
PDNH� WKHH� WR� HDW� JUDVV� DV� R[HQ�� DQG� VHYHQ
WLPHV� VKDOO� SDVV� RYHU� WKHH�� XQWLO� WKRX�NQRZ
WKDW�WKH�PRVW�+LJK�UXOHWK�LQ�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI
PHQ�� DQG� JLYHWK� LW� WR�ZKRPVRHYHU� KH�ZLOO�
7KH�VDPH�KRXU�ZDV�WKH�WKLQJ�IXOILOOHG�XSRQ
1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�� DQG� KH� ZDV� GULYHQ� IURP
PHQ��DQG�GLG�HDW�JUDVV�DV�R[HQ��DQG�KLV�ERG\
ZDV�ZHW�ZLWK�WKH�GHZ�RI �KHDYHQ��WLOO�KLV�KDLUV
ZHUH�JURZQ�OLNH�HDJOHV·�IHDWKHUV��DQG�KLV�QDLOV
OLNH�ELUGV·�FODZVµ�(vv31-33)��7RGD\�SHRSOH�VD\�
´2K��*RG�ZRXOG�QHYHU�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�DV�FUXHO
DV�WKDW��*RG�LV�D�*RG�RI �ORYH�µ�%XW�WKH�WUXWK
LV�� WKLV� WUHDWPHQW� ZDV� WKH� HVVHQWLDO� PHDQV
QHFHVVDU\�WR�EULQJ�WKLV�SURXG�NLQJ�WR�D�NQRZO�
HGJH�RI�*RG��6R�LW�ZDV�D�YHU\�JUDFLRXV�DFW�
God�s Sovereignty Gladly Acknowledged

´$QG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI �WKH�GD\V�,�1HEXFKDG�
QH]]DU�OLIWHG�XS�PLQH�H\HV�XQWR�KHDYHQ��DQG
PLQH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�UHWXUQHG�XQWR�PH��DQG�,
EOHVVHG� WKH� PRVW� +LJK�� DQG� ,� SUDLVHG� DQG
KRQRUHG�KLP�WKDW�OLYHWK�IRU�HYHUµ�(v34)��7KHUH
DUH� WKUHH�WKLQJV� LQ�WKLV�YHUVH�WKDW�DOZD\V�JR
WRJHWKHU�� DQG� WKH\� DOZD\V� IROORZ� WKH� VDPH
RUGHU���(1)�$�ULJKW�YLHZ�RI�*RG³´,…OLIWHG
XS�PLQH�H\HV�µ� (2)�$�ULJKW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI
UHDOLW\³´0LQH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�UHWXUQHG�µ�(3)
$� ULJKW� DWWLWXGH� RI � ZRUVKLS³´,� EOHVVHG…

SUDLVHG�DQG�KRQRUHG�µ
7KH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�VKRZV�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�FKDSWHU

RI� 5RPDQV� WKH� H[DFW� RSSRVLWH�� ,QVWHDG� RI
ORRNLQJ�XS�WR�*RG��3DXO�VD\V�WKDW�PHQ�KDYH�
(1)�GHOLEHUDWHO\�WXUQHG�WKHLU�H\HV�DZD\�IURP
*RG� DQG� UHMHFWHG� KLV� UHYHODWLRQ� (Rom 1:18-20)�
(2)� 7KHLU� IRROLVK� KHDUWV� ZHUH� GDUNHQHG� EH�
FDXVH�WKHLU�PLQG�KDG�EHFRPH�YDLQ��DQG�OLNH
1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�� WKH\� ZHUH� JLYHQ� RYHU� WR
VHQVHOHVV� LQVDQLW\� LQ�PRUDOLW\� DQG� OLIH� VW\OH
(Rom 1:21-32)���(3)�7KH\�UHIXVHG� WR�JORULI\�*RG
DQG�JLYH�KLP�WKDQNV��EXW�LQVWHDG�WKH\�H[DOWHG
WKH� FUHDWXUH� DQG� ERDVWHG� DERXW� WKHPVHOYHV
DQG� WKHLU� RZQ� SRZHU� (Rom 1:21,22)�� (LWKHU� WKH
WKUHH�WKLQJV�LQ�1HEXFKDGQH]]DU·V�H[SHULHQFH
RU� WKH� WKUHH� WKLQJV� LQ� 5RPDQV� ZLOO� DOZD\V
RFFXU�� (YHU\� SHUVRQ� ILWV� RQH� RI � WKHVH� WZR
GHVFULSWLRQV��7KHUH�LV�QR�QHXWUDOLW\�

God�s Sovereignty Described
(1)� 7KH� VXSHULRULW\� RI � KLV� NLQJGRP³

´:KRVH�GRPLQLRQ� LV� DQ�HYHUODVWLQJ�GRPLQ�
LRQ��DQG�KLV�NLQJGRP�LV� IURP�JHQHUDWLRQ�WR
JHQHUDWLRQµ�(Dan 4:34b)�� (2)�7KH�LQVLJQLILFDQFH
RI�KLV�FUHDWXUHV³´$OO�WKH�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�WKH
HDUWK�DUH�UHSXWHG�DV�QRWKLQJµ�(v35a)�� (3)�7KH
VRYHUHLJQW\�RI �KLV�ZLOO³´+H�GRHWK�DFFRUGLQJ

