
FDQ� ZH� JLYH� IRU� LW"� &DQ� ZH� VXSSRVH� IRU� D
PRPHQW� WKDW�*RG�FUHDWHG�VLFNQHVV�DQG�GLV�
HDVH�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��WKDW�+H�ZKR�PDGH�DOO
WKLQJV� ´YHU\� JRRGµ� PDGH� $GDP·V� UDFH� WR
VLFNHQ� DQG� GLH"� 6XFK� DQ� LGHD� LQWURGXFHV� D
JUDQG� LPSHUIHFWLRQ�LQWR� WKH�PLGVW�RI �*RG·V
SHUIHFW�ZRUNV��7KH�RQO\�H[SODQDWLRQ�ZH�FDQ
JLYH�LV�WKDW�ZKLFK�WKH�%LEOH�JLYHV��6RPHWKLQJ
KDV�FRPH�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�ZKLFK�KDV�GHWKURQHG
PDQ� IURP� KLV� RULJLQDO� SRVLWLRQ�� 6RPHWKLQJ
KDV�FRPH�LQ��ZKLFK��OLNH�D�KDQGIXO�RI �JUDYHO
WKURZQ� LQWR� WKH� PLGVW� RI � PDFKLQHU\�� KDV
PDUUHG�WKH�SHUIHFW�RUGHU�RI�*RG·V�FUHDWLRQ�
$QG�ZKDW�LV�LW"�,W�LV�SIN��́ 6LQ�HQWHUHG�LQWR�WKH
ZRUOG��DQG�GHDWK�E\�VLQµ�(Rom 5:12)��6LQ�LV�WKH
FDXVH�RI�DOO�VLFNQHVV��GLVHDVH��SDLQ��DQG�VXIIHU�
LQJ�RQ�HDUWK��,W�LV�SDUW�RI �WKH�FXUVH�ZKLFK�FDPH
LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�ZKHQ�$GDP�DQG�(YH�DWH�WKH
IRUELGGHQ� IUXLW� DQG� IHOO�� 7KHUH� ZRXOG� KDYH
EHHQ� QR� VLFNQHVV� LI � WKHUH� KDG� EHHQ� QR� IDOO�
7KHUH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�QR�GLVHDVH�� LI � WKHUH
KDG�EHHQ�QR�VLQ�

SICKNESS IS BENEFICIAL
´&DQ�*RG�EH�D�*RG�RI �ORYH��ZKHQ�+H�DOORZV

SDLQ"�&DQ�+H�EH�D�*RG�RI �PHUF\��ZKHQ�+H�SHUPLWV
GLVHDVH"µ�7KHVH�TXHVWLRQV�DUH�RIWHQ�DVNHG��EXW
WKHVH� TXHVWLRQV� DUH�PRVW� XQUHDVRQDEOH��:H
PLJKW�DV�ZHOO�GRXEW�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�&UHDWRU
EHFDXVH�RI �WKH�GLVWXUEDQFH�FDXVHG�E\�HDUWK�
TXDNHV� DQG� KXUULFDQHV�� :H� PLJKW� DV� ZHOO
GRXEW�WKH�SURYLGHQFH�RI �*RG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH
KRUULEOH�ZDUV�DQG�PDVVDFUHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��,W
ZRXOG�EH�MXVW�DV�UHDVRQDEOH�IRU�XV�WR�GRXEW�WKH
PHUF\� RI � *RG� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI
VLFNQHVV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�

,�DVN�DOO�ZKR�ILQG�LW�KDUG�WR�UHFRQFLOH�WKH
SUHYDOHQFH�RI �GLVHDVH�DQG�SDLQ�ZLWK�WKH�ORYH
RI�*RG��WR�FDVW�\RXU�H\HV�RQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG
\RX��DQG�WR�PDUN�ZKDW�LV�JRLQJ�RQ��,�DVN�\RX
WR�REVHUYH�WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�PHQ�FRQVWDQWO\
VXEPLW�WR�SUHVHQW�ORVV�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI �IXWXUH
JDLQ��SUHVHQW�VRUURZ�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�IXWXUH�MR\�
SUHVHQW�SDLQ�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�IXWXUH�KHDOWK��7KH
VHHG�LV�WKURZQ�LQWR�WKH�JURXQG��DQG�URWV��EXW
ZH�VRZ�LQ�WKH�KRSH�RI�D�IXWXUH�KDUYHVW��$�ER\
LV�VHQW�WR�VFKRRO�DPLGVW�PDQ\�WHDUV��EXW�ZH
VHQG� KLP� LQ� WKH� KRSH� RI � KLV� JHWWLQJ� IXWXUH
ZLVGRP��$�PDQ�XQGHUJRHV�VRPH�IHDUIXO�VXU�
JLFDO�RSHUDWLRQ��EXW�KH�EHDUV�LW�LQ�WKH�KRSH�RI
IXWXUH� KHDOWK�� $SSO\� WKLV� JUHDW� SULQFLSOH� WR
*RG·V�JRYHUQPHQW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��6HH�WKDW�*RG

