
,Q�WKHLU�OLWWOH�ERRN��4GCUQPKPI�HTQO�VJG�5ETKRVWTGU�(p408)�
JW�s� DUH� WDXJKW� WKDW� MXVW�DV� WKH�³ILUVWERUQ´�RI�3KDUDRK
UHIHUV�WR�WKH�ILUVW�RQH�ERUQ�WR�3KDUDRK��VR�&KULVW�DV�WKH
³ILUVWERUQ´�LV�WKH�ILUVW�RQH�FUHDWHG�E\�-HKRYDK��%XW�WKDW¶V
WRWDOO\�LQDFFXUDWH��3DXO�VDLG�&KULVW�LV�³WKH�ILUVWERUQ�QH�CNN
ETGCVKQP�́ �QRW�WKH�ILUVWERUQ�QH�,GJQXCJ��$�SDUDOOHO�EHWZHHQ
WKH�ILUVWERUQ�RI�3KDUDRK�DQG�WKH�ILUVWERUQ�RI�DOO�FUHDWLRQ
ZRXOG�HUURQHRXVO\�VKRZ�WKDW�FUHDWLRQ�³SDUHQWHG´�-HVXV�
%XW�WKH�RSSRVLWH�LV�WKH�FDVH��&KULVW�³SDUHQWHG´�FUHDWLRQ²
WKDW�LV��KH�FUHDWHG�DOO�WKLQJV�(v 16)��KH�SURGXFHG�WKH�FUHD�
WLRQ��WKH�FUHDWLRQ�GLGQ¶W�SURGXFH�KLP�

:KDW�ZH�KDYH�KHUH� LV� D� FODVVLF� H[DPSOH� RI� WKH�WT
OLIWLQJ�D�WH[W�RXW�RI�LWV�FRQWH[W�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�GHILQLQJ
LW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�GRFWULQH��7KH\�WRWDOO\�LJQRUH�ZKDW
3DXO�VD\V�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH�VHWWLQJ�DQG�VXUURXQGLQJ�SDVVDJHV�
$�WH[W�ZLWKRXW�D�FRQWH[W�LV�D�SUHWH[W��DQG�WKHLU�GHILQLWLRQ
RI�³ILUVWERUQ´�GRHVQ¶W�ILW�WKH�FRQWH[W�DW�DOO��1RWLFH�WKH�ZRUG
WKDW� LPPHGLDWHO\� IROORZV� 3DXO¶V� VWDWHPHQW²&KULVW� LV
³WKH�ILUVWERUQ�RI�DOO�FUHDWLRQ��because���´�³Because�´�1RZ�
WKDW¶V�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�ZRUG��Because of what"�+HUH�FRPHV
WKH�FRQWH[W��3DXO�LV�DERXW�WR�PDNH�KLV�PHDQLQJ�RI�³ILUVW�
ERUQ´�DEVROXWHO\�FOHDU��+H�VD\V��³���WKH� ILUVWERUQ�RI�DOO
FUHDWLRQ��because�E\�PHDQV�RI�KLP�DOO�WKLQJV�ZHUH�FUH�
DWHG���$OO�WKLQJV�KDYH�EHHQ�FUHDWHG�WKURXJK�KLP�DQG�IRU
KLP��$OVR��KH�LV�EHIRUH�DOO�WKLQJV�DQG�E\�PHDQV�RI�KLP�DOO
WKLQJV�ZHUH�PDGH�WR�H[LVW´�(vv 16,17)��7KDW�H[SODLQV�HYHU\�
WKLQJ��7KDW¶V�³firstborn�´�&KULVW�LV�SUHHPLQHQW��VXSUHPH�
ILUVW�LQ�UDQN��DQG�KHLU�RI�³DOO�WKLQJV�´�because�QRW�RQO\
ZDV� KH� ³before� DOO� WKLQJV�´� EXW� KH¶V� the Maker� RI� ³DOO
WKLQJV�´�3DXO�VD\V��³DOO�WKLQJV´�ZHUH�PDGH�³E\´�KLP�DQG
³IRU´�KLP��+H¶V�firstborn��preeminent�RYHU�DOO�FUHDWLRQ�

,Q� VWXG\LQJ� WKH� %LEOH��ZRUGV� DUH� WR� EH� LQWHUSUHWHG
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�PHDQLQJ�LQWHQGHG�E\�WKH�ZULWHU��$PRQJ
WKH�DQFLHQW�+HEUHZV��WKH�ZRUG�³ILUVWERUQ´�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH
VRQ�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�ZKR�ZDV�LQ�WKH�SUHHPLQHQW�SRVLWLRQ�
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�KH�ZDV�OLWHUDOO\�ERUQ�ILUVW��+H�ZDV
WKH�SUHHPLQHQW�RQH��7KLV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�LQ�,VDDF��ZKR�ZDV
$EUDKDP¶V� ³ILUVWERUQ�́ �DOWKRXJK� ,VKPDHO�ZDV����\HDUV
ROGHU��DQG�-DFRE��ZKR�ZDV�,VDDF¶V�³ILUVWERUQ�́ �\HW�(VDX
ZDV� ERUQ� ILUVW�� 7KHQ� FRQVLGHU�0DQDVVHK�� WKH� ILUVW� VRQ
ERUQ� WR� -RVHSK� (Gen 41:50-52)�� \HW� (SKUDLP� LV� FDOOHG� WKH
³ILUVWERUQ´�(Jer 31:9)�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�SUHHPLQHQW�SRVLWLRQ�(Gen
48:13-20)��$QG�QRWLFH�ZKDW�*RG�VD\V�RI�'DYLG��³,�P\VHOI
VKDOO�SODFH�KLP�DV�ILUVWERUQ��7KH�PRVW�KLJK�RI�WKH�NLQJV
RI�WKH�HDUWK´�(Psalm 89:27)��:DV�'DYLG�WKH�ILUVW�VRQ�ERUQ�WR
-HVVH"�1R��+H�ZDV�WKH�\RXQJHVW��NCUV�DQTP���+RZ�LV�LW�WKHQ
WKDW�KH¶V�³ILUVWERUQ´"�+H¶V�ILUVWERUQ�LQ�WKDW�KH¶V�preemi-
nent�RU�sovereign�RYHU�DOO�WKH�NLQJV�RI�WKH�HDUWK��7KLV�LV
SUHFLVHO\�3DXO¶V�XVDJH�RI�³ILUVWERUQ´�LQ�&RORVVLDQV������
&KULVW�LV�WKH�³ILUVWERUQ´�LQ�WKDW�KH¶V�preeminent�RU�sover-
eign�RYHU�DOO�FUHDWLRQ��,W�KDV�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�KLP�EHLQJ
ERUQ��³FUHDWHG´��ILUVW�

%LEOLFDO�VFKRODU�)�)��%UXFH3�DGGUHVVHG�ZKDW�WKH�WHUP
³ILUVWERUQ´�FDPH�WR�PHDQ�WR�WKRVH�OLYLQJ�LQ�ELEOLFDO�WLPHV�

7KH� ZRUG� ILUVWERUQ� KDG� ORQJ� VLQFH� FHDVHG� WR� EH� XVHG
H[FOXVLYHO\� LQ� WKH� OLWHUDO� VHQVH�� MXVW� DV�RTKOG� �IURP� WKH
/DWLQ�ZRUG�RTKOWU²³ILUVW´��ZLWK�XV��7KH�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU
LV� QRW� WKH� ILUVW� PLQLVWHU� ZH� KDYH� KDG�� KH� LV� WKH� PRVW

RTGGOKPGPV���6LPLODUO\�� ILUVWERUQ� FDPH� WR� GHQRWH� >DPRQJ
WKH�DQFLHQWV@�QRW�RTKQTKV[�KP�VKOG�EXW�RTGGOKPGPEG�KP�TCPM�

<HW�WKH�WT�s� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�³ILUVWERUQ´�LQ�&RORVVLDQV
�����KDV�WR�GR�PHUHO\�ZLWK�priority in time��&OHDUO\��WKLV�LV
QRW�3DXO¶V�LQWHQGHG�PHDQLQJ��7KLV�LV�VLPSO\�KRZ�WKH�WT
ZDQWV�LW�WR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG��%UXFH�VD\V�WKDW�IRU�WKLV�WH[W�WR
PHDQ�ZKDW�WKH�JW�s�ZDQW�LW�WR�PHDQ��*RG¶V�ILUVW�FUHDWLRQ��
3DXO�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�FDOOHG�&KULVW�WKH�³ILUVWERUQ´��RTQVQ�
VQMQU��EXW�WKH�³ILUVW�FUHDWHG´��RTQVQMVKUKU�²D�WHUP�WKDW�LV
QHYHU�XVHG�RI�&KULVW�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�4�,QGHHG��DV
*UHHN� VFKRODU� -�%��/LJKWIRRW� QRWHV�� ³7KH� IDWKHUV�RI� WKH
IRXUWK�FHQWXU\�ULJKWO\�FDOOHG�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH
DSRVWOH�ZULWHV�QRW�RTQVQMVKUKU�>µILUVW�FUHDWHG¶@��EXW�RTQVQVQMQU
>µILUVWERUQ¶@�¶¶5

1RZ��WKLQN�DERXW�LW��+HUH¶V�ZKDW�WKH�WT�ZDQWV�XV�WR
EHOLHYH²WKDW�3DXO�LV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�WKH�ILUVW�FUHDWLRQ
RI�-HKRYDK��³ILUVWERUQ´��(v 15)�³because´�(v 16)�³all things´
ZHUH�PDGH�³by´�KLP�DQG�KH�LV�³before�DOO�WKLQJV�́ �7KDW¶V
QRQVHQVH�� ,W�ERLOV�GRZQ�WR�EHOLHYLQJ�WKLV²³All things´
ZHUH�FUHDWHG�E\�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�FUHDWHG��³All things´
ZHUH�PDGH�E\�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�PDGH��&UHGXOLW\�KDV
LWV�OLPLW��%XW�QRZ�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�WKH�WT�FKRVH�WR
FKDQJH� WKH�:RUG� RI� *RG� LQ� YHUVHV� ���	� ��� E\� DGGLQJ
ZRUGV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�LQ�WKH�WH[W��7KDW¶V�ULJKW��7KH�UHDVRQ�LV
VR�WKH\�ZRXOG�QRW�ORRN�VR�ULGLFXORXV�ZKHQ�WKH\�WHDFK
VXFK� DQ� DEVXUGLW\��:KDW�ZRUGV� GLG� WKH\� DGG� VR� WKH\
GRQ¶W�ORRN�VR�VLOO\"�)RXU�WLPHV�LQ�YHUVHV����	����WKH\�LQ�
VHUWHG�WKH�ZRUG�³other�́ �(YHU\�WLPH�*RG�VD\V�³all things�́
WKH�WT�VD\V�³DOO�other�WKLQJV�´�³2WKHU´�LV�QR�ZKHUH�LQ�WKH
*UHHN�WH[W��7KH�WT�s�RZQ�*UHHN�LQWHUOLQHDU�HPEDUUDVVHV
WKHP��IRU�LW�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�*UHHN�ZRUG�RCPVC�PHDQV�³DOO
WKLQJV�́ �QRW�³DOO�QVJGT�WKLQJV�́ �7KDW¶V�ZK\�,�OHIW�LW�RXW�HDFK
WLPH�DERYH�ZKHQ�,�PHQWLRQHG�³DOO�WKLQJV�́ �,W�UXLQV�3DXO¶V
HQWLUH�PHDQLQJ��7KH�WT�HTXDOO\�SHUYHUWHG�3KLOLSSLDQV�����
WKH\�FKDQJHG�³WKH�QDPH�DERYH�HYHU\�QDPH´�WR�³WKH�QDPH
DERYH�HYHU\�other�QDPH�́ �$JDLQ��WKHLU�RZQ�*UHHN�LQWHU�
OLQHDU�H[SRVHV�WKHLU�GLVKRQHVW\��7KH\�DGG�WR�WKH�GLYLQH
WH[W�ZKDW�VLPSO\� LV�QRW�SUHVHQW� LQ�RUGHU� WR�GHQ\�ZKDW
FOHDUO\�LV�WDXJKW�6

7R�VDYH�IDFH��WKH�WT�WDPSHUHG�ZLWK�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�
<RX�VHH��EHFDXVH�WKH\¶YH�PDGH�WKHLU�³-HVXV´�LQWR�D�³FUHD�
WXUH�́ �WKH\�KDYH�WR�VRPHKRZ�JHW�KLP�LQWR�WKH�UHDOP�RI
³FUHDWHG�WKLQJV�́ �DQG�WKH\�DFFRPSOLVK�WKLV�E\�KDYLQJ�KLP
FUHDWH��QRW�³DOO�WKLQJV�́ �EXW�³DOO�QVJGT�WKLQJV�́ �$QG�E\�WKLV
VOLJKW�RI�KDQG��WKH\�VXFFHHG�LQ�FRPSOHWHO\�FKDQJLQJ�WKH
PHDQLQJ� RI� WKH� WH[W�� ,W� SXWV� &KULVW� LQWR� WKH� UHDOP� RI
³FUHDWHG´� WKLQJV��ZKR� KLPVHOI�� WKHQ�� FUHDWHV� ³DOO� QVJGT
WKLQJV�́ �,Q�PRVW�JW�%LEOHV��WKH\�KDYH�WKH�ZRUG�³RWKHU´�LQ
EUDFNHWV��VKRZLQJ�WKDW�LW¶V�PQV� LQ�WKH�WH[W�EXW�ZDV�DGGHG
E\�WKH�WT��7KH�NWT�WKDW�,�XVH�(1984 revised ed.�2006 printing)�KDV
PQ�EUDFNHWV��QRU�GLG�WKHLU������	������HGLWLRQV���:KDW�WKLV
PHDQV�LV��WKH\�DUH�QRW�DOHUWLQJ�UHDGHUV�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKLV
ZRUG�³RWKHU´�LV�PQV�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�WH[W��7KDW¶V�EROG�DQG
XQDEDVKHG�GHFHSWLRQ��SXUH�DQG�VLPSOH�

��Every saying of God is refined...Add nothing to his
  words, that he may not reprove you, and that you

  may not have to be proved a liar�� (Proverbs 30:5-6).

