
XV�RI � VSLULWXDO�FRQFHUQV��'LVLQWHUHVW�DQG�QR
VHQVH� RI � XUJHQF\� EHJLQ� WR� VHW� LQ��8QNQRZ�
LQJO\�WKH�FDUHV�RI�WKLV�ZRUOG�VOLS�ULJKW�LQ�DQG
VORZO\�EXW�VXUHO\�FKRNH�RXW�WKH�YHU\�OLIH�RI
WKH�VRXO�

6RPHWKLQJ�HOVH��WRR��WKDW�SURYHV�WR�EULQJ
FROGQHVV�WR�WKH�FORVHW�LV�D�GLVWRUWHG�YLHZ�RI �WKH
GRFWULQHV� RI � JUDFH��$� OD]\� DQG�XQFRQFHUQHG
DWWLWXGH�LV�JHQHUDOO\�IRXQG�NQLW�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK
WKH�FOLFKp��´,I �*RG·V�JRQQD�VDYH�KLP��LW·OO�DOO�EH
LQ�+LV�RZQ�JRRG�WLPH�µ�7KH�VRYHUHLJQ�JUDFH� RI
*RG� LQ� PDQ\� OLYHV� KDV� SUDFWLFDOO\� HFOLSVHG
GXW\� DQG� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�� 5LJKW� GRFWULQH
ZURQJO\�UHFHLYHG�FDQ�VWXQW�WKH�PRVW�YLEUDQW
SUD\HU�OLIH�

2XU� WKHRORJ\� KDV� UXQ� D�JURXQG� LI � RXU
YLHZ�RI�*RG·V�VRYHUHLJQW\�KDV�EURXJKW�VORWK
DQG� QHJOHFW� WR� RXU� FORVHW� OLIH�� (PSW\� DQG
OLIHOHVV� SUD\HUV� DUH� IRVWHUHG� E\� WKH� DWWLWXGH�
´*RG·V�JRQQD�GR�ZKDW�+H�ZDQWV�WR�GR�DQ\ZD\�µ
:H·UH�SUD\LQJ��EXW�QRW�UHDOO\��$QG�ZH�LQWUXGH
LQWR�WKDW�ZKLFK�GRHVQ·W�EHORQJ�WR�RXU�UHDOP�DW
DOO³´7KH�VHFUHW�WKLQJV�EHORQJ�XQWR�WKH�/25'
RXU�*RGµ�(Deut 29:29)��:KRP�WKH�/RUG·V�JRQQD
VDYH�LV�+LV�EXVLQHVV��DQG�+LV�EXVLQHVV�LV�+LV
EXVLQHVV��2XUV�LV�WR�IROORZ�&KULVW��DQG�&KULVW
ZDV�D�IHUYHQW�PDQ�RI �SUD\HU�(Luke 6:12; John 17)�
7KH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�SUHDFKHG�VRYHUHLJQW\�OLNH�QR
RWKHU��\HW�KH�DOVR�SUD\HG�OLNH�QR�RWKHU��́ ,�KDYH
JUHDW�KHDYLQHVV�DQG�FRQWLQXDO�VRUURZ�LQ�P\
KHDUW��)RU�,�FRXOG�ZLVK�WKDW�P\VHOI �ZHUH�DF�
FXUVHG�IURP�&KULVW�IRU�P\�EUHWKUHQ��P\�NLQV�
PHQ…0\�KHDUW·V�GHVLUH�DQG�SUD\HU�WR�*RG
IRU� ,VUDHO� LV�� WKDW� WKH\�PLJKW� EH� VDYHGµ� (Rom
9:2-3; 10:1)��*RG�ZRXOG�KDYH�XV�UHFRJQL]H�+LV
VRYHUHLJQW\� LQ�VDOYDWLRQ��DQG�VHHN�+LP�HDU�
QHVWO\�WR�PDQLIHVW�+LV�FRQYHUWLQJ�SRZHU�

,W�LV�WKLV�HDUQHVW�VHHNLQJ�RI�*RG�WKDW�ZH
VHW� IRUWK� QRZ� XQGHU� WKUHH� YHU\� LPSRUWDQW
KHDGV��IHUYHQF\��SHUVLVWHQF\��DQG�H[SHFWDQF\�

Fervent Prayer 
´7KH�HIIHFWXDO� IHUYHQW�SUD\HU�RI �D�ULJKW�

HRXV�PDQ�DYDLOHWK�PXFKµ�(James 5:16)��7KH�ZRUG
´IHUYHQWµ�LV�]HHORV��DQG�LW�FDUULHV�WKH�GHILQLWLRQ
RI� H[FLWHPHQW� RI �PLQG�� ]HDO�� SXUVXLQJ� DQG
HPEUDFLQJ�� 1R� EHWWHU� DGMHFWLYH� IRU� SUD\HU
FRXOG�EH�IRXQG�DQ\ZKHUH��$�VOXJJLVK��GURZV\
VSLULW�KDV�QR�SODFH�EHIRUH�WKH�WKURQH�RI�JUDFH�
2XU� YHU\� KHDUWV� DQG�PLQGV� DUH� WR� EH� IXOO\
H[HUFLVHG� DQG� HQJDJHG� LQ� WKLV� KRO\� DFWLYLW\�

7KDW�SUD\HU�WKDW�DYDLOV�PXFK�LQ�KHDYHQ�LV�QR
OXNHZDUP��OLIHOHVV��IRUPDO�WKLQJ��LW�KDV�SRZHU�
HQHUJ\�� DQG� OLIH�� ,W·V� WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� DQG
VSLULW�RI �D�PDQ� LQ�HQWKXVLDVWLF� VHDUFK�RI � LWV
GHVLUH��DQG�LW�ZLOO�QRW�UHVW�ZLWKRXW�DWWDLQLQJ
LWV� HQG��6RPHWKLQJ�RI� WKH� VSLULW�RI � -DFRE� LV
IRXQG�LQ�WUXH�SUD\HU³´,�ZLOO�QRW� OHW� WKHH�JR�
H[FHSW�7KRX�EOHVV�PH�µ�(Gen 32:26)�

7KH�SURSKHW�FDXJKW�WKLV�LGHD�RI�]HHORV�LQ
WKHVH�ZRUGV�WR�-HKRYDK��´7KHUH�LV�QRQH�WKDW
FDOOHWK�XSRQ�7K\�QDPH��WKDW�VWLUUHWK�XS�KLP�
VHOI �WR�WDNH�KROG�RI �7KHHµ�(Isaiah 64:7)��7KH�YHU\
HVVHQFH�DQG�VRXO�RI �SUD\HU�LV�WKLV�VWLUULQJ�XS
RI� RXUVHOYHV� WR� WDNH� KROG� RI� *RG�� HYHQ� DV
-DFRE� ´ZUHVWOHGµ� IRU� WKH� EOHVVLQJ� (Gen 32:24)�
2XU�ZKROH�EHLQJ�LV�WR�EH�DURXVHG�LQ�QRWKLQJ
OHVV� WKDQ�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI �RXU�*RG��´0\�VRXO
IROORZV� KDUG� DIWHU� WKHHµ� (Psalm 63:8)�� )HUYHQW
SUD\HU�� WKHQ�� LV�SXUVXLQJ�SUD\HU�� DQG� IHUYHQW
SUD\HU� LV�HPEUDFLQJ� SUD\HU��´WR� WDNH�KROG�RI
WKHH�µ�7KLV�´WDNLQJ�KROGµ�LPSOLHV�VRPHWKLQJ
UHDO�WKDW�ZH�JUDVS��,W·V�JULSSLQJ�DQG�JUDVSLQJ
*RG�ZLWK�D�WHQDFLRXV�IDLWK��D�IDLWK�VWLPXODWHG
E\�WKH�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�WKDW�*RG�LV��DQG�WKDW�+H
LV� WKH� UHZDUGHU�RI � WKHP�WKDW�GLOLJHQWO\�VHHN
+LP�(Heb 11:6)�

*RG� LV� D�6SLULW��DQG� WR� JUDVS�D� VSLULW� LV�QRW
HYHU\GD\�ZRUN��2QO\�D�VSLULWXDO�PDQ�FDQ�GR
DQ\WKLQJ�RI �WKH�NLQG�RU�NQRZ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�
$�PDQ�PXVW� EH� VWLUUHG� XS� DQG� KDYH� DOO� KLV
IDFXOWLHV� DZDNH�� DQG� KLV� HQWLUH� PHQWDO� DQG
VSLULWXDO�QDWXUH�WKURZQ�LQWR�HQHUJHWLF�DFWLRQ
EHIRUH�KH�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�FRSH�ZLWK�WKLV�P\V�
WHU\�� DQG� WDNH� KROG� RI � +LP� WKDW� PDGH� WKH
KHDYHQV�DQG�WKH�HDUWK��ZKR�LV�QRW�VHHQ�RI �WKH
H\H�QRU�KHDUG�RI � WKH� HDU�� DQG� LV� RQO\� WR�EH
DSSUHKHQGHG�E\�WKH�LQQHU�VSLULW�RI �PDQ�
(Charles Spurgeon, 1834-1892)

Persistent Prayer 
´<HW�EHFDXVH�RI �KLV� LPSRUWXQLW\�KH�ZLOO

ULVH�DQG�JLYH�KLP�DV�PDQ\�DV�KH�QHHGHWKµ�(Luke
11:8)�� ,PSRUWXQLW\� LV� FDOOLQJ� XSRQ�*RG�ZLWK
SHUVHYHUDQFH� DQG� SHUVLVWHQF\�� 2XU� 6DYLRXU
HPSKDVL]HG� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI � WKLV� LQ� WZR
GLVWLQFW�SDUDEOHV��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�WLPHV�ZKHQ
LW�VHHPV�WKDW�*RG�LV�QRZKHUH�DURXQG��DQG�+LV
HDU� LV� KHDY\�� &KULVW� WHDFKHV� XV� WKDW� GXULQJ
WKHVH� WLPHV�QRWKLQJ�KDV� JRQH�ZURQJ��ZH·UH
QRW� WR�JLYH�XS��ZH·UH�QRW� WR� IDLQW�� ´$QG�KH
VSDNH�D�SDUDEOH�XQWR� WKHP�WR�WKLV�HQG�� WKDW
PHQ�RXJKW�DOZD\V�WR�SUD\��DQG�QRW�WR�IDLQWµ
(Luke 18:1)�

:K\�LV�SHUVLVWHQFH�QHFHVVDU\"�:KDW·V�WKH
SUREOHP"� ,V� LW� D� ODFN� RI �*RG·V� ORYH� IRU� XV"
$VVXUHGO\�QRW��7KDW�ZDV�VHWWOHG�ORQJ�DJR�E\
WKH�GHDWK�RI�+LV�6RQ�� ,V� LW� D� ODFN�RI �*RG·V
JRRGQHVV"� 0D\EH� LQVXIILFLHQW� ZLVGRP� RQ
*RG·V�SDUW"�2U�SHUKDSV�+H·V�QRW�DEOH�WR�DF�
FRPSOLVK�LW�ULJKW�QRZ"�0D\EH�+H·V�MXVW�KROG�
LQJ�RXW�RQ�XV"�1RQH�RI �WKHVH��7KHVH�DUH�DOO
OLHV� IURP� WKH� HQHP\�� 1RU� LV� LW� D� PDWWHU� RI
SXOOLQJ�DQG�WXJJLQJ�DW�WKH�'LYLQH�FRDW�WDLO�LQ
RUGHU�WR�ILQDOO\�RYHUFRPH�*RG·V�UHOXFWDQFH�WR
JLYH��+H·V�PRUH�UHDG\�WR�JLYH�WKDQ�ZH�DUH�WR
UHFHLYH�� 2XU� 6DYLRXU� DVVXUHV� XV� WKDW� *RG
ORQJV�WR�DYHQJH�+LV�HOHFW�VSHHGLO\�(Luke 18:7-8)�
:K\�WKHQ�LV�SHUVLVWHQFH�QHFHVVDU\"

�2XU�VSLULWXDO�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�VRPHWLPHV� LV
VR� ´RXW�RI�VRUWVµ� WKDW� LW�QRW� RQO\� WDNHV�XV�D
ZKLOH�WR�ILJXUH�RXW�ZKDW�ZH�UHDOO\�QHHG��EXW
ZK\�ZH·UH�HYHQ�DVNLQJ��/DERULQJ�LQ�SUD\HU
KDV�D�ZD\�RI�EULQJLQJ� WKHVH� WKLQJV� WR� OLJKW�
´7KHUHIRUH�ZLOO�WKH�/25'�ZDLW��WKDW�+H�PD\
EH�JUDFLRXV�XQWR�\RX��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�ZLOO�+H
EH� H[DOWHG�� WKDW� +H�PD\� KDYH�PHUF\� XSRQ
\RX…EOHVVHG�DUH�DOO�WKH\�WKDW�ZDLW�IRU�+LPµ
(Isaiah 30:18)�� +H� QRW� RQO\� ZDLWV� WR� EH� VRXJKW
XQWR��DQG�ZDLWV� IRU� IDLWK� WR� OD\�KROG�RI�+LV
UHDGLQHVV� WR� EOHVV�� EXW�+H� VRPHWLPHV�ZDLWV
EHFDXVH�RI �D�ODFN�RI�VSLULWXDO�SUHSDUHGQHVV�LQ
XV�WR�UHFHLYH�

$V�*RG�SUREHV�RXU�KHDUWV��WKRVH�PHVVHG�
XS�PRWLYHV�EHJLQ�WR�VXUIDFH��SULGH��VHOI�ULJKW�
HRXVQHVV��DQG�XQEHOLHI �EHFRPH�DSSDUHQW�DQG
YLVLEOH��$QG� VXUH�HQRXJK�� WKH� WLPH�VSHQW� LQ
SUD\HU�ZKLOH�ZH� WKRXJKW�ZH�ZHUH� WKH� RQHV
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�*RG�� FRPH� WR� ILQG�RXW� MXVW� WKH
RSSRVLWH� ZDV� WUXH³+H� ZDV� ZRUNLQJ� RQ� XV�
:KDW� D� EOHVVHG� LQFHQWLYH� WR� ODERU� RQ� LQ
SUD\HU��,Q�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�KRO\�*RG��ZH
GLVFRYHUHG� RXUVHOYHV�� 2XU� KHDUWV� ZHUH� H[�
SRVHG��DQG�ZH�ZHUH�HQDEOHG�E\�+LV�JUDFH�WR
JHW�ULJKW�ZLWK�+LP�DQG�SHWLWLRQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR
+LV�ZLOO�DQG�WR�+LV�JORU\�

�3DWLHQFH�DQG�IDLWK�PXVW�EH�RSHUDWLYH��DV
ZH� KROG� GHDU� WKH� 6DYLRXU·V� SURPLVH�� ´<HW
EHFDXVH�RI�KLV� LPSRUWXQLW\�KH�ZLOO� ULVH�DQG
JLYH� KLP� DV�PDQ\� DV� KH� QHHGHWK�µ�:KDW� D
SURPLVH�� 3HUVLVWHQFH� LV� QHFHVVDU\�� EXW� WKH
DQVZHU�LV�DEVROXWHO\�FHUWDLQ�³´)RU�every one
WKDW� DVNHWK� UHFHLYHWK�� DQG� KH� WKDW� VHHNHWK
ILQGHWK�� DQG� WR� KLP� WKDW� NQRFNHWK� LW� VKDOO� EH
RSHQHG�µ�(Luke 11:8-10)�

(OLMDK·V�KHDG�VWD\HG�EHWZHHQ�KLV�NQHHV�LQ
SDVVLRQDWH�SUD\HU�WKURXJK�VL[�GU\�UHSRUWV�IURP
KLV�VHUYDQW��́ ,�VHH�QRWKLQJ�µ�%XW�WKHQ�LW�FDPH�
´%HKROG��WKHUH�DULVHWK�D�OLWWOH�FORXG�RXW�RI�WKH
VHD��OLNH�D�PDQ·V�KDQGµ�(1 Kings 18:42-44)��$QG�WDNH
DQRWKHU�ORRN�DW�(OLVKD��7KRXJK�WKUHH�WLPHV�WKH
SURSKHW�VRXJKW�WR�VKDNH�KLP�ORRVH��(OLVKD·V
ILUP�UHVROYH�ZDV��´,�ZLOO�QRW�OHDYH�WKHH�µ�(OL�
MDK�ILQDOO\�DVNHG��´:KDW�VKDOO�,�GR�IRU�WKHH"µ
:H�NQRZ�WKH�VWRU\�DOO�WRR�ZHOO�(2 Kings 2)��EXW�GR
ZH�UHDOL]H�WKDW�(OLVKD�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�UHFHLYHG
D�GRXEOH�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�VSLULW�RI�(OLMDK�LI�KH�KDG
QRW�SHUVLVWHG��WKURXJK�%HWKHO��WKURXJK�-HULFKR�
DQG�WKURXJK�-RUGDQ��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LI �ZH�JLYH
XS��ZH·UH�JRQQD�PLVV�RXW��:H·UH�JRQQD�PLVV�RXW
RQ�ZKDW�*RG�KDV��,W�ZDV�-RKQ�%XQ\DQ�ZKR�VDLG�
´)DLWK�ZLOO�KHOS�WKH�VRXO�WR�ZDLW��WKRXJK�*RG
GHIHUV�WR�JLYH��EXW�XQEHOLHI �ZLOO�WDNH�RIIHQFH
DQG�WKURZ�XS�DOO��LI �*RG�PDNHV�DQ\�WDUU\LQJ�µ

&RQVLGHU��WRR��OHVW�ZH�EHFRPH�WRR�KDVW\³
WKH�PDMHVW\�RI �RXU�*RG��,W·V�EHHQ�VDLG�RI �ROGHQ
WLPHV�WKDW�SHWLWLRQHUV�GLG�QRW�RQO\�SXW�XS�WKHLU
UHTXHVWV��EXW�WKH\�XVHG�WR�ZDLW�DW�JUHDW�PHQ·V
GRRUV��DQG�LQTXLUH��DQG�OLVWHQ�IRU�DQ�DQVZHU
WR�EH�JLYHQ�WR�WKHP��,W�ZDV�SDUW�RI �DQ�KRQRU
WR�JUHDW�PHQ�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�GRQH��6R�DOVR��ZH·UH
WR�ZDLW�XSRQ�*RG��:K\"�WR�VKRZ�+LV�JUHDW�
QHVV��WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�RXU�GLVWDQFH�IURP�+LP�
DQG� RXU� DEVROXWH� GHSHQGHQFH� XSRQ� +LP�
'DYLG�VDLG��´$V�WKH�H\HV�RI�WKH�VHUYDQWV�ORRN
WR�WKH�KDQG�RI �WKHLU�PDVWHUV…HYHQ�VR�RXU�H\HV
ZDLW�XSRQ�WKH�/25'�RXU�*RG��XQWLO�+H�KDYH
PHUF\�XSRQ�XVµ�(Psalm 123:2)�

+H�ZDLWV��WKHUHIRUH��WKDW�HE�PD\�UHFHLYH
DOO� WKH� JORU\�� E\� EULQJLQJ� XV� WR� WKH� HQG� RI
RXUVHOYHV� LQ�XWWHU�GHSHQGHQFH� DQG�KHOSOHVV�
QHVV�� FRQYLQFLQJ� XV� WKDW� LI � DQ\� GHOLYHUDQFH
FRPHV��LW�PXVW�EH�*RG��+H�MXVW�VWHSSHG�LQ�DQG
KDG�PHUF\��3HUVLVWHQW�SUD\HU�SURYHV��WKHQ��WR
EULQJ�XV�WR�WKH�SODFH�RI�WRWDO�VXUUHQGHU��ERZ�
LQJ� ZKROO\� WR� WKH� ZLOO� RI � *RG�� ZKHUH� ZH
EHORQJ��ZKHUH�+H·V�JORULILHG��DQG�ZKHUH�+H
´FRPPDQGV�WKH�EOHVVLQJµ�(Deut 28:8)�

7KURXJK� DOO� WKH� DJHV� *RG·V� FKLOGUHQ� KDYH
XQGHUVWRRG�ZKDW�&KULVW·V�WZR�SDUDEOHV�WHDFK�
WKDW�*RG�KROGV�+LPVHOI �EDFN��DQG�VHHNV�WR�JHW
DZD\�IURP�XV��XQWLO�ZKDW�LV�RI �IOHVK�DQG�VHOI
DQG�VORWK�LQ�XV�LV�RYHUFRPH��DQG�ZH�VR�SUHYDLO
ZLWK�+LP�WKDW�+H�FDQ�DQG�PXVW�EOHVV�XV��2K�
ZK\�LV�LW�WKDW�VR�PDQ\�RI �*RG·V�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH
QR�GHVLUH�IRU�WKLV�KRQRXU³EHLQJ�SULQFHV�ZLWK
*RG��VWULYHUV�ZLWK�*RG��DQG�SUHYDLOLQJ"
(Andrew Murray, 1828-1917)



Expectant Prayer 
3VDOP����LV�D�EHDXWLIXO�SODFH�WR�YLHZ�H[�

SHFWDQW�SUD\HU��,Q�YHUVHV������WKH�SVDOPLVW�DG�
GUHVVHV�WKH�/RUG�ZLWK�DQ�DFNQRZOHGJPHQW�RI
FRPSOHWH�DWRQHPHQW��+H�WKHQ��LQ�YHUVHV�����
EHVHHFKHV� *RG� IRU� SUHVHQW� EOHVVLQJV� RI� UH�
YLYDO��%XW�EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�YHUVH����DQG�WKURXJK
WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI �WKH�3VDOP��LW�LV�DV�WKRXJK�KH
WXUQV�KLPVHOI �WR�WKH�SHRSOH�DQG�GHFODUHV�HP�
SKDWLFDOO\�WKDW�KH�KDV�D�SUD\HU�KHDULQJ�DQG�D
SUD\HU�DQVZHULQJ�*RG��́ ,�ZLOO�KHDU�ZKDW�*RG
WKH�/25'�ZLOO�VSHDN��IRU�+H�ZLOO�VSHDN�SHDFH
XQWR� +LV� SHRSOH…6XUHO\� +LV� VDOYDWLRQ� LV
QLJK…7KH� /25'� VKDOO� JLYH� WKDW� ZKLFK� LV
JRRG…DQG� VKDOO� VHW� XV� LQ� WKH� ZD\� RI � +LV
VWHSVµ�(vv 8,9,12,13)��1RWKLQJ�EXW�IDLWK�DQG�FRQ�
ILGHQFH�LV�H[SUHVVHG�WKDW�KLV�*RG�ZRXOG�GR
ZKDW�KH�DVNHG��́ ,�ZLOO�KHDU�ZKDW�*RG�WKH�/25'
ZLOO�VSHDN�µ�WKDW�LV��KRZ�+H�ZLOO�DFFRPSOLVK
LW��$VVXUDQFH�LV�YLEUDQW��́ +H�ZLOO�VSHDN�SHDFH�µ

7KLV�LV�WKDW�VWHDGIDVW�H[SHFWDQF\�WKDW�KRQ�
RUV�DQG�SOHDVHV�*RG��DQG�DOZD\V�GUDZV�GRZQ
DQVZHUV�RI �SHDFH��,I �WKLV�EH�QRW�MRLQHG�WR�RXU
SHWLWLRQV�� IDLWK� LV� QRW� IXOO\� LQ� H[HUFLVH�� 7KH
SURSKHW�0LFDK�UHVROYHG��́ ,�ZLOO�ORRN�XQWR�WKH
/25'��,�ZLOO�ZDLW�IRU�WKH�*RG�RI�P\�VDOYDWLRQ�
P\�*RG�ZLOO�KHDU�PHµ�(7:7)��)DLWK�QHYHU�KRSHV
LQ� WKH� /RUG� LQ� YDLQ�� 2XU� EXVLQHVV� LV� WR� EH
DOZD\V�DUPHG�ZLWK�SDWLHQFH�IXOO\�SHUVXDGHG
WKDW� *RG� ZLOO� EH� RXU� 'HOLYHUHU�� ZKHQ� WKH
VXLWDEOH� WLPH� FRPHV�� 7KH� VRXO� RI� SUD\HU� LV
JRQH�ZKHQ�\RX�KDYH�QR�H[SHFWDWLRQ�

+RZ� EHDXWLIXOO\� GR� ZH� VHH� WKLV� LQ� WKH
SURSKHW� +DEDNNXN�� +H� PDNHV� KLV� SUD\HU
DJDLQVW� WKH� W\UDQQ\� RI� 1HEXFKDGQH]]DU� LQ
FKDSWHU�RQH��WKHQ�LPPHGLDWHO\�IROORZLQJ�GH�
FODUHV��´,�ZLOO�VWDQG�XSRQ�P\�ZDWFK��DQG�VHW
PH�XSRQ�WKH�WRZHU��DQG�ZLOO�ZDWFK�WR�VHH�ZKDW
*RG�ZLOO�VD\�XQWR�PHµ� (2:1)��+DEDNNXN�QHYHU
PDGH�D�KROLHU�RU�PRUH�IUXLWIXO�UHVROYH��+HUH·V
D�PDQ�RQ�WKH�ORRNRXW�ZLWK�KRO\�H\HV�RI�H[�
SHFWDQW�IDLWK�SHHOHG�IRU�*RG·V�DQVZHU�

1R� OHVV� LV� H[SHFWHG� RI � XV�� $� IDLWKIXO
SUD\HU�OLIH� PD\� \HW� ORVH� PDQ\� DQVZHUV� WR
SUD\HU��QRW�RZLQJ�WR�LWV�QHJOHFW��EXW�EHFDXVH
RI�D�IDLOXUH�WR�JR�XS�WR�WKH�WRZHU�WR�ZDWFK�IRU
DQG�ZHOFRPH� *RG·V� SURPLVHG� UHWXUQV�� 7KDW
'LYLQH�H\H�RI�GHVLUH�DQG�EOHVVLQJ�LV�HYHU�WRZDUG
+LV�H[SHFWDQW�FKLOGUHQ��7KH�/RUG�ZRXOG�HQ�
FRXUDJH�XV�KHUH�E\�DIILUPLQJ��´7KH�MXVW�VKDOO
OLYH�E\�KLV� IDLWKµ� (2:4)��DQG�DOVR�E\�VKRZLQJ

WKDW� +H� QHYHU� OHDYHV� ORQJ� DQ\� VXFK� WRZHU
ZLWKRXW� LWV� SURSHU� DQG� DSSRLQWHG� YLVLRQ�
´7KRXJK�LW� WDUU\��ZDLW� IRU� LW��EHFDXVH� LW�ZLOO
VXUHO\�FRPH��LW�ZLOO�QRW�WDUU\µ�(2:2-3)��5HVW�DQG
WUXVW�LQ�*RG��IRU�WKH�DQVZHU�LV�QRW�RQO\�FRP�
LQJ��EXW�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV��LW·OO�EH�ULJKW�RQ�WLPH�
,W�PLJKW�´WDUU\µ�SDVW�RXU�WLPH��EXW�QHYHU�SDVW
*RG·V�WLPH³DOZD\V�WKH�ILWWHVW�DQG�WKH�EHVW�

:KHQ�ZH�WKLQN�RI �LW��SUD\HU�LV�D�PDJQLILFHQW
DQG� YHQWXUHVRPH� WKLQJ�� ZKHQ� SHUIRUPHG
DULJKW��IRU�DQ\�PDQ�WR�GR��)RU�SUD\HU�EXLOGV�
DQG�ILWV�RXW��DQG�PDQV��DQG�ODXQFKHV�D�IUDLO
YHVVHO�RI � IDLWK�RQ� WKH�GHHS�DQG�ZLGH�VHD�RI
*RG·V� VRYHUHLJQW\�� DQG� VHWV� KHU� VDLOV� IRU� D
KDUERU�QRWKLQJ�VKRUW�RI �KHDYHQ��$QG�� WKHQ�
WKH� ZLVH� PHUFKDQWPDQ� JLYHV� *RG�� DQG� KLV
VKLS��WLPH�WR�EH�RQ�KHU�ZD\�EDFN�DJDLQ��DQG
WKHQ� OLNH�+DEDNNXN��KH� VHWV�KLPVHOI � RQ�KLV
KLJK�WRZHU��$OO�KLV�LQWHUHVWV�DUH�QRZ�XS�WKHUH�
(Alexander Whyte, 1836-1921)

:H·UH�WR�OHDYH�WKH�SUD\HU�URRP�DQG�FOLPE�LQWR
WKH� ZDWFKWRZHU�� 7KH� DVVXUDQFH� RI � 0LFDK�
´0\�*RG�ZLOO�KHDU�PH�µ�DQG�WKH�FRQILGHQFH
RI�WKH�3VDOPLVW��´,�ZLOO�KHDU�ZKDW�*RG�ZLOO
VSHDNµ�LV�WR�EH�HYHU�SUHVHQW�LQ�RXU�VXSSOLFD�
WLRQV��,I �LW�LV�QRW��ZH�EHFRPH�JXLOW\�RI �WDNLQJ
WKLV� KRO\� RUGLQDQFH� RI� *RG� LQ� YDLQ� LQ� RXU
KHDUWV�

7R�QHJOHFW�ORRNLQJ�IRU�*RG·V�DQVZHUV�LV�D
VXUH�VLJQ�WKDW�ZH�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�SUD\HU�LV
DQ�HIIHFWXDO�PHDQV�WR�DWWDLQ�WKH�HQG�ZKLFK�LW
ZDV�RUGDLQHG�IRU��6R�ZH�ERZ�RXU�KHDGV�DQG
SUD\��EXW�ZLWKRXW�WKDW�H[SHFWDQW�KDQG�OLIWHG
*RGZDUG��ZH·UH�MXVW�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�PR�
WLRQV�� *RG·V� SURPLVHG� EOHVVLQJV� DQG� GHOLY�
HUDQFHV� DUH� QR� ORQJHU� LQ� YLHZ�� SUD\HU� KDV
EHFRPH��RI �DOO�WKLQJV��DQ�HQG�LQ�LWVHOI ��1HYHU
DUH�ZH�WR�LPDJLQH�SUD\HU�DV�D�SODFH�RI�´DUUL�
YDO�µ�EXW�ZH·UH�WR�VHH�LW�DV�WKDW�QHHGHG�YHKLFOH
ZKLFK�EULQJV�XV�LQWR�WKH�FRYHQDQW�EOHVVLQJV�RI
D�IDLWKIXO�*RG��ZKR�SURPLVHV�IRU�&KULVW·V�VDNH
WR�GR�+LV�EHOLHYLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�QRWKLQJ�EXW�JRRG�
,I �ZH�XVH�DQ\�PHDQV��DQG�H[SHFW�QRW�WKH�HQG�
LW·V� D� VLJQ� WKDW�ZH� WKLQN� WKH�PHDQV� YDLQ� WR
DFFRPSOLVK�WKDW�HQG�

$QRWKHU�FKDUJH�WKDW�FDQ�EH�OHYHOHG�DJDLQVW
XV�LI �ZH�VFDOH�QRW�WKH�ZDWFKWRZHU�VFRXWLQJ�IRU
WKH�UHWXUQ�RI�SUD\HU��LV�WKDW�RI �SUD\LQJ�WR�WKH
JRGV�RI �WKH�KHDWKHQ��́ 7KH�/25'·V�KDQG�LV�QRW
VKRUWHQHG�WKDW�LW�FDQQRW�VDYH��QHLWKHU�LV�+LV
HDU�KHDY\��WKDW�LW�FDQQRW�KHDUµ�(Isaiah 59:1)��%XW
LI � GXULQJ� DQG� DIWHU� SUD\HU�� RXU� DWWLWXGH� RI
KHDUW�LV�QRW��́ ,�ZLOO�KHDU�ZKDW�*RG�ZLOO�VSHDN�µ

WKHQ�ZH·YH�UREEHG�DQG�VSRLOHG�RXU�0DNHU�RI
RQH� RI � +LV� PRVW� UR\DO� WLWOHV�� ´2� WKRX� WKDW
KHDUHVW�SUD\HU�µ�(Psalm 65:2)��7KH�KHDWKHQ�SUD\
WR�D�JRG�WKDW�QHLWKHU�VHHV��KHDUV��QRU�DQVZHUV
(Psalm 115:1-8)³LQ�VKRUW��́ D�JRG�WKDW�FDQQRW�VDYHµ
(Isaiah 45:20)��%XW�ZRXOG�QRW�(OLMDK�PRFN�XV�IRU
EHLQJ� HTXDOO\� JXLOW\� RI � WKH� YDQLWLHV� RI� WKH
KHDWKHQ�� LI � IURP�*RG�ZH� DQWLFLSDWH� QR�DQ�
VZHU�� H[SHFW� QR� UHDO� UHWXUQ� IURP�+LP�� QRU
SUD\� LQ� IDLWK�DQG�FRQILGHQFH� WKDW�+LV�HDU� LV
RSHQ�XQWR�XV"�(1 Kings 18:25-27)�

$OZD\V� IROORZ�SUD\HU�ZLWK�KRO\�H[SHFWDQF\�
3UD\HUV�ZKLFK�H[SHFW�QR�DQVZHU�DUH�JXLOW\�RI
WDNLQJ�WKH�QDPH�RI �*RG�LQ�YDLQ�� WKH\�DUH�D
PLVXVH�RI �WKH�KRO\�RUGLQDQFH�RI �VXSSOLFDWLRQ�
DQG�WKH\�DUH�D�TXHVWLRQ�SXW�XSRQ�WKH�'LYLQH
H[LVWHQFH��LQDVPXFK�DV�WKH\�UHGXFH�WKH�*RG�
KHDG�WR�DQ� LGRO�� OLNH�WR� WKRVH�LPDJHV�RI �WKH
KHDWKHQ�ZKLFK�KDYH�HDUV��EXW�WKH\�KHDU�QRW�
QHLWKHU� VSHDN� WKH\� WKURXJK� WKHLU� WKURDWV�
3UD\HUV� ZLWKRXW� IDLWK� DUH� DQ� LQVXOW� WR� WKH
DWWULEXWHV�RI �*RG��DQG�GR�GLVKRQRXU� WR�+LV
VDFUHG� QDPH�� ,I � WKRX� SUD\HVW� DULJKW�� LQ� WKH
QDPH�RI �-HVXV��H[SHFW�WKH�/RUG�WR�KHDU�WKHH�
HYHQ�DV�WKRX�ZRXOGHVW�KHDU�WK\�FKLOG��LI �KH�DVN
EUHDG�RI �WKHH��(Spurgeon)

+P�VJGOUGNXGU�CU�YGCM�CU�YQTOU�
*QY�ECP�RQQT�DGNKGXGTU�UVCPF�

9JGP�VGORVCVKQPU��HQGU��CPF�UVQTOU�
2TGUU�VJGO�ENQUG�QP�GXGT[�JCPF!
9GCM�KPFGGF�VJG[�HGGN�VJG[�CTG�

$WV�VJG[�MPQY�VJG�6JTQPG�QH�)TCEG�
#PF�VJG�)QF�YJQ�CPUYGTU�RTC[GT�
*GNRU�VJGO�YJGP�VJG[�UGGM�*KU�HCEG�

6JQWIJ�VJG�.QTF�CYJKNG�FGNC[�
5WEEQWT�VJG[�CV�NGPIVJ�QDVCKP�

*G�YJQ�VCWIJV�VJGKT�JGCTVU�VQ�RTC[�
9KNN�PQV�NGV�VJGO�ET[�KP�XCKP�

9TGUVNKPI�RTC[GT�ECP�YQPFGTU�FQ�
$TKPI�TGNKGH�KP�FGGRGUV�UVTCKVU�

2TC[GT�ECP�HQTEG�C�RCUUCIG�VJTQWIJ
+TQP�DCTU�CPF�DTC\GP�ICVGU�

(QT�VJG�YQPFGTU�*G�JCU�YTQWIJV�
.GV�WU�PQY�QWT�RTCKUGU�IKXG�

#PF�D[�UYGGV�GZRGTKGPEG�VCWIJV�
%CNN�WRQP�*KO�YJKNG�YG�NKXG�

                               (John Newton, 1725-1807)
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�
HILQLWH�SUD\HU�LV�D�PXVW��,W�LV�D�PXVW�LI
ZH� ZRXOG� KDYH� RXU� ODERUV� DWWHQGHG

