
RI�LQIOXHQFH�DQG�DXWKRULW\��7KHVH�SURIHVVLQJ�³&KULVWLDQV´
EURXJKW� WKHLU� SDJDQ� ULWHV�� JRGV� DQG� JRGGHVVHV� LQWR� WKH
FKXUFK��9RWLYH�FDQGOHV��KRO\�ZDWHU��LPDJHV��UHOLFV��YHVWPHQWV
DQG�SXUJDWRU\�ZHUH�QHYHU�SDUW�RI�WKH�DSRVWROLF�FKXUFK�

,Q�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FHQWXULHV��WKH�FKXUFK�LJQRUHG�&KULVW¶V
UHEXNH�RI�³WUDGLWLRQ´�ZKHQ�KH�VDLG��³)RU�WKH�VDNH�RI�\RXU
WUDGLWLRQ�\RX�KDYH�QXOOLILHG�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG´�(Mark 7:8,9,13)�*
&KXUFK�FRXQFLOV�EHJDQ�WR�H[DOW�WUDGLWLRQ�DERYH�6FULSWXUH
DQG�FRQGHPQ� WKHLU�RSSRQHQWV��0DQ\�GHYRXW�PHQ�ZHUH
ODEHOHG�KHUHWLFV�DQG�SHUVHFXWHG�IRU�GHIHQGLQJ�VFULSWXUDO
DXWKRULW\��&KULVWLDQLW\�FRQWLQXHG�WR�JURZ�QXPHULFDOO\�EXW
GHFOLQHG�VSLULWXDOO\�

%\� WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�KDG
EHFRPH�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�PRVW�SRZHUIXO�LQVWLWXWLRQ��,W�XVHG�LWV
XQOLPLWHG� UHOLJLRXV� DQG� SROLWLFDO� SRZHU� WR� VHW� XS� DQG
GHSRVH�NLQJV�DQG�TXHHQV��,W�WD[HG�SHRSOH�PHUFLOHVVO\�DQG
FRQILVFDWHG�SURSHUW\�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�ULFKHVW�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RQ
HDUWK��7KH�SRSH�RIIHUHG�FUXVDGLQJ�DUPLHV�ULFKHV�DQG�HWHU�
QDO�EOLVV�WR�NLOO�0XVOLPV��KHUHWLFV��DQG�DQ\RQH�ZKR�UHMHFWHG
SDSDO�VXSUHPDF\�

$IWHU�WKH�5HIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��WKH�&DWKROLF
&KXUFK�ORVW�LWV�VWDWXV�DV�WKH�RIILFLDO�VWDWH�FKXUFK�LQ�PRVW
SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�FRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�SXW�KHU�RSSRQHQWV
WR�GHDWK��7KH�QHZ�VWUDWHJ\�LV�WR�XQLWH�DOO�UHOLJLRQV�RI�WKH
ZRUOG�WKURXJK�FRPPRQ�PRUDO�YDOXHV�

GLOSSARY OF CATHOLIC TERMS
Apocrypha���)LIWHHQ�ZULWLQJV�UHFRUGHG�GXULQJ�WKH����

\HDUV�EHWZHHQ� WKH�2OG�DQG�1HZ�7HVWDPHQWV��7ZHOYH�RI
WKHP�ZHUH�GHFODUHG� LQVSLUHG�DQG�DGGHG�WR� WKH�&DWKROLF
&DQRQ�LQ������

Apparition���7KH�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�D�GLVHPERGLHG�SHUVRQ
RIWHQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DQ�XUJHQW�PHVVDJH��7KH�9DWLFDQ�KDV
DXWKHQWLFDWHG�PDQ\�YLVXDO�DQG�DXGLEOH�HQFRXQWHUV�ZLWK
WKH�9LUJLQ�0DU\�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUOG�

Eucharist���$�ZDIHU�FODLPHG�WR�FRQWDLQ�WKH�ERG\��EORRG�
VRXO��DQG�GLYLQLW\�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�RXU�/RUG�(1374)**�WKDW�LV�WR
EH�ZRUVKLSSHG��FRQVXPHG��DQG�VDFULILFHG�(1378)�

Indulgence���7KH�PHDQV�RI�UHPLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�WHPSRUDO
SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�VLQV��,W�LV�JDLQHG�E\�JRRG�ZRUNV�DQG�FDQ
EH�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�VLQV�RI�WKH�OLYLQJ�DQG�WKH�GHDG�(1471-79)��

Infallible teachings���7KH�SRSH�DQG�ELVKRSV�DUH�LQFD�
SDEOH� RI� HUURU� ZKHQ� SURFODLPLQJ� D� GHILQLWLYH� GRFWULQH
SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�IDLWK�DQG�PRUDOV�(891)��

Mass���7KH�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW
DW�&DOYDU\�(1367)�ZKLFK�FDUULHV�RQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ
(1405)��DSSHDVHV�WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG��DQG�DWRQHV�IRU�WKH�VLQV�RI
WKH�OLYLQJ�DQG�WKH�GHDG�(1371, 1414)�

Mortal sin���$�JUDYH�VLQ�FRPPLWWHG�ZLWK�IXOO�NQRZO�
HGJH�DQG�FRQVHQW�(1857)��7KRVH�ZKR�GLH�LQ�WKLV�VWDWH�GHVFHQG
LQWR�KHOO�(1035)�

Penance���7KH�VDFUDPHQW�RI�FRQIHVVLQJ�VLQV�FRPPLWWHG
DIWHU�EDSWLVP�WR�D�SULHVW�IRU�IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ
WR�*RG�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�(1456)�

Purgatory� �� $� SODFH�ZKHUH� WKRVH�ZKR�GLH� LQ�*RG¶V
JUDFH�DUH�SXQLVKHG�DQG�SXULILHG�E\�ILUH�IRU�VLQV�WKDW�KDYH
DOUHDG\�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ�(1030-32, 1471)�

Rosary���$Q�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�GHYRWLRQ�WR�0DU\��GHYHORSHG
LQ� WKH���WK� FHQWXU\�E\�3HWHU� WKH�+HUPLW��XVLQJ�EHDGV� WR
FRXQW����UHSHWLWLRXV�SUD\HUV�WR�0DU\��VL[�WR�WKH�)DWKHU��DQG
VL[�WR�WKH�7ULQLW\�

Sacraments���6HYHQ�HIILFDFLRXV�VLJQV�RI�JUDFH�WKDW�DUH
QHFHVVDU\� IRU� VDOYDWLRQ�DQG�E\�ZKLFK�GLYLQH� OLIH� LV� GLV�
SHQVHG�(1129)�

Venial sin���$�VLQ�WKDW�PHULWV�RQO\�WHPSRUDO�SXQLVK�
PHQW�DQG�GRHV�QRW�GHSULYH�WKH�VLQQHU�RI�JUDFH��IULHQGVKLS
ZLWK�*RG��RU�HWHUQDO�KDSSLQHVV�

SOME ROMAN CATHOLIC TRADITIONS
	 THE YEAR THEY WERE DECREED 
AD 431���3URFODPDWLRQ�WKDW�LQIDQW�EDSWLVP�UHJHQHUDWHV

WKH�VRXO�
AD 500���7KH�0DVV�LQVWLWXWHG�DV�D�UH�HQDFWPHQW�RI�WKH

VDFULILFH�RI�-HVXV�
AD 1000���$WWHQGDQFH�DW�0DVV�PDGH�PDQGDWRU\�XQGHU

WKH�SHQDOW\�RI�PRUWDO�VLQ�
AD 1079� �� &HOLEDF\� RI� SULHVWKRRG�GHFUHHG� E\�3RSH

*UHJRU\�9,,�
AD 1090� �� 5RVDU\�� UHSHWLWLRXV� SUD\LQJ� ZLWK� EHDGV�

LQYHQWHG�E\�3HWHU�WKH�+HUPLW�
AD 1190���7KH�JUDQWLQJ�RI�LQGXOJHQFHV�HVWDEOLVKHG�WR

UHGXFH�WLPH�LQ�SXUJDWRU\�
AD 1215���3RSH�,QQRFHQW�,,,�SURFODLPHG�WKH�GRFWULQH

RI�7UDQVXEVWDQWLDWLRQ�DQG�LQVWLWXWHG�&RQIHVVLRQ�RI�VLQV�WR
SULHVWV��

AD 1438���3XUJDWRU\�HOHYDWHG�IURP�GRFWULQH�WR�GRJPD
E\�WKH�&RXQFLO�RI�)ORUHQFH�

AD 1545���7UDGLWLRQ�FODLPHG�HTXDO�LQ�DXWKRULW\�ZLWK
WKH�%LEOH�E\�WKH�&RXQFLO�RI�7UHQW�

AD 1854� �� ,PPDFXODWH� &RQFHSWLRQ� RI� 0DU\� SUR�
FODLPHG�E\�3RSH�3LXV�,;�

AD 1870� �� ,QIDOOLELOLW\� RI� WKH� SRSH� SURFODLPHG� E\
9DWLFDQ�&RXQFLO�

AD 1922���9LUJLQ�0DU\�SURFODLPHG�FR�5HGHHPHU�ZLWK
-HVXV�E\�3RSH�%HQHGLFW�;9�

AD 1950���$VVXPSWLRQ�RI�WKH�9LUJLQ�0DU\�LQWR�KHDYHQ
SURFODLPHG�E\�3RSH�3LXV�;,,�

ROMAN CATHOLIC CONTRADICTIONS
&RQWUDVW�KRZ�&DWKROLF�WHDFKLQJ�TXRWHG�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ

&DWHFKLVP�RSSRVHV�DQG�FRQWUDGLFWV�WKHLU�RZQ�%LEOH�
Jesus our Advocate and only Mediator

Bible:�³*RG�LV�RQH��RQH�DOVR�LV�WKH�PHGLDWRU�EHWZHHQ
*RG�DQG�PHQ��WKH�PDQ�&KULVW�-HVXV´�(1 Tim 2:5; 1 John 2:1)�

Roman Catholic Church�(RCC)�WHDFKHV�WKDW�0DU\�³GLG
QRW�OD\�DVLGH�>KHU@�VDYLQJ�RIILFH�EXW�E\�KHU�PDQLIROG�LQWHU�
FHVVLRQ�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EULQJ�XV�WKH�JLIWV�RI�HWHUQDO�VDOYDWLRQ�´
6KH�LV�µµ$GYRFDWH…DQG�0HGLDWUL[´�(969)�
Jesus the Head of the Church

Bible:�³+H�KDV�SXW�DOO� WKLQJV�XQGHU�&KULVW¶V�IHHW�DQG
PDGH�KLP��WKXV�H[DOWHG��KHDG�RI�WKH�FKXUFK´�(Eph 1:22,23)�

RCC�WHDFKHV�WKDW�WKH�SRSH��³E\�UHDVRQ�RI�KLV�RIILFH�DV
9LFDU�RI�&KULVW��DQG�DV�SDVWRU�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�FKXUFK�KDV�IXOO�
VXSUHPH�DQG�XQLYHUVDO�SRZHU�RYHU�WKH�ZKROH�FKXUFK��D
SRZHU�ZKLFK�KH�FDQ�DOZD\V�H[HUFLVH�XQKLQGHUHG �́(882)��+H
H[HUFLVHV�LQIDOOLELOLW\�ZKHQ�³KH�SURFODLPV�E\�D�GHILQLWLYH
DFW�D�GRFWULQH�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�IDLWK�RU�PRUDOV �́(891)�
Jesus expiates our sin and cleanses us from sin