$OO�WKLV�JHWV�YHU\�COWUKPI�LQ�OLJKW�RI�John 1:3��7KDW¶V
ZKHUH�WKH�WT�VKRRWV�WKHLU�RZQ�IRRW��(YHU\WKLQJ�LV�WKHUH²
&KULVW��FUHDWLRQ��DQG�CNN�VJKPIU²EXW�VRPHWKLQJ¶V�PLVVLQJ�
,W�UHDGV��³All things came into existence through him���´
:KHUH¶V�³QVJGT´"�:KDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�³DOO�QVJGT�WKLQJV´"�,W¶V
WKH�VDPH�*UHHN�ZRUG��RCPVC�� ,V�WKLV�QRW�D�FRPHG\"�7KH
WT�s�JRQQD�PDNH�&KULVW�FUHDWH�³all�WKLQJV´�LQ�-RKQ��\HW
³all other�WKLQJV´�LQ�&RORVVLDQV��7KH\¶UH�JRQQD�FQ�KV�TKIJV
KHUH��\HW�VT[�VQ�FGEGKXG�WU�RYHU�WKHUH��/LVWHQ�WR�LW�FDUHIXOO\�
³All things�FDPH�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH�WKURXJK�KLP��DQG�apart
from him not even one thing�FDPH�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH�´�³1RW
HYHQ�RQH�WKLQJ�´�,I�-HVXV�LV�D�³FUHDWHG´�EHLQJ��DV�WKH\�VD\�
WKHQ�KH�LV�D�³WKLQJ´�WKDW�³FDPH�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH�́ �%XW�-RKQ
VD\V��³All things�FDPH�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH�WKURXJK�KLP�´�7KLV
H[FOXGHV�KLP�IURP�WKH�UHDOP�RI�³WKLQJV´�DQG�SXWV�KLP�LQ
WKH�FODVV�RI�EHLQJ�GVGTPCN�DQG�WPETGCVGF²God himself�²
ZKLFK�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�WHDFK²³God�FUHDWHG
WKH�KHDYHQV�DQG�WKH�HDUWK´�(Gen 1:1)��³God��ZKR�FUHDWHG�DOO
WKLQJV´�(Eph 3:9)��³,��Jehovah��DP�GRLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ��VWUHWFK�
LQJ�RXW�WKH�KHDYHQV�by myself���´�(Isa 44:24)�7

0LFDK�����LV�D�SURSKHF\�DERXW�WKH�ELUWK�RI�-HVXV�WKDW
VSHDNV�GLVWLQFWO\�DERXW�KLV�HWHUQDO�QDWXUH��³���ZKRVH�RUL�
JLQ�LV�IURP�HDUO\�WLPHV��from the days of time indefinite�´
7KH�+HEUHZ�ZRUG�IRU�³WLPH�LQGHILQLWH´��NQYNCO��PHDQV
³HYHUODVWLQJ´�RU�³HWHUQDO�́ �6R�WKLV�SURSKHF\�LV�WHOOLQJ�XV
SODLQO\�WKDW�-HVXV¶�³RULJLQ´�LV�³from the days of eternity�´
&RPSDUH�WKLV�ZLWK�ZKDW�WKH�3VDOPLVW�VDLG�RI�³-HKRYDK´
LQ�3VDOP�������DQG�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW
EHFRPHV�XQPLVWDNDEO\�FOHDU²³(YHQ�IURP time indefinite
WR�time indefinite�\RX�DUH�*RG�´�7KH�YHU\�VDPH�+HEUHZ
ZRUG��NQYNCO��LV�XVHG�KHUH�WZLFH��2QO\�God�LV�HWHUQDO�²
³from the days of eternity�´ q

.ARAH=PEKJ��:�²-HVXV�LV�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV
³the beginning of the creation by God�´�7KH�NWT�LQFRU�
UHFWO\�KDV�³E\´�WR�PDNH�LW�DSSHDU�WKDW�&KULVW�ZDV�FUHDWHG
³by�*RG�´�7KH�WT�s�*UHHN�LQWHUOLQHDU�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�³by
*RG�́ �EXW�SURSHUO\�UHQGHUV�LW��³WKH�FUHDWLRQ�of�*RG�´�DQG
VWDWHV�RQ�SDJH����³WKH�DFFXUDF\�RI�DQ\�PRGHUQ�WUDQVODWLRQ
[the NWT]�FDQ�EH�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�LW�́ �6R��ZH¶OO�NHHS�LW�DFFRUG�
LQJ�WR�WKH�WT�s�RZQ�LQWHUOLQHDU¶V�³DFFXUDF\´²³of�*RG�́
7KH�*UHHN�ZRUG�IRU�³EHJLQQLQJ´�LV�CTEJG�ZKLFK�FDQ�FRU�
UHFWO\�EH�WUDQVODWHG�³origin�́ �7KH�WT�LV�IRUFHG�WR�DFNQRZ�
OHGJH�WKLV�EHFDXVH�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�NWT�(1950 ed.)��WKH\�UHQGHU
CTEJG�DW�-RKQ�����DV�³originally´�LQ�SUHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�WHUP
³EHJLQQLQJ�́ �6R�WKH\�DGPLW�WKDW�5HYHODWLRQ������FDQ�EH
WUDQVODWHG�WR�PHDQ�WKDW�&KULVW�LV�WKH�CTEJG�RU�³origin´�RI
WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�*RG��7KH�UHDVRQ�-HVXV�LV�FDOOHG�WKH�³RUL�
JLQ´�RU�³EHJLQQLQJ´�RI�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�*RG�LV�EHFDXVH�JG
DTQWIJV�ETGCVKQP�HQTVJ��(YDQJHOLFDO�VFKRODUV�DJUHH�WKDW�CTEJG
FDUULHV�WKH�DFWLYH�PHDQLQJ�RI�³RQH�ZKR�EHJLQV�´�³RULJLQ�´
³VRXUFH�´�³FUHDWRU�´�RU�³ILUVW�FDXVH�´�$V�WKH�&UHDWRU�DQG
2ULJLQDWRU�RI�³DOO�WKLQJV´�(John 1:3; Col 1:16)��&KULVW�QDWXUDOO\
LV�WKH�DGIKPPKPI�RI�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�*RG��+H�ZKR�EURXJKW
FUHDWLRQ� IRUWK� LV� WKH�DGIKPPKPI�RU�QTKIKP�RI� WKH�FUHDWLRQ�
+RZ�FRXOG�LW�EH�RWKHUZLVH"�$QG�WKLQN�DERXW�WKLV��WRR�
7KH�(QJOLVK�ZRUG�CTEJKVGEV�LV�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�ZRUG�CTEJG�
&KULVW�LV�WKH�CTEJKVGEV�RU�FGUKIPGT�RI�DOO�FUHDWLRQ�q

