
Spiritual vs. Nonspiritual�7R�WKH�0XVOLP�
WKH�LGHD�WKDW�$OODK�LV�D�SHUVRQ�RU�D�VSLULW�LV
EODVSKHPRXV��IRU�WKLV�ZRXOG�GHPHDQ�WKH�H[�
DOWHG�2QH�� %XW� WKH� FRQFHSW� WKDW� ³*RG� LV� D
VSLULW´�(John 4:24)�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�FRUQHUVWRQHV�RI
WKH�ELEOLFDO�QDWXUH�RI�*RG��DV�-HVXV�WDXJKW�

Trinitarian vs. Unitarian�7KH�*RG�RI�WKH
%LEOH�LV�RQH�*RG�LQ�WKUHH�SHUVRQV��WKH�)DWKHU�
6RQ��DQG�+RO\�6SLULW��7KLV�7ULQLW\�LV�QRW�WKUHH
JRGV��EXW�RQH�*RG��%XW�WKH�.RUDQ�H[SOLFLWO\
GHQLHV�WKH�7ULQLW\��7KH�.RUDQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�*RG
LV�QRW�D�)DWKHU�DQG�-HVXV�LV�QRW�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�
QRU�LV�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�*RG�

Limited vs. Unlimited�7KH�ELEOLFDO�*RG�LV
OLPLWHG�E\�KLV�RZQ�LPPXWDEOH�DQG�XQDOWHU�
DEOH�QDWXUH��7KXV�*RG�FDQQRW�GR�DQ\WKLQJ
DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ²³*RG�FDQQRW�OLH´�(Titus 1:2; see
Heb 6:18)��+H�FDQ�QHYHU�DFW�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�ZRXOG
FRQWUDGLFW� KLV� GLYLQH� QDWXUH²³+H� FDQQRW
GHQ\�KLPVHOI´�(2 Tim 2:13)��%XW�WKH�$OODK�RI�WKH
.RUDQ�LV�QRW�OLPLWHG�E\�DQ\WKLQJ²QRW�HYHQ
KLV� RZQ�QDWXUH��+H� FDQ� GR� DQ\WKLQJ�� DQ\�
WLPH��DQ\ZKHUH�ZLWK�QR�OLPLWDWLRQV�

Trustworthy vs. Capricious�%HFDXVH� WKH
*RG�RI�WKH�%LEOH�LV�OLPLWHG�E\�KLV�RZQ�ULJKW�
HRXV�QDWXUH�DQG�WKHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQ�WKLQJV�KH
FDQQRW�GR��KH� LV�FRPSOHWHO\�FRQVLVWHQW�DQG
WUXVWZRUWK\��%XW�WKH�.RUDQ�VKRZV�$OODK�WR�EH
WRWDOO\�FDSULFLRXV�DQG�XQWUXVWZRUWK\��+H�LV
QRW�ERXQG�E\�KLV�QDWXUH�RU�KLV�ZRUG�

Love of God vs. No Love of God�7KH�FKLHI
DWWULEXWH�RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�*RG�LV�ORYH²³*RG�LV
ORYH´�(1 John 4:8)��³)RU�*RG�VR�ORYHG�WKH�ZRUOG´
(John 3:16)��*RG�KDV�GHHS�IHHOLQJV�IRU�KLV�FUHD�
WXUHV��HVSHFLDOO\�PDQ��%XW�LQ�WKH�.RUDQ��ORYH
LV� QRW� SUHVHQWHG� DV�$OODK¶V� FKLHI� DWWULEXWH�
1HLWKHU�GRHV�$OODK�³KDYH� IHHOLQJV´� WRZDUG
PDQ��7KDW�FRQFHSW�LV�IRUHLJQ�WR�,VODPLF�XQ�
GHUVWDQGLQJ��6XFK�D�WHDFKLQJ�ZRXOG�UHGXFH
$OODK�WR�EHLQJ�D�PHUH�PDQ²ZKLFK�DJDLQ�LV
EODVSKHPRXV�WR�D�0XVOLP�

Active in History vs. Passive�$OODK�GRHV
QRW�SHUVRQDOO\�HQWHU�LQWR�KXPDQ�KLVWRU\�DQG
DFW� DV� D� KLVWRULFDO� DJHQW�� +H� DOZD\V� GHDOV
ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG�WKURXJK�KLV�ZRUG��SURSKHWV�
DQG� DQJHOV�� +H� GRHV� QRW� SHUVRQDOO\� FRPH
GRZQ�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�PDQ��+RZ�GLIIHUHQW�LV�WKH
ELEOLFDO�LGHD�RI�WKH�LQFDUQDWLRQ��LQ�ZKLFK�*RG
KLPVHOI�HQWHUV�KLVWRU\�DQG�DFWV�WR�EULQJ�DERXW
PDQ¶V� VDOYDWLRQ�� ³*RG�ZDV�PDQLIHVW� LQ� WKH
IOHVK´�(1 Tim 3:16)��7KHQ�DJDLQ��³*RG�FRPPHQ�
GHWK�KLV� ORYH� WRZDUG�XV�� LQ� WKDW��ZKLOH�ZH
ZHUH�\HW�VLQQHUV��&KULVW�GLHG�IRU�XV´�(Rom 5:8)�

Attributes vs. No Attributes�7KH�.RUDQ
QHYHU�WHOOV�XV�LQ�D�SRVLWLYH�VHQVH�ZKDW�*RG�LV
OLNH� LQ� WHUPV�RI� KLV�QDWXUH� RU� HVVHQFH��7KH
VR�FDOOHG����DWWULEXWHV�RI�$OODK�DUH�DOO�QHJD�
WLYH�LQ�IRUP��VLJQLI\LQJ�ZKDW�$OODK�LV�QRW��EXW