Bible:�³7KURXJK�KLV�EORRG��*RG�PDGH�KLP�WKH�PHDQV
RI�H[SLDWLRQ�IRU�DOO�ZKR�EHOLHYH´�(Rom 3:25)��³:KHQ�KH�>-HVXV@
KDG�FOHDQVHG�XV�IURP�RXU�VLQV��KH�WRRN�KLV�VHDW�DW�WKH�ULJKW
KDQG�RI�WKH�0DMHVW\�LQ�KHDYHQ´�(Heb 1:3)��³&KULVW…SUHVHQWV
\RX�WR�*RG�KRO\��IUHH�RI�UHSURDFK�DQG�EODPH �́(Col 1:22)�

RCC�WHDFKHV�WKDW�VLQ�LV�H[SLDWHG�LQ�SXUJDWRU\�WKURXJK
³D�FOHDQVLQJ�ILUH´�DQG�WKDW�ZH�³PXVW�VWULYH�WR�DFFHSW�WKLV
WHPSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW�RI�VLQ�DV�D�JUDFH´�(1030-31, 1472-75)��³$OO
ZKR�GLH�LQ�*RG¶V�JUDFH�DQG�IULHQGVKLS��EXW�VWLOO�LPSHUIHFWO\
SXULILHG…XQGHUJR� SXULILFDWLRQ� >LQ� SXUJDWRU\@�� VR� DV� WR
DFKLHYH�WKH�KROLQHVV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�HQWHU���KHDYHQ �́(1030)�
Jesus finished the work of redemption

Bible:�³8QOLNH�WKH�RWKHU�KLJK�SULHVWV��KH�GRHV�QRW�QHHG
WR�RIIHU�GDLO\� VDFULILFHV…%\�RQH�RIIHULQJ�KH�KDV� IRUHYHU
SHUIHFWHG�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�EHLQJ�VDQFWLILHG �́(Heb 7:27,28; 10:14)�

RCC�GHQLHV�WKH�ZRUN�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�LV�ILQLVKHG��³7KH
VDFULILFH�RI�&KULVW�DQG�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�WKH�(XFKDULVW�DUH�RQH
VLQJOH�VDFULILFH…WKH�VDPH�&KULVW�ZKR�RIIHUHG�KLPVHOI�RQFH
LQ�D�EORRG\�PDQQHU�RQ�WKH�DOWDU�RI�WKH�FURVV�LV�FRQWDLQHG
DQG�RIIHUHG�LQ�DQ�XQEORRG\�PDQQHU �́(1367)��7KH�VDFULILFH�LV
µµRIIHUHG� LQ� UHSDUDWLRQ� IRU� WKH� VLQV�RI� WKH� OLYLQJ� DQG� WKH
GHDG´�(1414)�
His life, death, and resurrection provided
the only way to be saved

Bible:�³7KHUH�LV�QR�VDOYDWLRQ�LQ�DQ\RQH�HOVH��IRU�WKHUH
LV�QR�RWKHU�QDPH�LQ�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�JLYHQ�WR�PHQ�E\�ZKLFK
ZH�DUH�WR�EH�VDYHG´�(Acts 4:12)�

RCC�GHQLHV�WKLV�E\�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK
³LV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ �́(846)�DQG�FODLPLQJ�³WKH�SODQ�RI
VDOYDWLRQ�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�WKRVH�ZKR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKH�&UHD�
WRU��LQ�WKH�ILUVW�SODFH�DPRQJVW�ZKRP�DUH�WKH�0XVOLPV �́(841)�

Jesus the sinless Redeemer
Bible:�³<RX�NQRZ�LW�ZDV�QRW�ZLWK�SHULVKDEOH�WKLQJV…

WKDW�\RX�DUH� UHGHHPHG…EXW�ZLWK� WKH�SUHFLRXV�EORRG�RI
&KULVW �́(1 Peter 1:18-19)�

RCC� WHDFKHV� WKDW� 0DU\� LV� WKH� VLQOHVV� FR�5HGHHPHU�
³:LWKRXW� D� VLQJOH� VLQ� WR� UHVWUDLQ� KHU�� VKH� JDYH� KHUVHOI
HQWLUHO\�WR�WKH�SHUVRQ�DQG�ZRUN�RI�KHU�VRQ��VKH�GLG�VR�LQ
RUGHU�WR�VHUYH�WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�ZLWK�KLP…EHLQJ
REHGLHQW�VKH�EHFDPH�WKH�FDXVH�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�KHUVHOI�DQG
IRU�WKH�ZKROH�KXPDQ�UDFH´ (494)�
His shed blood is the only remission for sins

Bible:� ³:LWKRXW� WKH� VKHGGLQJ� RI� EORRG� WKHUH� LV� QR
IRUJLYHQHVV…6LQFH�WKHVH�>VLQV@�KDYH�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ��WKHUH
LV�QR�IXUWKHU�RIIHULQJ�IRU�VLQ´�(Heb 9:22; 10:18)�

RCC�WHDFKHV�³DQ�LQGXOJHQFH�LV�D�UHPLVVLRQ�EHIRUH�*RG
RI�WKH�WHPSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW�GXH�WR�VLQV�ZKRVH�JXLOW�KDV
DOUHDG\� EHHQ� IRUJLYHQ�� ZKLFK…PD\� EH� DSSOLHG� WR� WKH
OLYLQJ�RU�WKH�GHDG´�(1471)�
Jesus the soon-coming King

