
GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUXH�JRVSHO"�)LUVW�RI�DOO��3DXO
VD\V�WKDW�WKH�*DODWLDQV��LQ�DFFHSWLQJ�WKLV�IDOVH
WHDFKLQJ��ZHUH�GHVHUWLQJ�WKH�*RG�ZKR�FDOOHG
WKHP�E\�WKH�JUDFH�RI�&KULVW� (v6)���Grace�� LV
XQPHULWHG�IDYRU��7KH�IDYRU�RI�*RG�WRZDUGV�XV
FDQQRW� EH�PHULWHG�E\� DQ\WKLQJ�ZH� FDQ�GR�
7KH�WUXH�JRVSHO�LV�LQ�LWV�HVVHQFH�³WKH�JRVSHO
RI�the grace of God��(Acts 20:24)��1RWKLQJ�LV�GXH
WR�RXU�HIIRUWV��PHULWV��RU�ZRUNV�� HYHU\WKLQJ
LQ� VDOYDWLRQ� LV� GXH� WR� WKH� JUDFH� RI� *RG²
µµ$QG�LI�E\�JUDFH��WKHQ�LV�LW�QR�PRUH�RI�ZRUNV�
RWKHUZLVH�JUDFH�LV�QR�PRUH�JUDFH��%XW�LI�LW�EH
RI�ZRUNV��WKHQ�LV�LW�QR�PRUH�JUDFH��RWKHUZLVH
ZRUN�LV�QR�PRUH�ZRUN´�(Rom 11:6)�

7KH�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�ZKR�KDG�LQYDGHG�WKLV
FKXUFK� ZHUH� D� JURXS� RI� Judaisers� ZKRVH
WHDFKLQJ� LQYROYHG� DQ� DWWHPSW� WR� FRPELQH
&KULVWLDQLW\�ZLWK� WKH� HVVHQWLDO� HOHPHQWV� RI
WKH�-HZLVK�UHOLJLRQ��7KH\�WDXJKW�WKDW�D�PDQ
PXVW� EHOLHYH� LQ� -HVXV�� EXW� in addition� WKH\
WDXJKW�WKDW�KH�DOVR�KDG�WR�EH�FLUFXPFLVHG�DQG
NHHS�WKH�ODZ�RI�0RVHV��+HDU�ZKDW�3DXO�VD\V
WR�WKH�*DODWLDQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�VXFK�WHDFKLQJ�

.QRZLQJ�WKDW�D�PDQ�LV�QRW�MXVWLILHG�E\�WKH
ZRUNV�RI�WKH�ODZ��EXW�E\�WKH�IDLWK�RI�-HVXV
&KULVW�� HYHQ� ZH� KDYH� EHOLHYHG� LQ� -HVXV
&KULVW�� WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�EH�MXVWLILHG�E\�WKH
IDLWK�RI�&KULVW��DQG�QRW�E\�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�WKH
ODZ��IRU�E\�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�WKH�ODZ�VKDOO�QR
IOHVK�EH� MXVWLILHG……,�GR�QRW� IUXVWUDWH� WKH
JUDFH�RI�*RG��IRU�LI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�FRPH�E\
WKH�ODZ��WKHQ�&KULVW�LV�GHDG�LQ�YDLQ��(2:16,21)
……KRZ� WXUQ� \H� DJDLQ� WR� WKH� ZHDN� DQG
EHJJDUO\� HOHPHQWV��ZKHUHXQWR�\H�GHVLUH
DJDLQ�WR�EH�LQ�ERQGDJH"�<H�REVHUYH�GD\V�
DQG�PRQWKV��DQG�WLPHV��DQG�\HDUV�� ,�DP
DIUDLG�RI�\RX��OHVW�,�KDYH�EHVWRZHG�XSRQ
\RX�ODERXU�LQ�YDLQ��(4:9-11)
%HKROG��,�3DXO�VD\�XQWR�\RX��WKDW�LI�\H�EH
FLUFXPFLVHG��&KULVW�VKDOO�SURILW�\RX�QRWK�
LQJ……&KULVW� LV� EHFRPH� RI� QR� HIIHFW� XQWR
\RX��ZKRVRHYHU�RI�\RX�DUH�MXVWLILHG�E\�WKH
ODZ��\H�DUH�IDOOHQ�IURP�JUDFH……)RU�LQ�-HVXV
&KULVW�QHLWKHU�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�DYDLOHWK�DQ\
WKLQJ��QRU�XQFLUFXPFLVLRQ��EXW�IDLWK�ZKLFK
ZRUNHWK�E\�ORYH��(5:2,4,6)