DOORZV� SDLQ�� VLFNQHVV�� DQG� GLVHDVH�� QRW� EH�
FDXVH�+H�ORYHV�WR�YH[�PDQ��EXW�EHFDXVH�+H
GHVLUHV�WR�EHQHILW�PDQ·V�KHDUW��PLQG��DQG�VRXO�
WR�DOO�HWHUQLW\�

6LFNQHVV�FRPHV�LQ�WKH�ZLVH�SHUPLVVLRQ�RI
*RG��,W�LV�D�EOHVVLQJ�DV�PXFK�DV�LW�LV�D�FXUVH�
<HV��LW�LV�D�URXJK�VFKRROPDVWHU��EXW�LW�LV�D�UHDO
IULHQG�WR�PDQ·V�VRXO��:K\�LV�VLFNQHVV�JRRG"

1.�6LFNQHVV�KHOSV�WR�UHPLQG�PHQ�RI �GHDWK�
0RVW�OLYH�DV�LI �WKH\�ZHUH�QHYHU�JRLQJ�WR�GLH�
7KH\� IROORZ� EXVLQHVV�� SOHDVXUH�� SROLWLFV�� RU
VFLHQFH�� DV� LI � HDUWK�ZDV� WKHLU� HWHUQDO�KRPH�
7KH\�SODQ�DQG�VFKHPH�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��OLNH�WKH
ULFK�IRRO�LQ�WKH�SDUDEOH�(Luke 12:16-21)��DV�LI �WKH\
KDG�D�ORQJ�OHDVH�RQ�OLIH��$�KHDY\�LOOQHVV�VRPH�
WLPHV� JRHV� IDU� WR� GLVSHO� WKHVH� GHOXVLRQV�� ,W
DZDNHQV�PHQ�IURP�WKHLU�GD\GUHDPV��DQG�UH�
PLQGV�WKHP�WKH\�KDYH�WR�GLH�DV�ZHOO�DV�OLYH�

2.�6LFNQHVV�KHOSV�WR�PDNH�PHQ�WKLQN�VHUL�
RXVO\�RI �*RG��DQG�WKHLU�VRXOV��DQG�WKH�ZRUOG
WR�FRPH��0RVW�LQ�WKHLU�GD\V�RI �KHDOWK�FDQ�ILQG
QR� WLPH� IRU� WKRXJKWV�RI�*RG�DQG� WKH� MXGJ�
PHQW�WR�FRPH��%XW�D�VHYHUH�GLVHDVH�KDV�D�ZD\
RI�EULQJLQJ�XS�WKHVH�WKRXJKWV�LQ�PHQ·V�PLQGV�
(YHQ� KHDWKHQ� VDLORUV�� ZKHQ� GHDWK� ZDV� LQ
VLJKW��ZHUH�DIUDLG��DQG�́ FULHG�HYHU\�PDQ�WR�KLV
JRGµ�(Jonah 1:5)�

6LFNQHVV�KHOSV�WR�VRIWHQ�PHQ·V�KHDUWV�DQG
WHDFK�WKHP�ZLVGRP��7KH�QDWXUDO�KHDUW�LV�DV
KDUG�DV�D�VWRQH��,W�FDQ�VHH�QR�JRRG�LQ�DQ\WKLQJ
ZKLFK� LV� QRW� RI � WKLV� OLIH�� DQG� QR� KDSSLQHVV
H[FHSW�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��$�ORQJ�LOOQHVV�VRPHWLPHV
JRHV�IDU�WR�FRUUHFW�WKHVH�LGHDV��,W�H[SRVHV�WKH
FRPSOHWH�HPSWLQHVV�RI�ZKDW�WKLV�ZRUOG�FDOOV
´JRRG�µ�DQG�WHDFKHV�XV�WR�KROG�LW�ZLWK�D�ORRVH
KDQG�

3.�6LFNQHVV�KHOSV�WR�OHYHO�DQG�KXPEOH�XV�
:H�DUH�DOO�QDWXUDOO\�SURXG�DQG�KLJK�PLQGHG�
:H�WHQG�WR�ORRN�GRZQ�RQ�RWKHUV�DQG�VHFUHWO\
IODWWHU�RXUVHOYHV�WKDW�ZH�DUH�́ QRW�DV�RWKHU�PHQ
DUHµ�(Luke 18:11)��$�VLFN�EHG�FDQ�WDPH�VXFK�IRRO�
LVK�WKRXJKWV��,W�IRUFHV�RQ�XV�WKH�PLJKW\�WUXWK
WKDW�ZH�DUH�DOO�SRRU�ZRUPV��WKDW�ZH�´GZHOO�LQ
KRXVHV�RI�FOD\µ�DQG�DUH�´FUXVKHG�EHIRUH�WKH
PRWKµ�(Job 4:19)��DQG�WKDW�NLQJV�DQG�VXEMHFWV�
PDVWHUV�DQG� VHUYDQWV�� ULFK�DQG�SRRU��DUH�DOO
G\LQJ�FUHDWXUHV��DQG�ZLOO�VRRQ�VWDQG�VLGH�E\
VLGH�DW�WKH�EDU�RI �*RG��,Q�VLJKW�RI �WKH�FRIILQ
DQG�WKH�JUDYH��LW·V�QRW�HDV\�WR�EH�SURXG�

4.�6LFNQHVV�WULHV�D�PDQ·V�UHOLJLRXV�SURIHV�
VLRQ��RI�ZKDW�VRUW�LW�LV��'LVHDVH�LV�VRPHWLPHV

PRVW� XVHIXO� WR� D�PDQ� LQ� H[SRVLQJ� WKH�XWWHU
ZRUWKOHVVQHVV� RI � KLV� VRXO·V� IRXQGDWLRQ�� ,W
RIWHQ�VKRZV�KLP�WKDW�KH�KDV�QRWKLQJ�VROLG�WR
VWDQG�RQ��,W�RIWHQ�H[SRVHV�WKH�JUDFHOHVVQHVV�RI
D�PDQ·V�VRXO�

6LFNQHVV�GRHV�QRW�FRQIHU�WKHVH�EHQHILWV�RQ
DOO�WR�ZKRP�LW�FRPHV��7RR�PDQ\�DUH�ODLG�ORZ
E\�LOOQHVV��DQG�UHVWRUHG�WR�KHDOWK��ZKR�OHDUQ
QR� OHVVRQ� IURP� WKHLU� VLFN� EHGV�� DQG� UHWXUQ
DJDLQ�WR�WKH�ZRUOG��HYHQ�DV�EHIRUH��7KH\�UH�
FHLYH� QR� PRUH� VSLULWXDO� LPSUHVVLRQ� IURP� LW
WKDQ�WKH�EHDVWV�WKDW�SHULVK�

%XW�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI �PDQ\��VLFNQHVV�LV�*RG·V
´GD\�RI�YLVLWDWLRQ�µ�,W�LV�RQH�RI �*RG·V�PRVW
LPSRUWDQW�VXERUGLQDWH�LQVWUXPHQWV�LQ�VDYLQJ
VLQQHUV��,W�LV�RIWHQ�D�PHDQV�ZKHUHE\�+H�ZRUNV
HIIHFWXDOO\�RQ�WKH�KHDUW��7KH�VLFNQHVV�RI�PHQ·V
ERGLHV� PDQ\� WLPHV� OHDGV�� LQ� *RG·V� JRRG
SURYLGHQFH��WR�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI �WKHLU�VRXOV�

,I �VLFNQHVV�FDQ�KHOS�WR�PDNH�PHQ�WKLQN�RI
*RG�DQG�WKHLU�VRXOV��WKHQ�ZH�KDYH�QR�ULJKW�WR
PXUPXU�DW�LW��:H�RXJKW�UDWKHU�WR�WKDQN�*RG
IRU� LW�� ,W� LV� *RG·V� ZLWQHVV�� ,W� LV� WKH� VRXO·V
DGYLVHU��,W�LV�DQ�DZDNHQHU�WR�WKH�FRQVFLHQFH�
,W�LV�D�SXULILHU�WR�WKH�KHDUW��,W�LV�D�EOHVVLQJ�DQG
QRW�D�FXUVH��D�KHOS�DQG�QRW�DQ�LQMXU\��D�JDLQ
DQG� QRW� D� ORVV�� D� IULHQG� DQG� QRW� D� IRH� WR
PDQNLQG��6R�ORQJ�DV�ZH�KDYH�D�ZRUOG�ZKHUHLQ
WKHUH� LV� VLQ�� LW� LV� D�PHUF\� WKDW� LW� LV� D�ZRUOG
ZKHUHLQ�WKHUH�LV�VLFNQHVV�

SICKNESS AND OUR DUTY
1.�%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�VLFNQHVV

LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��RXU�ILUVW�GXW\�VKRXOG�EH�WKDW�RI
OLYLQJ�GDLO\� SUHSDUHG� WR�PHHW�*RG�� ,Q� VLFN�
QHVV�ZH�UHPHPEHU�GHDWK��'HDWK�LV�WKH�GRRU
WKURXJK�ZKLFK�ZH�PXVW�DOO�SDVV�WR�MXGJPHQW�
-XGJPHQW�LV�WKH�WLPH�ZKHQ�ZH�PXVW�DW�ODVW�VHH
*RG�IDFH�WR�IDFH��´,W�LV�DSSRLQWHG�XQWR�PHQ
RQFH�WR�GLH��EXW�DIWHU�WKLV�WKH�MXGJPHQWµ�(Heb 9:27)�

6LFNQHVV� VKRXOG� FDXVH� XV� WR� SUHSDUH� WR
PHHW�*RG��:H� DUH� QHYHU� SUHSDUHG� WR�PHHW
*RG�WLOO�RXU�LQLTXLWLHV�DUH�IRUJLYHQ��DQG�RXU
VLQ�LV�FRYHUHG�(Psalm 32:1-2)��7KH�EORRG�RI �-HVXV
&KULVW�FDQ�DORQH�FOHDQVH�RXU�VLQV�DZD\�(1 John
1:7)�� 7KH� ULJKWHRXVQHVV� RI� &KULVW� DORQH� FDQ
PDNH�XV�DFFHSWDEOH�LQ�WKH�VLJKW�RI �*RG�(2 Cor
5:21; Phil 3:8-9)�� )DLWK� DORQH�� VLPSOH� FKLOGOLNH
IDLWK��JLYHV�XV�DQ� LQWHUHVW� LQ�&KULVW�DQG�+LV
FOHDQVLQJ�EORRG�(Eph 2:8-9)�

2.�%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�VLFNQHVV

LQ� WKH�ZRUOG��ZH� VKRXOG�EH� UHDG\� WR�EHDU� LW
SDWLHQWO\�� 6LFNQHVV� LV� D� WU\LQJ� WKLQJ� WR� IOHVK
DQG�EORRG��7R�IHHO�RXU�QHUYHV�XQVWUXQJ��DQG
RXU�QDWXUDO�IRUFH�DEDWHG��WR�EH�REOLJHG�WR�VLW
VWLOO�DQG�EH�FXW�RII � IURP�DOO�RXU�XVXDO�YRFD�
WLRQV�� WR� VHH� RXU� SODQV� EURNHQ� RII � DQG� RXU
SXUSRVHV�GLVDSSRLQWHG��WR�HQGXUH�ORQJ�KRXUV�
GD\V�DQG�QLJKWV�RI�ZHDULQHVV�DQG�SDLQ��DOO�WKLV
LV�D�VHYHUH�VWUDLQ�RQ�SRRU�VLQIXO�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�
:KR�ZRXOG�ZRQGHU�WKDW�SHHYLVKQHVV�DQG�LP�
SDWLHQFH�DUH�EURXJKW�RXW�E\�GLVHDVH�

6XUHO\� LQ�VXFK�D�G\LQJ�ZRUOG�DV�WKLV�ZH
VKRXOG�VWXG\�SDWLHQFH��:H�VKRXOG�PDNH�D�UHDO
EXVLQHVV� LQ�RXU�SUD\HUV�WR�DVN�IRU�VWUHQJWK
WR�HQGXUH�*RG·V�ZLOO�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��:H�VKRXOG
VHHN�DQG�FXOWLYDWH�WKRVH�SDVVLYH�JUDFHV�RI �WKH
6SLULW�� PHHNQHVV�� JHQWOHQHVV�� ORQJVXIIHULQJ�
IDLWK�� DQG� SDWLHQFH�� 1HYHU� GR� WKHVH� JUDFHV
VKLQH� VR� EULJKWO\� DV� LQ� D� VLFN�URRP�� 7KH\
HQDEOH�PDQ\�D�VLFN�SHUVRQ�WR�SUHDFK�D�VLOHQW
VHUPRQ��ZKLFK�WKRVH�DURXQG�WKHP�QHYHU�IRU�
JHW��:RXOG�\RX�DGRUQ�WKH�GRFWULQH�\RX�SUR�
IHVV"� :RXOG� \RX� PDNH� \RXU� &KULVWLDQLW\
EHDXWLIXO�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�RWKHUV"�7KHQ�OD\�XS�D
VWRUH�RI �SDWLHQFH�DJDLQVW�WKH�WLPH�RI�LOOQHVV�
7KHQ�� WKRXJK� \RXU� VLFNQHVV� EH� QRW� XQWR
GHDWK��LW�VKDOO�EH�IRU�WKH�́ JORU\�RI�*RGµ�(John 11:4)�

3.�%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�VLFNQHVV
LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��ZH�VKRXOG�EH�UHDG\�WR�IHHO�ZLWK
DQG� KHOS� RWKHUV�� 6LFNQHVV� LV� QHYHU� YHU\� IDU
IURP�XV��)HZ�DUH�WKH�IDPLOLHV�ZKR�KDYH�QRW
VRPH�VLFN�UHODWLYH��%XW�ZKHUHYHU�WKHUH�LV�VLFN�
QHVV�� WKHUH� LV� D� FDOO� WR� GXW\��$� OLWWOH� WLPHO\
DVVLVWDQFH� LQ� VRPH� FDVHV�� D� NLQGO\� YLVLW� LQ
RWKHUV��D�IULHQGO\�LQTXLU\��D�PHUH�H[SUHVVLRQ
RI�V\PSDWK\³WKHVH�JR�D�ORQJ�ZD\�IRU�JRRG�
7KHVH�DUH�WKH�VRUW�RI �WKLQJV�ZKLFK�EULQJ�SHR�
SOH� WRJHWKHU� DQG� SURPRWH� JRRG� IHHOLQJV�
7KHVH�DUH�ZD\V�E\�ZKLFK�\RX�PD\�XOWLPDWHO\
OHDG�RWKHUV�WR�&KULVW��7KHVH�DUH�JRRG�ZRUNV
WR�ZKLFK�HYHU\�SURIHVVLQJ�&KULVWLDQ�VKRXOG�EH
UHDG\��,Q�D�ZRUOG�IXOO�RI �VLFNQHVV�ZH�RXJKW�WR
´EHDU�RQH�DQRWKHU·V�EXUGHQV�µ�DQG�EH�´NLQG
RQH�WR�DQRWKHUµ�(Gal 6:2; Eph 4:32)��7KHVH�WKLQJV
PD\�DSSHDU�VPDOO�DQG�WULIOLQJ�WR�VRPH�SHRSOH�
7KH\�PXVW�QHHGV�EH�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�JUHDW�
DQG�JUDQG��DQG�KHURLF��%XW�WKHVH�OLWWOH�DFWV�RI
EURWKHUO\NLQGQHVV�DUH�RQH�RI�WKH�FOHDUHVW�HYL�
GHQFHV� RI� KDYLQJ� ´WKH�PLQG�RI�&KULVWµ� (Phil
2:4-5)��&RQVLGHU�WKH�ZHLJKW�RI�WKHVH�ZRUGV�DW
WKH� MXGJPHQW� WR� FRPH�� ´,�ZDV� VLFN�� DQG� \H
YLVLWHG�PHµ�(Matt 25:36)�



THREE CLOSING WORDS
1.�:KDW�ZLOO�\RX�GR�ZKHQ�\RX�DUH�LOO"�7KH

WLPH�PXVW�FRPH�ZKHQ�\RX��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHUV�
PXVW�JR�GRZQ�WKH�GDUN�YDOOH\�RI�WKH�VKDGRZ
RI�GHDWK��ZKHQ�\RX�PXVW�VLFNHQ�DQG�GLH��7KH
WLPH�PD\�EH�QHDU�RU�IDU�RII��*RG�RQO\�NQRZV�
%XW�ZKHQHYHU�WKH�WLPH�PD\�EH��ZKDW�DUH�\RX
JRLQJ�WR�GR"�:KHUH�ZLOO�\RX�WXUQ�IRU�FRPIRUW"
2Q�ZKDW�ZLOO�\RX�UHVW�\RXU�VRXO"�2Q�ZKDW�ZLOO
\RX�EXLOG�\RXU�KRSH"�3XW�QRW�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV
DZD\�� $OORZ� WKHP� WR� ZRUN� RQ� \RXU� FRQ�
VFLHQFH��DQG�UHVW�QRW�WLOO�\RX�FDQ�JLYH�D�VDWLV�
IDFWRU\�DQVZHU��7ULIOH�QRW�ZLWK�WKDW�SUHFLRXV
JLIW��\RXU�LPPRUWDO�VRXO��3XW�QRW�RII �WKH�FRQ�
VLGHUDWLRQ�RI �WKH�PDWWHU�WR�D�PRUH�FRQYHQLHQW
VHDVRQ��3UHVXPH�QRW�RQ�D�GHDWK�EHG� UHSHQ�
WDQFH��7KH�JUHDWHVW�EXVLQHVV�RXJKW�VXUHO\�QRW
WR�EH�OHIW�WR�WKH�ODVW��2QH�G\LQJ�WKLHI �ZDV�VDYHG
WKDW�PHQ�PLJKW�QRW�GHVSDLU��EXW�RQO\�RQH�WKDW
QRQH�PLJKW�SUHVXPH�

7KHUH�LV�QR�HVFDSLQJ�WKH�FRPPRQ�ORW�RI
DOO�PDQNLQG��1RERG\� FDQ�GLH� LQ� RXU� VWHDG�
7KH�GD\�PXVW�FRPH�ZKHQ�ZH�ZLOO�HDFK�JR�WR
RXU�ORQJ�KRPH��7KH�ERG\�ZKLFK�QRZ�WDNHV�XS
VR�PXFK�RI�\RXU�DWWHQWLRQ��WKH�ERG\�ZKLFK
\RX�QRZ�FORWKH��DQG�IHHG��DQG�FDUH�IRU��WKDW
ERG\�PXVW�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�GXVW��2K�WKLQN�ZKDW
DQ� DZIXO� WKLQJ� LW� ZLOO� SURYH� DW� ODVW� WR� KDYH
SURYLGHG�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ�H[FHSW�WKH�RQH�WKLQJ
QHHGIXO��WR�KDYH�SURYLGHG�IRU�WKH�ERG\��EXW�WR
KDYH�QHJOHFWHG�WKH�VRXO��´:KDW�VKDOO�LW�SURILW
D�PDQ��LI �KH�VKDOO�JDLQ�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��DQG
ORVH�KLV�RZQ�VRXO"�2U�ZKDW�VKDOO�D�PDQ�JLYH
LQ�H[FKDQJH�IRU�KLV�VRXO"µ�(Mark 8:36-37)�

2.�$FTXDLQW�\RXUVHOI �ZLWK�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV
&KULVW�ZLWKRXW�GHOD\��DQG�EH�FRQYHUWHG��6HHN
\RXU�VRXO·V�VDOYDWLRQ��2I�DOO�JDPEOLQJ�LQ�WKH
ZRUOG��WKHUH�LV�QRQH�VR�UHFNOHVV�DV�WKDW�RI�WKH
PDQ�ZKR�OLYHV�XQSUHSDUHG�WR�PHHW�*RG��)OHH
WR�WKH�RQO\�6DYLRXU��DQG�FU\�PLJKWLO\�WR�+LP
WR� VDYH� \RXU� VRXO��$SSO\� WR�&KULVW� DW� RQFH�
´%HOLHYH�RQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��DQG�WKRX
VKDOW�EH�VDYHGµ�(Acts 16:31)��&RPPLW�\RXU�VRXO
LQWR�+LV� NHHSLQJ�� &U\�PLJKWLO\� WR� +LP� IRU
SDUGRQ� DQG� SHDFH� ZLWK�*RG�� +H� ZLOO� KHDU
\RX��+H�VDLG��´+LP�WKDW�FRPHWK�WR�PH�,�ZLOO
LQ�QR�ZLVH�FDVW�RXWµ�(John 6:37)��3XW�RII �UHSHQ�
WDQFH� QR� ORQJHU�� 6HHN� WKH� JUDFH� RI �*RG� LQ
&KULVW�WR�EUHDN�RII �IURP�WKRVH�VLQV��DQG�WXUQ
DZD\�IURP�WKHP�ZLWKRXW�GHOD\��

%H�QRW�FRQWHQW�ZLWK�D�JHQHUDO�KRSH�WKDW

DOO� LV� ULJKW�EHFDXVH�\RX�EHORQJ�WR�D�FKXUFK�
DQG�WKDW�DOO�ZLOO�EH�ZHOO�DW�ODVW�EHFDXVH�*RG�LV
PHUFLIXO�� 5HVW� QRW� ZLWKRXW� SHUVRQDO� XQLRQ
ZLWK�&KULVW�+LPVHOI��5HVW�QRW�WLOO�\RX�KDYH�WKH
ZLWQHVV�RI�WKH�6SLULW�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�WKDW�\RX�DUH
ZDVKHG��DQG�VDQFWLILHG��DQG�MXVWLILHG��DQG�RQH
ZLWK�&KULVW��5HVW�QRW�WLOO�\RX�FDQ�VD\�ZLWK�WKH
DSRVWOH��´,�NQRZ�ZKRP�,�KDYH�EHOLHYHG��DQG
DP� SHUVXDGHG� WKDW� +H� LV� DEOH� WR� NHHS� WKDW
ZKLFK�,�KDYH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�+LP�DJDLQVW�WKDW
GD\µ�(2 Tim 1:12)�

$�PHUH�IRUPDO�FKXUFK�PHPEHUVKLS�PD\
FDUU\�D�PDQ�WKURXJK�WKH�VXQVKLQH�RI �\RXWK
DQG� SURVSHULW\�� LW� ZLOO� EUHDN� GRZQ� HQWLUHO\
ZKHQ�GHDWK�LV�LQ�VLJKW��1RWKLQJ�ZLOO�GR�WKHQ
EXW�YLWDO�XQLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW��&KULVW�LQWHUFHGLQJ
IRU�XV�DW�*RG·V�ULJKW�KDQG��&KULVW�NQRZQ�DQG
EHOLHYHG� DV� RXU� 3URSKHW�� 3ULHVW�� DQG� .LQJ�
&KULVW�ZKR�DORQH�FDQ�URE�GHDWK�RI � LWV�VWLQJ
DQG�HQDEOH�XV�WR�IDFH�VLFNQHVV�ZLWKRXW�IHDU�

7DNH�HYHU\�FDUH�DQG�WURXEOH�WR�+LP��+H
ZLOO� NHHS� \RX�DQG�FDUU\�\RX� WKURXJK� LW� DOO�
3RXU�RXW�\RXU�KHDUW�EHIRUH�+LP�ZKHQ�\RXU
FRQVFLHQFH�LV�EXUGHQHG��+H�LV�WKH�WUXH�&RQ�
IHVVRU��+H�DORQH�FDQ�DEVROYH�\RX�DQG�WDNH�WKH
EXUGHQ�DZD\��.HHS�RQ�ORRNLQJ�WR�+LP�WR�WKH
ODVW�EUHDWK�RI�\RXU�OLIH��&KULVW�LV�ZRUWK�NQRZ�
LQJ��7KH�PRUH�\RX�NQRZ�+LP��WKH�EHWWHU�\RX
ZLOO�ORYH�+LP�

3.� &KULVWLDQ�� FRQVLGHU� KRZ� PXFK� \RX
PD\� JORULI\� *RG� LQ� \RXU� WLPH� RI � VLFNQHVV�
KRZ�PXFK�\RX�PD\�KRQRU�+LP�WR�OLH�TXLHW�LQ
+LV�KDQG�ZKHQ�\RX�DUH�LOO��,�NQRZ�KRZ�UHDG\
WKH�KHDUW�RI � D� EHOLHYHU� LV� WR� IDLQW�� DQG�KRZ
EXV\�6DWDQ�LV�LQ�VXJJHVWLQJ�GRXEWV�DQG�TXHV�
WLRQV��ZKHQ�WKH�ERG\�RI�D�&KULVWLDQ�LV�ZHDN�
,� KDYH� VHHQ� VRPHWKLQJ� RI � WKH� GHSUHVVLRQ
ZKLFK�VRPHWLPHV�FRPHV�XSRQ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI
*RG�ZKHQ� WKH\� DUH� VXGGHQO\� ODLG� DVLGH� E\
GLVHDVH��DQG�REOLJHG�WR�VLW�VWLOO��,�KDYH�PDUNHG
KRZ�SURQH�VRPH�JRRG�SHRSOH�DUH�WR�WRUPHQW
WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWK�PRUELG�WKRXJKWV�DW�VXFK�VHD�
VRQV�� VD\LQJ� LQ� WKHLU� KHDUWV�� ´*RG� KDV� IRU�
VDNHQ�PH��,�DP�FDVW�RXW�RI �+LV�VLJKW�µ