Bible:�³7KLV�VDPH�-HVXV��ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�WDNHQ�DZD\�IURP
\RX�LQWR�KHDYHQ�ZLOO�FRPH�EDFN�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�\RX�KDYH
VHHQ�KLP�JR�LQWR�KHDYHQ �́(Acts 1:11)�

RCC�WHDFKHV�WKDW�-HVXV�UHWXUQV�GDLO\�WR�&DWKROLF�DOWDUV
WR�EH�ZRUVKLSSHG��³7KH�ERG\�DQG�EORRG…VRXO�DQG�GLYLQ�
LW\�RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW…LV�WUXO\��UHDOO\��DQG�VXEVWDQ�
WLDOO\�FRQWDLQHG´�LQ�WKH�(XFKDULVW�(1374-78)�
Salvation is proclaimed in the gospel

Bible:�³,W�LV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�*RG�OHDGLQJ�HYHU\RQH�ZKR
EHOLHYHV�LQ�LW�WR�VDOYDWLRQ �́(Rom 1:16)��³,W�LV�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�RI
-HVXV�&KULVW��KLV�OLIH��GHDWK��DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR
WKH�6FULSWXUHV �́(1 Cor 15:1-4)��³,I�DQ\RQH�SUHDFKHV�D�JRVSHO�WR
\RX�RWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�RQH�\RX�UHFHLYHG��OHW�D�FXUVH�EH�XSRQ
KLP´�(Gal 1:9)�

RCC� SUHDFKHV� D� GLIIHUHQW� JRVSHO� E\� GHPDQGLQJ� DG�
GLWLRQDO�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�LQFOXGLQJ��WKH�VDFUD�
PHQWV�(1129)��PHULWRULRXV�PDVVHV (1405)��FKXUFK�PHPEHUVKLS
(846)��SXUJDWRU\�(1030)��LQGXOJHQFHV�(1498)��DQG�EDSWLVP�(1256)�
Salvation is of God, not of man

Bible:�³:KHQ�\RX�KHDUG�WKH�JODG�WLGLQJV�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�
WKH�ZRUG�RI�WUXWK��DQG�EHOLHYHG�LQ�LW��\RX�ZHUH�VHDOHG�ZLWK
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW �́(Eph 1:13)��7KRVH�³ZKR�EHOLHYH�LQ�KLV�QDPH
ZHUH�EHJRWWHQ�QRW�E\…PDQ¶V�ZLOOLQJ�LW��EXW�E\�*RG �́(John 1:13)�

RCC�WHDFKHV�WKDW�³EDSWLVP�LV�WKH�VDFUDPHQW�RI�UHJHQ�
HUDWLRQ…ZLWKRXW�ZKLFK�QR�RQH�FDQ�HQWHU�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI
*RG �́(1213, 1215)�
Salvation is through faith, not works

Bible:�³6DOYDWLRQ�LV�\RXUV�WKURXJK�IDLWK��7KLV�LV�QRW�RI
\RXU�RZQ�GRLQJ��LW�LV�*RG¶V�JLIW��QHLWKHU�LV�LW�D�UHZDUG�IRU
DQ\WKLQJ�\RX�KDYH�DFFRPSOLVKHG��VR�OHW�QR�RQH�SULGH�KLP�
VHOI�RQ�LW �́(Eph 2:8-9)��³<HW�LQ�QR�ZD\�FDQ�D�PDQ�UHGHHP�KLPVHOI�
RU�SD\�KLV�RZQ�UDQVRP�WR�*RG��7RR�KLJK�LV�WKH�SULFH�WR
UHGHHP�RQH¶V�OLIH��KH�ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�HQRXJK �́(Psalm 49:7-8)�

* Bible quotes are from the New American Bible for Catholics.** All reference numbers are taken from the Roman Catholic Catechism (1994).



RCC�WHDFKHV�VDOYDWLRQ�WKURXJK�IDLWK�SOXV�ZRUNV��3HRSOH
FDQ� REWDLQ� WKHLU� RZQ� VDOYDWLRQ� DQG� DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH� FR�
RSHUDWH�LQ�VDYLQJ�WKHLU�EURWKHUV�WKURXJK�JRRG�ZRUNV�DQG
LQGXOJHQFHV�(1477, 1479)�
Salvation is by grace, not merit

Bible:�µµ$OO�PHQ�DUH�QRZ�XQGHVHUYHGO\�MXVWLILHG�E\�WKH
JLIW�RI�*RG…,W� LV�QRW�EHFDXVH�RI� WKHLU�ZRUNV��RWKHUZLVH
JUDFH�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�JUDFH �́(Rom 3:24; 11:6)��³+H�VDYHG�XV��QRW
EHFDXVH�RI�DQ\�ULJKWHRXV�GHHGV�ZH�KDG�GRQH��EXW�EHFDXVH
RI�KLV�PHUF\´�(Titus 3:5)�

RCC� GHQLHV� MXVWLI\LQJ� JUDFH� LV� XQGHVHUYHG�� ³%\� KLV
GHDWK�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��-HVXV�&KULVW�KDV�¶RSHQHG¶�KHDYHQ
WR�XV �́(1026)��³$�WUHDVXU\�RI�SUD\HUV�DQG�JRRG�ZRUNV�PDNHV
LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�&DWKROLFV�WR�DWWDLQ�WKHLU�RZQ�VDOYDWLRQ´��(1477)�
³:H�FDQ�PHULW�IRU�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�IRU�RWKHUV�DOO�WKH�JUDFHV
QHHGHG�WR�DWWDLQ�HWHUQDO�OLIH �́(2027)��
Salvation rejected is Hell