QHYHU�WHOOLQJ�XV�ZKDW�KH�LV��7KH�%LEOH�UHYHDOV
ERWK�SRVLWLYH�DQG�QHJDWLYH�DWWULEXWHV�RI�*RG�

Grace vs. Works�/DVWO\��WKH�%LEOH�VSHDNV
PXFK�RI�WKH�JUDFH�RI�*RG�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�D�IUHH
VDOYDWLRQ�IRU�PDQ�WKURXJK�D�6DYLRU��ZKR�LV
DOVR�DQ�LQWHUFHVVRU��³7KHUH�LV�RQH�*RG��DQG
RQH� PHGLDWRU� EHWZHHQ� *RG� DQG� PHQ�� WKH
PDQ�&KULVW�-HVXV´�(1 Tim 2:5)��<HW�LQ�WKH�.RUDQ
WKHUH�LV�QR�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�JUDFH�RI�$OODK��QR
VDYLRU�� DQG� QR� LQWHUFHVVRU�� &RPSDULQJ� WKH
DWWULEXWHV�RI�*RG�ZKR�LV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH
WR�$OODK�LQ�WKH�.RUDQ�VKRXOG�FRQYLQFH�DQ\�
RQH�WKDW�WKHVH�DUH�DOWRJHWKHU�GLIIHUHQW�*RGV�

7+(�6$0(�*2'"
6RPH� EHOLHYH� WKDW�0XVOLPV� DQG� &KULV�

WLDQV� ZRUVKLS� WKH� VDPH� *RG� EHFDXVH� ERWK
ZRUVKLS� ³RQO\� RQH� *RG�́ � %XW� WKHVH� IDLO� WR
XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�PRQRWKHLVP��WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW
WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�*RG��LQ�DQG�RI�LWVHOI�GRHV
QRW�WHOO�XV�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKH
RQH�*RG�ZKR�LV�WR�EH�ZRUVKLSSHG��,Q�RWKHU
ZRUGV��LW�LV�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�VD\�WKHUH�LV�RQO\
RQH�*RG��LI�\RX�KDYH�WKH�ZURQJ�*RG��6RPH�
RQH�FRXOG�VD\�WKDW�5D��,VLV��RU�2VLULV�LV�WKH�RQH
WUXH�*RG��EXW�WKLV�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�&KULV�
WLDQ� DQG� (J\SWLDQ� GHLWLHV� DUH� RQH� DQG� WKH
VDPH��$QFLHQWV�FRXOG�KDYH�WDXJKW�WKDW�%DDO
RU�0ROHFK�ZDV�WKH�RQH�WUXH�*RG��2U�DJDLQ�
WKH�*UHHNV�FRXOG�KDYH�DUJXHG�WKDW�=HXV�RU
-XSLWHU� ZDV� WKH� RQH� WUXH� *RG�� %XW�PHUHO\
DUJXLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�RQH�*RG�GRHV�QRW�DXWR�
PDWLFDOO\�PHDQ� WKDW� WKH� RQH�*RG� WKDW� \RX
ZRUVKLS�LV�WKH�ULJKW�RQH�

,Q� WKLV� FDVH�� WKH� *RG� RI� WKH� %LEOH� KDV
UHYHDOHG�KLPVHOI�LQ�VXFK�D�ZD\�WKDW�KLV�QD�
WXUH�DQG�KLV�QDPHV�FDQQRW�EH�FRQIXVHG�ZLWK
WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�QDPHV�RI�VXUURXQGLQJ�SDJDQ
GHLWLHV��7KH�FXOW�RI�WKH�PRRQ�JRG�ZKLFK�ZRU�
VKLSSHG�$OODK�ZDV�WUDQVIRUPHG�E\�0XKDP�
PDG� LQWR� D� PRQRWKHLVWLF� IDLWK�� %HFDXVH
0XKDPPDG�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�D�SDJDQ�JRG��QDWX�
UDOO\�KH�HQGHG�XS�ZLWK�D�SDJDQ�JRG��

,6�$//$+�,1�7+(�%,%/("
,Q� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� ZLWK� DQ� DPEDVVDGRU

IURP�D�0XVOLP�FRXQWU\��,�SRLQWHG�RXW�WKDW�WKH
QDPH�$OODK�FDPH�IURP�DQ�$UDELF�ZRUG�WKDW
KDG�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUVKLS�RI�WKH�PRRQ�JRG
LQ�SUH,VODPLF�$UDELD��$V�VXFK��LW�FRXOG�QRW�EH
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�+HEUHZ�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�RU�LQ�WKH
*UHHN�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��7KH�DPEDVVDGRU�XVHG
WZR�DUJXPHQWV�DV�KH�WULHG�WR�SURYH�WKDW�WKH
%LEOH�GLG�VSHDN�RI�$OODK�

)LUVW��KH�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH�QDPH�$OODK�ZDV
IRXQG� LQ� WKH�ELEOLFDO�ZRUG�³DOOHOXMDK�́ �7KH
³DOOH´�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUG�ZDV�DFWX�
DOO\�µµ$OODK´�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLP��,�SRLQWHG�RXW
WR�KLP�WKDW�WKH�+HEUHZ�ZRUG�DOOHOXMDK�LV�QRW