��KNEJPDE=JO�:�²³7KH�KHDG�RI�HYHU\
PDQ�LV�WKH�&KULVW��LQ�WXUQ�WKH�KHDG�RI�D�ZRPDQ�LV�WKH�PDQ�
LQ�WXUQ�the head of the Christ is God�́ �7KH�WT�XVHV�WKLV
YHUVH�WR�GHQ\�WKH�GHLW\�RI�&KULVW��7KLV�SDVVDJH��WKRXJK�
LV�VLPSO\�VKRZLQJ�WKH�principle of headship��,W�KDV�QRWK�
LQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�LQIHULRULW\�RU�VXSHULRULW\�RI�RQH�SHUVRQ
RYHU�DQRWKHU��UDWKHU��LW�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�RCVVGTPU�QH�CWVJQTKV[�
3DXO�VD\V�WKDW�WKH�PDQ�LV�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�ZRPDQ��HYHQ
WKRXJK� PHQ� DQG� ZRPHQ� DUH� SHUIHFWO\� HTXDO� LQ� WKHLU
HVVHQWLDO�EHLQJ��:RPHQ�DUH�QRW�D� NQYGT� HQTO�QH� NKHG� WKDQ
PHQ��%RWK�DUH�GSWCN�LQ�WKHLU�KXPDQLW\��7KH�%LEOH�FOHDUO\
WHDFKHV�WKDW�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�DUH�HTXDO�LQ�WHUPV�RI�QDWXUH�
7KH\�DUH�ERWK�KXPDQ��DQG�WKH\�DUH�ERWK�FUHDWHG�LQ�*RG¶V
LPDJH�(Gen 1:26-28)��7KH\�DUH�DOVR�VDLG�WR�EH�RQH�LQ�&KULVW
(Gal 3:28)��3DXO�LV�VKRZLQJ�XV�KHUH�WKDW�GSWCNKV[�QH�DGKPI�DQG
UQEKCN�JKGTCTEJ[�DUH�QRW�PXWXDOO\�H[FOXVLYH��(YHQ�WKRXJK
PHQ�DQG�ZRPDQ�DUH�FRPSOHWHO\�HTXDO�LQ�WHUPV�RI�QDWXUH�
WKHUH�H[LVWV�D�HWPEVKQPCN�JKGTCTEJ[�EHWZHHQ�WKHP��,W¶V�VLP�
SO\�*RG¶V�DUUDQJHPHQW�WKDW�VRPHRQH�DFW�DV�KHDG��DQG�KH
DVVLJQHG�WKDW�UROH�WR�WKH�PDQ�

,Q� WKH�VDPH�ZD\�� &KULVW� DQG� WKH�)DWKHU�DUH�XWWHUO\
equal�LQ�WKHLU�GLYLQH�EHLQJ��-HVXV�VDLG��³,�DQG�WKH�)DWKHU
DUH� RQH´²John 10:30�� HYHQ� WKRXJK� -HVXV� LV� IXQFWLRQDOO\
XQGHU�WKH�)DWKHU¶V�KHDGVKLS��7KHUH�LV�QR�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�LQ
DIILUPLQJ�ERWK�DQ�GSWCNKV[�QH�DGKPI�DQG�D�HWPEVKQPCN�UWDQTFK�
PCVKQP�DPRQJ�WKH�SHUVRQV�RI�WKH�*RGKHDG��&KULVW�LQ�KLV
GLYLQH�QDWXUH�LV�IXOO\�HTXDO�WR�WKH�)DWKHU��HYHQ�WKRXJK�KP
JKU�TGNCVKQP�VQ�VJG�(CVJGT��KH�LV�VXERUGLQDWH�DQG�VXEPLVVLYH�
HVSHFLDOO\�VLQFH�EHFRPLQJ�D�PDQ��:LWKLQ�WKH�*RGKHDG²
WKH�)DWKHU�DFWV�DV�KHDG�ZLWKRXW�GLPLQLVKLQJ�WKH�IXOO�GHLW\
RI�WKH�6RQ��7KLV�SDVVDJH�GRHV�QRW�LPSO\�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�OHVV
WKDQ�*RG�

7KHVH�WZR�WKLQJV�PXVW�KRQHVWO\�EH�DQVZHUHG��(1)�$UH
ZRPHQ�LQIHULRU�LQ�QDWXUH�WR�PHQ�EHFDXVH�PHQ�H[HUFLVH
KHDGVKLS�RYHU�ZRPHQ"�(2)�,I�WKH�PDQ¶V�KHDGVKLS�RYHU�WKH
ZRPDQ�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�ZRPHQ�DUH�LQIHULRU�LQ�QDWXUH�
WKHQ�ZK\�GRHV�WKH�WT�LQVLVW�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU¶V�KHDGVKLS
RYHU�&KULVW�PHDQV�WKDW�&KULVW�LV�LQIHULRU�LQ�QDWXUH²WKDW
LV��WKDW�KH�LV�D�³OHVVHU�JRG´"q

