
3RODQG��FOHUJ\�VH[�DEXVH�FDVHV�DQG�WKH�HQVXLQJ�FRYHU�XSV�KDYH
SURYHQ� WR� EH� D� ZRUOGZLGH� SUREOHP�� 7KLV� SDVW� VSULQJ�� WKUHH
OHDGLQJ� ELVKRSV� UHVLJQHG� LQ� (XURSH�� 6FRUHV� RI � RWKHU� FOHUJ\
DFURVV�WKH�JOREH�KDYH�IDFHG�ODZVXLWV��FULPLQDO�FDVHV��DQG�SXEOLF
DOOHJDWLRQV�RI �VH[XDO�DEXVH�RU�FRYHU�XS…,W�LV�QRW�DERXW�RQH
PDQ�RU�RQH�FRXQWU\��LW�LV�DERXW�DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�2

:KLOH�PDQ\�&DWKROLFV�LQ�WKH�8�6�$��KDYH�EHJXQ�FDOOLQJ�IRU�WKH
H[SRVXUH�RI� WKH� IDFWV�� UHPRYDO�RI� FRUUXSW�ELVKRSV�� UHIRUP�
UHGUHVV�DQG�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�� WKH�9DWLFDQ�KDV�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV
RUGHUHG�WKH�VWULFWHVW�VHFUHF\�LQ�FKLOG�DEXVH�FRYHU�XS�FDVHV�
7KH�RUGHU��ZULWWHQ�LQ�/DWLQ��ZDV�VHQW�IURP�WKH�9DWLFDQ�LQ�����
DQG�LV�PDUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�VHDO�RI �3RSH�-RKQ�;;,,,…7KH�GRFX�
PHQW�VWDWHV��´0DWWHUV�VKRXOG�EH�SXUVXHG�LQ�D�PRVW�VHFUHWLYH
ZD\…WKH\�DUH� WR�EH� UHVWUDLQHG�E\�D�SHUSHWXDO� VLOHQFH…DQG
HYHU\RQH�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�WKH�WULEXQDO�LQ�DQ\�ZD\…LV�WR�REVHUYH
WKH�VWULFWHVW�VHFUHW��ZKLFK�LV�FRPPRQO\�UHJDUGHG�DV�D�VHFUHW�RI
WKH�+RO\�2IILFH…XQGHU�WKH�SHQDOW\�RI �H[FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�··3

6LQFH�������5RPH�KDV�ZDUQHG�KHU�FDUGLQDOV��DUFKELVKRSV�DQG
ELVKRSV�WR�NHHS�WKH�FOHUJ\�VH[XDO�DEXVH�VHFUHW��7KH�SUHVV�KDV
EHJXQ�WR�H[SRVH�WKLV�FODQGHVWLQH�OHJLVODWLRQ�
7KH�KLHUDUFK\�RI �WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�KDV�EHHQ�LQVWUXFWHG�E\
WKH�9DWLFDQ�DW�OHDVW�VLQFH������WR�NHHS�FHUWDLQ�FDVHV�RI �FOHUJ\
VH[XDO�DEXVH�VHFUHW�XQGHU�SDLQ�RI �H[FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��DFFRUG�
LQJ�WR�%RVWRQ�ODZ\HU�&DUPHQ�/��'XUVR��$�FRS\�RI �WKH�GLUHFWLYH
ZDV�VHQW�\HVWHUGD\�WR�8�6��$WWRUQH\�0LFKDHO�-��6XOOLYDQ�DW�KLV
%RVWRQ�RIILFH�E\�0U��'XUVR��ZKR�VDLG�LW�PLJKW�DOVR�H[SODLQ�ZK\
&DUGLQDO�%HUQDUG�)��/DZ�DQG�ELVKRSV�RI �WKH�%RVWRQ�$UFKGLR�
FHVH� DQG�HOVHZKHUH� FRYHUHG�XS� VH[XDO� DEXVH�RI � FKLOGUHQ�E\
FOHUJ\…3DXO� %DLHU�� SUHVLGHQW� RI � 6XUYLYRUV� )LUVW�� D� YLFWLPV·
DGYRFDF\�JURXS��ZKR�LV�DOVR�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�GRFXPHQW��FDOOHG
WKH�FKXUFK·V�DFWLRQ�LQ�FRQFHDOLQJ�LQVWDQFHV�RI �VH[XDO�DEXVH�´D
FRRUGLQDWHG�HIIRUW�RI �FRQVSLUDF\�µ�%U\DQ�6PLWK�RI �+XEEDUG�
VWRQ��:RUFHVWHU�DUHD�OHDGHU�RI �6XUYLYRUV�1HWZRUN�RI �7KRVH�$EXVHG
E\�3ULHVWV��VDLG�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�ZKR�FRYHUHG�XS�IRU�SULHVWV
´VKRXOG�EH�SURVHFXWHG��,I �LW�ZHUH�DQ\RQH�HOVH��WKH\�ZRXOG�EH
LQ�MDLO�E\�QRZ�··4

Claim for Excellence of the Catholic Priesthood
)LUVW��WKHQ��SULHVWV�DUH�WR�PDNH�LW�WKHLU�PRVW�FKHULVKHG�REMHFW�WR
PDNH�FOHDU�WR�SHRSOH�WKH�H[FHOOHQFH�DQG�QHFHVVLW\�RI �WKH�SULHVW�
KRRG��7KH\�GR� WKLV� E\� WKHLU� SUHDFKLQJ�DQG�E\� WKH�SHUVRQDO
ZLWQHVV�RI �D� OLIH� WKDW� VKRZV�FOHDUO\�D�VSLULW�RI �VHUYLFH�DQG�D
JHQXLQH�SDVFKDO�MR\��7KHQ�WKH\�VSDUH�QR�WURXEOH�RU�LQFRQYHQ�
LHQFH�LQ�KHOSLQJ�ERWK�\RXWKV�DQG�ROGHU�PHQ�ZKRP�WKH\�SUX�
GHQWO\� FRQVLGHU� VXLWDEOH� IRU� VR� JUHDW� D� PLQLVWU\� WR� SUHSDUH
WKHPVHOYHV�SURSHUO\�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�EH�FDOOHG�DW�VRPH�WLPH�E\
WKH�ELVKRSV…7KH�PHDQLQJ�DQG�H[FHOOHQFH�RI �WKH�SULHVWKRRG�LV
WR�EH�KLJKOLJKWHG�5

