
7KH�%LEOH�VD\V�PDQ�LV�VDYHG�E\�EHOLHYLQJ�*RG·V�WUXWK�(Eph
1:13-14)�� *RG� FDQ� QHYHU� GHFHLYH� DQ\RQH� (Titus 1:1-2)�� %XW� PDQ
UHPDLQV�FRQGHPQHG�LI �KH�FRQWLQXHV�LQ�GHFHSWLRQ��)DOVH�UHOLJ�
LRXV�V\VWHPV�KROG�SHRSOH�LQ�ERQGDJH�WR�GHFHSWLRQ�E\�SHUYHUW�
LQJ� *RG·V� WUXWK� DQG� JUDFH�� $Q\� UHOLJLRQ� WKDW� WHDFKHV� LWV
IROORZHUV�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�REWDLQHG�WKURXJK�KXPDQ�HIIRUW�DQG
PHULW�LV�QXOOLI\LQJ�WKH�JUDFH�RI �*RG��*UDFH�LV�WKH�RQO\�PHDQV
E\�ZKLFK�*RG�VDYHV�VLQQHUV��7KH�%LEOH�VD\V��´,I �E\�JUDFH��LW
LV� QR� ORQJHU� EHFDXVH� RI �ZRUNV�� RWKHUZLVH� JUDFH�ZRXOG� QR
ORQJHU�EH�JUDFHµ�(Rom 11:6)�*

6RPH�SHRSOH�EOLQGO\�SXW�IDLWK�LQ�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV��DVVXP�
LQJ�WKDW�WKHLU�OHDGHUV�ZRXOG�QHYHU�VHGXFH�DQ\RQH�ZLWK�D�IDOVH
SODQ�RI� VDOYDWLRQ��<HW�WKH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�ZDUQHG�WKDW�´IURP
\RXU�RZQ�JURXS��PHQ�ZLOO�FRPH�IRUZDUG�SHUYHUWLQJ�WKH�WUXWK
WR�GUDZ�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�DZD\�DIWHU�WKHPµ�(Acts 20:30)��2WKHU�SHRSOH
VLPSO\�FKRRVH�QRW�WR�UHVSRQG�RU�FRQIRUP�WKHLU�OLYHV�WR�WUXWK�
,QVWHDG�WKH\�WXUQ�DZD\�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�WHDFKHUV�ZKR�VD\�ZKDW�WKH\
ZDQW�WR�KHDU�(2 Tim 4:2-4)��7KHQ�WKHUH�DUH�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�D
]HDO�IRU�*RG��EXW�QRW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WUXWK�(Rom 10:1-4)��7KRVH�ZKR
KDYH� EHHQ� LQGRFWULQDWHG�ZLWK� IDOVH� WHDFKLQJ�KDYH�GLIILFXOW\
EHOLHYLQJ�WKH�WUXWK��7KH\�IDLO�EHFDXVH�WKH\�UHIXVH�WR�OHW�JR�RI
XQELEOLFDO�EHOLHIV�

,W�ZDV�GLVREHGLHQFH�WR�*RG��D�ODFN�RI�IDLWK�LQ�KLV�SXUSRVH�
SODQ�� DQG�ZRUG�� WKDW� VHSDUDWHG�$GDP� DQG�(YH� IURP�KLP�
,QVWHDG��WKH\�FKRVH�WR�SXW�WKHLU�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�GHFHLYHU��ZKLFK
EURXJKW�VSLULWXDO�DQG�SK\VLFDO�GHDWK�WR�XV�DOO��*RG�XVHV�WKH
YHU\� LQVWUXPHQW� WKDW� VHSDUDWHG�XV� IURP�KLP³IDLWK³WR� UH�
VWRUH�XV�EDFN�WR�KLP��6DOYDWLRQ�LQ�&KULVW�LV�UHFHLYHG�E\�WXUQLQJ
WR�KLP�LQ�IDLWK��´)RU�E\�JUDFH�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�VDYHG�WKURXJK
IDLWK��DQG�WKLV�LV�QRW�IURP�\RX��LW�LV�WKH�JLIW�RI �*RG��LW�LV�QRW
IURP�ZRUNV��VR�QR�RQH�PD\�ERDVWµ�(Eph 2:8-9)�

7KH�:RUG�RI�*RG�LV�FOHDU…�(1)�:H�DUH�HLWKHU�FKLOGUHQ�RI
WKH�GHYLO�(John 8:43-45)�RU�FKLOGUHQ�RI�*RG�(John 1:12)��(2)�:H�OLYH
DV�VODYHV�WR�VLQ�RU�DV�VODYHV�WR�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�(Rom 6:16-18)��(3)�:H
ZLOO�HLWKHU�VSHQG�HWHUQLW\�XQGHU�WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG�RU�LQ�KLV
ORYLQJ� SUHVHQFH�� ´:KRHYHU� EHOLHYHV� LQ� >-HVXV@� ZLOO� QRW� EH
FRQGHPQHG��EXW�ZKRHYHU�GRHV�QRW�EHOLHYH�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ
FRQGHPQHG��EHFDXVH�KH�KDV�QRW�EHOLHYHG�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH
RQO\�6RQ�RI �*RGµ�(John 3:18)�

*RG� KDV� UHYHDOHG� WKDW� WUXVWLQJ� LQ� DQ\WKLQJ� RWKHU� WKDQ
&KULVW� DQG� KLV�ZRUG� LV� HYLGHQFH�RI� GHFHSWLRQ��7KRVH�ZKR
FKRRVH�WR�IROORZ�WKH�WUDGLWLRQV��RSLQLRQV��DQG�SKLORVRSKLHV�RI
PHQ�ZLOO�EH�FRQGHPQHG��-HVXV�VDLG��´:KRVRHYHU�UHMHFWV�PH
DQG�GRHV�QRW�DFFHSW�P\�ZRUGV�KDV�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�MXGJH�KLP�
WKH�ZRUG�WKDW�,�VSRNH��LW�ZLOO�FRQGHPQ�KLP�RQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\µ
(John 12:48)��EXW�´WR�WKRVH�ZKR�GLG�DFFHSW�KLP��KH�JDYH�SRZHU
WR�EHFRPH�FKLOGUHQ�RI �*RG�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�LQ�KLV�QDPHµ
(John 1:12)��$UH�\RX�EDVLQJ�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�HWHUQDO�GHVWLQ\�RQ�WKH
HWHUQDO� WUXWKV� RI � *RG·V� :RUG�� RU� WKH� &DWKROLF� WUDGLWLRQV
DGGHG�WR�*RG·V�WUXWK"�+RZ�ZLOO�\RX�UHVSRQG�WR�*RG·V�WUXWK"
&RPSDUH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�HVVHQWLDO�WHDFKLQJV�RI �WKH�%LEOH�WR�WKH
WHDFKLQJV�RI �WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�

$V� \RX� FDQ� VHH�� WKHVH� WHDFKLQJV� GLUHFWO\� RSSRVH� HDFK
RWKHU��2QH�LV�WUXWK�WKDW�ZLOO�VHW�\RX�IUHH��2QH�LV�GHFHSWLRQ�WKDW
ZLOO�KROG�\RX�LQ�ERQGDJH��:KLFK�WHDFKLQJV�ZLOO�\RX�FKRRVH"
&KRRVH�FDUHIXOO\��,Q�WKLV�OLIH�\RX�FDQ�EH�ZURQJ�DERXW�D�ORW�RI
WKLQJV�DQG�VWLOO�VXUYLYH��%XW�ZKHQ�WKLV�OLIH�LV�RYHU��LI �\RX�ZHUH
ZURQJ� DERXW�*RG·V� RQO\� SURYLVLRQ� IRU� \RXU� VLQV�� \RX�ZLOO
SHULVK�LQ�WKH�ODNH�RI �ILUH�IRU�DOO�HWHUQLW\�q

��  Is ��Roman Catholic Christian��
  an Oxymoron "

6KRXOG� WKH� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI � WKH� ZRUGV� ��Roman Catholic
Christian���EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�oxymoron"�:HEVWHU·V�'LFWLRQ�
DU\�GHILQHV�DQ�R[\PRURQ�DV�́ D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�FRQWUDGLFWRU\
ZRUGV�µ�6R�LI �ZH�GHILQH�´&KULVWLDQµ�DV�RQH�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�WKH
JRVSHO�� DQG� D� ´5RPDQ�&DWKROLFµ� DV� RQH�ZKR� EHOLHYHV� WKH
RIILFLDO�WHDFKLQJV�DQG�WUDGLWLRQV�RI �5RPDQ�&DWKROLFLVP��ZH
PXVW�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�D�´5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KULVWLDQµ�LV�LQGHHG
DQ�R[\PRURQ��,W�LV�DEVROXWHO\�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�EHOLHYH�WZR�RS�
SRVLQJ� YLHZV� DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� %LEOLFDO� &KULVWLDQLW\� DQG
5RPDQ�&DWKROLFLVP�VWDQG� LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ� WR�RQH�DQRWKHU�DV
VHHQ�E\�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VWULNLQJ�FRQWUDVW�

Christians�EHOLHYH�6FULSWXUH�KDV�DXWKRULW\�RYHU�WKH�FKXUFK�
¶¶$OO�VFULSWXUH�LV�JLYHQ�E\�LQVSLUDWLRQ�RI �*RG��DQG�LV�SURILWDEOH
IRU�GRFWULQH��IRU�UHSURRI��IRU�FRUUHFWLRQ��IRU�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�ULJK�
WHRXVQHVVµ�(2 Tim 3:16�remaining Bible quotes are from the King James Version)�

Catholics� DUH� WDXJKW� WKDW� WKH� FKXUFK� KDV� DXWKRULW\� RYHU
6FULSWXUH��́ 7KH�PDQQHU�RI �LQWHUSUHWLQJ�6FULSWXUH�LV�XOWLPDWHO\
VXEMHFW� WR�WKH� MXGJPHQW�RI � WKH�&KXUFK�ZKLFK�H[HUFLVHV�WKH
GLYLQHO\� FRQIHUUHG� FRPPLVVLRQ� DQG� PLQLVWU\� RI� ZDWFKLQJ
RYHU�DQG�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�WKH�:RUG�RI �*RGµ�(119)�

Christians�DUH�ERUQ�DJDLQ�E\�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�DQG�WKH�6SLULW
RI�*RG�� ´%HLQJ�ERUQ�DJDLQ��QRW�RI � FRUUXSWLEOH� VHHG��EXW�RI
LQFRUUXSWLEOH��E\�WKH�ZRUG�RI �*RG��ZKLFK�OLYHWK�DQG�DELGHWK
IRU�HYHUµ�(1 Peter 1:23)��´7KH�ZLQG�EORZHWK�ZKHUH�LW�>SOHDVHWK@�
DQG�WKRX�KHDUHVW�WKH�VRXQG�WKHUHRI��EXW�FDQVW�QRW�WHOO�ZKHQFH
LW�FRPHWK��DQG�ZKLWKHU�LW�JRHWK��VR�LV�HYHU\�RQH�WKDW�LV�ERUQ
RI�WKH�6SLULWµ�(John 3:8)�

Catholics�DUH�ERUQ�DJDLQ�E\�ZDWHU��´7KH�ZDWHU�RI�EDSWLVP
WUXO\�VLJQLILHV�RXU�ELUWK�LQWR�WKH�GLYLQH�OLIHµ�(694)��́ 7KH�IDLWKIXO
DUH�ERUQ�DQHZ�E\�EDSWLVPµ�(1212)�

Christians�DUH�HWHUQDOO\�MXVWLILHG�RQFH�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV
&KULVW��´%XW�WR�KLP�WKDW�ZRUNHWK�QRW��EXW�EHOLHYHWK�RQ�KLP
WKDW�MXVWLILHWK�WKH�XQJRGO\��KLV�IDLWK�LV�FRXQWHG�IRU�ULJKWHRXV�
QHVV…*RG�LPSXWHWK�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZLWKRXW�ZRUNV…%OHVVHG
LV�WKH�PDQ�WR�ZKRP�WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�QRW�LPSXWH�VLQµ�(Rom 4:5-8)�
´0RUHRYHU�ZKRP�KH�GLG�SUHGHVWLQDWH��WKHP�KH�DOVR�FDOOHG�
DQG�ZKRP�KH�FDOOHG�� WKHP�KH�DOVR� MXVWLILHG��DQG�ZKRP�KH
MXVWLILHG��WKHP�KH�DOVR�JORULILHGµ�(Rom 8:30)��´%\�RQH�RIIHULQJ
KH�KDWK�SHUIHFWHG�IRU�HYHU�WKHP�WKDW�DUH�VDQFWLILHGµ�(Heb 10:14)�

Catholics�PXVW�EH�MXVWLILHG�UHSHDWHGO\�E\�ZRUNV�DQG�VDFUD�
PHQWV� EHFDXVH� ´PRUWDOµ� VLQ� EULQJV� FRQGHPQDWLRQ�� ´7KRVH
ZKR�GLH�LQ�D�VWDWH�RI �PRUWDO�VLQ�GHVFHQG�LQWR�KHOOµ�(1035)��́ 7KH
VDFUDPHQW�RI �SHQDQFH�RIIHUV�D�QHZ�SRVVLELOLW\�WR�FRQYHUW�DQG
WR�UHFRYHU�WKH�JUDFH�RI �MXVWLILFDWLRQµ�(1446)�

Christians�DUH�VDYHG�E\�*RG·V�XQPHULWHG�JUDFH��´%\�JUDFH
DUH�\H�VDYHG�WKURXJK�IDLWK��DQG�WKDW�QRW�RI �\RXUVHOYHV��LW�LV�WKH
JLIW�RI �*RG��QRW�RI�ZRUNV�� OHVW�DQ\�PDQ�VKRXOG�ERDVWµ� (Eph
2:8-9)��´1RW�E\�ZRUNV�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�GRQH�
EXW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�PHUF\�KH�VDYHG�XVµ�(Titus 3:5)�

Catholics�DUH�VDYHG�E\�PHULWLQJ�WKH�JUDFHV�QHHGHG�IRU�VDOYD�
WLRQ��´:H�FDQ�PHULW� IRU�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�IRU�RWKHUV�WKH�JUDFHV
QHHGHG�IRU…WKH�DWWDLQPHQW�RI �HWHUQDO�OLIHµ�(2010)�

Christians�DUH�VDYHG�XQWR�JRRG�ZRUNV��´:H�DUH�KLV�ZRUN�
PDQVKLS��FUHDWHG�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�XQWR�JRRG�ZRUNV��ZKLFK�*RG
KDWK�EHIRUH�RUGDLQHG�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�ZDON�LQ�WKHPµ�(Eph 2:10)�

Catholics�DUH�VDYHG�E\�JRRG�ZRUNV��́ $�WUHDVXU\�RI �SUD\HUV
DQG�JRRG�ZRUNV�PDNHV�LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�&DWKROLFV�WR�DWWDLQ�WKHLU
RZQ�VDOYDWLRQ�DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�FRRSHUDWH�LQ�VDYLQJ�WKHLU
EURWKHUVµ�(1477)�

Christians�EHOLHYH�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��´+H�KDWK
PDGH�XV�DFFHSWHG�LQ�WKH�%HORYHG��,Q�ZKRP�ZH�KDYH�UHGHPS�
WLRQ�WKURXJK�KLV�EORRG��WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQVµ�(Eph 1:6-7)�� ´,I
DQ\�PDQ�EH�LQ�&KULVW��KH�LV�D�QHZ�FUHDWXUHµ�(2 Cor 5:17)�

Catholics� EHOLHYH� VDOYDWLRQ� LV� LQ� WKH� 5RPDQ� &DWKROLF
&KXUFK��́ 7KH�&RXQFLO�WHDFKHV�WKDW�WKH�&KXUFK��D�SLOJULP�QRZ
RQ�HDUWK��LV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��$Q\RQH�UHIXVLQJ�WR�HQWHU
LW�RU�UHPDLQ�LQ�LW�FDQQRW�EH�VDYHGµ�(846)�

Christians�DUH�SXULILHG�RQO\�E\�WKH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV��́ 7KH�EORRG
RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�KLV�6RQ�FOHDQVHWK�XV�IURP�DOO�VLQµ�(1 John 1:7)�

´7KHLU�VLQV�DQG�LQLTXLWLHV�ZLOO�,�UHPHPEHU�QR�PRUHµ�(Heb 10:17)�
Catholics�DUH�SXULILHG�E\�WKH�ILUHV�RI�SXUJDWRU\��´$IWHU�GHDWK

WKH\�XQGHUJR�SXULILFDWLRQ�>LQ�SXUJDWRU\@��VR�DV�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH
KROLQHVV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�HQWHU�WKH�MR\�RI �KHDYHQµ�(1030)�

Christians�EHOLHYH�WKH�/RUG·V�6XSSHU�LV�D�PHPRULDO�RI�&KULVW·V
ILQLVKHG�ZRUN��´7KLV�GR�LQ�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI �PHµ�(1 Cor 11:24)�

Catholics�EHOLHYH�WKH�/RUG·V�6XSSHU�LV�D�VDFULILFH�RI �&KULVW
WKDW�FRQWLQXHV�WKH�ZRUN�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ��́ 7KH�VDFULILFH�RI�&KULVW
DQG�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�WKH�(XFKDULVW�DUH�RQH�VLQJOH�VDFULILFH…WKH
VDPH�&KULVW�ZKR�RIIHUHG�KLPVHOI �RQFH�LQ�D�EORRG\�PDQQHU�RQ
WKH�DOWDU�RI�WKH�FURVV�LV�FRQWDLQHG�DQG�RIIHUHG�LQ�DQ�XQEORRG\
PDQQHU…IRU�WKH�VLQV�RI�WKH�OLYLQJ�DQG�WKH�GHDGµ�(1367, 1414)�

Christians�UHFHLYH�-HVXV�SHUPDQHQWO\��VSLULWXDOO\�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�
´$V�PDQ\�DV�UHFHLYHG�KLP��WR�WKHP�JDYH�KH�SRZHU�WR�EHFRPH
WKH�VRQV�RI�*RG��HYHQ�WR�WKHP�WKDW�EHOLHYH�RQ�KLV�QDPHµ�(John
1:12)��´*RG…KDWK�DOVR�VHDOHG�XV��DQG�JLYHQ�WKH�HDUQHVW�RI �WKH
6SLULW�LQ�RXU�KHDUWVµ�(2 Cor 1:22)��

Catholics�UHFHLYH�-HVXV�IUHTXHQWO\��SK\VLFDOO\�LQ�WKH�VWRP�
DFK��́ 7KH�ERG\�DQG�EORRG��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�VRXO�DQG�GLYLQLW\
RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW…LV� WUXO\��UHDOO\��DQG�VXEVWDQWLDOO\
FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKH�(XFKDULVWµ�(1374-78)��

Christians�DUH�SULHVWV�DQG�VDLQWV��´<H�DUH�D�FKRVHQ�JHQHUD�
WLRQ��D�UR\DO�SULHVWKRRG��DQ�KRO\�QDWLRQ��D�SHFXOLDU�SHRSOH�
WKDW�\H�VKRXOG�VKHZ�IRUWK�WKH�SUDLVHV�RI�KLP�ZKR�KDWK�FDOOHG
\RX� RXW� RI� GDUNQHVV� LQWR� KLV� PDUYHOORXV� OLJKWµ� (1 Peter 2:9)�
´3DXO…WR�WKH�VDLQWV�ZKLFK�DUH�DW�(SKHVXVµ�(Eph 1:1)�

Catholics�QHHG�D�SULHVW�DQG�DUH�QRW�VDLQWV�XQOHVV�FDQRQL]HG
E\� WKH� SRSH�� ´,Q� WKH� IRUJLYHQHVV� RI� VLQV�� ERWK� SULHVWV� DQG
VDFUDPHQWV�DUH�LQVWUXPHQWV�ZKLFK�RXU�/RUG…ZLOOV�WR�XVH�WR
HIIDFH�RXU�VLQV�DQG�JLYH�XV�WKH�JUDFH�RI�MXVWLILFDWLRQµ�(987)�

Christians�DUH�FRQGHPQHG�E\�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�
7KH�&RXQFLO�RI �7UHQW�DQG�9DWLFDQ� ,,�SURQRXQFHG�RYHU����
DQDWKHPDV�WKDW�DUH�VWLOO�LQ�HIIHFW�WRGD\��

Catholics�DUH�FRQGHPQHG�E\�*RG·V�:RUG��´+H�WKDW�UHMHFWHWK
PH��DQG�UHFHLYHWK�QRW�P\�ZRUGV��KDWK�RQH�WKDW�MXGJHWK�KLP�
WKH�ZRUG�WKDW�,�KDYH�VSRNHQ��WKH�VDPH�VKDOO�MXGJH�KLP�LQ�WKH
ODVW�GD\µ�(John 12:48)��́ 7KHUH�EH�VRPH�WKDW�WURXEOH�\RX��DQG�ZRXOG
SHUYHUW�WKH�JRVSHO�RI �&KULVW��%XW�WKRXJK�ZH��RU�DQ�DQJHO�IURP
KHDYHQ��SUHDFK�DQ\�RWKHU�JRVSHO�XQWR�\RX�WKDQ�WKDW�ZKLFK�ZH
KDYH�SUHDFKHG�XQWR�\RX��OHW�KLP�EH�DFFXUVHGµ�(Gal 1:7-8)�

&KULVWLDQV�ZKR�KDYH�EHOLHYHG�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�KDYH�WKH
DVVXUDQFH� RI� HWHUQDO� OLIH�� &DWKROLFV�ZKR� KDYH� UHMHFWHG� WKH
:RUG�RI �*RG�LQ�IDYRU�RI �WKH�WHDFKLQJV�DQG�WUDGLWLRQV�RI �PHQ�
KDYH�RQO\�D�IDOVH�KRSH�RI�EHLQJ�VDYHG�IURP�WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG�
:KLOH� WKHUH�PD\�EH�ERUQ�DJDLQ�&KULVWLDQV�ZKR�ZRUVKLS�LQ
WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��E\�GHILQLWLRQ�WKH\�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�5RPDQ
&DWKROLFV��(YHQWXDOO\�WKH�6SLULW�RI �7UXWK�ZLOO�OHDG�WKHP�RXW
ZKHQ� WKH\� EHJLQ�GLVFHUQLQJ� WUXWK� IURP�HUURU�� DQG�ZRUVKLS
IURP�LGRODWU\�* Bible quotes are from the New American Bible for Catholics.

   The Word of God
Salvation is only through the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Acts 4:12; 1 Tim 2:5)
We are saved by faith andnot by works (Rom 11:6; Eph 2:8-9)
All who keep the law (com-mandments) for salvation
are under a curse (Gal 3:10)
Salvation occurs when werepent and believe the
gospel (Acts 16:31; 20:21; Eph 1:13)
Only Jesus purifies sin 
(Heb 1:3; Col 1:22)
We can know that we have
eternal life (John 10:27-30; 
1 John 5:13)
Christ�s sacrifice is finished 
(John 19:30; Heb 10:14)

Salvation is through theCatholic Church and itssacraments (846, 1129)
We are saved by faith plus
works (1815, 1821, 2010, 2027)
Obedience to the com-mandments is necessary 
for salvation (2068)
Salvation is a process frombaptism through purga-
tory (161, 162, 1254, 1255)
Purgatory purifies sin 
(1030, 1031)
We sin if we presume to be saved without merit 
(2090, 2092)
Christ�s sacrifice continues 
in daily Mass (611, 1405)

Thewordofthe Pope



2XU�GHVLUH�LV�WR�VHW�IRUWK�WKH�WUXWK�LQ�ORYH�DV�LW�LV�LQ�-HVXV�
ZLWK�WKH�VLQFHUH�SUD\HU�WKDW�*RG�PD\�JUDQW�5RPDQ�&DWKROLFV
UHSHQWDQFH��HYHQ�DV�WKH�DSRVWOH�WDXJKW��́ ,Q�PHHNQHVV�LQVWUXFW�
LQJ�WKRVH�WKDW�RSSRVH�WKHPVHOYHV��LI �*RG�SHUDGYHQWXUH�ZLOO
JLYH�WKHP�UHSHQWDQFH�WR�WKH�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�RI�WKH�WUXWK��WKDW
WKH\�PD\�UHFRYHU� WKHPVHOYHV�RXW�RI � WKH�VQDUH�RI � WKH�GHYLO�
ZKR�DUH�WDNHQ�FDSWLYH�E\�KLP�DW�KLV�ZLOOµ�(2 Tim 2:25-26)�q

