
What Difference Does it Make!
,W·V�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�WUXO\�NQRZ�*RG�LI �\RX�FOLQJ�WR�WHDFKLQJV

WKDW�FRQWUDGLFW�ZKDW�*RG�VD\V�DERXW�KLPVHOI��0DQ\�IRUPHU
&DWKROLFV�KDYH�GLVFRYHUHG�ZKDW�LW�WDNHV�WR�EH�ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG�
/LVWHQ��´)RU�RXU�VDNH�>*RG@�PDGH�>-HVXV@�WR�EH�VLQ�ZKR�GLG
QRW�NQRZ�VLQ��VR�WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�EHFRPH�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI
*RG�LQ�KLPµ�(2 Cor 5:21)��&KULVW�ZDV�SHUVRQDOO\�$OO�+RO\��\HW�DV
RXU� VXEVWLWXWH�� KH� EHFDPH� OHJDOO\� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� RXU� VLQV�
*RG�PDGH�KLP�WR�EH�VLQ�E\�WUDQVIHUULQJ�RXU�VLQV�WR�KLP��WKHQ
SXQLVKLQJ�KLP�IRU�WKRVH�VLQV��1RZ�&KULVW·V�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�LV
SXW�WR�WKH�FUHGLW�RI �DQ\RQH�ZKR�WUXO\�EHOLHYHV�LQ�KLP��%HLQJ
ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG�LV�WKH�JUDFLRXV�DFW�ZKHUHE\�D�EHOLHYLQJ�VLQQHU
KDV�&KULVW·V�SHUIHFW�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�FUHGLWHG�WR�KLP��´%\�JUDFH
\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�VDYHG�WKURXJK�IDLWK��DQG�WKLV�LV�QRW�IURP�\RX�
LW�LV�WKH�JLIW�RI �*RG��LW�LV�QRW�IURP�ZRUNVµ�(Eph 2:8,9)�

-HVXV·�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�IURP�WKH�JUDYH�SURYHG�WKDW�KLV�PLVVLRQ
WR�DFFRPSOLVK�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�ZDV�FRPSOHWH��1RZ��´(YHU\RQH
ZKR�FDOOV�RQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�EH�VDYHGµ�(Rom 10:13)�
,I �\RX�FOLQJ�WR�WHDFKLQJV�DQG�WUDGLWLRQV�WKDW�FRQWUDGLFW�*RG·V
WUXWK��\RX�GR�VR�DW�\RXU�HWHUQDO�SHULO��'R�ZKDW�VR�PDQ\�KDYH
GRQH�EHIRUH�\RX³WXUQ�WR�*RG�LQ�IDLWK�DORQH�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�
EDVHG�RQ�&KULVW·V�GHDWK�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��$V�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW
FRQYLFWV�\RX��H[SUHVV�WR�*RG�\RXU�KHDUWIHOW�EHOLHI �LQ�&KULVW·V
GHDWK�RQ�\RXU�EHKDOI��7KHQ��KDYLQJ�UHFHLYHG�WKH�JLIW�RI �HWHUQDO
OLIH��OLYH�\RXU�OLIH�LQ�SUDLVH�RI �*RG·V�JUDFH�(Eph 1:6)�DQG�LQ�FRQ�
WLQXDO�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�WR�KLP�q �by Richard Bennett
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'FC82E@CJ�LV�ZKHUH�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�VHQGV
WKH�VRXOV�RI�LWV�EHVW�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EH�SXUJHG�RI�WKHLU�YHQLDO

�´OHVVHUµ��VLQV�LQ�LWV�́ GHYRXULQJ�IODPHVµ�EHIRUH�WKH\�FDQ�HQWHU
KHDYHQ�� 7KH�&DWKROLF� &KXUFK�PDNHV� VODYHV� RI� KHU� SHRSOH
XSRQ�HDUWK��DQG�DIWHU�GHDWK�PDNHV�´PHUFKDQGLVHµ�RI�WKHLU
VRXOV�(2 Peter 2:3)�

:KLOH�&KULVWLDQV�WUXVW�LQ�QRWKLQJ�EXW�WKH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV
WR�SXULI\�DQG�´FOHDQVH�WKHP�IURP�DOO�VLQµ�(1 John 1:7)��5RPDQ
&DWKROLFV� DUH� WDXJKW� WKH\�PXVW� EH� SXULILHG� E\� WKH� ILUHV� RI
SXUJDWRU\³¶¶$IWHU�GHDWK�WKH\�XQGHUJR�SXULILFDWLRQ�>LQ�SXU�
JDWRU\@��VR�DV�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�KROLQHVV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�HQWHU�WKH
MR\�RI�KHDYHQµ�(CCC 1030)�

7KH� VWURQJ� SXEOLF� VHQWLPHQW� WKDW� LV� HYHU\ZKHUH� IRXQG
DJDLQVW�REWDLQLQJ�PRQH\�XQGHU�IDOVH�SUHWHQVHV�VKRXOG�DSSO\
WR�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�SULHVWV�ZKR�H[WRUW�PRQH\�IURP�GH�
FHLYHG�UHODWLYHV�IRU�PDVVHV��ZKLFK�WKH\�SUHWHQG�ZLOO�EHWWHU�WKH
FRQGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHDG��7KLV�LV�DQ�LPSRVLWLRQ�WKDW�VKRXOG�EH
HDUQHVWO\�FRQGHPQHG�

7KH�SULHVW�ZKR�WHOOV�D�VXIIHULQJ�KXVEDQG�WKDW�KLV�GHDG�ZLIH
LV�LQ�D�SODFH�FDOOHG�SXUJDWRU\��DQG�WKDW�KLV�SUD\HUV��WR�EH�SDLG
IRU�ZLWK�FDVK�LQ�KDQG��DUH�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�UHOHDVH�RI �KHU�VRXO
IURP�WKHVH�PDQ�PDGH�´GHYRXULQJ�IODPHV�µ�LV�VXUHO\�DQ�LP�
SRVWRU�DQG�RXJKW�WR�EH�FRXQWHG�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�REWDLQ�PRQH\
XQGHU�IDOVH�SUHWHQVHV��7KH�FKXUFK�WKDW�PDLQWDLQV�WKLV�VSHFLHV
RI� GLVKRQHVW\� VKRXOG� EH� KHOG� LQ� GLVUHSXWH� E\� DOO� KRQHVW
SHRSOH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI �WKHLU�UHOLJLRQ�

7KHUH�LV�QR�V\VWHP�RI�JDPEOLQJ��QR�VSHFLHV�RI�IUDXG��PRUH
EUD]HQ�RU�EDUHIDFHG�WKDQ�WKLV�SULHVWO\�JDPH�RI �SOD\LQJ�XSRQ
WKH�ORYH�DQG� WHQGHU�PHPRULHV�RI �EHUHDYHG�SHRSOH�WR�FKHDW
WKHP�RXW�RI �WKHLU�RIWHQWLPHV�KDUG�HDUQHG�DQG�VFDQW\�ZDJHV�
<HW�WKHVH�QHIDULRXV�RSHUDWLRQV�DUH�VDQFWLRQHG�E\�WKH�5RPDQ
&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��DQG�DUH�SUDFWLFHG�GDLO\�LQ�HYHU\�SDUW�RI �WKH
ZRUOG�ZKHUH�WKLV�&KXUFK�H[LVWV�DQG�RSHUDWHV��7KH�ZRXQGV�RI
VRUURZLQJ� DQG� KHDUW�EURNHQ� UHODWLYHV� DUH� PDGH� WR� EOHHG
DIUHVK�E\�WKH�FRQVWDQW�GHPDQGV�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�WR�LQVXUH�UHVW
DQG�UHIUHVKPHQW�IRU�WKHLU�EHORYHG�GHDG�

�$�&DWKROLF�KDV�WKH�IHDU�RI �WKH�ILUHV�RI �SXUJDWRU\�EURXJKW
EHIRUH�KLP�E\�WKH�SULHVWV�DOO�WKH�GD\V�RI�KLV�OLIH��+H�LV�WROG�WKDW
LWV�WHUURUV�FDQ�EH�DYRLGHG�E\�SD\LQJ�PRQH\��DQG�E\�SHUIRUP�
LQJ�JRRG�ZRUNV��E\�ZKLFK�KH�HDUQV�LQGXOJHQFHV��$IWHU�KH�GLHV�
KLV�UHODWLYHV�DUH�OHYLHG�XSRQ�IRU�\HDUV�IRU�IXQGV�WR�HPSOR\�D
SULHVW�ZKR�SUHWHQGV�WR�SUD\�KLP�RXW�RI �SXUJDWRU\�

The Basis of Truth

One Mediator

God�s  written  Word  of  Truth
Salvation  is  by  grace  alonethrough  faith
7KH\�DUH�MXVWLILHG�IUHHO\�E\�KLV�JUDFHWKURXJK�WKH�UHGHPSWLRQ�LQ�&KULVW
-HVXV������������������������������������Rom 3:24
%\�JUDFH�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�VDYHG�WKURXJK
IDLWK��DQG�WKLV�LV�QRW�IURP�\RX��LW�LVWKH�JLIW�RI �*RG��LW�LV�QRW�IURP�ZRUNV�
VR�QR�RQH�PD\�ERDVW�        �Eph 2:8-9
)RU�LI��E\�WKH�WUDQVJUHVVLRQ�RI �RQHSHUVRQ��GHDWK�FDPH�WR�UHLJQ�WKURXJKWKDW�RQH��KRZ�PXFK�PRUH�ZLOO�WKRVH
ZKR�UHFHLYH�WKH�DEXQGDQFH�RI�JUDFHDQG�RI �WKH�JLIW�RI �MXVWLILFDWLRQ�FRPHWR�UHLJQ�LQ�OLIH�WKURXJK�WKH�RQH
SHUVRQ�-HVXV�&KULVW����������� �Rom 5:17
,�GR�QRW�QXOOLI\�WKH�JUDFH�RI�*RG��IRULI�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�FRPHV�WKURXJK�WKH�ODZ�
WKHQ�&KULVW�GLHG�IRU�QRWKLQJ��Gal 2:21

Beliefs  of  a  Sincere  Catholic
For  salvation,  grace  is  a  helpgiven through the Sacraments
7KH�&KXUFK�DIILUPV�WKDW�IRU�EH�OLHYHUV�WKH�VDFUDPHQWV�RI�WKH�1HZ&RYHQDQW�DUH�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�´6DFUDPHQWDO�JUDFHµ�LV�WKH�JUDFH�RIWKH�+RO\�6SLULW��JLYHQ�E\�&KULVW�DQG
SURSHU�WR�HDFK�VDFUDPHQW��CCC para 1129
2QH�ZKR�GHVLUHV�WR�REWDLQUHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�ZLWKWKH�&KXUFK�PXVW�FRQIHVV�WR�D�SULHVWDOO�WKH�XQFRQIHVVHG�JUDYH�VLQV�KHUHPHPEHUV�DIWHU�KDYLQJ�FDUHIXOO\H[DPLQHG�KLV�FRQVFLHQFH�

�CCC para 1493  
*UDFH�LV�WKH�KHOS�*RG�JLYHV�XV�WRUHVSRQG�WR�RXU�YRFDWLRQ�RI�EHFRPLQJKLV�DGRSWHG�VRQV��,W�LQWURGXFHV�XVLQWR�WKH�LQWLPDF\�RI�WKH�7ULQLWDULDQ
OLIH�                                   �CCC para 2021

God�s  written  Word  of  TruthFrom  the  Bible
The  Bible  alone  is  thestandard  for  truth

6FULSWXUH�FDQQRW�EH�VHW�DVLGH��John 10:35  
&RQVHFUDWH�WKHP�LQ�WKH�WUXWK��<RXU
ZRUG�LV�WUXWK�                     �John 17:17
7KDW�\RX�PD\�OHDUQ�IURP�XV�QRW�WR
JR�EH\RQG�ZKDW�LV�ZULWWHQ��1 Cor 4:6
(YHU\�ZRUG�RI�*RG�LV�WHVWHG��KH�LV�
D�VKLHOG�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�WDNH�UHIXJH�LQKLP��$GG�QRWKLQJ�WR�KLV�ZRUGV��OHVW
KH�UHSURYH�\RX��DQG�\RX�EH�H[SRVHG
DV�D�GHFHLYHU���������������������Prov 30:5-6
$OO�6FULSWXUH�LV�LQVSLUHG�E\�*RG�DQGLV�XVHIXO�IRU�WHDFKLQJ��IRU�UHIXWDWLRQ�
IRU�FRUUHFWLRQ��DQG�IRU�WUDLQLQJ�LQULJKWHRXVQHVV��VR�WKDW�RQH�ZKREHORQJV�WR�*RG�PD\�EH�FRPSHWHQW�
HTXLSSHG�IRU�HYHU\�JRRG�ZRUN�  �2 Tim 3:16-17  
*RG�PXVW�EH�WUXH��WKRXJK�HYHU\
KXPDQ�EHLQJ�LV�D�OLDU������������Rom 3:4

