
PDQ�ZHQW�GRZQ�WR�KLV�KRXVH�MXVWLILHGµ�(Luke 18:13-14)��,Q�RUGHU
WR�VWDQG�EHIRUH�*RG�ZH�PXVW�EH�KRO\��6LQFH�ZH�DUH�DOO�XQKRO\
LQ�KLV�VLJKW��ZH�PXVW�ORRN�RXWVLGH�RI �RXUVHOYHV�WR�-HVXV�DORQH
ZKR�LV�KRO\�DQG�SHUIHFW��:H�ZLOO�DOO�VWDQG�EHIRUH�*RG·V�MXGJ�
PHQW� VRPH� GD\³HLWKHU� LQ� RXU� VLQV� DQG�EH� FRQGHPQHG�� RU
FORWKHG�LQ�WKH�SHUIHFW�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�&KULVW�(2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9)�

:H�WHQG�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�DFFHSW�XV�LQWR�KLV�SUHVHQFH
EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW�ZH�GR��3HUKDSV�ZH�WKLQN�WKDW� LI �RXU�JRRG
GHHGV�RXWZHLJK�RXU�EDG�GHHGV��KH�ZLOO�DFFHSW�XV�RQ�-XGJPHQW
'D\��%XW�LW·V�RQO\�ZKDW�-HVXV�GLG�WKDW�*RG�DFFHSWV��*RG�RQO\
DFFHSWV�XV�LI �ZH�DUH�´LQ�&KULVW�µ�:H�FDQ�RQO\�FRPH�WR�*RG
WKURXJK�KLV�6RQ��+DYH�\RX�FHDVHG�IURP�\RXU�RZQ�ZRUNV�DQG
UHVWHG�\RXU�VRXO�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�&KULVW"�$UH�\RX�WUXVWLQJ�LQ
&KULVW·V� OLIH�� GHDWK�� EXULDO� DQG� UHVXUUHFWLRQ� DORQH� IRU� \RXU
VDOYDWLRQ"�0D\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�EULQJ�\RX�WR�FU\�RXW��¶¶*RG�EH
PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�WKH�VLQQHU��WKURXJK�\RXU�6RQ�-HVXV�&KULVW�µ

Freedom  in  Christ
3DXO�H[KRUWHG�&KULVWLDQV�WR�́ 6WDQG�IDVW�WKHUHIRUH�LQ�WKH�OLEHUW\
ZKHUHZLWK�&KULVW�KDWK�PDGH�XV� IUHH��DQG�EH�QRW�HQWDQJOHG
DJDLQ�ZLWK�WKH�\RNH�RI �ERQGDJHµ�(Gal 5:1)��'XULQJ�WKH�WLPHV�RI
WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK�WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�EDVLF�WKUHDWV�WR�WKH�IUHHGRP
ZKLFK�&KULVW�SXUFKDVHG�IRU�EHOLHYHUV�RQ�WKH�FURVV��7KH�ILUVW
ZDV�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�EHOLHYHUV�KDG�WR�NHHS�WKH�ODZ�RI �0RVHV
LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�VDYHG�(Acts 15:2,5)��7KH�RWKHU�ZDV�WKDW�D�VSLULWXDO
SHUVRQ�ZRXOG�NHHS�YDULRXV�PDQ�PDGH�UXOHV��OLNH�DEVWDLQLQJ
IURP�FHUWDLQ�PHDWV��7KH�DQVZHU�RI �WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�WR�ERWK
RI�WKHVH�IDOVH�WHDFKLQJV�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�FURVV�RI�&KULVW�

-HVXV·� UHGHPSWLYH� ZRUN� IXOILOOHG� WKH� ODZ� DQG� WKHUHE\
DEROLVKHG� LW� (Eph 2:15; Col 2:14; Rom 3:21; Matt 5:17)��7KH� -HZV�ZHUH
GHVLJQDWHG�DV�EHLQJ�´XQGHU�ODZ�µ�1RZKHUH�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWD�
PHQW�DUH�&KULVWLDQV�VDLG�WR�EH�´XQGHU�ODZ�µ�,QVWHDG��EHOLHYHUV
DUH�́ LQ�ODZ�WR�&KULVWµ�(1 Cor 9:21³ �ennomos Christou�)��7KH�ODZ�FDPH
WKURXJK�0RVHV��EXW�JUDFH�DQG�WUXWK�FDPH�E\�-HVXV�&KULVW�(John
1:17)�� 7KH� ODZ� KDG� D� VSHFLILF� EHJLQQLQJ� ���� \HDUV� DIWHU� WKH
SURPLVH� WR�$EUDKDP��DQG�WKLV�0RVDLF�HUD�FDPH� WR�DQ�HQG
ZLWK�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI �&KULVW�(Gal 3:24-25)�

7KH�ODZ�NHSW�WKH�-HZV�VHSDUDWH�IURP�WKH�*HQWLOHV��6R�LQ
RUGHU�IRU�&KULVW�WR�EULQJ�-HZV�DQG�*HQWLOHV�LQWR�RQH�ERG\��WKH
ODZ�KDG�WR�EH�UHPRYHG�DV�D�EDUULHU��&KULVW�GLG�WKLV�LQ�KLV�ZRUN
RQ�WKH�FURVV�(Eph 2:14-15)��+H�IXOILOOHG�SHUIHFWO\�DOO�WKH�UHTXLUH�
PHQWV�RI�WKH�ODZ��DQG�WKHQ�LQVWLWXWHG�D�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�ZKLFK
ZDV�SXW�LQWR�HIIHFW�E\�WKH�VKHGGLQJ�RI �KLV�EORRG��8QGHU�WKH
2OG�&RYHQDQW��0RVHV�JDYH�ODZV�WR�,VUDHO��XQGHU�WKH�1HZ�&RY�
HQDQW��&KULVW�JDYH�KLV�FRPPDQGPHQWV�WR�KLV�SHRSOH�RQ�HDUWK�
+H�WKDW�KDWK�P\�FRPPDQGPHQWV��DQG�NHHSHWK�WKHP��KH�LW�LV
WKDW�ORYHWK�PH�(John 14:21)��)RU�\H�NQRZ�ZKDW�FRPPDQGPHQWV
ZH�JDYH�\RX�E\�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�(1 Thess 4:2)��+HUHE\�ZH�GR�NQRZ
WKDW�ZH�NQRZ�KLP�� LI �ZH�NHHS�KLV�FRPPDQGPHQWV��+H�WKDW
VDLWK��,�NQRZ�KLP��DQG�NHHSHWK�QRW�KLV�FRPPDQGPHQWV��LV�D
OLDU��DQG�WKH�WUXWK�LV�QRW�LQ�KLP�(1 John 2:3-4³ these are the command-ments of �Jesus Christ,�   see vv 1 & 2).