D�FRPSRXQG�+HEUHZ�ZRUG��7KDW�LV��LW�LV�QRW
PDGH�XS�RI�WZR�ZRUGV��,W�LV�RQH�VLQJOH�+H�
EUHZ�ZRUG�ZKLFK�PHDQV�³SUDLVH�WR�<DKZHK�́
$OVR��WKH�QDPH�RI�*RG�LV�LQ�WKH�ODVW�SDUW�RI
WKH�ZRUG��-DK��ZKLFK�KDV�UHIHUHQFH�WR�<DKZHK
RU� -HKRYDK��7KH�QDPH�$OODK�VLPSO\�FDQQRW
EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKDW�ZRUG�

+H�WKHQ�SURFHHGHG�WR�WHOO�PH�WKDW�ZKHQ
-HVXV� FULHG�� ³(OL�� (OL´� RQ� WKH� FURVV�� KH�ZDV
DFWXDOO\�VD\LQJ�µµ$OODK��$OODK�́ �%XW�WKLV�LV�QRW
WUXH�HLWKHU��7KH�*UHHN�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DW�WKLV
SRLQW�JLYHV�XV�WKH�$UDPDLF��QRW�WKH�$UDELF�
WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�3VDOP�������-HVXV
ZDV� VD\LQJ�� ³0\� *RG�� P\� *RG�� ZK\� KDVW
WKRX�IRUVDNHQ�PH"´�(Matt 27:46)��,W�LV�D�IDU�FU\
WR�JR� IURP�³(OL��(OL´�DOO� WKH�ZD\�WR�µµ$OODK�
$OODK�́ �,W�VLPSO\�FDQQRW�EH�GRQH�

:521*�7,0(�3(5,2'
,W�ZDV�KLVWRULFDOO\�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�ELE�

OLFDO�DXWKRUV�WR�VSHDN�RI�$OODK�DV�*RG��:K\"
8S�XQWLO� WKH��WK� FHQWXU\�ZKHQ�0XKDPPDG
PDGH�$OODK�LQWR�WKH�³RQO\´�*RG��$OODK�ZDV
WKH� QDPH� RI� D� SDJDQ� GHLW\�� 7KH� %LEOH�ZDV
FRPSOHWHG�ORQJ�EHIRUH�0XKDPPDG�ZDV�HYHU
ERUQ��,Q�UHDOLW\�WKH�QDPH�$OODK�QHYHU�FDPH
DFURVV�WKH�OLSV�RI�WKH�DXWKRUV�RI�6FULSWXUH��8S
XQWLO�WKH�WLPH�RI�0XKDPPDG��$OODK�ZDV�VLP�
SO\�RQH�SDJDQ�JRG�DPRQJ�PDQ\²WKH�PRRQ
JRG�ZRUVKLSSHG�LQ�$UDELD��7KRVH�ZKR�ZURWH
WKH�%LEOH�ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�FRQIXVHG�$OODK
ZLWK�<DKZHK�DQ\�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH
FRQIXVHG�%DDO�ZLWK�<DKZHK�

7+(�$5$%,&�%,%/(
'XULQJ�D�UDGLR�WDON�VKRZ�LQ�,UYLQH��&DOL�

IRUQLD�� DQ� $UDE� FDOOHU� UHVSRQGHG� WR� WKHVH
REVHUYDWLRQV� E\� DVNLQJ�� ³%XW� GRHVQ¶W� WKH
$UDELF�%LEOH�XVH�WKH�QDPH�µ$OODK¶�IRU�*RG"
7KXV�µ$OODK¶�LV�D�ELEOLFDO�QDPH�IRU�*RG�́ �7KH
DQVZHU�GHSHQGV�RQ�WKH�WLPH�SHULRG��:DV�WKH
%LEOH�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�$UDELF�LQ�0XKDPPDG¶V
GD\"�1R��7KH�ILUVW�$UDELF�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH
%LEOH� GLG� QRW� DSSHDU� XQWLO� DURXQG� WKH� �WK
FHQWXU\��$W� WKDW� WLPH�� ,VODP�ZDV� WKH�GRPL�
QDQW�SROLWLFDO�IRUFH�in Arab lands�DQG�WKH�PHQ
ZKR�WUDQVODWHG�WKH�%LEOH�LQWR�$UDELF�IDFHG�D
GLIILFXOW� SROLWLFDO� VLWXDWLRQ�� ,I� WKH\� GLG�QRW
XVH�µµ$OODK´�DV�WKH�QDPH�RI�*RG��WKH\�PLJKW
VXIIHU�DW�WKH�KDQGV�RI�IDQDWLFDO�0XVOLPV�ZKR�
DV� SDUW� RI� WKHLU� UHOLJLRQ�� EHOLHYHG� WKDW� WKH
$OODK�RI�WKH�.RUDQ�ZDV�WKH�*RG�RI�WKH�%LEOH�
6LQFH�µµ$OODK´�ZDV�E\�WKLV�WLPH�WKH�FRPPRQ
QDPH�IRU�³*RG´�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQFH�RI
,VODP��WUDQVODWRUV�ERZHG�WR�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DQG
UHOLJLRXV�SUHVVXUHV�DQG�SXW�µµ$OODK´�LQWR�WKH
$UDELF�%LEOH��6LQFH�WKH�$UDELF�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI
WKH�%LEOH�FDPH�����\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�%LEOH�ZDV
FRPSOHWHG�� LW� FDQQRW� KDYH� DQ\� EHDULQJ� RQ
ZKHWKHU� µµ$OODK´�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�D�QDPH�IRU