WR�KLV�ZLOO�LQ�WKH�DUP\�RI�KHDYHQ��DQG�DPRQJ
WKH� LQKDELWDQWV� RI � WKH� HDUWK�� DQG� QRQH� FDQ
VWD\�KLV�KDQG��RU�VD\�XQWR�KLP��:KDW�GRHVW
WKRX"µ� (v35b)�� (4)� 7KH� FHUWDLQW\� RI � KLV� SXU�
SRVHV³´$W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH� P\� UHDVRQ� UH�
WXUQHG� XQWR� PH�� DQG� IRU� WKH� JORU\� RI� P\
NLQJGRP�� PLQH� KRQRU� DQG� EULJKWQHVV� UH�
WXUQHG�XQWR�PH��DQG�P\�FRXQVHOORUV�DQG�P\
ORUGV�VRXJKW�XQWR�PH��DQG�,�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG
LQ�P\� NLQJGRP�� DQG� H[FHOOHQW�PDMHVW\�ZDV
DGGHG�XQWR�PHµ�(v36)�� (5)�7KH�VXSUHPDF\�RI
KLV�SHUVRQ³´1RZ�,�1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�SUDLVH
DQG� H[WRO� DQG� KRQRU� WKH� .LQJ� RI � KHDYHQµ
(v37a)�� (6)�7KH� VLQJOHQHVV� RI� KLV� FKDUDFWHU³
´$OO� ZKRVH� ZRUNV� DUH� WUXWK�� DQG� KLV� ZD\V
MXGJPHQWµ�(v37b)��(7)�7KH�VWUHQJWK�RI �KLV�SRVL�
WLRQ³´$QG�WKRVH�WKDW�ZDON�LQ�SULGH�KH�LV�DEOH
WR�DEDVHµ�(v37c)�

That is our sovereign God��7KDW� LV� WKH
*RG�RI�WKH�%LEOH��*RG�FDQ�GR�any thing�KH
ZDQWV�WR�GR��any time�KH�ZDQWV�WR�GR�LW��any
way�KH�ZDQWV� WR�GR� LW�� IRU�any purpose�KH
ZDQWV�WR�DFFRPSOLVK��´$Q\�WKLQJ��DQ\�WLPH�
DQ\�ZD\µ�LQFOXGHV�DQ\�DQG�HYHU\�SHUVRQ��DV
ZHOO�DV�DOO�HYHQWV��0RUH�VSHFLILFDOO\��LW�DFWXDOO\
PHDQV�\RX�DQG�PH�DQG�DOO�RI �RXU�ORYHG�RQHV
DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�SHUWDLQV�WR�XV��1RUPDOO\�
WKLV� WUXWK� ZRXOG� EH� OHDUQHG� DW� FRQYHUVLRQ�
+RZHYHU��ZLWK� WKH�FXUUHQW�GLVWRUWLRQ�RI �WKH
JRVSHO�RI �JUDFH�LQ�PRGHUQ�HYDQJHOLVP��PDQ\
VLQFHUH�&KULVWLDQV�DUH� LJQRUDQW�RI � WKLV�DZH�
VRPH�IDFW³´+H�GRHWK�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�ZLOO
LQ�WKH�DUP\�RI �KHDYHQ��DQG�DPRQJ�WKH�LQKDEL�
WDQWV� RI� WKH� HDUWK�� DQG� QRQH� FDQ� VWD\� KLV
KDQG��RU�VD\�XQWR�KLP��:KDW�GRHVW�WKRX"µ�(Dan
4:35b)�� +RZ� WKH� PDVVHV� WRGD\� QHHG� WR� EH
UHDFKHG� ZLWK� WKLV� *RG�KRQRULQJ� DQG� PDQ�
KXPEOLQJ�WUXWK��0RVW�SHRSOH·V�YLHZ�RI�*RG�
WKRXJK�� LV� WKDW� KH·V� QR� PRUH� WKDQ� D� ´%LJ
0DQ�µ�*RG�KLPVHOI �VDLG��´7KRX�WKRXJKWHVW
WKDW�,�ZDV�DOWRJHWKHU�VXFK�DQ�RQH�DV�WK\VHOIµ
(Psalm 50:21)��7KLV�LV�WKH�WURXEOH�WRGD\³SHRSOH·V
FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�*RG�LV�WRR�KXPDQ�

God�s Sovereignty Over All Things
´)RU� RI� KLP�� DQG� WKURXJK� KLP�� DQG� WR

KLP��DUH�all things:�WR�ZKRP�EH�JORU\�IRU�HYHU�
$PHQµ� (Rom 11:36)�� 7KHUH� DUH� WKUHH� GLIIHUHQW
*UHHN�SUHSRVLWLRQV�LQ�WKLV�YHUVH��7KH\�VKRZ
WKH�WUXWK�RI �*RG·V�DEVROXWH�DQG�WRWDO�VRYHU�
HLJQW\�RYHU�DOO�WKLQJV��7KH�YHUVH�VWDWHV�WKDW�DOO
WKLQJV��ZLWKRXW�DQ\�H[FHSWLRQ��DUH�� (1)�´RIµ
*RG³WKH�*UHHN�LV�HN�DQG�PHDQV�´RXW�RI��RU
RXW�IURP�µ� (2)�´WKURXJKµ�*RG³WKH�*UHHN�LV

