
A sovereign god � a rock of refuge
$OO�VRUWV�RI�EHOLWWOLQJ�QRWLRQV�DERXW�*RG�DERXQG��\RX¶YH�SUREDEO\

KHDUG�RIWHQ��³*RG�FDQ�RQO\�GR�ZKDW�\RX�OHW�KLP�GR´��³:RQ¶W�\RX�OHW
*RG�KDYH�KLV�ZD\�LQ�\RXU�OLIH"´�:KHUH�GR�WKHVH�LGHDV�FRPH�IURP"²
WKLV�SRUWUD\DO�RI�*RG�DV�WKRXJK�KH¶V�ZHDN��GLVDSSRLQWHG��DQG�HYHQ
IUXVWUDWHG�E\�PDQ��VRPH�KHOSOHVV�ROG�JUDQGIDWKHU�ZKR¶V�GRLQJ�WKH
EHVW�WKDW�KH�FDQ��)RONV�LPDJLQH�KLP�DV�MXVW�C�ITGCV�DKI�OCP²³WKRX
WKRXJKWHVW�WKDW�,�ZDV�DOWRJHWKHU�VXFK�DQ�RQH�DV�WK\VHOI�´�(Psalm 50:21)�
6LQFH�ZH�NQRZ�WKH�%LEOH�GRHVQ¶W�WDON�OLNH�WKLV��WKH�TXHVWLRQ�LV��:KHUH
GR�WKHVH�SKRQ\�FRQFHSWV�RI�*RG�FRPH�IURP"�7KH\�VWHP�IURP�D�ODFN
RI�³EDVLF�WUDLQLQJ´�LQ�RXU�FKXUFKHV�WRGD\�RQ�the Sovereignty of God�
,I�ZH�VHW�IRUWK�*RG�DV�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�GR²D�WULXPSKDQW��JORULRXV�NLQJ
ZKR�UXOHV�RYHU�DOO�WKLQJV�PDMHVWLFDOO\²WKHQ�WKRVH�XQGHU�RXU�FDUH
ZLOO�EH�UJGNVGTGF�IURP�WKH�RQVODXJKW�RI�VXFK�ZLGHVSUHDG�LJQRUDQFH�

:KDW�*RG�VD\V�DERXW�KLPVHOI�LQ�WKH�:RUG�QHHGV�WR�EH�KHDUG²³,
DP�*RG��DQG�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�HOVH��,�DP�*RG��DQG�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�OLNH�PH�
GHFODULQJ�WKH�HQG�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��DQG�IURP�DQFLHQW�WLPHV�WKH
WKLQJV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�\HW�GRQH��VD\LQJ��0\�FRXQVHO�VKDOO�VWDQG��DQG�,
ZLOO�GR�DOO�P\�SOHDVXUH�´�(Isaiah 46:9,10)��7KLV�LV�D�SUHYDOHQW�WKHPH�DOO
WKURXJK�WKH�%LEOH�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�VRXQG�RXW��³7KH�/RUG�EULQJHWK�WKH
FRXQVHO� RI� WKH� KHDWKHQ� WR� QRXJKW�� KH�PDNHWK� WKH� GHYLFHV� RI� WKH
SHRSOH�RI�QRQH�HIIHFW��7KH�FRXQVHO�RI�WKH�/RUG�VWDQGHWK�IRU�HYHU��WKH
WKRXJKWV� RI� KLV� KHDUW� WR� DOO� JHQHUDWLRQV�´� (Psalm 33:10,11)�� 7KLV� LV�QRW
VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�VKRXOG�EH�EDVKIXO�DERXW��2XU�*RG�UXOHV�ZLWK�D�PLJKW\
KDQG��DQG�ZH�VKRXOG�EH�FRPIRUWHG�E\�WKLV�IDFW��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�ZKLOH
³WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�GHYLFHV�LQ�D�PDQ¶V�KHDUW��PGXGTVJGNGUU�WKH�FRXQVHO�RI
WKH�/RUG��WKDW�VKDOO�VWDQG´�(Prov 19:21)��³DQG�ZKDW�KLV�VRXO�GHVLUHWK��HYHQ
WKDW�KH�GRHWK´ (Job 23:13)��7KLV�LV�QRW�D�WUDLW�DERXW�*RG�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG
IHHO�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�WR�GHIHQG�RU�PDNH�DQ�DSRORJ\�IRU²6JKU�KU�)QF�²
$OZD\V�JORULRXV��DQG�DOWRJHWKHU�YLFWRULRXV��7KH�/RUG�UHLJQHWK�

:LWK�DOO�WKH�ZLFNHGQHVV�WKDW�JRHV�RQ�DOO�DURXQG�XV�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG�
ZH�RXJKW�WR�RIWHQ�UHPLQG�RXUVHOYHV�RI�WKH�DEVROXWH�FRQWURO�WKDW�*RG
KDV�QXGT�VJG�YKEMGF��7KH�6FULSWXUHV�DUH�WKHUH�WR�ERRVW�RXU�KHDUWV�DQG
HQFRXUDJH�XV�LQ�ZKDWHYHU�LW�LV�WKDW�ZH�UXQ�LQWR²³VR�WKDW�ZH�PD\
EROGO\�VD\��7KH�/RUG�LV�P\�KHOSHU��,�ZLOO�QRW�IHDU�ZKDW�PDQ�VKDOO�GR
XQWR�PH´�(Heb 13:6)��*RG�LV�DEOH�WR�TGUVTCKP�WKH�ZLFNHG�DQG�RTGXGPV�WKHP
IURP�GRLQJ�WKDW�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�QDWXUDOO\�LQFOLQHG�WR�GR��5HPHPEHU
KRZ�$ELPHOHFK� WRRN�6DUDK�DZD\�IURP�$EUDKDP"�:KDW�NHSW�KLP
IURP�IXOILOOLQJ�KLV�OXVWIXO�GHVLUHV"�*RG�VDLG��³IRU�,�DOVR�YKVJJGNF�WKHH
IURP�VLQQLQJ�DJDLQVW�PH��WKHUHIRUH�VXIIHUHG�,�WKHH�PQV�WR�WRXFK�KHU´
(Gen 20:6)��7KH�ZLFNHG�QPN[�WRXFK�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�ZLWK�*RG¶V�SHUPLVVLRQ�
5HPHPEHU�WKH�-HZV�WKUHH�DQQXDO�IHVWLYDOV�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�WR�DWWHQG�CV
,GTWUCNGO!�:KDW�GLG�*RG�VD\�WR�WKHP�VR�WKH\�ZRXOGQ¶W�ZRUU\�DERXW
OHDYLQJ�WKHLU�KRPHV�OLNH�WKDW"²³PGKVJGT�UJCNN�CP[�OCP�FGUKTG�VJ[�NCPF�
ZKHQ�WKRX�VKDOW�JR�XS�WR�DSSHDU�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�WK\�*RG´�(Exod 34:24)�
'XULQJ�WKRVH�WLPHV��*RG�SURPLVHG�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�TGUVTCKP�VJG�EQXGVQWU
FGUKTGU�RI�WKHLU�SDJDQ�QHLJKERUV��,PDJLQH�WKDW��'R�WKHVH�H[DPSOHV
SRUWUD\�D�*RG�YJQ�ECP�QPN[�FQ�YJCV�C�RGTUQP�NGVU�JKO�FQ!�7KDW¶V�DEVXUG�

:KHQ�*RG�ZRXOG�KDYH�KLV�WHPSOH�UHEXLOW��LQ�IXOILOOPHQW�RI�WKH
SURSKHF\�LQ�-HUHPLDK��KH�WRRN�D�ZLFNHG�DQG�D�SDJDQ�NLQJ��DQG�EQPVTCT[
WR�KLV�QDWXUDO�LQFOLQDWLRQ��³WKH�/RUG�UVKTTGF�WR�VJG�URKTKV�RI�Cyrus�king
of Persia,�WKDW�KH�PDGH�D�SURFODPDWLRQ�WKURXJKRXW�DOO�KLV�NLQJGRP´
LQ�IDYRU�RI�UHEXLOGLQJ�WKH�WHPSOH�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�(Ezra 1:1)��7KH�/RUG�FDQ
UQHVGP�DQ\�PDQ¶V�KHDUW�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�KLV�SXUSRVHV��King Artaxerxes,
ZKR�DLGHG�WKH�-HZV�LQ�WKLV�VDPH�ZRUN��LV�DQRWKHU�SULPH�H[DPSOH�
(]UD�VDLG��³%OHVVHG�EH�WKH�/RUG�*RG�RI�RXU�IDWKHUV��ZKLFK�JCVJ�RWV
UWEJ�C�VJKPI�CU�VJKU�KP�VJG�MKPI¶U�JGCTV��WR�EHDXWLI\�WKH�KRXVH�RI�WKH�/RUG
ZKLFK�LV�LQ�-HUXVDOHP´�(Ezra 7:27)��7KH�/RUG�GLGQ¶W�DVN�IRU�SHUPLVVLRQ
IURP�HLWKHU�RI�WKHVH�WZR�NLQJV��RU�FRXQVHO�ZLWK�WKHP�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�
:K\"�EHFDXVH�³WKH�NLQJ¶V�KHDUW�LV�LQ�WKH�KDQG�RI�WKH�/RUG��DV�WKH
ULYHUV�RI�ZDWHU��JG�VWTPGVJ�KV�YJKVJGTUQGXGT�JG�YKNN´�(Prov 21:1)��

7KH�%LEOH�LV�IXOO�RI�WKLV��The Sovereignty of God�LV�VHW�RQ�GLVSOD\
IRU�DOO�WR�VHH²IRU�VJG�TKIJVGQWU�WR�WDNH�FRPIRUW�LQ��DQG�IRU�VJG�YKEMGF
WR�WUHPEOH�EHIRUH��/HW�FRPH�ZKDW�PD\��*RG¶V�SHRSOH�KDYH�D�UHIXJH
KHUH�WKDW�LV�XQVXUSDVVHG��7KH�ULJKWHRXV�FDQ�UHVW�RQ�WKLV�URFN��LW�ZLOO
PQV�OQXG�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�DGYHUVLW\��/HW�HYLO�EHIDOO�WKHP�²WKH\�NQRZ
WKDW�)QF¶U�RWTRQUG�LV�EHKLQG�LW��DQG�WKDW�JKU�JCPF�LV�GLUHFWLQJ�LW�²DOO
IRU�WKHLU�JRRG�DQG�KLV�JORU\��:K\�GR�\RX�WKLQN�the story of Joseph
WDNHV�XS�VR�PXFK�RI�WKH�ERRN�RI�*HQHVLV"�WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�QRW�OKUU�VJG
OGUUCIG��DQG�WKDW�ZH�PD\�NQRZ��WKDW�DOWKRXJK�HYHU\WKLQJ�PD\�VHHP
WR�UKFG�FQYP�²WKH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI�*RG¶V�SXUSRVH�LV�EGTVCKP�WR�FRPH
VKLQLQJ�WKURXJK��$QG�ZKDW�-RVHSK�VDLG�WKHUH�DW�WKH�HQG�LV�WR�EH�DQ
HYHUODVWLQJ� VQYGT�QH�UVTGPIVJ�WR�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�²³%XW�DV�IRU�\RX��\H
WKRXJKW�HYLO�DJDLQVW�PH��but God meant it unto good,�WR�EULQJ�WR�SDVV�
DV�LW� LV� WKLV�GD\��WR�VDYH�PXFK�SHRSOH�DOLYH´�(Gen 50:20)��$QG�*RG¶V
SHRSOH�³MPQY�WKDW�all things work together for good�WR�WKHP�WKDW�ORYH
*RG��WR�WKHP�ZKR�DUH�WKH�FDOOHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�SXUSRVH´�(Rom 8.28)�
7KLV�SURPLVH�ZRXOG�EH�WVVGTN[�YQTVJNGUU�WR�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�LI�*RG�ZHUH
QRW� LQ�absolute sovereign control�RI�HYHU\�VLQJOH�WKLQJ�WKDW�FRPHV
LQWR�WKHLU�OLYHV��:KDWHYHU�LW�LV��WKH\�NQRZ²³)QF�OGCPV�KV�WPVQ�IQQF�´
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