
GHUV��RU�JUDGHV��RI �WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�FOHUJ\�
,Q�WKH�WKLUG�\HDU��,�VWXGLHG�GRJPDWLFV��KLVWRU\�
DQG�WKH�7ULQLW\��DQG�,�UHFHLYHG�WKH�ILUVW�RI �WKH
PDMRU�RUGHUV�� WKDW�RI� VXE�GHDFRQ��7KH� ILQDO
\HDU�,�VWXGLHG�PRUDO�ODZ�DQG�SDVWRUDO�GXWLHV
DQG�ZDV�RUGDLQHG�DV�D�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�SULHVW�

7KH�/LYLQJ�:RUG�RI�*RG
%XW�WKH�/RUG�FDOOHG�PH�WR�D�QHZ�ZD\��DQG

,�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� WHOO� \RX� VRPHWKLQJ�RI�ZKDW
KDSSHQHG�ZLWKLQ�PH�ZKLOH� ,�ZDV�SUHSDULQJ
WKHVH� PDQ\� \HDUV�� ,� UHDG� D� VSHHFK� E\� WKH
6SDQLVK�ZULWHU�'RQRVR�&RUWH]� LQ�ZKLFK�KH
VSRNH�RI �WKH�JUHDWQHVV�RI�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�RI �LWV
FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR� ZRUOG� OLWHUDWXUH�� +H� FRQ�
FOXGHG�ZLWK�D�SDUDJUDSK�LQ�ZKLFK�KH�VSRNH�RI
WKH� %LEOH� DV� WKH� ERRN� RI� *RG� IRU� PHQ�� ,
XQGHUVWRRG�WKHQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�%LEOH
DV�D�ERRN�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��

,Q�RXU�KRPH�ZH�KDG�D�EHDXWLIXO�%LEOH�LQ
ZKLFK�ZH�QRWHG�PDUULDJHV��GHDWKV�DQG�ELUWKV�
D� %LEOH� ZKLFK� ZDV� D� VLOHQW� ZLWQHVV� WR� WKH
DFWLYLWLHV�RI�RXU�KRPH��DQG�D�ZLWQHVV�ZKLFK
QHYHU� VSRNH� WR� XV� EHFDXVH� ZH� ZHUH� QHYHU
WDXJKW� WR� UHDG� LW��$V� ,� EHJDQ� WR� UHDG� VRPH
SDUWV��PDQ\�GRXEWV�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�ZLWKLQ�PH�
DQG�,�ZDQWHG�WR�UHVROYH�WKHP��,�EHOLHYHG�WKDW
,� VKRXOG�JHW�FORVHU�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�OLYHG�ZKDW
WKH�%LEOH�WDXJKW��7KXV�,�ZHQW�WR�D�3URWHVWDQW
&KULVWLDQ�IULHQG�IURP�ZKRP�,�ERXJKW�D�%LEOH
DQG�ZLWK�ZKRP� ,� KDG�PDQ\� GLVFXVVLRQV�� ,
WRRN� WKHLU� FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�FRXUVH��EXW� WKHUH
ZHUH�PDQ\�TXHVWLRQV�VWLOO�XQUHVROYHG��

2QFH�ZKHQ�DWWHQGLQJ�D�3URWHVWDQW�\RXQJ
SHRSOH·V�PHHWLQJ�,�ZDV�VXUSULVHG�DW�WKH�NQRZO�
HGJH� WKHVH�SHRSOH�KDG�RI � WKH�%LEOH��2Q�P\
ELUWKGD\� P\� 3URWHVWDQW� IULHQG� JDYH� PH� D
6FULSWXUH�ERRNPDUN�ZLWK�-RKQ������RQ�LW��WKH
WH[W�ZKLFK�EHFDPH�WKH�NH\�RI�P\�OLIH��´)RU
*RG�VR�ORYHG�WKH�ZRUOG��WKDW�KH�JDYH�KLV�RQO\
EHJRWWHQ�6RQ��WKDW�ZKRVRHYHU�EHOLHYHWK�LQ�KLP
VKRXOG�QRW�SHULVK��EXW�KDYH�HYHUODVWLQJ�OLIH�µ

,�KDG�JRQH�WR�WKH�VHPLQDU\�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW
LQ�WKLV�ZD\�,�FRXOG�JLYH�P\VHOI �WR�WKH�/RUG��,
KDG� FKRVHQ� RQH� RI� WKH� PRVW� QREOH� RI � WKH
RUGHUV�RI �WKH�&KXUFK�EHFDXVH�RI �LWV�WKHRORJL�
DQV��SUHDFKHUV�DQG�VHUYLFH� LQ�WKH�GHIHQVH�RI
WKH� 5RPDQ� &DWKROLF� IDLWK� �WKH� RUGHU� RI
7KRPDV�$TXLQDV�DQG�DOVR�RI �WKH�,QTXLVLWLRQ��
%XW�,�IRXQG�QR�SHDFH�LQ�WKH�VHPLQDU\��

$OZD\V�WKH�/RUG�NHSW�EHIRUH�PH�WKLV�WH[W
RI�-RKQ�������,�EHJDQ�WR�ZRQGHU�ZK\�,�ZDV�LQ
WKH�PRQDVWHU\�LI �LQGHHG�WKH�/RUG�FRXOG�FRP�
SOHWHO\�VDYH�PH��$OO�WKH�SUDFWLFHV�RI �WKH�PRQ�

DVWHU\� DQG� WKH� &KXUFK� ZHUH� H[WUD� DQG� QRW
QHHGHG� LI � VDOYDWLRQ�ZDV� E\� IDLWK³´ZKRVR�
HYHU�EHOLHYHWK�LQ�KLP�VKRXOG�QRW�SHULVK��EXW
KDYH�HYHUODVWLQJ� OLIH�µ� ,�VRXJKW� IRU� WKH�SUDF�
WLFHV�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�LQ�WKH�JRVSHOV�WR�QR�DYDLO�
DQG�RQH�GRXEW�JUHZ�LQWR�DQRWKHU�

7KH�:D\�RI�)DLWK
)URP� P\� VHFRQG� \HDU� RI � VWXG\� ,� ZDV

DFFXVWRPHG�WR�UHDGLQJ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�LQ
*UHHN��&HUWDLQ�YHUVHV�LQ�5RPDQV�VKRZLQJ�WKH
SUH�HPLQHQFH�RI �IDLWK�VHHPHG�YHU\�VWUDQJH�WR
PH³´(YHQ�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI �*RG�ZKLFK
LV�E\�IDLWK�RI �-HVXV�&KULVW�XQWR�DOO�DQG�XSRQ
DOO�WKHP�WKDW�EHOLHYH…7KHUHIRUH�ZH�FRQFOXGH
WKDW� D�PDQ� LV� MXVWLILHG�E\� IDLWK�ZLWKRXW� WKH
GHHGV�RI� WKH� ODZ…%XW� WR�KLP�WKDW�ZRUNHWK
QRW�� EXW�EHOLHYHWK�RQ�KLP� WKDW� MXVWLILHWK� WKH
XQJRGO\�� KLV� IDLWK� LV� FRXQWHG� IRU� ULJKWHRXV�
QHVV…7KHUHIRUH�EHLQJ� MXVWLILHG�E\�IDLWK��ZH
KDYH�SHDFH�ZLWK�*RG�WKURXJK�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV
&KULVW…)RU�&KULVW�LV�WKH�HQG�RI �WKH�ODZ�IRU
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�WR�HYHU\�RQH�WKDW�EHOLHYHWKµ�(Rom
3:22,28; 4:5; 5:1; 10:4)�

$OVR�VHYHUDO�YHUVHV�LQ�*DODWLDQV�SX]]OHG
PH³´7KH� 6FULSWXUH�� IRUHVHHLQJ� WKDW� *RG
ZRXOG� MXVWLI\� WKH� KHDWKHQ� WKURXJK� IDLWK…

7KDW� WKH� SURPLVH� E\� IDLWK� RI � -HVXV� &KULVW
PLJKW�EH�JLYHQ�WR�WKHP�WKDW�EHOLHYH…7KDW�ZH
PLJKW�EH�MXVWLILHG�E\�IDLWK…)RU�\H�DUH�DOO�WKH
FKLOGUHQ�RI�*RG�E\�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXVµ�(Gal
3:8,22,24,26)�� 7KHVH� YHUVHV� IURP�*RG·V�:RUG
ZHUH� VWULSSLQJ�DZD\� WKH�YHU\� IRXQGDWLRQ�RI
P\�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�WKHRORJ\�WKDW�WDXJKW�WKDW
VDOYDWLRQ�LV�QRW�UHFHLYHG�E\�IDLWK��EXW�HDUQHG
WKURXJK�JRRG�ZRUNV��,�KDG�WR�FKRRVH�EHWZHHQ
&DWKROLF�GRFWULQH�RU�*RG·V�:RUG�

7KH�ZD\�RI�IDLWK�VHHPHG�WR�EH�SUHVHQWHG
DV�WKH�&KULVWLDQ·V�VHFXULW\��%XW�ZKHQ�,�DVNHG
P\�SURIHVVRU�RI �H[HJHVLV�DERXW�P\�GRXEWV��KH
DQVZHUHG�PH�LQ�WKH�ZRUGV�RI �6W��-RKQ�&KU\�
VRVWRP��́ 7KH�PRUH�,�UHDG�RI �3DXO��WKH�OHVV�GR
,�XQGHUVWDQG�µ�0\�GRXEWV�EHFDPH�JUHDWHU��

7KH�/RUG�%URXJKW�0H�2XW
%XW� LW�ZDV� WKURXJK� IXUWKHU� VWXG\�RI� WKH

6FULSWXUHV� WKDW� ,� ZDV� EURXJKW� RXW� RI� WKHVH
GRXEWV��7KH�/RUG�PDGH�PH�DQ�HYDQJHOLFDO�DW
KHDUW�� ,� GLG� QRW� EHOLHYH� LQ� WKH� ULWXDO� RI � WKH
&KXUFK��DOWKRXJK�,�ZDV�VWLOO�LQ�LW��,�EHJDQ�WR
EHOLHYH� WKDW�P\�ZKROH� OLIH�ZDV� D� OLH�� ,�ZDV
OLYLQJ�D�OLIH�LQ�ZKLFK�,�GLG�QRW�QRZ�EHOLHYH�

2QH� DIWHUQRRQ� ,� YLVLWHG� DQ� HYDQJHOLFDO
SDVWRU�� ,W� ZDV� GXULQJ� P\� ILUVW� YDFDWLRQ� DW

KRPH�LQ�VHYHQ�\HDUV��:H�VWXGLHG�WKH�:RUG�RI
*RG�WRJHWKHU��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�HOHYHQWK�FKDSWHU
RI�+HEUHZV��WKH�IDLWK�FKDSWHU��*RG�XVHG�WKLV
VWXG\�WR�EULQJ�PH�WR�VHH�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�ZDV�QRW
LQ� P\� UHOLJLRXV� ZRUNV� RU� FHUHPRQLHV�� EXW
UDWKHU�LW�ZDV�LQ�WKH�SHUVRQ�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��,
KDG� RQO\� WR� UHFHLYH� KLP� E\� IDLWK³´%XW� DV
PDQ\�DV�UHFHLYHG�KLP��WR�WKHP�JDYH�KH�SRZHU
WR�EHFRPH�WKH�VRQV�RI �*RG��HYHQ�WR�WKHP�WKDW
EHOLHYH�RQ�KLV�QDPH��ZKLFK�ZHUH�ERUQ��QRW�RI
EORRG��QRU�RI �WKH�ZLOO�RI �WKH�IOHVK��QRU�RI �WKH
ZLOO�RI �PDQ��EXW�RI�*RGµ�(John 1:12,13)��7KURXJK
WKH�JUDFH�RI�*RG�,�EHOLHYHG�LQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV
&KULVW�DQG�UHFHLYHG�KLP�ZLWK�DOO�P\�KHDUW�

,�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�-HVXV�GLHG�IRU�PH��́ WKH�-XVW
IRU�WKH�XQMXVWµ�(1 Peter 3:18)��WKDW�´KH�ORYHG�PH
DQG�JDYH�KLPVHOI �IRU�PHµ�(Gal 2:20)��WKDW�ZKHQ
KH�FULHG��́ ,W�LV�ILQLVKHG�µ�WKH�ZKROH�RI�P\�VLQV
IURP�ILUVW�WR�ODVW�ZHUH�SXW�DZD\��IRU�´RQFH�LQ
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�KDWK�KH�DSSHDUHG�WR�SXW
DZD\�VLQ�E\�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI �KLPVHOIµ�(Heb 9:26)�
,� EHOLHYHG� WKDW� KH� DFWXDOO\� EDUH� P\� VLQ� RQ
&DOYDU\·V�FURVV³´:KR�KLV�RZQ�VHOI �EDUH�RXU
VLQV�LQ�KLV�RZQ�ERG\�RQ�WKH�WUHHµ�(1 Peter 2:24)�

,W� ZDV� WKHQ� WKDW� ,�PHW� WKH� 6DYLRXU��+H
EHFDPH�UHDO�WR�P\�VRXO�IRU�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�LQ�P\
HQWLUH�OLIH��+H�GLG�IRU�PH�LQ�D�PRPHQW�ZKDW
UHOLJLRQ�FRXOG�QRW�GR�LQ�D�OLIHWLPH��2OG�WKLQJV
SDVVHG�DZD\��DOO�WKLQJV�EHFDPH�QHZ��,�ZDV�D
´QHZ�FUHDWXUHµ�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�(2 Cor 5:17)�

0\�)DPLO\·V�5HDFWLRQ
$IWHU�P\�FRQYHUVLRQ�WR�&KULVW�PDQ\�SURE�

OHPV�DURVH��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�P\�IDPLO\��0\�IDWKHU
VDLG��´,Q�WZR�KXQGUHG�\HDUV�WKH�6DQWDPDULD
IDPLO\�KDV� QHYHU�KDG� D�PXUGHUHU�� D� WKLHI�� D
SURVWLWXWH��RU�D�3URWHVWDQW³\RX�DUH�WKH�ILUVW�µ
,� KDG� WR� JLYH� XS� D� SUHFLRXV� IDPLO\� RI� VL[
PHPEHUV�IRU�WKH�JRVSHO·V�VDNH��EXW�,�JDLQHG�D
IDPLO\� RI � WKRXVDQGV� RI � WUXH� EHOLHYHUV� LQ
&KULVW�

7KH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�DXWKRULWLHV�WULHG�WR
SXW�PH�LQ�MDLO��EXW�PDQ\�EHOLHYHUV�VWRRG�ZLWK
PH�DQG�WKH�/RUG�GHOLYHUHG�PH�PLUDFXORXVO\�
,�QRZ�VHUYH�WKH�/RUG�DV�D�PLVVLRQDU\�WR�WKH
&DWKROLF�SHRSOH�SUHDFKLQJ�WR�WKHP�QRQH�EXW
-HVXV³´+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�RQ�KLP�LV�QRW�FRQ�
GHPQHG…7KLV� LV� WKH�ZRUN�RI �*RG�� WKDW�\H
EHOLHYH�RQ�KLP�ZKRP�KH�KDWK�VHQW…7KHUH�
IRUH� EHLQJ� MXVWLILHG� E\� IDLWK��ZH�KDYH�SHDFH
ZLWK�*RG�WKURXJK�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW…+H
WKDW�KDWK�WKH�6RQ�KDWK�OLIH��DQG�KH�WKDW�KDWK
QRW�WKH�6RQ�RI �*RG�KDWK�QRW�OLIHµ�(John 3:18; 6:29;
Rom 5:1; 1 John 5:12)���

-RKQ�=DQRQ

��,�)RXQG�&KULVW�WKH�2QO\�0HGLDWRU��
-� ZDV� ERUQ� LQ� ����� WR� SRRU� EXW� GHYRXW

5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�SDUHQWV�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�,WDO\�
)ROORZLQJ�P\�RUGLQDWLRQ�E\�&DUGLQDO�5RVVL�
���-XQH�������,�ZDV�VHQW�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

$�IHZ�\HDUV�ODWHU�,�ZDV�JLYHQ�D�WDEOH�UDGLR
DV�D�ELUWKGD\�JLIW��7R�P\�VXUSULVH�DQG�MR\�,
ZDV� DEOH� WR� UHFHLYH� VRPH� 3URWHVWDQW� SUR�
JUDPV��:KDW�LPSUHVVHG�PH�PRVW�DERXW�WKHP
ZDV� WKHLU� HPSKDVLV�RQ� WKH�%LEOH�� ,W� VHHPHG
WKDW� WKHVH� SUHDFKHUV� ZHUH� IXOILOOLQJ� &KULVW·V
PDQGDWH�WR�´SUHDFK�WKH�JRVSHO�WR�HYHU\�FUHD�
WXUHµ� (Mark 16:15)��,Q�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�SURYH�KRZ
ULJKW�,�ZDV�LQ�EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK
DQG�KRZ�ZURQJ�WKH\�ZHUH�ZKR�ZHUH�RXWVLGH
RI�LW��,�EHJDQ�WR�UHDG�WKH�%LEOH�HDUQHVWO\�DQG
SUD\HUIXOO\��7KH�PRUH�,�UHDG�DQG�WKH�KDUGHU�,
SUD\HG�WR�*RG��WKH�PRUH�FOHDUO\�,�XQGHUVWRRG
KRZ�ZURQJ�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�5RPH�ZDV�

6DOYDWLRQ�1RW�LQ�WKH�&KXUFK
,� ZDV� WDXJKW� WKDW� VDOYDWLRQ� ZDV� LQ� WKH

&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��EXW�WKH�%LEOH�FOHDUO\�VD\V�
´%XW�DV�PDQ\�DV�UHFHLYHG�KLP��WR�WKHP�JDYH
KH�SRZHU� WR�EHFRPH� WKH� VRQV�RI �*RGµ� (John
1:12)��´+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�RQ�WKH�6RQ�KDWK�HYHU�
ODVWLQJ� OLIHµ� (John 3:36)�� ´7R� KLP� JLYH� DOO� WKH
SURSKHWV�ZLWQHVV��WKDW�WKURXJK�KLV�QDPH�ZKR�
VRHYHU�EHOLHYHWK�LQ�KLP�VKDOO�UHFHLYH�UHPLVVLRQ
RI�VLQVµ�(Acts 10:43)��7KH�%LEOH�ZDV�FOHDU�RQ�WKLV
DOO�LPSRUWDQW�PDWWHU�RI�ZKHUH�VDOYDWLRQ�LV³
´%HLQJ� MXVWLILHG� IUHHO\� E\�KLV� JUDFH� WKURXJK
WKH�UHGHPSWLRQ�WKDW�LV�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�(Rom 3:24)�
%HLQJ�D�3ULHVW�&RXOG�1RW�6DYH�0H
(YHQ�EHLQJ�D�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�SULHVW�GLG

QRW�DVVXUH�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI �P\�VRXO��,�FDPH�WR
UHDOL]H�WKDW�P\�]HDO�DQG�JRRG�ZRUNV�DV�D�SULHVW
FRXOG�QRW�VDYH�PH��´)RU�E\�JUDFH�DUH�\H�VDYHG
WKURXJK�IDLWK��DQG�WKDW�QRW�RI �\RXUVHOYHV��LW�LV
WKH�JLIW�RI �*RG��QRW�RI�ZRUNV��OHDVW�DQ\�PDQ
VKRXOG�ERDVWµ�(Eph 2:8,9)��́ 1RW�E\�ZRUNV�RI�ULJK�
WHRXVQHVV�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�GRQH��EXW�DFFRUGLQJ
WR�KLV�PHUF\�KH�VDYHG�XVµ�(Titus 3:5)�

7KLV� VKRRN�P\� IDLWK� LQ� &DWKROLF� WHDFK�
LQJV��8QWLO�QRZ�,�KDG�EOLQGO\�DFFHSWHG�DOO�RI
ZKDW�5RPH�VDLG��$�&DWKROLF�KDV�QR�FKRLFH�
HLWKHU� KH� DFFHSWV�5RPH·V� GRFWULQHV�ZLWKRXW
TXHVWLRQ��RU�KH�LV�H[FRPPXQLFDWHG��%HFDXVH
,�ZDV�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�GRXEW�HYHU\WKLQJ��,�VWDUWHG
VHDUFKLQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�PRUH�GLOLJHQWO\�WKDQ
HYHU�



2QO\�2QH�6DFULILFH�IRU�6LQ
7KH�&DWKROLF�FKXUFK�WHDFKHV�WKDW�&KULVW·V

VDFULILFH�LV�WR�EH�FRQWLQXRXVO\�RIIHUHG�LQ�WKH
0DVV��EXW�,�IRXQG�WKH�%LEOH�VD\V�WKDW�&KULVW·V
VDFULILFH�LV�QHYHU�WR�EH�UHSHDWHG��,W�LV�FRPSOHWH�
ILQLVKHG��DQG�DOO�VXIILFLHQW�´:KR�QHHGHWK�QRW
GDLO\�DV�WKRVH�KLJK�SULHVWV��WR�RIIHU�XS�VDFUL�
ILFH�� ILUVW� IRU�KLV�RZQ� VLQV�� DQG� WKHQ� IRU� WKH
SHRSOH·V��IRU�WKLV�KH�GLG�RQFH��ZKHQ�KH�RIIHUHG
XS� KLPVHOI…1HLWKHU� E\� WKH� EORRG� RI� JRDWV
DQG�FDOYHV��EXW�E\�KLV�RZQ�EORRG�KH�HQWHUHG
LQ�RQFH� LQWR�WKH�KRO\�SODFH��KDYLQJ�REWDLQHG
HWHUQDO�UHGHPSWLRQ�IRU�XV…�%\�WKH�ZKLFK�ZLOO
ZH�DUH�VDQFWLILHG�WKURXJK�WKH�RIIHULQJ�RI�WKH
ERG\�RI �-HVXV�&KULVW�RQFH�IRU�DOO…)RU�E\�RQH
RIIHULQJ�KH�KDWK�SHUIHFWHG�IRU�HYHU�WKHP�WKDW
DUH�VDQFWLILHGµ�(Heb 7:27; 9:12; 10:10,14)�

2QO\�2QH�0HGLDWRU
,�EHJDQ�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�DOO�WKHVH�GRFWULQHV

RI � WKH� VR�FDOOHG� ´RQO\� WUXH� &KXUFKµ� ZHUH
QRWKLQJ�EXW�5RPDQ�LQYHQWLRQV��3XUVXLQJ�P\
VWXGLHV� IXUWKHU�� ,� OHDUQHG� WKDW� GHYRWLRQV� WR
0DU\�ZHUH�QRW�HYHQ�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�
0DU\�KHUVHOI � GLUHFWHG� WKH� DWWHQGDQWV� DW� WKH
PDUULDJH�RI �&DQD�WR�JR�WR�-HVXV��́ :KDWVRHYHU
KH�VDLWK�XQWR�\RX��GR�LWµ�(John 2:5)��,�KDG�EHHQ
WDXJKW� WR� EHOLHYH� WKDW�0DU\� LV� DQ� DGYRFDWH
EHIRUH� WKH� )DWKHU� LQ� KHDYHQ�� <HW� WKH� %LEOH
VD\V��´,I �DQ\�PDQ�VLQ��ZH�KDYH�DQ�DGYRFDWH
ZLWK�WKH�)DWKHU��-HVXV�&KULVW�WKH�ULJKWHRXVµ�(1
John 2:1)��7KH�%LEOH�QHYHU�HOHYDWHV�0DU\�WR�WKH
SRVLWLRQ� RI � ´PHGLDWUL[µ� DV� WKH� 5RPDQ
&KXUFK�WHDFKHV��EXW�LW�GRHV�GHFODUH�WKDW�-HVXV
LV�WKH�RQH�DQG�RQO\�PHGLDWRU��´7KHUH�LV�RQH
*RG�� DQG� RQH� PHGLDWRU� EHWZHHQ� *RG� DQG
PHQ��WKH�PDQ�&KULVW�-HVXVµ�(1 Tim 2:5)�

7KH�IXQFWLRQ�RI�D�PHGLDWRU�DQG�DQ�DGYR�
FDWH�LV�WR�LQWHUFHGH�RQ�EHKDOI �RI �RWKHUV��&DWKR�
OLF� WUDGLWLRQ� DVVLJQV� WKLV� SRVLWLRQ� WR� 0DU\�
ZKHUHDV�*RG·V�:RUG�H[DOWV�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�DV
WKH�RQO\� LQWHUFHVVRU�� ´,W� LV�&KULVW� WKDW�GLHG�
\HD�UDWKHU��WKDW�LV�ULVHQ�DJDLQ��ZKR�LV�HYHQ�DW
WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�RI �*RG��ZKR�DOVR�PDNHWK�LQ�
WHUFHVVLRQ�IRU�XV…:KHUHIRUH�KH�LV�DEOH�DOVR
WR�VDYH�WKHP�WR�WKH�XWWHUPRVW�WKDW�FRPH�XQWR
*RG� E\� KLP�� VHHLQJ�KH� HYHU� OLYHWK� WR�PDNH
LQWHUFHVVLRQ� IRU� WKHP…&KULVW� LV�QRW� HQWHUHG
LQWR� WKH�KRO\�SODFHV�PDGH�ZLWK�KDQGV…EXW
LQWR�KHDYHQ�LWVHOI��QRZ�WR�DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�SUHV�
HQFH�RI�*RG�IRU�XVµ�(Rom 8:34; Heb 7:25; 9:24)��0DU\
LV� QHYHU�PHQWLRQHG� DV� DQ� LQWHUFHVVRU� LQ� WKH
%LEOH�� 7KH� 5RPDQ� &DWKROLF� &KXUFK� KDV
VWULSSHG�-HVXV�&KULVW�RI �WKHVH�JORULRXV�WLWOHV³