&KDJ���:��	�.ARAH=PEKJ��:�²
-HVXV�VDLG��³,�DP�DVFHQGLQJ�WR�P\�)DWKHU�DQG�\RXU�)DWKHU�
DQG�WR�my God�DQG�\RXU�*RG�´�7KH�VDPH�H[SUHVVLRQ�³my
God´�LV�XVHG�IRXU�WLPHV�E\�-HVXV�LQ�WKH�DERYH�UHIHUHQFH
LQ�5HYHODWLRQ�� JW�s� DVVHUW� WKDW� -HVXV�ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH
UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�DV�³P\�*RG´�LI�KH�ZHUH�LQ�IDFW�*RG
KLPVHOI��%XW�KHUH�DJDLQ�WKH\�IDLO�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKHUH�FDQ�EH
UVTWEVWTGF�TGNCVKQPUJKRU�VXFK�DV�³headship´�DPRQJ�GSWCNU��,W
VD\V�LQ�([RGXV������WKDW�0RVHV�³ZLOO�VHUYH�DV�*RG´�WR�KLV
EURWKHU�$DURQ��0RVHV�VHUYLQJ�DV�³*RG´�WR�$DURQ�GLG�QRW
PHDQ�WKDW�$DURQ�ZDV�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�KPHGTKQT�WR�0RVHV��RU�WKDW
DV�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��0RVHV�DQG�$DURQ�ZHUH�QRW�SHUIHFWO\
GSWCN��,W�KDG�WR�GR�ZLWK�RCVVGTPU�QH�CWVJQTKV[��$QG�WKH�)DWKHU
VHUYLQJ�DV�³*RG´�WR�WKH�6RQ�GRHV�QRW�FKDQJH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW
*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�*RG�WKH�6RQ�DUH�GSWCN�DV�WR�WKHLU�GHLW\�
7KH�)DWKHU�DQG�WKH�6RQ�FDQ�EH�SHUIHFWO\�HTXDO��ZLWK�WKH
)DWKHU�VHUYLQJ�DV�³KHDG´�RU�³*RG´�WR�WKH�6RQ�



%HIRUH�WKH�LQFDUQDWLRQ��&KULVW��WKH�VHFRQG�SHUVRQ�RI
WKH�7ULQLW\�� SRVVHVVHG� RQO\� D�FKXKPG� QDWXUH�� %XW� LQ� WKH
LQFDUQDWLRQ��&KULVW�WRRN�RQ�KLP�D�JWOCP�QDWXUH��,W�LV�WKXV
LQ�KLV�KXPDQLW\�WKDW�&KULVW�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKH�)DWKHU�DV
³P\�*RG�́ �-HVXV�LQ�KLV�GLYLQH�QDWXUH�FRXOG�QHYHU�UHIHU�WR
WKH�)DWKHU�DV�³P\�*RG�´�IRU�-HVXV�ZDV�IXOO\�HTXDO�WR�WKH
)DWKHU�LQ�HYHU\�ZD\��%XW�VLQFH�&KULVW�EHFDPH�D�PDQ��DQG
VLQFH�RQH�RI�WKH�SURSHU�GXWLHV�RI�PDQ�LV�WR�ZRUVKLS��SUD\
WR��DQG�DGRUH�*RG��LW�ZDV�SHUIHFWO\�SURSHU�IRU�-HVXV�WR
FDOO�WKH�)DWKHU�³P\�*RG´�DQG�WR�DGGUHVV�KLP�LQ�SUD\HU�
3RVLWLRQDOO\�VSHDNLQJ�DV�D�PDQ��DV�D�-HZ��DQG�DV�RXU�KLJK
SULHVW��-HVXV�³EHFDPH�OLNH�KLV�EURWKHUV�LQ�DOO�UHVSHFWV´�(Heb
2:17)��DQG�FRXOG�DGGUHVV�WKH�)DWKHU�DV�³P\�*RG�́ �+RZHYHU�
WKH�6RQ�GLG�QRW�UHODWH�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�XQWLO�KH
³HPSWLHG�KLPVHOI´�DQG�EHFDPH�PDQ�(Phil 2:6-8)�

7KRPDV�FDOOHG�-HVXV�³0\�/RUG�DQG�P\�*RG�´�(John 20:28)�
6R�-HVXV��WRR��LV�FDOOHG�³P\�*RG�́ �(YHQ�LI�ZH�FDQ¶W�FRP�
SOHWHO\�XQGHUVWDQG�&KULVW¶V�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�)DWKHU��ZH
FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG�HQRXJK�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�ZH�DUH�LQ�WKH�VDPH
UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�&KULVW�DV�7KRPDV�ZDV��VR�ZH�WRR�FDQ�FDOO
KLP��³P\�*RG�́ �q

��KNEJPDE=JO��:��²³%XW�ZKHQ� DOO
WKLQJV�ZLOO� KDYH� EHHQ� VXEMHFWHG� WR� KLP�� WKHQ� the Son
himself will also subject himself�WR�WKH�2QH�ZKR�VXEMHFWHG
DOO�WKLQJV�WR�KLP��WKDW�*RG�PD\�EH�DOO�WKLQJV�WR�HYHU\RQH�´
7KH� NH\� SRLQW� KHUH� IRU� JW�s� LV� WKDW� WKH� 6RQ� EHFRPHV
³UWDLGEV´� WR� WKH�)DWKHU²DV� LI� WKDW� LPSOLHG� KPHGTKQTKV[�RU
EHLQJ�RI�D�NQYGT�HQTO�QH�NKHG�WKDQ�WKH�)DWKHU��%XW�LW�GRHV�QRW�
7KH\�FLWH�WKLV�DV�D�SDVVDJH�WKDW�SURYHV�EH\RQG�DQ\�GRXEW
WKDW� -HVXV� LV� QRW� HTXDO� WR� WKH� )DWKHU� DQG� LV� QRW� *RG
$OPLJKW\��,I�&KULVW�ZHUH�*RG�$OPLJKW\��WKH\�DUJXH��KH
ZRXOG�QRW�EH�LQ�VXEMHFWLRQ�WR�DQ\RQH��%XW�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ
%LEOH��-HVXV�DV�D�\RXQJ�PDQ�³EQPVKPWGF�UWDLGEV´�WR�-RVHSK
DQG�0DU\�(Luke 2:51)��'RHV�WKLV�LPSO\�WKDW�KH�ZDV�RI�D�NQYGT
NKHG�HQTO�WKDQ�KLV�KXPDQ�SDUHQWV"�1R��WKH�WKUHH�RI�WKHP
ZHUH� GSWCN� LQ� WKHLU� KXPDQLW\�� EXW� -HVXV� UHVSHFWHG� WKH
KHDGVKLS�DUUDQJHPHQW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDPLO\��DQ�DUUDQJHPHQW
ZKHUHE\�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VXEMHFW�WR�SDUHQWV��DQG�WKH�KXVEDQG
LV�KHDG�RI�KLV�ZLIH��6R�� LI�-HVXV�FRXOG�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�KLV
SDUHQWV�\HW�GSWCN�WR�WKHP�LQ�KLV�KXPDQLW\��KH�FDQ�DOVR�EH
VXEMHFW�WR�KLV�KHDYHQO\�)DWKHU�ZKLOH�GSWCN� WR�KLP�LQ�KLV
GHLW\�

7KH�ZRUG�³VXEMHFW´�LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�KDV�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR
ZLWK�&KULVW¶V�HVVHQWLDO�QDWXUH�RU�EHLQJ��5DWKHU��WKH�ZRUG
SRLQWV�WR�&KULVW¶V�HWPEVKQPCN�UWDLGEVKQP�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�DV�WKH
*RG�PDQ�DQG�0HGLDWRU�LQ�WKH�RXWZRUNLQJ�RI�WKH�SODQ�RI
VDOYDWLRQ��JW�s�PDNH�PXFK�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�HYHQ�QRZ��LQ
WKH�JORULILHG�VWDWH��&KULVW� LV�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�)DWKHU��WKXV
LPSO\LQJ�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�QRW�*RG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�VHQVH�DV�WKH
)DWKHU��%XW�-HVXV�DV�D�PDQ��WRGD\�DQG�IRUHYHU��ZLOO�DOZD\V
EH�LQ�VXEMHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�)DWKHU��2I�FRXUVH��JW�s�DUH�WDXJKW
WKDW�-HVXV�LV�PQV�PQY�C�OCP��WKDW�KH�ZDV�PQV�UDLVHG�bodily
IURP�WKH�JUDYH��EXW�DV�D�³VSLULW�FUHDWXUH�´�%XW�WKH�:RUG
RI� *RG� LV� FU\VWDO� FOHDU� RQ� WKLV� SRLQW²HYHQ� VJGKT� QYP
$KDNG²WKDW�-HVXV�LV�QRZ�DQG�ZLOO�IRUHYHU�EH�C�OCP��³6HH
P\�KDQGV�DQG�P\�IHHW��WKDW�LW�LV�,�P\VHOI��IHHO�PH�DQG�VHH�

EHFDXVH�D�URKTKV�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�IOHVK�DQG�ERQHV�MXVW�DV�\RX
EHKROG�WKDW�,�KDYH´�(Luke 24:37-39)��³%UHDN�GRZQ�WKLV�WHPSOH�
DQG�LQ�WKUHH�GD\V�,�ZLOO�UDLVH�LW�XS���EXW�KH�ZDV�WDONLQJ
DERXW�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�KLV�DQF[´�(John 2:18-22)��³7KLV�-HVXV�ZKR
ZDV�UHFHLYHG�XS�IURP�\RX�LQWR�WKH�VN\�ZLOO�FRPH�WKXV�KP
VJG�UCOG�OCPPGT�DV�\RX�KDYH�EHKHOG�KLP�JRLQJ�LQWR�WKH
VN\´�(Acts 1:11)��³,W�LV�LQ�KLP�WKDW�DOO�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�WKH�GLYLQH
TXDOLW\�GZHOOV�DQFKN[´�(Col 2:9)��³7KHUH�LV�RQH�*RG��DQG�RQH
PHGLDWRU�EHWZHHQ�*RG�DQG�PHQ��C�OCP��&KULVW�-HVXV´�(1
Tim 2:5)��%HFDXVH�&KULVW�VWLOO�SRVVHVVHV�KLV�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�
KH�LV�VWLOO�LQ�VXEPLVVLRQ�WR�WKH�)DWKHU��%XW�LQ�QR�ZD\�GRHV
WKLV�PDNH�-HVXV�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�)DWKHU�LQ�WHUPV�RI�KLV�GLYLQH
QDWXUH��&KULVW�LV�WKH�*RG�PDQ��2Q�WKH�KXPDQ�VLGH��-HVXV
LV�D�PDQ��RQ�WKH�GLYLQH�VLGH��-HVXV�LV�IRUHYHU�HTXDO�WR�WKH
)DWKHU�q

��KNEJPDE=JO��:�²³7KHUH�LV�DFWXDOO\
WR�XV�one God the Father��RXW�RI�ZKRP�DOO�WKLQJV�DUH��DQG
ZH�IRU�KLP��DQG�WKHUH�LV�RQH�/RUG��-HVXV�&KULVW��WKURXJK
ZKRP�DOO�WKLQJV�DUH��DQG�ZH�WKURXJK�KLP�´�JW�s�EHOLHYH
WKLV� YHUVH� JLYHV� LURQ�FODG�SURRI� WKDW� -HVXV� LV�QRW�*RG�
³7KHUH�LV�EXW�RQH�*RG�´�WKH\�VD\��³DQG�ZKR�LV�KH"�7KH
)DWKHU��6R��-HVXV�LV�QRW�*RG�́ �%XW��DV�\RX�ZLOO�VHH��WKHLU
OLQH�RI�UHDVRQLQJ�GRHVQ¶W�KROG�XS��'RQ¶W�OHW�WKHP�VWRS
WKHUH��0DNH�WKHP�DSSO\�WKH�VDPH�OLQH�RI�UHDVRQLQJ�WR�WKH
UHVW�RI�WKH�YHUVH��7KHQ�WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�VD\��³7KHUH�LV�EXW
RQH�/RUG��DQG�ZKR�LV�KH"�-HVXV�&KULVW��6R��WKH�)DWKHU�LV
QRW�/RUG�´�%XW�WKH\�ZRQ¶W�JR�WKDW�IDU��:K\"�EHFDXVH�WKH\
DOZD\V�VSHDN�RI�-HKRYDK�DV�³/RUG�´�%XW�WKH�VDPH�DUJX�
PHQW� WKDW� ZRXOG�PDNH� QPN[� WKH� )DWKHU� ³*RG�́ � ZRXOG
PDNH�QPN[�-HVXV�³/RUG�́ �7KH\�FDQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�RQH�ZLWKRXW
WKH�RWKHU��7KH\�FDQQRW�PDNH�WKH�ILUVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�YHUVH
H[FOXGH� -HVXV� IURP� EHLQJ� ³*RG�́ � ZLWKRXW�PDNLQJ� WKH
VHFRQG�KDOI�H[FOXGH�WKH�)DWKHU�IURP�EHLQJ�³/RUG�́

7KH�IDFW�LV�� WKH�%LEOH�XVHV�WKH�WHUPV�*RG�DQG�/RUG
YLUWXDOO\� LQWHUFKDQJHDEO\�� 7KH� YDULRXV� IDOVH� JRGV� DUH
FDOOHG�ERWK�³JRGV´�DQG�³ORUGV´�(v 5)��7KH�)DWKHU�LV�FDOOHG
ERWK�³*RG´�DQG�³/RUG�́ �DQG�WKH�6RQ�LV�UHIHUUHG�WR�E\
ERWK�WHUPV��7KRPDV�DGGUHVVHG�-HVXV�DV�³P\�/RUG�DQG�P\
*RG´�(John 20:28)��7KH�OHDGHUV�RI�WKH�WT�KDYH�WDXJKW�JW�s�WR
VHH�LQ���&RULQWKLDQV�����D�EQPVTCUV�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�H[LVW�

7KH�VLPSOH�TXHVWLRQ�ZH�QHHG�DQ�DQVZHU�IRU�LV�WKLV²
'RHV�WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�EHOLHYH�WKDW�³*RG´�(Greek�Theos)�DQG
³/RUG´�(Kurios)�DUH�EQPVTCUVKPI�WLWOHV��RU�GRHV�KH�XVH�WKHP
KPVGTEJCPIGCDN["�$OO�ZH�QHHG�WR�GR�LV�PHUHO\�ORRN�EDFN�D
IHZ�YHUVHV�WR�������ZKHUH�KH�VD\V��µµ$V�-HKRYDK�(Kurios)�KDV
JLYHQ�HDFK�RQH�D�SRUWLRQ��OHW�HDFK�RQH�VR�ZDON�DV�*RG
(Theos)�KDV�FDOOHG�KLP�́ �'R�WKHVH�WZR�*UHHN�WHUPV�UHIHU�WR
QPG�DQG�WKH�UCOG�*RG"�2I�FRXUVH�WKH\�GR��$QG�LQ�5RPDQV
������LQ�RQH�YHUVH�DORQH��3DXO�XVHV�-WTKQU�WKUHH�WLPHV�DQG
6JGQU�WZLFH�²DJDLQ��UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�VDPH�*RG��(YHQ�VR
LQ�RXU�WH[W����&RULQWKLDQV������3DXO�XVHV�-WTKQU�DQG�6JGQU
UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�VDPH�³one God´�RI�YHUVH����+H�LV�VLPSO\
HQODUJLQJ�XSRQ�ZKDW�KH�VWDWHG�WKHUH²³7KHUH�LV�QR�*RG
EXW�RQH�´�2WKHUZLVH��ZH�PXVW�DVN��,I�³WKH�)DWKHU´�IXOO\
HQFRPSDVVHV�WKLV�³RQH�*RG�́ �ZK\�GLG�WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO
PHQWLRQ�-HVXV�DW�DOO�LQ�YHUVH��"q

&KDJ��:�²³7KLV�PHDQV�HYHUODVWLQJ�OLIH��WKHLU
WDNLQJ�LQ�NQRZOHGJH�RI�\RX��the only true God��DQG�RI
WKH�RQH�ZKRP�\RX�VHQW�IRUWK��-HVXV�&KULVW�´�7KLV�WH[W�LV
RQH�RI�WKH�DOO�WLPH�IDYRULWHV�RI�WKH�:DWFKWRZHU�FODQ��7KH\
XVH�LW�LQ�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V�

(KTUV��:KLOH�DOO�UHFRJQL]HG�%LEOH�WUDQVODWLRQV�UHQGHU
WKLV�³VQ�MPQY´�*RG��WKH�NWT�KDV�³VCMKPI�KP�MPQYNGFIG�´�JW�s
XVH�WKLV�YHUVH�WR�RIIHU�SHRSOH�D�³IUHH�KRPH�%LEOH�VWXG\´
LQ�RUGHU�WR�³WDNH�LQ´�WKLV�VR�FDOOHG�³NQRZOHGJH´�RI�*RG�
7KRVH�ZKR�DFFHSW�WKH�RIIHU�DUH�TXLFNO\�VZLWFKHG�IURP�WKH
%LEOH�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�ERRNV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�WT��$IWHU
WKDW��WKRVH�VWXG\LQJ�ZLWK�WKH�JW�s�DUH�³DOZD\V�OHDUQLQJ
DQG�\HW�QHYHU�DEOH�WR�FRPH�WR�DQ�DFFXUDWH�NQRZOHGJH�RI
WUXWK´�(2 Tim 3:7)��-HVXV�VDLG��³,�DP�WKH�ZD\�DQG�WKH�WUXWK
DQG�WKH�OLIH��1R�RQH�FRPHV�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�H[FHSW�WKURXJK
PH´�(John 14:6)��7KH�³IDFWV´�WKDW�JW�s�NHHS�³VCMKPI�KP´�QHYHU
PDNH�XS�IRU�WKH�ODFN�RI�DFWXDOO\�MPQYKPI�-HVXV��WKH�OLYLQJ
7UXWK�(see John 5:39-40)�

5GEQPF��7KH\�XVH�WKLV�YHUVH�WR�GHQ\�WKH�GHLW\�RI�&KULVW�
7KH\�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�-HVXV�FDOOHG�WKH�)DWKHU�³the only true
God´�DQG�PDGH�D�FKUVKPEVKQP�EHWZHHQ�³\RX��WKH�RQO\�WUXH
*RG´�DQG�³WKH�RQH�ZKRP�\RX�VHQW�IRUWK��-HVXV�&KULVW�´
%XW�LI�-HVXV¶�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�DV�³WKH�RQO\�WUXH�*RG´
ZHUH�PHDQW�WR�GZENWFG�WKH�6RQ�IURP�EHLQJ�*RG��WKHQ�WKH
VDPH�SULQFLSOH�RI�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�DSSO\�WR
��&RULQWKLDQV������ZKHUH�LW�VD\V��³VJGTG� KU�QPG�.QTF��-HVXV
&KULVW�´�DQG�DOVR�WR�-XGH����ZKHUH�-HVXV�LV�FDOOHG�³QWT�QPN[
1YPGT� CPF� .QTF�´� ,I� JW�s� ZHUH� FRQVLVWHQW�� WKHVH� YHUVHV
ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�GZENWFG� WKH�)DWKHU�IURP�³/RUGVKLS´�DQG
³2ZQHUVKLS�́ �<HW�DOO�JW�s�VSHDN�RI�WKH�)DWKHU�DV�³WKH�/RUG
-HKRYDK�´�-HVXV�EHLQJ�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�³RQH´�DQG�³RQO\´
/RUG�GRHV�QRW�UXOH�RXW�WKH�/RUGVKLS�RI�WKH�)DWKHU��DQG
WKH� )DWKHU� EHLQJ� FDOOHG� WKH� ³RQO\´� WUXH�*RG�GRHV� QRW
H[FOXGH�WKH�6RQ�IURP�EHLQJ�*RG��:H�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU
LV�³/RUG´�E\�FRPSDULQJ�RWKHU�6FULSWXUHV��DQG�ZH�NQRZ
WKDW� WKH� 6RQ� LV� ³*RG´� E\� FRPSDULQJ� RWKHU� 6FULSWXUHV�
$OVR��JW�s� DUH�FDXJKW�E\�WKHLU�RZQ�FRQIXVLRQ�KHUH��%\
DGDPDQWO\�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU�LV�WKH�³RQO\´�VTWG�*RG�
DQG�E\�FDOOLQJ�-HVXV�³C�IQF´�(John 1:1)��WKH\�LQHVFDSDEO\�DUH
FDOOLQJ�-HVXV�D�³HCNUG�JRG�́  q