Beliefs  of  a  Sincere  CatholicFrom  the  1994  Catechism
Truth  is  based  on  Scripture,tradition,  and  the  Pope
6DFUHG�7UDGLWLRQ�DQG�6DFUHG
6FULSWXUH��WKHQ��DUH�ERXQG�FORVHO\WRJHWKHU�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWH�RQH�ZLWK
WKH�RWKHU���������������������������CCC para 80
6DFUHG�6FULSWXUH…DQG�>+RO\@7UDGLWLRQ�WUDQVPLWV�LQ�LWV�HQWLUHW\
WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG������� ������CCC para 81
7KH�&KXUFK…GRHV�QRW�GHULYH�KHU�FHU�
WDLQW\�DERXW�DOO�UHYHDOHG�WUXWKV�IURP
WKH�KRO\�6FULSWXUHV�DORQH��%RWK�6FULS�WXUH�DQG�7UDGLWLRQ�PXVW�EH�DFFHSWHG
DQG�KRQRUHG�ZLWK�HTXDO�VHQWLPHQWV�RI
GHYRWLRQ�DQG�UHYHUHQFH� �CCC para 82
7KH�5RPDQ�3RQWLII��KHDG�RI�WKH�FRO�OHJH�RI�ELVKRSV��HQMR\V�WKLV�LQIDOOLELO�
LW\�LQ�YLUWXH�RI�KLV�RIILFH��ZKHQ��DV
VXSUHPH�SDVWRU�DQG�WHDFKHU�RI�DOO�WKHIDLWKIXO³ZKR�FRQILUPV�KLV�EUHWKUHQ
LQ�WKH�IDLWK³KH�SURFODLPV�E\�D
GHILQLWLYH�DFW�D�GRFWULQH�SHUWDLQLQJ
WR�IDLWK�RU�PRUDOV������������CCC para 891

Salvation by Grace

God�s  written  Word  of  Truth
In  salvationJesus  Christ  alone  mediates

)RU�WKHUH�LV�RQH�*RG��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�RQH�PHGLDWRU�EHWZHHQ�*RG�DQG�WKH�KXPDQ�UDFH��&KULVW�
-HVXV��KLPVHOI�KXPDQ������� �1 Tim 2:5
-HVXV�&KULVW…7KHUH�LV�QR�VDOYDWLRQWKURXJK�DQ\RQH�HOVH��QRU�LV�WKHUHDQ\�RWKHU�QDPH�XQGHU�KHDYHQ�JLYHQWR�WKH�KXPDQ�UDFH�E\�ZKLFK�ZH�DUH
WR�EH�VDYHG�                      �Acts 4:10,12

Beliefs  of  a  Sincere  Catholic
In  salvationMary  also  mediates

7DNHQ�XS�WR�KHDYHQ�VKH�GLG�QRW�OD\�DVLGH�WKLV�VDYLQJ�RIILFH�EXW�E\�KHU�PDQLIROG�LQWHUFHVVLRQ�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EULQJ�XV�WKH�JLIWV�RIHWHUQDO�VDOYDWLRQ…7KHUHIRUH�WKH%OHVVHG�9LUJLQ�LV�LQYRNHG�LQ�WKH
>5RPDQ�&DWKROLF@�&KXUFK�XQGHU�WKH�WLWOHV�RI�$GYRFDWH��+HOSHU�%HQHIDFWUHVV��DQG�0HGLDWUL[��CCC para 969  

ICONS

Origin of Faith

God�s  written  Word  of  Truth
God  hates  Idolatry

<RX�VKDOO�QRW�FDUYH�LGROV�IRU\RXUVHOYHV�LQ�WKH�VKDSH�RI�DQ\WKLQJLQ�WKH�VN\�DERYH�RU�RQ�WKH�HDUWKEHORZ�RU�LQ�WKH�ZDWHUV�EHQHDWK�WKH
HDUWK��\RX�VKDOO�QRW�ERZ�GRZQEHIRUH�WKHP�RU�ZRUVKLS�WKHP��Exo 20:4-5   
+H�SURFODLPHG�WR�\RX�KLV�FRYHQDQW�ZKLFK�KH�FRPPDQGHG�\RX�WR�NHHS�
WKH�WHQ�FRPPDQGPHQWV��ZKLFK�KH
ZURWH�RQ�WZR�WDEOHWV�RI�VWRQH…

<RX�VDZ�QR�IRUP�DW�DOO�RQ�WKH�GD\
WKH�/25'�VSRNH�WR�\RX�DW�+RUHEIURP�WKH�PLGVW�RI �WKH�ILUH��%H�VWULFWO\
RQ�\RXU�JXDUG��WKHUHIRUH��QRW�WR
GHJUDGH�\RXUVHOYHV�E\�IDVKLRQLQJ�
DQ�LGRO�WR�UHSUHVHQW�DQ\�ILJXUH��Deut 4:13,15,16   

Beliefs  of  a  Sincere  Catholic
Catholics  venerate  images
7KH�&KULVWLDQ�YHQHUDWLRQ�RI�LPDJHV�LV�QRW�FRQWUDU\�WR�WKH�ILUVWFRPPDQGPHQW�ZKLFK�SURVFULEHV
>IRUELGV@�LGROV��,QGHHG��WKH�KRQRU
UHQGHUHG�WR�DQ�LPDJH�SDVVHV�WR�LWVSURWRW\SH��DQG�ZKRHYHU�YHQHUDWHVDQ�LPDJH�YHQHUDWHV�WKH�SHUVRQ
SRUWUD\HG�LQ�LW�              �CCC para 2132
%DVLQJ�LWVHOI�RQ�WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�WKH�LQFDUQDWH�:RUG��WKH�VHYHQWK
HFXPHQLFDO�FRXQFLO�DW�1LFDHD�
(AD 787)�MXVWLILHG…WKH�YHQHUDWLRQ�
RI�LFRQV³RI�&KULVW��EXW�DOVR�RI �WKH0RWKHU�RI�*RG��WKH�DQJHOV��DQG�DOOWKH�VDLQWV��%\�EHFRPLQJ�LQFDUQDWH�
WKH�6RQ�RI �*RG�LQWURGXFHG�D�QHZ�´HFRQRP\µ�RI �LPDJHV��CCC para 2131   