GLD�DQG�PHDQV�´E\�PHDQV�RI��RU�EHFDXVH�RI�µ
(3)�´WRµ�*RG³WKH� *UHHN� LV� HLV� DQG� PHDQV
´LQWR�µ� ,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��DOO� WKLQJV�KDYH� WKHLU
VRXUFH�LQ�*RG·V�GHFUHHV�RU�SXUSRVHV��DQG�DOO
WKLQJV�WKDW�KDSSHQ�GR�VR�RQO\�EHFDXVH�*RG·V
SRZHU�KDV�EURXJKW�WKHP�WR�SDVV��DQG�ILQDOO\�
HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�*RG�SODQV�DQG�WKHQ�EULQJV�WR
SDVV�ZLOO�XOWLPDWHO\�EULQJ�JORU\�WR�KLP�VLQFH
WKH\�DOO�PRYH�LQWR�KLP�RU�XQWR�KLP�DV�WKHLU
ILQDO�HQG��7KDW·V�WKH�ELEOLFDO�WUXWK�DERXW�RXU
VRYHUHLJQ�*RG��7KH�UHVSRQVH�RI�IDLWK�LV�QRW�
KRZHYHU��WR�JULW�RXU�WHHWK�DQG�VXEPLW�WR�WKLV
WUXWK�EHFDXVH�*RG�LV�VWURQJHU�WKDQ�ZH�DUH�DQG
ZH�FDQ�GR�QRWKLQJ�DERXW�LW��LPSO\LQJ�WKDW�ZH
ZRXOG� LI � ZH� FRXOG��� 1R�� WKH� FKLOG� RI� *RG
ERZV�KLV�KHDG�LQ�ZRUVKLS��DQG�VD\V�ZLWK�WKH
DSRVWOH�3DXO��´7R�ZKRP�EH�JORU\�IRUHYHU�µ

7KH�HVVHQFH�RI �WUXH�UHSHQWDQFH�DQG�IDLWK
LV�FRQILGHQW�VXUUHQGHU� WR�*RG�DV�DEVROXWHO\
VRYHUHLJQ�� 7KH� 3VDOPLVW� SXW� LW� EHDXWLIXOO\
ZKHQ� KH� VDLG�� ´0\� WLPHV� DUH� LQ� WK\�KDQGµ
(Psalm 31:15)��*RG�ZRXOG�HQFRXUDJH�XV�ZLWK�WKHVH
ZRUGV��´%H�VWLOO��DQG�NQRZ�WKDW� ,�DP�*RGµ
(Psalm 46:10)��7KH�FRQWHVW� VLQFH� WKH�*DUGHQ�RI
(GHQ�KDV�EHHQ��́ :KR�LV�UHDOO\�*RG"µ�$UH�ZH
WKH�PDVWHU�RI �RXU�RZQ�IDWH��RXU�RZQ�JRG"�2U
LV�WKH�*RG�ZKR�´PDGH�WKH�KHDYHQV�DQG�WKH
HDUWKµ� UHDOO\� WKH� VRYHUHLJQ� 5XOHU� RI � HYHU\�
WKLQJ³LQFOXGLQJ�\RX�DQG�PH"

7KH�&KULVWLDQ� IDLWK� LQYROYHV� VXEPLVVLRQ
WR�WKH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI�*RG�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV³´$QG
ZH� NQRZ� WKDW� all things� ZRUN� WRJHWKHU� IRU
JRRG�WR�WKHP�WKDW�ORYH�*RG��WR�WKHP�ZKR�DUH
WKH�FDOOHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�SXUSRVHµ�(Rom 8:28)�
7KLV� SURPLVH� LV� DV� WUXH� DV�*RG� KLPVHOI�� ,W
HQDEOHV�EHOLHYHUV�WR�ERZ�WR�*RG·V�ZLOO�LQ�DOO
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI� WKHLU� OLYHV� LQ�ZRUVKLS�DQG
SUDLVH�WR�KLP��,W�LV�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�XV�WR�OHDUQ�DW
FRQYHUVLRQ�WKDW�D�OLIH�RI �IDLWK�LV�QRWKLQJ�OHVV
WKDQ� MR\IXOO\� JLYLQJ� XS�� DQG� DGPLWWLQJ� WKDW
*RG�LV�*RG��7KH�NH\�ZRUG�KHUH�LV�´MR\IXOO\�µ
$�EHOLHYHU�GRHV�QRW�JUXGJLQJO\�DFNQRZOHGJH
WKDW�*RG�LV�VRYHUHLJQ��KH�GRHV�VR�ZLWK�MR\�DQG
FRQILGHQFH�� /HW·V� WXUQ� QRZ� WR� IRXU� VSHFLILF
DUHDV�RI�*RG·V�VRYHUHLJQW\�

God�s Sovereignty in Creation
*RG�ZDV� VRYHUHLJQ� LQ� FUHDWLRQ��+H� GLG

QRW�FUHDWH�IURP�QHFHVVLW\��EXW�IURP�KLV�RZQ
LPSHULDO� SOHDVXUH�� $QG� LQ� FUHDWLQJ�� KH� ZDV
IUHH�WR�FUHDWH�ZKDWHYHU�KH�SOHDVHG��+H�GLG�QRW
FUHDWH� IRU� WKH� VDNH�RI� FUHDWXUHV�� EXW� IRU� KLV
RZQ�VDNH��́ 7KH�/RUG�KDWK�PDGH�DOO�WKLQJV�IRU
KLPVHOI��\HD��HYHQ�WKH�ZLFNHG�IRU�WKH�GD\�RI