2QH�RI�WKH�SULPDU\�MREV�RI�WKH�SULHVW�LV�WR�UHFUXLW�RWKHU�PHQ
IRU�WKH�SULHVWKRRG��7KXV�WKH�P\VWLTXH��SRZHU�DQG�JORU\�RI�WKH
SULHVWKRRG�LV�D�FRPPRQ�WKHPH�ZLWKLQ�&DWKROLFLVP��:KDW�LV
WKLV�FKDUP�DQG�QRELOLW\�WKDW�LV�KHOG�XS�EHIRUH�&DWKROLF�\RXWK
DQG�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�E\�5RPH"�5RPH�GHFODUHV�TXLWH�HPSKDWLFDOO\
WKDW�WKH�SULHVWKRRG��ZKLFK�LV�RIIHUHG�WR�KHU�\RXQJ�PHQ��LV�DQ
LGHQWLFDO�SULHVWKRRG�ZLWK�WKDW�RI �&KULVW�KLPVHOI�
$OO�SULHVWV�VKDUH�ZLWK�ELVKRSV�WKH�RQH�LGHQWLFDO�SULHVWKRRG�DQG
PLQLVWU\� RI � &KULVW�6� 7KH� SULHVW� RIIHUV� WKH� +RO\� 6DFULILFH� LQ
SHUVRQD�&KULVWL��WKLV�PHDQV�PRUH�WKDQ�RIIHULQJ�́ LQ�WKH�QDPH�RIµ
RU�´LQ�WKH�SODFH�RI �&KULVW�µ�,Q�SHUVRQD�PHDQV�LQ�VSHFLILF�VDFUD�
PHQWDO�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�ZLWK�´WKH�(WHUQDO�+LJK�3ULHVW�··7

:KDW� LV� SURSRVHG� EHIRUH� &DWKROLF� \RXWK� LV� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D
VSHFLILF�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�&KULVW�DQG�WKH�SULHVW�
1RZ�WKH�PLQLVWHU��E\� UHDVRQ�RI � WKH� VDFHUGRWDO�FRQVHFUDWLRQ
ZKLFK�KH�KDV�UHFHLYHG��LV�WUXO\�PDGH�OLNH�WR�WKH�KLJK�SULHVW�DQG
SRVVHVVHV�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR�DFW�LQ�WKH�SRZHU�DQG�SODFH�RI �WKH
SHUVRQ�RI �&KULVW�KLPVHOI ��YLUWXWH�DF�SHUVRQD�LSVXLV�&KULVWL ��8

:KDW�GHYRXW�&DWKROLF� \RXWK��ZKR�DVSLUHV� WR�EH� JRRG�DQG
VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�KLV�UHOLJLRXV�OLIH��ZRXOG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�EH�LQ�VXFK
DQ�RIILFH�DV�WR�SRVVHVV�WKH�DXWKRULW\��SRZHU�DQG�YHU\�SULHVW�
KRRG�RI�&KULVW�KLPVHOI "�7KLV�LV�ZKDW�WKH�RIILFLDO�GRFXPHQWV
RI�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�5RPH�GHFODUH��,Q�YHU\�DWWUDFWLYH�WHUPV��WKLV
LV�ZKDW�LV�SXW�LQ�WKH�SRSH·V�DGGUHVVHV��LQ�PDJD]LQHV��DUWLFOHV
DQG�YRFDWLRQ�OHFWXUHV�JLYHQ�LQ�&DWKROLF�VFKRROV�WR�EULQJ�WKH
\RXWK�LQWR�WKH�SULHVWKRRG�

7KH�YHU\�ZRUN�RI �UHGHPSWLRQ�LV�DOVR�GHFODUHG�WR�EH�SDUW�RI
WKH�SULHVWO\�OLIH��9DWLFDQ�&RXQFLO�,,�VWDWHV��´,Q�WKH�P\VWHU\�RI
WKH�HXFKDULVWLF�VDFULILFH��LQ�ZKLFK�SULHVWV�IXOILOO�WKH�SULQFLSOH
IXQFWLRQ��WKH�ZRUN�RI �RXU�UHGHPSWLRQ�LV�FRQWLQXDOO\�FDUULHG�RXW�··9
:KDW�KLJKHU�FDOO�FRXOG�EH�SUHVHQW�EHIRUH�\RXWK�WR�ZKLFK�WKH\
ZRXOG�QRW�ZLVK�LQ�WKHLU�\RXWKIXO�HQWKXVLDVP�WR�DFKLHYH"�7KH\
DUH�WROG�WKDW�DOO�VDFUDPHQWV�DUH�WKH�ZRUN�RI �WKH�SULHVW��DQG
WKDW�WKH\�DUH�HVVHQWLDO�WR�WKH�ZRUN�RI �&KULVW�
%\�%DSWLVP�SULHVWV�LQWURGXFH�PHQ�LQWR�WKH�3HRSOH�RI �*RG��E\
WKH�VDFUDPHQW�RI �3HQDQFH�WKH\�UHFRQFLOH�VLQQHUV�ZLWK�*RG�DQG
WKH�&KXUFK��E\� WKH�$QRLQWLQJ�RI �WKH�6LFN�WKH\�UHOLHYH�WKRVH
ZKR�DUH�LOO��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�E\�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI �WKH�0DVV�WKH\
RIIHU�&KULVW·V�VDFULILFH�VDFUDPHQWDOO\�10

7KH�PRVW�VXEOLPH�SRZHU�DOOHJHG�E\�5RPH�IRU�KHU�SULHVWV�LV
WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�EULQJ�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�DOWDU�WKH�VDPH�VLQJOH�VDFULILFH
WKDW�-HVXV�RIIHUHG�

7KH�VDFULILFH�RI �&KULVW�DQG�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI �WKH�(XFKDULVW�DUH�RQH
VLQJOH�VDFULILFH��7KH�YLFWLP�LV�RQH�DQG�WKH�VDPH��7KH�VDPH�QRZ
RIIHUV�WKURXJK�WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI �SULHVWV��ZKR�WKHQ�RIIHUHG�KLPVHOI
RQ�WKH�FURVV��RQO\�WKH�PDQQHU�RI �RIIHULQJ�LV�GLIIHUHQW…,Q�WKLV
GLYLQH� VDFULILFH� ZKLFK� LV� FHOHEUDWHG� LQ� WKH�0DVV�� WKH� VDPH
&KULVW�ZKR�RIIHUHG�KLPVHOI �RQFH�LQ�D�EORRG\�PDQQHU�RQ�WKH
DOWDU�RI � WKH�FURVV� LV�FRQWDLQHG�DQG� LV�RIIHUHG� LQ�DQ�XQEORRG\
PDQQHU�11

7KLV�FODLPV�WKDW�&KULVW� LV�FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKH�HOHPHQWV�RI � WKH
0DVV��WKDW�KH�LV�RIIHUHG�E\�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�WR�*RG��DQG�WKDW
WKH�RIIHULQJ�LV�LQ�DQ�XQEORRG\�PRGH��1RQH�RI�WKHVH�FODLPV�DUH
WUXH��\HW�WKLV�LV�WKH�DSSHDO�WKDW�WKH�&DWKROLF�SULHVWKRRG�KDV�WR
\RXWK��0DQ\�\RXQJ�PHQ�JR�LQWR�WKH�GLRFHVDQ�VHPLQDULHV�DQG
LQWR�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�RUGHUV��WKH�-HVXLWV��&DUPHOLWHV��'RPLQLFDQV�
)UDQFLVFDQV�DQG�RWKHUV��VR�WKDW�WKH\�PD\�KDYH�D�VKDUH�LQ�WKH
YHU\�SULHVWKRRG�RI �&KULVW�DQG�WKDW�WKH\�PD\�FODLP�WKLV�LGHQ�
WLW\�ZLWK�WKH�+LJK�3ULHVW�KLPVHOI��WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�

The  One  Sacrificial  Priest� ,Q�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�
QR�VDFULILFLDO�SULHVWV�DUH�PHQWLRQHG��RQO\�HOGHUV�DQG�SDVWRUV�
7KHUH�LV�QR�ELEOLFDO�EDVLV�IRU�&DWKROLF�SULHVWV��,Q�&KULVW��DOO
EHOLHYHUV�DUH�SDUW�RI �WKH�UR\DO�SULHVWKRRG�RI �&KULVW�LQ�VSLULWXDO
SUDLVH³EXW�QR�RQH�KDV�D�VKDUH�LQ�KLV�VDFULILFLDO�SULHVWKRRG�

7KH� FRQWUDVW� EHWZHHQ�&KULVW·V� SULHVWKRRG� DQG� WKH�2OG
7HVWDPHQW�SULHVWKRRG�LV�FOHDU��7KRVH�SULHVWV�ZHUH�PHUH�PRUWDO

PHQ��WKHUHIRUH��WKH\�QHHGHG�VXFFHVVRUV��&KULVW��LQ�FRQWUDVW��LV
DQ� HWHUQDO� SULHVW� DQG� KLV� SULHVWKRRG� LV� XQWUDQVIHUDEOH� DQG
QHHGV�QR�VXFFHVVRU��´7KH\�WUXO\�ZHUH�PDQ\�SULHVWV��EHFDXVH
WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�VXIIHUHG�WR�FRQWLQXH�E\�UHDVRQ�RI�GHDWK��EXW�WKLV
PDQ�� EHFDXVH� KH� FRQWLQXHWK� HYHU�� KDWK� DQ� XQFKDQJHDEOH
SULHVWKRRGµ�(Heb 7:23-24)��́ 8QFKDQJHDEOHµ�LQ�WKH�*UHHN�OLWHUDOO\
PHDQV�́ XQWUDQVIHUDEOH�µ�7KLV�LV�WKH�VHQVH�RI �WKH�SDVVDJH��7KH
/HYLWLFDO�SULHVWKRRG�SDVVHG�IURP�RQH�WR�DQRWKHU��7KH�SULHVW�
KRRG�RI�&KULVW�LV�HWHUQDO��DQG�LV�QHYHU�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�DQRWKHU�

´:KHUHIRUH�KH�LV�DEOH�DOVR�WR�VDYH�WKHP�WR�WKH�XWWHUPRVW
WKDW�FRPH�XQWR�*RG�E\�KLP��VHHLQJ�KH�HYHU�OLYHWK�WR�PDNH
LQWHUFHVVLRQ�IRU�WKHPµ�(Heb 7:25)��&KULVW�VDYHV�FRPSOHWHO\�EH�
FDXVH�KH�́ HYHU�OLYHWK�µ�́ :KR�QHHGHWK�QRW�GDLO\��DV�WKRVH�KLJK
SULHVWV��WR�RIIHU�XS�VDFULILFH��ILUVW�IRU�KLV�RZQ�VLQV��DQG�WKHQ�IRU
WKH�SHRSOH·V��IRU�WKLV�KH�GLG�RQFH��ZKHQ�KH�RIIHUHG�XS�KLPVHOI µ
(v 27)��7KH�RWKHU�SULHVWV�EHIRUH�&KULVW�DOO�GLHG��LW�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\
WKDW�WKHLU�RIILFH�VKRXOG�SDVV�WR�RWKHUV��7KH\�ZHUH�VLQIXO�PHQ
DOVR��DQG�LW�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�WKDW�VDFULILFHV�VKRXOG�EH�PDGH�IRU
WKHP��&KULVW�GLG�DZD\�ZLWK�WKDW�SULHVWKRRG�DW�&DOYDU\��´%H�
KROG��WKH�YHLO�RI �WKH�WHPSOH�ZDV�UHQW�LQ�WZDLQ�IURP�WKH�WRS�WR
WKH�ERWWRPµ�(Matt 27:51)��7KLV�VLJQLILHG�WKH�HQG�RI �WKH�/HYLWLFDO
SULHVWKRRG��7KH�RIILFH�RI �PDQ\�SULHVWV�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW
ZDV�GRQH�DZD\�ZLWK�EHFDXVH�WKLV�RQH�SULHVW�FRQWLQXHV�IRUHYHU�

&KULVW�DORQH�ZDV�TXDOLILHG�WR�RIIHU�KLPVHOI³´KRO\��KDUP�
OHVV��XQGHILOHG��VHSDUDWH�IURP�VLQQHUVµ�(Heb 7:26)��+H�LV�WKH�VROH
VDFULILFLDO�SULHVW�RI �WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��+H�ILQLVKHG�WKH�ZRUN
RI�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�E\�RQH�RIIHULQJ��7KH�6FULSWXUHV� UHSHDWHGO\
HVWDEOLVK�WKLV�WUXWK��7KH�VXEVWDQFH�RI�WKLV�LV�LQ�&KULVW·V�GHFOD�
UDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�FURVV��´7HWHOHVWDL�µ�´,W�LV�ILQLVKHGµ�(John 19:30)�

The  One  Sacrifice,  Once  Offered³&KULVW·V�VDFUL�
ILFH�PDUNHG�WKH�IXOILOOPHQW�DQG�HQG�RI�WKH�SULHVWO\�RUGLQDQFHV
RI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW³´WKHUH�LV�QR�PRUH�RIIHULQJ�IRU�VLQµ�(Heb
10:18)�� -HVXV� ´ZKHQ� KH� KDG� E\� KLPVHOI � SXUJHG� RXU� VLQV�� VDW
GRZQ�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�RI �WKH�0DMHVW\�RQ�KLJKµ�(Heb 1:3)��,W�LV
FOHDU�WKDW�&KULVW·V�VDFULILFH�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�RQFH�IRU�DOO��LQ
FRQWUDVW� WR� WKH�PDQ\� VDFULILFHV� WKDW�ZHQW� EHIRUH��´%XW� WKLV
PDQ��DIWHU�KH�KDG�RIIHUHG�RQH�VDFULILFH�IRU�VLQV�IRU�HYHU��VDW
GRZQ�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�RI �*RG…)RU�E\�RQH�RIIHULQJ�KH�KDWK
SHUIHFWHG�IRU�HYHU�WKHP�WKDW�DUH�VDQFWLILHGµ�(Heb 10:12,14)�

7KH�SHUIHFWLRQ�DQG�XQLTXHQHVV�RI�&KULVW·V�VDFULILFH�LV�LQ
WKH�YHU\�IDFW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�VLQJOH�RIIHULQJ�PDGH�RQO\�´RQFH�µ
7KH�FRQFHSW�RQFH�LV�GHHPHG�VR�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�LW�LV�DVVHUWHG
VHYHQ�WLPHV�E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW³´,Q
WKDW�KH�GLHG��KH�GLHG�XQWR�VLQ�RQFHµ�(Rom 6:10)��´6R�&KULVW�ZDV
RQFH�RIIHUHG�WR�EHDU�WKH�VLQV�RI �PDQ\µ�(Heb 9:28)��´&KULVW�DOVR
KDWK�RQFH�VXIIHUHG�IRU�VLQVµ�(1 Peter 3:18; see also Heb 7:27; 9:12,26; 10:10).