���������������������������������������������������������������������4P]�CWP]Zb
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������End-Notes:
(1)�)RU�D�VWXG\�RI�John 14:28 �the Father is greater than I am��VHH�RXU
WUDFW��-:·V²5HIXWHG�������(2) :KDW�'RHV�WKH�%LEOH�5HDOO\�7HDFK"��������S ���(3)�,Q
,QHUUDQF\��������(4)�,ELG���(5)�(SLVWOH�WR�WKH�&RORVVLDQV��������S����(6)�)RU�IXUWKHU
LQVLJKW�RQ�WKLV��VHH�RXU�WUDFW��)DFWV�WKH�:DWFKWRZHU�6RFLHW\�'RHVQ·W�:DQW�<RX�WR
.QRZ�(7)�7KLV�SRLQW�LV�IXUWKHU�HQODUJHG�LQ��-:·V²5HIXWHG�����

&HKRYDK¶V� :LWQHVVHV� DUH� IDPRXV� IRU� OLIWLQJ� %LEOH
YHUVHV��RU�HYHQ�MXVW�SKUDVHV��RXW�RI�WKHLU�FRQWH[WV

DQG�SUHVHQWLQJ�WKHP�WR�\RX�MXVW�WKDW�ZD\��ZLWK�QR�UHJDUG
WR�ZKDW�ZDV�VDLG�EHIRUH�RU�DIWHU��:KDW�WKLV�SODLQO\�PHDQV
LV��ZKHQ�WKH\¶UH�TXRWLQJ�6FULSWXUH�WR�\RX��WKH\�JHQHUDOO\
GRQ¶W�KDYH�D�FOXH�DV�WR�ZKDW�SUHFHGHG�LW�RU�ZKDW�IROORZV
LW��7KH\�KDYHQ¶W�EHHQ�WDXJKW�WR�VWXG\�WKH�%LEOH�WKDW�ZD\²
YHUVH�E\�YHUVH²VR�WKDW�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�YHUVHV�KHOS�WR
H[SODLQ�the full meaning�RI�D�SDUWLFXODU�SDVVDJH��5DWKHU�
WKH\¶UH�WUDLQHG�LQ�WKH�DUW�RI�³VDOHVPDQVKLS�́ �7KH\¶YH�KDG
D�IHZ�LVRODWHG�³SURRI�WH[WV´�GULOOHG�LQWR�WKHP�DW�WKH�ORFDO
.LQJGRP�+DOO��DQG�ZKHQ�WKH\�FRPH�URXQG�TXRWLQJ�WKHVH
VR�VNLOOIXOO\�DW�WKH�GRRU�DQG�³SROO\�SDUURWLQJ´�WKH�:DWFK�
WRZHU¶V�³VODQW´�RQ�WKHVH�YHUVHV��WKH\�IRRO�D�ORW�R�SHRSOH�
0DQ\�SHRSOH�DFWXDOO\�WKLQN�WKHVH�DUH�TGCN�³%LEOH�VWXGHQWV´
ZKR�NQRZ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�ZHOO��%XW�WKH�WUXWK�LV��DOO�WKH\
FDQ�RIIHU�\RX�DW�WKH�GRRU�LV�D�SUH�SURJUDPPHG�:DWFK�
WRZHU��WT��³VDOHV�SLWFK´�DQG�QR�PRUH�

-HKRYDK¶V�:LWQHVVHV��JW�s��DUH�FRQVWDQWO\�LQVWUXFWHG
E\�WKH�WT�WR�UHMHFW�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�Christ is God��7KH\
GHQ\�WKDW�WKH�0GY�9QTNF�6TCPUNCVKQP��NWT��FRQWDLQV�HYHQ
D�KLQW�RI�&KULVW¶V�GHLW\��7KLV�WUDFW��XVLQJ�RQO\�WKH�NWT�
ZLOO�H[DPLQH�D�IHZ�RI�WKHLU�IDYRULWH�³SURRI�WH[WV�¶¶1�:KHQ
VFULSWXUDO�SRLQWV�DUH�UDLVHG�IURP�RWKHU�WUDQVODWLRQV��LW¶V
FRPPRQ�WR�KHDU�WKHP�VD\��³,W¶V�QRW�WUDQVODWHG�FRUUHFWO\
LQ�WKDW�%LEOH�´�:KHQ�WKH�VDPH�TXHVWLRQV�DUH�UDLVHG�DQG
DQVZHUHG�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�%LEOH��WKH\�FDQQRW�KLGH�EHKLQG
VXFK�H[FXVHV��7KLV�WUDFW�WDNHV�WKHLU�RZQ�%LEOH��WXUQV�LW
EDFN�XSRQ�WKHP��UHIXWHV�WKHLU�VLPSOLVWLF�DUJXPHQWV��DQG
H[SRVHV�WKH�WT�IRU�ZKDW�LW�LV²IDOVH�DQG�GHFHSWLYH�
�KHKOOE=JO�:�²³+H�LV�WKH�LPDJH�RI�WKH

LQYLVLEOH�*RG��the firstborn of all creation�́ �JW�s�ZLOO�WU\
WR�FRQYLQFH�\RX�WKDW�WKLV�ZRUG�³ILUVWERUQ´�PHDQV�³ILUVW�
FUHDWHG�´�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�³WKH�ILUVW�FUHDWLRQ�RI�-HKRYDK�¶¶2�$V
XVXDO��WKHVH�GRRU�NQRFNLQ¶�%LEOH�VFKRODUV�KDYHQ¶W�GRQH
DQ\�KRPHZRUN��H[FHSW�WR�UHDG�6JG�9CVEJVQYGT��7KH�*UHHN
ZRUG�IRU�³ILUVW�FUHDWHG´�LV�RTQVQMVKUKU��%XW�3DXO�XVHV�D�FRP�
SOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUG²RTQVQVQMQU��ZKLFK�PHDQV�³first in
rank��preeminent one��heir�́ �,W¶V�XVHG�DV�D�WLWOH�RI�VRYHU�
HLJQW\�DQG�SUHHPLQHQFH��&KULVW�LV�WKH�ILUVWERUQ�LQ�WKDW
KH¶V�SRVLWLRQDOO\�SUHHPLQHQW�RYHU�FUHDWLRQ�DQG�VXSUHPH
RYHU�DOO� WKLQJV��+H¶V�DOVR� WKH�KHLU�RI�DOO� WKLQJV�� IRU�DOO
WKLQJV�ZHUH�PDGH�³E\´�KLP�DQG�³IRU´�KLP�(v16)��%\�GLYLQH
ULJKW��DOO�RI�FUHDWLRQ�EHORQJV�WR�KLP��$QG�KH¶V�WKH�KHLU�RI
DOO�FUHDWLRQ�LQ�WKDW�DOO�WKDW�EHORQJV�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�OLNHZLVH
EHORQJV�WR�WKH�6RQ�
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Grateful acknowledgement to Ron Rhodes for portions of this tract
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