HYLOµ�(Prov 16:4)��´7KRX�DUW�ZRUWK\��2�/RUG��WR
UHFHLYH�JORU\�DQG�KRQRU…IRU�WKRX�KDVW�FUH�
DWHG�DOO�WKLQJV��DQG�IRU�WK\�SOHDVXUH�WKH\�DUH
DQG�ZHUH�FUHDWHGµ�(Rev 4:11)�

God�s Sovereignty in Administration
*RG�LV�WKH�VRYHUHLJQ�5XOHU�LQ�KLV�XQLYHUVH�

+H�LV�LQ�FRQWURO�RI �DOO�WKLQJV�DQG�DOO�PHQ��RI
6DWDQ�DQG�DOO�GHPRQV��+H�UXOHV�HYHU\ZKHUH
DV�LW�VHHPHWK�JRRG�WR�KLPVHOI��+H�VHHNV�FRXQ�
VHO�IURP�QRQH��+H�FRQWUROV�DQG�GLUHFWV�LQ�WKH
UHDOP�RI�QDWXUH��*RG·V�:RUG�UDUHO\�HYHU�XVHV
WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ��´LW� UDLQV�µ� ,W� VSHDNV�RI �*RG
VHQGLQJ�UDLQ�(Matt 5:45; Acts 14:17)��7KH�%LEOH�GRHV
QRW�DVFULEH�WKH�UHFXUULQJ�VHDVRQV�WR�WKH�ODZV
RI�QDWXUH��LW�VD\V�WKDW�*RG�FKDQJHWK�WKH�WLPHV
DQG�WKH�VHDVRQV�(Dan 2:21)��-RE�GLG�QRW�WDON�DERXW
KLV�GLVHDVH�DV�WKH�FDXVH�RI �GHDWK��EXW�ORRNHG
XS�WR�*RG��DQG�VDLG��´,�NQRZ�WKDW�WKRX�ZLOW
EULQJ�PH�WR�GHDWK��DQG�WR�WKH�KRXVH�DSSRLQWHG
IRU�DOO�OLYLQJµ�(Job 30:23)�

$QG� WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�RI
*RG·V� FRQWURO� RYHU�� DQG� GLUHFWLRQ� RI�� LUUD�
WLRQDO�FUHDWXUHV��+H�VKXW� WKH�PRXWKV�RI � WKH
OLRQV�VR�WKDW�'DQLHO�ZDV�QRW�KXUW�(Dan 6:22)��+H
GLUHFWHG�WKH�FRFN�WR�FURZ�MXVW�ZKHQ�KH�VDLG�LW
ZRXOG� (Mark 14:30,68-72)�� +H� FDXVHG� WKH� FRZV�
FRQWUDU\� WR� QDWXUDO� LQVWLQFW�� WR� OHDYH� WKHLU
FDOYHV�DQG�JR�VWUDLJKW�WR�WKH�ERUGHU�RI �,VUDHO
ZLWK�WKH�DUN�RI�*RG�(1 Sam 6:12)�

*RG�DOVR�FRQWUROV�PHQ��DOO�PHQ�ZKHWKHU
JRRG�RU�EDG��LQGLYLGXDOO\�RU�FROOHFWLYHO\��+H
H[HUWV�XSRQ�WKH�ZLFNHG�D�UHVWUDLQLQJ�SRZHU�
+H�GRHVQ·W�DOORZ�WKHP�WR�GR�DOO�WKDW�WKHLU�HYLO
QDWXUH�ZRXOG� OHDG�WKHP�WR�GR��*RG�VDLG�WR
$ELPHOHFK�� ´,� DOVR�ZLWKKHOG� WKHH� IURP� VLQ�
QLQJ�DJDLQVW�PH��WKHUHIRUH�VXIIHUHG�,�WKHH�QRW
WR�WRXFK�KHUµ�(Gen 20:6)��+RZ�RIWHQ�WRGD\�PHQ
VD\� WKDW� *RG�ZLOO� QRW� LQIULQJH� XSRQ�PDQ·V
´IUHH�ZLOO�µ�%XW�LI �*RG�KDG�QRW�FRQWUROOHG�WKH
ZLOO�RI �$ELPHOHFK��WKDW�KHDWKHQ�NLQJ�ZRXOG
KDYH�KDUPHG�6DUDK��́ 7KH�NLQJ·V�KHDUW�LV�LQ�WKH
KDQG�RI �WKH�/RUG��DV�WKH�ULYHUV�RI�ZDWHU��KH
WXUQHWK�LW�ZKLWKHUVRHYHU�KH�ZLOOµ�(Prov 21:1)��*RG
ZDV� FRQWUROOLQJ� DQG� GLUHFWLQJ� WKH� ZLOO� RI
&\UXV��NLQJ�RI�3HUVLD��ZKHQ�KH�RUGHUHG�WKH
EXLOGLQJ� RI� WKH� WHPSOH� DW� -HUXVDOHP� (Ezra 1)�
*RG�ZDV�FRQWUROOLQJ�DQG�GLUHFWLQJ�7LWXV�DQG
KLV�DUP\�LQ�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI �-HUXVDOHP��\HD�
WKH\�DUH�FDOOHG�´KLV�DUPLHVµ�(Matt 22:1-7)�

God�s Sovereignty in Physical Healing
0DQ\�SUHFLRXV�EHOLHYHUV�WRGD\�DUH�IDOVHO\

WDXJKW�WKDW�LW�LV�DOZD\V�*RG·V�ZLOO�WR�KHDO³
SDUWLFXODUO\� E\� WKRVH� ZKR� SRVH� DV� ´GLYLQH



KHDOHUV�µ�%RWK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�DQG�H[SHULHQFH
VKRZ�XV�WKDW�*RG�PD\�XVH�SK\VLFDO�DIIOLFWLRQV
IRU� UHILQLQJ�� FRUUHFWLQJ�� DQG� FKDVWHQLQJ� KLV
FKLOGUHQ�(Heb 12:3-11; Job 23:10; Psalm 119:65,67,68,71; John
15:2; 1 Pet 1:6,7)��*RG·V�:RUG�WHDFKHV�WKDW�KH�FDQ
KHDO�DQ\RQH�� DQ\WLPH�� EXW� WKDW� KH�GRHV�QRW
KHDO�HYHU\RQH��HYHU\�WLPH��+H�LV�VRYHUHLJQ�DV
WR�ZKRP�KH�KHDOV�

7KH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�OHDUQHG�WKLV�WUXWK�ZKHQ
*RG�H[SODLQHG�ZK\�KLV�WKULFH�UHSHDWHG�SUD\HU
IRU� SHUVRQDO� KHDOLQJ� ZDV� QRW� JUDQWHG� (2 Cor
12:1-10)��DQG�DOVR��ZKHQ�RQH�RI �3DXO·V�IDLWKIXO
KHOSHUV�� 7URSKLPXV�� ZDV� XQDEOH� WR� DFFRP�
SDQ\�KLP�EHFDXVH�RI�VLFNQHVV�(2 Tim 4:20)��$QG
KLV�SUHVFULSWLRQ�WR�DLOLQJ�7LPRWK\�ZDV��´8VH
D�OLWWOH�ZLQH�IRU�WK\�VWRPDFK·V�VDNH�DQG�WKLQH
RIWHQ�LQILUPLWLHVµ�(1 Tim 5:23)��:KHQ�ZH�SUD\�IRU
KHDOLQJ�IRU�RXUVHOYHV�RU�IRU�RWKHUV��ZH�PXVW
QHYHU�IRUJHW�WKDW�VXFK�KHDOLQJ�LV�DOZD\V�*RG·V
SUHURJDWLYH�EDVHG�XSRQ�ZKDW�KH�NQRZV�LV�EHVW
IRU�HDFK�RI �KLV�FKLOGUHQ��*RG�KHDOV�ZKRP�DQG
ZKHQ�DQG�KRZ�KH�SOHDVHV��:H�PXVW�OHDUQ�WR
SUD\��´/RUG��LI �WKRX�ZLOW�WKRX�FDQVW�KHDO�PH�µ
,W�PD\�EH�KLV�ZLOO�IRU�\RX�WR�UHPDLQ�VLFN��IRU
\RXU�JRRG�DQG�IRU�KLV�JORU\��,W�PD\�EH�KLV�ZLOO
IRU�WKDW�́ WKRUQ�LQ�WKH�IOHVKµ�WR�UHPDLQ��WKDW�KH
PD\�UHFHLYH�DOO�WKH�SUDLVH�IRU�WKH�VXIILFLHQF\
RI�KLV�JUDFH�(2 Cor 12:7-9)�

God�s Sovereignty in Salvation
%\�WKLV�ZH�PHDQ�WKDW�*RG�ZDV�XQGHU�QR

REOLJDWLRQ�WR�VDYH�KLV�UHEHOOLRXV�FUHDWXUHV��+LV
SXUSRVH�WR�VDYH�ZDV�HQWLUHO\�IUHH�WR�WKH�SUDLVH
RI�KLV�JORULRXV�JUDFH��7KH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI�*RG
LQ�VDOYDWLRQ�DOVR�PHDQV�WKDW�*RG�VDYHV�ZKRP
KH�SOHDVHV³´,�ZLOO�KDYH�PHUF\�RQ�ZKRP�,
ZLOO�KDYH�PHUF\µ�(Rom 9:15)��7KH�ODVW�YHVWLJH�RI
ROG�$GDP�WKDW�ZH�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�JLYH�XS�LV�RXU
IDQFLHG�´IUHH�ZLOO�µ� 7KH�JUHDWHVW�REVWDFOH� LQ
PDQ·V� FRQYHUVLRQ� LV�KLV�EHOLHI � WKDW�KLV�´IUHH
ZLOOµ�DORQH�GHWHUPLQHV�KLV�GHVWLQ\��,W·V�WUDJLF
WRGD\� WKDW� VR� PDQ\� VLQFHUH� EXW� PLVJXLGHG
SUHDFKHUV� FRQILUP� WKLV� IROO\� LQ� WKH� VLQQHU·V
KHDUW��7R�WHOO�D�ORVW�PDQ�WKDW�*RG�´KDV�GRQH
DOO�KH�FDQ��DQG�QRZ�LW·V�DOO�XS�WR�\RX�µ�LV�WR
SRLQW�D�VLQQHU�WR�KLV�RZQ�GHSUDYHG�ZLOO�DQG
GHDG�KHDUW�DV� WKH�RQO\�JURXQG�RI �KRSH�� ,W·V
WHOOLQJ�WKH�VLQQHU�WKDW�KLV�ZLOO�LV�VWURQJHU�DQG
PRUH�SRZHUIXO�WKDQ�WKH�$OPLJKW\�

+RZ�FDQ�VLQQHUV�EH�KXPEOHG�EHIRUH�*RG
XQGHU�VXFK�D�PHVVDJH"�:K\�ZRXOG�PHQ�ERZ
DQG�VHHN�JUDFH�IURP�D�*RG�ZKR·V�´GRQH�DOO
KH� FDQµ� DQG� ZKRVH� ´KDQGV� DUH� WLHGµ� XQWLO
VLQIXO�PDQ�GHFLGHV�WR�´OHW�KLP�KDYH�KLV�ZD\µ

LQ� WKHLU� OLIH"� 7KH� %LEOH� NQRZV� RI� QR� VXFK
VFHQDULR��7KH�ZLOO�RI �D�VRYHUHLJQ�*RG�LV�QRW
VXEMHFW�WR�YHWR�E\�KLV�FUHDWXUHV��7KH�*RG�RI
WKH�%LEOH�́ ZRUNHWK�all things�DIWHU�WKH�FRXQVHO
RI�KLV�RZQ�ZLOOµ�(Eph 1:11)��7KH�́ IUHH�ZLOOµ�RI�PDQ
LV�QRW�WR�EH�SUDLVHG�IRU�KLV�VDOYDWLRQ��EXW�WKH
IUHH�ZLOO�RI�*RG³´,W�LV�QRW�RI �KLP�WKDW�ZLOO�
HWK��QRU�RI �KLP�WKDW�UXQQHWK��EXW�RI�*RG�WKDW
VKHZHWK�PHUF\µ�(Rom 9:16)��7KH�´IUHH�ZLOOµ�RI
PDQ�LV�QRW�WKH�FDXVH�RI�KLV�QHZ�ELUWK��EXW�WKH
IUHH�ZLOO�RI�*RG³´7KH�6RQ�TXLFNHQHWK�ZKRP
KH�ZLOO�µ�´2I�KLV�RZQ�ZLOO�EHJDW�KH�XV�µ�´7KH
ZLQG�EORZHWK�ZKHUH�LW�SOHDVHWK…VR�LV�HYHU\
RQH�WKDW�LV�ERUQ�RI �WKH�6SLULWµ³´ZKLFK�ZHUH
ERUQ��QRW�RI�EORRG��QRU�RI�WKH�ZLOO�RI �WKH�IOHVK�
QRU�RI�WKH�ZLOO�RI �PDQ��EXW�RI �*RGµ�(John 1:13;
3:8; 5:21; James 1:18)�

*RG·V�:RUG� OLWHUDOO\� DERXQGV�ZLWK� WKLV
WUXWK�WKDW��Salvation is of the Lord��(Jonah 2:9)�
´+H�VKDOO�VDYH�KLV�SHRSOH�IURP�WKHLU�VLQVµ�(Matt
1:21)��¶¶$OO�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU�JLYHWK�PH�VKDOO�FRPH
WR�PHµ�(John 6:37)�� ¶¶$V�PDQ\�DV�ZHUH�RUGDLQHG
WR�HWHUQDO�OLIH�EHOLHYHGµ�(Acts�13:48)��́ <H�KDYH�QRW
FKRVHQ�PH��EXW�,�KDYH�FKRVHQ�\RXµ�(John 15:16)�
´*RG�KDWK�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�FKRVHQ�\RX�WR
VDOYDWLRQµ� (2 Thess 2:13)�� ´%OHVVHG� LV� WKH� PDQ
ZKRP�WKRX�FKRRVHVW��DQG�FDXVHVW�WR�DSSURDFK
XQWR� WKHHµ� (Psalms 65:4)�� 7KH� 6FULSWXUHV� WHDFK
Free Grace,�QRW�IUHH�ZLOO��7KLV�WUXWK�VKRXOG
ERWK�KXPEOH�XV�DQG�EULQJ� IRUWK� WKH� ORXGHVW
SUDLVHV��*RG�UHPRYHV�WKH�KHDUW�RI �VWRQH�DQG
JLYHV�D�QHZ�KHDUW��+H�JLYHV�VLJKW�WR�WKH�EOLQG�
DQG�OLIH�WR�WKH�GHDG��+H�GHVHUYHV�DOO�WKH�JORU\
DQG�SUDLVH��́ +H�WKDW�JORULHWK��OHW�KLP�JORU\�LQ
WKH�/RUGµ�(1 Cor 1:31)�

6KU�PQV�VJCV�+�FKF�EJQQUG�VJGG�
HQT�.QTF��VJCV�EQWNF�PQV�DG�

6JKU�JGCTV�YQWNF�UVKNN�TGHWUG�VJGG�
JCFUV�VJQW�PQV�EJQUGP�OG�

6YCU�UQXGTGKIP�OGTE[�ECNNGF�OG�
CPF�VCWIJV�O[�QRGPKPI�OKPF�

6JG�YQTNF�JCF�GNUG�GPVJTCNNGF�OG�
VQ�JGCXGPN[�INQTKGU�DNKPF�

8QEHOLHYHUV�JQDVK�WKHLU�WHHWK��DQG�FU\��´,·P
WKH�PDVWHU�RI �P\�RZQ�IDWH��WKH�FDSWDLQ�RI �P\
RZQ�VRXO�µ�7KLV�LV�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI �XQEHOLHI³
GHOLEHUDWH�UHEHOOLRQ�WR�*RG�DV�VRYHUHLJQ��́ :H
ZLOO�QRW�KDYH�WKLV�PDQ�WR�UHLJQ�RYHU�XVµ�(Luke
19:14)��7KDW·V� WKH� UHDO�KHDUW�DWWLWXGH�RI �HYHU\
ORVW�SHUVRQ��7KH�KHDUW�RI �D�VLQQHU·V�UHEHOOLRQ
WR�*RG� LV� WKH� VLQQHU·V� LPSODFDEOH� KDWUHG�RI
*RG·V� VRYHUHLJQ� DXWKRULW\�� DQG� LW� LV� WKH
SUHDFKLQJ� RI� *RG� DV� VRYHUHLJQ� WKDW� EULQJV
PDQ·V�KDWUHG�RI �*RG�WR�WKH�VXUIDFH�

C. H. Spurgeon & God�s Sovereignty 
7KH�IROORZLQJ�LV�IURP�&KDUOHV�6SXUJHRQ

DV�KH�SUHDFKHG�RQ�*RG·V�6RYHUHLJQW\³
´7KH�*RG�RI�KHDYHQ�DQG�HDUWK�DVN� WKLV

TXHVWLRQ�RI �\RX�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��¶,V�LW�QRW�ODZIXO
IRU�PH�WR�GR�ZKDW�,�ZLOO�ZLWK�PLQH�RZQ"·�(Matt
20:15)��7KHUH�LV�QR�DWWULEXWH�RI �*RG�PRUH�FRP�
IRUWLQJ� WR� KLV� FKLOGUHQ� WKDQ� WKH� GRFWULQH� RI
'LYLQH�6RYHUHLJQW\��8QGHU�WKH�PRVW�DGYHUVH
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� LQ� WKH� PRVW� VHYHUH� WURXEOHV�
WKH\� EHOLHYH� WKDW� 6RYHUHLJQW\� KDV� RUGDLQHG
WKHLU� DIIOLFWLRQV�� WKDW� 6RYHUHLJQW\� RYHUUXOHV
WKHP��DQG�WKDW�6RYHUHLJQW\�ZLOO�VDQFWLI\�WKHP
DOO��7KHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�IRU�ZKLFK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI
*RG�RXJKW�PRUH�HDUQHVWO\� WR� FRQWHQG� WKDQ
WKH�GRPLQLRQ�RI� WKHLU�0DVWHU�RYHU�DOO�FUHD�
WLRQ��WKH�WKURQH�RI�*RG��DQG�KLV�ULJKW�WR�VLW
XSRQ�WKDW�WKURQH�

´2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKHUH�LV�QR�GRFWULQH
PRUH�KDWHG�E\�ZRUOGOLQJV��QR�WUXWK�RI �ZKLFK
WKH\�KDYH�PDGH�VXFK�D�IRRWEDOO��DV�WKH�JUHDW�
VWXSHQGRXV��EXW�\HW�PRVW�FHUWDLQ�GRFWULQH�RI
WKH�6RYHUHLJQW\�RI �WKH�LQILQLWH��DOPLJKW\�*RG�
0HQ�ZLOO�DOORZ�*RG�WR�EH�HYHU\ZKHUH�H[FHSW
XSRQ�KLV�WKURQH��7KH\�ZLOO�DOORZ�KLP�WR�EH�LQ
KLV�ZRUNVKRS�WR�IDVKLRQ�ZRUOGV�DQG�WR�PDNH
VWDUV��7KH\�ZLOO�DOORZ�KLP�WR�EH�LQ�KLV�DOPRQU\
WR�GLVSHQVH�KLV�DOPV�DQG�EHVWRZ�KLV�ERXQWLHV�
7KH\�ZLOO�DOORZ�KLP�WR�VXVWDLQ�WKH�HDUWK�DQG
EHDU�XS�WKH�SLOODUV�WKHUHRI��RU�OLJKW�WKH�ODPSV
RI�KHDYHQ��RU� UXOH� WKH�PLJKW\�ZDYHV�RI� WKH
HYHU�PRYLQJ�RFHDQ�

´%XW�ZKHQ�*RG�DVFHQGV�KLV� WKURQH��KLV
FUHDWXUHV�JQDVK�WKHLU�WHHWK��DQG�ZKHQ�ZH�SUR�
FODLP�DQ�HQWKURQHG�*RG��DQG�KLV�ULJKW�WR�GR
DV� KH�ZLOOV�ZLWK�KLV� RZQ�� WR�GLVSRVH�RI � KLV
FUHDWXUHV�DV�KH�WKLQNV�ZHOO��ZLWKRXW�FRQVXOW�
LQJ�WKHP�LQ�WKH�PDWWHU��WKHQ�LW�LV��WKDW�ZH�DUH
KLVVHG�DW�DQG�UHYLOHG��DQG�WKHQ�LW�LV�WKDW�PHQ
WXUQ�D�GHDI�HDU�WR�XV��IRU�*RG�RQ�KLV�WKURQH�LV
QRW� WKH�*RG� WKH\� ORYH��7KH\� ORYH�KLP�DQ\�
ZKHUH�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH\�GR�ZKHQ�KH�VLWV�ZLWK
KLV�VFHSWHU�LQ�KLV�KDQG�DQG�KLV�FURZQ�XSRQ�KLV
KHDG��%XW�LW�LV�*RG�XSRQ�WKH�WKURQH�WKDW�ZH
ORYH� WR� SUHDFK�� ,W� LV� *RG� XSRQ� KLV� WKURQH
ZKRP�ZH�WUXVW��,W�LV�*RG�XSRQ�KLV�WKURQH�RI
ZKRP�ZH� KDYH� EHHQ� VLQJLQJ� WKLV�PRUQLQJ�
DQG�LW�LV�*RG�XSRQ�KLV�WKURQH�RI �ZKRP�ZH
VKDOO�VSHDN�LQ�WKLV�GLVFRXUVH�µ�q