%HOLHYHUV��WKHQ��DUH�QRW�XQGHU�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�0RVHV�
7KH\�DUH�XQGHU�&KULVW·V�KHDGVKLS��&KULVWLDQV�DUH�´OHG�E\�WKH

6SLULWµ�DQG�DUH�́ XQGHU�JUDFH�µ�QRW�́ XQGHU�ODZµ�(Gal 5:18; Rom 6:14)�
´*UDFH�µ� QRW� ´WKH� ODZ�µ� WHDFKHV� WKH� VDLQWV� WR� SXUVXH� JRRG
ZRUNV�DQG�WR�DEVWDLQ�IURP�ZRUOGO\�OXVWV�
)RU�WKH�JUDFH�RI �*RG�WKDW�EULQJHWK�VDOYDWLRQ�KDWK�DSSHDUHG�WR
DOO�PHQ�� WHDFKLQJ�XV� WKDW��GHQ\LQJ�XQJRGOLQHVV�DQG�ZRUOGO\
OXVWV��ZH� VKRXOG� OLYH� VREHUO\�� ULJKWHRXVO\�� DQG� JRGO\�� LQ� WKLV
SUHVHQW�ZRUOG�(Titus 2:11-12)�

%HOLHYHUV� DUH� WR� JLYH� WKHPVHOYHV� WR� EHDULQJ� WKH� EXUGHQV�RI
RWKHUV��WKXV�IXOILOOLQJ�´WKH�ODZ�RI�&KULVWµ�WR�ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU
(Gal 6:2)��,I �WKH\�DUH�GLVWUDFWHG�E\�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�WR�EHDU�WKH�\RNH
RI�WKH�ODZ�RI�0RVHV��WKHQ�WKH\�ORVH�WKHLU�MR\�DQG�DVVXPH�D
EXUGHQ�WKDW�QR�RQH�KDV�HYHU�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�EHDU�(Acts 15:10)��7KH
ZD\�RI�EOHVVHGQHVV�LV�WR�KHDU�*RG·V�EHORYHG�6RQ�DQG�DFW�XSRQ
KLV�H[DPSOH�DQG�FRPPDQGPHQWV�(Mark 9:7; John 13:17)�

-HVXV·� GHDWK� FRQTXHUHG� DOO� SULQFLSDOLWLHV�� SRZHUV� DQG
PDQ�PDGH� SKLORVRSKLHV (Col 2:8,15)�� &HUWDLQ� IDOVH� WHDFKHUV
WDXJKW� EHOLHYHUV� WKDW� VSLULWXDOLW\�ZDV�DWWDLQHG�E\�REVHUYLQJ
YDULRXV�GD\V�DQG�VHDVRQV��DQG�E\�DGKHULQJ�WR�ULJRURXV�PDQ�
PDGH�UXOHV��3DXO�UHSOLHG�
'R�QRW�OHW�DQ\RQH�MXGJH�\RX�E\�ZKDW�\RX�HDW�RU�GULQN��RU�ZLWK
UHJDUG� WR�D� UHOLJLRXV� IHVWLYDO��D�1HZ�0RRQ�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RU� D
6DEEDWK�GD\��7KHVH�DUH�D�VKDGRZ�RI � WKH�WKLQJV� WKDW�ZHUH�WR
FRPH��WKH�UHDOLW\��KRZHYHU��LV�IRXQG�LQ�&KULVW����6LQFH�\RX�GLHG
ZLWK�&KULVW�WR�WKH�EDVLF�SULQFLSOHV�RI �WKLV�ZRUOG��ZK\��DV�WKRXJK
\RX�VWLOO�EHORQJHG� WR� LW��GR�\RX�VXEPLW� WR� LWV� UXOHV��´'R�QRW
KDQGOH��'R�QRW�WDVWH��'R�QRW�WRXFK�µ"�7KHVH�DUH�DOO�GHVWLQHG
WR�SHULVK�ZLWK�XVH�� EHFDXVH� WKH\�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�KXPDQ�FRP�
PDQGV�DQG�WHDFKLQJV��6XFK�UHJXODWLRQV�LQGHHG�KDYH�DQ�DSSHDU�
DQFH�RI �ZLVGRP��ZLWK�WKHLU�VHOI�LPSRVHG�ZRUVKLS��WKHLU�IDOVH
KXPLOLW\�DQG�WKHLU�KDUVK�WUHDWPHQW�RI �WKH�ERG\��EXW�WKH\�ODFN
DQ\�YDOXH�LQ�UHVWUDLQLQJ�VHQVXDO�LQGXOJHQFH�(Col 2:16-23 NIV)�

-HVXV�WULXPSKHG�RYHU�DOO�RI �WKHVH�WKLQJV�RQ�WKH�FURVV�ZLWK�WKH
UHVXOW�WKDW�KLV�SHRSOH�DUH�IUHH�WR�VHHN�KLV�NLQJGRP�ILUVW��3DXO
VWDWHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�DQG�VSHFLILF�JRDO�RI �&KULVWLDQ�OLEHUW\�
´<H�KDYH�EHHQ�FDOOHG�XQWR�OLEHUW\��RQO\�XVH�QRW�OLEHUW\�IRU�DQ
RFFDVLRQ�WR�WKH�IOHVK��EXW�E\�ORYH�VHUYH�RQH�DQRWKHUµ�(Gal 5:13)�
*RG·V�SHRSOH�PXVW�EH�IUHH� LQ�RUGHU�WR�VHUYH�WKHLU�QHLJKERU�
7KDW·V�ZK\�3DXO�ZDV�VR�XSVHW�ZKHQ�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�VRXJKW�WR
SXW�EHOLHYHUV�LQWR�YDULRXV�IRUPV�RI �ERQGDJH��+H�NQHZ�WKDW�LI
WKHLU�OLEHUW\�ZDV�WDNHQ�DZD\��WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�GLVWUDFWHG�IURP�WKH
SULRULWLHV�RI �&KULVW·V�NLQJGRP��6RPH�RI �KLV�VWURQJHVW�ZRUGV
ZHUH�DJDLQVW�WKRVH�ZKR�WKUHDWHQHG�WKH�OLEHUW\�RI�&KULVWLDQV�
,W�ZDV�EHFDXVH�VRPH�IDOVH�EURWKHUV�KDG�LQILOWUDWHG�RXU�UDQNV�WR
VS\�RQ�WKH�IUHHGRP�ZH�KDYH�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�DQG�WR�PDNH�XV
VODYHV��:H�GLG�QRW�JLYH�LQ�WR�WKHP�IRU�D�PRPHQW��VR�WKDW�WKH
WUXWK�RI �WKH�JRVSHO�PLJKW�UHPDLQ�ZLWK�\RX�(Gal 2:4-5 NIV)�

Followi ng  Chri st
&KULVW�VDLG�WR�DOO�ZKR�KDG�FRPH�WR�KLP�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��´7DNH
XS�WK\�FURVV��DQG�IROORZ�PHµ�(Matt 16:24)��7KH�DSRVWOH�DVVHUWHG
WKDW�&KULVW�GLHG�VR�WKDW�KLV�SHRSOH�VKRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�OLYH�IRU
WKHPVHOYHV��EXW�IRU�KLP�ZKR�GLHG�IRU�WKHP�(2 Cor 5:15)��,I �\RX
KDYH�LQGHHG�FRPH�WR�&KULVW�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�IURP�\RXU�VLQV��\RX
PXVW�OLYH�D�OLIH�WKDW�SOHDVHV�KLP�DQG�QRW�\RXUVHOI��%HFDXVH�KH
ORYHG�\RX�ILUVW��\RX�PXVW�ORYH�KLP�DQG�KLV�SHRSOH�IHUYHQWO\
DQG�NHHS�KLV�FRPPDQGPHQWV�(l  John 4:7-11, 19-20)��:KDW�DUH�KLV