Bible:�³7KRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�DFNQRZOHGJH�*RG�QRU�KHHG
WKH�JRRG�QHZV�RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV…ZLOO�VXIIHU�WKH�SHQDOW\
RI�HWHUQDO�UXLQ �́(2 Thess 1:8-9)�

RCC�WHDFKHV�WKDW�³LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�GHDWK�WKH�VRXOV�RI
WKRVH�ZKR�GLH�LQ�D�VWDWH�RI�PRUWDO�VLQ�GHVFHQG�LQWR�KHOO�
ZKHUH�WKH\�VXIIHU…HWHUQDO�ILUH �́(1035)�

8he Roman Catholic Church�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�LGHQWLILHG
ZLWK�&KULVWLDQLW\�EHFDXVH�LW�XSKROGV�IRXU�IXQGDPHQ�

WDOV�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK��WKH�GHLW\�RI�&KULVW��WKH�7ULXQH
*RG�� WKH� YLUJLQ� ELUWK�� DQG� WKH� ERGLO\� UHVXUUHFWLRQ� DQG
UHWXUQ�RI�&KULVW�WR�HDUWK��+RZHYHU��&DWKROLF�WHDFKLQJ�RS�
SRVHV� WKH� GRFWULQH� WKDW� LV�PRVW� HVVHQWLDO� WR� WKH�&KULVWLDQ
IDLWK²WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�justification by faith alone��7KH�9DWL�
FDQ�QRW�RQO\�GHQLHV�WKLV�GRFWULQH��EXW�DOVR�FRQGHPQV�DQ\�
RQH�ZKR�EHOLHYHV� LW��2WKHU�&DWKROLF�GRFWULQHV�GHQ\�WKDW
&KULVW¶V�ZRUN�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�LV�ILQLVKHG�DQG�WKDW�KLV�DWRQH�
PHQW�LV�VXIILFLHQW��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�5RPDQ�&DWKROLFLVP�PXVW
EH�LGHQWLILHG�DV�DQ�DSRVWDWH�FKXUFK�DQG�&DWKROLFV�QHHG�WR
EH�HYDQJHOL]HG�

,Q�VSLWH�RI�WKLV�WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�&DWKROLFV�ZKR�GR�QRW
DGKHUH�WR�DOO�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKHLU�FKXUFK�DQG�KDYH�KDG�D
JHQXLQH�ERUQ�DJDLQ�H[SHULHQFH��6WLOO��ZLWK�RYHU�RQH�ELOOLRQ
&DWKROLFV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�D�JURZLQJ�HFXPHQLFDO�PRYH�
PHQW�WR�XQLWH�DOO�UHOLJLRQV�XQGHU�WKH�SRZHU�DQG�LQIOXHQFH
RI�WKH�SRSH��WKH�WUXWK�DERXW�&DWKROLFLVP�PXVW�EH�WROG�

,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�PRVW�RI�WKH�FOHUJ\�DQG�OD\
SHRSOH�WKDW�WHDFK�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�GRFWULQH�DUH�QRW�GHFHLY�
LQJ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�PDOLFLRXV�LQWHQW��7KH\�DUH�VLPSO\�SDVVLQJ
RQ�ZKDW�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�WDXJKW��EHOLHYLQJ�LW�WR�EH�WKH�WUXWK�
0DQ\�&DWKROLFV�KDYH�D�]HDO�IRU�*RG��EXW�LW¶V�QRW�EDVHG�RQ
ELEOLFDO�NQRZOHGJH��3UD\HU��ORYH��FRPSDVVLRQ��DQG�XQGHU�
VWDQGLQJ�DUH�QHHGHG�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�6SLULW
RI�*RG�XVLQJ�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�WR�SHQHWUDWH�WKHLU�KHDUWV�
3DWLHQFH�LV�QHHGHG�WR�XQWDQJOH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLFV�IURP�WKH
GRJPDWLF�ZHE�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�KHOG�FDSWLYH�(Col 2:8)�

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CATHOLICISM
7KH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�FODLPV�WR�EH�WKH�FKXUFK

IRXQGHG�E\�&KULVW�(Matt 16:18)��3HWHU�SURIHVVHG�&KULVW�DV�WKH
5RFN�DQG�&KLHI�&RUQHUVWRQH�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�(1 Peter 2:6-8)��ZKLFK
FRQVLVW�RI�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�KRO\�DQG�EODPHOHVV�DQG�ZKR
VXEPLW�WR�&KULVW�(Eph 5:24,27)��$IWHU�WKH�GHDWK�RI�WKH�DSRVWOHV
WKH�FKXUFK�LJQRUHG�WKHLU�ZDUQLQJV�WKDW�PHQ�ZRXOG�ULVH�XS
IURP� DPRQJ� WKHP� DQG� GLVWRUW� WKH� WUXWK� WR� OHDG� PDQ\
DVWUD\��)URP�RXW�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�DSRVWROLF�FKXUFK�RI�VDQFWL�
ILHG��KXPEOH��SHUVHFXWHG�EHOLHYHUV�HYROYHG�D�ZRUOGO\�LQVWL�
WXWLRQ�RI�DZHVRPH�ZHDOWK��SRZHU��DQG�SROLWLFDO�LQIOXHQFH�

,Q�WKH�IRXUWK�FHQWXU\�&RQVWDQWLQH�XQLILHG�WKH�5RPDQ
(PSLUH�E\�PHUJLQJ�SDJDQLVP�ZLWK�&KULVWLDQLW\��'HFODULQJ
KLPVHOI�9LFDU�RI�&KULVW��KH�HOHYDWHG�³FRQYHUWV´�WR�SRVLWLRQV