´2XU�*RG�LV�LQ�WKH�KHDYHQV��KH�KDWK�GRQH
ZKDWVRHYHU�KH�KDWK�SOHDVHGµ�³3VDOP������
´:KDWVRHYHU�WKH�/RUG�SOHDVHG��WKDW�GLG�KH�LQHDUWK��LQ�WKH�VHDV��DQG�DOO�GHHS�SODFHVµ

³3VDOP������
´+H�LV�LQ�RQH�PLQG��DQG�ZKR�FDQ�WXUQ�KLP"

DQG�ZKDW�KLV�VRXO�GHVLUHWK��HYHQ�WKDW
KH�GRHWKµ�³-RE������

´'HFODULQJ�WKH�HQG�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��DQG
IURP�DQFLHQW�WLPHV�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�DUH�QRW
\HW�GRQH��VD\LQJ��0\�FRXQVHO�VKDOO�VWDQG�
DQG�,�ZLOO�GR�DOO�P\�SOHDVXUHµ�³,VDLDK������
´$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�KLP�ZKR�

ZRUNHWK�DOO�WKLQJV�DIWHU�WKH�FRXQVHO�RI�KLV
RZQ�ZLOOµ�³(SK�����

8KH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI �*RG�LV�WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI
KLV�VXSUHPDF\��*RG�LV�WKH�RQH�VXSUHPH

DQG� LQGHSHQGHQW�%HLQJ��+H� LV� WKH�RQO\�RQH
ZKR�KDV�WKH�ULJKW�DQG�WKH�SRZHU�WR�GR�DEVR�
OXWHO\�DV�KH�SOHDVHV��+H�LV�WKH�RQO\�RQH�ZKR
KDV� WKH� ULJKW� WR� DFW� IRU� KLV� RZQ� JORU\�� 7KH
VRYHUHLJQW\�RI �*RG�PHDQV�WKDW�KH�GRHV�DV�KH
SOHDVHV��DOZD\V�DV�KH�SOHDVHV��DQG�RQO\�DV�KH
SOHDVHV��*RG�LV�LQ�FRQWURO�RI �HYHU\WKLQJ��DQG
LV�GLUHFWLQJ�DOO�WKLQJV�DIWHU�WKH�FRXQVHO�RI �KLV
RZQ�ZLOO�DQG�WR�WKH�SUDLVH�RI�KLV�RZQ�JORU\�
+H�HYHQ�PDNHV� WKH�ZUDWK�RI�PDQ� WR�SUDLVH
KLP��DQG�UHVWUDLQV�WKDW�ZKLFK�ZLOO�QRW�EULQJ
KLP�KRQRU³´6XUHO\�WKH�ZUDWK�RI �PDQ�VKDOO
SUDLVH�WKHH��WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�ZUDWK�WKRX�VKDOW
UHVWUDLQµ�(Psalm 76:10)��)LUVW�RI �DOO��OHW·V�FRQVLGHU�
The testimony of a pagan king to the abso-
lute sovereignty of God�Daniel 4:30-37
God�s Sovereignty Ignored and Rejected
´7KH�NLQJ�VSDNH��DQG�VDLG��,V�QRW�WKLV�JUHDW

%DE\ORQ��WKDW�,�KDYH�EXLOW�IRU�WKH�KRXVH�RI �WKH
NLQJGRP�E\�WKH�PLJKW�RI�P\�SRZHU��DQG�IRU
WKH�KRQRU�RI�P\�PDMHVW\"µ�(v30)��2QH�FDQ�IHHO
WKH�SULGH�DQG�DUURJDQFH�RI �WKLV�SDJDQ�NLQJ�
+H�KDV�QR�WKRXJKW�RI �*RG�EXW�RQO\�KLV�RZQ
VHOI�DSSRLQWHG�LPSRUWDQFH�

God�s Sovereignty Experienced
´:KLOH�WKH�ZRUG�ZDV�LQ�WKH�NLQJ·V�PRXWK�

WKHUH�IHOO�D�YRLFH�IURP�KHDYHQ��VD\LQJ��2�NLQJ
1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�� WR� WKHH� LW� LV� VSRNHQ�� 7KH
NLQJGRP� LV� GHSDUWHG� IURP� WKHH�� $QG� WKH\
VKDOO�GULYH�WKHH�IURP�PHQ��DQG�WK\�GZHOOLQJ
VKDOO�EH�ZLWK�WKH�EHDVWV�RI �WKH�ILHOG��WKH\�VKDOO
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