God�s  written  Word  of  TruthFrom  the  Bible
Salvation  is  the  gift  of  Godand comes by the Word of God
%HOLHYH�LQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�DQG�\RX
DQG�\RXU�KRXVHKROG�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG��Acts 16:31   
)RU�E\�JUDFH�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�VDYHGWKURXJK�IDLWK��DQG�WKLV�LV�QRW�IURP
\RX��LW�LV�WKH�JLIW�RI �*RG���LW�LV�QRW
IURP�ZRUNV��VR�QR�RQH�PD\�ERDVW�

�Eph 2:8-9   
7R�\RX�KDV�EHHQ�JUDQWHG��IRU�WKH�VDNH
RI�&KULVW��QRW�RQO\�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�KLP
EXW�DOVR�WR�VXIIHU�IRU�KLP�  �Phil 1:29
)DLWK�FRPHV�IURP�ZKDW�LV�KHDUG�DQG�ZKDW�LV�KHDUG�FRPHV�WKURXJK
WKH�ZRUG�RI�&KULVW�           �Rom 10:17

Beliefs  of  a  Sincere  CatholicFrom  the  1994  Catechism
Faith  comes  throughthe  Mother  Church

,W�LV�WKH�&KXUFK�WKDW�EHOLHYHV�ILUVW�
DQG�VR�EHDUV��QRXULVKHV�DQG�VXVWDLQV
P\�IDLWK���������������������������CCC para 168
6DOYDWLRQ�FRPHV�IURP�*RG�DORQH�EXW�EHFDXVH�ZH�UHFHLYH�WKH�OLIH�RIIDLWK�WKURXJK�WKH�&KXUFK��VKH�LV�RXU
PRWKHU�����������������������������CCC para 169
´%HOLHYLQJµ�LV�DQ�HFFOHVLDO�DFW��7KH&KXUFK·V�IDLWK�SUHFHGHV��HQJHQGHUV�
VXSSRUWV�DQG�QRXULVKHV�RXU�IDLWK�
7KH�&KXUFK�LV�WKH�PRWKHU�RI �DOOEHOLHYHUV��´1R�RQH�FDQ�KDYH�*RG�
DV�)DWKHU�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�WKH
&KXUFK�DV�0RWKHU�µ       �CCC para 181

GOD: THE ONLY ALL HOLY ONE
God�s  written  Word  of  Truth
God  is  the  only  all  Holy  Oneand the only source of holiness
´+RO\��KRO\��KRO\�LV�WKH�/25'�RIKRVWV�µ�WKH\�FULHG�RQH�WR�WKH�RWKHU�
´$OO�WKH�HDUWK�LV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�KLV
JORU\�µ���������������������������������Isaiah 6:3��
:KR�ZLOO�QRW�IHDU�\RX��/RUG��RU
JORULI\�\RXU�QDPH"�)RU�\RX�DORQHDUH�KRO\��$OO�WKH�QDWLRQV�ZLOO�FRPHDQG�ZRUVKLS�EHIRUH�\RX��IRU�\RXU
ULJKWHRXV�DFWV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHYHDOHG��Rev 15:4   
7KHUH�LV�QR�+RO\�2QH�OLNH�WKH
/25'��WKHUH�LQ�QR�5RFN�OLNH�RXU*RG� �1 Sam 2:2   
,�DP�WKH�/25'��WKLV�LV�P\�QDPH��P\�JORU\�,�JLYH�WR�QR�RWKHU��QRU�P\
SUDLVH�WR�LGROV�                  �Isaiah 42:8

Beliefs  of  a  Sincere  Catholic
Mary  is  also  the  al l  HolyOne  and  source  of  holiness

%\�DVNLQJ�0DU\�WR�SUD\�IRU�XV��ZHDFNQRZOHGJH�RXUVHOYHV�WR�EH�SRRU
VLQQHUV�DQG�ZH�DGGUHVV�RXUVHOYHV�WR�WKH�´0RWKHU�RI �0HUF\�µ�WKH�$OO
+RO\�2QH�                      �CCC para 2677
)URP�WKH�>&DWKROLF@�&KXUFK�KHOHDUQV�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�KROLQHVV�DQGUHFRJQL]HV�LWV�PRGHO�DQG�VRXUFH�LQ
WKH�DOO�KRO\�9LUJLQ�0DU\��CCC para 2030   
7KH�)DWKHUV�RI�WKH�(DVWHUQ�WUDGLWLRQ�FDOO�WKH�0RWKHU�RI�*RG´WKH�$OO�+RO\µ��3DQDJLD��DQGFHOHEUDWH�KHU�DV�´IUHH�IURP�DQ\�VWDLQ
RI�VLQ��DV�WKRXJK�IDVKLRQHG�E\�WKH+RO\�6SLULW�DQG�IRUPHG�DV�D�QHZ
FUHDWXUH�µ�����������������������CCC para 493

Critical Comparisons on Being Right with God

�"���!��&

 A Gigantic Fraud  

�Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more�
�Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free�

(Heb 10:17; John 8:32)

in vain they do worship me
7KH�%LEOH� VKRZV�XV� WKDW�PDQ\�&DWKROLF� WHDFKLQJV�DQG

SUDFWLFHV� DUH� VSHFLILFDOO\� IRUELGGHQ�E\� -HVXV�KLPVHOI��1RWH
FDUHIXOO\�WKH�IROORZLQJ�ZDUQLQJV�WKDW�KH�JDYH�WR�WKH�UHOLJLRXV
OHDGHUV�RI�KLV�GD\�DERXW�YDLQ�ZRUVKLS��YDLQ�WUDGLWLRQ�DQG�YDLQ
UHSHWLWLRQV��DQG�VHH�KRZ�WKHVH�DOO�DSSO\�WR�&DWKROLFLVP�WRGD\�

Vain Worship�´7KLV�SHRSOH�GUDZHWK�QLJK�XQWR�PH�ZLWK
WKHLU�PRXWK��DQG�KRQRUHWK�PH�ZLWK�WKHLU�OLSV��EXW�WKHLU�KHDUW
LV�IDU�IURP�PH��%XW�LQ�YDLQ�WKH\�GR�ZRUVKLS�PH��WHDFKLQJ�IRU
GRFWULQHV�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQWV�RI �PHQµ�(Matt 15:8,9)��$OO�ZRUVKLS
LV�LQGHHG�YDLQ�ZKHQ�LW·V�EDVHG�XSRQ�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQWV�RI
PHQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�%LEOH�

Vain Tradition�´7KXV�KDYH�\H�PDGH�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQW
RI�*RG�RI �QRQH�HIIHFW�E\�\RXU�WUDGLWLRQµ�(Matt l5:6)��9DOLG�WUDGL�
WLRQ�LV�EDVHG�XSRQ�6FULSWXUH�DQG�FRQILUPV�%LEOH�WUXWK��9DLQ
WUDGLWLRQ�LV�EDVHG�XSRQ�PDQ·V�WHDFKLQJV�DQG�YLRODWHV�*RG·V
:RUG�� ,Q� &DWKROLFLVP�� WUDGLWLRQ� LV� FRQVLVWHQWO\� HOHYDWHG
DERYH�6FULSWXUH��7KLV�UHVXOWV�LQ�YDLQ�ZRUVKLS��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ
VLQFHUH��DQG�PDNHV�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQW�RI �*RG�RI�QR�HIIHFW�

Vain Repetitions�´:KHQ�\H�SUD\��XVH�QRW�YDLQ�UHSHWLWLRQV�
DV�WKH�KHDWKHQ�GR��IRU�WKH\�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH\�VKDOO�EH�KHDUG�IRU
WKHLU�PXFK�VSHDNLQJµ�(Matt 6:7)��$�EDVLF�SDUW�RI�&DWKROLF�ZRUVKLS
LV�WKH�IUHTXHQW�UHSHWLWLRQ�RI �7KH�5RVDU\��,WV�RULJLQ�LV�FOHDUO\
WLHG�WR�KHDWKHQ�UHOLJLRQV�VXFK�DV�+LQGXLVP��,VODP�DQG�%XG�
GKLVP��7KH�ZRUGV�RI�&KULVW�VKRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\�q



$�GHDG�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�LV�QHYHU�IRUJRWWHQ�E\�WKH�SULHVW
ZKLOH�KLV� UHODWLYHV�KDYH�D�SHQQ\�WKDW�FDQ�EH�H[WRUWHG�IURP
WKHP��,I �WKH\�KDG�QR�PRQH\��RU�ZRXOG�QRW�SD\�IRU�PDVVHV�
WKH�VRXOV�RI�WKH�GHDG�PD\��VR�IDU�DV�WKH�SULHVWV�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�
EH�OHIW�WR�VXIIHU�LQ�WKH�´GHYRXULQJ�IODPHVµ�RI �SXUJDWRU\�IRU
KXQGUHGV�DQG�WKRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV��7KHVH�DUH�FDOOHG�WKH�IRU�
JRWWHQ� VRXOV� LQ� SXUJDWRU\�� RQ� EHKDOI � RI �ZKLFK� ¶¶$OO� 6RXOV·
'D\�µ�1RYHPEHU�ILUVW�RI �HDFK�\HDU��ZDV�LQVWLWXWHG��2Q�WKLV
GD\� D� IHUYHQW� DSSHDO� LV�PDGH� WR� WKH� JHQHUDO� SXEOLF� RI� WKH
5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�WR�FRQWULEXWH�PRQH\�IRU�WKH�SULHVWO\
SUD\HUV�DQG�WKH�VROHPQ�́ 5HTXLHP�0DVVµ�VDLG�RQ�WKDW�GD\�IRU
WKH�VXIIUDJH�RI �WKRVH�́ SRRU�VRXOVµ�IRUJRWWHQ�E\�WKHLU�UHODWLYHV�

+RZ� ZHOO� WKH� 6DYLRXU·V� ZRUGV� GHVFULEH� WKH� 5RPDQ
&DWKROLF�SULHVWV��ELVKRSV��DQG�SRSHV³´:RH�XQWR�\RX��VFULEHV
DQG�3KDULVHHV��K\SRFULWHV��IRU�\H�GHYRXU�ZLGRZV·�KRXVHV��DQG
IRU�D�SUHWHQVH�PDNH�ORQJ�SUD\HU��WKHUHIRUH�\H�VKDOO�UHFHLYH�WKH
JUHDWHU�GDPQDWLRQµ�(Matt 23:14)�

$� ZRPDQ� LQ�0H[LFR� ZKR� KDG� ORVW� KHU� RQO\� VRQ� ZDV
UREEHG�RI���������SUDFWLFDOO\�DOO�VKH�KDG��E\�D�SULHVW�ZKR�ZDV
HQJDJHG�WR�GHOLYHU�KLV�VRXO�IURP�SXUJDWRU\��$IWHU�WKH�PRQH\
ZDV�JRQH��KH�ZDV�DVNHG�LI �WKH�VRQ�ZDV�QRZ�LQ�KHDYHQ��+H
RQO\�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�VRQ�ZDV�QRZ�VRPHZKDW�EHWWHU�RII��OHDYLQJ
WKH�SRRU�PRWKHU�WR�KHU�JULHI�

7KH�SULHVW��LQ�RUGHU�WR�JHW�PRUH�PRQH\�RXW�RI �KLV�GHFHLYHG
SHRSOH��KDV�WZR�PDVVHV³KLJK�PDVV�DQG�ORZ�PDVV��7KH�KLJK
PDVV�FRVWV�IURP�WHQ�GROODUV�WR�RQH�WKRXVDQG�GROODUV�RU�PRUH�
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�GLVSOD\�RI�IORZHUV��FDQGOHV��DQG�WKH�QXPEHU
RI�SULHVWV�WDNLQJ�SDUW��,W�LV�VXQJ�LQ�D�ORXG�WRQH�RI�YRLFH��7KH
ORZ�PDVV�FRVWV�DERXW�ILYH�GROODUV��2QO\�VL[�FDQGOHV�DUH�XVHG�
DQG�LW�LV�VDLG�LQ�D�ORZ�YRLFH��DOZD\V�LQ�/DWLQ�

,W�LV�KLJK�PRQH\��KLJK�PDVV��ORZ�PRQH\��ORZ�PDVV��7KH
HVVHQFH�RI�WKH�ORZ�IUDXG�LV�WKDW�WKRXJK�WKH�ODLW\�DUH�WROG�WKDW
WKH�ORZ�PDVV�LV�MXVW�DV�JRRG�DV�WKH�KLJK��\HW�WKH\�DUH�PDGH�WR
EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�KLJK�PDVV�LV�IDU�VXSHULRU��7KH\�ZLOO�VFUDSH
WRJHWKHU�HQRXJK�PRQH\�IRU�D�KLJK�PDVV��EHOLHYLQJ�LW�ZLOO�JHW
WKH�VXIIHULQJ�VRXOV�IURP�SXUJDWRU\�VRRQHU�

'HDWK�GRHV�QRW�HQG�DOO�ZLWK�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�
$�PHPEHU�FDQQRW�DYRLG�KLV�FKXUFK�GXHV�E\�G\LQJ��+LV�HVWDWH
RU�IULHQGV�KDYH�WR�SD\�RQ�DQG�SD\�IRUHYHU��(YHQ�WKH�WD[�FRO�
OHFWRU�JLYHV�XS�D�GHDG�PDQ��EXW�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK³QHYHU�
,W�UHWDLQV�LWV�JULS�RQ�LWV�IROORZHUV�ORQJ�DIWHU�WKHLU�ERGLHV�DUH
UHGXFHG�WR�DVKHV�7KH�SULHVWO\�WKUHDW�WKDW�WKH�VRXO�LV�VXIIHULQJ
DWURFLRXV�SDLQV�EXUQLQJ�LQ�WKH�´GHYRXULQJ�IODPHVµ�RI �SXUJD�
WRU\��DQG�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�WKHUH�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��ZLOO�EULQJ�WKH�ODVW
GROODU�RXW�RI�WKH�SRFNHW�RI�WKH�VRUURZLQJ�PRWKHU��ZKRVH�RQO\
GDXJKWHU�LV�GHWDLQHG�LQ�WKDW�ILHU\�SULVRQ��6KH�VFUDSHV�WRJHWKHU
VFDQW\�PHDQV��GHQLHV�KHUVHOI �HYHU\�FRPIRUW��LQ�RUGHU�WR�SXU�
FKDVH�SUD\HUV�IRU�WKH�VRXO�RI �KHU�GHDG�GDUOLQJ�

7KHVH� VXPV� VWROHQ� IURP� WKH� SRFNHWV� RI� WKRXVDQGV� RI
VXSHUVWLWLRXV�UHOLJLRXV�VODYHV�HYHU\�GD\�DQG�DOPRVW�HYHU\�KRXU
DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�DUH�KRDUGHG�WR�HQULFK�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF
&KXUFK��3XUJDWRU\� LV� D�GRZQULJKW��QDNHG��EDUHIDFHG� IDOVH�
KRRG³DQ� LQYHQWLRQ�RI�PDQ�� LQVSLUHG�E\�6DWDQ� IRU� WKH�GH�
VWUXFWLRQ�RI�VRXOV�

3XUJDWRU\�DQG�WKH�PDVV��ERWK�IDOVH�GRFWULQHV��DUH�WKH�WZR
SLOODUV�ZKLFK�VXVWDLQ�WKH�PRVW�FRORVVDO�UDFNHW�LQ�H[LVWHQFH��IRU
ZLWKRXW�WKHP�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�QR�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��,W
LV�WKH�PRVW�OXFUDWLYH�V\VWHP�HYHU�LQYHQWHG�E\�FOHYHU�PHQ��E\
ZKLFK�WKH�5RPDQ�&KXUFK�FRQWLQXDOO\�DXJPHQWV�LWV�ZHDOWK
DQG�SURSHUW\�KROGLQJV��ZKLOH�LWV�SRSXODWLRQV�DUH�NHSW�FRUUH�
VSRQGLQJO\�LQ�DEMHFW�SRYHUW\��DV�VHHQ�LQ�DOO�&DWKROLF�FRXQWULHV�

7KH�%LEOH�PHQWLRQV�QR� VXFK�SODFH�RI� H[SLDWLRQ�ZKHUH
VRXOV�DUH�UHOHDVHG�WKURXJK�VXIIHULQJ�DQG�WKH�SUD\HUV�RI �WKRVH
OLYLQJ�RQ�HDUWK��7KH�GRFWULQH�RI �SXUJDWRU\�DIIRUGV�&DWKROLFV
D�ZD\�RI�FRPSHQVDWLQJ�IRU�DQ�HDV\��VHOI�LQGXOJHQW�OLIH��7KRVH
ZKR�NQRZ�WKHUH�LV�D�ZD\�WR�FRPSHQVDWH�IRU�WKH�SOHDVXUHV�RI
VLQ�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�LQGXOJH�DQG�HQMR\��:KHQ�WKH�GDQJHU�RI
KHOO�LV�UHPRYHG�E\�FRQIHVVLRQ�WR�D�SULHVW��DQG�RQO\�D�WHPSRUDO
SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�VLQ�UHPDLQV�� LPPHGLDWH�SOHDVXUH�LV� WKH�IUH�
TXHQW�FKRLFH�RYHU�GLVWDQW�VXIIHULQJ��6LQ�ORVHV�PXFK�RI �LWV�IHDU
ZKHQ�WKHUH�LV�D�ZD\�WR�PDNH�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�E\�SHQDQFH�LQ�WKLV
OLIH�RU�SXUJDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QH[W�OLIH�

3XUJDWRU\�LV�DOVR�DWWUDFWLYH�WR�SULHVWV�IRU�LW�LQFUHDVHV�WKHLU
LPSRUWDQFH��:LWKRXW�SULHVWV�RIIHULQJ�VDFULILFHV�IRU�VRXOV�VXI�
IHULQJ�LQ�SXUJDWRU\��&DWKROLFV�ZRXOG�KDYH�QR�KRSH��6LQFH�WKH
ZRUN� RI� SULHVWV� FDQ� RQO\� SURGXFH� SDUWLDO� IRUJLYHQHVV�� WKH
&DWKROLF� UHOLJLRXV�V\VWHP�LV� VDLG� WR�VDYH�VLQQHUV�RQO\� IURP
KHOO��EXW�QRW�SXUJDWRU\��:KHQ�D�&DWKROLF�GLHV�KH�LV�JLYHQ�KRSH
WKDW�VLQ�DQG�SXQLVKPHQW�FDQ�EH�H[SLDWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�SRZHU
RI�WKH�SULHVW�

&DWKROLF�WKHRORJ\�WHDFKHV�WKDW�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI �&KULVW�RQO\
PDNHV�VLQQHUV�VDYDEOH��%\�KLV�GHDWK�WKH�JDWHV�RI�KHDYHQ�ZHUH
RSHQHG�(CCC 637)��$FFRUGLQJO\��WKH�ZRUN�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ
HQWUXVWHG�WR�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�DQG�LWV�SULHVWV�(CCC 982)�

+RZHYHU��LI �WKH�DWRQHPHQW�RI �&KULVW�ZHUH�HYHU�WDXJKW�DV
WKH�RQFH�RIIHUHG��SHUIHFW�VDFULILFH�IRU�DOO�VLQ�WKDW�VDYHV�FRP�
SOHWHO\��5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�SULHVWV�ZRXOG�EH�RXW�RI�D�MRE��7KH\
ZRXOG�KDYH� WR� ORRN� IRU�DQRWKHU�FDUHHU��EHFDXVH� WKH�SHRSOH
ZRXOG�NQRZ�́ WKHUH�LV�QR�PRUH�RIIHULQJ�IRU�VLQµ�(Heb 10:18)��:K\
LV�WKHUH�QR�PRUH�RIIHULQJ�IRU�VLQ"³´E\�RQH�RIIHULQJ�KH�KDWK
SHUIHFWHG�IRUHYHU�WKHP�WKDW�DUH�VDQFWLILHGµ�(Heb 10:14)�

7KH�6FULSWXUHV�WHDFK�LQ�QR�XQFHUWDLQ�WHUPV�WKDW�&KULVW·V
RQH�VDFULILFH�FRPSOHWHO\�ILQLVKHG�WKH�ZRUN�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�DF�
FRPSOLVKLQJ�RXU�HWHUQDO�VDOYDWLRQ³´%XW�WKLV�PDQ��DIWHU�KH�KDG
RIIHUHG�RQH�VDFULILFH�IRU�VLQV�IRUHYHU��VDW�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG
RI�*RG…%XW�QRZ�RQFH�LQ�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�KDWK�KH�DSSHDUHG
WR�SXW�DZD\�VLQ�E\�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�KLPVHOI…%\�WKH�ZKLFK�ZLOO
ZH�DUH�VDQFWLILHG�WKURXJK�WKH�RIIHULQJ�RI�WKH�ERG\�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW
RQFH�IRU�DOO…1HLWKHU�E\�WKH�EORRG�RI�JRDWV�DQG�FDOYHV��EXW�E\�KLV
RZQ�EORRG�KH�HQWHUHG�LQ�RQFH�LQWR�WKH�KRO\�SODFH��KDYLQJ�REWDLQHG
HWHUQDO�UHGHPSWLRQ�IRU�XVµ�(Heb 9:12,26; 10:10,12)�

0DQ\�&DWKROLFV�FDOO�-HVXV�WKHLU�6DYLRU��EXW�WKH\�GR�QRW
NQRZ�ZKDW�D�6DYLRU� GRHV��$�6DYLRU� LV�RQH�ZKR� VDYHV��+H
FDQQRW�VDYH�VLQQHUV�DQG�\HW� OHDYH�VLQQHUV�XQVDYHG��RU�KDOI�
VDYHG��RU�MXVW�VDYDEOH��´&DOO�KLV�QDPH�-(686��IRU�KH�VKDOO�VDYH
KLV�SHRSOH�IURP�WKHLU�VLQVµ�(Matt 1:21)��$Q\RQH�ZKR�GRHV�QRW
EHOLHYH�WKDW�&KULVW�KDV�FRPSOHWHO\�VDYHG�KLP��KDV�QRW�FRP�
SOHWHO\�WUXVWHG�&KULVW�WR�VDYH�KLP�

7KH�:RUG�RI�*RG�VWDWHV�ZLWK�DOO�DXWKRULW\�WKDW�ZH·UH�́ QRW
UHGHHPHG�ZLWK� FRUUXSWLEOH� WKLQJV�� DV� VLOYHU� DQG� JROG…EXW
ZLWK� WKH� SUHFLRXV� EORRG� RI� &KULVW�� DV� RI � D� ODPE� ZLWKRXW
EOHPLVK�DQG�ZLWKRXW�VSRWµ�(1 Peter 1:18-19)��´7KH�EORRG�RI �-HVXV
&KULVW�KLV�6RQ�FOHDQVHWK�XV�IURP�DOO�VLQ…,I �ZH�FRQIHVV�RXU�VLQV�
KH�LV�IDLWKIXO�DQG�MXVW�WR�IRUJLYH�XV�RXU�VLQV��DQG�WR�FOHDQVH�XV
RI�DOO�XQULJKWHRXVQHVVµ�(1 John 1:7,9)�

7KH�%LEOH�QHYHU�VSHDNV�RI �D�SODFH�ZKHUH�RQH�FDQ�JR�WR�EH
SXULILHG�IURP�KLV�VLQV��UDWKHU��LW�DOZD\V�VSHDNV�RI�D�SHUVRQ�WR
ZKRP�ZH�FDQ�JR³-HVXV�&KULVW��7KRVH�ZKR�UHIXVH�WR�WUXVW
&KULVW� WR� FOHDQVH� WKHP� IURP�VLQ�DUH�FRQGHPQHG��´+H� WKDW
EHOLHYHWK�RQ�KLP�LV�QRW�FRQGHPQHG��EXW�KH�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�QRW
LV�FRQGHPQHG�DOUHDG\��EHFDXVH�KH�KDWK�QRW�EHOLHYHG�LQ�WKH
QDPH�RI �WKH�RQO\�EHJRWWHQ�6RQ�RI �*RGµ�(John 3:18)�

7KHUH�DUH�RQO\�WZR�SDWKV��´+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�RQ�WKH�6RQ
KDWK�HYHUODVWLQJ�OLIH��DQG�KH�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�QRW�WKH�6RQ�VKDOO
QRW�VHH�OLIH��EXW�WKH�ZUDWK�RI �*RG�DELGHWK�RQ�KLPµ�(John 3:36)�
$V�ORQJ�DV�WKHUH�LV�D�́ JUHDW�JXOI �IL[HGµ�(Luke 16:26)��QRW�RQH�VRXO
ZLOO� HYHU� SDVV� RXW� RI � WKH� ´GHYRXULQJ� IODPHVµ� LQWR� *RG·V
SUHVHQFH��´7KHUH�LV�WKHUHIRUH�QRZ�QR�FRQGHPQDWLRQ�WR�WKHP
ZKLFK�DUH�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXVµ�(Rom 8:1)��5LJKW�QRZ��DQG�IRUHYHU�
PRUH�³´1R� FRQGHPQDWLRQ� µ� 7KDW� FHUWDLQO\� HOLPLQDWHV� WKH
IODPHV�RI �SXUJDWRU\�

¶¶$V�IDU�DV�WKH�HDVW�LV�IURP�WKH�ZHVW��VR�IDU�KDWK�KH�UHPRYHG
RXU�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV�IURP�XVµ�(Psalm 103:12)��́ 7KHLU�VLQV�DQG�LQLTXL�
WLHV� ZLOO� ,� UHPHPEHU� QR�PRUH�µ� (Heb 10:17)�� ,I �*RG� QR� ORQJHU
UHPHPEHUV�WKH�VLQV�RI�WKRVH�LQ�&KULVW��KH�FHUWDLQO\�ZLOO�QRW
SXQLVK�WKHP�IRU�WKRVH�VLQV��´7KRX�ZLOW�FDVW�DOO�WKHLU�VLQV�LQWR
WKH� GHSWKV� RI � WKH� VHDµ� (Micah 7:19)�� 7KRVH� VLQV� DUH� IRUHYHU
JRQH�³SXW�DZD\�XQGHU�WKH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV�́ ZKR�KLV�RZQ�VHOI
EDUH�RXU�VLQV�LQ�KLV�RZQ�ERG\�RQ�WKH�WUHHµ�(1 Peter 2:24)�

&KULVW�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�́ WR�SXW�DZD\�VLQµ�(Heb 9:26)��́ WR
PDNH�DQ�HQG�RI� VLQVµ� (Daniel 9:24)�� ,W·V�GRQH�� ,W·V�RYHU��´,W� LV
ILQLVKHG�µ�(John 19:30)��,W·V�́ FRPSOHWHµ�(Col 2:10)�IRU�HYHU\�EHOLHYHU�
´%OHVVHG�DUH�WKH\�ZKRVH�LQLTXLWLHV�DUH�IRUJLYHQ��DQG�ZKRVH
VLQV�DUH�FRYHUHG��%OHVVHG�LV�WKH�PDQ�WR�ZKRP�WKH�/RUG�ZLOO
QRW�LPSXWH�VLQµ�(Rom 4:7-8)��-HVXV�VDLG��´&RPH�XQWR�PH��DOO�\H
WKDW�ODERXU�DQG�DUH�KHDY\�ODGHQ��DQG�,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�UHVWµ�(Matt
11:28)��DQG�´+LP�WKDW�FRPHWK�WR�PH�,�ZLOO�LQ�QR�ZLVH�FDVW�RXWµ
(John 6:37)��+H·V�´DEOH� WR�VDYH�WKHP�WR�WKH�XWWHUPRVW�WKDW�FRPH
XQWR�*RG�E\�KLPµ�(Heb 7:25)�

:RXOG�\RX�EH�VDYHG�IURP�DOO�RI �\RXU�VLQV"�7UXVW�KLP³
DQG�OLNH�WKH�WKLHI �RQ�WKH�FURVV��\RX�WRR��FDQ�KDYH�SHDFH�LQ�KLV
SURPLVH��ERWK�QRZ��DQG�LQ�WKH�KRXU�RI�GHDWK³´7RGD\��VKDOW
WKRX�EH�ZLWK�PH�LQ�SDUDGLVHµ�(Luke 23:43)�q

ZKDW�GHYRXW�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�GRHVQ·W�ZDQW�
WR�EH�ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG"�,I �\RX·UH�D�&DWKROLF�

FDQ�\RX�VD\�ZLWKRXW�D�GRXEW�WKDW�\RX�DUH�ULJKW�ZLWK
*RG�DW�WKLV�YHU\�PRPHQW"�3HUKDSV�\RX·UH�WKLQNLQJ�
´:HOO��,·P�IROORZLQJ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI �WKH�&KXUFK�RQ
KRZ�WR�EH�ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG�µ�7KHQ�ZRXOG�\RX�DJUHH
WKDW�WKRVH�EHOLHIV�VKRXOG�PDWFK�*RG·V�ZULWWHQ�:RUG�
WKH�%LEOH"�3HUKDSV�\RXU�DQVZHU�LV�´1Rµ�RU�´,·P�QRW
VXUH�µ�:RXOGQ·W�\RX�OLNH�WR�NQRZ�IRU�SHDFH�RI �PLQG
QRZ…DQG�IRU�HWHUQLW\"

:KDWHYHU�\RXU�DQVZHU��\RX�PD\�EH�LQ�WKH
SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�,�ZDV�LQ�DV�D�GHGLFDWHG�&DWKROLF�SULHVW�
$IWHU�\HDUV�RI �VWXG\�IRU�WKH�SULHVWKRRG�LQ�,UHODQG�
DQG�5RPH��IROORZHG�E\����\HDUV�DV�D�SULHVW��,�ZDV
QHYHU�VXUH�WKDW�,�ZDV�ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG��$V�D�GHYRXW
'RPLQLFDQ��,�DOZD\V�WULHG�WR�EH�ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG
WKURXJK�IROORZLQJ�DQG�EHOLHYLQJ�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��
,�WDXJKW�WKRVH�XQGHU�P\�FDUH�WR�GR�WKH�VDPH��%XW�
DV�VLQFHUH�DV�,�ZDV�DQG�DV�KDUG�DV�,�WULHG��,�QHYHU
DFKLHYHG�DQ\�SHDFH�DERXW�EHLQJ�ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG�

)LQDOO\�,�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�LW·V�QRW�RQO\�SRVVLEOH�
WR�EH�ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG��EXW�WKDW�*RG�ZRXOG�KDYH�XV�
WR�EH�VHFXUH�LQ�WKDW�SRVLWLRQ��6R�,�XUJH�\RX�WR�GR
ZKDW�,�GLG³FRPSDUH�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI �WKH�&DWKROLF
&KXUFK�RQ�WKLV�YLWDO�TXHVWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUGV�RI �
WKH�+RO\�%LEOH�

+HUH�DUH�VL[�LPSRUWDQW�FRPSDULVRQV��XQGHU�HDFK
WRSLF��,�SUHVHQW�WKH�ZULWWHQ�:RUG�RI �*RG��LQ�WKH
&DWKROLF�1HZ�$PHULFDQ�%LEOH��DORQJVLGH�WKH�RIILFLDO
WHDFKLQJ�RI �WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��WDNHQ�IURP�WKH
�����&DWKROLF�&DWHFKLVP��

<RXU�HWHUQDO�GHVWLQ\³KHDYHQ�RU�KHOO³GHSHQGV
RQ�KRZ�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�WUXWKV�LQ
WKHVH�WRSLFV��,I �\RX�IHHO�XQTXDOLILHG�IRU�VXFK�D�VWXG\�
GUDZ�VWUHQJWK�IURP�WKHVH�ZRUGV�RI �6FULSWXUH��´,I �DQ\
RI �\RX�ODFNV�ZLVGRP��KH�VKRXOG�DVN�*RG�ZKR�JLYHV
WR�DOO�JHQHURXVO\�DQG�XQJUXGJLQJO\��DQG�KH�ZLOO�EH
JLYHQ�LWµ�(James 1:5)��*RG�ZRXOG�KDYH�\RX�WR�NQRZ�WKH
WUXWK�DERXW�NQRZLQJ�KLP�

Are You

Right With God"
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