*RG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��,Q�WKH�HQG��WKH�UDWKHU�REYL�
RXV�IDFW�LV�WKDW�D��WK�FHQWXU\�$UDELF�WUDQVOD�
WLRQ�RI�WKH�%LEOH�FDQQRW�EH�XVHG�WR�HVWDEOLVK
WKH�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�WKH�ELEOLFDO�DXWKRUV�ZKR
ZURWH�PDQ\�FHQWXULHV�HDUOLHU�LQ�+HEUHZ�DQG
*UHHN�XVHG�WKH�$UDELF�ZRUG�µµ$OODK´�IRU�*RG�
&UHGXOLW\�KDV�LWV�OLPLW�

3$*$1�25,*,16
,VODP¶V�RULJLQV�KDYH�EHHQ�WUDFHG�EDFN�E\

VFKRODUV�WR�WKH�DQFLHQW�IHUWLOLW\�UHOLJLRQ�RI�WKH
ZRUVKLS�RI�WKH�PRRQ�JRG�ZKLFK�ZDV�DOZD\V
WKH�GRPLQDWH�UHOLJLRQ�RI�$UDELD��7KH�PRRQ
JRG� ZDV� ZRUVKLSSHG� E\� SUD\LQJ� WRZDUG
0HFFD�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�D�GD\��PDNLQJ�DQ�DQQXDO
SLOJULPDJH�WR�WKH�.DDED�ZKLFK�ZDV�D�WHPSOH
RI�WKLV�JRG��UXQQLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�.DDED�VHYHQ
WLPHV��FDUHVVLQJ�DQ�LGRO�RI�D�EODFN�VWRQH�VHW
LQ� WKH�ZDOO�RI� WKH�.DDED�� UXQQLQJ�EHWZHHQ
WZR�KLOOV��PDNLQJ�DQLPDO�VDFULILFHV��JDWKHU�
LQJ�RQ�)ULGD\V�IRU�SUD\HUV��JLYLQJ�DOPV�WR�WKH
SRRU��HWF��7KHVH�ZHUH�SDJDQ�ULWHV�SUDFWLFHG
E\�$UDEV�ORQJ�EHIRUH�0XKDPPDG�ZDV�ERUQ�

:KDW�UHOLJLRQ�WRGD\�SUDFWLFHV�WKH�SDJDQ
ULWHV�RI�WKH�PRRQ�JRG"� Islam��7KLV�H[SODLQV
ZK\�WKH�FUHVFHQW�PRRQ�LV�WKH�V\PERO�RI�,V�
ODP�� ,W� LV� SODFHG� RQ� WRS� RI� PRVTXHV� DQG
PLQDUHWV�DQG�GLVSOD\HG�RQ�KDWV��IODJV��UXJV�
DPXOHWV�DQG�HYHQ�MHZHOU\��(YHU\�WLPH�\RX�VHH
WKH�0XVOLP�V\PERO�RI�D�FUHVFHQW�PRRQ��\RX
DUH�VHHLQJ� WKH�DQFLHQW� V\PERO�RI� WKH�PRRQ
JRG��'RHV�WKH�DYHUDJH�0XVOLP�NQRZ�WKDW�KH
LV�ZRUVKLSSLQJ� D�PRRQ� JRG"�1R�� 'RHV� KH
NQRZ�ZK\�WKH�FUHVFHQW�PRRQ�V\PERO�VLWV�RQ
WRS�RI� KLV�PRVTXH"�1R�� ,V� KH� VKRFNHG�DQG
SHUKDSV� DQJHUHG� DW� WKHVH� IDFWV� RI� KLVWRU\"
<HV��<HW�PHUH�GHQLDO�RU�DQJU\�WKUHDWV�FDQQRW
UHIXWH� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� ,VODP� LV� QRWKLQJ�PRUH
WKDQ�D�PRGHUQ�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�DQFLHQW�UHOLJLRQ
RI�WKH�PRRQ�JRG�$OODK"�7KH�DYHUDJH�0XVOLP
KDV�EHHQ�NHSW�LQ�WKH�GDUN�E\�WKH�0XOODKV�DQG
,PDPV�ZKR�ZRXOG� ORVH� WKHLU� SRZHU� LI� WKH
WUXWK�HYHU�JRW�RXW�

0DQ\�:HVWHUQHUV� DVVXPH� WKDW� $OODK� LV
VLPSO\�DQRWKHU�QDPH�IRU�*RG��7KLV�LV�GXH�WR
WKHLU� LJQRUDQFH� RI� WKH� YDVW� GLIIHUHQFHV� EH�
WZHHQ�WKH�$OODK�RI�WKH�.RUDQ�DQG�WKH�*RG�RI
WKH�%LEOH��DQG�DOVR�GXH�WR�WKH�SURSDJDQGD�RI
0XVOLP� HYDQJHOLVWV� ZKR� XVH� WKH� LGHD� WKDW
$OODK� LV� MXVW� DQRWKHU� QDPH� IRU� *RG� DV� DQ
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�FRQYHUW�:HVWHUQHUV�WR�,VODP�

+2:�7+(�.25$1�&$0(�72�%(
0RGHUQ�VFKRODUV�XVLQJ�VRXQG�SULQFLSOHV

RI�OLWHUDU\�DQDO\VLV�KDYH�GHWHUPLQHG�WKDW�WKH
.RUDQ� GLG�QRW� FRPH� IURP�0XKDPPDG��+H
GLG� QRW� UHFLWH� LW� DQG� DFWXDOO\� QHYHU� VDZ� D
FRS\� RI� LW�� ,W� ZDV� QRW� SXW� WRJHWKHU� LQ� LWV
SUHVHQW�ZULWWHQ�IRUP�XQWLO�QHDUO\�����\HDUV



