�EQPVKPIGPV�WRQP�WKH�³IUHH�ZLOO´�RI�PDQ�
%XW�OHW�LW�EH�NQRZQ��That�LV�not�WKH�DKDNKECN�WUCIG�RI�MPQY�DQG�HQTGMPQY�

+HDU�LW�FDUHIXOO\��µµ$GDP�knew�(YH�KLV�ZLIH��DQG�VKH�FRQFHLYHG´
(Gen 4:1)��³<H�KDYH�EHHQ�UHEHOOLRXV�DJDLQVW�WKH�/RUG�IURP�WKH�GD\�WKDW
,�knew�\RX´�(Deut 9:24)��³%HIRUH�,�IRUPHG�WKHH�LQ�WKH�EHOO\�,�knew�WKHH´
(Jer 1:5)���³<RX�RQO\�KDYH�,�known�RI�DOO�WKH�IDPLOLHV�RI�WKH�HDUWK´�(Amos
3:2)��³7KHQ�ZLOO�,�SURIHVV�XQWR�WKHP��,�QHYHU�knew�\RX´�(Matt 7:23)��³,
DP�WKH�JRRG�VKHSKHUG�DQG�know�P\�VKHHS��DQG�DP�known�RI�PLQH´
(John 10:14)��³,I�DQ\�PDQ�ORYH�*RG��WKH�VDPH�LV�known�RI�KLP´�(1 Cor 8:3)�
7KLV�LV�TXLWH�D�ELW�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�MPQYKPI�UQOGVJKPI�DERXW�VRPHRQH�
$GDP�ZDVQ¶W�LWUV�CESWCKPVGF�ZLWK�(YH��KH�knew�KHU��DQG�UJG�EQPEGKXGF�
:KDW�ZH¶UH�VHHLQJ�LQ�WKHVH�SDVVDJHV�LV�QRW�MXVW�CESWCKPVCPEG�QH��EXW�NQXG
DQG�CHHGEVKQP�HQT��µµ#FCO knew�'XG��+�PGXGT�knew�[QW��+�know�O[�UJGGR�́

$QG�WKH�DSRVWOHV¶�XVDJH�RI�WKLV�ZRUG�GRHVQ¶W�EJCPIG�ZKHQ�WKH\
DWWDFK�DGHQTG�WR�LW��PHDQLQJ�DCEM�KP�GVGTPKV[��foreknow��³ZKRP�KH�GLG
foreknow,�KH�DOVR�GLG�RTGFGUVKPCVG´�(Rom 8:29)��7KLV�LV��God�s elect��(v33)�
WKRVH�*RG��before loved��EHIRUH�WLPH�EHJDQ��3DXO�KDV�NQXG�DV�D�UXQQLQJ
WKHPH�WKURXJKRXW�WKLV�HQWLUH�FRQWH[W�(vv28-39)��DQG�KH�EHJLQV�ZLWK�WKH
VDLQWV¶�ORYH�IRU�*RG�(v28)��WKHQ�LPPHGLDWHO\�JRHV�WR�WKH�UQWTEG�RI�WKDW
ORYH��*RG¶V�NQXG�DQG�RWTRQUG�WRZDUG�WKHP�IURP�DOO�HWHUQLW\��(v29)�³)RU
ZKRP�KH�GLG�HQTGMPQY�́ �3DXO�LV�VD\LQJ��ZH�ORYH�*RG�DGECWUG�he first
loved us��-RKQ�WDXJKW�WKLV�VDPH�WUXWK��³:H�ORYH�KLP��DGECWUG�he first
loved us�´�(1 John 4:19)��7KLV�LV�DCUKE�WR�SUHDFKLQJ�WKH�JRVSHO��KH�first
ORYHG�XV�EDFN�LQ�HWHUQLW\��³<HD��,�KDYH�ORYHG�WKHH�ZLWK�DQ�GXGTNCUVKPI
NQXG��WKHUHIRUH�ZLWK�ORYLQJNLQGQHVV�KDYH�,�GUDZQ�WKHH´�(Jer 31:3)��*RG
foreknew��DGHQTG�NQXGF��ZLWK�D�VSHFLDO�GXGTNCUVKPI�NQXG�KLV��elect��²WKRVH
ZKRP�KH�FDOOV��MXVWLILHV��DQG�JORULILHV�(v30)��$QG�3DXO�FDQQRW�VWUHVV�WKLV
CP[�UVTQPIGT�VJCP�JG�FQGU²WKDW�nothing�LV�CDNG�VQ�UGRCTCVG�WU�IURP�WKLV
love of God��(see vv35-39)��,W�VWUHWFKHV�IURP�GVGTPKV[�RCUV�WR�GVGTPKV[�HWVWTG�

7KHQ�3HWHU�EDVHV�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�XSRQ�WKLV�VDPH�WUXWK��XVLQJ�WKH
VDPH�ZRUG�3DXO�XVHG��RTQIKPQUMQ��LQ�LWV�QRXQ�IRUP��RTQIPQUKU²³(OHFW
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�foreknowledge�RI�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU´�(1 Peter 1:2)��,Q�RWKHU
ZRUGV��RXU�GNGEVKQP�IORZV�RXW�RI�WKLV�FKUVKPIWKUJKPI�NQXG�WKDW�*RG�VHW
XSRQ�XV�LQ�HWHUQLW\��*RG¶V�decree of election,²DV�3DXO�SXW�LW��³KH�KDWK
EJQUGP�WU�LQ�&KULVW�EHIRUH�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG´�(Eph 1:4)��DQG
³*RG�KDWK�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�EJQUGP�[QW�WR�VDOYDWLRQ´�(2 Thess 2:13)²
3HWHU�LV�DVVXULQJ�XV�KHUH�WKDW�WKLV�GHFUHH�GLG�QRW�VSULQJ�IURP�DQ\WKLQJ
YKVJKP�WU��EXW�HQWLUHO\�DQG�RQO\�IURP�YKVJKP�VJG�JGCTV�QH�)QF��+H�FKRVH
XV�³CEEQTFKPI�VQ´�KLV�ORYH�IRU�XV��7KLV�PDNHV�HOHFWLRQ�unconditional;
WKHUH�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�HQTGUGGP�LQ�³*RG¶V�HOHFW´�WKDW�PRYHG�KLP�WR�FKRRVH
WKHP�IRU�KLV�RZQ��QRW�WKHLU�UHSHQWDQFH��IRU�WKDW¶V�)QF¶U�IKHV�(2 Tim 2:24-26)�
DQG�QRW�WKHLU�IDLWK��IRU�WKDW��WRR��LV�³VJG�IKHV�QH�)QF´�(Eph 2:8; Phil 1:29)��

:KDW�GHVWUR\V�WKLV�IDOVH�GRFWULQH�LV�WKDW�)QF¶U�HQTGMPQYNGFIG�LV
QHYHU�VDLG�WR�EH�RI�YJCV�VJG�RGTUQPU�FQ��EXW�RI�VJG�RGTUQPU�VJGOUGNXGUM
³whom�KH�GLG�IRUHNQRZ�́ �QRW�³what�KH�GLG�IRUHNQRZ�́ ��,W¶V�QRW�ZKDW
WKH\�ZRXOG�GR��KV¶U�VJGO��They�DUH�WKH�REMHFWV�RI�KLV�IRUHNQRZOHGJH�
KH�ORYHG�VJGO��$QG�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH��LI�*RG�FKRVH�XV�EHFDXVH�KH�HQTG�
UCY�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�GR��WKHQ�KLV�FKRLFH�RI�XV�LV�QRW�RI�ITCEG�
EXW�RI�FGDV��%XW�3DXO�VWDWHV�SODLQO\�WKDW�RXU��election��LV��of grace��
(Rom 11:5)��:H�ZRXOG�DOVR�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�VQ�DQCUV�CDQWV²RXU�EHOLHYLQJ�
%XW�WKH�%LEOH�VD\V�ZH��believed through grace���(Acts 18:27)��$Q\�GRFWULQH
WKDW�KDV�RQH�VLQQHU�PDNLQJ�KLPVHOI�µµFKHHGTGPV´�IURP�DQRWKHU�RQH�LV�WR
EH�UHMHFWHG�RXWULJKW�²��Who maketh thee to differ from another"�DQG
ZKDW�KDVW�WKRX�WKDW�WKRX�FKFUV�PQV�TGEGKXG"�QRZ�LI�WKRX�GLGVW�UHFHLYH
LW��ZK\�GRVW�WKRX�JORU\��DV�LI�WKRX�JCFUV�PQV�TGEGKXGF�KV"´�(1 Cor 4:7)�q
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