
IURP�DOO�VLQ��DQG�(2)�D�SHUIHFW�ULJKWHRXVQHVV
LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��0RUPRQV�IDLO�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW
NHHSLQJ�ODZV��HYHQ�LI�FDOOHG�³WKH�ODZV�RI�WKH
JRVSHO´��QHYHU�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�DQ\RQH¶V
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�LQ�WKH�VLJKW�RI�*RG��7KH�%LEOH
GHFODUHV��³%\�WKH�GHHGV�RI�WKH�ODZ�VKDOO�QR
IOHVK�EH�MXVWLILHG�LQ�KLV�VLJKW´�(Rom 3:20)��7KH
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�WKDW�*RG�GHPDQGV�RI�VLQQHUV
DQG�ZKLFK�KH�SURYLGHV�IRU�WKHP�LQ�WKH�JRVSHO
LV�ZLWKRXW�RU�DSDUW�IURP� WKH�ODZ��³%XW�QRZ�WKH
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�*RG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�ODZ�LV�PDQL�
IHVW�´�%HOLHYHUV�DUH�MXVWLILHG�³IUHHO\�E\�KLV�JUDFH´
WKURXJK�&KULVW¶V�UHGHPSWLRQ�(Rom 3:21,24)�

0RUPRQ�SULHVWV�� OLNH�WKH�SULHVWV�RI�ROG�
SHUIRUP� WKHLU� ZRUNV� LQ� YDLQ�� ³$QG� HYHU\
SULHVW�VWDQGHWK�GDLO\�PLQLVWHULQJ�DQG�RIIHU�
LQJ�RIWHQWLPHV�WKH�VDPH�VDFULILFHV��ZKLFK�FDQ
QHYHU�WDNH�DZD\�VLQV´�(Heb 10:11)��+RZ�SLWLIXO
WKDW�0RUPRQV�VWLOO�WKLQN�VDOYDWLRQ�GHSHQGV
XSRQ�VXEVHUYLHQFH�WR�VXFK�SULHVWV��DQG�WKDW
WKHUH�FDQ�EH�QR�VDOYDWLRQ�RXWVLGH�WKHLU�IROG�

([FHSW�PHQ�FRPH�WR�WKHVH�OHJDO�DGPLQLV�
WUDWRUV�DQG�OHDUQ�RI�&KULVW�DQG�KLV�ODZV�DV
QHZO\�UHYHDOHG�RQ�HDUWK��WKH\�FDQQRW�EH
VDYHG�LQ�KLV�HYHUODVWLQJ�NLQJGRP�3

0RUPRQ� SULHVWV� DUH� QR� PRUH� DEOH� WR� VDYH
WKDQ�,VUDHO¶V�SULHVWV��:KDW�D�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH
IXOO�DVVXUDQFH�HQMR\HG�E\�WUXVWLQJ�LQ�&KULVW
ZKR�E\�RQH�VDFULILFH�IRU�VLQ�³SHUIHFWHG�IRUHYHU
WKHP� WKDW�DUH�VDQFWLILHG�́ �2I�EHOLHYHUV��QRW
ODZ�NHHSHUV��*RG�VD\V��³7KHLU�VLQV�DQG�LQLT�
XLWLHV�ZLOO�,�UHPHPEHU�QR�PRUH´�(Heb 10:14,17)�

0RUPRQV�GRQ¶W� UHDOL]H�WKDW� LQ�DGGLWLRQ
WR�SDUGRQ�IURP�DOO�WKHLU�VLQV��WKH\�PD\�KDYH
&KULVW¶V� SHUIHFW� ULJKWHRXVQHVV� DVFULEHG� WR
WKHP��³HYHQ�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�*RG�ZKLFK
LV�E\�IDLWK�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�XQWR�DOO�DQG�XSRQ�DOO
WKHP� WKDW�EHOLHYH´� (Rom 3:21-22)��'DYLG�NQHZ
³WKH�EOHVVHGQHVV�RI�WKH�PDQ�XQWR�ZKRP�*RG
LPSXWHWK�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZLWKRXW�ZRUNV´�(Rom 4:6)�
$EUDKDP�³EHOLHYHG�*RG�DQG�LW�ZDV�FRXQWHG�XQWR
KLP�IRU�ULJKWHRXVQHVV´� (Rom 4:3-5)��$QG�ZK\
ZDV�VR�PXFK�ZULWWHQ�DERXW�$EUDKDP¶V�ULJKW�
HRXVQHVV�E\�IDLWK"�³1RZ�LW�ZDV�QRW�ZULWWHQ
IRU�KLV�VDNH�DORQH��WKDW�LW�ZDV�LPSXWHG�WR�KLP�
EXW�IRU�XV�DOVR��WR�ZKRP�LW�VKDOO�EH�LPSXWHG��LI
ZH�EHOLHYH�RQ�KLP�WKDW�UDLVHG�XS�-HVXV�RXU
/RUG�IURP�WKH�GHDG´�(Rom 4:23-24)�

0RUPRQV�ZKR�UHIXVH�WKH�IUHH�JLIW�RI�FRP�
SOHWH�SDUGRQ�DQG�SHUIHFW�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�DUH
PXFK�OLNH�WKH�-HZV�RI�3DXO¶V�GD\��³7KH\�KDYH
D�]HDO�RI�*RG��EXW�QRW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�NQRZO�
HGJH��)RU�WKH\��EHLQJ�LJQRUDQW�RI�*RG¶V�ULJKW�
HRXVQHVV��DQG�JRLQJ�DERXW�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKHLU
RZQ� ULJKWHRXVQHVV�� KDYH� QRW� VXEPLWWHG
WKHPVHOYHV�XQWR�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�*RG´
(Rom 10:2-3)��$�ULJKWHRXV�*RG�GHPDQGV�WKDW�ZH
EH�ULJKWHRXV��2XU�RQO\�KRSH�LV�WR�EH�FORWKHG
LQ�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�&KULVW�

Faith Alone
0RUPRQV�WHDFK�WKDW� MXVWLILFDWLRQ�FRPHV

³WKURXJK� WKH� IDLWK� DQG� JRRG� ZRUNV� RI� WKH
VLQQHU�́ �DQG�³LV�FRQGLWLRQHG�XSRQ�LQGLYLGXDO
HIIRUW�́ 4�7DOPDGJH�ULGLFXOHV�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI
³MXVWLILFDWLRQ� E\� EHOLHI� DORQH´� FDOOLQJ� LW� ³D
PRVW�SHUQLFLRXV�GRFWULQH�́ 5�+H�DFFXVHV�XV�RI
WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�³D�ZRUG\�SURIHVVLRQ�RI�EHOLHI
VKDOO� RSHQ� WKH� GRRUV� RI� KHDYHQ� WR� WKH� VLQ�
QHU�́ 6�7KLV�FDULFDWXUH�RI�&KULVWLDQ�GRFWULQH�LV
QRW� WDXJKW� E\� WKH� &KULVWLDQ� &KXUFK�� 7KH
DWRQHPHQW�RI�&KULVW�DORQH�RSHQV�WKH�GRRUV�RI
KHDYHQ��$�VLQQHU�ZKR�E\�IDLWK�LGHQWLILHV�KLP�
VHOI�ZLWK�&KULVW�LV�MXVWLILHG��QRW�E\�ZKDW�KH
GRHV��EXW�E\�ZKDW�&KULVW�KDV�GRQH��
0F&RQNLH�FODLPV�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�JUDFH�DORQH�

$OO�PHQ�DUH�VDYHG�E\�JUDFH�DORQH�ZLWKRXW
DQ\�DFW�RQ�WKHLU�SDUW��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�WKH\
DUH�UHVXUUHFWHG�DQG�EHFRPH�LPPRUWDO�EH�
FDXVH�RI�WKH�DWRQLQJ�VDFULILFH�RI�&KULVW�7

+RZHYHU��OLVWHQ�WR�KLP�IXUWKHU�RQ�VDOYDWLRQ�
$OO� PHQ� E\� WKH� JUDFH� RI� *RG� KDYH� WKH
SRZHU�WR�JDLQ�HWHUQDO� OLIH��7KLV�LV�FDOOHG
VDOYDWLRQ�E\�JUDFH�FRXSOHG�ZLWK�REHGLHQFH
WR�WKH�ODZV�DQG�RUGLQDQFHV�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�8
6DOYDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG�LV�DYDLO�
DEOH� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� DWRQLQJ� EORRG� RI
&KULVW��%XW�LW�LV�UHFHLYHG�RQO\�RQ�FRQGLWLRQ
RI�IDLWK��UHSHQWDQFH��EDSWLVP��DQG�HQGXU�
LQJ�WR�WKH�HQG�LQ�NHHSLQJ�WKH�FRPPDQG�
PHQWV�RI�*RG�9

%\�adding�ZRUNV�WR�IDLWK��0RUPRQV�GHVWUR\�WKH
YHU\�HVVHQFH�RI�grace.�µµ$QG�LI�E\�JUDFH��WKHQ
LW�LV�QR�PRUH�RI�ZRUNV��RWKHUZLVH�JUDFH�LV�QR
PRUH�JUDFH��%XW�LI�LW�EH�RI�ZRUNV��WKHQ�LW�LV�QR
PRUH� JUDFH�� RWKHUZLVH� ZRUN� LV� QR� PRUH
ZRUN´�(Rom 11:6)��7KHVH�SULQFLSOHV�DUH�PXWXDOO\
H[FOXVLYH� EHFDXVH�ZRUNV� UHFHLYH� D�PHULWHG
UHZDUG�EXW�JUDFH�LV�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�XQGHVHUYLQJ�
³1RZ�WR�KLP�WKDW�ZRUNHWK�LV�WKH�UHZDUG�QRW
UHFNRQHG�RI�JUDFH�� EXW�RI�GHEW��%XW� WR�KLP
WKDW� ZRUNHWK� QRW�� EXW� EHOLHYHWK� RQ� KLP� WKDW
MXVWLILHWK�WKH�XQJRGO\��KLV�IDLWK�LV�FRXQWHG�IRU
ULJKWHRXVQHVV´�(Rom 4:4-5)��*UDFH�LV�XQPHULWHG
IDYRU�� WKH� IUHH� JLIW� RI� *RG�� 7KH�0RUPRQV¶
DWWHPSWHG� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI�ZRUNV� DQG� IDLWK
UHYHDOV�D�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ERWK�

Faith Plus Works
0RUPRQV�WHDFK�EDSWLVPDO�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��µµ$V

D�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�DFW�RI�REHGLHQFH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI
VLQV�LV�JUDQWHG�́ 10�2Q�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�'RFWULQH
DQG�&RYHQDQWV��RQH�ZKR�LV�QRW�EDSWL]HG�FDQQRW
EH�VDYHG��µµ$QG�KH�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�DQG�LV�EDS�
WL]HG� VKDOO�EH� VDYHG��DQG�KH� WKDW�EHOLHYHWK
QRW��DQG�LV�QRW�EDSWL]HG��VKDOO�EH�GDPQHG´
(112:29)�� -HVXV� GLG� QRW� DGG� WKH� ODVW� QHJDWLYH
ZKLFK�LV�ORJLFDOO\�YHU\�VWURQJ��,W¶V�RQH�WKLQJ
WR� VD\�� ³+H� WKDW� LV�RI�DJH�YRWHV�́ � EXW�TXLWH
DQRWKHU�WR�VD\��µµ$Q\RQH�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�YRWH

LV�QRW�RI�DJH�́ �,W¶V�RQH�WKLQJ�WR�VD\��³+H�WKDW
EHOLHYHWK�DQG�LV�EDSWL]HG�VKDOO�EH�VDYHG´�(Mark
16:16)� EXW�TXLWH�DQRWKHU�WR�VD\��³+H�WKDW�EHOLHY�
HWK�QRW�DQG�LV�QRW�EDSWL]HG�VKDOO�EH�GDPQHG´
�-RVHSK�6PLWK��0RUPRQ� IRXQGHU���%DSWLVP� LV
HVVHQWLDO�IRU�0RUPRQV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�WKLQN�LW
LV�³WKH�PHDQV�ZKHUHE\�HDFK�VLQQHU�PD\�UH�
FHLYH�D�FOHDQVLQJ� IURP�KLV�SDVW�́ 11�$QG�WKH
RQO\�EDSWLVP�WKH\�UHFRJQL]H�DV�YDOLG�LV�RQH
SHUIRUPHG�E\�0RUPRQ�RIILFLDOV�12

$OVR�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�WKH�OD\LQJ
RQ�RI�KDQGV�E\�WKH�0RUPRQ�SULHVWKRRG�LQ�RUGHU
WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��2I�WKLV�DQG�EDS�
WLVP�� LW� LV� VDLG�� ³:LWKRXW� WKHVH� RUGLQDQFHV
RQH�FRXOG�QRW�EH�VDYHG�́ 13

7KH�EHVWRZDO�RI�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW��ZKLFK�LV
WR�EH�UHJDUGHG�DV�D�FRQIHUUHG�ULJKW�WR�KLV
PLQLVWUDWLRQV��LV�HIIHFWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�RU�
GLQDQFH�RI�WKH�+RO\�3ULHVWKRRG��DFFRPSD�
QLHG�E\�WKH�LPSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�KDQGV�RI�KLP
RU�WKRVH�RIILFLDWLQJ�14

%XW� WKH� %LEOH� WHDFKHV� WKDW� WKH� +RO\� 6SLULW
FRPHV�XSRQ�DOO�ZKR�EHOLHYH�(Rom 8:9,14; 1 Cor 12:13)�
0RUPRQV�ZKR�YLHZ�EDSWLVP�DQG�OD\LQJ�RQ
RI�KDQGV�DV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�VDOYDWLRQ�GHVSHUDWHO\
QHHG�WR�EH�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�3DXO¶V�ZRUGV�WR
WKRVH�ZKR�SUHDFKHG�IDLWK�SOXV�ZRUNV�LQ�KLV�GD\�

)RU�E\�JUDFH�DUH�\H�VDYHG�WKURXJK�IDLWK�
DQG�WKDW�QRW�RI�\RXUVHOYHV��LW�LV�WKH�JLIW�RI
*RG�� QRW� RI� ZRUNV�� OHVW� DQ\� PDQ� VKRXOG
ERDVW��(Eph 2:8-9)

