
FURZGHG�VWUHHW��+HU�KHDUW¶V�EHHQ�WDNHQ�FDS�
WLYH��WKH�PRPHQW�KDV�VHL]HG�KHU��7KH�PHV�
VDJH�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�FRPHV�KRPH�WR�KHU�YHU\
VRXO�DV�D�ZRUG�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��³)DLWK�FRPHWK
E\�KHDULQJ �́(Rom 10:17)��:KDW�D�P\VWHU\��EXW
LW¶V� UHDO�� ³+HDU� DQG� \RXU� VRXO� VKDOO� OLYH´
(Isaiah 55:3)��7HDUV�QRZ�VWUHDP�GRZQ�KHU�IDFH�
MR\�DQG�SHDFH�IORRG�KHU�VRXO�DV�WKRVH�SUH�
FLRXV�ZRUGV� RI� SURPLVH� DUH� ODLG� KROG� RI�
6KH¶V�IDVWHQHG�XSRQ�KLV�JUDFLRXV�LQYLWDWLRQ�

2XW� WKHUH� WKDW� DIWHUQRRQ�VKH� UHFHLYHG
SDUGRQ� DQG� IRUJLYHQHVV� LPPHGLDWHO\� E\
IDLWK��6RPHWLPH�ODWHU�LQ�6LPRQ¶V�KRXVH��WKH
/RUG�VDLG�WR�KHU��µµ7K\�VLQV�DUH�IRUJLYHQ �́(v48)�
7KLV��KRZHYHU��ZDV�EXW�D�YHUEDO�FRQILUPD�
WLRQ� RI� DQ� DOUHDG\� SUHVHQW� UHDOLW\�� %HIRUH
HYHU�VSHDNLQJ�D�ZRUG�WR�KHU��KH�KDG�DOUHDG\
WROG�6LPRQ��³+HU�VLQV��ZKLFK�DUH�PDQ\��DUH
IRUJLYHQ �́(v47)��6KH�KDG�EHHQ�D�IRUJLYHQ�VRXO
IURP�WKH�YHU\�PRPHQW�VKH�EHOLHYHG��3HDFH�
SDUGRQ��DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV�DFFRPSDQ\�WKH�UH�
FHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�E\�IDLWK��,W�KDSSHQHG
LQ�WKH�VWUHHW��LW�ZDV�FRQILUPHG�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�

,W�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�ZLWK�WKDW�ZRPDQ
ZLWK�WKH�LVVXH�RI�EORRG�LQ�0DUN����:KHQ�VKH
³WRXFKHG�KLV�JDUPHQW…VKH�ZDV�KHDOHG�RI
WKDW�SODJXH �́(v 29)��³VKH�ZDV�KHDOHG�LPPHGL�
DWHO\ �́(Luke 8:47)��WKHQ�D�OLWWOH�ODWHU�VKH�FDPH
DQG�IHOO�GRZQ�EHIRUH�KLP��³NQRZLQJ�ZKDW
ZDV�GRQH�LQ�KHU´�(v 33)��WR�KHDU�WKHVH�ZRUGV
IURP�&KULVW��³%H�ZKROH�RI�WK\�SODJXH´�(v34)�
%XW�LW�ZDV�DOUHDG\�³GRQH�LQ�KHU�´

(YHQ�VR�ZLWK�WKH�ZRPDQ�LQ�/XNH����WKH
6DYLRXU�YHUEDOO\�FRQILUPV�WKDW�ZKLFK�KDG
DOUHDG\�WDNHQ�SODFH��7KH�NH\�WR�ERWK�LV�IDLWK�
WR�RQH��³7K\�IDLWK�KDWK�PDGH�WKHH�ZKROH´
(Mark 5:34)��DQG�WR�WKH�RWKHU��³7K\�IDLWK�KDWK
VDYHG�WKHH��JR�LQ�SHDFH �́(Luke 7:50)��6KH�ZDV
³VDYHG �́LPPHGLDWHO\�³WKURXJK�IDLWK �́(Eph 2:8)
RXW�LQ�WKH�VWUHHW�WKH�PRPHQW�VKH�EHOLHYHG�
$QG� ZKDW� ZH� ZLWQHVV� KDSSHQLQJ� LQ� 6L�
PRQ¶V� KRXVH� ZLWK� WKLV� KXPEOH� SHQLWHQW�
ZLWK�KHU� WHDUV��DQG� WKH�ZDVKLQJ�� DQG� WKH
NLVVLQJ��DQG�WKH�DQRLQWLQJ�ZLWK�RLQWPHQW²
WKHVH�DUH�QRW�VRPH�VXSSRVHG�³FRQGLWLRQV´
LQ�RUGHU�WKDW�-HVXV�PLJKW�UHFHLYH�KHU��UDWKHU�
WKHVH� DUH� KDSS\� VLJQV� RI� JUDFH�� WKH� VXUH
HYLGHQFHV�RI�ORYH��WKH�RXWZRUNLQJV�RI�³IDLWK
ZKLFK�ZRUNHWK� E\� ORYH �́ (Gal 5:6)�� 6KH� KDG
³UHFHLYHG�WKH�6SLULW�E\�WKH�KHDULQJ�RI�IDLWK´
(Gal 3:2,14)�� DQG�³WKH� ORYH�RI�*RG�ZDV�VKHG
DEURDG �́LQ�KHU�KHDUW�³E\�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW´
ZKLFK�ZDV�JLYHQ�XQWR�KHU�(Rom 5:5)�

$Q� DOO�LPSRUWDQW� JRVSHO� REVHUYDWLRQ
KHUH�LV�WKDW�SHUVRQDO�FKDUDFWHU�LV�QR�KLQGUDQFH
WR�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG�FRPH�WR�&KULVW��7KLV�ZRPDQ
ZDV�D�SXEOLF�VKDPH�DQG�GLVJUDFH��VKH�ZDV
³D�VLQQHU �́(v 37)��6KH�ZDV�D�ZHOO�NQRZQ�VLQ�
QHU�� IRU� 6LPRQ�GHFODUHG�� ³7KLV�PDQ�� LI�KH
ZHUH�D�SURSKHW��ZRXOG�KDYH�NQRZQ�ZKR
DQG�ZKDW� PDQQHU� RI�ZRPDQ� WKLV� LV� WKDW
WRXFKHWK�KLP��IRU�VKH�LV�D�VLQQHU �́(v 39)��+HU
LOO�IDPH�KDG�EUDQGHG�KHU��+HU�ZD\�RI�OLIH
ZDV�WKH�FRPPRQ�WDON�RI�WKH�WRZQ��'HFHQW
SHUVRQV�ZRXOGQ¶W� DVVRFLDWH�ZLWK� KHU�� 6KH
ZDV�FXW�RII�IURP�DOO�UHVSHFWDEOH�VRFLHW\��6KH
ZDV�OLNH�D�OHSHU�RI�ROG�SXW�RXWVLGH�WKH�FDPS
RI�VRFLDO�OLIH�

+RZ� FRXOG� LW� EH� WKDW� WKH� JRVSHO�ZDV
³JRRG�QHZV´�WR�VXFK�D�RQH�RI�LOO�UHSXWH��WR
VXFK� D� VODYH� WR� VLQ"�+RZ�ZDV� LW� WKDW� WKH
JRVSHO�ZDV� VXFK�VZHHW�PXVLF� WR� WKLV�ZR�
PDQ�RI� VKDPH�DQG�GLVJUDFH"�7KH�DQVZHU
OLHV�LQ�WKH�YHU\�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�LWVHOI²
³+R��HYHU\�RQH�WKDW�WKLUVWHWK��FRPH�\H�WR�WKH
ZDWHUV��DQG�KH�WKDW�KDWK�QR�PRQH\��FRPH�\H�
EX\��DQG�HDW��\HD��FRPH��EX\�ZLQH�DQG�PLON
ZLWKRXW� PRQH\� DQG� ZLWKRXW� SULFH�´� &KULVW
³JLYHV�RI� WKH� IRXQWDLQ�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�RI� OLIH
IUHHO\� �́³,I�DQ\�PDQ�WKLUVW�´�KH�VD\V��³OHW�KLP
FRPH� XQWR� PH� DQG� GULQN�´� ³:KRVRHYHU
ZLOO��OHW�KLP�WDNH�WKH�ZDWHU�RI�OLIH�IUHHO\ �́(Isaiah
55:1-3; John 7:37; Rev 21:6; 22:17)��7KH�GUDZLQJ�SRZHU
RI�WKH�JRVSHO�LV�LWV�IUHHQHVV�DQG�IXOOQHVV�
6KH�ZDV�GUDZQ�E\�WKH�FRUGV�RI�ORYH�IURP�D
ZLOOLQJ� 6DYLRXU� ZKR� GHOLJKWV� LQ� VDYLQJ
³VLQQHUV�´

'LG�HYHU�DQ\�FRPH�WR�-HVXV�IRU�D�FXUH��DQG
JR�DZD\�ZLWKRXW�LW"�<RX�ZRXOG�ILQG�VRPH�
WKLQJ�LQ�\RXUVHOI��EXW�\RX�ILQG�QRWKLQJ�EXW
ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�UHDVRQ� WR�EH�DVKDPHG�RI�
EXW� OHW� QRW� WKDW� KLQGHU�� EXW� IXUWKHU� \RXU
FRPLQJ��&RPH�DV�\RX�DUH��FRPH�SRRU��FRPH
QHHG\�� FRPH� QDNHG�� FRPH� HPSW\�� RQO\
FRPH�� RQO\� EHOLHYH��+LV� KHDUW� LV� IUHH�� KLV
DUPV�DUH�RSHQ��¶WLV�KLV�MR\�DQG�KLV�FURZQ�WR
UHFHLYH� \RX�� ,I� \RX� DUH�ZLOOLQJ�� KH� QHYHU
ZDV�RWKHUZLVH�(John Mason)�

#RRTQCEJ�VJG�HQWPVCKP�JGCF�QH�DNKUU�
6JCVOU�QRGP�NKMG�VJG�UGC�

6JG�DW[GTU�VJCV�CTG�OQPG[NGUU�
6Q�RQQTGUV�DGIICTU�HTGG�

+PENKPG�[QWT�GCT��CPF�EQOG�VQ�OG�
*GCT�CPF�[QWT�UQWN�UJCNN�NKXG�
(QT�OGTEKGU�UWTG�CU�YGNN�CU�HTGG�

+�DKPF�O[UGNH�VQ�IKXG�
1HHG\� VLQQHUV� KDYH� QRWKLQJ� WR� RIIHU� WR
&KULVW�� QRWKLQJ� WR� EULQJ�� 7KHLU� JRRGQHVV

DQG�PHULWV�ZLOO�SURFXUH�QR�IDYRU�QRU�RSHQ
DQ\�GRRU��3URPLVHV� WR�GR�EHWWHU�DUH�WR�QR
DYDLO��5HIRUPDWLRQ�RI�OLIH��ZKHWKHU�JUHDW�RU
VPDOO�� LV� DOWRJHWKHU� ZRUWKOHVV�� :K\"� EH�
FDXVH�WKH�QDWXUDO�PDQ�LV�D�JXLOW\��SROOXWHG�
ORVW��VLQ�VLFN�VRXO�

³:KHQ�ZH�ZHUH�\HW�ZLWKRXW� VWUHQJWK…

&KULVW�GLHG� IRU� WKH� XQJRGO\� �́ 6LQQHUV� DUH
ZLWKRXW�VWUHQJWK��7KH\�DUH�ZLWKRXW�VWUHQJWK
WR�REH\�*RG¶V�ODZ��³IRU�WKH�FDUQDO�PLQG�LV
QRW� VXEMHFW� WR� WKH� ODZ�RI�*RG��QHLWKHU� LQ�
GHHG�FDQ�EH� �́7KH\�DUH�ZLWKRXW�VWUHQJWK�WR
SOHDVH�*RG�LQ�DQ\�ZD\��³IRU�WKH\�WKDW�DUH
LQ�WKH�IOHVK�FDQQRW�SOHDVH�*RG� �́7KH\�DUH
ZLWKRXW�VWUHQJWK�WR�ORYH�*RG��³IRU�WKH�FDU�
QDO�PLQG�LV�HQPLW\�DJDLQVW�*RG� �́7KH\�DUH
ZLWKRXW� VWUHQJWK� WR�GR� HYHQ�RQH� VLQJOH�
VROLWDU\�JRRG�WKLQJ�LQ�*RG¶V�KRO\�VLJKW��³IRU
WKHUH�LV�QRQH�WKDW�GRHWK�JRRG��QR��QRW�RQH´
(Rom 3:12; 5:6; 8:7,8)�

&KULVW�EULQJV�WKLV�YHU\�WUXWK�EHIRUH�XV
ZLWK�WKH�IRUFH�RI�WKHVH�ZRUGV��µµ$QG�ZKHQ
WKH\�KDG�QRWKLQJ�WR�SD\��KH�IUDQNO\�IRUJDYH
WKHP� ERWK �́ (v42)�� 7KDW¶V� WKH� JRVSHO�� +H¶V
LOOXVWUDWLQJ�RQ�WKLV�RFFDVLRQ�WR�6LPRQ�WKDW
ZKHWKHU�ZH� IHHO� ZH� RZH� D� JUHDW� GHEW� WR
*RG��RU�QRW�VR�JUHDW�D�GHEW��LW�GRHVQ¶W�PDW�
WHU��VWLOO�WKH�IDFW�UHPDLQV�WKDW�HYHU\�VLQQHU
LV�LQ�GHEW�KHDG�RYHU�KHHOV�ZLWK�µµQRWKLQJ�WR
SD\�´�7KLV�LV�D�XQLYHUVDO�GLOHPPD��:H�KDYH
QRWKLQJ��%H�\RX�ZKRHYHU�\RX�PD\�EH��\RX
KDYH�QRWKLQJ�LQ�WKH�VLJKW�RI�*RG�WR�RIIHU��%H
\RX�RI�QREOH�EORRG�RU�RI�SHDVDQW¶V�VWRFN²
QRWKLQJ��7KLV�GHVFULEHV�DOO�RI�\RXU�DVVHWV�LQ
WKH�VLJKW�RI�KHDYHQ²QRWKLQJ��0RUDO�RU�LP�
PRUDO²QRWKLQJ��5HOLJLRXV�RU� LUUHOLJLRXV²
QRWKLQJ��µµ$QG�ZKHQ�WKH\�>ERWK�RI �WKHP� @�KDG
QRWKLQJ�WR�SD\´²Penniless Paupers�LQ�WKH
VLJKW�RI�*RG��7KLV�LV�WKH�JRVSHO�RXU�6DYLRXU
SUHDFKHG��7KH�FRPLQJ�VLQQHU�GRHVQ¶W�KDYH
DQ\WKLQJ�WR�JLYH��WR�EULQJ��WR�SOHDG��WR�VKRZ�
WR�RIIHU²1RWKLQJ�DW�DOO�

0QVJKPI�IQQF�JCXG�+�
�9JGTGD[�VJ[�ITCEG�VQ�ENCKO�
+ONN�YCUJ�O[�ICTOGPVU�YJKVG�

+P�VJG�DNQQF�QH�%CNXCT[OU�.COD�
/D\�KROG�RI�WKLV�ZRUG�³QRWKLQJ�́ �2QH�RI�WKH
SULPDU\� UHDVRQV� VLQQHUV�GR�QRW� FRPH� WR
WKH�6DYLRXU�LV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH
WKH\¶UH�WKDW�EDG�RII��EHUHIW�RI�DOO�JRRGQHVV�
\HD��EDQNUXSW�EHIRUH�*RG��7KH\�GRQ¶W�WKLQN
WKHLU�QHHG�LV�DV�GHVSHUDWH�DV�WKH�%LEOH�GH�
FODUHV��7KH\�VWLOO�IHHO�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�GR�VRPH�

WKLQJ�WR�TXDOLI\�DQG�ILW�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�VRPH
ZD\�WR�FRPH�WR�&KULVW��7KH\�IDQF\�WKDW�WKH\
DUH�DEOH�WR�PHHW�VRPH�VXSSRVHG�GHPDQGV
LQ� RUGHU� WR�PHDVXUH� XS� WR� D� VWDQGDUG� RI
DFFHSWDQFH��7KH\�VWDQG�DORRI� IURP�&KULVW
IRROHG�E\�D�EHOLHI�WKDW�VXUHO\�WKH\�FDQ�SHU�
IRUP�WKH�SURSHU�SUHSDUDWLYHV��RU�IXOILOO�WKH
FRQGLWLRQV��RU�PHHW�VRPH�LPDJLQHG�WHUPV
WKH\� IHHO� DUH� UHTXLUHG� LQ� WKH� JRVSHO�� WKDW
WKH\� FDQ� FRQWULEXWH� VRPHWKLQJ²SHUKDSV
E\�WKHLU�VRUURZ�DQG�WHDUV��PD\EH�E\�WKHLU
PRXUQLQJ� DQG� EURNHQQHVV�� RU� VXUHO\� E\
WKHLU�SURPLVHV�DQG�UHSHQWDQFH��7KH\�UHIXVH
WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�QRWKLQJ��DUH�QRWK�
LQJ�� FDQ� GR� QRWKLQJ�� DQG� FDQ� FRQWULEXWH
QRWKLQJ��7KH\�KDYH�QHYHU�IHOW�WKH�IRUFH�RI
WKLV�ZRUG�³nothing�́

Nothing�KP�O[�JCPFU�+�DTKPI�
5KORN[�VQ�VJ[�ETQUU�+�ENKPI�
0CMGF��NQQM�VQ�VJGG�HQT�FTGUU�

*GNRNGUU��EQOG�VQ�VJGG�HQT�ITCEG�
$NCEM��+�VQ�VJG�HQWPVCKP�HN[�
9CUJ�OG��5CXKQWT��QT�+�FKG�

7KH� JRVSHO� LV� VXLWHG� WR� WKRVH� ZLWK� ³QR
PRQH\´�LQ�WKH�PDUNHW�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��WR�WKRVH
³ZLWKRXW�VWUHQJWK �́ZLWK�³QRWKLQJ�WR�SD\�́ �7KLV
WUXWK�LV�WKH�JUHDW�OHYHOHU�RI�WKH�VRQV�RI�PHQ�
³7KHUH�LV�QR�GLIIHUHQFH�� IRU�DOO�KDYH�VLQQHG
DQG�FRPH�VKRUW�RI�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG���*RG
KDWK�VKXW�WKHP�DOO�XS�WRJHWKHU��WKDW�KH�PLJKW
KDYH�PHUF\�XSRQ�DOO �́(Rom 3:22,23; 11:32 margin)��7KLV
WUXWK�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�IDOOHQ�DQG�GHSORUDEOH
FRQGLWLRQ�RI�DOO�PHQ��$Q\�³BIG I/ little you´
QRWLRQV� LQ� PHQ¶V� PLQGV� DUH� VZHSW� DZD\
E\�SODLQ�GHFODUDWLRQV�RI�6FULSWXUH²³(YHU\
LPDJLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WKRXJKWV�RI�KLV�KHDUW�LV
RQO\�HYLO�FRQWLQXDOO\ �́(Gen 6:5)��³7KH�FDUQDO�PLQG
LV� HQPLW\�DJDLQVW�*RG �́ (Rom 8:7)�� ³7KHUH� LV
QRQH�WKDW�GRHWK�JRRG��QR��QRW�RQH´�(Rom 3:12)�

7KH�DLP�RI �WKH�JRVSHO�LV�WR�TXDOLI\�WKH�VLQQHU�
QRW�WR�GLUHFW�WKH�VLQQHU�WR�TXDOLI\�KLPVHOI ��DQG
WKH� JRVSHO� TXDOLILHV� WKH� VLQQHU� VLPSO\�E\
VKRZLQJ� KLP� WKDW� WKH� RQO\� JRVSHO� TXDOL�
ILFDWLRQ�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�LV�D
VLQQHU�� +H¶V� TXDOLILHG�� *RG� KDV� DOUHDG\
TXDOLILHG� HYHU\� VRQ� RI�$GDP��7KLV� LV� WKH
EHDXW\�DQG�ILWQHVV�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�LQ�WKDW�LW
WRWDOO\� GRHV� DZD\�ZLWK� DQ\� DQG� DOO� VXS�
SRVHG�GLVWLQFWLRQV�LQ�LWV�KHDUHUV��7KH\¶UH
DOO� TXDOLILHG�� $QG� WKLV� LV� QRW� EHFDXVH� RI
DQ\WKLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKHPVHOYHV��EXW�EHFDXVH
RI� *RG¶V� GHFODUDWLRQ�²µµ7KHUH� LV� QR� GLIIHU�
HQFH��IRU�DOO�KDYH�VLQQHG �́(Rom 3:23)�



6LQQHUV� KDYH� QR� EXVLQHVV� ORRNLQJ
ZLWKLQ�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�MXGJH�ZKHWKHU�WKH\
EH� TXDOLILHG� IRU� &KULVW¶V� FDOO�� 7KH� JRVSHO
ZRXOG�QRW�EH�³JODG�WLGLQJV�WR�DOO�SHRSOH �́LI
DQ\�ZHUH�H[FOXGHG�GXH�WR�VRPH�XQILWQHVV
(Luke 2:10)��:KHQ�ZH�GHQ\�WKDW�WKH�JRVSHO�FDOO
LV� XQLYHUVDO�� DSSOLFDEOH� WR� DOO�� DQG� FODLP�
LQVWHDG��WKDW�6FULSWXUH�RQO\�DGGUHVVHV�LQYL�
WDWLRQV�WR�VSHFLILF�SHRSOH²WKH�SHQLWHQW��WKH
FRQYLFWHG��DQG�VR�RQ²WKH�H\HV�RI�PHQ�DUH
WXUQHG�ZLWKLQ��VHDUFKLQJ�VXEMHFWLYH�H[SHUL�
HQFHV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WR�WKH�SURPLVHV�RI�*RG²
³+H� WKDW� EHOLHYHWK� RQ� KLP� LV� QRW� FRQ�
GHPQHG �́(John 3:18)�

7KH� JRVSHO� LV� WKDW� \RX� EHOLHYH� LQ� &KULVW
-HVXV��WKDW�\RX�JHW�ULJKW�RXW�RI�\RXUVHOI��DQG
GHSHQG�DORQH�LQ�KLP��'R�\RX�VD\��³,�IHHO�VR
JXLOW\´"�<RX�DUH�FHUWDLQO\�JXLOW\��ZKHWKHU
\RX�IHHO�LW�RU�QRW��\RX�DUH�IDU�PRUH�JXLOW\
WKDQ�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�LGHD�RI��&RPH�WR�&KULVW
EHFDXVH� \RX� DUH� JXLOW\�� QRW� EHFDXVH� \RX
KDYH�EHHQ�SUHSDUHG�WR�FRPH�E\�ORRNLQJ�DW
\RXU�JXLOW��7UXVW�QRWKLQJ�RI�\RXU�RZQ��QRW
HYHQ�\RXU�VHQVH�RI�QHHG���-HVXV�ZDQWV�QRWK�
LQJ�IURP�\RX��QRWKLQJ�ZKDWVRHYHU��QRWKLQJ
GRQH��QRWKLQJ�IHOW��KH�JLYHV�ERWK�ZRUN�DQG
IHHOLQJ��5DJJHG��SHQQLOHVV��MXVW�DV�\RX�DUH�
ORVW��IRUVDNHQ��GHVRODWH��ZLWK�QR�JRRG�IHHO�
LQJV��DQG�QR�JRRG�KRSHV��VWLOO�-HVXV�FRPHV
WR�\RX��DQG�LQ�WKHVH�ZRUGV�RI�SLW\�KH�DG�
GUHVVHV�\RX��³+LP�WKDW�FRPHWK�WR�PH�,�ZLOO
LQ�QR�ZLVH�FDVW�RXW´�(Charles Spurgeon)�

6LQQHUV� DUH� ERUQ� TXDOLILHG� WR� FRPH� WR
&KULVW��ZH¶UH�³FRQFHLYHG�LQ�VLQ��VKDSHQ�LQ
LQLTXLW\��DQG�EURXJKW�IRUWK�VSHDNLQJ�OLHV´
(Psalm 51:5; 58:3)��:H�GRQ¶W�QHHG�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH�WR
ILW�XV�IRU�WKH�6DYLRXU��ZH�GRQ¶W�QHHG�WR�GR
DQ\WKLQJ��ZH�GRQ¶W�QHHG�WR�IHHO�DQ\WKLQJ�
KH�VWDQGV�UHDG\�WR�UHFHLYH�XV�MXVW�DV�ZH�DUH�
:H�GRQ¶W�VWDQG�DW�WKH�&URVV�WR�EH�ZDVKHG
EHFDXVH�ZH¶YH�³UHSHQWHG �́�ZH�GRQ¶W�VWDQG
DW� WKH�&URVV� WR�EH�ZDVKHG�EHFDXVH�ZH¶YH
³ERZHG� WR� WKH� ORUGVKLS� RI� &KULVW´��ZH¶UH
WKHUH�WR�EH�ZDVKHG�DV�D�VLQQHU��DQG�QRWKLQJ
EXW� D� VLQQHU�� ,W¶V� QRW� EHFDXVH� RI� DQ\WKLQJ
ZH¶YH�GRQH�RU�H[SHULHQFHG��LW¶V�EHFDXVH
RI�ZKDW�ZH�DUH��³*RG�EH�PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�WKH
VLQQHU� �́(Luke 18:13)�

N6YCU�HQT�UKPPGTU�VJCV�JG�UWHHGTOF�
#IQPKGU�WPURGCMCDNG�

&QUV�VJQW�FQWDV�VJQW�CTV�C�UKPPGT!
+H�VJQW�ECPUV��VJGP�JQRG�HCTGYGNN�
$WV��DGNKGXKPI�YJCV�KU�YTKVVGPM
Q#NN�CTG�IWKNV[RMQFGCF�KP�UKP�R
.QQMKPI�VQ�VJG�%TWEKHKGF�1PG�
*QRG�UJCNN�TKUG�VJ[�UQWN�YKVJKP�

³7KLV�LV�D�IDLWKIXO�VD\LQJ��DQG�ZRUWK\�RI�DOO
DFFHSWDWLRQ��WKDW�&KULVW�-HVXV�FDPH�LQWR�WKH
ZRUOG�WR�VDYH�VLQQHUV �́(1 Tim 1:15)��7KH�DSRVWOH
GHFODUHV�WKDW�WKH�JRVSHO�LV�ZRUWK\�RI�DFFHS�
WDQFH�E\�DOO��,W�VKRXOG�EH�UHFHLYHG�LPPHGL�
DWHO\� E\� DOO� ZKR� KHDU� LW��:KRVRHYHU� ZLOO
ORRN�WR�WKLV�ZRUG�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��ZLOO�ILQG�LW
ORRNLQJ�WR�WKHP��ZKRHYHU�KH�PD\�EH��,W¶V�D
JRVSHO�IRU�DOO��IRU�DOO�VLQQHUV��DQG�WKH�6FULS�
WXUHV�GRQ¶W�FDWHJRUL]H�DQG�TXDOLI\�WKHVH�VLQ�
QHUV�ZLWK�VXFK�WHUPV�DV�³VHQVLEOH�VLQQHUV�´
³IHHOLQJ�VLQQHUV� �́RU�³SHQLWHQW�VLQQHUV� �́7KH
6FULSWXUHV�NQRZ�QRWKLQJ�RI�VXFK�DGMHFWLYHV
LQ� WKH� SURFODPDWLRQ� RI� WKH� JRVSHO�� LW� MXVW
VSHDNV�RI�VLQQHUV��³&KULVW�-HVXV�FDPH�WR�VDYH
VLQQHUV�´�7KH�GRRU�RI�PHUF\�LV�RSHQ�WR�DOO�
DQG�QR�PDQ�KDV�DQ\�ULJKW�WR�EDU�LW�ZLWK�DQ\
UHVWULFWLRQV�RU�OLPLWDWLRQV�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�

7KH�SXEOLFDQ�LQ�WKH�WHPSOH�GLG�QRW�VD\�
³*RG�EH�PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�D�SHQLWHQW�VLQQHU�´
+H�ZDV� D� SHQLWHQW� VLQQHU�� EXW� KH� GLG� QRW
SOHDG�KLV�SHQLWHQFH��,I�\RX¶UH�HYHU�VR�SHQL�
WHQW�DQG�FRQYLQFHG�RI�VLQ��GRQ¶W�PHQWLRQ�LW
DV�DQ�DUJXPHQW��OHVW�\RX�EH�DFFXVHG�RI�VHOI�
ULJKWHRXVQHVV��&RPH�DV�\RX�DUH��DV�D�VLQQHU�
DQG�DV�QRWKLQJ�HOVH��([KLELW�\RXU�ZRXQGV�
%ULQJ� \RXU� VSLULWXDO� SRYHUW\� EHIRUH�*RG�
DQG�QRW�\RXU�VXSSRVHG�ZHDOWK��,I�\RX�KDYH
D�VLQJOH�SHQQ\�RI�\RXU�RZQ��JHW�ULG�RI� LW�
3HUIHFW� SRYHUW\� DORQH�ZLOO� GLVFKDUJH� \RX
IURP�\RXU�EDQNUXSWF\��<RX�PXVW�EH�QRWKLQJ
DQG�QRERG\�LI�&KULVW�LV�WR�EH�\RXU�DOO�LQ�DOO�

.GV�QWT�FGDVU�DG�YJCV�VJG[�OC[�
*QYGXGT�ITGCV�QT�UOCNN�

#U�UQQP�CU�YG�JCXG�PQWIJV�VQ�RC[�
1WT�.QTF�HQTIKXGU�WU�CNN�
O6KU�RGTHGEV�RQXGTV[�CNQPG�
6JCV�UGVU�VJG�UQWN�CV�NCTIG�

9JKNG�YG�ECP�ECNN�QPG�OKVG�QWT�QYP�
9G�JCXG�PQ�HWNN�FKUEJCTIG�

7KH�JRVSHO�LV�VHQW�WR�DOO�VLQQHUV�ZKR�KHDU�LW�
ZKDWHYHU�WKHLU�FRQGLWLRQ��:KHQ�-RKQ�%XQ�
\DQ�SUHDFKHG��µµ5HSHQW�DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG�HYHU\
RQH�RI �\RX´�(Acts 2:38)��KH�VDLG�

2QH�PDQ�PLJKW�KDYH�VWRRG�XS�LQ�WKH�FURZG
DQG�VDLG��³%XW�,�KHOSHG�WR�KRXQG�KLP�WR�WKH
FURVV� �́³5HSHQW�DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG�HYHU\�RQH
RI � \RX�´� ³%XW� ,� GURYH� WKH� QDLOV� LQWR� KLV
KDQGV�´�VDLWK�RQH��µµ(YHU\�RQH�RI �\RX�´�VD\V
3HWHU��³%XW�,�SLHUFHG�KLV�VLGH�´�µµ(YHU\�RQH�RI
\RX� �́VD\V�3HWHU��³%XW�,�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKHP�WKDW
GLG�VSLW�LQ�KLV�IDFH�´�µµ(YHU\�RQH�RI �\RX� �́VD\V
3HWHU��2K��ZKDW�D�EOHVVHG�µµHYHU\�RQH�RI �\RX´
LV� KHUH��+RZ�ZLOOLQJ�ZDV� 3HWHU� �DQG� WKH
/RUG�-HVXV��E\�KLV�PLQLVWU\��WR�FDWFK�WKHVH

PXUGHUHUV� ZLWK� WKH� ZRUG� RI� WKH� JRVSHO�
WKDW�WKH\�PLJKW�EH�PRQXPHQWV�RI�WKH�JUDFH
RI�*RG�

/HW�QRWKLQJ�LQ�\RXU�PLQG�DQG�KHDUW�GULYH
\RX�EH\RQG�WKH�GRRU�RI�PHUF\��VLQFH�LW¶V�QRW
ORFNHG� QRU� EROWHG� XS� DJDLQVW� \RX� LQ� DQ\
ZD\��6HH�&KULVW�LQ�-RKQ����EHLQJ�³SHUVHFXWHG
E\�WKH�-HZV�́ �ZKR�³VRXJKW�WR�VOD\�KLP´�(v 16)�
DQG�IXUWKHU�RQ��³WKH\�VRXJKW� WKH�PRUH� WR
NLOO�KLP �́(v 18)��\HW�LW�LV�LQ�WKH�YHU\�KHDUW�RI
KLV�GLVFRXUVH�WR�VXFK�ZKR�KDWH�KLP�ZLWK�D
SDVVLRQ��DQG�ZKR�ZRXOG�LQVWDQWO\�NLOO�KLP
LI�WKH\�FRXOG��WKDW�KH�VD\V��µµ7KHVH�WKLQJV�,�VD\
XQWR�\RX��WKDW�\H�PLJKW�EH�VDYHG´�(v 34)�

,V�WKDW�QRW�ZULWWHQ�WKDW�QRQH�PLJKW�GH�
VSDLU�RI�KRSH�LQ�KLP"�7KH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�ZDV
³D� EODVSKHPHU�� D�SHUVHFXWRU�� DQ� LQMXULRXV
SHUVRQ´²\HD��³WKH�FKLHI�RI�VLQQHUV �́�EXW�KLV
WHVWLPRQ\�ZDV��³,�REWDLQHG�PHUF\´�(1 Tim 1:13)�
$�0DQDVVHK� IRXQG�PHUF\�� D�0DU\�0DJ�
GDOHQH�IRXQG�PHUF\��WR�VD\�QRWKLQJ�RI�WKH
WKLHI� RQ� WKH� FURVV�� 7KH\� REWDLQHG�PHUF\�
&KULVW�ZLOOLQJO\�UHFHLYHG�WKHP��$QG�ZKDW
DERXW�DOO�RI�WKRVH�PXUGHUHUV�DURXQG�-HUX�
VDOHP"�&KULVW¶V�NLOOHUV��HYHU\�RQH�RI�WKHP�
7KH�ILUVW�VHUPRQ�SUHDFKHG�DIWHU�WKH�DVFHQ�
VLRQ�RI�&KULVW�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�WR�WKRVH�YHU\
PXUGHUHUV� RI� WKH� 6RQ� RI� *RG�� IRU� WKHVH
ZRUGV� DUH� SDUW� RI� WKDW� VHUPRQ�� ³<H� KDYH
WDNHQ�KLP��DQG�E\�ZLFNHG�KDQGV�KDYH�FUX�
FLILHG�DQG�VODLQ �́(Acts 2:23)��7KH�QH[W�VHUPRQ�
DQG� WKH� QH[W�� DQG� DOVR� WKH� QH[W�� ZDV
SUHDFKHG�WR�WKHVH�VDPH�PXUGHUHUV�� WR�WKH
HQG�WKDW�WKH\�PLJKW�EH�VDYHG�(Acts 3:13-16; 4:10,11;
5:30; 7:52)��7R�WKHVH�ZUHWFKHV�ZKR�NLOOHG�WKH
3ULQFH� RI� /LIH�� WKH� JRVSHO� ZDV� SUHDFKHG
LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKHLU�DFWV�RI
YLOODLQ\��$QG��EHKROG�� WKRXVDQGV�RI� WKHP
ZHUH�VDYHG�E\�JUDFH�

+HUH�LV�KRSH�IRU�WKH�YLOHVW�RI�WKH�YLOH²
³&KULVW�GLHG�IRU�WKH�XQJRGO\ �́�DQG�KHUH�ZH
PXVW�FRPH�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�-HVXV��VWDQGLQJ
RQ�QR�RWKHU�JURXQG��SOHDGLQJ�QR�RWKHU�SOHD
WKDQ�WKLV��³&KULVW�GLHG�RQ�WKH�FURVV�IRU�WKH
XQJRGO\��DQG�,�WUXVW�LQ�KLP�´

,WUV�CU�+�CO��RQQT��YTGVEJGF��DNKPF�
5KIJV��TKEJGU��JGCNKPI�QH�VJG�OKPF�
;GC��CNN�+�PGGF�KP�6JGG�VQ�HKPF�
1�.COD�QH�)QF��+�EQOG��+�EQOG�

�Dan Shanks

%0.*/*$"�'3&&�13&44
Box 2l68, Roseau, Dominica, West Indies

7KHUH¶V�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�VWRU\�RI�-HVXV�DQG
D�ZRPDQ�ZKR�ZDV�³D�VLQQHU´�LQ�/XNH

���������7KH�FRQWH[W�(vv 31-35)�VKRZV�WKH�VHWWLQJ
WR�EH�WKDW�RI�0DWWKHZ�����������ZKLFK�LV�IRO�
ORZHG�ZLWK� WKLV� JUDQG� LQYLWDWLRQ�� ³&RPH
XQWR�PH��DOO�\H�WKDW�ODERXU�DQG�DUH�KHDY\
ODGHQ��DQG�,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�UHVW �́(v 28)�

&DQ�\RX�VHH� WKLV�ZRPDQ"²PLVHUDEOH
LQ� KHUVHOI�� KDYLQJ� VSHQW� \HDUV� LQ� VLQ� DQG
XQIXOILOOHG� OXVWV�� KDYLQJ� JRQH� IURP� RQH
ORYHU�WR�DQRWKHU��XQDEOH�WR�TXHQFK�KHU�LQ�
ZDUG�WKLUVW��XQDEOH�WR�VDWLVI\�WKDW�ORQJLQJ
ZLWKLQ�� 6HH� KHU�PDNLQJ�KHU�ZD\� LQWR� WKH
FURZGHG�VWUHHW�DV�VKH�HDVHV�LQWR�WKH�JDWK�
HULQJ�RI�SXEOLFDQV�DQG�VLQQHUV�WR�KHDU�WKH
0DVWHU²³:K\� GR� \RX� VSHQG�PRQH\� IRU
WKDW�ZKLFK�LV�QRW�EUHDG"�DQG�ZK\�GR�\RX
ODERXU� IRU� WKDW� ZKLFK� VDWLVILHWK� QRW"
+HDUNHQ� XQWR� PH� DQG� HDW� WKDW� ZKLFK� LV
JRRG�� DQG� OHW� \RXU� VRXO� GHOLJKW� LWVHOI� LQ
IDWQHVV��,QFOLQH�\RXU�HDU��DQG�FRPH�XQWR�PH�
KHDU�DQG�\RXU�VRXO�VKDOO�OLYH´�(Isaiah 55:2,3)�

,PPHGLDWHO\�KHU�DWWHQWLRQ�LV�ZRQ��6KH
SUHVVHV�IRUZDUG�WR�FDWFK�WKRVH�ZRUGV�WKDW
DUH�IXOO�RI�PXVLF��VKH�KHDUV�D�JRVSHO�ZLWK�D
PHORG\�VZHHWHU�WKDQ�WKH�ELUGV�FDQ�VLQJ²
³7KH�6RQ�RI�PDQ�LV�FRPH�WR�VHHN�DQG�WR�VDYH
WKH�ORVW��&RPH�QRZ��WKRXJK�\RXU�VLQV�EH�DV
VFDUOHW�� WKH\� VKDOO� EH�ZKLWH� DV� VQRZ��+R�
HYHU\� RQH� WKDW� WKLUVWHWK�� FRPH� \H� WR� WKH
ZDWHUV´� (Luke 19:10; Isaiah 1:18; 55:1)��7KH�ZLOOLQJ�
QHVV�RI�&KULVW�WR�VDYH�HFKRHV�WKURXJK�HYHU\
ZRUG�� 6KH�NQRZV�KH¶V� WHOOLQJ�KHU� VWRU\²
VLQV�DV�VFDUOHW�� WKLUVW\�DQG� ORVW��+HU�KHDUW
ZLWQHVVHV�WR�WKH�WUXWK�

7KLV� ZRPDQ� EHFRPHV� REOLYLRXV� WR
HYHU\WKLQJ�DURXQG�KHU��7KLV�PDQ�DQG�KLV
PHVVDJH� LV� DOO� WKDW¶V� LPSRUWDQW� QRZ�� ,W¶V
VWUDQJH��EXW�VXGGHQO\�VKH�ILQGV�KHUVHOI�DOO
DORQH�� \HW� VKH¶V� VWLOO� LQ� WKH� PLGVW� RI� D

��Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to thewaters, and he that hath no money; come ye,buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price�� (Isaiah 55:1)
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