XSRQ�E\�WKH�6SLULW�RI �*RG��,W�LV�D�PXVW�LI �ZH
ZRXOG� ZDON� DQG� FRPPXQH� ZLWK� WKH� OLYLQJ
*RG�� ,W� LV�D�PXVW� LQ�GDLO\�GHOLYHUDQFH� IURP
LQGZHOOLQJ� VLQ�� IURP� WKH�HQWLFHPHQWV�RI � WKH
ZRUOG�� DQG� WKH� DVVDXOWV� RI � RXU� DGYHUVDU\³
´:DWFK�DQG�SUD\��OHVW�\H�HQWHU�LQWR�WHPSWDWLRQµ
(Mark 14:38)�

3UD\HUOHVVQHVV�LQ�WKH�OLIH�ZLOO�VXUHO\�JLYH
ULVH�WR�VSLULWXDO�GHIHDW�DQG�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�VRXO�
$Q\�DWWHPSW�WR�MXVWLI\�LWV�QHJOHFW�LV�YDLQ�DQG
IRROLVK��´,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�SUD\��,�GRQ·W�KDYH
WLPH��0\�ZRUN�LV�VR�GHPDQGLQJ��0\�ERG\·V�FRQ�
VWDQWO\�LQ�SDLQ��*RG�LV�D�VRYHUHLJQ�*RG��HWF�µ�:H
ORYH�WR�H[FXVH�RXUVHOYHV�WKLV�ZD\��EXW�LW�ZRQ·W
ZRUN��%HFDXVH�WKH�EHVW�H[FXVH�ZH�FDQ�FRPH
XS�ZLWK� IRU�DYRLGLQJ� WKH� WKURQH�RI �JUDFH� LV
ZRUWKOHVV³DOO�OLHV��,I �\RX�ZDQW�WR�JHW�WR�WKH
ERWWRP�RI�LW��WKHVH�WKUHH�WKLQJV�\RX·OO�DOZD\V
ILQG³SULGH�� XQEHOLHI�� DQG� D� FROG� KHDUW� RI
LQGLIIHUHQFH��7KHVH�DUH�WKH�UHDO�FXOSULWV�

3ULGH�ZLOO�VXUHO\�NHHS�XV�IURP�RXU�NQHHV
LQ�D�VSLULW�RI �KXPEOH�GHSHQGHQF\�XSRQ�*RG�
:H�JR�DERXW�WDFNOLQJ�MREV�DOO�DORQH�JORDWLQJ
ZLWK�VHOI�VXIILFLHQF\��&RQILGHQFH�LQ�WKH�IOHVK�
DUURJDQFH�DQG�SURXG�VHOI � LV�ZULWWHQ�DOO�RYHU
RXU�HQGHDYRXUV��:H�IRROLVKO\�LPDJLQH�WKHUH
DUH� RWKHU� DQG� EHWWHU� UHVRXUFHV� WKDQ� *RG�
3ULGH�NHHSV�XV�IURP�SUD\HU�

8QEHOLHI� LV�WKH�UHDO�GHHS�URRWHG�FDXVH�RI
RXU�QRW�FDOOLQJ�XSRQ�*RG��´:KDW�LV�WKH�$O�
PLJKW\��WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�VHUYH�+LP"�DQG�ZKDW
SURILW�VKRXOG�ZH�KDYH��LI �ZH�SUD\�XQWR�+LP"µ
(Job 21:15)��:KDW·V�LW�JRQQD�SURILW�DQ\ZD\"�:H
MXVW� UHDOO\� GRQ·W� EHOLHYH� LW·V� JRQQD� GR� DQ\
JRRG�� 8QEHOLHI � LV� 6DWDQ·V� ILUVW�ERUQ� FKLOG�
´<HD��KDWK�*RG�VDLG"µ�7KLV�HYLO�KLWV�XV�IURP
VR� PDQ\� GLIIHUHQW� GLUHFWLRQV�� :H·YH� FRQ�
VWDQWO\�JRW�WR�EH�RQ�WKH�JXDUG�DJDLQVW�LW�

7KHQ�DJDLQ��SUD\HU�ZDQHV�SLWLIXOO\�LQ�RXU
OLYHV� EHFDXVH� RI � MXVW� SODLQ� RO·� FROG�KHDUWHG
LQGLIIHUHQFH��:H�EHFRPH�WRR�PXFK�HQWDQJOHG
LQ�WKH�WKLQJV�RI �WKLV�OLIH��:RUOGO\�FDUHV�URE