�1 & 2 above taken from the writings of Mike Gendron

��  Should I Leave my Church "
´,�DP�D�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF��EXW�UHFHQWO\�LQ�D�KRPH�%LEOH�VWXG\
,�UHFHLYHG�&KULVW�DV�P\�/RUG�DQG�6DYLRXU��DQG�,�NQRZ�QRZ
WKDW�,�DP�D�QHZ�FUHDWXUH�LQ�&KULVW��D�ERUQ�DJDLQ�FKLOG�RI �*RG�
,�NQRZ�WKDW�,�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH��6RRQ��,�KRSH�WR�IROORZ�WKH�/RUG
LQ�EHOLHYHU·V�EDSWLVP��6KRXOG�,�OHDYH�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��RU
VKRXOG�,�VWD\�LQ�LW"�,V�LW�QHFHVVDU\�RU�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�PH�WR�MRLQ
DQ�(YDQJHOLFDO�FKXUFK"µ

$OO�&DWKROLFV�ZKR�E\�*RG·V�JUDFH�WUXVW�LQ�&KULVW�VRRQHU
RU�ODWHU�IDFH�WKLV�SUREOHP��$V�D�IRUPHU�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�SULHVW
P\VHOI��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�D�WUXH�&KULVWLDQ�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�OHDYH�WKH
&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��

First�$�&DWKROLF�ZKR�UHFHLYHV�&KULVW�DV�/RUG�DQG�6DYLRU
ZLOO�OHDYH�KLV�FKXUFK�IRU�WKHVH�WKUHH�UHDVRQV�

(1) �$V�D�EHOLHYHU��KH�KDV�&KULVW�DV�/RUG��ZKLFK�PHDQV�KH
GRHV� ZKDW� WKH� /RUG� VD\V�� ,I � KLV� FKXUFK� KDSSHQV� WR� KDYH
GRFWULQHV�DQG�ODZV�DJDLQVW�*RG·V�:RUG��WKH�EHOLHYHU�FDQQRW
DELGH�E\�WKHP��KH�PXVW�REH\�WKH�ZRUG�RI�KLV�/RUG�DQG�0DVWHU�
$V�ZH·YH�FOHDUO\�VHHQ��WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�KDV�YDULRXV�PDMRU
GRFWULQHV�DQG�ODZV�ZKLFK�DUH�XQELEOLFDO��\HW�WKHVH�DUH�ELQGLQJ
RQ�D�&DWKROLF·V�FRQVFLHQFH��XQGHU�SDLQ�RI�VLQ��DQG�LI �GRJPDV�
HYHQ�RI �H[FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�

(2) �*RG·V�:RUG�WHDFKHV�WKDW�EHOLHYHUV�KDYH�RQH�RU�PRUH
VSLULWXDO�JLIWV�(Eph 4:7-13; 1 Cor 12:1-31)��WKH�SXUSRVH�RI �ZKLFK�LV�WR
HTXLS�XV� IRU� EXLOGLQJ� XS� WKH� ERG\�RI�&KULVW�� 7KH\� DUH� IRU
VHUYLFH��7KH�FRQWH[W�LQ�WKHVH�SDVVDJHV�GHPDQGV��IURP�WKH�YHU\
QDWXUH�RI �VXFK�JLIWV��WKDW�WKH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�LV�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH
YLVLEOH� PDQLIHVWDWLRQ� RI � &KULVW·V� ERG\³WKH� ORFDO� FKXUFK�
1RZ��LQ�ZKLFK�FKXUFK�LV�WKH�EHOLHYHU�VXSSRVHG�WR�VHUYH�DQG
H[HUFLVH�KLV�JLIWV"�,I �,�ZRUN�LQ�DQG�IRU�D�FKXUFK�WKDW�PL[HV
HUURU�ZLWK�WUXWK��,�DP�GLUHFWO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�VSUHDGLQJ
RI�HUURU��$�WUXH�EHOLHYHU�ZKR�UHPDLQV�LQ�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK
GLUHFWO\� FRQWULEXWHV� WR� WKH� JURZWK� DQG� EXLOGLQJ�XS�RI� WKDW
FKXUFK��DQG�WR�WKH�VSUHDGLQJ�RI�WKDW�IRU�ZKLFK�LW�VWDQGV�

(3)�7KH�&DWKROLF�ZKR�EHFRPHV�D�WUXH�EHOLHYHU�FDQ�ILQG
ORFDO�FKXUFKHV�ZKLFK�DFFHSW�WKH�/RUGVKLS�RI �&KULVW�DQG�WKH
DXWKRULW\� RI � KLV� ZRUG�� 6XFK� FKXUFKHV� VXUHO\� IDOO� VKRUW� RI
SHUIHFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�EHOLHYHUV��DV�DOVR�5RPDQ�&DWKROLFV
GR� �LQ�D�PXFK�JUHDWHU�ZD\���EXW� WKH\�ZLOO�QRW� MXVWLI\�RSHQ
GLVREHGLHQFH�WR�*RG·V�:RUG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI �WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI
WKH�FKXUFK��7KHVH�(YDQJHOLFDO�FKXUFKHV�DELGH�E\�*RG·V�:RUG
LQ�SULQFLSOH��DQG�VHHN�WR�GR�VR�LQ�SUDFWLFH��WRR��E\�WKH�HQDEOLQJ
SRZHU�RI �WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�

Second�$�&DWKROLF�ZKR�KDV�WUXVWHG�&KULVW�ZLOO�OHDYH�KLV
FKXUFK�EHFDXVH�KH�LV�QR�ORQJHU�D�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�

(1) �,I �\RX�KDYH�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�DORQH�DQG�DFFHSW�KLV�ZRUG
DV�\RXU�ILQDO�DXWKRULW\��\RX�DUH�QRW�D�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF��EXW�D
3URWHVWDQW��HYHQ�LI �\RX�GRQ·W�OLNH�WKH�ZRUG�3URWHVWDQW���6DOYD�
WLRQ�E\�IDLWK�DQG�WKH�VROH�DXWKRULW\�RI �6FULSWXUH�LV�WKH�YHU\
IRXQGDWLRQ�RI �3URWHVWDQWLVP��RYHU�DJDLQVW�VDOYDWLRQ�E\�ZRUNV
DQG�VDFUDPHQWV��DQG�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�&DWKROLF�WUDGLWLRQ�

(2) �0DQ\�&DWKROLFV�ZURQJO\� WKLQN� WKDW� WKH\� FDQ� UHMHFW
RIILFLDO� WHDFKLQJV� DQG� GRJPDV� RI� WKHLU� FKXUFK� DQG� \HW� EH
&DWKROLFV��7KHLU�FKXUFK�GHFODUHV�WKHP�LSVR�IDFWR�H[FRPPXQL�
FDWHG��WKDW�LV��DXWRPDWLFDOO\�FXW�RII �IURP�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK
DQG�WKH�%RG\�RI �&KULVW���7KLV�PDNHV�WKHP�KHUHWLFV�LQ�WKH�H\HV
RI�WKHLU�FKXUFK��)RU�LQVWDQFH��LI �\RX�GRQ·W�EHOLHYH�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW
WKDW�WKH�SRSH�LV�LQIDOOLEOH��WKDW�0DU\�ZDV�VLQOHVV�IURP�FRQFHS�
WLRQ��WKDW�WKH�0DVV�LV�D�WUXH�VDFULILFH��WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�SXUJDWRU\�
RU�LI �\RX�UHMHFW�DQ\�RI �WKH�VHYHQ�VDFUDPHQWV�DV�WDXJKW�E\�WKH
FKXUFK��HWF���\RX·UH�QR�ORQJHU�D�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI
\RXU�FKXUFK��7KH�WH[W�RI�RIILFLDO�GHILQLWLRQV�RI �WKH�SRSH�DOZD\V
HQGV�ZLWK�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ��´$QG�LI �DQ\�RQH�GDUH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKH
FRQWUDU\��OHW�KLP�EH�DQDWKHPD��GDPQHG�DQG�H[FRPPXQLFDWHG��µ

,I �\RX�DUH�D�&DWKROLF�DQG�KDYH�WUXO\�VXEPLWWHG�\RXU�OLIH
WR�&KULVW�DV�/RUG�DQG�6DYLRU��WKHUH·V�QR�RWKHU�RSWLRQ³\RX
PXVW�OHDYH�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��<RX�QHHG�D�ORFDO�&KULVWLDQ
IHOORZVKLS�IRU�\RXU�JURZWK�LQ�JUDFH��IRU�\RXU�JURZWK�LQ�WKH
NQRZOHGJH�RI �&KULVW�DQG�KLV�ZRUG��DQG� IRU� WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI
\RXU�VSLULWXDO�JLIWV�

,I �\RX�DUH�D�&DWKROLF�DQG�KDYH�QRW�\HW�WUXVWHG�&KULVW�DORQH
WR�VDYH�\RX��OLVWHQ�FDUHIXOO\�WR�ZKDW�-HVXV�VDLG³´7KLV�SHRSOH
KRQRXUHWK�PH�ZLWK�WKHLU�OLSV��EXW�WKHLU�KHDUW�LV�IDU�IURP�PH�
+RZEHLW�LQ�YDLQ�GR�WKH\�ZRUVKLS�PH��WHDFKLQJ�IRU�GRFWULQHV
WKH�FRPPDQGPHQWV�RI �PHQ��)RU�OD\LQJ�DVLGH�WKH�FRPPDQG�
PHQW�RI �*RG��\H�KROG�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�PHQµ�(Mark 7:6-8)�

5RPDQ�&DWKROLFLVP·V�WHDFKLQJ�RQ�VDOYDWLRQ�FRQWUDGLFWV
WKH�%LEOH��HOHYDWLQJ�WKH�WUDGLWLRQV�RI �PHQ�DERYH�WKH�:RUG�RI
*RG��7R�DGKHUH�WR�WKRVH�WHDFKLQJV�LV�WR�ZRUVKLS�*RG�LQ�YDLQ�
1R�RQH� LV� VDYHG�E\� WU\LQJ� WR�PHULW�*RG·V� IDYRU��1R�RQH� LV
VDYHG�ZKR�DGGV�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�IRU�MXVWLILFDWLRQ
DQG�DFFHSWDQFH�ZLWK�*RG��1R�RQH�LV�VDYHG�ZKR�GHSHQGV�RQ
ZKDW�WKH\�GR�WR�EH�VDYHG³ZKHWKHU�LW�EH�EDSWLVP��UHFHLYLQJ
VDFUDPHQWV�� WLWKLQJ�� VHOI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�� FKXUFK� DWWHQGDQFH�
JLYLQJ�WR�WKH�SRRU��LQGXOJHQFHV��RU�DQ\�RWKHU�UHOLJLRXV�GXW\�

*RG�MXVWLILHV�VLQQHUV�́ IUHHO\�E\�KLV�JUDFHµ³WKH�XQPHULWHG
DQG�XQGHVHUYHG�JLIW�RI �*RG�(Rom 3:24)��´%\�JUDFH�DUH�\H�VDYHG
WKURXJK�IDLWK��DQG�WKDW�QRW�RI �\RXUVHOYHV��LW�LV�WKH�JLIW�RI �*RG�
QRW�RI �ZRUNV��OHVW�DQ\�PDQ�VKRXOG�ERDVWµ�(Eph 2:8-9)��7KLV�JLIW
LV�UHFHLYHG�RQO\�E\�WUXVWLQJ�LQ�&KULVW��DV�ZH�IRUVDNH�DOO�RI �RXU
RZQ�HIIRUWV�WR�VDYH�RXUVHOYHV��DQG�FHDVH�WR�WUXVW�LQ�DQ\WKLQJ
WKDW�ZH�FDQ�GR�WR�PDNH�RXUVHOYHV�ULJKW�ZLWK�*RG�(see Luke 18:9-14)�

7XUQ�IURP�\RXU�VLQ�DQG�HYHU\�RWKHU�FRQILGHQFH��DQG�UHVW
LQ�WKH�ILQLVKHG�ZRUN�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�D�SHUIHFW
VDOYDWLRQ�IRU�DOO�ZKR�SXW�WKHLU�WUXVW�LQ�KLP�q