Dhe gospel�of Christ� LV�JRRG�QHZV�RI �SDUGRQ�WR�WKH�JXLOW\�
DGGUHVVLQJ� DOO� DV� HTXDOO\� JXLOW\� EHIRUH� *RG�� ,W� UHYHDOV� DQ

DWRQHPHQW�VXIILFLHQW�IRU�DOO��DQG�HYHU\�VLQQHU�LV�FRPPDQGHG�WR
UHFHLYH� LW�DV�D�IDLWKIXO�VD\LQJ�� WKDW�´&KULVW�-HVXV�FDPH�LQWR�WKH
ZRUOG�WR�VDYH�VLQQHUVµ�(1 Tim 1:15)��7KH�JRVSHO�LV�DGGUHVVHG�WR�WKRVH
ZKR�DUH�´IDU�IURP�ULJKWHRXVQHVVµ�(Isa 46:12)��ZKR�DUH�SRRU��DQG
EOLQG��DQG�QDNHG��ZKR�KDYH�QR�PRQH\�WR�SXUFKDVH�VDOYDWLRQ��QR
PHULW�WR�UHFRPPHQG�WKHP�WR�WKH�IDYRU�RI �*RG�(Isa 55:1; Luke 7:42)�

&KULVW�FDPH�QRW�WR�FDOO�WKH�ULJKWHRXV��EXW�VLQQHUV�WR�UHSHQ�
WDQFH�(Matt 9:13)��,I �ZH�DUH�QRW�VLQQHUV��ZH�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK
WKH�JRVSHO��DQG�LI �ZH�DUH�VLQQHUV��OHW�XV�QRW�UHMHFW�WKH�FRXQVHO�RI
*RG�DJDLQVW�RXUVHOYHV��E\�YDLQO\�VXSSRVLQJ�WKDW�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW
XV�JLYHV�XV�D�SHFXOLDU�FODLP�WR�KLV�IDYRU��RU�E\�LPDJLQLQJ�WKDW�RXU
VLQV�DUH�WRR�JUHDW�WR�EH�IRUJLYHQ��7KH�WKLHI �XSRQ�WKH�FURVV�ZDV
VDYHG�E\�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV��DQG�QRQH�VKDOO�HQWHU�KHDYHQ�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU
ZD\��2XU�RQO\�SOHD�LV�WKLV³´*RG�EH�PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�D�VLQQHU�µ

$OWKRXJK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�DUH�VR�FOHDU�RQ�WKLV�VXEMHFW��LW� LV�D
VWXPEOLQJ�EORFN�DQG�IRROLVKQHVV�WR�WKH�JUHDW�ERG\�RI �WKRVH�ZKR
KHDU�WKH�JRVSHO��,W�RIIHQGV�WKHLU�SULGH�WR�EH�SXW�XSRQ�D�OHYHO�ZLWK
WKH�RXWFDVWV�RI �VRFLHW\��VXUHO\��WKH\�WKLQN��VRPH�GLIIHUHQFH�ZLOO
EH�PDGH��EXW� WKH\�HUU��QRW�NQRZLQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��QRU�XQGHU�
VWDQGLQJ�WKH�PDOLJQLW\�RI �VLQ�RU�WKH�JUDFH�RI �*RG�

7KH\�YLHZ�VDOYDWLRQ�DV�D�NLQG�RI �EDUJDLQ�ZKLFK�*RG�SUR�
SRVHV�WR�PDNH�ZLWK�KLV�FUHDWXUHV��WKDW�RQ�FHUWDLQ�FRQGLWLRQV�KH
ZLOO�DFFHSW�WKHP��ZKLOH�LQ�IDFW�LW�LV�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI �UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�
HTXDOO\�DGGUHVVHG�WR�DOO�PDQNLQG��GHFODULQJ�WKDW�D�IXOO�DWRQHPHQW
IRU�VLQ�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�XSRQ�WKH�FURVV��DQG�LQYLWLQJ�HYHU\�VLQQHU
RI �$GDP·V�UDFH�LQVWDQWO\�WR�DSSURDFK�*RG�WKURXJK�&KULVW�

:KHQ�0RVHV�OLIWHG�XS�WKH�VHUSHQW�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV��LW�ZDV�D
UHPHG\�HTXDOO\�DGDSWHG�IRU�DOO�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�ELWWHQ�(Num 21:8; John
3:14-15)��%\�ORRNLQJ�WR�WKH�VHUSHQW�WKH�SDWLHQW�ZDV�KHDOHG��DQG�LQ
UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKLV�HPEOHP��&KULVW��LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\�DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO
PDQNLQG��VD\V��´/RRN�XQWR�PH��DQG�EH�\H�VDYHG��DOO�WKH�HQGV�RI
WKH�HDUWK��IRU�,�DP�*RG��DQG�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�HOVHµ�(Isa 45:21-22)�

:KLOH�WKH�JRVSHO�LV�SUHDFKHG�IUHHO\�WR�DOO��LW�LV�´WKH�SRZHU�RI
*RG�XQWR�VDOYDWLRQµ�RQO\�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�(Rom 1:16)��%XW�LW�LV
YDLQ�WR�WDON�RI �EHLQJ�MXVWLILHG�E\�&KULVW·V�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��XQOHVV�RXU
KHDUWV�DUH�´SXULILHG�E\�IDLWKµ�(Acts 15:9)��:H�PD\�SURIHVV�IDLWK�LQ
-HVXV�ZKLOH�ZH�DUH�VODYHV�WR�VLQ��ZH�PD\�GHFHLYH�RXUVHOYHV��DQG
DIILUP�WKDW�ZH�DUH�WUXVWLQJ�LQ�&KULVW�ZKLOH�ZH�DUH�OLYLQJ�DIWHU�WKH
IOHVK��EXW�HYHU\�EUDQFK�LQ�WKH�YLQH�WKDW�EHDUHWK�QRW�IUXLW�VKDOO�EH
FDVW�LQWR�WKH�ILUH�(Matt 3:10; John 15:2)�

,I �ZH�EHOLHYH�&KULVW·V�JRVSHO��LW�ZLOO�HIIHFWXDOO\�ZRUN�LQ�RXU
KHDUWV� (1 Thess 2:13)�� DQG� WHDFK�XV� WKDW�GHQ\LQJ�XQJRGOLQHVV� DQG
ZRUOGO\� OXVWV��ZH�VKRXOG� OLYH�VREHUO\�� ULJKWHRXVO\��DQG�JRGO\� LQ
WKLV�SUHVHQW�ZRUOG�(Titus 2:11-12)��DQG�LI �ZKDW�ZH�EHOLHYH�GRHV�QRW
SURGXFH�WKLV�HIIHFW��LW�LV�QRW�WKH�WUXH�JUDFH�RI �*RG�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH
VWDQG��:H�DUH�GHFHLYHG��́ 7KH\�WKDW�DUH�&KULVW·V�KDYH�FUXFLILHG�WKH
IOHVK�ZLWK�WKH�DIIHFWLRQV�DQG�OXVWVµ�(Gal 5:24)�q

What is the gospel"
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=artin Boos��D�PDQ�RI �XQVSRWWHG�FKDUDFWHU��ZDV�RUGDLQHG�D
5RPDQ�&DWKROLF� SULHVW� LQ� ������+H� WHOOV�ZKDW� ´LPPHQVH

SDLQVµ�KH�WRRN�WR�EHFRPH�D�UHDOO\�JRRG�DQG�ULJKWHRXV�PDQ��´)RU
\HDUV��HYHQ�LQ�ZLQWHU��,�OD\�XSRQ�WKH�FROG�IORRU��,�VFRXUJHG�P\VHOI
WLOO�,�EOHG�DJDLQ��,�IDVWHG�DQG�JDYH�P\�EUHDG�WR�WKH�SRRU��,�VSHQW
HYHU\�KRXU�,�FRXOG�VSDUH�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK��,�FRQIHVVHG�DQG�WRRN�WKH
VDFUDPHQW�DOPRVW�HYHU\�ZHHN��LQ�VKRUW��,�JDLQHG�VXFK�D�FKDUDFWHU
IRU�SLHW\�WKDW�,�ZDV�DSSRLQWHG�SUHIHFW�RI �WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RI �WKH
H[�-HVXLWV��%XW�ZKDW�D�OLIH�,�OHG�

´7KH�SUHIHFW��ZLWK�DOO�KLV�VDQFWLW\��EHFDPH�PRUH�DQG�PRUH
DEVRUEHG�LQ�VHOI��PHODQFKRO\�DQG�IRUPDO��7KH�¶VDLQW·�ZDV�HYHU�
PRUH�H[FODLPLQJ�LQ�KLV�KHDUW��¶2K��ZUHWFKHG�PDQ�WKDW�,�DP��:KR
VKDOO�GHOLYHU�PH"·�$QG�QR�RQH�UHSOLHG��¶7KH�JUDFH�RI �*RG�WKURXJK
-HVXV�&KULVW�RXU�/RUG·�(Rom 7:24-25)��1R�RQH�JDYH�WKH�VLFN�PDQ�WKDW
VSLULWXDO�GLUHFWLYH��¶7KH�MXVW�VKDOO�OLYH�E\�IDLWK·�(Gal 3:11)�µ

,Q�������*RG�ZDV�SOHDVHG�WR�RSHQ�WKH�H\HV�RI �0DUWLQ�%RRV�LQ
D�PRVW�XQH[SHFWHG�PDQQHU��+H�YLVLWHG�D�VLFN�SHUVRQ�ZKR�ZDV
UHVSHFWHG� IRU�KHU�JRGOLQHVV�DQG�GHHS�KXPLOLW\��+H�VDLG� WR�KHU�
´<RX�ZLOO�GLH�YHU\�SHDFHIXOO\�DQG�KDSSLO\�µ�́ :K\�VR"µ�VKH�DVNHG�
´%HFDXVH�\RX�KDYH�OHG�VXFK�D�SLRXV�DQG�KRO\�OLIH�µ�KH�UHVSRQGHG�

7KH�JRRG�ZRPDQ�VPLOHG�DW�KLV�ZRUGV��DQG�VDLG��´,I �,�OHDYH
WKLV�ZRUOG�UHO\LQJ�RQ�P\�RZQ�SLHW\��,�DP�VXUHO\�ORVW��EXW�UHO\LQJ
RQ�-HVXV�P\�6DYLRU��,�FDQ�GLH�LQ�FRPIRUW��:KDW�D�FOHUJ\PDQ�\RX
DUH��,I �,�OLVWHQHG�WR�\RX��ZKDW�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�RI �PH"�+RZ�FRXOG
,�VWDQG�EHIRUH�WKH�GLYLQH�WULEXQDO��ZKHUH�HYHU\�RQH�PXVW�JLYH�DQ
DFFRXQW� HYHQ� RI � WKHLU� LGOH� ZRUGV"�:KLFK� RI � RXU� DFWLRQV� DQG
YLUWXHV�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�IRXQG�ZDQWLQJ�LI �ODLG�LQ�WKH�GLYLQH�EDODQFHV"
1R��LI �&KULVW�KDG�QRW�GLHG�DQG�PDGH�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�IRU�PH��,·G�EH
ORVW�IRUHYHU��UHJDUGOHVV�RI �DOO�P\�JRRG�ZRUNV�DQG�SLRXV�FRQGXFW�
+H�LV�P\�KRSH��P\�VDOYDWLRQ��DQG�P\�HWHUQDO�KDSSLQHVV�µ