DIWHU�0XKDPPDG¶V�GHDWK��7KLV�KDV�FRPH�DV
TXLWH�D�VKRFN�WR�0XVOLPV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH
OHJHQGV�� P\WKV�� DQG� VWRULHV� IRXQG� LQ� WKH
+DGLWK��WKH�.RUDQ�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�LQ�KHDYHQ�E\
$OODK� RQ� D� ODUJH� VWRQH� WDEOHW�� 7KH� DQJHO
*DEULHO� EURXJKW� LW� GRZQ� DQG� 0XKDPPDG
UHFLWHG�LW�YHUEDOO\�EXW�GLG�QRW�ZULWH�DQ\�RI�LW
GRZQ��,W�ZDV�0XKDPPDG¶V�FRPSDQLRQV�ZKR
ZURWH�GRZQ�ZKDW�KH�UHFLWHG��$IWHU�KLV�GHDWK�
LW�ZDV�JDWKHUHG�WRJHWKHU�DQG�FRPSLOHG�E\�WKH
&DOLI�8WKPDQ��7KH�LQVXUPRXQWDEOH�SUREOHP
WKDW�0XVOLPV� IDFH� LV� WKDW� WKH\�GR�QRW�KDYH
DQ\�GRFXPHQWDU\�HYLGHQFH�IURP�WKH��WK�DQG
�WK�FHQWXU\�WR�EDFN�XS�DQ\�RI�WKHLU�FODLPV��)RU
H[DPSOH��LI�8WKPDQ�FRPSLOHG�WKH�.RUDQ�DV
WKH�+DGLWK�FODLPV�(Bukhari I:63; IV:709; VI:507, 510)�
ZKHUH�LV�WKH�PDQXVFULSW�HYLGHQFH"�:K\�KDYH
QR�.RUDQV�VXUYLYHG�IURP�WKDW�SHULRG"�:K\
GR�ZH�KDYH�WR�ZDLW�RYHU�����\HDUV�EHIRUH�ZH
ILQG�HYHQ�D�VFUDS�RI�WKH�.RUDQ"

7KH�0XVOLPV�DUH�DOVR�JXLOW\�RI�FLUFXODU
UHDVRQLQJ�ZKHQ�WKH\�GRFXPHQW�WKH�.RUDQ�E\
WKH�+DGLWK��DQG�WKHQ�GRFXPHQW�WKH�+DGLWK
E\�WKH�.RUDQ��%XW�WKHUH�LV�QR�GRFXPHQWDU\
HYLGHQFH�WR�EDFN�XS�WKH�+DGLWK�RU�WKH�.RUDQ�
7KH\� DUH� ERWK� IUDXGXOHQW� DV� WR� DXWKRUVKLS
DQG�GDWHV��6RPH�0XVOLPV�KDYH�FODLPHG�WKDW
�WK�FHQWXU\�FRSLHV�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�.RUDQ�KDYH
EHHQ�IRXQG�LQ�PXVHXPV�DW�7RSNDSL��7XUNH\
DQG�7DVKNHQW��5XVVLD��%XW�ZKHQ�H[DPLQHG�E\
PDQXVFULSW� VFKRODUV�� WKH\� WXUQHG�RXW� WR�EH
�WK�RU���WK�FHQWXU\�PDQXVFULSWV�

7KH�.RUDQ�ZDV�LQYHQWHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JLYH
VSLULWXDO�XQLW\�WR�WKH�YDVW�HPSLUH�FUHDWHG�E\
$UDE�FRQTXHVWV��%\�ERUURZLQJ�OLEHUDOO\�IURP
WKH�OHJHQGV��P\WKV�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�WUDGLWLRQV
RI�SDJDQV��-HZV��&KULVWLDQV��+LQGXV��DQG�3HU�
VLDQV��WKH\�FUHDWHG�RQH�UHOLJLRQ�WR�UXOH�RYHU
DOO�LWV�FLWL]HQV��7KXV�WKH�.RUDQ�ZDV�WKH�SURG�
XFW�RI�PXOWLSOH�DXWKRUV�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�WLPHV
DQG� SODFHV�� 7KHVH� DXWKRUV� FRQWULEXWHG� VWR�
ULHV�DQG�OHJHQGV�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�FXOWXUDO�DQG
UHOLJLRXV�EDFNJURXQG��7KH�VRXUFHV�RI�WKHVH
VWRULHV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG�E\�PDQ\
VFKRODUV��7KH�EXUGHQ�RI�SURRI�LV�QRZ�FOHDUO\
RQ�WKH�0XVOLPV��7KH\�PXVW�VXSSO\�VFKRODUV
ZLWK� WKH�GRFXPHQWDU\�HYLGHQFH� WR�VXSSRUW
WKHLU�WKHRULHV�RQ�WKH�RULJLQV�RI�WKH�.RUDQ�DQG
WKH�+DGLWK��8QWLO�WKH\�GR�VR��ZH�FDQQRW�EH�
OLHYH�LQ�WKH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�RI�HLWKHU�RQH�

+RZ�GLIIHUHQW� LV� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK� WKH
1HZ� 7HVWDPHQW�� 7KH� PDQXVFULSW� HYLGHQFH
IRU�LW�EHJLQV�WZHQW\�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�GHDWK�RI
&KULVW�� 7KHUH� DUH� OLWHUDOO\� WKRXVDQGV� RI
*UHHN��/DWLQ��6\ULDF�DQG�&RSWLF�WH[WV�ZKLFK
GRFXPHQW� WKH� UHOLDELOLW\�RI� WKH�1HZ�7HVWD�
PHQW��7KH�VDPH�KROGV�WUXH�IRU�WKH�KLVWRULFLW\
RI� -HVXV� RI� 1D]DUHWK�� :H� KDYH� PRUH� WKDQ
HQRXJK�OLWHUDU\�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�OLIH�RI

-HVXV� IURP� �VW�FHQWXU\� -HZLVK�� SDJDQ�� DQG
&KULVWLDQ�PDQXVFULSWV��7KLV�LV�LQ�VKDUS�FRQ�
WUDVW�WR� WKH� OLIH�RI�0XKDPPDG��:H�ILQG�QR
UHIHUHQFHV�WR�KLP�DV�D�SURSKHW�XQWLO�����\HDUV
DIWHU�KLV�GHDWK��1R�RQH�KDV�HYHU�IRXQG�HYHQ
WKH�VPDOOHVW�IUDJPHQW�RI�WKH�.RUDQ�IURP�WKH
�WK�FHQWXU\��7KXV��PXFK�RI�ZKDW�LV�VDLG�DERXW
WKH� OLIH� RI� 0XKDPPDG� PXVW� QRZ� EH� GLV�
PLVVHG�DV�ILFWLRQ�

7KH� WUXWK�ZLOO� WULXPSK� LQ� WKH�HQG��7KH
.RUDQ� DQG� WKH� +DGLWK�ZHUH� SROLWLFDO� WRROV
XVHG�WR�VXEMXJDWH�QRQ�$UDE�FXOWXUHV�E\�IRUF�
LQJ�WKHP�WR�DFFHSW�D�UHOLJLRQ�ZKLFK�HOHYDWHG
$UDELDQ� ODQJXDJH�� SROLWLFDO� ODZV�� PRUDO
VWDQGDUGV�� GUHVV� FRGHV�� SHQDO� SXQLVKPHQW
DQG�RWKHU�FXOWXUDO�HOHPHQWV�WR�WKH�VWDWXV�RI
GLYLQH�ODZ��7KLV�LV�ZK\�WR�EHFRPH�D�0XVOLP
\RX�PXVW�WDNH�DQ�$UDE�QDPH��GUHVV�OLNH�DQ
$UDE��VSHDN�$UDELF��HDW�RQO\�ZKDW�$UDEV�HDW�
WUHDW�\RXU�ZLIH�DV�$UDEV�WUHDW�WKHLU�ZLYHV��HWF�

7KH�UHOLJLRQ�RI�,VODP�ZDV�WKXV�ERUQ�RXW
RI�$UDE�FXOWXUDO�LPSHULDOLVP�DQG�LV�URRWHG�LQ
D�UDFLVW�DWWLWXGH�WKDW�DOO�WKLQJV�$UDE�DUH�JRRG
ZKLOH�DOO�WKLQJV�QRQ�$UDE�DUH�HYLO��8QWLO�WKLV
LV�XQGHUVWRRG��WKH�WUXH�QDWXUH�RI�,VODP�FDQ�
QRW�EH�JUDVSHG��7KLV�LV�ZK\�:HVWHUQ�GUHVV�
IRRG��PRYLHV��KDLU�VW\OHV��HWF��DUH�]HDORXVO\
GHQRXQFHG� E\� WKH� 0XOODKV� DQG� ,PDPV� DV
6DWDQLF�� 6XFK� WKLQJV� DV� EOXH� MHDQV� DUH� QRW
UHDOO\�FRQGHPQHG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�LPPRUDO
EXW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�QRW�$UDE�

7KH� WUXWKIXOQHVV� RI� WKLV� REVHUYDWLRQ� LV
HDVLO\�GHPRQVWUDWHG�E\�,VODP¶V�GHPDQG�WKDW
RQH�ERZ�LQ�SUD\HU�LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�$UDELD
�0HFFD�� DQG�PDNH� D� SLOJULPDJH� WR� $UDELD
�0HFFD��� 7KH� UHOLJLRQ� RI� ,VODP� LV� $UDELDQ
SDJDQLVP�DQG�FXOWXUH�UDLVHG� WR�GLYLQH� ODZ
DQG�LPSRVHG�XSRQ�FRQTXHUHG�QDWLRQV�

1DWLRQV�VXFK�DV�(J\SW��7XUNH\��/HEDQRQ�
HWF��ZKR�KDG�WKH�PLVIRUWXQH�RI�KDYLQJ�,VODP
IRUFHG� XSRQ� WKHP� E\� WKH� VZRUG�� QHHG� WR
EUHDN�IUHH�IURP�$UDE�LPSHULDOLVP�LQ�RUGHU�WR
UHJDLQ�WKHLU�RZQ�LGHQWLW\�DQG�FXOWXUH��8QWLO
WKH\� WKURZ� RII� WKH� VKDFNOHV� RI� ,VODP�� WKH\
FDQQRW�EHFRPH�IUHH�VRFLHWLHV�ZKHUH�KXPDQ
ULJKWV�DUH�KRQRUHG�

+RZ� FDQ� WKLV� EH� GRQH"� 7KH� RSSUHVVHG
PDVVHV�PXVW�UHWXUQ�WR�WKHLU�&KULVWLDQ�KHUL�
WDJH�ZKLFK�ZDV� VWROHQ� IURP� WKHP�E\�ZDYH
DIWHU�ZDYH�RI�$UDE�DUPLHV��:K\�ZRXOG�DQ\�
RQH�LQ� WKH���VW�FHQWXU\�ZDQW�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR
EHOLHYH�LQ�D�IRUHLJQ�UHOLJLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�IRUFHG
XSRQ� KLV� DQFHVWRUV�PDQ\� FHQWXULHV� DJR� E\
YLROHQFH�� VODYHU\�� RSSUHVVLRQ� DQG� XQMXVW
WD[HV"�,W¶V�WLPH�WR�EUHDN�IUHH�IURP�WKH�GDUN�
QHVV�DQG�LJQRUDQFH�RI�,VODP�DQG�HQWHU�LQWR
WKH�IUHHGRP�DQG�OLJKW�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�q
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7KH�JRVSHO�RI �&KULVW�LV�JRRG�QHZV�RI �SDUGRQ
WR�WKH�JXLOW\��DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�DV�HTXDOO\�JXLOW\

EHIRUH�*RG�� ,W� UHYHDOV�DQ�DWRQHPHQW�VXIILFLHQW
IRU�DOO��DQG�HYHU\RQH�LV�FRPPDQGHG�WR�UHFHLYH�LW
DV�D�IDLWKIXO�VD\LQJ��WKDW�́ &KULVW�-HVXV�FDPH�LQWR
WKH�ZRUOG�WR�VDYH�VLQQHUVµ�(1 Tim 1:15)�

7KH� JRVSHO� LV� DGGUHVVHG� WR� WKRVH�ZKR� DUH
´IDU�IURP�ULJKWHRXVQHVVµ�(Isa 46:12)��ZKR�DUH�SRRU�
DQG�EOLQG��DQG�QDNHG��ZKR�KDYH�QR�PRQH\�WR
SXUFKDVH� VDOYDWLRQ�� QR� PHULW� WR� UHFRPPHQG
WKHP�WR�WKH�IDYRU�RI �*RG�(Isa 55:1; Luke 7:42)�

&KULVW� FDPH�QRW� WR� FDOO� WKH� ULJKWHRXV�� EXW
VLQQHUV� WR� UHSHQWDQFH� (Matt 9:13)�� ,I �ZH� DUH� QRW
VLQQHUV��ZH�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�JRVSHO�
DQG�LI �ZH�DUH�VLQQHUV��OHW�XV�QRW�UHMHFW�WKH�FRXQVHO
RI �*RG�DJDLQVW�RXUVHOYHV��E\�YDLQO\�VXSSRVLQJ
WKDW�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�XV�JLYHV�XV�D�SHFXOLDU�FODLP
WR�KLV�IDYRU��RU�E\�LPDJLQLQJ�WKDW�RXU�VLQV�DUH�WRR
JUHDW� WR� EH� IRUJLYHQ��7KH� WKLHI �XSRQ� WKH� FURVV
ZDV�VDYHG�E\�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV��DQG�QRQH�VKDOO�HQWHU
KHDYHQ�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�ZD\��2XU�RQO\�SOHD�LV�WKLV�
´*RG�EH�PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�D�VLQQHU�µ

$OWKRXJK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�DUH�VR�FOHDU�RQ�WKLV
VXEMHFW��LW� LV�D�VWXPEOLQJ�EORFN�DQG�IRROLVKQHVV
WR�WKH�JUHDW�ERG\�RI �WKRVH�ZKR�KHDU�WKH�JRVSHO�
,W�RIIHQGV�WKHLU�SULGH�WR�EH�SXW�XSRQ�D�OHYHO�ZLWK
WKH�RXWFDVWV�RI �VRFLHW\��VXUHO\��WKH\�WKLQN��VRPH
GLIIHUHQFH�ZLOO�EH�PDGH��EXW�WKH\�HUU��QRW�NQRZ�
LQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��QRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�PDOLJ�
QLW\�RI �VLQ�RU�WKH�JUDFH�RI �*RG�

7KH\� YLHZ� VDOYDWLRQ� DV� D� NLQG� RI � EDUJDLQ
ZKLFK�*RG�SURSRVHV�WR�PDNH�ZLWK�KLV�FUHDWXUHV�
WKDW�RQ�FHUWDLQ�FRQGLWLRQV�KH�ZLOO�DFFHSW�WKHP�
ZKLOH�LQ�IDFW�LW�LV�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI �UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�
HTXDOO\�DGGUHVVHG�WR�DOO�PDQNLQG��GHFODULQJ�WKDW
D�IXOO�DWRQHPHQW�IRU�VLQ�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�XSRQ�WKH
FURVV��DQG�LQYLWLQJ�HYHU\�VLQQHU�RI �$GDP·V�UDFH
LQVWDQWO\�WR�DSSURDFK�*RG�WKURXJK�&KULVW�

:KHQ�0RVHV� OLIWHG� XS� WKH� VHUSHQW� LQ� WKH
ZLOGHUQHVV��LW�ZDV�D�UHPHG\�HTXDOO\�DGDSWHG�IRU
DOO�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�ELWWHQ�(Num 21:8; John 3:14-15)��%\
ORRNLQJ� WR� WKH� VHUSHQW� WKH�SDWLHQW�ZDV�KHDOHG�
DQG�LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR� WKLV�HPEOHP��&KULVW�� LQGLV�
FULPLQDWHO\�DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�PDQNLQG��VD\V��́ /RRN
XQWR�PH�� DQG�EH�\H� VDYHG��DOO� WKH� HQGV�RI � WKH
HDUWK��IRU�,�DP�*RG��DQG�WKHUH�LV�QRQH�HOVHµ�
´D�MXVW�*RG�DQG�D�6DYLRXUµ�(Isa 45:21-22)�q