Life  as  it  is  Lived  in  Catholic  Seminaries³:HUH
LW� QRW� GRFXPHQWHG� LQ� &DWKROLF� ERRNV12� RQH� ZRXOG� KDUGO\
EHOLHYH�WKH�XWWHU�GHFDGHQFH�LQ�VHPLQDULHV�DQG�LQ�FROOHJHV�WKDW
WUDLQ�PHQ�IRU�WKH�SULHVWKRRG��7KH�VXEFXOWXUH�RI �KRPRVH[XDO�
LW\�LV�UDPSDQW�DFURVV�WKH�8�6�$��3DJH�DIWHU�SDJH�RI �*RRGE\H�
*RRG�0HQ�WHOOV�RI �WKH�KRUULILF�LQIOXHQFH�RI�KRPRVH[XDOLW\�WKDW
KDV�SHUPHDWHG�WKH�\RXWK�LQ�&DWKROLF�VHPLQDULHV��7KH�LGHDOV

RI�\RXWK�DUH�UHSODFHG�E\�XQQDWXUDO� OXVWV� WKDW�KDYH�EHFRPH
SUHYDOHQW� LQ� PDMRU� VHPLQDULHV�� 'RQDOG� &R]]HQV�� OHDGLQJ
&DWKROLF�SULHVW�DQG�UHFWRU�RI �6W��0DU\·V�LQ�&OHYHODQG��2KLR�
�D�OHDGLQJ�8�6��VHPLQDU\��VWDWHV�LQ�KLV�ERRN�RQ�WKH�SULHVWKRRG�
$Q�1%&� UHSRUW�RQ�FHOLEDF\�DQG�WKH�FOHUJ\�IRXQG�WKDW�´DQ\�
ZKHUH�IURP�����WR����µ�RI �WKH�&DWKROLF�FOHUJ\�KDYH�D�KRPR�
VH[XDO�RULHQWDWLRQ��2WKHU�VWXGLHV�ILQG�WKDW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�KDOI
RI �$PHULFDQ�SULHVWV�DQG�VHPLQDULDQV�DUH�KRPRVH[XDO…0RUH�
RYHU�� WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI �JD\�PHQ�DPRQJ� UHOLJLRXV�FRQJUHJD�
WLRQV�RI �SULHVWV�LV�EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�HYHQ�KLJKHU…$W�LVVXH�DW�WKH
EHJLQQLQJ�RI � WKH� WZHQW\�ILUVW� FHQWXU\� LV� WKH�JURZLQJ�SHUFHS�
WLRQ³VHOGRP� FRQWHVWHG� E\� WKRVH�ZKR� NQRZ� WKH� SULHVWKRRG
ZHOO³WKDW�WKH�SULHVWKRRG�LV�RU�LV�EHFRPLQJ�D�JD\�SURIHVVLRQ…

*D\�VHPLQDULDQV�DUH� OLNHO\� WR� IHHO�DW�KRPH�DQG�DW�HDVH� LQ�D
VHPLQDU\�ZLWK� D� VLJQLILFDQW� JD\� SRSXODWLRQ�� 7KH\� IHHO� WKH\
EHORQJ� DQG� WKHLU� QHHG� IRU� PHDQLQJIXO�� GHHS� UHODWLRQVKLSV
ZLWK�RWKHU�JD\�PHQ� LV�HDVLO\�PHW��DQG�EHFDXVH� WKH\� LQVWLQF�
WLYHO\�UHFRJQL]H�RWKHU�JD\�VHPLQDULDQV��FLUFOHV�RI �VXSSRUW�DQG
FDPDUDGHULH� DUH� TXLFNO\� IRUPHG…7KH� VWUDLJKW� VHPLQDULDQ
PHDQZKLOH�� IHHOV� RXW� RI � SODFH� DQG� PD\� LQWHUSUHW� KLV� LQQHU
GHVWDELOL]DWLRQ�DV�D�VLJQ�WKDW�KH�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�D�YRFDWLRQ�WR
WKH�SULHVWKRRG�13

2QH�ZRQGHUV� MXVW� KRZ� WKH�PHQ�ZKR� DUH� VWXG\LQJ� IRU� WKH
SULHVWKRRG³KDYLQJ�EHHQ�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�VXFK�KLJK�LGHDOV�DV
WKHLU� LGHQWLW\�ZLWK�&KULVW³FDQ� VWD\� LQ� WKH� VHPLQDULHV� DQG
FROOHJHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�PHHW�WKH�VWDUN�UHDOLW\�RI�D�JD\�VXEFXOWXUH
DQG�RI �DEQRUPDO�VH[XDOLW\��7R�DQVZHU�WKDW�SUREOHP�RQH�KDV
WR� FRQVLGHU� WKH� SUHVVXUH� SXW� RQ� VRQV� E\� WKHLU�PRWKHUV�� LQ
SDUWLFXODU�� DQG� DOVR� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� \RXWK�� EHFDXVH� RI � WKHLU
LQH[SHULHQFH��DUH�PRUH�HDVLO\�VQDUHG��7KURXJK�WKLV�GHYDVWDW�
LQJ�H[SHULHQFH�DQG� WKH�KRUUHQGRXV�JXLOW� LW� HQJHQGHUV�� WKH\
EHFRPH�WUDSSHG�LQ�WKH�YHU\�YLFHV�WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH�DEKRUUHG
SULRU�WR�HQWHULQJ�WKH�VHPLQDU\��7ZR�KRRNV�FDWFK�WKH�&DWKROLF
\RXWK��)LUVW��WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�WHDFKHV�WKDW�FHOLEDF\�LV�D
ZD\�WR�VKDUH�WKH�ULFK�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�&KULVW��DQG�VHFRQG��WKDW
WKURXJK�WKLV�WUDGLWLRQ��ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�WR�KROG�DV�VDFUHG��WKH\
DUH�FDXJKW�LQ�D�OLIHVW\OH�WKDW�VHHPV�WR�EH�XQEUHDNDEOH�

:K\�WKHQ�LV�LW�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI �WKH�&DWKROLF
SULHVWKRRG�DQG�D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI �WKH�KRUURUV�WKDW�DUH�EHLQJ
IRLVWHG�RQ�&DWKROLFV"�7KH�DQVZHU�LV�WKDW�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK
LV�RQH�KXJH�PRQROLWKLF�GLFWDWRULDO�V\VWHP�WKDW�FRQWLQXHV�WR
SORZ�IRUZDUG�LQ�VSLWH�RI �ZKDW�LV�DSSDUHQW��6KH�FRQWLQXHV�WR
XSKROG�KHU�WHDFKLQJ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI �&KULVW�DQG�WKH
SULHVW��DQG�FRQWLQXHV�WR�VD\�WKDW�SULHVWV�DUH�´RWKHU�&KULVW�µ

7KH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�QRYHO��7KH�3RZHU�DQG�WKH�*ORU\��E\�&DWKR�
OLF�DXWKRU�*UDKDP�*UHHQ��VKRZV�WKH�OLIH�RI �D�/DWLQR�SULHVW
VXQN� LQ� VLQ³QRW�RQO\�GUXQN�ZLWK� OLTXRU�� LPPHUVHG� LQ� LP�
PRUDO� OLYLQJ�DQG�KLV� WHHWK�\HOORZHG� IURP�QLFRWLQH��EXW�VWLOO
EHLQJ� KRQRUHG� DPRQJ� WKH� SHRSOH� DV� RQH� ZKR� JDYH� WKHP
&KULVW·V�IRUJLYHQHVV�IRU�VLQ�LQ�FRQIHVVLRQ�DQG�EDSWL]HG�WKHLU
EDELHV�WR�QHZ�OLIH�LQ�&KULVW��,Q�UHDO�OLIH��WKH�&DWKROLF�SULHVW�
KRRG�LGHDO�FRQWLQXHV�HYHQ�LI �WDUQLVKHG��<RXQJ�PHQ�DUH�FRQ�
WLQXDOO\�VWUXFN��DV�LW�ZHUH��LQ�WKHLU�YLWDO�RUJDQV�E\�WKH�´GXDO
GLVHDVH�µ� OXVW� IRU� SRZHU� DQG� DEQRUPDO� VH[XDO� OXVW�� $QG
5RPH·V�RIILFLDO�WHDFKLQJ�LV�WKDW�D�SULHVW·V�VLQIXOQHVV�GRHV�QRW
REVWUXFW�WKH�JUDFH�WKDW�IORZV�WKURXJK�KLP�DQG�KLV�VDFUDPHQWV�



7KLV�SUHVHQFH�RI �&KULVW�LQ�WKH�PLQLVWHU�LV�QRW�WR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG
DV�LI �WKH�ODWWHU�ZHUH�SUHVHUYHG�IURP�DOO�KXPDQ�ZHDNQHVVHV��WKH
VSLULW�RI �GRPLQDWLRQ��HUURU��HYHQ�VLQ��7KH�SRZHU�RI �WKH�+RO\
6SLULW�GRHV�QRW�JXDUDQWHH�DOO�DFWV�RI �PLQLVWHUV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�
:KLOH�WKLV�JXDUDQWHH�H[WHQGV�WR�WKH�VDFUDPHQWV��VR�WKDW�HYHQ
WKH�PLQLVWHU·V�VLQ�FDQQRW�LPSHGH�WKH�IUXLW�RI �JUDFH�14

Men  Freed  from  the  Priesthood³)DU�)URP�5RPH�
1HDU�WR�*RG��WKH�7HVWLPRQLHV�RI �)LIW\�&RQYHUWHG�&DWKROLF�3ULHVWV�15
JLYHV�ILUVW�KDQG�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�WKDW�PHQ�IURP�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW
QDWLRQV�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG�ZHUH�IUHHG�IURP�WKH�SULHVWKRRG�DQG
IURP�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�5RPH��:K\�ZDV�LW� WKDW�WKH\�REWDLQHG
WKHLU� IUHHGRP�DQG� VR�PDQ\�PRUH�GLG�QRW"� ,I �\RX� UHDG� WKH
WHVWLPRQLHV�RI� WKHVH�PHQ��\RX�ZLOO�QRWLFH�WKDW�VRPH�EHJDQ
LQTXLULQJ�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI �+HEUHZV�ZKHUH�WKH\�VDZ�TXLWH�FOHDUO\
WKDW�&KULVW·V�SULHVWKRRG�ZDV�XQLTXH�WR�KLP��3DUW�RI �WKH�ZD\
LQ�ZKLFK�,�VDZ�WKH�OLJKW�ZDV�E\�UHDGLQJ�RQH�RI�RXU�IDPRXV
&DWKROLF� VFKRODUV�� 5D\PRQG�(�� %URZQ�� ,Q� KLV� UHPDUNDEOH
ERRN��3ULHVW�DQG�%LVKRS��%LEOLFDO�5HIOHFWLRQV��%URZQ�GHFODUHV�
:KHQ�ZH�PRYH�IURP�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WR�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�
LW� LV� VWULNLQJ� WKDW� ZKLOH� WKHUH� DUH� SDJDQ� SULHVWV� DQG� -HZLVK
SULHVWV�RQ�WKH�VFHQH��QR�LQGLYLGXDO�&KULVWLDQ�LV�HYHU�VSHFLILFDOO\
LGHQWLILHG�DV�D�SULHVW��7KH�HSLVWOH�WR�WKH�+HEUHZV�VSHDNV�RI �WKH
KLJK�SULHVWKRRG�RI �-HVXV�E\�FRPSDULQJ�KLV�GHDWK�DQG�HQWU\�LQWR
KHDYHQ�ZLWK� WKH�DFWLRQV�RI �WKH�-HZLVK�KLJK�SULHVW�ZKR�ZHQW
LQWR�WKH�+RO\�RI �+ROLHV�LQ�WKH�7DEHUQDFOH�RQFH�D�\HDU�ZLWK�D
EORRG�RIIHULQJ�IRU�KLPVHOI �DQG�IRU�WKH�VLQV�RI �KLV�SHRSOH�(Hebrews
9:6-7)��%XW�LW� LV�QRWHZRUWK\�WKDW�WKH�DXWKRU�RI �+HEUHZV�GRHV
QRW�DVVRFLDWH�WKH�SULHVWKRRG�RI �-HVXV�ZLWK�WKH�(XFKDULVW�RU�WKH
/DVW�6XSSHU��QHLWKHU�GRHV�KH�VXJJHVW�WKDW�RWKHU�&KULVWLDQV�DUH
SULHVWV�LQ�WKH�OLNHQHVV�RI �-HVXV��,Q�IDFW��WKH�RQFH�IRU�DOO�DWPRV�
SKHUH� WKDW� VXUURXQGV� WKH� SULHVWKRRG� RI � -HVXV� LQ� +HEUHZV
���������KDV�EHHQ�RIIHUHG�DV�DQ�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI �ZK\�WKHUH�DUH
QR�&KULVWLDQ�SULHVWV�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�SHULRG�16