7KH�\RXQJ�SULHVW�ZDV�DVWRQLVKHG��+H�KDG�JRQH�WR�WKH�EHGVLGH
RI �WKLV�G\LQJ�ZRPDQ�WR�FRQVROH�KHU��LI �SRVVLEOH��ZKLOH�KH�KLPVHOI
NQHZ�QRW�WKH�WUXH�FRQVRODWLRQ�IRXQG�RQO\�LQ�&KULVW��DQG�QRW�LQ
UHOLJLRXV� ULWHV� DQG� FHUHPRQLHV��:LWK� DOO� KLV� OHDUQLQJ�� KH� ZDV
LJQRUDQW�RI �WKDW�ZKLFK�WKLV�VLPSOH�KHDUWHG�ZRPHQ�NQHZ�VR�ZHOO�

)RUWXQDWHO\�IRU�KLP��KH�GLG�QRW�UHIXVH�WR�EH�WDXJKW�E\�VR�ZHDN
DQ� LQVWUXPHQW�� 7KH� G\LQJ�ZRPDQ·V� WHVWLPRQ\�PDGH� D� ODVWLQJ
LPSUHVVLRQ�XSRQ�KLV�VRXO��DQG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI �WLPH��KH�ZDV�OHG
WR�UHMHFW�WKH�ZKROH�V\VWHP�RI �WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�DUH�VDYHG�́ E\�ZRUNV
RI �ULJKWHRXVQHVV�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�GRQHµ�(Titus 3:5)��DQG�UHVWHG�KLV�VRXO
HQWLUHO\�RQ�WKH�PHULWV�RI �´-HVXV�&KULVW�WKH�ULJKWHRXVµ�(1 John 2:1)�

+RZ�SHUIHFWO\�YDLQ�DUH�RXU�HIIRUWV�LQ�WKH�PDWWHU�RI �RXU�VRXO·V
VDOYDWLRQ�(Rom 3:10-12)³DOO�RI �RXU�IDQFLHG�´ULJKWHRXVQHVVHV�DUH�DV
ILOWK\�UDJVµ�(Isaiah 64:6)��0DUWLQ�%RRV�OHDUQHG�DW�ODVW�WR�FRXQW�DOO�KLV
OHDUQLQJ� DQG� DFTXLUHPHQWV� DV� GURVV� DQG� GXQJ� DV� D� PHDQV� RI
VHFXULQJ�D�ILWQHVV�WR�VWDQG�EHIRUH�WKH�MXGJPHQW�EDU�RI �*RG�

1RWKLQJ�ZH�FDQ�GR�ZLOO�DYDLO�DQ\WKLQJ�WRZDUGV�VHWWOLQJ�WKH
JUHDW�DFFRXQW�EHWZHHQ�RXU�VRXO�DQG�*RG��7R�HQWHU�LQWR�KLV�UHVW
\RX�PXVW�́ FHDVH�IURP�\RXU�RZQ�ZRUNVµ�(Heb 4:9-10)��DQG�UHO\�DORQH
XSRQ�WKH�ILQLVKHG�ZRUN�WKDW�&KULVW�DFFRPSOLVKHG�DW�&DOYDU\�(Rom
4:4-5)��*RG�DFFHSWV�WKDW�ZRUN��DQG�KH�DFFHSWV�XV�RQO\�XSRQ�WKH
JURXQG�RI �ZKDW�KLV�6RQ�KDV�GRQH��DQG�QRW�EHFDXVH�RI �DQ\WKLQJ
ZH�FRXOG�HYHU�GR��&DVW�\RXUVHOI �XSRQ�&KULVW�DORQH��DQG�KLV�PHULWV�
DQG�\RX�VKDOO�EH�IRUHYHU�¶¶DFFHSWHG�LQ�WKH�%HORYHGµ�(Eph 1:6)�q

the story of martin boos

The Roman Catholic   
Gospel Reveals:     

(1) A religious system ofsacraments, indulgences,purgatory, and prayers forthe dead (1032, 1471-79, 1498)
(2) Sins are expiated by suf-fering in purgatory  (1030-31)
(3) Mary and all the saintsare also glorified  (1476-77)
(4) The work of salvationcontinues with dailysacrifices (611, 1405)
(5) Salvation is  .. .

• Through the RomanCatholic Church (846)
• Merited by doing goodworks (1815,1821,2010,2027)
• By faith plus the law,sacraments, and goodworks (1129, 1131)
• Attained by man (2010, 2027)
• A process from baptismthrough purgatory(161-62, 1254-55)
• Never assured in this life (1036, 2005)

The Gospel of God�s
Grace Reveals:   

(1) The Lord Jesus Christ,his sinless life, victoriousdeath, and resurrection(1 Cor 15:1-4)
(2) Sins are expiated byChrist�s blood (Rom 3:25)
(3) Salvation glorifiesGod alone (Eph 1)
(4) The work of salvationis finished (John 19:30; Heb10:14)
(5) Salvation is  .. .

• Only through Christ(Acts 4:12)
• A gift of God�s grace(Rom 3:24; Eph 2:8-9)
• By faith alone apartfrom works (Rom 4:5-8;11:6; Gal 2:21; Eph 2:8-9)
• Attained by Christ (Rom 5:9)
• At the moment asinner believes thegospel (Eph 1:13-14)
• Secured by God (John 10:27-30)
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