FRPPDQGPHQWV"�+RZ�FDQ�,�SOHDVH�KLP"�7KH�JUHDWHVW�FRP�
PDQG�RI �RXU�/RUG�LV�ORYH��%\�EHDULQJ�WKH�EXUGHQV�RI �RWKHUV�
ZH�´IXOILOO�WKH�ODZ�RI�&KULVWµ�(Gal 6:2)��7KH�ODZ�RI�&KULVW�ZDV
VWDWHG�E\�-HVXV�LQ�-RKQ��������´$�QHZ�FRPPDQGPHQW�,�JLYH
XQWR�\RX��7KDW�\H�ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU��DV�,�KDYH�ORYHG�\RX��WKDW
\H�DOVR�ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU�µ�$OO�KLV�FRPPDQGV�IORZ�RXW�RI�WKLV
VLQJXODU� ODZ� WR� ORYH� RWKHUV� (John 15:10-13)�� 7KH� DSRVWOH� 3DXO
VXPPHG�LW�DOO�XS�ZKHQ�KH�VDLG��´:DON�LQ�ORYHµ�(Eph 5:2)�

:KDW�VKDSH�ZLOO�D�OLIH�RI � ORYH�WDNH"�7KH�EHVW�DQVZHU�LV
IRXQG�LQ�0DWWKHZ�FKDSWHUV����� (also Luke 6:20-49)��ZKHUH�-HVXV
JLYHV�LPSRUWDQW�WHDFKLQJV�WR�KLV�GLVFLSOHV��FRPPRQO\�FDOOHG
´WKH� 6HUPRQ� RQ� WKH�0RXQW�µ� 7KHUH� LV� PXFK� HYLGHQFH� WR
VXJJHVW�WKDW�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK��0DWWKHZ�����ZDV�XVHG�DV�D
´KDQGERRNµ�WR�WHDFK�FRQYHUWV�KRZ�WR�SOHDVH�WKH�/RUG�LQ�WKHLU
GDLO\�ZDON�ZLWK�&KULVW��)URP�WKH�6HUPRQ�RQ�WKH�0RXQW�ZH
FDQ� JOHDQ� DW� OHDVW� WHQ�PDMRU� SRLQWV� FRQFHUQLQJ� RXU� OLIH� RI
ORYLQJ�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�/RUG�

(1)��,Q�RUGHU�IRU�RXU�ZRUVKLS�RI�*RG�WR�EH�YDOLG��ZH�PXVW
ILUVW�EH�VXUH�ZH�DUH� UHFRQFLOHG� WR�RXU�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�LQ
&KULVW�(Matt 5:21-24)��,I �ZH�NQRZ�RU�VHQVH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�UXSWXUH
LQ�RXU� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�EHOLHYHU�� LW·V�RXU� UHVSRQVL�
ELOLW\� WR� VHHN� UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�� -HVXV� VDLG� WKDW� WKLV� GXW\� LV� VR
LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�DFWV�RI �ZRUVKLS�PXVW�EH�LQWHUUXSWHG�LQ�RUGHU
WR�SXUVXH�WKH�UHSDLULQJ�RI �D�EURNHQ�UHODWLRQVKLS��7KLV�LOOXV�
WUDWHV�WKDW�ZH�DUH�GHFHLYHG�LI �ZH�WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�KDYH�D�GHHS
UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� *RG� ZKLOH� RXU� UHODWLRQVKLSV� ZLWK� RWKHU
EHOLHYHUV�DUH�XQUHFRQFLOHG�(see Matt 6:14-15)�

(2)��,W�LV�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�DEVWDLQ�IURP�WKH�RXWZDUG�DFWV�RI
VLQ��OLNH�DGXOWHU\��2XU�LQQHUPRVW�WKRXJKWV�PXVW�EH�SXUH��WKDW
LV��ZH�PXVW�QRW�HYHQ�ORRN�RQ�RWKHUV�ZLWK�OXVW��:H�PXVW�WDNH
VLQ� YHU\� VHULRXVO\�� DQG�PRUWLI\� WKH� GHHGV� RI� WKH� IOHVK� (Matt
5:28-30; Rom 8:l3)�� ,Q� &KULVW·V� GD\� WKHUH� ZHUH� PDQ\� UHOLJLRXV
OHDGHUV�ZKR�SULGHG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�WKHLU�RXWZDUG�SXULW\��%XW
-HVXV�SRLQWHG�RXW�WKDW�LQZDUGO\�WKH\�ZHUH�ILOOHG�ZLWK�OXVW�DQG
HYLO�WKRXJKWV��DQG�WKDW�WKH�́ VLQQHUVµ�WKH\�FRQGHPQHG��ZRXOG
HQWHU�KLV�NLQJGRP�LQVWHDG�RI �WKHP��-HVXV�SURQRXQFHG�́ EOHVV�
HGQHVVµ� RQ� WKH� SXUH� LQ� KHDUW�� QRW� XSRQ� WKRVH� ZKR� VWULFWO\
FRQIRUPHG�WR�DQ�RXWZDUG�FRGH�

(3)� � 'LVFLSOHV� RI � &KULVW� DUH� WR� EH� PDUNHG� E\� WUXWKIXO
VSHHFK�(Matt 5:33-37)��5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�ZRUGV�RI �&KULVW���/HW�\RXU
´\HDµ�EH�́ \HDµ�DQG�\RXU�́ QD\µ�EH�́ QD\�µ�LW�KDV�EHHQ�ZHOO�VDLG�
6RFLHWLHV�FRQWLQXH�WR�HPSOR\�WKH�RDWK�DV�D�ZD\�RI �VXSSRUWLQJ
WUXWK�DQG�GLVFRXUDJLQJ�WKH�OLH��)RU�GLVFLSOHV�RI �-HVXV��KRZHYHU�
DOO�WKDW�LV�XQQHFHVVDU\��+HUH��VLPSOH�WUXWK�LWVHOI �LV�WKH�UXOH��-HVXV
ZDQWV�XV�DW�DOO�WLPHV�WR�EH�GLUHFW��FOHDU�DQG�VLPSOH�LQ�RXU�VSHHFK�
VD\LQJ�ZKDW�ZH�PHDQ��QR�PRUH�DQG�QR� OHVV…$Q\RQH�ZKR
ZDQWV�WR�EH�D�GLVFLSOH�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI �&KULVWLDQ
IHOORZVKLS� PXVW� GHFODUH� KLV� HDUQHVW� GHVLUH� DQG� LQWHQWLRQ� WR
VSHDN�WKH�WUXWK�IURP�KLV�KHDUW�(John W. Miller)�
(4)� �,Q� D� ZRUOG� ILOOHG� ZLWK� YLROHQFH� DQG� VFKHPHV� IRU