7KH�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�GLG�QRW�GHQ\�WKDW�\RX�PXVW
EHOLHYH� LQ� -HVXV� IRU� VDOYDWLRQ�� EXW� WKH\
VWUHVVHG�WKDW�\RX�PXVW�EH�FLUFXPFLVHG�DQG
NHHS� WKH� ODZ�� DV�ZHOO�� ,Q� RWKHU�ZRUGV�� \RX
PXVW�OHW�0RVHV�ILQLVK�ZKDW�&KULVW�KDV�EHJXQ�
<RX�PXVW�DGG�\RXU�ZRUNV�WR�&KULVW��DQG�WKXV
ILQLVK� &KULVW¶V� XQILQLVKHG� ZRUN�� %XW� 3DXO� GH�
QRXQFHV�WKLV�LQ�QR�XQFHUWDLQ�WHUPV�EHFDXVH
LW� LV� adding� KXPDQ� PHULW� WR� WKH� PHULW� RI
&KULVW��,W�LV�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�SOXV�KXPDQ�ZRUNV�
3DXO�VD\V�WKLV�LV�³SHUYHUWLQJ´�WKH�JRVSHO�RI
WKH� JUDFH� RI� *RG� (Gal 1:7)�� 7KH� *UHHN� ZRUG
WUDQVODWHG�³SHUYHUW´�RU�³GLVWRUW´�FDQ�PHDQ

UHYHUVH�� 7KHVH� IDOVH� WHDFKHUV�ZHUH� UHYHUVLQJ
WKH�JRVSHO�E\�UDGLFDOO\�FKDQJLQJ�LWV�FKDUDF�
WHU�� 7KH\�ZHUH� SUHVHQWLQJ� D� WRWDOO\�GLIIHUHQW
JRVSHO�IURP�WKDW�ZKLFK�*RG�KDG�JLYHQ��DQG�LI
D�SHUVRQ�EHOLHYHG�WKLV�IDOVH�JRVSHO�KH�ZRXOG
EHOLHYH�D�OLH�DQG�WKXV�SHULVK�HWHUQDOO\�

&RQVHTXHQWO\�D�GLYLQH�FXUVH��DQ�DQDWK�
HPD��ZDV�FDOOHG�GRZQ�XSRQ�WKHVH�-XGDLVHUV
DQG�WKHLU�WHDFKLQJ��%\�FRQWUDVW��WKH�WUXH�JRV�
SHO�LV�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�WKH�JUDFH�RI�*RG��ZKHUHE\�D
PDQ�LV�MXVWLILHG�EHIRUH�*RG�DQG�DFFHSWHG�E\
KLP�VROHO\�RQ�WKH�PHULWV�RI�WKH�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK
RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��DSDUW�IURP�DQ\�KXPDQ�ZRUNV
RI�PHULW��DQG�WKLV�LV�UHFHLYHG�RQO\�E\�WUXVWLQJ
LQ�&KULVW��WKDW�LV��E\��faith��DORQH²³PDQ�LV
QRW�MXVWLILHG�E\�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�WKH�ODZ��EXW�E\
IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW´�(2:16NKJV)��7KLV�LV�WKH�³JRRG
QHZV´�RI�WKH�JRVSHO��6LQQHUV��JXLOW\�DQG�XQ�
GHU�WKH�MXGJPHQW�RI�*RG��DUH�SDUGRQHG�DQG
DFFHSWHG� E\� KLV� JUDFH� DORQH�� KLV� IUHH� DQG
XQPHULWHG�IDYRU��RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�GHDWK�RI
&KULVW�� DQG�QRW� IRU�DQ\�ZRUNV�RU�PHULWV�RI
WKHLU�RZQ�

7KH� -XGDLVHUV�� KRZHYHU�� WRWDOO\�SHUYHUWHG
WKLV� WHDFKLQJ�RI� ³JUDFH´²E\� DGGLQJ� KXPDQ
ZRUNV��7KH\�ZHUH�WHDFKLQJ�-HVXV�plus�-XGD�
LVP��QRW�-HVXV�DORQH��7KH�-XGDLVHUV�FRXOG�QRW
DFFHSW� WKH� SULQFLSOH� RI� �faith alone.�� 7KH\
LQVLVWHG�WKDW�ZH�PXVW�FRQWULEXWH�VRPHWKLQJ
WR�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ��7KH\�DGGHG�³WKH�ZRUNV�RI
WKH�ODZ´�WR�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�DV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�RXU
DFFHSWDQFH� ZLWK� *RG�� %DVLFDOO\� WKH\� ZHUH
WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�PXVW�EHFRPH�D�-HZ��EH�FLU�
FXPFLVHG��DQG�REH\�WKH�ODZ�RI�0RVHV�

7R� IXOO\�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WKH� -XGDLVHUV¶
WHDFKLQJV� SHUYHUWHG� WKH� JRVSHO�� DQG� KRZ
WKHVH� WHDFKLQJV� VSHFLILFDOO\� UHODWH� WR� WKH
WHDFKLQJV�RI�5RPDQ�&DWKROLFLVP��LW�LV�HVVHQ�
WLDO�WKDW�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�GHWDLOV
RI�WKH�7HPSOH�ZRUVKLS�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�UHOLJLRQ�
7KH�7HPSOH�ZDV�DQ�H[DFW�UHSOLFD�RI�WKH�7DE�
HUQDFOH� WKH� -HZV� XVHG� IRU� ZRUVKLS� LQ� WKH
ZLOGHUQHVV�H[FHSW�WKDW�WKH�7HPSOH�ZDV�VWD�
WLRQDU\� DQG� H[DFWO\� GRXEOH� WKH� VL]H� RI� WKH
7DEHUQDFOH��([RGXV�FKDSWHUV����WR����JLYH�D
GHWDLOHG�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�7DEHUQDFOH��RI�WKH
DUWLFOHV�LW�FRQWDLQHG��DQG�RI�WKH�ZRUVKLS�FRQ�
GXFWHG� E\� WKH�SULHVWV� DQG�KLJK�SULHVW�� 7KH
%RRN� RI� /HYLWLFXV� DQG� +HEUHZV� ������ DOVR
JLYH� IXUWKHU�GHWDLOV�RI� WKH�7DEHUQDFOH�ZRU�
VKLS�DQG�DOO�WKDW�LW�LQYROYHG�

7KH�7DEHUQDFOH�ZDV�DQ�REORQJ�UHFWDQJXODU
VWUXFWXUH……GLYLGHG� LQWHUQDOO\� LQWR� WZR
DSDUWPHQWV��2QH�ZDV�WKH�+RO\�RI�+ROLHV
LQWR�ZKLFK�QR�RQH�HQWHUHG��QRW�HYHQ�WKH
SULHVW�H[FHSW�RQ�YHU\�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�RFFD�
VLRQV……,Q�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�DUN�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW
FRQWDLQLQJ�WKH�WDEOHV�RI�WKH�ODZ�RQ�ZKLFK
ZDV� SODFHG� WKH�PHUF\� VHDW�� VXUPRXQWHG

E\�WKH�FKHUXELP��,Q�IURQW�RI�WKHVH�ZDV�DQ
RXWHU�FKDPEHU�FDOOHG�WKH�+RO\�3ODFH……DS�
SURSULDWHG�WR�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�SULHVWV��,Q�LW
ZHUH�WKH�JROGHQ�FDQGOHVWLFN�RQ�RQH�VLGH�
WKH�WDEOH�RI�VKHZEUHDG�RSSRVLWH�DQG�EH�
WZHHQ�WKHP�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�WKH�DOWDU�RI�LQ�
FHQVH�� 7KH� FRXUW� RI� WKH� 7DEHUQDFOH� ZDV
VXUURXQGHG� E\� FDQYDV� VFUHHQV……,Q� WKH
RXWHU�KDOI�ZDV�SODFHG� WKH�DOWDU�RI�EXUQW
RIIHULQJ�DQG�EHWZHHQ�LW�DQG�WKH�WDEHUQDFOH
WKH�ODYHU�DW�ZKLFK�WKH�SULHVWV�ZDVKHG�WKHLU
KDQGV�DQG�IHHW�RQ�HQWHULQJ�WKH�7DEHUQDFOH
(Smith�s Bible Dictionary)�

7KH�FHUHPRQLDO�ZRUVKLS�RI�WKH�-HZV�ZRXOG�
WKHUHIRUH�� LQFOXGH� WKH� IROORZLQJ� HOHPHQWV�
DQ� DOWDU�� GDLO\� VDFULILFHV�� D� ODYHU� RI� ZDWHU�
SULHVWV�� D� KLJK� SULHVW�� VSHFLDO� SULHVWO\� DQG
KLJK� SULHVWO\� YHVWPHQWV� DQG� UREHV� (Exod 28)�
FDQGOHV�� LQFHQVH�� DQG� VKHZEUHDG�� 7KHQ�� LQ
WKH�URXWLQH�UHOLJLRXV�OLIH�RI�WKH�DYHUDJH�-HZ
WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�IHDVW�GD\V��WKH�JLYLQJ�RI�DOPV�
SUD\HUV�� IDVWLQJV�� DQG� DGKHUHQFH� WR� FHUWDLQ
GLHWDU\�ODZV�

$OO�RI�WKHVH�WKLQJV�ZRXOG�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ
WKH�-XGDLVHUV¶�WHDFKLQJ��,W�ZDV�-HVXV�SOXV�WKH
-HZLVK�V\VWHP��%XW�KRZ�GRHV�DOO�WKLV�UHODWH�WR
5RPDQ�&DWKROLFLVP"�7KH�HVVHQFH�RI�ZKDW�WKH
-XGDLVHUV�WDXJKW�LV�PHUHO\�FORWKHG�LQ�D�GLI�
IHUHQW�JDUPHQW��7KH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK
WHDFKHV�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�DFKLHYHG�E\�EHOLHY�
LQJ�LQ�-HVXV�DV�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�ZKR�GLHG�IRU
RXU�VLQV��E\�VWULYLQJ� WR�NHHS�WKH�7HQ�&RP�
PDQGPHQWV��DQG�E\�SDUWDNLQJ�RI�WKH�6DFUD�
PHQWV� ZKLFK� LQYROYHV� D� VDFULILFLDO� V\VWHP�
DOWDUV��SULHVWV��D�KLJK�SULHVW��DQG�WKH�H[HUFLVH
RI�JRRG�ZRUNV�VXFK�DV�SUD\HUV��IDVWLQJV��DOPV
JLYLQJ��SHQDQFHV��DQG��XQWLO�UHFHQWO\��DGKHU�
HQFH�WR�FHUWDLQ�GLHWDU\�UHVWULFWLRQV�

,Q�KLV�Question and Answer Catholic Cate-
chism,�-RKQ�+DUGRQ�6�-��WHDFKHV�RQ�WKH�QDWXUH
RI�VDOYDWLRQ���$OO�XQGHUOLQLQJ�LV�DGGHG�
412.��,V�WKH�&KXUFK�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ"