�WKH�JRVSHO�

,
VODP�FODLPV�WKDW�$OODK�LV�WKH�VDPH�*RG�ZKR
ZDV� UHYHDOHG� LQ� WKH� %LEOH�� 7KLV� ORJLFDOO\

LPSOLHV�LQ�WKH�SRVLWLYH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKH�FRQFHSW
RI�*RG�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�WKH�.RUDQ�ZLOO�FRUUHVSRQG
LQ�DOO�SRLQWV�WR�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�*RG�IRXQG�LQ
WKH�%LEOH��7KLV�DOVR�LPSOLHV� LQ�WKH�QHJDWLYH
VHQVH� WKDW� LI� WKH�%LEOH� DQG� WKH�.RUDQ�KDYH
GLIIHULQJ�YLHZV�RI�*RG��WKHQ�,VODP¶V�FODLP�LV
IDOVH�� 7KLV� LVVXH� FDQ� RQO\� EH� GHFLGHG� E\� D
FRPSDULVRQ�RI� WKH� WZR�GRFXPHQWV� LQ�TXHV�
WLRQ��,W�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�GHFLGHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI
UHOLJLRXV�ELDV�RQ�DQ\�VLGH��EXW�E\�D�IDLU�UHDG�
LQJ�RI�WKH�WH[WV�LQ�ERWK�ERRNV�

7+(�$775,%87(6�2)�*2'
0RVW�SHRSOH�VLPSO\�DVVXPH�WKDW�WKH�*RG

RI�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�WKH�*RG�LQ�WKH�.RUDQ�DUH�RQH
DQG�WKH�VDPH�*RG��MXVW�XQGHU�GLIIHUHQW�QDPHV�
%XW�ZKHQ�ZH�FRPSDUH�WKH�DWWULEXWHV�RI�*RG
LQ�WKH�%LEOH�ZLWK�WKH�DWWULEXWHV�RI�$OODK�LQ�WKH
.RUDQ��LW�LV�UDWKHU�REYLRXV�WKDW�WKHVH�WZR�DUH
QRW�WKH�VDPH�*RG��$V�D�PDWWHU�RI�KLVWRULFDO
UHFRUG��&KULVWLDQ�DQG�0XVOLP�VFKRODUV�KDYH
EHHQ�DUJXLQJ�RYHU�ZKR�KDV�WKH�WUXH�YLHZ�RI
*RG�HYHU�VLQFH�,VODP�DURVH�DV�D�UHOLJLRQ��7KH
KLVWRU\� RI� WKH� RULJLQ� DQG� PHDQLQJ� RI� WKH
$UDELDQ�µµ$OODK´�UHYHDOV�WKDW�$OODK�FDQQRW�EH
WKH�*RG�RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�SDWULDUFKV��WKH�-HZV�
RU� &KULVWLDQV�� $OODK� LV�PHUHO\� D� UHYDPSHG
DQG�PDJQLILHG�$UDELDQ�SDJDQ�PRRQ�GHLW\�

/HW¶V�ORRN�DW�VRPH�RI�WKH�KLVWRULF�GLIIHU�
HQFHV� WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�SRLQWHG�RXW� WLPH�DQG
DJDLQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�*RG�RI�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�$OODK
LQ� WKH�.RUDQ��7KHVH�SRLQWV�RI�FRQIOLFW�KDYH
EHHQ� QRWHG� LQ� VFKRODUO\� ZRUNV� IRU� RYHU� D
WKRXVDQG�\HDUV��DQG�WKH\�DUH�UHFRJQL]HG�E\
DOO�VWDQGDUG�ZRUNV�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�

Knowable vs. Unknowable�7KH� %LEOH
WHDFKHV� WKDW�*RG� LV�NQRZDEOH�� -HVXV�&KULVW
FDPH� LQWR� WKLV� ZRUOG� WKDW�ZH�PLJKW� NQRZ
*RG�� ³7KLV� LV� OLIH� HWHUQDO�� WKDW� WKH\�PLJKW
NQRZ�WKHH�WKH�RQO\�WUXH�*RG´�(John 17:3)��%XW
LQ�,VODP��$OODK�LV�XQNQRZDEOH��+H�LV�VR�WUDQ�
VFHQGHQW��VR�H[DOWHG�� WKDW�QR�PDQ�FDQ�HYHU
SHUVRQDOO\�NQRZ�$OODK��:KLOH�WKH�%LEOH�VD\V
WKDW�PDQ�FDQ�FRPH�LQWR�D�SHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQ�
VKLS�ZLWK�*RG��$OODK�LV�VR�GLVWDQW��VR�IDU�RII�
VR�DEVWUDFW��WKDW�QR�RQH�FDQ�NQRZ�KLP�

Personal vs. Nonpersonal�7KH�%LEOH�VD\V
WKDW�*RG�LV�D�SHUVRQDO�EHLQJ�ZLWK�LQWHOOHFW�
HPRWLRQ�DQG�ZLOO��7KLV�LV�LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH
$OODK�RI�WKH�.RUDQ��ZKR�LV�QRW�WR�EH�XQGHU�
VWRRG�DV�D�SHUVRQ��7KLV�ZRXOG�ORZHU�KLP�WR
WKH�OHYHO�RI�PDQ�
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