
the atonement: limited and unlimited
:H�PXVW�QRW�FRQIXVH�WKH�extent�RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�value

RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW��7KH�H[WHQW�RU�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW�LV�NKOKVGF�WR
WKRVH�ZKRP�WKH�)DWKHU�JDYH�WR�WKH�6RQ��7KH�YDOXH�RI�WKH�DWRQHPHQW
LV�WPNKOKVGF�DQG�KPHKPKVG��7KH�EORRG�RI�&KULVW�LV�GHHKEKGPV��RU�HIIHFWXDO�
IRU�WKH�HOHFW�DORQH��EXW�LW�LV�UWHHKEKGPV�LQ�YDOXH�WR�VDYH�DOO�

7KRVH�ZKR�UHMHFW���limited atonement��RU��particular redemption�
EHOLHYH�ZH�DUH�NKOKVKPI�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZH¶UH�QRW²WKH�ERXQGOHVV�ORYH
RI�*RG��WKH�LQILQLWH�ZRUWK�RI�&KULVW¶V�EORRG��RU�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�RIIHU�RI
WKH�JRVSHO��:H�SXW�QR�OLPLW�RQ�DQ\�RI�WKHVH��7KH\�VHH�XV�PCTTQYKPI�D
GRRU�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�ZLGH�RSHQ��EXW�WKDW¶V�QRW�WKH�FDVH�DW�DOO��2XU
WUXPSHW�FDOO�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�LV�HYHU\�ELW�DV�ZLGH�DQG�DV�ORXG�DV�WKHLUV�
³/RRN�XQWR�PH�DQG�EH�\H�VDYHG��CNN�VJG�GPFU�QH�VJG�GCTVJ�´�(Isaiah 45:22)�

*RG�LV�LQILQLWH��2XU�VLQ�LV�DJDLQVW�DQ�LQILQLWH�*RG��:H�RZH�KLP
RGTHGEV�DQG�GXGTNCUVKPI�ORYH�DQG�REHGLHQFH��CDUQNWVG�OR\DOW\�DQG�KORGE�
ECDNG�ZRUVKLS��7KLV�LV�ULJKWIXOO\�KLV�GXH��2XU�UKP�FGDV�DJDLQVW�*RG�LV
KPHKPKVG²D�GHEW�WKDW�KDV�QR�HQG��%XW�KRZ"�:K\�VR�JUHDW�D�GHEW"�6LQ
LV�PHDVXUHG�QRW�VR�PXFK�E\�YJCV�[QW�FQ�DV�E\�who you do it against.
³+H�NQRFNHG�WKH�WHHWK�RXW�RI�JKU�OQVJGT�´�7KDW�VLQ�LV�PDJQLILHG�E\
who he did it to.�³+H�UDSHG�JKU�NKVVNG�FCWIJVGT�´�6DPH�WKLQJ�DJDLQ��2XU
VLQ�LV�PDJQLILHG�E\�who we�ve done it to�²DQ�KPHKPKVGN[�ORYLQJ�DQG
JORULRXV�*RG��µµ#ICKPUV�VJGG�QPN[�KDYH�,�VLQQHG´�(Psalm 51:4)��6LQQHUV�DUH
EOLQG�WR�WKH�OCIPKVWFG�RI�VLQ��KRZ�big�LW�UHDOO\�LV��ZKDW�LW�GHVHUYHV�
DQG�ZKDW�LV�RZHG�RQ�LWV�DFFRXQW��7KH�KROLHVW�PDQ�FRXOG�PGXGT�RWV�CYC[
HYHQ� VJG�NGCUV�VLQ��:K\"�+H¶V�D�HKPKVG�EHLQJ²D�PHUH�FUHDWXUH��1RU
FRXOG�DQ\�DQJHO�SXW�DZD\�VLQ��7KH\¶UH�DOVR�ETGCVGF��HKPKVG�EHLQJV��DQG
DV�VXFK��DUH�XQDEOH�WR�SD\�IRU�VR�PXFK�DV�QPG�VLQ��HYHQ�VJG�NGCUV�VLQ�

$W�&DOYDU\��DQ�KPHKPKVG�SD\PHQW�ZDV�PDGH��WKH�XCNWG�RI�&KULVW¶V
GHDWK�LV�KPHKPKVG��,I�*RG¶V�HOHFW�FRQVLVWHG�RI�ILIW\�ELOOLRQ��WKH�DJRQLHV
DQG�VXIIHULQJV�RI�&KULVW�GLG�QRW�KDYH�WR�UHDFK�D�OHYHO�RI�ILIW\�ELOOLRQ�
KLV�VXIIHULQJV�DQG�WKH�SD\PHQW�WKDW�KH�PDGH�KDG�WR�UHDFK�WR�KPHKPKV[�
,I�*RG¶V�HOHFW�FRQVLVWHG�RI�RQO\�WKLUW\�VRXOV��WKH�SD\PHQW�DJDLQ�ZRXOG
KDYH�WR�EH�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH��LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�UHDFK�WR�KPHKPKV[��(YHQ
LI�*RG�KDG�RQO\�FKRVHQ�WR�VDYH�QPG�UKPPGT��DQG�WKDW�RQH�VLQQHU�KDG
RQO\�FRPPLWWHG�QPG�UKP²VDPH�WKLQJ��KPHKPKV[��1RZ�\RX¶UH�EHJLQQLQJ
WR�VHH�the enormity�RI�VLQ��KRZ�DKI�LW�UHDOO\�LV��DQG�KRZ�PXFK�ZH�RZH�
$Q�KPHKPKVG�SD\PHQW�WR�DQ�KPHKPKVG�*RG��1RWKLQJ�EXW�the death of�Christ
FRXOG�SURGXFH�DQ�DWRQHPHQW�UWHHKEKGPV�HQT�UCNXCVKQP��%HFDXVH�KH¶V�WKH
GOD�man,�LW�ZDV�LQILQLWH�DQG�VXIILFLHQW��7KLV�LV�ZK\�WKH�ZLFNHG�QHYHU
JHW�RXW�RI�KHOO²WKH\¶UH�HYHU�SD\LQJ�DQ�LQILQLWH�GHEW�WR�DQ�LQILQLWH
*RG�DQG�QHYHU�DEOH�WR�SD\�RII�WKDW�GHEW��7KH�VXIIHULQJ�RI�RQH�LQ�KHOO
PD\�EH�OQTG�KPVGPUG�WKDQ�WKDW�RI�DQRWKHU�LQ�KHOO��EXW�WKH�SD\PHQW�RI
ERWK�LV�WKH�VDPH²DQ�KPHKPKVG�SD\PHQW��7KH\�QHYHU��QHYHU��QHYHU�VWRS
SD\LQJ�WKH�GHEW�WKH\�RZH��<RX�FDQQRW�PHDVXUH�LQILQLW\�

:KDW�GRHV�WKH�ZRUG�substitution�KDYH�UHIHUHQFH�WR"�KRZ�PDQ\"
No²KP�VJG�UVGCF�QH��:KDW�&KULVW�KDG�WR�HQGXUH�KDG�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH
GPQTOKV[�QH�UKP��QRW�KRZ�PDQ\�*RG�KDG�FKRVHQ�RU�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�WKHLU
VLQV��7KH�HOHFW�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG��QRW�EHFDXVH�&KULVW�VXIIHUHG�HQRXJK�IRU
WKHP��DQG�SDLG�D�SD\PHQW�MXVW�ELJ�HQRXJK�IRU�WKHP��7KH�HOHFW�ZLOO�EH
VDYHG�EHFDXVH�&KULVW�GLHG�DW�&DOYDU\�in their place and stead��7KDW¶V
³RCTVKEWNCT�TGFGORVKQP´²KH�ZDV�WKHLU�5WDUVKVWVG��7KH�SULFH�KH�SDLG
DQG�WKH�DJRQ\�KH�HQGXUHG�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�YDULHG�KDG�*RG�FKRVHQ
PRUH�LQ�HWHUQLW\��RU�KDG�*RG�FKRVHQ�OHVV��7KH�SD\PHQW�ZDV�LQILQLWH�

Substitution�ZDV� SLFWXUHG�SHUIHFWO\� RQ� WKH�'D\�RI�$WRQHPHQW
ZKHQ�WKH�KLJK�SULHVW�HQWHUHG�WKH�+RO\�RI�+ROLHV�ZLWK�WKH�EORRG�RI�D
ODPE�DQG�PDGH�DWRQHPHQW�IRU�VLQ��:DV�LW�D�universal�DWRQHPHQW�IRU
WKH�VLQV�RI�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��RU�D�VSHFLILF��limited�DWRQHPHQW
WKDW�VHFXUHG�IRUJLYHQHVV�HQT�+UTCGN�CNQPG!�:KDW�GRHV�WKH�%LEOH�VD\"
µµ$DURQ�VKDOO�DGCT�VJG�PCOGU�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�EUHDVWSODWH
RI�MXGJPHQW�WRQP�JKU�JGCTV��ZKHQ�KH�JRHWK�LQWR�WKH�KRO\�SODFH´�(Exod
28:15-21,29-30)��'R�\RX�QRW�VHH�WKH�ORYH�RI�&KULVW�HQT�JKU�QYP�RGQRNG�KHUH"
$V�KH�EOHG�DQG�GLHG�their very names�ZHUH�HWFKHG�RQ�KLV�KHDUW��7KDW¶V
limited atonement��³7DNH�WZR�RQ\[�VWRQHV��JUDYH�RQ�WKHP�VJG�PCOGU
QH�VJG�EJKNFTGP�QH�+UTCGN���$DURQ�VKDOO�bear their names�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG
WRQP�JKU�VYQ�UJQWNFGTU´�(Exod 28:9-12)��'R�\RX�QRW�VHH�-HVXV�UJQWNFGTKPI
in particular here�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�*RG¶V�HOHFW"�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�
LQ�HWHUQLW\�SDVW��GPITCXGF�WRQP�JKU�5QP�HYHU\�RQH�RI�WKRVH�QDPHV�

³���*RG�LV�ORQJVXIIHULQJ�WR�WU�YCTF��QRW�ZLOOLQJ�WKDW�DQ\�>QH�WU@
VKRXOG�SHULVK��EXW�WKDW�DOO�>QH�WU@�VKRXOG�FRPH�WR�UHSHQWDQFH´�(2 Peter
3:9)��&KULVW�GLHG�as a substitute�HQT�WU��WKH�HOHFW���QRW�IRU�DOO�PDQNLQG�
3DXO�VDLG��³*RG�KDWK�PDGH�KLP�WR�EH�VLQ�HQT�WU´��³*RG�FRPPHQGHWK
KLV�ORYH�VQYCTF�WU´��³&KULVW�GLHG�HQT�WU´�(2 Cor 5:21; Rom 5:8)��³,I�*RG�EH
HQT�WU��ZKR�FDQ�EH�DJDLQVW�WU"�+H�WKDW�VSDUHG�QRW�KLV�RZQ�6RQ��EXW
GHOLYHUHG�KLP�XS�HQT�WU�CNN��KRZ�VKDOO�KH�QRW�ZLWK�KLP�DOVR�IUHHO\�JLYH
WU�DOO�WKLQJV"�:KR�VKDOO�OD\�DQ\�WKLQJ�WR�WKH�FKDUJH�RI�God�s elect"´
³:KR�VKDOO�VHSDUDWH�WU�IURP�WKH�ORYH�RI�&KULVW"´�(Rom 8:31-35)��7KHVH
HSLVWOHV�ZHUH�QRW�SXEOLVKHG�IRU�VJG�IGPGTCN�RWDNKE�LQ�WKH�QHZVSDSHUV�
7KH\�ZHUH�URGEKHKECNN[�ZULWWHQ�VQ�UCKPVU��WKH�³DGNQXGF�QH�)QF´�DW�5RPH�
DQG�³VJG�EJWTEJ�QH�)QF´�DW�&RULQWK²the elect of God�²³WU�CNN�´

D.S