<HV��WKH�&KXUFK�LV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�
492.��,V�IDLWK�LQ�ZKDW�*RG�UHYHDOHG�VXIILFLHQW�
�����IRU�VDOYDWLRQ"

1R��ZH�PXVW�DOVR�NHHS�KLV�&RPPDQGPHQWV�
493.��+RZ�GR�ZH�NHHS�WKH�&RPPDQGPHQWV�
�����RI�*RG"

:H�NHHS�WKH�&RPPDQGPHQWV�RI�*RG�E\�OLYLQJ�D
JRRG�PRUDO�OLIH�

1119.��$UH�WKH�VDFUDPHQWV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�
�����VDOYDWLRQ"

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ZD\�*RG�KDV�ZLOOHG�WKDW�ZH�EH
VDYHG��WKH�VDFUDPHQWV�DUH�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�

1074.��:KDW�LV�KDELWXDO�RU�VDQFWLI\LQJ�
�����JUDFH"

+DELWXDO�RU�VDQFWLI\LQJ�JUDFH�LV�D�VXSHUQDWXUDO

TXDOLW\�WKDW�GZHOOV�LQ�WKH�KXPDQ�VRXO��E\�ZKLFK
D�SHUVRQ�VKDUHV�LQ�WKH�GLYLQH�QDWXUH��EHFRPHV�D
WHPSOH�RI �WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��D�IULHQG�RI�*RG��KLV
DGRSWHG�FKLOG��DQ�KHLU�WR�WKH�JORU\�RI �KHDYHQ�DQG
DEOH�WR�SHUIRUP�DFWLRQV�PHULWLQJ�HWHUQDO�OLIH�

1179.��,V�EDSWLVP�RI�ZDWHU�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�
�����VDOYDWLRQ"

,W�LV�FRPPRQO\�WDXJKW�E\�WKH�FKXUFK�WKDW�EDSWLVP
RI �ZDWHU�LV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR
KDYH�QRW�UHDFKHG�WKH�XVH�RI �UHDVRQ�

1217.��,V�WKH�(XFKDULVW�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�
�����VDOYDWLRQ"

7KH�(XFKDULVW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��WR�EH
UHFHLYHG�HLWKHU�VDFUDPHQWDOO\�RU�LQ�GHVLUH�

,W� LV� TXLWH� FOHDU� IURP� WKLV� WKDW� LQ� 5RPDQ
&DWKROLFLVP�faith in Christ alone�LV�QRW�VXIIL�
FLHQW�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��,W�LV�DOVR��necessary��WKDW
RQH�NHHS�WKH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV��EH�EDS�
WL]HG�� EHFRPH� D� PHPEHU� RI� WKH� &DWKROLF
&KXUFK��DQG�SDUWDNH�UHJXODUO\�RI�WKH�VDFUD�
PHQWV��,W�LV�QRW�Jesus alone,�EXW�-HVXV�SOXV�DOO
WKHVH� RWKHU� WKLQJV�� 6LJQLILFDQWO\�� DOO� WKHVH
RWKHU�WKLQJV�DUH�SUDFWLFDOO\�LGHQWLFDO�WR�WKH
-XGDLVHUV� V\VWHP� DQG� WHDFKLQJV�� 1RWH� WKH
VWULNLQJ�SDUDOOHOV�EHWZHHQ�5RPDQ�&DWKROLFLVP
DQG�WKH�-XGDLVHUV�

7KH�SDUDOOHO�LV�TXLWH�FOHDU��7KH�VDPH�FKDUJH�WKDW
3DXO� OHYHOHG� DJDLQVW� WKH� -XGDLVHUV� FDQ� EH
OHYHOHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�
7KH�PHVVDJH�RI�*DODWLDQV�DSSOLHV�GLUHFWO\�WR
5RPDQ�&DWKROLFLVP�EHFDXVH�LWV�JRVSHO�LV�the
same� DV� WKDW� RI� WKH� -XGDLVHUV�� 7KLV� LV� WKH
UHDVRQ�ZK\�WKHUH�FDQ�EH�QR�XQLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH
5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�DQG�WUXH�&KULVWLDQV�
,V�LW�QRW�SODLQ�WR�VHH�WKDW�3DXO�FHUWDLQO\�VDZ
QR�JURXQGV� IRU�XQLW\�EHWZHHQ�KLPVHOI� DQG
WKH�-XGDLVHUV"�$V�RQH�KDV�ULJKWIXOO\�VDLG�
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:KHQ�WKH�LVVXH�EHWZHHQ�XV�LV�WULYLDO��ZH
PXVW�EH�DV�SOLDEOH�DV�SRVVLEOH��%XW�ZKHQ
WKH�WUXWK�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�LV�DW�VWDNH��ZH�PXVW
VWDQG�RXU�JURXQG��,I�PHQ�RSSRVH�WKH�WUXWK
RI� WKH� JRVSHO�� ZH� PXVW� QRW� KHVLWDWH� WR
RSSRVH�WKHP�

'LG�3DXO�FRQVLGHU�WKH�-XGDLVHUV�WUXH�&KULV�
WLDQV"�Absolutely not��7KH\�ZHUH�SHUYHUWLQJ
WKH�JRVSHO�DQG�OHDGLQJ�PHQ�LQWR�SHUGLWLRQ��,V
5RPDQ�&DWKROLFLVP�WUXO\�&KULVWLDQ"�2Q�WKH
EDVLV� RI� DOO� WKDW� LW� WHDFKHV� FRQWUDU\� WR� WKH
%LEOH��DQG�LQ�YLHZ�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�LV�LQ�HIIHFW
D�PRGHUQ�GD\�-XGDLVLQJ�V\VWHP��WKH�DQVZHU
LV�absolutely not��&DWKROLFLVP¶V�WHDFKLQJ�RQ
VDOYDWLRQ��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�LWV�JRVSHO��LV�HVVHQ�
WLDOO\�ZKDW�3DXO�FRQGHPQV�DQG�XSRQ�ZKLFK
KH�SURQRXQFHV�D� FXUVH��+H� VDLG� WKRVH�ZKR
UHFHLYHG� WKH� WHDFKLQJ� RI� WKH� -XGDLVHUV� GH�
VHUWHG�WKH�JRVSHO��HYHQ�VR�GR�WKRVH�ZKR�DG�
KHUH�WR�&DWKROLF�WHDFKLQJ��3DXO�VDLG�HYHQ�LI
DQ� DQJHO� IURP� KHDYHQ� ZHUH� WR� SUHDFK� WKH
JRVSHO�RI�WKH�-XGDLVHUV�KH�VKRXOG�EH�UHMHFWHG
DQG�DFFXUVHG��7KHVH�DUH�VHYHUH�ZRUGV��EXW�LW
LV�*RG�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�ZKR�LQVSLUHG�WKHP�

2Q� WKH� EDVLV� RI� WKHLU� RZQ� RIILFLDO�
DXWKRULWDWLYH� VWDWHPHQWV� RI� GRFWULQH� LW� LV
FOHDU� WKDW� WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK� DQG
WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�DUH�GLDPHWULFDOO\�RSSRVHG�
7R�DFFHSW�WKH�RQH�\RX�PXVW�UHMHFW�WKH�RWKHU�
7R� DGKHUH� WR� WKH� WHDFKLQJ� RI� WKH� &DWKROLF
&KXUFK�RQ�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�WHDFKLQJ
RI�D�-XGDLVLQJ�V\VWHP�ZKLFK�LV�GHQRXQFHG�E\
*RG�DV��a false gospel.��,W�GHFHLYHV�PHQ�LQWR
WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�ZDONLQJ�LQ� WKH� WUXWK
ZKHQ�LQ�IDFW�WKH\�KDYH�GHSDUWHG�IURP�LW�

7KLV�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�WHDFK
5RPDQ� &DWKROLF� GRFWULQH� DUH� LQVLQFHUH� RU
SXUSRVHO\� GHFHSWLYH� SHRSOH�� 7KH� -XGDLVHUV
ZHUH�VLQFHUH��PRUDO��DQG�H[WUHPHO\�UHOLJLRXV�
%XW� WKH\� ZHUH� WHUULEO\� GHFHLYHG�� :KHQ� LW
FRPHV�WR�WKH�JRVSHO��LWV�WUXWK�PXVW�EH�PDLQ�
WDLQHG�LQ�SXULW\��ZLWKRXW�DQ\�VXEWUDFWLRQV�RU
DGGLWLRQV�� DQG� OR\DOW\� WR� WKDW� JRVSHO�PXVW
WDNH� SUHFHGHQFH� RYHU� OR\DOW\� WR� SHRSOH�� WR
IDPLO\��RU�WR�D�FKXUFK��7R�EH�GLVOR\DO�WR�WKDW
JRVSHO�LV�WR�EH�GLVOR\DO�WR�*RG��6LQFHULW\�LV
QHYHU� WR� EH� WKH� XOWLPDWH� WHVW� E\�ZKLFK�ZH
PHDVXUH�D�VSLULWXDO�WHDFKHU�RU�DQ�RUJDQL]D�
WLRQ��7KH�XOWLPDWH�WHVW�LV�DOZD\V�FRQVLVWHQF\
ZLWK�WKH�UHYHDOHG�WUXWK�RI�*RG¶V�:RUG��5H�
OLJLRXV� OHDGHUV�DQG�WHDFKHUV�FDQ�EH�VLQFHUH
DQG�\HW�EH�VLQFHUHO\�ZURQJ�

6RPHWKLQJ�ZH�OHDUQ�IURP�&KULVW¶V�GHDO�
LQJV�ZLWK�WKH�VFULEHV�DQG�3KDULVHHV�LV�WKDW�LW
LV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�XV�WR�JLYH�RXUVHOYHV�GHYRWHGO\
WR� D� V\VWHP� RI� UHOLJLRQ� ZKLFK� FDOOV� LWVHOI
³&KULVWLDQ�́ �EXW�ZKHQ�LW� LV�WHVWHG�E\�6FULS�
WXUH��LW�FDQ�SURYH�QRW�WR�EH�WUXH�&KULVWLDQLW\
DW�DOO��,I�ZH�DGKHUH�WR�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�PHQ