$GYRFDWH�� 0HGLDWRU�� DQG� ,QWHUFHVVRU³DQG
GURSSHG� WKHP� LQWR� 0DU\·V� ODS� LQVWHDG�� ,I
0DU\�LV�VR�H[DOWHG��ZK\�GRHV�WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO
PDNH�VXFK�D�VWDWHPHQW�DV�WKLV��´)RU�,�GHWHU�
PLQHG�QRW�WR�NQRZ�DQ\�WKLQJ�DPRQJ�\RX��VDYH
-HVXV�&KULVW��DQG�KLP�FUXFLILHGµ�(1 Cor 2:2)"

,�IRXQG�WKDW�´SUD\LQJ�WR�VDLQWVµ�LV�QHYHU
PHQWLRQHG� LQ� WKH� %LEOH�� DQG� DOVR� WKDW� WKH
&DWKROLF�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�D�´VDLQWµ�LV�XQELEOLFDO�
,�KDG�EHHQ�WDXJKW�WKDW�D�VDLQW�LV�RQH�RI�D�VHOHFW
IHZ�ZKR��EHFDXVH�RI �WKHLU�JRRG�ZRUNV�ZKLOH
DOLYH��ZHUH� GHFODUHG� E\� WKH�&KXUFK� WR� EH� D
´VDLQWµ�DIWHU�GHDWK��%XW�WKH�%LEOH�WHDFKHV�WKDW
DOO�RI�*RG·V�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VDLQWV��3DXO�ZURWH�WR
DOO�WKH�&KULVWLDQV�LQ�5RPH��´7R�DOO�WKDW�EH�LQ
5RPH��EHORYHG�RI�*RG��FDOOHG�WR�EH�VDLQWVµ
(Rom 1:7)��0DQ\�RWKHU�YHUVHV�H[SUHVV�WKLV�VDPH
WUXWK��´8QWR�PH��ZKR�DP�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�OHDVW
RI�DOO�VDLQWV��LV�WKLV�JUDFH�JLYHQ��WKDW�,�VKRXOG
SUHDFK�DPRQJ�WKH�*HQWLOHV�WKH�XQVHDUFKDEOH
ULFKHV�RI�&KULVW…$QG�KH�JDYH�VRPH��DSRVWOHV�
DQG� VRPH�� SURSKHWV�� DQG� VRPH�� HYDQJHOLVWV�
DQG�VRPH��SDVWRUV�DQG�WHDFKHUV��IRU�WKH�SHU�
IHFWLQJ�RI�WKH�VDLQWV��IRU�WKH�ZRUN�RI �WKH�PLQ�
LVWU\��IRU�WKH�HGLI\LQJ�RI�WKH�ERG\�RI�&KULVWµ
(Eph 3:8; 4:11,12)�

,�OHDUQHG�WKDW�WKH�WKRXVDQG�DQG�RQH�GHYR�
WLRQV� WR� WKH� VDLQWV� ZHUH� DOO� LQYHQWLRQV� RI
5RPH�� -HVXV�&KULVW� LV� RXU� RQO\� LQWHUFHVVRU�
DQG�KH�LQYLWHV�XV�WR�FRPH�WR�KLP��́ &RPH�XQWR
PH��DOO�\H�WKDW�ODERXU�DQG�DUH�KHDY\�ODGHQ��DQG
,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�UHVWµ�(Matt 11:28)��+H�GHFODUHV�WKDW
WKHUH�LV�QR�RWKHU�ZD\�WR�*RG�EXW�WKURXJK�KLP�
´,�DP�WKH�ZD\��WKH�WUXWK��DQG�WKH�OLIH��QR�PDQ
FRPHWK�XQWR�WKH�)DWKHU��EXW�E\�PHµ�(John 14:6)�

)RU� WKH� ILUVW� WLPH� LQ� P\� OLIH� LW� EHFDPH
FU\VWDO�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI �WKH�5RPDQ
&DWKROLF� &KXUFK� ZHUH� ZURQJ�� ,� QR� ORQJHU
ORRNHG�LQ�WKDW�GLUHFWLRQ�IRU�P\�VDOYDWLRQ��P\
H\HV�ZHUH�WXUQHG�WR�&KULVW��DQG�&KULVW�DORQH�
,�JDYH�WKDQNV�WR�*RG�IRU�WKH�OLJKW�WKDW�KH�JDYH
PH� LQ�P\� GDUNQHVV�� +H� OLJKWHQHG�P\� SDWK
WKURXJK�KLV�:RUG³´7K\�ZRUG�LV�D�ODPS�XQWR
P\�IHHW��DQG�D�OLJKW�XQWR�P\�SDWKµ�(Psalm 119:105)�

/HDYLQJ�$OO�IRU�&KULVW
,�KDG�QR�FKRLFH�EXW�WR�OHDYH�WKH�5RPDQ

&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��,�EHJDQ�IRUPXODWLQJ�SODQV�
EXW� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� IULJKWHQHG�PH�� ,� NQHZ�P\
SDUHQWV�DQG�EURWKHUV�ZRXOG�EH�KXUW�DQG�WKH
5RPDQ�&DWKROLFV�ZRXOG�IHHO�,�KDG�GLVJUDFHG
WKHP��,W�ZRXOG�DOVR�FRVW�PH�PDQ\�OLIH�ORQJ
IULHQGV��VHFXULW\��SUHVWLJH��DQG�D�FRPIRUWDEOH

OLIH��,�GHOD\HG�DQG�SUD\HG��
)LQDOO\�WKH�YRLFH�RI �WKH�/RUG�FDPH�FOHDU

DQG�ILUP��´7KLQN�QRW�WKDW�,�DP�FRPH�WR�VHQG
SHDFH�RQ�HDUWK��,�FDPH�QRW�WR�VHQG�SHDFH��EXW
D� VZRUG�� )RU� ,� DP� FRPH� WR� VHW� D� PDQ� DW
YDULDQFH�DJDLQVW�KLV�IDWKHU��DQG�WKH�GDXJKWHU
DJDLQVW�KHU�PRWKHU��DQG�WKH�GDXJKWHU�LQ�ODZ
DJDLQVW�KHU�PRWKHU�LQ�ODZ��$QG�D�PDQ·V�IRHV
VKDOO�EH�WKH\�RI �KLV�RZQ�KRXVHKROG��+H�WKDW
ORYHWK�IDWKHU�RU�PRWKHU�PRUH�WKDQ�PH�LV�QRW
ZRUWK\� RI� PH�� DQG� KH� WKDW� ORYHWK� VRQ� RU
GDXJKWHU�PRUH�WKDQ�PH�LV�QRW�ZRUWK\�RI �PH�
$QG� KH� WKDW� WDNHWK� QRW� KLV� FURVV�� DQG� IRO�
ORZHWK�DIWHU�PH��LV�QRW�ZRUWK\�RI �PH��+H�WKDW
ILQGHWK�KLV�OLIH�VKDOO�ORVH�LW��DQG�KH�WKDW�ORVHWK
KLV�OLIH�IRU�P\�VDNH�VKDOO�ILQG�LWµ�(Matt 10:34-39)�

0\�IDPLO\��P\�IULHQGV��P\�DVVRFLDWHV��DQG
P\�OLIH�PHDQW�QRWKLQJ�WR�PH�DQ\�PRUH��ZKHQ
FRPSDUHG�WR�&KULVW��+H�KDG�EHFRPH�P\�´DOO
DQG�LQ�DOOµ�(Col 3:11)��7KH�FU\�RI �P\�KHDUW�ZDV
WKDW�RI �WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO³´*RG�IRUELG�WKDW�,
VKRXOG�JORU\�� VDYH� LQ� WKH�FURVV�RI �RXU�/RUG
-HVXV�&KULVW��E\�ZKRP�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�FUXFLILHG
XQWR�PH��DQG�,�XQWR�WKH�ZRUOGµ�(Gal 6:14)�

(YHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�KDG�PHDQW�VRPHWKLQJ�WR
PH� DW� RQH� WLPH� KDG� ORVW� LWV� DWWUDFWLRQ��7KH
JORU\�RI �&KULVW�HFOLSVHG�WKH�JORU\�RI�LW�DOO³
´%XW�ZKDW� WKLQJV�ZHUH� JDLQ� WR�PH�� WKRVH� ,
FRXQWHG�ORVV�IRU�&KULVW��<HD�GRXEWOHVV��DQG�,
FRXQW�DOO�WKLQJV�EXW�ORVV�IRU�WKH�H[FHOOHQF\�RI
WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI �&KULVW�-HVXV�P\�/RUG��IRU
ZKRP�,�KDYH�VXIIHUHG�WKH� ORVV�RI �DOO�WKLQJV�
DQG�GR�FRXQW�WKHP�EXW�GXQJ��WKDW�,�PD\�ZLQ
&KULVW��DQG�EH�IRXQG�LQ�KLP��QRW�KDYLQJ�PLQH
RZQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��ZKLFK�LV�RI � WKH� ODZ��EXW
WKDW�ZKLFK�LV�WKURXJK�WKH�IDLWK�RI �&KULVW��WKH
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZKLFK�LV�RI �*RG�E\�IDLWK��WKDW
,�PD\�NQRZ�KLP��DQG�WKH�SRZHU�RI �KLV�UHVXU�
UHFWLRQ��DQG�WKH�IHOORZVKLS�RI�KLV�VXIIHULQJV�
EHLQJ�PDGH�FRQIRUPDEOH�XQWR�KLV�GHDWKµ�(Phil
3:7-10)�

7UXVWLQJ�&KULVW��DQG�ZDONLQJ�ZLWK�KLP��,
KDYH�FRPH�WR�NQRZ�E\�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�WUXWK�RI
KLV�SURPLVH��´7KHUH�LV�QR�PDQ�WKDW�KDWK�OHIW
KRXVH�� RU� SDUHQWV�� RU� EUHWKUHQ�� RU� ZLIH�� RU
FKLOGUHQ��IRU�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG·V�VDNH��ZKR
VKDOO�QRW�UHFHLYH�PDQLIROG�PRUH�LQ� WKLV�SUH�
VHQW�WLPH��DQG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�FRPH�OLIH�HYHU�
ODVWLQJµ�(Luke 18:29,30)���
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�<HVWHUGD\��D�3ULHVW���
7RGD\��D�0LVVLRQDU\

&RUQ�LQ�%HOOR��$QWLRTXLD��&RORPELD��RQ���
�-XQH�������,�ILUVW�ZHQW�WR�VFKRRO�LQ�WKH

,QVWLWXWH�0DQXHO�-RVp�&DLHLGR��WDXJKW�E\�WKH
&KULVWLDQ�%URWKHUV��DQ�RUGHU�ZKRVH�ZRUN� LV
WHDFKLQJ�FKLOGUHQ��+HUH�,�VWXGLHG�IRU�VL[�\HDUV�
$IWHU�WKLV��,�VWXGLHG�LQ�WKH�VFKRRO�RI �WKH�6DOH�
VLDQ� )DWKHUV� IRU� ILYH� \HDUV��0\� ODVW� \HDU� RI
KLJK�VFKRRO�,�VWXGLHG�LQ�%RJRWD��WKH�FDSLWDO�RI
&RORPELD��ZLWK�WKH�'RPLQLFDQ�)DWKHUV��
&OLPELQJ�WKH�(FFOHVLDVWLFDO�/DGGHU
$IWHU�OHDYLQJ�KLJK�VFKRRO��,�UHFHLYHG�WKH

KDELW�RI �WKH�'RPLQLFDQ�2UGHU�DQG�EHJDQ�P\
QRYLWLDWH�\HDU��,�ZRUH�WKH�ZKLWH�UREH�DQG�EODFN
FDSH�RI� WKH�QRYLWLDWH��0\�KHDG�ZDV� VKDYHG
OHDYLQJ�MXVW�D�IULQJH�RI�KDLU��7KDW�\HDU�,�ZDV
VWXG\LQJ�WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�ODZV��FXVWRPV��RE�
OLJDWLRQV�DQG�SULYLOHJHV�RI�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�OLIH�LQ
WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�

,W�ZDV�D�\HDU�RI�KDUG�ZRUN��7KH�UHVWULFWLYH
UHJLPHQ� IRUEDGH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�ZLWK�RXW�
VLGHUV��:H�ZHUH�QHYHU�DOORZHG� WR�HDW�PHDW�
H[FHSW�RQ�FHUWDLQ�KROLGD\V��(YHU\�)ULGD\�ZH
KDG� WR� IDVW�� 'DLO\�ZH� SUD\HG� DQG� VDQJ� WKH
SVDOPV� LQ�/DWLQ��(YHU\�GD\�ZH�EHJDQ� LQ�VL�
OHQFH�DQG�UHPDLQHG�VR�H[FHSW�IRU�SUD\HU��XQWLO
�������2Q�6XQGD\�ZH�KDG�WR�FRQIHVV�RXU�VLQV
EHIRUH� RXU� FODVVPDWHV� DQG� RXU� VXSHULRUV�
2IWHQ�RIIHQGHUV�ZHUH�PDGH�WR�OLH�LQ�WKH�GRRU�
ZD\�ZKHUH�EURWKHU�SULHVWV�ZRXOG�ZDON�RYHU
WKHLU�SURVWUDWH�IRUPV�

,�PDGH�D�SURPLVH�WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�RUGHU
IRU� WKUHH� \HDUV�� ,PPHGLDWHO\� ,� EHJDQ� P\
SKLORVRSKLFDO� VWXGLHV�� 'XULQJ� WKHVH� WKUHH
\HDUV�,�VSHQW�P\�WLPH�VWXG\LQJ�PHWDSK\VLFV�
FRVPRORJ\�� SV\FKRORJ\�� PHWKRGRORJ\�� WKH
KLVWRU\�RI�SKLORVRSK\��*UHHN�DQG�+HEUHZ�

$IWHUZDUGV�,�PDGH�P\�VROHPQ�YRZV��WKHQ
,�EHJDQ�P\�WKHRORJLFDO�VWXGLHV��,Q�WKDW�\HDU�
������,�PHW�WKH�PRVW�SURJUHVVLYH�WKLQNHUV�RI
WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��$W�WKH�HQG�RI �WKH�\HDU�,
UHFHLYHG�P\�ILUVW�RUGHU��DQRWKHU�VWHS�XS� WKH
HFFOHVLDVWLFDO� ODGGHU�� ,Q� P\� VHFRQG� \HDU� RI
WKHRORJLFDO� VWXGLHV�� ,� UHFHLYHG� WZR�PRUH�RU�

the story of
��&DWKROLF�3ULHVWV