�KH�JRVSHO�RI �&KULVW�LV�JRRG�QHZV�RI �SDUGRQ�WR�WKH�JXLOW\�
DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�DV�HTXDOO\�JXLOW\�EHIRUH�*RG��,W�UHYHDOV�DQ

DWRQHPHQW�VXIILFLHQW�IRU�DOO��DQG�HYHU\�VLQQHU�LV�FRPPDQGHG�WR
UHFHLYH� LW�DV�D�IDLWKIXO�VD\LQJ�� WKDW�´&KULVW�-HVXV�FDPH�LQWR�WKH
ZRUOG�WR�VDYH�VLQQHUVµ�(1 Tim 1:15)��7KH�JRVSHO�LV�DGGUHVVHG�WR�WKRVH
ZKR�DUH�´IDU�IURP�ULJKWHRXVQHVVµ�(Isa 46:12)��ZKR�DUH�SRRU��DQG
EOLQG��DQG�QDNHG��ZKR�KDYH�QR�PRQH\�WR�SXUFKDVH�VDOYDWLRQ��QR
PHULW�WR�UHFRPPHQG�WKHP�WR�WKH�IDYRU�RI �*RG�(Isa 55:1; Luke 7:42)�

&KULVW�FDPH�QRW�WR�FDOO�WKH�ULJKWHRXV��EXW�VLQQHUV�WR�UHSHQ�
WDQFH�(Matt 9:13)��,I �ZH�DUH�QRW�VLQQHUV��ZH�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK
WKH�JRVSHO��DQG�LI �ZH�DUH�VLQQHUV��OHW�XV�QRW�UHMHFW�WKH�FRXQVHO�RI
*RG�DJDLQVW�RXUVHOYHV��E\�YDLQO\�VXSSRVLQJ�WKDW�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW
XV�JLYHV�XV�D�SHFXOLDU�FODLP�WR�KLV�IDYRU��RU�E\�LPDJLQLQJ�WKDW�RXU
VLQV�DUH�WRR�JUHDW�WR�EH�IRUJLYHQ��7KH�WKLHI �XSRQ�WKH�FURVV�ZDV
VDYHG�E\�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV��DQG�QRQH�VKDOO�HQWHU�KHDYHQ�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU
ZD\��2XU�RQO\�SOHD�LV�WKLV³´*RG�EH�PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�D�VLQQHU�µ

$OWKRXJK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�DUH�VR�FOHDU�RQ�WKLV�VXEMHFW��LW� LV�D
VWXPEOLQJ�EORFN�DQG�IRROLVKQHVV�WR�WKH�JUHDW�ERG\�RI �WKRVH�ZKR
KHDU�WKH�JRVSHO��,W�RIIHQGV�WKHLU�SULGH�WR�EH�SXW�XSRQ�D�OHYHO�ZLWK
WKH�RXWFDVWV�RI �VRFLHW\��VXUHO\��WKH\�WKLQN��VRPH�GLIIHUHQFH�ZLOO
EH�PDGH��EXW� WKH\�HUU��QRW�NQRZLQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��QRU�XQGHU�
VWDQGLQJ�WKH�PDOLJQLW\�RI �VLQ�RU�WKH�JUDFH�RI �*RG�

7KH\�YLHZ�VDOYDWLRQ�DV�D�NLQG�RI �EDUJDLQ�ZKLFK�*RG�SUR�
SRVHV�WR�PDNH�ZLWK�KLV�FUHDWXUHV��WKDW�RQ�FHUWDLQ�FRQGLWLRQV�KH
ZLOO�DFFHSW�WKHP��ZKLOH�LQ�IDFW�LW�LV�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI �UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�
HTXDOO\�DGGUHVVHG�WR�DOO�PDQNLQG��GHFODULQJ�WKDW�D�IXOO�DWRQHPHQW
IRU�VLQ�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�XSRQ�WKH�FURVV��DQG�LQYLWLQJ�HYHU\�VLQQHU
RI �$GDP·V�UDFH�LQVWDQWO\�WR�DSSURDFK�*RG�WKURXJK�&KULVW�

:KHQ�0RVHV�OLIWHG�XS�WKH�VHUSHQW�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV��LW�ZDV�D
UHPHG\�HTXDOO\�DGDSWHG�IRU�DOO�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�ELWWHQ�(Num 21:8; John
3:14-15)��%\�ORRNLQJ�WR�WKH�VHUSHQW�WKH�SDWLHQW�ZDV�KHDOHG��DQG�LQ
UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKLV�HPEOHP��&KULVW��LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\�DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO
PDQNLQG��VD\V��´/RRN�XQWR�PH��DQG�EH�\H�VDYHG��DOO�WKH�HQGV�RI
WKH�HDUWK��IRU�,�DP�*RG��DQG�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�HOVHµ�(Isa 45:21-22)�

:KLOH�WKH�JRVSHO�LV�SUHDFKHG�IUHHO\�WR�DOO��LW�LV�´WKH�SRZHU�RI
*RG�XQWR�VDOYDWLRQµ�RQO\�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�(Rom 1:16)��%XW�LW�LV
YDLQ�WR�WDON�RI �EHLQJ�MXVWLILHG�E\�&KULVW·V�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��XQOHVV�RXU
KHDUWV�DUH�´SXULILHG�E\�IDLWKµ�(Acts 15:9)��:H�PD\�SURIHVV�IDLWK�LQ
-HVXV�ZKLOH�ZH�DUH�VODYHV�WR�VLQ��ZH�PD\�GHFHLYH�RXUVHOYHV��DQG
DIILUP�WKDW�ZH�DUH�WUXVWLQJ�LQ�&KULVW�ZKLOH�ZH�DUH�OLYLQJ�DIWHU�WKH
IOHVK��EXW�HYHU\�EUDQFK�LQ�WKH�YLQH�WKDW�EHDUHWK�QRW�IUXLW�VKDOO�EH
FDVW�LQWR�WKH�ILUH�(Matt 3:10; John 15:2)�

,I �ZH�EHOLHYH�&KULVW·V�JRVSHO��LW�ZLOO�HIIHFWXDOO\�ZRUN�LQ�RXU
KHDUWV� (1 Thess 2:13)�� DQG� WHDFK�XV� WKDW�GHQ\LQJ�XQJRGOLQHVV� DQG
ZRUOGO\� OXVWV��ZH�VKRXOG� OLYH�VREHUO\�� ULJKWHRXVO\��DQG�JRGO\� LQ
WKLV�SUHVHQW�ZRUOG�(Titus 2:11-12)��DQG�LI �ZKDW�ZH�EHOLHYH�GRHV�QRW
SURGXFH�WKLV�HIIHFW��LW�LV�QRW�WKH�WUXH�JUDFH�RI �*RG�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH
VWDQG��:H�DUH�GHFHLYHG��́ 7KH\�WKDW�DUH�&KULVW·V�KDYH�FUXFLILHG�WKH
IOHVK�ZLWK�WKH�DIIHFWLRQV�DQG�OXVWVµ�(Gal 5:24)�q

What is the gospel"
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��  Am I Being Deceived "

"KLFK�LV�ZRUVH³WR�EH�LQVXOWHG��HPEDUUDVVHG�RU�GHFHLYHG"
,I �,�ZHUH�WR�LQVXOW�\RX��\RX·G�IHHO�WKH�VWLQJ�LPPHGLDWHO\�

,I �,�ZHUH�WR�HPEDUUDVV�\RX��\RX·G�EH�WKH�ILUVW�WR�NQRZ��%XW�LI
,�ZHUH�WR�GHFHLYH�\RX…\RX�PLJKW�QHYHU�NQRZ�LW��$V�SDLQIXO
DV�EHLQJ�LQVXOWHG�RU�HPEDUUDVVHG�FDQ�EH��DW�OHDVW�\RX·UH�DZDUH
RI�ZKDW·V�WDNLQJ�SODFH��%XW�GHFHSWLRQ�FDQ�EH�GHDGO\�EHFDXVH
\RX�GRQ·W�UHDOL]H�\RX�DUH�EHLQJ�EHWUD\HG��PLVOHG��VHGXFHG�RU
HQVQDUHG��,W·V�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�D�FOHYHU�VOLJKW�RI �KDQG��'H�
FHLYHG�SHRSOH�DUH�QRW�HYHQ�DZDUH�WKH\�DUH�EHLQJ�PLVOHG�XQOHVV
WKH\�DUH�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK� WKH� WUXWK��7UDJLFDOO\��PDQ\�JR� WR
WKHLU�JUDYHV�GHFHLYHG�DERXW�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�

:KDW�LV�\RXU�VRXUFH�IRU�WUXWK"�,V�LW�WUXVWZRUWK\��DQG�ZLOO
LW�SURWHFW�\RX� IURP�WKH�VFKHPHV�DQG�OLHV�RI� WKH�PDVWHU�GH�
FHLYHU��6DWDQ"�-HUHPLDK�JDYH�ZLVH�FRXQVHO�IRU�FKRRVLQJ�ZKR
WR�WUXVW��+H�VDLG�LI �\RX�SXW�\RXU�WUXVW�LQ�PDQ�\RX�ZLOO�EH�FXUVHG
OLNH�D�ZLWKHUHG�EXVK�LQ�D�EDUUHQ�GHVHUW��EXW�LI �\RXU�XOWLPDWH
WUXVW� LV� LQ�*RG��\RX�ZLOO� IORXULVK� OLNH�D�WUHH�SODQWHG�E\�WKH
ZDWHU�(Jer 17:5-8)��,Q�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�WUXWK��PRVW�SHRSOH�SXW�WKHLU
WUXVW�LQ�PDQ³UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV³LQVWHDG�RI �*RG�

&DWKROLFV�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� EHOLHYH� WKDW� WKH� SRSH� DQG� WKH
5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK� WHDFK�H[DFWO\�ZKDW� -HVXV�DQG� WKH
%LEOH�WHDFK��%XW�KRZ�GR�ZH�NQRZ�LI �WKH�SRSHV·�WHDFKLQJV�RU
WKH�GRJPDV�RI�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�DUH�WUXH"�:H�PXVW
VHDUFK� WKH� 6FULSWXUHV� (see Acts 17:11)�� 7KLV� LV� WKH� VWDQGDUG� IRU
MXGJLQJ� WKH� WHDFKLQJV�RI �DOO� UHOLJLRXV� OHDGHUV��'LVUHJDUGLQJ
WKH�REMHFWLYH�WUXWK�RI �*RG·V�:RUG�LQ�IDYRU�RI�WKH�VXEMHFWLYH
WHDFKLQJV�RI �PHQ�FDQ�EH�D�WUDJLF�PLVWDNH�

The Danger of Deception
:RXOG�LW�VXUSULVH�\RX�WR�OHDUQ�WKDW�PDQ\�UHOLJLRXV�WHDFK�

LQJV�JR�DJDLQVW�WKH�%LEOH"�7KDW�VKRXOG�FRQFHUQ�\RX��VLQFH�\RXU
HWHUQDO�GHVWLQ\�PD\�GHSHQG�RQ�VXFK�WHDFKLQJV"�+HUH�LV�KRZ
&DWKROLF�GRFWULQH�PLVOHDGV�SHRSOH�DERXW�*RG·V�VDOYDWLRQ�
•• $OO�JUDFHV�QHHGHG�WR�DWWDLQ�HWHUQDO�OLIH�FDQ�EH�PHULWHG�(2027)�*
•• &DWKROLFV�DUH�UHERUQ�DV�VRQV�RI �*RG�DQG�IUHHG�IURP�VLQ�E\
ZDWHU�EDSWLVP�(1213)�

•• 3XUJDWRU\�LV�D�FOHDQVLQJ�ILUH�WKDW�DFKLHYHV�WKH�KROLQHVV
QHFHVVDU\�IRU�KHDYHQ�(1030-31)�

•• ,Q�0DVV�-HVXV�LV�RIIHUHG�GDLO\�DV�D�VDFULILFLDO�YLFWLP�(1367)�
•• 9HQLDO�VLQV�DUH�QRW�GHVHUYLQJ�RI �KHOO�(1863)�
•• 3HUIRUPLQJ�DFWV�RI �SHQDQFH�FDQ�H[SLDWH�RXU�VLQV�(1459, 1477)�

5RPDQ�&DWKROLFV
�DUH�$VNLQJ���

* All reference numbers are taken from the Roman Catholic Catechism (1994).