7KLV�QRWHG�&DWKROLF�DXWKRU�GHFODUHV�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�QR�&KULV�
WLDQ�SULHVWV�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��7KLV�FDPH�DV�D�VKRFN�WR
PH��IRU�ZKHQ�,�UHDG�LW��,�ZDV�D�&DWKROLF�SULHVW��$OO�P\�KRSHV�
WKH�LQYHVWPHQW�RI�P\�ZKROH�OLIH�ZDV�LQ�WKH�SULHVWKRRG��,W�ZDV
ZKDW�,�KDG�VRXJKW�DIWHU�DQG�DFKLHYHG��DQG�ZDV�WKH�VRXUFH�RI
P\�UHYHQXH��,W�ZDV�WKDW�LQ�ZKLFK�,�REWDLQHG�KRQRU�DQG�UHVSHFW
IURP�SHRSOH��,�ZDV�XWWHUO\�DVWRXQGHG�WKDW�RQH�RI�RXU�IDPRXV
DXWKRUV�FRXOG�VWDWH�WKDW�&KULVWLDQ�SULHVWV�GLG�QRW�H[LVW�LQ�WKH
1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DQG�WKH�RQO\�SULHVWKRRG�ZDV�WKDW�RI�&KULVW�

5HDGLQJ�%URZQ·V�ERRN�FDXVHG�PH�WR�UHPHPEHU�EDFN�WR
WKH�\HDU�LQ�ZKLFK�,�VWXGLHG�DV�D�SULHVW�LQ�5RPH��:H�KDG�RYHU
WKUHH�KXQGUHG�\RXQJ�SULHVWV�LQ�P\�FODVV��,�FRXOG�VHH�WKDW��IRU
WKH�PRVW�SDUW��WKH\�ZHUH�LQWHUHVWHG�QHLWKHU�LQ�D�KRO\�OLIH�QRU
LQ�VHHNLQJ�WR�PDJQLI\�&KULVW�-HVXV��5DWKHU��PRVW�RI�WKHVH�PHQ
ZHUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�JHWWLQJ�KLJK�SRVLWLRQV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�QDWLRQV
DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG��,W�ZDV�D�UHDO�VFDQGDO�WR�PH�WR�VHH�ZLWK�P\
RZQ�H\HV�PHQ�ZKR�KDG�QR�LQWHUHVW�ZKDWVRHYHU�LQ�WKH�SULHVW�
KRRG��H[FHSW�DV�D�PHDQV�IRU�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�UHQRZQ�

The  Lord�s  Call  to  Ministry  and  Marriage³7KH
&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�FRPSOHWHO\�UXOHV�RXW�PDUULDJH�IRU�LWV�SULHVWV�
$�FOHULF�ZKR�DWWHPSWV�HYHQ�D�FLYLO�PDUULDJH�LQFXUV�DQ�DXWR�
PDWLF��ODWDH�VHQWHQWLDH��VXVSHQVLRQ��EXW�LI �KH�LV�JLYHQ�D�ZDUQLQJ
DQG�KH�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�D�FKDQJH�RI �KHDUW�DQG�FRQWLQXHV�WR�JLYH

VFDQGDO��KH�FDQ�EH�SXQLVKHG�JUDGXDOO\�ZLWK�YDULRXV�GHSULYD�
WLRQV��HYHQ�WR�WKH�SRLQW�RI �GLVPLVVDO�IURP�WKH�FOHULFDO�VWDWH�17

,W�LV�D�VHULRXV�WKLQJ�IRU�D�SULHVW�WR�DWWHPSW�PDUULDJH��5RPH�LV
DUURJDQW�HQRXJK�WR�FDOO�WKLV�D�́ VFDQGDO�µ�%XW�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG
XSKROGV�PDUULDJH�DV�´KRQRUDEOHµ�(Heb 13:4)��6FULSWXUDO�TXDOLIL�
FDWLRQV�IRU�D�´ELVKRSµ��HOGHU��SDVWRU��DUH�
$�ELVKRS� WKHQ�PXVW�EH�EODPHOHVV�� WKH�KXVEDQG�RI �RQH�ZLIH�
YLJLODQW��VREHU��RI �JRRG�EHKDYLRXU��JLYHQ�WR�KRVSLWDOLW\��DSW�WR
WHDFK��QRW�JLYHQ�WR�ZLQH��QR�VWULNHU��QRW�JUHHG\�RI �ILOWK\�OXFUH�
EXW�SDWLHQW��QRW�D�EUDZOHU��QRW�FRYHWRXV��RQH�WKDW�UXOHWK�ZHOO
KLV� RZQ� KRXVH�� KDYLQJ� KLV� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� VXEMHFWLRQ� ZLWK� DOO
JUDYLW\���IRU�LI �D�PDQ�NQRZ�QRW�KRZ�WR�UXOH�KLV�RZQ�KRXVH��KRZ
VKDOO�KH�WDNH�FDUH�RI �WKH�FKXUFK�RI �*RG"��(1 Tim 3:1-5)�

7KH�JLIW�RI �FHOLEDF\�LV�VSRNHQ�DERXW�E\�&KULVW�DV�D�JLIW�WKDW
LV�JLYHQ�RQO\�WR�D�IHZ��7KH�WLPH�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI � WKDW
FHOLEDWH�OLIH�DUH�VROHO\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�/RUG�DQG�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�
)RU� WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�HXQXFKV��ZKLFK�ZHUH�VR�ERUQ�IURP�WKHLU
PRWKHU·V� ZRPE�� DQG� WKHUH� DUH� VRPH� HXQXFKV�� ZKLFK� ZHUH
PDGH�HXQXFKV�RI �PHQ��DQG�WKHUH�EH�HXQXFKV��ZKLFK�KDYH�PDGH
WKHPVHOYHV�HXQXFKV�IRU�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI �KHDYHQ·V�VDNH��+H�WKDW
LV�DEOH�WR�UHFHLYH�LW��OHW�KLP�UHFHLYH�LW�(Matt 19:12)�

7KH�FHOLEDWH�OLIH�LV�QRW�D�FRQGLWLRQ�IRU�PLQLVWU\��EXW�´KH�WKDW
LV�DEOH�WR�UHFHLYH�LW��OHW�KLP�UHFHLYH�LW�µ�3DXO�GLG�WHDFK�WKDW�LW
ZDV�ILWWLQJ�IRU�WKH�XQPDUULHG�WR�UHPDLQ�VLQJOH��LI �WKLV�ZDV�RQH·V
´SURSHU�JLIWµ³´,�ZRXOG�WKDW�DOO�PHQ�ZHUH�HYHQ�DV�,�P\VHOI�
%XW�HYHU\�PDQ�KDWK�KLV�SURSHU�JLIW�RI �*RGµ�(1 Cor 7:7)��+H�DOVR
JDYH�WKH�UHDVRQV�ZK\�WKH�VLQJOH�VWDWH�ZDV�SUHIHUDEOH��́ +H�WKDW
LV�XQPDUULHG�FDUHWK�IRU�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�/RUG�
KRZ�KH�PD\�SOHDVH�WKH�/RUG��EXW�KH�WKDW�LV�PDUULHG�FDUHWK�IRU
WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�DUH�RI �WKH�ZRUOG��KRZ�KH�PD\�SOHDVH�KLV�ZLIHµ
(vv 32-33)��<HW�KLV�ILQDO�ZRUG�RI�FDXWLRQ�LV�FOHDU�DQG�IRUFHIXO�
´%XW�LI �WKH\�FDQQRW�FRQWDLQ��OHW�WKHP�PDUU\��IRU�LW�LV�EHWWHU�WR
PDUU\�WKDQ�WR�EXUQµ�(v9)��7KLV�LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�&KULVW·V�RZQ
DGPRQLWLRQ��´$OO�PHQ�FDQQRW�UHFHLYH�WKLV�VD\LQJ��VDYH�WKH\
WR�ZKRP�LW�LV�JLYHQµ�(Matt 19:11)��7KHUHIRUH�WR�PDNH�FHOLEDF\�D
ODZ�IRU�WKRVH�LQ�PLQLVWU\�LV�XWWHUO\�XQELEOLFDO��7KLV��KRZHYHU�
LV�SUHFLVHO\�ZKDW�WKH�&KXUFK�RI �5RPH�GRHV�

:KLOH�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�YLUJLQLW\� LV�QRW�RI� WKH�QDWXUH�RI
PLQLVWU\��WKH�9DWLFDQ�LV�EROG�HQRXJK�WR�GHFODUH�WKDW�SULHVWO\
FHOLEDF\�LV�D�´VDFUHG�ODZ�µ
9LUJLQLW\� XQGRXEWHGO\�� DV� WKH� 6HFRQG� 9DWLFDQ� &RXQFLO� GH�
FODUHG��´LV�QRW��RI �FRXUVH��UHTXLUHG�E\�WKH�QDWXUH�RI �WKH�SULHVW�
KRRG�LWVHOI��7KLV�LV�FOHDU�IURP�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI �WKH�HDUO\�&KXUFK�µ
%XW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�WKH�&RXQFLO�GLG�QRW�KHVLWDWH�WR�FRQILUP
VROHPQO\� WKH� DQFLHQW�� VDFUHG� DQG� SURYLGHQWLDO� SUHVHQW� ODZ� RI
SULHVWO\�FHOLEDF\�18

7KXV�5RPH�FRQWUDGLFWV�WKH�YHU\�:RUG�RI�*RG�DQG�WHPSWV�WKH
/RUG�LQ�ZKDW�WKH\�GR�WR�\RXQJ�PHQ��7KH�ZKROH�SXUSRVH�RI
WKH�9DWLFDQ��3RSH��&DUGLQDOV��DQG�&XULD�LV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�FRQWURO
RYHU�SULHVWV�ZRUOGZLGH��7KH\�KDYH�LPSRVHG�WKH�ODZ�RI�SULHVWO\
FHOLEDF\�VR� WKH\�FDQ�FRQWLQXH� WKHLU�FRQWURO�RI �PHQ�ZKR�� LI
WKH\�ZHUH�PDUULHG��ZRXOG�EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�
SURSHUW\��KRXVHKROGV��DQG�PRVW�RI �DOO� IRU� WKHLU�FRQVFLHQFH�
5RPH�KDV�WHPSWHG�*RG�LQ�XSKROGLQJ�DQ�XQWUXH�SULHVWKRRG�
DQG�DGGLWLRQDOO\��E\�EULQJLQJ�KHU�\RXWK�LQWR�DQ�DWPRVSKHUH
ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�ZD\ODLG�E\�LPPRUDO�OXVWV�

Who  is  Your  Priest?³7KH� SULHVWKRRG� RI�&KULVW� LV
JORULRXV� OLNH� KLPVHOI�� ,W� LV� WKH� SULHVWKRRG� LQ�ZKLFK� KH�KDV
RIIHUHG�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�DOO�WKDW�KH�LV��,W�LV�KLV�ILQDO�ILQLVKHG�ZRUN
LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�JORU\�RI�KLV�SHUVRQ�ZLOO�VKLQH�IRUHYHU��$V�SULHVW�
KH�KDV�GRQH�DOO�WKDW�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�SXW�DZD\�WKH�VLQV�RI�DOO
RI �WKRVH�ZKR�ZLOO�EHOLHYH�LQ�KLP��+H�KDV�SURYLGHG�IRU�WKHP
ERWK�WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI �DOO�WKHLU�VLQV�DQG�KLV�RZQ�SHUIHFW�DQG
ULJKWHRXV�VWDQGLQJ�EHIRUH�*RG��$W�&DOYDU\�KH�GHFODUHG�´,W�LV
ILQLVKHG�µ�)LQLVKHG�ZDV�WKH�EHOLHYHU·V�VODYHU\�WR�VLQ�DQG�WKH
WUXH�PRUDO�JXLOW�WKDW�DWWHQGV�KLV�VLQ��3DLG�ZDV�WKH�SULFH�RI �WKH
EHOLHYHU·V�UHGHPSWLRQ��3HUIRUPHG�ZHUH�DOO�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV
RI�*RG�·V�ODZ��,Q�D�ZRUG��FRPSOHWH�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH
WR�*RG�IRU�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�FRPHV�WR�*RG�WKURXJK�KLP�

7KH�&DWKROLF�SULHVWKRRG��LQ�FRQWUDVW��LV�GXVW��VPRNH�DQG
PLUURUV��/LNH�WKH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�DOOHJRU\�RI �WKH�NLQJ·V�QHZ�VXLW�
LW�VLPSO\�GRHV�QRW� OHJLWLPDWHO\�H[LVW��%HOLHYH�RQ�WKH�HWHUQDO
SULHVW� WKDW� JLYHV� OLIH� QRZ�� DQG� IRUHYHU�� ´+DYLQJ� WKHUHIRUH�
EUHWKUHQ��EROGQHVV� WR�HQWHU� LQWR�WKH�KROLHVW�E\�WKH�EORRG�RI
-HVXV��E\�D�QHZ�DQG�OLYLQJ�ZD\µ�(Heb 10:19-20)��7KLV�LV�WKH�OLYLQJ
ZD\��,W�LV�GHDWK�WR�DWWHPSW�WR�FRPH�WR�*RG�WKURXJK�HDUWKO\
VDFULILFLDO�SULHVWV�ZKR�KDYH�QR�SODFH�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�
7KH�ZD\� WR�WKH�HWHUQDO�)DWKHU� LV� WKURXJK�WKH�HWHUQDO�SULHVW
DORQH��KLV�GHDWK�LV�IRU�XV�WKH�ZD\�WR�OLIH��7R�WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH
WKLV��KH�LV�SUHFLRXV��

M#FCRVGF�HTQO�VJG�$QQM���CATHOLICISM East of Eden�
D[�Richard Bennett�
HQTOGT�4QOCP�%CVJQNKE�2TKGUV��

21�$QZ������&GN�8CNNG��6:�������75#�
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WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�&KURQLFOH�UHSRUWHG�(7/7/03)�XQGHU�WKH�KHDGLQJ�
´&OHUJ\�6H[�$EXVH��-XVWLFH�0XVW�&RPH�IRU�WKH�%LVKRSV�µ�
7KDW�WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�VLQIXO�SULHVWV�VKRXOG�QRW�LWVHOI �FDXVH�D�FULVLV
RI �IDLWK��,Q�IDFW��LW�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI �&DWKROLF�IDLWK�WKDW�DOO�PHQ�DQG
ZRPHQ�DUH�ERUQ�VLQQHUV³DQG�SULHVWV�DUH�QRW�LPPXQH�IURP�VLQ
RU�KXPDQ�QDWXUH��%XW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI �YLFWLPV�DQG�WKH�\HDUV�WKDW
WKLV�DEXVH�VSDQV�LV�VLPSO\�VWDJJHULQJ��7KH�UHDO�RXWUDJH�LV�WKDW
LW�WRRN�VR�ORQJ�IRU�WKHVH�PHQ�WR�EH�EURXJKW�WR�MXVWLFH�DQG�WKDW
WKLV�DEXVH�ZDV�DOORZHG�WR�JR�RQ�IRU�VR�ORQJ��$QG�WKDW�LV�QR
DFFLGHQW…+RZ� GRHV� RQH� EHJLQ� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� KRZ� VXFK� D
SUREOHP�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�DOORZHG� WR� IHVWHU� IRU�VR� ORQJ"�7KH
QDWXUH�RI �D�FHOLEDWH�DOO�PDOH�FOHUJ\��WKH�FXOWXUH�RI �VHFUHF\�DQG
WKH�LQFOLQDWLRQ�WR�SURWHFW�WKHLU�IHOORZ�SULHVWV�FHUWDLQO\�SOD\HG�D
FHQWUDO�UROH�

7KH� 0DVVDFKXVHWWV� $WWRUQH\� *HQHUDO� SXEOLVKHG� D� UHSRUW
(7/23/03)� VWDWLQJ� WKDW� WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF� DEXVH� VFDQGDO� LQ
%RVWRQ�PRVW�OLNHO\�LQYROYHG�PRUH�WKDQ������YLFWLPV�
7KH�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO·V�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�WKH�PDJQL�
WXGH� RI � WKH�$UFKGLRFHVH·V�KLVWRU\�RI � FOHUJ\� VH[XDO� DEXVH�RI
FKLOGUHQ�LV�VWDJJHULQJ��5HFRUGV�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�$UFKGLRFHVH
UHYHDO�FRPSODLQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�DW�OHDVW�����YLFWLPV��:KHQ�LQIRU�
PDWLRQ�IURP�RWKHU�VRXUFHV�LV�FRQVLGHUHG��WKH�QXPEHU�RI �DOOHJHG
YLFWLPV�ZKR�KDYH�GLVFORVHG�WKHLU�DEXVH�OLNHO\�H[FHHGV�������7KH
PDJQLWXGH�RI �WKH�$UFKGLRFHVH·V�KLVWRU\�RI �FOHUJ\�VH[XDO�DEXVH
LV� HTXDOO\� VKRFNLQJ� LI � HYDOXDWHG� LQ� WHUPV� RI � WKH� QXPEHU� RI
SULHVWV�DQG�RWKHU�$UFKGLRFHVH�ZRUNHUV�DOOHJHG�WR�KDYH�VH[XDOO\
DEXVHG�FKLOGUHQ�VLQFH�������7KH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�UHYHDOHG�DOOHJD�
WLRQV� RI � VH[XDO� DEXVH� RI � FKLOGUHQ�PDGH�DJDLQVW� DW� OHDVW� ���
SULHVWV�DQG� WKLUWHHQ�RWKHU�$UFKGLRFHVH������DOOHJHGO\�DEXVHG
FKLOGUHQ�GXULQJ�&DUGLQDO�/DZ·V�WHQXUH�DV�$UFKELVKRS�

7KH�'DOODV�0RUQLQJ�1HZV�UHSRUWHG�LQ�$XJXVW�������
5RXJKO\�WZR�WKLUGV�RI �WRS�8�6��&DWKROLF�OHDGHUV�KDYH�DOORZHG
SULHVWV�DFFXVHG�RI �VH[XDO�DEXVH�WR�NHHS�ZRUNLQJ��D�WKUHH�PRQWK
'DOODV�0RUQLQJ�1HZV�UHYLHZ�VKRZV��7KH�VWXG\³WKH�ILUVW�RI �LWV
NLQG³ORRNHG�DW�WKH�UHFRUGV�RI �WKH�WRS�OHDGHUV�RI �WKH�QDWLRQ·V
����PDLQVWUHDP�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF� GLRFHVHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� DFWLQJ
DGPLQLVWUDWRUV� LQ� FDVHV� ZKHUH� WKH� WRS� MRE� LV� YDFDQW…0RVW
SURWHFWHG�SULHVWV�ZHUH�DFFXVHG�RI �VH[XDOO\�DEXVLQJ�PLQRUV³
SULPDULO\�DGROHVFHQW�ER\V��EXW�DOVR�\RXQJHU�RQHV��DQG�D�VL]DEOH
QXPEHU�RI �JLUOV�RI �YDULRXV�DJHV��7KH�QHZVSDSHU·V�VWXG\�DOVR
FRYHUHG�EHKDYLRU�WKDW�LQGLFDWHG�D�VH[XDO�DWWUDFWLRQ�WR�PLQRUV�
VXFK� DV� YLHZLQJ� FKLOG� SRUQRJUDSK\� RU�� LQ� RQH� FDVH�� WUDGLQJ
VH[XDOO\�FKDUJHG�H�PDLOV�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�D�SULHVW�EHOLHYHG�ZDV�D
PLQRU�1

$V�&DWKROLF� VH[� DEXVH� VFDQGDOV� KDYH� HQWDQJOHG� WKH�8�6�$��
VLPLODU�HYHQWV�KDYH�GHVSRLOHG�IDPLOLHV�LQ�RWKHU�QDWLRQV�
)URP�&DQDGD�WR�$XVWUDOLD��6RXWK�$IULFD�WR�+RQJ�.RQJ��DQG
DFURVV� (XURSH� IURP� ,UHODQG� WR� 3RSH� -RKQ� 3DXO�,,·V� QDWLYH
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