ZKLFK�DUH�RSSRVHG�WR�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��WKHQ
RXU�ZRUVKLS�DQG�DOO�RXU�UHOLJLRXV� OLIH� LV� in
vain,�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�VLQFHUH�ZH�PD\�EH��2XU
ZRUVKLS�PXVW�EH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�WUXWK��³*RG�LV
D� 6SLULW�� DQG� WKH\� WKDW� ZRUVKLS� KLP� PXVW
ZRUVKLS�KLP�LQ�VSLULW�DQG�LQ�WUXWK´�(John 4:24)�
&KULVW�VDLG�RI�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�RI�KLV�GD\�

7KLV�SHRSOH�KRQRUHWK�PH�ZLWK�WKHLU�OLSV�
EXW�WKHLU�KHDUW�LV�IDU�IURP�PH��+RZEHLW�LQ
YDLQ� GR� WKH\� ZRUVKLS� PH�� WHDFKLQJ� IRU
GRFWULQHV�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQWV�RI�PHQ��)RU
OD\LQJ�DVLGH�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQW�RI�*RG��\H
KROG�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�PHQ� (Mark 7:6-8)

<HW�WKH�VFULEHV�DQG�3KDULVHHV�ZHUH�QRW�LQVLQ�
FHUH��7KH\�ZHUH�]HDORXV�DERXW�WKHLU�UHOLJLRXV
DQG�PRUDO�OLIH��%XW�WKHLU�ZRUVKLS�ZDV�LQ�YDLQ�
,W� SURILWHG� WKHP� QRWKLQJ�� ,W� GLG� QRW� EULQJ
WKHP�WR�*RG��:K\"�7KH\�HOHYDWHG�WKH�WHDFK�
LQJV�RI�PHQ�DERYH�WKH�WUXWK�RI�*RG¶V�:RUG�
7KH\�GLVWRUWHG�DQG�PLVLQWHUSUHWHG�ZKDW�*RG
KDG�VDLG��5RPDQ�&DWKROLFLVP¶V�WHDFKLQJ�RQ
VDOYDWLRQ�FRQWUDGLFWV�WKH�%LEOH��,W�HOHYDWHV�WKH
WUDGLWLRQV� RI� PHQ� WR� D� SRVLWLRQ� DERYH� WKH
:RUG�RI�*RG��7R�DGKHUH�WR�VXFK�WHDFKLQJ�LV
WR� FRPH� XQGHU� WKH� MXGJPHQW� ZKLFK� -HVXV
VSRNH�DJDLQVW�WKH�VFULEHV�DQG�3KDULVHHV��,W�LV
WR�ZRUVKLS�*RG�in vain.

1R�RQH�LV�VDYHG�E\�WU\LQJ�WR�PHULW�*RG¶V
IDYRU��1R�RQH� LV�VDYHG�ZKR�DGGV�DQ\WKLQJ� WR
IDLWK� LQ� &KULVW� IRU� MXVWLILFDWLRQ� DQG� DFFHS�
WDQFH�ZLWK�*RG��1R� RQH� LV� VDYHG�ZKR�GH�
SHQGV�RQ�ZKDW�WKH\�GR�WR�EH�VDYHG²ZKHWKHU
LW�EH�EDSWLVP��UHFHLYLQJ�VDFUDPHQWV��WLWKLQJ�
VHOI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�� JLYLQJ� WR� WKH� SRRU�
FKXUFK�DWWHQGDQFH��LQGXOJHQFHV��RU�DQ\�RWKHU
UHOLJLRXV�GXW\�

*RG¶V�:RUG�UHYHDOV�WKDW�VLQQHUV�DUH�³MXV�
WLILHG�IUHHO\�E\�KLV�JUDFH´²WKH�XQPHULWHG�DQG
XQGHVHUYHG�JLIW�RI�*RG�(Rom 3:24)��³,I�E\�JUDFH�
WKHQ�LV�LW�no more of works:�RWKHUZLVH�JUDFH
LV�QR�PRUH�JUDFH´�(Rom 11:6)���Not by works�RI
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�GRQH��EXW�DF�
FRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�PHUF\�KH�VDYHG�XV´�(Titus 3:5)��,I
ZH�DUH�VDYHG��ZH�DUH�VDYHG�QRW�E\�RXU�ZRUNV�
EXW� E\� *RG¶V� JUDFH� DQG� PHUF\� DORQH�� ³%\
JUDFH�DUH�\H�VDYHG�WKURXJK�IDLWK��DQG�WKDW�QRW
RI� \RXUVHOYHV�� LW� LV� WKH� JLIW� RI� *RG��not of
works,�OHVW�DQ\�PDQ�VKRXOG�ERDVW´�(Eph 2:8-9)�
7KLV�JLIW�LV�UHFHLYHG�RQO\�E\�WUXVWLQJ�LQ�&KULVW�
DV�ZH�IRUVDNH�DOO�RI�RXU�RZQ�HIIRUWV�WR�VDYH
RXUVHOYHV��DQG�FHDVH�WR�WUXVW�LQ�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW
ZH� FRXOG� HYHU� GR� WR�PDNH� RXUVHOYHV� ULJKW
ZLWK�*RG�(see Luke 18:9-14)�

7XUQ�IURP�\RXU�VLQ�DQG�HYHU\�RWKHU�FRQ�
ILGHQFH�� DQG� UHVW� LQ� WKH� ILQLVKHG� ZRUN� RI
&KULVW�ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�D�SHUIHFW�VDOYDWLRQ�IRU
DOO�ZKR�SXW�WKHLU�WUXVW�LQ�KLP�q

² %LOO�:HEVWHU

7he gospel of Christ�LV�JRRG�QHZV�RI�SDUGRQ
WR� WKH� JXLOW\�� DGGUHVVLQJ� DOO� DV� HTXDOO\

JXLOW\�EHIRUH�*RG�� ,W� UHYHDOV�DQ�DWRQHPHQW
VXIILFLHQW� IRU� DOO�� DQG� HYHU\RQH� LV� FRP�
PDQGHG�WR�UHFHLYH�LW�DV�D�IDLWKIXO�VD\LQJ��WKDW
³&KULVW� -HVXV� FDPH� LQWR� WKH� ZRUOG� WR� VDYH
VLQQHUV´�(1 Tim 1:15)��7KH�JRVSHO�LV�DGGUHVVHG�WR
WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�³IDU�IURP�ULJKWHRXVQHVV´�(Isaiah
46:12)��ZKR�DUH�SRRU��DQG�EOLQG��DQG�QDNHG�
ZKR�KDYH�QR�PRQH\�WR�SXUFKDVH�VDOYDWLRQ�
QR�PHULW�WR�UHFRPPHQG�WKHP�WR�WKH�IDYRU�RI
*RG�(Isaiah 55:1; Luke 7:42)�

&KULVW�FDPH�QRW�WR�FDOO�WKH�ULJKWHRXV��EXW
VLQQHUV�WR�UHSHQWDQFH�(Matt 9:13)��,I�ZH�DUH�QRW
VLQQHUV��ZH�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�JRV�
SHO��DQG�LI�ZH�DUH�VLQQHUV��OHW�XV�QRW�UHMHFW�WKH
FRXQVHO�RI�*RG�DJDLQVW�RXUVHOYHV��E\�YDLQO\
VXSSRVLQJ�WKDW�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�XV�JLYHV�XV�D
SHFXOLDU�FODLP�WR�KLV�IDYRU��RU�E\�LPDJLQLQJ
WKDW�RXU�VLQV�DUH�WRR�JUHDW�WR�EH�IRUJLYHQ��7KH
WKLHI� XSRQ� WKH� FURVV�ZDV� VDYHG�E\� IDLWK� LQ
-HVXV�� DQG� QRQH� VKDOO� HQWHU� KHDYHQ� LQ� DQ\
RWKHU� ZD\�� 2XU� RQO\� SOHD� LV� WKLV²µµ*RG� EH
PHUFLIXO�WR�PH�D�VLQQHU�́

$OWKRXJK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�DUH�VR�FOHDU�RQ
WKLV�VXEMHFW��LW�LV�D�VWXPEOLQJ�EORFN�DQG�IRRO�
LVKQHVV�WR�WKH�JUHDW�ERG\�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KHDU
WKH�JRVSHO�� ,W�RIIHQGV� WKHLU�SULGH� WR�EH�SXW
XSRQ� D� OHYHO� ZLWK� WKH� RXWFDVWV� RI� VRFLHW\�
VXUHO\�� WKH\� WKLQN�� VRPH�GLIIHUHQFH�ZLOO� EH
PDGH��EXW�WKH\�HUU��QRW�NQRZLQJ�WKH�6FULS�
WXUHV��QRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�PDOLJQLW\�RI�VLQ
RU�WKH�JUDFH�RI�*RG��7KH\�YLHZ�VDOYDWLRQ�DV�D
NLQG�RI�EDUJDLQ�ZKLFK�*RG�SURSRVHV�WR�PDNH
ZLWK�KLV�FUHDWXUHV��WKDW�RQ�FHUWDLQ�FRQGLWLRQV
KH�ZLOO� DFFHSW� WKHP��ZKLOH� LQ� IDFW� LW� LV� WKH
PHVVDJH�RI�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��HTXDOO\�DGGUHVVHG
WR�DOO�PDQNLQG��GHFODULQJ�WKDW�D�IXOO�DWRQH�
PHQW�IRU�VLQ�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�XSRQ�WKH�FURVV�
DQG� LQYLWLQJ� HYHU\� VLQQHU� RI� $GDP¶V� UDFH
LQVWDQWO\�WR�DSSURDFK�*RG�WKURXJK�&KULVW�

:KHQ�0RVHV�OLIWHG�XS�WKH�VHUSHQW�LQ�WKH
ZLOGHUQHVV��LW�ZDV�D�UHPHG\�HTXDOO\�DGDSWHG
IRU�DOO�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�ELWWHQ�(Num 21:8; John 3:14-15)�
%\� ORRNLQJ� WR� WKH� VHUSHQW� WKH� SDWLHQW� ZDV
KHDOHG�� DQG� LQ� UHIHUHQFH� WR� WKLV� HPEOHP�
&KULVW��LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\�DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�PDQ�
NLQG��VD\V��³/RRN�XQWR�PH��DQG�EH�\H�VDYHG�
DOO�WKH�HQGV�RI�WKH�HDUWK��IRU�,�DP�*RG��DQG
WKHUH�LV�QRQH�HOVH¶¶²³D�MXVW�*RG�DQG�D�6DYLRU´
(Isaiah 45:21-22)�q