UHYHQJH��&KULVW·V�SHRSOH�DUH�WR�ORYH�WKHLU�HQHPLHV��GR�JRRG�WR
WKHP��DQG�SUD\�IRU�WKHP��(Matt 5:38-39; 43-48)��:KHQ�ZURQJHG
ZH�DOO�KDYH�D�WHQGHQF\�WR�VWULNH�EDFN�DW�WKRVH�ZKR�KXUW�XV�
7KH�ZD\�RI�-HVXV�UHTXLUHV�WKDW�ZH�QHYHU�UHQGHU�HYLO�IRU�HYLO�

RU�VHHN�UHYHQJH��EXW�LQVWHDG��RYHUFRPH�HYLO�E\�GRLQJ�JRRG�WR
RXU�HQHPLHV�(Rom 12:17-21)�

1RWKLQJ�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�RXU�ZRUOG�PRUH�WKDQ�FRQGLWLRQDO
UHODWLRQVKLSV��´,�ZLOO�EH�QLFH�WR�\RX�RQO\�DV�ORQJ�DV�\RX�DUH
QLFH�WR�PH��,�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�RQO\�DV�ORQJ�DV�\RX�KHOS�PH�µ�%XW
WKRVH�ZKR�IROORZ�&KULVW�DUH�WR�VKRZ�D�QHZ�ZD\�RI �ORYH�ZLWK
QR�VWULQJV�DWWDFKHG��´,I �\RX�PLVWUHDW�PH��,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�IRRG
DQG�ZDWHU��,�ZLOO�JLYH�WR�\RX�ZLWK�QR�FRQFHUQ�IRU�UHFHLYLQJ
DQ\WKLQJ�EDFN��LI �\RX�FXUVH�PH��,�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�ZRUGV�RI �NLQG�
QHVV��,�ZLOO�VKRZ�ORYH�WR�\RX�HYHQ�LI �\RX�FRQWLQXH�WR�KDWH�PH�µ

7KLV�H[DPSOH�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�RI�OLIH�LV�*RG�KLPVHOI��+H�VKRZV
LQQXPHUDEOH�NLQGQHVVHV�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�KDWH�KLP�DQG�DUH�XQ�
JUDWHIXO�� ,Q� VSLWH�RI�PDQ·V�ZLFNHGQHVV��*RG�SHUVLVWV� LQ� KLV
NLQGQHVV�WR�KLP�(Luke 6:35)��7KXV�-HVXV�H[KRUWV�KLV�SHRSOH��´%H
\H�WKHUHIRUH�PHUFLIXO��DV�\RXU�)DWKHU�DOVR�LV�PHUFLIXOµ�(Luke 6:36)�

(5)��&KULVW·V�GLVFLSOHV�PXVW�GR�JRRG�ZRUNV�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH
RI�*RG��QRW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�VHHQ�RI�PHQ�(Matt 6:1-8,16-18)��-HVXV
WDXJKW�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH�JLYH�WR�RWKHUV�LQ�QHHG��RU�ZKHQ�ZH�SUD\
DQG�IDVW��ZH�PXVW�QHYHU�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV�WR�LPSUHVV�RQORRNHUV�
EXW�ZH�PXVW�DFW�DV�WKRVH�XQGHU�WKH�H\H�RI �*RG�´ZKLFK�VHHWK
LQ�VHFUHWµ�DQG�UHZDUGV�DFFRUGLQJO\�(Matt 6:l8)�

(6)� �7KH� FRPPXQLW\� RI� EHOLHYHUV� LV� WR� EH� D� SODFH�ZKHUH
IRUJLYHQHVV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�(Matt 6:12-15)��$V�ZH�DVN�*RG�WR�IRUJLYH
RXU�VLQV��D�TXHVWLRQ�WKHQ�FRQIURQWV�XV��+DYH�ZH�IRUJLYHQ�WKRVH
ZKR�KDYH�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�XV"�-HVXV�VDLG�WKDW�LI �\RX�GR�QRW�IRU�
JLYH�RWKHUV�WKHLU�VLQV��\RXU�)DWKHU�ZLOO�QRW�IRUJLYH�\RXU�VLQV�
)RU�XV�WR�EH�IUHHO\�IRUJLYHQ�E\�*RG��ZH�PXVW�ILUVW�KDYH�IRUJLYHQ
WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�ZURQJHG�XV��7KLV�DJDLQ�VKRZV�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW
LW�LV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�WKRVH�DURXQG�XV��:H
FDQQRW�KDUERU�KDWUHG�DQG�ELWWHUQHVV�WRZDUG�RWKHU�SHRSOH�DQG
H[SHFW�WR�KDYH�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�RXU�/RUG��:H�PXVW�QRW�DOORZ
WKH�VXQ�WR�JR�GRZQ�ZKLOH�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�DQJU\�(Eph 4:26)�

(7)� �&KULVW·V� SHRSOH�PXVW� VHW� WKHLU� DIIHFWLRQV�RQ� WKLQJV
DERYH�(Col 3:2)��DQG�QRW�RQ�WKH�WKLQJV�RI �WKLV�OLIH��7KH\�PXVW
WUXVW� LQ� WKH�HWHUQDO�*RG�ZKRP�WKH\�FDQQRW�VHH��QRW� LQ� WKH
WHPSRUDO�WKLQJV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�(2 Cor 4:18)��-HVXV�NQHZ�WKDW�KLV
IROORZHUV�ZRXOG�EH�WHPSWHG�DQG�DOOXUHG�E\�WKH�WKLQJV�RI �WKH
ZRUOG��VR�KH�ELG�WKHP�WR�OD\�XS�WUHDVXUHV�LQ�KHDYHQ��+H�OHW�LW
EH�NQRZQ�WKDW�SHRSOH�PXVW�FKRRVH�EHWZHHQ�*RG�DQG�PRQH\�
%HOLHYHUV�GR�QRW�QHHG�WR�WUXVW�LQ�RU�VHHN�WKH�YDQLWLHV�RI�WKLV
OLIH��EHFDXVH�WKH�/RUG�LV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�FDULQJ�IRU�KLV�IORFN�RQ
HDUWK��-HVXV�JDYH�WKHVH�FRPIRUWLQJ�ZRUGV��´7DNH�QR�WKRXJKW
IRU�\RXU�OLIH��ZKDW�\H�VKDOO�HDW��RU�ZKDW�\H�VKDOO�GULQN��QRU�\HW
IRU�\RXU�ERG\���IRU�\RXU�KHDYHQO\�)DWKHU�NQRZHWK�WKDW�\H�KDYH
QHHG�RI�DOO�WKHVH�WKLQJVµ�(Matt 6:25,32)��$V�ZH�VHHN�KLV�NLQJGRP
ILUVW��KH�ZLOO�WDNH�FDUH�RI �RXU�GDLO\�QHHGV�DV�KH�VHHV�ILW�

(8)��,Q�RUGHU�WR�PLQLVWHU�WR�RWKHUV��EHOLHYHUV�PXVW�DYRLG�D
MXGJPHQWDO�VSLULW�(Matt 7:1-5)��,I �ZH�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�IDXOWV�RI �RWKHUV
ZLWK�D�FULWLFDO�DWWLWXGH��DQG�GR�QRW�GHDO�ZLWK�RXU�RZQ�VKRUW�
FRPLQJV��ZH�UHPRYH�RXUVHOYHV�IURP�DQ\�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�PLQLV�
WHULQJ�WR�RWKHUV��,I �ZH�MXGJH�RWKHUV�KDUVKO\�DQG�VWULFWO\��DV�LI
ZH�DUH�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH\�DUH��-HVXV�VDLG�ZH�WKHQ�KDYH�FXW�RXU�
VHOYHV�RII �IURP�KHOSLQJ�WKHP�ZLWK�WKHLU�SUREOHPV��,Q�RUGHU�IRU



WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RI �EHOLHYHUV�WR�EH�D�SODFH�RI�KHOS�DQG�KHDOLQJ�
MXGJPHQWDO�DWWLWXGHV�PXVW�EH�SXW�DZD\�

(9)��%HFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�VR�PDQ\�IDOVH�DQWL�JRVSHO�YRLFHV�
&KULVW�LQVWUXFWHG�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�EH�GLVFHUQLQJ�DQG�REVHUYH�WKH
IUXLW�LQ�WKRVH�ZKR�SURIHVV�WR�OHDG�WKH�FKXUFK�(Matt 7:15-23)��:H
WHQG�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�EHFDXVH�VRPH�SHUVRQV�DSSHDU�WR�GR�JUHDW
WKLQJV�IRU�&KULVW��WKDW�WKH\�DUH�VWDUV�LQ�KLV�NLQJGRP��+RZHYHU�
-HVXV�VROHPQO\�ZDUQHG�XV��́ 1RW�HYHU\�RQH�WKDW�VDLWK�XQWR�PH�
/RUG��/RUG��VKDOO�HQWHU�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ��EXW�KH�WKDW
GRHWK�WKH�ZLOO�RI �P\�)DWKHU�ZKLFK�LV�LQ�KHDYHQ�µ�&KULVW�ZHQW
RQ�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�PDQ\�LQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\�ZKR�ZRXOG
FODLP�WR�KDYH�SUHDFKHG��WR�KDYH�FDVW�RXW�GHPRQV��DQG�WR�KDYH
GRQH�PDQ\�ZRQGHUIXO�ZRUNV�LQ�KLV�QDPH��EXW�KH�ZLOO�DIILUP�WR
WKHP�WKHQ�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�QHYHU�KLV�SHRSOH�DQG�ZLOO�FDVW�WKHP
IURP�KLV�SUHVHQFH��%HFDXVH�RI �WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV
DQG� DQWLFKULVWV�� &KULVWLDQV� FDQQRW� EHOLHYH� HYHU\� VSLULW�� EXW
PXVW�WHVW�WKH�VSLULWV�WR�VHH�LI �WKH\�DUH�RI �*RG�(1 John 4:1)�

(10)��7KH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�&KULVW�DUH�WKH�RQO\�VXUH�IRXQGDWLRQ
XSRQ�ZKLFK�WR�EXLOG�RXU�OLYHV��(YHU\WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH
PXVW�EH�EDVHG�RQ�DQG�IORZ�RXW�RI �ZKDW�-HVXV�KDV�GRQH�IRU�XV
LQ�KLV�UHGHPSWLYH�ZRUN��´DV�,�KDYH�ORYHG�\RXµ³John 13:34; 15:12�
DQG�ZKDW�KH�KDV�VDLG�WR�XV�DV�/25'��´,�VD\�XQWR�\RXµ³Matt
5-7���3HRSOH�ZKR�KHDU�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�&KULVW�DQG�IDLO�RU�UHIXVH�WR
SUDFWLFH�WKHP�EXLOG�WKHLU�OLYHV�XSRQ�WKH�VDQG�DQG�DUH�KHDGHG
IRU�D�JUHDW�FUDVK�ZKHQ�WKH�VWRUPV�RI�OLIH�FRPH�XSRQ�WKHP�
%XW�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�KHDU�KLV�ZRUGV��SUDFWLFH�WKHP��DQG�EXLOG�WKHLU
OLYHV�XSRQ�WKH�URFN��&KULVW�-HVXV��:KHQ�-HVXV�VDLG��´:KRVR�
HYHU�KHDUHWK�WKHVH�VD\LQJV�RI �PLQHµ�(Matt 7:24)��KH�VSHFLILFDOO\
KDG�LQ�YLHZ�WKH�FOXVWHU�RI �WHDFKLQJV�IRXQG�LQ�0DWWKHZ����³
WKH�6HUPRQ�RQ�WKH�0RXQW��,W�LV�XSRQ�WKLV�FHQWUDO�FRUH�RI�-HVXV·
WHDFKLQJV�WKDW�ZH�PXVW�EXLOG�RXU�OLYHV�WR�WKH�JORU\�RI �*RG�

¶¶$QG�LW�FDPH�WR�SDVV��ZKHQ�-HVXV�KDG�HQGHG�WKHVH�VD\LQJV�
WKH�SHRSOH�ZHUH�DVWRQLVKHG�DW�KLV�GRFWULQH��IRU�KH�WDXJKW�WKHP
DV�RQH�KDYLQJ�DXWKRULW\��DQG�QRW�DV�WKH�VFULEHVµ�(Matt 7:28-29)�
,QGHHG��&KULVW·V�WHDFKLQJV�FDOO�GLVFLSOHV�WR�D�UDGLFDO�OLIH�RI �ORY�
LQJ��XQVHOILVK�VDFULILFH��$Q\RQH�ZKR�VHULRXVO\�VHHNV�WR�IROORZ
WKH�6HUPRQ�RQ�WKH�0RXQW�E\�*RG·V�JUDFH��ZLOO�EH�PDUNHG�DV
D�́ GLIIHUHQWµ�SHUVRQ��D�SHUVRQ�UHIXVLQJ�WR�EH�VTXHH]HG�LQWR�WKH
PROG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG·V�ZD\V�RI�GRLQJ�WKLQJV�
Practicing  Christian  Love  in  Local  Churches

(1)��,I �D�PDQ�LV�ORVW�LQ�$GDP�ZH�PXVW�LQ�ORYH�H[KRUW�KLP
WR�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�UHSHQWDQFH�WRZDUGV�*RG�

(2)�,I �D�SHUVRQ�LV�D�EURWKHU�RU�VLVWHU�LQ�&KULVW�ZH�PXVW�ORYH
WKHP�DV�&KULVW�ORYHG�XV��FRQVWDQWO\��VDFULILFLDOO\��XQFRQGLWLRQDOO\��
$� QHZ� FRPPDQGPHQW� ,� JLYH� XQWR� \RX�� WKDW� \H� ORYH� RQH
DQRWKHU��DV� ,�KDYH� ORYHG�\RX�� WKDW�\H�DOVR� ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU�
+HUHE\�SHUFHLYH�ZH�WKH�ORYH�RI �*RG��EHFDXVH�KH�ODLG�GRZQ�KLV
OLIH�IRU�XV��DQG�ZH�RXJKW�WR�OD\�GRZQ�RXU�OLYHV�IRU�WKH�EUHWKUHQ
(John 13:34; 1 John 3:16)�
(3)�,Q�JHQHUDO��&KULVWLDQV�DUH�WR�FRQFUHWHO\�HGLI\��EXLOG�XS�

RQH�DQRWKHU�DV�IXQFWLRQLQJ�SULHVWV�LQ�D�ORFDO�FKXUFK�(1 Thess 1:1;
5:11,14)�� (GLILFDWLRQ� LV� UHDOL]HG� WKURXJK�PXWXDO� VXSSRUW�� HQ�
FRXUDJHPHQW��DGPRQLWLRQ��DQG�KDV�DV�LWV�JRDO�RXU�FRQIRUPLW\

WR�WKH�LPDJH�RI �&KULVW�(Rom 15:14; Heb 3:13; 1 Peter 4:10; Rom 8:29)�
/HW�XV�FRQVLGHU�RQH�DQRWKHU�WR�SURYRNH�XQWR�ORYH�DQG�WR�JRRG
ZRUNV���H[KRUWLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU�(Heb 10:24-25)�
(4)�,Q�JHQHUDO��EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�DUH�WR�IHUYHQWO\�ORYH

RQH�DQRWKHU��ZLWK�D�ORYH�WKDW�FRYHUV�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�VLQV��ZLWK
D�ORYH�WKDW�LV�TXLFN�WR�IRUJLYH��IRUEHDU��DQG�WKDW�LV�DOZD\V�NLQG
DQG�ORQJVXIIHULQJ�(1 Peter 1:22; 3:8; 4:8; Col 3:13)�
%H�\H�NLQG�RQH�WR�DQRWKHU��WHQGHUKHDUWHG��IRUJLYLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU�
HYHQ�DV�*RG�IRU�&KULVW·V�VDNH�KDWK�IRUJLYHQ�\RX�(Eph 4:32)�
(5)�,Q�DOO�WKHVH�GXWLHV��RXU�ZRUGV�SOD\�D�SURPLQHQW�UROH�

2XU�PRXWKV�DUH�WR�EH�XVHG�WR�EXLOG�XS��QRW�WR�WHDU�GRZQ�(Col
3:8,16; Eph 5:4; 1 Peter 4:11; James 3:10)��:H�PXVW� FRQVFLRXVO\�PDNH
HGLILFDWLRQ�WKH�JRDO�RI �RXU�VSHHFK��DQG�DYRLG�VSHDNLQJ�HYLO�RI
RWKHUV��ZKHQ�ZH�KDYH�QRW�JRQH�WR�WKH�EURWKHU�ZLWK�RXU�UHVHU�
YDWLRQV��/RYH�´WKLQNHWK�QR�HYLOµ�(1 Cor 13:5)�
/HW�QR�FRUUXSW�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�SURFHHG�RXW�RI �\RXU�PRXWK�
EXW� WKDW� ZKLFK� LV� JRRG� WR� WKH� XVH� RI � HGLI\LQJ�� WKDW� LW� PD\
PLQLVWHU�JUDFH�XQWR�WKH�KHDUHUV��/HW�DOO�ELWWHUQHVV��DQG�ZUDWK�
DQG�DQJHU��DQG�FODPRXU��DQG�HYLO�VSHDNLQJ��EH�SXW�DZD\�IURP
\RX��ZLWK�DOO�PDOLFH�(Eph 4:29,31)�
(6)�,Q�JHQHUDO��ZH�DUH�WR�VWULYH�LQ�RXU�DFWLRQV�DQG�ZRUGV

IRU�WKLQJV�WKDW�PDNH�IRU�SHDFH�(Rom 12:18)��:H�PXVW�SXUVXH�SHDFH
LQ�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�RWKHUV��%HLQJ�D�́ SHDFHPDNHUµ�PHDQV
WKDW�ZH�ZLOO� (1)� IROORZ�%LEOLFDO� SULQFLSOHV� WR� UHVROYH� VLQIXO
FRQIOLFWV�DQG�SUREOHPV��DQG� (2)�RUGHU�RXU�OLYHV�ZLWK�D�YLHZ
WRZDUG�HIIHFWLQJ�DQG�SURPRWLQJ�KDUPRQ\�(Heb 12:14)�
%OHVVHG� DUH� WKH� SHDFHPDNHUV�� IRU� WKH\� VKDOO� EH� FDOOHG� WKH
FKLOGUHQ�RI �*RG�(Matt 5:9)�
(7)�,I �D�EURWKHU�LQ�&KULVW�KDV�VRPHWKLQJ�DJDLQVW�\RX��\RX

DUH�WR�JR�WR�KLP�DQG�EH�UHFRQFLOHG�
7KHUHIRUH�LI �WKRX�EULQJ�WK\�JLIW�WR�WKH�DOWDU��DQG�WKHUH�UHPHP�
EHUHVW�WKDW�WK\�EURWKHU�KDWK�RXJKW�DJDLQVW�WKHH��OHDYH�WKHUH�WK\
JLIW�EHIRUH�WKH�DOWDU��DQG�JR�WK\�ZD\��ILUVW�EH�UHFRQFLOHG�WR�WK\
EURWKHU��DQG�WKHQ�FRPH�DQG�RIIHU�WK\�JLIW�(Matt 5:23-24)�
(8)�,I �ZH�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�DJDLQVW�DQRWKHU�EURWKHU��ZH�DUH

WR�JR�WR�KLP�DQG�EH�UHFRQFLOHG�
,I �WK\�EURWKHU�VKDOO�WUHVSDVV�DJDLQVW�WKHH��JR�DQG�WHOO�KLP�KLV
IDXOW�EHWZHHQ�WKHH�DQG�KLP�DORQH�(Matt 18:15)�
(9)�,I �D�VWURQJ�EURWKHU�SDUWDNHV�RI �VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�DEVWDLQ

IURP��\RX�DUH�QRW�WR�MXGJH�KLP�(Rom 14:3)�
(10)�,I�D�ZHDN�EURWKHU�DEVWDLQV�IURP�VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�HQMR\�

\RX�DUH�QRW�WR�GHVSLVH�KLP�
/HW�QRW�KLP�WKDW�HDWHWK�GHVSLVH�KLP�WKDW�HDWHWK�QRW��DQG�OHW�QRW
KLP�ZKLFK� HDWHWK� QRW� MXGJH� KLP� WKDW� HDWHWK�� IRU�*RG� KDWK
UHFHLYHG�KLP�(Rom 14:3)�
(11)�,Q�DOO�WKLQJV��ZHDN�DQG�VWURQJ�EUHWKUHQ�DUH�WR�VHHN

RQH�DQRWKHU·V�ZHOIDUH�E\�SXUVXLQJ�SHDFH�DQG�HGLILFDWLRQ�(Rom
14:19)��3DXO�GLG�QRW�WHOO�WKH�YHJHWDEOH�HDWHU�WR�VWDUW�HDWLQJ�PHDW�
QRU�GLG�KH�WHOO�WKH�PHDW�HDWHU�WR�VWRS�HDWLQJ�PHDW�(Rom 14:2-3)�
5DWKHU��3DXO� H[KRUWV� WKHP�ERWK� WR�KDYH�D�&KULVW�KRQRULQJ
DWWLWXGH�RI �UHVSHFW�WRZDUG�RQH�DQRWKHU�(Rom 15:1-3,7)�

(12)�,I �D�VDLQW�IDOOV�LQWR�VLQ��ZH�DUH�WR�FDUH�IRU�KLP�E\�FRQ�
IURQWLQJ�WKH�SUREOHP�ZLWK�KLV�UHVWRUDWLRQ�LQ�YLHZ��(Matt 18:15-16)�

%UHWKUHQ�� LI � D� PDQ� EH� RYHUWDNHQ� LQ� D� IDXOW�� \H� ZKLFK� DUH
VSLULWXDO��UHVWRUH�VXFK�DQ�RQH�LQ�WKH�VSLULW�RI �PHHNQHVV��FRQVLG�
HULQJ�WK\VHOI��OHVW�WKRX�DOVR�EH�WHPSWHG��%HDU�\H�RQH�DQRWKHU·V
EXUGHQV��DQG�VR�IXOILO�WKH�ODZ�RI �&KULVW�(Gal 6:1-2)�
(13)�,I �D�VDLQW�ZKR�KDV�IDOOHQ�LQWR�VLQ�UHSHQWV��ZH�DUH�WR

IRUJLYH�DQG�UHFHLYH�KLP�(Matt 18:21-22; Luke 17:3-4; 2 Cor 2:6-8)�
(14)�,I�D�SURIHVVLQJ�EURWKHU�KDV�IDOOHQ�LQWR�VLQ��KDV�EHHQ�ORY�

LQJO\�FRQIURQWHG��DQG�UHIXVHV�WR�UHSHQW��WKH�FKXUFK�PXVW�SXW
KLP�RXW�RI�WKH�DVVHPEO\�(1 Cor 5:2,7)��(YHQ�WKLV�SXUJLQJ�RXW�RI�OHD�
YHQ�LV�GRQH�LQ�KRSHV�RI�WKH�XOWLPDWH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RIIHQGHU�
,I �WK\�EURWKHU�VKDOO�WUHVSDVV�DJDLQVW�WKHH��JR�DQG�WHOO�KLP�KLV
IDXOW�EHWZHHQ�WKHH�DQG�KLP�DORQH��LI �KH�VKDOO�KHDU�WKHH��WKRX
KDVW�JDLQHG�WK\�EURWKHU��%XW�LI �KH�ZLOO�QRW�KHDU�WKHH��WKHQ�WDNH
ZLWK�WKHH�RQH�RU�WZR�PRUH��WKDW�LQ�WKH�PRXWK�RI �WZR�RU�WKUHH
ZLWQHVVHV� HYHU\� ZRUG� PD\� EH� HVWDEOLVKHG�� $QG� LI � KH� VKDOO
QHJOHFW�WR�KHDU�WKHP��WHOO�LW�XQWR�WKH�FKXUFK��EXW�LI �KH�QHJOHFW
WR�KHDU�WKH�FKXUFK��OHW�KLP�EH�XQWR�WKHH�DV�DQ�KHDWKHQ�PDQ�DQG
D�SXEOLFDQ�(Matt 18:15-17)�
(15)�,I �ZH�NQRZ��RU�EHOLHYH��WKDW�D�EURWKHU�KDV�VRPHWKLQJ

DJDLQVW� XV�� RU� LI � ZH� NQRZ� ZH� KDYH� VRPHWKLQJ� DJDLQVW� D
EURWKHU��RU�LI �ZH�NQRZ��RU�EHOLHYH��D�EURWKHU�LV�LQ�VRPH�VLQ��RU
LI �ZH³IRU�DQ\�UHDVRQ³IHHO�DOLHQDWHG�IURP�D�EURWKHU��DQG�ZH
GR�QRW�JR�WR�WKDW�EURWKHU�IRU�KHDOLQJ��ZH�VLQ�DJDLQVW�&KULVW
DQG� RXU� EURWKHU��7KH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW� VWUHVVHV� WKH� ERQG�RI
IHOORZVKLS�DPRQJ�EUHWKUHQ��,I �ZH�EHOLHYH�WKLV�ERQG�LV�EURNHQ�
ZH�DUH�REOLJHG�WR�JR�WR�RWKHUV�DQG�KHDO�WKH�EUHDFK��7KLV�GRHV
QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�ZH�PXVW�DOO�DJUHH�RQ�HYHU\WKLQJ��%XW�LW�GRHV
PHDQ�WKDW�ZH�FDQQRW�KDUERU�EDG�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�RWKHUV�

(16)� ,I �D�EURWKHU�LV�ZDONLQJ�GLVRUGHUO\��´RXW�RI �UDQNVµ��
WKH�EUHWKUHQ�DUH�WR�ZLWKGUDZ�IURP�KLP�LQ�RUGHU�WKDW�KH�PLJKW
EH�DVKDPHG� (2 Thess 3:6,14)��,Q�VXFK�FDVHV�� WKH�SHUVRQ�LV� WR�EH
DGPRQLVKHG�DV�D�EURWKHU��QRW�WUHDWHG�DV�DQ�HQHP\�(2 Thess 3:15)�
7KH�JRDO�KHUH�LV�IRU�WKH�EURWKHU�WR�EH�EURXJKW�EDFN�LQWR�VWHS
ZLWK�DSRVWROLF�WHDFKLQJV�(2 Thess 3:6,10,14)�

7KHVH�SURSRVLWLRQV�E\�QR�PHDQV�H[KDXVW�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI
ORYH� LQ� &KULVWLDQ� UHODWLRQVKLSV�� %XW� ,� GR� EHOLHYH� WKDW� WKH\
LVRODWH�RXU�EDVLF�GXWLHV�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��,�DP�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW
WKHVH�GXWLHV�DUH�VFDUFHO\�SUDFWLFHG�DV�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�LQ�RXU
FKXUFKHV��DQG�LQVXIILFLHQWO\�UHIOHFWHG�XSRQ�LQ�RXU�&KULVWLDQ
H[SHULHQFH��,W�LV�KDUG�WR�JR�WR�DQRWKHU�VDLQW�DQG�GHDO�ZLWK�D
SUREOHP��%XW�ORYH�FDUHV�DQG�ORYH�GLVFLSOLQHV��:H�DUH�LQ�IDFW
XQORYLQJ�LI �ZH�VNLUW�WKHVH�GXWLHV�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI �´SHDFH�µ

%URWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV��DIWHU�\RX�KDYH�UHDG�RYHU�DQG�PHGL�
WDWHG�RQ�WKHVH�SURSRVLWLRQV��,�WUXVW�WKDW�WKH�6SLULW�ZLOO�PRYH
\RX�WR�WDNH�DFWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�JHQHUDO�DQG�VSHFLILF�GXWLHV
JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��,I �ZH�KHDU��EXW�GR�QRW�SUDFWLFH�
ZH�GHFHLYH�RXUVHOYHV�(James 1:22)��,I �ZH�KHDU�DQG�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV�
ZH�ZLOO�EH�KDSS\�DQG�EOHVVHG�(John 13:17; 15:11)�
7KLV�LV�WKH�ORYH�RI �*RG��WKDW�ZH�NHHS�KLV�FRPPDQGPHQWV��DQG
KLV�FRPPDQGPHQWV�DUH�QRW�EXUGHQVRPH�(1 John 5:3 NKJV)�

�Adapted from the writings of JonZens
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ZKHQ�ZH�UHDG�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��ZH�VKRXOG�ORRN�IRU
SURPLVHV�DERXW�-HVXV�&KULVW�ZKR�ZDV�WR�FRPH��IRU

KH�VDLG�DOO�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�VSHDN�RI�KLP�(Luke 24:44; John 5:39,46)�
+H·V�WKH�6HHG�ZKR�FUXVKHV�6DWDQ·V�KHDG��KH·V� WKH�/DPE�RI
*RG��KH·V�WKH�3URSKHW�ZH·UH�WR�OLVWHQ�WR��KH·V�WKH�3ULHVW�ZKR
RIIHUV�KLPVHOI �XS�WR�*RG��KH·V�WKH�.LQJ�ZKR�UXOHV�KLV�SHRSOH�
7KH� JRVSHO� FRPPDQGV�XV� WR� EHOLHYH� LQ� WKLV�2QH� WKDW�*RG
SURPLVHG� LQ� WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW� DQG� VHQW� LQ� WKH� IXOOQHVV�RI
WLPH��7KH�JRVSHO� LV�´JRRG�QHZVµ�WKDW�WKURXJK�EHOLHI �LQ�WKH
GHDWK��EXULDO�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�&KULVW�ZH�FDQ�KDYH�IRUJLYH�
QHVV�RI�VLQ�DQG�HWHUQDO�OLIH�(1 Cor 15:3-4)�

-HVXV�FDPH�LQWR�WKLV�ZRUOG�EHFDXVH�RI�RXU�VLQ�SUREOHP�
%XW�ZK\�DUH�ZH�VLQIXO"�%HFDXVH�WKH�ILUVW�SHRSOH�*RG�FUHDWHG�
$GDP�DQG�(YH��IHOO�LQWR�VLQ��WKH\�GLVREH\HG�*RG·V�ZLOO���DQG
DV�D�UHVXOW�ZH�DUH�ERUQ�VLQQHUV��DQG�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�ZDJHV�RI
VLQ��GHDWK�DQG�HWHUQDO�FRQGHPQDWLRQ�(Gen 3:1-19; Rom 5:12; 3:23; John
3:18)��2XU�VLQV�KDYH�DOLHQDWHG�XV�IURP�*RG��ZKR�LV�KRO\�DQG
FDQQRW�DOORZ�WKH�OHDVW�VLQ�LQWR�KLV�SUHVHQFH��%XW�-HVXV�QHYHU
VLQQHG��EXW�DOZD\V�SOHDVHG�KLV�KHDYHQO\�)DWKHU��DQG�JDYH�KLV
OLIH�D�VDFULILFH�IRU�VLQ��%HLQJ�ERWK�*RG�DQG�PDQ�KH�FRXOG�FRPH
EHWZHHQ�D�KRO\�*RG�DQG� VLQIXO�SHRSOH� (1 Tim 2:5)��+LV�EORRG
SURYLGHG�DQ�DWRQHPHQW� �FRYHULQJ�� VR� WKDW� VLQQHUV�FRXOG�EH
SDUGRQHG��7KUHH�GD\V�DIWHU�KLV�GHDWK�RQ�WKH�FURVV��KH�DURVH�
DSSHDUHG�WR�PDQ\�ZLWQHVVHV�IRU�IRUW\�GD\V��DQG�WKHQ�DVFHQGHG
WR�WKH�)DWKHU·V�ULJKW�KDQG�WR�PDNH�LQWHUFHVVLRQ�IRU�KLV�SHRSOH
(Acts 1:9; Rom 8:34)��+H�ZLOO�FRPH�DJDLQ�JORULRXVO\�WR�UHFHLYH�KLV
SHRSOH�XQWR�KLPVHOI �DQG�WR�MXGJH�ZLWK�HYHUODVWLQJ�SXQLVKPHQW
WKRVH�ZKR�UHIXVH�WR�REH\�WKH�JRVSHO�(2 Thess 1:7-10)�

$IWHU�KLV�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��-HVXV�VDLG�WKDW�UHSHQWDQFH�IURP�VLQ
DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI �VLQ�PXVW�EH�SURFODLPHG�WR�DOO�QDWLRQV�(Luke
24:47)��:KHQHYHU�DQ\RQH�ORRNV�WR�-HVXV�E\�IDLWK�IRU�WKH�IRUJLYH�
QHVV�RI�VLQV��WKH\�DOVR�UHSHQW�RI�WKHLU�VLQV��5HSHQWDQFH�PHDQV
WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�KDV�JRGO\�VRUURZ�IRU�VLQ�DQG�WXUQV�IURP�HYLO�LQ
RUGHU�WR�SUDFWLFH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�(2 Cor 7:1)��3DXO�SXW�LW�LQ�WKHVH
ZRUGV��´<H�WXUQHG�WR�*RG�IURP�LGROV�WR�VHUYH�WKH�OLYLQJ�DQG
WUXH�*RG��DQG�WR�ZDLW�IRU�KLV�6RQ�IURP�KHDYHQµ�(1 Thess 1:9-10)�

$OO�ZKR�VWRS� WUXVWLQJ� LQ�WKHLU�´ZRUNVµ� WR�EH�ULJKW�ZLWK
*RG��DQ\WKLQJ�WKH\�FDQ�GR�RU�SHUIRUP���DQG�ORRN�E\�IDLWK�WR
-HVXV�&KULVW�DV�WKHLU�6XEVWLWXWH�DUH�DFFHSWHG�E\�*RG��*RG�QR
ORQJHU�VHHV�WKH�VLQV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�LQ�&KULVW��EXW�VHHV
WKH�SHUIHFW�OLIH�DQG�ZRUN�RI �KLV�6RQ�(Rom 3:22; 5:18-19)��7KLV�LV
ZKDW�LW�LV�WR�EH�´MXVWLILHGµ³*RG�DFFHSWLQJ�XV�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI
&KULVW·V�ILQLVKHG�ZRUN�(Rom 4:1-8)��-HVXV�WROG�WKH�VWRU\�RI�D�WD[�
FROOHFWRU�ZKR�ZDV�FRQYLFWHG�RI �KLV�VLQV��+H�GLGQ·W�FRPSDUH
KLPVHOI �WR�RWKHUV��+H�NQHZ�KLV�EHVW�HIIRUWV�FRXOG�QHYHU�VDWLVI\
*RG·V�GHPDQGV��,QVWHDG��KH�EHDW�XSRQ�KLV�EUHDVW��DQG�VDLG�
´*RG�EH�PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�D�VLQQHU�µ�-HVXV�VDLG��´,�WHOO�\RX��WKLV

VDYHG�	�IUHH�WRVHUYH�FKULVW�LQ�ORYH