,� HDUQHVWO\� HQWUHDW� DOO� VLFN� EHOLHYHUV� WR
UHPHPEHU�WKDW�WKH\�PD\�KRQRU�*RG�DV�PXFK
E\� SDWLHQW� VXIIHULQJ� DV� WKH\� FDQ� E\� DFWLYH
ZRUN�� ,W� RIWHQ� VKRZV�PRUH� JUDFH� WR� VLW� VWLOO
WKDQ� LW� GRHV� WR� JR� WR� DQG� IUR�� DQG� SHUIRUP
JUHDW� H[SORLWV�� 5HPHPEHU� WKDW� &KULVW� FDUHV
IRU�\RX�DV�PXFK�ZKHQ�\RX�DUH�VLFN�DV�+H�GRHV

ZKHQ�\RX�DUH�ZHOO��DQG�WKDW�WKH�YHU\�FKDVWLVH�
PHQW�\RX�IHHO�VR�DFXWHO\�LV�VHQW�LQ�ORYH��DQG
QRW�LQ�DQJHU�

/D]DUXV�ZDV�VSHFLDOO\�ORYHG�E\�&KULVW��+H
ZDV�D�GHDU�IULHQG�WR�WKH�6DYLRU��+H�ZDV�D�WUXH
&KULVWLDQ��DQG�DQ�KHLU�RI �JORU\��$QG�\HW�/D]�
DUXV�ZDV�VLFN��́ +H�ZKRP�7KRX�ORYHVW�LV�VLFNµ
(John 11:3)��6LFNQHVV�LV�QR�VLJQ�WKDW�*RG�KDV�OHIW
XV�RU� LV�GLVSOHDVHG��6LFNQHVV� LV� LQWHQGHG� IRU
RXU�JRRG�DQG�*RG·V�JORU\��/D]DUXV·�VLFNQHVV
´ZDV�IRU�WKH�JORU\�RI �*RGµ�(John 11:4)��́ $QG�ZH
NQRZ�WKDW�DOO�WKLQJV�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�IRU�JRRG
WR�WKHP�WKDW�ORYH�*RG��WR�WKHP�ZKR�DUH�WKH
FDOOHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�+LV�SXUSRVHµ�(Rom 8:28)�

7KH� WLPH� LV� VKRUW�� 7KH� IDVKLRQ� RI � WKLV
ZRUOG�SDVVHWK�DZD\��$�IHZ�PRUH�VLFNQHVVHV�
DQG�DOO�ZLOO�EH�RYHU��$�IHZ�PRUH�IXQHUDOV��DQG
RXU�RZQ�IXQHUDO�ZLOO�WDNH�SODFH��*RG·V�SHRSOH
WUDYHO�WRZDUG�D�ZRUOG�ZKHUH�WKHUH·V�QR�PRUH
VLFNQHVV��ZKHUH�SDLQ�DQG�FU\LQJ�DUH�GRQH�ZLWK
IRUHYHU��&KULVW�VKDOO�ZLSH�DZD\�DOO�WHDUV�IURP
WKHLU� H\HV��7KH� ODVW� HQHP\� WKDW� VKDOO� EH�GH�
VWUR\HG�LV�'HDWK�(Rev 20:14)�

,Q�WKH�PHDQWLPH�OHW�XV�OLYH�D�OLIH�RI �IDLWK
LQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG��/HW�XV�OHDQ�DOO�RXU�ZHLJKW
RQ�&KULVW��DQG�UHMRLFH�LQ�WKH�WKRXJKW�WKDW�+H
OLYHV� IRU� HYHUPRUH�� %OHVVHG� EH� *RG�� &KULVW
OLYHV��WKRXJK�ZH�PD\�GLH��&KULVW�OLYHV��WKRXJK
IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�DUH�FDUULHG�WR�WKH�JUDYH�
+H� OLYHV�ZKR�DEROLVKHG�GHDWK��DQG�EURXJKW
OLIH�DQG�LPPRUWDOLW\�WR�OLJKW�E\�WKH�*RVSHO
(2 Tim 1:10)��+H�OLYHV�ZKR�VDLG��´2�GHDWK��,�ZLOO
EH�WK\�SODJXHV��2�JUDYH��,�ZLOO�EH�WK\�GHVWUXF�
WLRQµ� (Hosea 13:14)��+H� OLYHV�ZKR�ZLOO�RQH�GD\
FKDQJH�RXU�YLOH�ERG\��DQG�PDNH�LW�OLNH�XQWR
+LV�JORULRXV�ERG\�(Phil 3:21)��,Q�VLFNQHVV�DQG�LQ
KHDOWK��LQ�OLIH�DQG�LQ�GHDWK��OHDQ�FRQILGHQWO\
XSRQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��

�Adapted from the writings of J.C. Ryle
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6LFNQHVV� LV� HYHU\ZKHUH�� ,Q� (XURSH�� LQ
$VLD�� LQ� $IULFD�� LQ� $PHULFD�� LQ� KRW

FRXQWULHV�DQG� LQ�FROG�� LQ�FLYLOL]HG�QDWLRQV
DQG�LQ�VDYDJH�WULEHV��PHQ��ZRPHQ��DQG�FKLO�
GUHQ�VLFNHQ�DQG�GLH�

6LFNQHVV�LV�DPRQJ�DOO�FODVVHV��*UDFH�GRHV
QRW�OLIW�D�EHOLHYHU�DERYH�WKH�UHDFK�RI�LW��5LFKHV
ZLOO�QRW�EX\�H[HPSWLRQ�IURP�LW��5DQN�FDQQRW
SUHYHQW�LWV�DVVDXOWV��.LQJV�DQG�WKHLU�VXEMHFWV�
PDVWHUV� DQG� VHUYDQWV�� ULFK� PHQ� DQG� SRRU�
OHDUQHG�DQG�XQOHDUQHG��WHDFKHUV�DQG�VFKRODUV�
GRFWRUV�DQG�SDWLHQWV��PLQLVWHUV�DQG�KHDUHUV�
DOO�DOLNH�JR�GRZQ�EHIRUH�WKLV�JUHDW�IRH��´7KH
ULFK�PDQ·V�ZHDOWK�LV�KLV�VWURQJ�FLW\µ�(Pro 18:11)�
7KH�(QJOLVKPDQ·V�KRXVH�LV�FDOOHG�KLV�FDVWOH�
EXW� WKHUH� DUH� QR�GRRUV� DQG�EDUV�ZKLFK�FDQ
NHHS�RXW�GLVHDVH�DQG�GHDWK�

6LFNQHVV�LV�RI �HYHU\�VRUW�DQG�GHVFULSWLRQ�
)URP�WKH�FURZQ�RI�RXU�KHDG�WR�WKH�VROH�RI �RXU
IRRW�ZH�DUH�OLDEOH�WR�GLVHDVH��2XU�FDSDFLW\�RI
VXIIHULQJ�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�IHDUIXO�WR�FRQWHPSODWH�
:KR�FDQ�FRXQW�XS�WKH�DLOPHQWV�E\�ZKLFK�RXU
ERGLO\�IUDPH�PD\�EH�DVVDLOHG"

6LFNQHVV� LV�RIWHQ�RQH�RI � WKH�PRVW�KXP�
EOLQJ� DQG� GLVWUHVVLQJ� WULDOV� WKDW� FDQ� FRPH
XSRQ�PDQ�� ,W� FDQ� WXUQ� WKH� VWURQJHVW� LQWR� D
OLWWOH� FKLOG�� DQG� PDNH� KLP� IHHO� ´WKH� JUDVV�
KRSSHU�D�EXUGHQµ�(Eccl 12:5)��,W�FDQ�XQQHUYH�WKH
EROGHVW��DQG�PDNH�KLP�WUHPEOH�DW�WKH�IDOO�RI
D�SLQ��+H�WKDW�ZRXOG�NQRZ�WR�ZKDW�GHSWKV�RI
KXPLOLDWLRQ� SRRU� PDQ� FDQ� IDOO� KDV� RQO\� WR
DWWHQG�IRU�D�VKRUW�WLPH�RQ�VLFN�EHGV�

6LFNQHVV� LV� QRW� SUHYHQWLEOH� E\� DQ\WKLQJ
WKDW�PDQ�FDQ�GR��7KH�DYHUDJH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�OLIH
PD\� EH� VRPHZKDW� OHQJWKHQHG�� 7KH� VNLOO� RI
GRFWRUV�PD\�FRQWLQXDOO\�GLVFRYHU�QHZ�UHPH�
GLHV��DQG�HIIHFW�VXUSULVLQJ�FXUHV��%XW�DIWHU�DOO�
ZKHWKHU� LQ� KHDOWK\� RU� XQKHDOWK\� ORFDOLWLHV�
ZKHWKHU�LQ�PLOG�FOLPDWHV�RU�LQ�FROG��PHQ�ZLOO
VLFNHQ� DQG�GLH�� ´7KH�GD\V�RI� RXU� \HDUV� DUH
WKUHHVFRUH�\HDUV�DQG�WHQ��DQG�LI �E\�UHDVRQ�RI
VWUHQJWK�WKH\�EH�IRXUVFRUH�\HDUV��\HW�LV�WKHLU
VWUHQJWK�ODERXU�DQG�VRUURZ��IRU�LW�LV�VRRQ�FXW
RII��DQG�ZH�IO\�DZD\µ�(Psalm 90:10)�

+RZ� GR� ZH� DFFRXQW� IRU� WKH� XQLYHUVDO
SUHYDOHQFH� RI � VLFNQHVV"� :KDW� H[SODQDWLRQ