�WKH�JRVSHO�
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7he Roman Catholic Church�WHDFKLQJV�RQ
WKH� 0DVV�� WKH� 3ULHVWKRRG�� &RQIHVVLRQ�

3HQDQFH��WKH�(XFKDULVW��DQG�%DSWLVP�DOO�FRP�
ELQH� WR� IRUP� D� V\VWHP� RI� VDOYDWLRQ�� 7KH
FKXUFK�DVVHUWV�WKDW�WKHVH�WKLQJV�DUH�DOO�QHFHV�
VDU\�IRU�D�SHUVRQ�WR�EH�VDYHG��7KH\�FODLP�WKDW
EHLQJ�EDSWL]HG� LQ� WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�DQG
IROORZLQJ�WKHLU�WHDFKLQJV�LQ�WKHVH�DUHDV�FDQ
OHDG�RQH�LQ�WKH�SDWK�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��7KH�%LEOH�
KRZHYHU��SUHVHQWV�D�FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\
RI�EHLQJ�VDYHG��7KLV�FDQ�EH�FOHDUO\�VHHQ�IURP
WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO¶V�letter to the Galatians.�7KLV
HSLVWOH�FRQWDLQV�VRPH�YHU\�VWURQJ�ODQJXDJH�
,W¶V�D�OHWWHU�RI�ZDUQLQJ�DQG�RI�MXGJPHQW��,WV
PDLQ�WKHPH�LV�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�&KULVW��LWV�PDLQ
LQWHQW�LV�WR�GHIHQG�WKDW�JRVSHO�IURP�WKH�SHU�
YHUVLRQV�RI�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�

&HUWDLQ�PHQ�ZKR�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH
*DODWLDQ� FKXUFK�KDG�EHJXQ� WR� WHDFK�HUURUV
DERXW�WKH�ZD\�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��DQG�WR�VSUHDG�D
IDOVH� JRVSHO�� 8QGHU� WKH� LQVSLUDWLRQ� RI� WKH
+RO\� 6SLULW� DQG�ZLWK� LQWHQVH� HPRWLRQ� DQG
LQGLJQDWLRQ��3DXO�ZULWHV�D�OHWWHU�LQ�ZKLFK�KH
GHIHQGV�WKH�WUXH�JRVSHO��H[SRVHV�WKH�HUURU�RI
WKH�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV��DQG�XWWHUV�D�GLYLQH�FXUVH
DJDLQVW� DQ\RQH�ZKR� GLVWRUWV� WKH� JRVSHO� RI
&KULVW��7KH�JRVSHO�ZKLFK�WKHVH�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV
HVSRXVHG�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�LGHQWLFDO�ZLWK�WKDW�RI
WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��+RZ�FDQ�WKLV�EH
GHPRQVWUDWHG"� 3DXO� EHJLQV� KLV� OHWWHU� E\
FOHDUO\�GHILQLQJ�KLV�FRQFHUQ�

,�PDUYHO�WKDW�\H�DUH�VR�VRRQ�UHPRYHG�IURP
KLP�WKDW�FDOOHG�\RX�LQWR�WKH�JUDFH�RI�&KULVW
XQWR�DQRWKHU�JRVSHO��ZKLFK�LV�QRW�DQRWKHU�
EXW� WKHUH�EH�VRPH�WKDW� WURXEOH�\RX��DQG
ZRXOG� SHUYHUW� WKH� JRVSHO� RI�&KULVW�� %XW
WKRXJK� ZH�� RU� DQ� DQJHO� IURP� KHDYHQ�
SUHDFK� DQ\� RWKHU� JRVSHO� XQWR� \RX� WKDQ
WKDW�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�SUHDFKHG�XQWR�\RX��OHW
KLP�EH�DFFXUVHG��(Gal 1:6-9)

6WURQJ� ZRUGV� LQGHHG�� $� GLYLQH� FXUVH� ZDV
SURQRXQFHG�XSRQ�WKHVH�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV��:K\
VXFK�VHYHULW\"�EHFDXVH�WKH�LVVXHV�DW�VWDNH�LQ
WKH�SXULW\�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�KDYH�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH
JORU\� RI� *RG� DQG� WKH� HWHUQDO� GHVWLQLHV� RI
PHQ��,I�WKDW�JRVSHO�LV�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�GLVWRUWHG�RU
SHUYHUWHG��LW�UHVXOWV�LQ�PHQ�EHLQJ�HWHUQDOO\
GDPQHG�DQG�LW�UREV�*RG�RI�KLV�JORU\�

:KR� ZHUH� WKHVH� SHRSOH� WKDW� 3DXO� GH�
QRXQFHG�VR�VWURQJO\"�$QG�ZKDW�ZDV�WKH�HV�
VHQFH� RI� WKHLU� ³JRVSHO´� WKDW� PDGH� LW� D
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