Faith ��Without Works��
:K\� LV� WKH�0RUPRQ�PHVVDJH� D� ³IDOVH´

JRVSHO"�7KH�%LEOH�LV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�SDVVDJHV�WKDW
WHDFK�WKDW�ZH�DUH�MXVWLILHG�E\�IDLWK�DORQH15²
³MXVWLILHG�E\�IDLWK�ZLWKRXW�WKH�GHHGV�RI�WKH
ODZ´�(Rom 3:28)��7KH�JRVSHO�SURFODLPV�³VDOYD�
WLRQ�E\�IDLWK�́ �0RUPRQV�WHDFK�WKDW�MXVWLILFD�
WLRQ�FRPHV�E\�³IDLWK�plus�REHGLHQFH�́ �7KHLU
JRVSHO�SURFODLPV�³VDOYDWLRQ�E\�ZRUNV�́

-XVWLILFDWLRQ�LV�E\�IDLWK�DORQH��LW�LV�VSHFLIL�
FDOO\�VDLG�WR�EH��without works.��,Q�IDFW��IDLWK
PXVW� EH� DORQH�� RU� LW� LV� QRW� ³IDLWK´� LQ� WKH
ELEOLFDO�VHQVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG��7KH�YHU\�LGHD�RI
³EHOLHYLQJ� RQ� &KULVW´�PHDQV� WKDW�ZH� WUXVW
KLP�DV� WKH�2QH�ZKR� ILQLVKHG� WKH� ³ZRUN´�RI
VDOYDWLRQ��VR�WKDW�WKHUH¶V�QRWKLQJ�OHIW�IRU�XV
WR� GR�� ³%XW� WR� KLP� WKDW� worketh not,� EXW
EHOLHYHWK�RQ�KLP�WKDW�MXVWLILHWK�WKH�XQJRGO\�
KLV�IDLWK�LV�FRXQWHG�IRU�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��(YHQ
DV�'DYLG�DOVR�GHVFULEHWK�WKH�EOHVVHGQHVV�RI
WKH�PDQ�� XQWR�ZKRP�*RG� LPSXWHWK� ULJKW�
HRXVQHVV�without works��(Rom 4:5-6)��)DLWK�DQG
ZRUNV�KHUH�H[FOXGH�RQH�DQRWKHU��:KHQ�WKH
³-XGDL]HUV´�RI�*DODWLD�WULHG�WR�WHDFK�MXVWLIL�
FDWLRQ�E\�³IDLWK�plus�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�́ �3DXO�FRQ�
GHPQHG�WKHP�DV�³IDOVH�EUHWKUHQ�́ � WHDFKLQJ
³DQRWKHU�JRVSHO´��D�IDOVH�JRVSHO ���DQG�XWWHUHG

WKH� VWURQJHVW�RI� FXUVHV�XSRQ� WKHP� (Gal 1:6-9;
5:1-4)�� 7KH� 6FULSWXUHV� WHDFK� WKDW� WR� DGG� DQ\
³ZRUNV´�WR�³IDLWK´�LV�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�³VDOYDWLRQ
E\�ZRUNV´�DQG�WR�SODFH�RQHVHOI�XQGHU�D�FXUVH�
%XW�VRPHRQH�PD\�VD\�

<HV��EXW�3DXO�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ�KHUH�RQO\�RI
WKH�ZRUNV�RI�WKH�0RVDLF�ODZ��QRW�ZRUNV�RI
REHGLHQFH�WR�&KULVW��,W¶V�WUXH�WKDW�ZH�FDQ¶W
EH�MXVWLILHG�E\�IDLWK�SOXV�NHHSLQJ�WKH�ODZ
RI�0RVHV��EXW�ZH�FDQ�EH�MXVWLILHG�E\�IDLWK
SOXV� REHGLHQFH� WR� WKH� FRPPDQGV� RI
&KULVW�

1RWKLQJ� FRXOG� EH� IXUWKHU� IURP� WKH� WUXWK�
:KHQ�3DXO�VHW�RXW�WR�FRQWUDVW�³VDOYDWLRQ�E\
IDLWK´�ZLWK�³VDOYDWLRQ�E\�ZRUNV�́ �KH�ZDV�QRW
IRU�RQH�PRPHQW�OLPLWLQJ�KLPVHOI�WR�WKH�ZRUNV
RI�WKH�ODZ�RI�0RVHV��+H�RIWHQ�VLQJOHG�RXW�WKH
ODZ�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�³UHOLJLRXV
KDQJ�XS´�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�KLV�GD\��%XW�ZKHQ
3DXO�VD\V�WKDW�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�LV�E\�IDLWK�DQG�WKDW
ZRUNV�FDQ�KDYH�QR�SDUW�LQ�LW��KH�LV�VSHDNLQJ�RI
DOO�KXPDQ�DFWLYLW\�RU�JRRGQHVV�ZKDWVRHYHU�

&RQVLGHU�5RPDQV�������³)RU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ
EHLQJ�QRW�\HW�ERUQ��QHLWKHU�KDYLQJ�GRQH�DQ\
JRRG�RU�HYLO��WKDW�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�*RG�DFFRUG�
LQJ�WR�HOHFWLRQ�PLJKW�VWDQG��QRW�RI�ZRUNV��EXW
RI�KLP�WKDW�FDOOHWK�́ �:KDW�GRHV�3DXO�PHDQ�E\
WKH�WHUP�³ZRUNV´"²doing �any good or evil.�
2U�DJDLQ��*RG�³KDWK�VDYHG�XV��DQG�FDOOHG�XV
ZLWK� DQ� KRO\� FDOOLQJ�� QRW� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� RXU
ZRUNV��EXW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�RZQ�SXUSRVH�DQG
JUDFH´�(2 Tim 1:9)��+HUH�RXU�ZRUNV�DUH�FRQWUDVWHG
ZLWK�³*RG¶V�RZQ�SXUSRVH�DQG�JUDFH�́ �:KDW
DUH�³ZRUNV´�WKHQ"�1RW�WKH�GHHGV�RI�WKH�ODZ
RI�0RVHV�RQO\��EXW�anything in the realm of
human activity and initiative.� (YHQ� WUXO\
ULJKWHRXV�GHHGV�DUH�UXOHG�RXW��³1RW�E\�ZRUNV�RI
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�GRQH��EXW�DFFRUG�
LQJ� WR�KLV�PHUF\�KH�VDYHG�XV´� (Titus 3:5)�� ,W¶V
REYLRXV� WKDW� 3DXO� LQWHQGHG� KLV� ZRUGV� WR
PHDQ� DQ\� DQG� DOO� UHOLJLRXV� FHUHPRQLHV� RU
FRPPDQGPHQWV� WKDW� PHQ� PLJKW� VHW� IRUWK
DORQJVLGH�RI�IDLWK�DV�D�³FRQGLWLRQ´�RI�MXVWLIL�
FDWLRQ��QRW�MXVW�WKH�RQHV�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�EH
D�SUREOHP�LQ�KLV�RZQ�GD\�

Faith Works by Love
$QRWKHU�FRPPRQ�REMHFWLRQ�LV�WKLV��³%XW

-DPHV�WHDFKHV�WKDW�IDLWK�ZLWKRXW�ZRUNV�LV�GHDG´
(James 2:14-26)��7KDW¶V�YHU\�WUXH��%XW�ZH�QHHG�WR
XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�3DXO�DQG�-DPHV�DUH�QRW�GHDO�
LQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�LVVXH��3DXO�LV�WHDFKLQJ�RQ
WKH�QDWXUH�RI�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�ZKLOH�-DPHV�LV�WHDFK�
LQJ� RQ� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� IDLWK�� -DPHV� LV� WHOOLQJ
SHRSOH�ZKR�³SURIHVV´�WR�EH�D�&KULVWLDQ��ZKR
VKRZ�QR�HYLGHQFH�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV�RI�D�OLNHQHVV
WR�&KULVW��WR�VKRZ�KLP�WKHLU�IDLWK�(James 2:18)�
%XW�IDLWK�FDQQRW�EH�VHHQ��WKXV�WKH�EHVW�ZD\
IRU�XV�WR�SURYH�RXU�IDLWK�LV�WR�EH�³GRHUV�RI�WKH



ZRUG��DQG�QRW�KHDUHUV�RQO\´�(James 1:22)��7KRVH
ZKR�³GR´�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG�ZLOO�OLYH�D�ULJKW�
HRXV� OLIH� LQ� ORYLQJ�REHGLHQFH�WR�&KULVW� (Matt
7:21; 1 John 2:17)��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKHLU�³IDLWK�ZLOO
ZRUN�E\�ORYH´�(Gal 5:6)��7KDW¶V�ZK\�-DPHV�VDLG�
³,�ZLOO�VKHZ�WKHH�P\�IDLWK�E\�P\�ZRUNV´�(2:18)�

³)DLWK�DORQH´�MXVWLILHV��EXW�WKH�IDLWK�WKDW
MXVWLILHV�LV�QHYHU�DORQH��,W¶V�DOZD\V�DFFRPSD�
QLHG�E\�JRRG�ZRUNV��,W¶V�DOZD\V�VHHQ�WKURXJK
D� ULJKWHRXV� OLIH� RI� JRGOLQHVV� DQG� KROLQHVV�
-DPHV�LV�FRQFHUQHG�IRU�SURIHVVLQJ�EHOLHYHUV
ZKR�DUH�QRW�WUXO\�VDYHG��WKH\¶UH�QRW�MXVWLILHG�
7KH\�KDYH�IDLWK��EXW�WKHLU�IDLWK�LV�³GHDG�´�,W¶V
XVHOHVV��LGOH��DQG�XQIUXLWIXO�(James 2:17,20)��2QO\
WKDW�IDLWK�WKDW�EHDUV�IUXLW�LV�DOLYH�DQG�JHQX�
LQH��-HVXV�WDXJKW�WKDW�D�WUHH�LV�NQRZQ�E\�LWV
IUXLW�(Matt 7:16-20)��-XVW�DV�ZRUNV�GR�QRW�SURGXFH
MXVWLILFDWLRQ��WKH�IUXLW�GRHV�QRW�EULQJ�WKH�WUHH
LQWR�H[LVWHQFH��7KH�IUXLW�RQO\�UHYHDOV�ZKDW�W\SH
RI�WUHH�LW�LV�DQG�ZKHWKHU�LW¶V�DOLYH�RU�GHDG�

:KHQ�-DPHV�VD\V�WKDW�$EUDKDP�ZDV�³MXV�
WLILHG�E\�ZRUNV�ZKHQ�KH�RIIHUHG�XS� ,VDDF´
(2:21)��KH�GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ� WKDW�$EUDKDP¶V�VLQV
ZHUH�QRW�IRUJLYHQ�XQWLO�WKDW�WLPH��$EUDKDP
ZDV� MXVWLILHG� VRPH� ��� \HDUV� EHIRUH�� (see Rom
4:9-11)��-DPHV�LV�VLPSO\�VD\LQJ�WKDW�MXVWLI\LQJ
IDLWK�DOZD\V�PDQLIHVWV�LWVHOI�WKURXJK�ZRUNV�
2XU�SHUVRQV�DUH�MXVWLILHG�EHIRUH�*RG�³E\�IDLWK´�
RXU�IDLWK� LV� MXVWLILHG�EHIRUH�PHQ�³E\�ZRUNV�́
³+H�WKDW�VDLWK��,�NQRZ�KLP��DQG�NHHSHWK�QRW
KLV�FRPPDQGPHQWV��LV�D�OLDU��DQG�WKH�WUXWK�LV
QRW�LQ�KLP´�(1 John 2:4)��7KH�WUXH�EHOLHYHU�LV�D
IROORZHU�RI�&KULVW�ZKR�KDV�D�KHDUW�WKDW�GHVLUHV
WR�REH\�KLV�FRPPDQGV��EXW�JRRG�ZRUNV�DUH
WKH�RXWFRPH�(Eph 2:10)��QRW�WKH�FDXVH�(Eph 2:8-9)��RI
VDOYDWLRQ�LQ�&KULVW�

3DXO�DQG�-DPHV�DUH�GHIHQGLQJ�WKH�JRVSHO
DJDLQVW�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�HUURUV²WZR�GHDGO\�NLQGV
RI�IDLWK��7KH\�DUH�QRW�DQWDJRQLVWV�IDFLQJ�HDFK
RWKHU�ZLWK�FURVVHG�VZRUGV��WKH\�VWDQG�EDFN
WR� EDFN�� FRQIURQWLQJ� GLIIHUHQW� IRHV� RI� WKH
JRVSHO��-DPHV�LV�ZDUQLQJ�RI�WKH�ZURQJ�NLQG
RI�IDLWK²WKDW�LV��PHUH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�DVVHQW�RU
belief�in facts.�(YHQ�LI�WKHVH�IDFWV�DUH�WUXH��WKLV
W\SH�RI�IDLWK�FDQQRW�VDYH��3DXO¶V�FRQFHUQ�LV
RYHU�D�GLIIHUHQW�HUURU²faith with the wrong
object.�3DXO�ZDV�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH
WUXVWLQJ� LQ� WKHLU� RZQ�ZRUNV� RU� REHGLHQFH�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�WUXVWLQJ�&KULVW�DORQH�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ�
7KLV�NLQG�RI�IDLWK��IDLWK�LQ�ZRUNV��GRHV�SURGXFH
D� FKDQJHG� OLIH�� /LNH� WKH� 3KDULVHHV�� SHRSOH
ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�ZRUNV�DUH�QHFHVVDU\�LQ�RU�
GHU�WR�EH�VDYHG�DUH�]HDORXV�WR�SHUIRUP�WKHVH
ZRUNV��%XW�QHLWKHU�IDLWK�LQ�IDFWV�QRU�IDLWK�LQ
ZRUNV�VDYHV��3DXO�DQG�-DPHV�ERWK�WDXJKW�WKDW
VDOYDWLRQ�LV�UHFHLYHG�³E\�IDLWK´²WUXVWLQJ�LQ
WKH�ILQLVKHG�ZRUN�RI�&KULVW�DORQH��7KLV�LV�WUXH
VDYLQJ� IDLWK�� DQG�ZLWK� LW�FRPHV�HWHUQDO� OLIH
DQG�D�QHZ�KHDUW�WKDW�GHVLUHV�WR�JORULI\�&KULVW�

Faith is Not a Work
6RPHRQH�PD\�VD\�DJDLQ�

%XW�HYHQ�LI�\RX�VD\�WKDW�PHQ�DUH�VDYHG�E\
IDLWK�DORQH��VWLOO�EHOLHYLQJ�LWVHOI�LV�MXVW�DQRWKHU
W\SH�RI�ZRUN²VRPHWKLQJ�PHQ�GR�LQ�REHGL�
HQFH�WR�&KULVW�ZKLFK�REWDLQV�*RG¶V�IDYRU�

1RW�DW�DOO��:KHQ�*RG�SURQRXQFHV�VLQQHUV�WR
EH�ULJKWHRXV� LQ�KLV� VLJKW��KH¶V� ORRNLQJ�WR� WKH
EORRG�DQG�PHULWV�RI�&KULVW��QRW�WKH�IDLWK�RI
PDQ��7KH�JRVSHO�LV�QRW�D�³QHZ�ODZ´�LQ�VRPH
VHQVH�RI�FRPPDQGLQJ�XV�WR��do��VRPHWKLQJ
LQ�RUGHU�WR�³JHW�VDYHG�́ �2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��WKH
YHU\� LGHD�RI�³EHOLHYLQJ� LQ�&KULVW´�LQYROYHV
JLYLQJ�XS�HQWLUHO\�RQ�DOO�RI�RXU�RZQ�³GRLQJ´
DQG� DELOLW\�� -XVWLI\LQJ� IDLWK�� LQ� LWV�YHU\� HV�
VHQFH��LV�UHOLDQFH�XSRQ�DQRWKHU��,W¶V�WKH�DWWL�
WXGH� RI� RQH�ZKR� KDV� JLYHQ�XS� DOO� KRSH� RI
DQ\WKLQJ�YLUWXRXV�KH�FRXOG�HYHU�GR�

7KH�VLQQHU�ZKR�WUXVWV�LQ�&KULVW�LV�OLNH�WKH
SRRU�VZLPPHU�ZKR�ILQDOO\�UHDOL]HV�WKDW�OHIW
WR� KLV� RZQ� HIIRUWV� KH¶OO� GURZQ�� FHDVHV� WR
VWUXJJOH� DJDLQVW� WKH� OLIHJXDUG�� DQG� FRP�
SOHWHO\�UHOD[HV� LQ�KLV�FDUH��:KRHYHU�FODLPV
WKDW�IDLWK�LV�MXVW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�
DQG�WKDW�\RX�PXVW�do�WKLV�DQG�WKDW�VWUXJJOLQJ
WR�NHHS�DIORDW�WKH�UHVW�RI�\RXU�OLIH��KDV�QRW
WUXVWHG�LQ�&KULVW�

2XU�/RUG�JLYHV�D�ILQH�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKLV
LQ� -RKQ¶V� JRVSHO� ZKHQ� KH� H[SODLQV� VDYLQJ
IDLWK�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�VHUSHQW�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV
(Num 21:4-9)��-XVW�DV�WKH�VHUSHQW�ZDV�OLIWHG�XS
E\�0RVHV�WKDW�PHQ�PLJKW�ORRN�XSRQ�LW�DQG�EH
VDYHG�� VR� -HVXV� ZRXOG� EH� OLIWHG� XS� RQ� WKH
FURVV� WKDW� ZKRVRHYHU� EHOLHYHV²³ORRNV´²
XSRQ�KLP�PLJKW�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH��+RZ�ZHUH
PHQ� VDYHG� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� WKH� VHUSHQW"� E\
³ORRNLQJ�SOXV�ZRUNV´"�E\�³ORRNLQJ�SOXV�EDS�
WLVP´"�E\�³ORRNLQJ�SOXV�REHGLHQFH´"�No��E\
�looking� alone�²³:KHQ�KH�ORRNHWK�XSRQ�LW�
KH�VKDOO�OLYH´�(Num 21:8)��$QG�VLQFH�IDLWK�LV�WKH
JD]H�RI�WKH�VRXO�XSRQ�&KULVW��LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH
WR�H[HUFLVH�ELEOLFDO�IDLWK�DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH
EH�ORRNLQJ�WR�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�RXU�REHGLHQFH�
7KRVH�ZKR�SXW�FRQILGHQFH� LQ�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW
&KULVW²ZKHWKHU�LW�EH�D�UHIRUPHG�OLIH��FKXUFK
PHPEHUVKLS��EDSWLVP��RU�OD\LQJ�RQ�RI�KDQGV²
DUH�VWLOO�WUXVWLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�ZRUNV�DQG�PXVW
VXUHO\�SHULVK�

:KHQ� 0RVHV� OLIWHG� XS� WKH� VHUSHQW� RI
EUDVV�RQ� WKDW�SROH�� WKRVH� ,VUDHOLWHV�ZHUH� WR
FHDVH� FRPSOHWHO\� IURP� GRLQJ� DQ\WKLQJ�� WKHLU
H\HV�ZHUH�WR�EH�WRWDOO\�GLUHFWHG�DZD\�IURP
WKHPVHOYHV�� 7KH� SURPLVH� ZDV�� ³(YHU\� RQH
WKDW�LV�ELWWHQ��ZKHQ�KH�ORRNHWK�XSRQ�LW��VKDOO
OLYH´�(Num 21:8)��7KDW�ZDV�WKHLU�VROH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
just look�� 1RWKLQJ� HOVH�� 7KH\� ZHUH� QRW� WR
FRQVLGHU�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�VHUSHQW�WR�GHWHUPLQH
WKH� H[WHQW� RI� WKH� YHQRP�� WKH\�ZHUH� QRW� WR

ODQFH�WKH�ZRXQG�DQG�JR�DERXW�VXFNLQJ�RXW
WKH�SRLVRQ��WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�WR�DSSO\�D�WRXUQL�
TXHW�RU�ZDWFK�WKH�VZHOOLQJ��WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�WR
FDOO�IRU�KHOS�IURP�WKHLU�NLQVPHQ��D�GRFWRU��RU
D�SULHVW�� WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�HYHQ�VR�PXFK�DV�WR
FDVW�DQRWKHU�JODQFH�DW�WKH�ZRXQG²WKHUH�ZDV
QRWKLQJ�IRU�WKHP�EXW�MXVW�WR�believe God,�DQG
FHDVH�IURP�DOO�WKHLU�GRLQJ��DQG�DOO�WKHLU�HI�
IRUWV��DQG�DOO�WKHLU�DQ[LHWLHV��DQG�ORRN�DZD\�

2XU�H\HV�DUH�WR�EH�IDVWHQHG�XSRQ�&KULVW
DORQH��OLIWHG�XS�DV�RXU�VXEVWLWXWH�DW�&DOYDU\�
³,I�D�VHUSHQW�KDG�ELWWHQ�DQ\�PDQ��ZKHQ�KH
EHKHOG……KH� OLYHG´�(Num 21:9)��He lived��µµ$QG�DV
0RVHV�OLIWHG�XS�WKH�VHUSHQW�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV�
HYHQ�VR�PXVW�WKH�6RQ�RI�PDQ�EH�OLIWHG�XS��WKDW
ZKRVRHYHU�believeth in him�VKRXOG�QRW�SHU�
LVK��EXW�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH´�(John 3:14-15)��6DOYD�
WLRQ�UHDFKHV�XV�MXVW�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH��DQG�MXVW�DV�ZH
DUH��KHOSOHVV��JXLOW\��DQG�QHHG\��7UXH�IDLWK�LV
QRW�D�JLYHU��EXW�D�UHFHLYHU��,W¶V�QRW�DQ�DFWRU�
EXW� DQ� RQORRNHU�� ,W¶V� QRW� D� EXLOGHU�� EXW� D
EHKROGHU��Look and Live

0QV�UCXGF�CTG�YG�D[�VT[KPI�
HTQO�UGNH�ECP�EQOG�PQ�CKF�
6KU�QP�VJG�DNQQF�TGN[KPI�
QPEG�HQT�QWT�TCPUQO�RCKF�
6KU�NQQMKPI�WPVQ�,GUWU�
VJG�JQN[�1PG�CPF�,WUV�

6KU�JKU�ITGCV�YQTM�VJCV�UCXGU�WU�
KV�KU�PQV�VT[��DWV�VTWUV�

0Q�FGGFU�QH�QWTU�CTG�PGGFGF�
VQ�OCMG�%JTKUVOU�OGTKV�OQTG�
0Q�HTCOGU�QH�OKPF�QT�HGGNKPIU�
ECP�CFF�VQ�JKU�ITGCV�UVQTG�
6KU�UKORN[�VQ�TGEGKXG�JKO�
VJG�JQN[�1PG�CPF�,WUV�
6KU�QPN[�VQ�DGNKGXG�JKO�
KV�KU�PQV�VT[��DWV�VTWUV�
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7KHUH¶V�RQH�WKLQJ�DOO�IDOVH�UHOLJLRQ�FDQQRW
SXW�XS�ZLWK²WKH�freeness�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�

6RPHWKLQJ�KDV�WR�EH�FRQWULEXWHG��WKH\�WKLQN�
WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�KXPDQ�HIIRUW��VRPH�W\SH
RI�REHGLHQFH� WR�WKHLU�UHOLJLRXV�RUGHU��$V�WKH\
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:H�KROG�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�IURP�VLQ�LV�REWDLQ�
DEOH� RQO\� WKURXJK� REHGLHQFH�� DQG� WKDW
ZKLOH�WKH�GRRU�WR�WKH�NLQJGRP�KDV�EHHQ
RSHQHG� E\� WKH� VDFULILFLDO� GHDWK� DQG� WKH
UHVXUUHFWLRQ� RI� RXU� /RUG� WKH� &KULVW�� QR
PDQ�PD\�HQWHU�WKHUH�H[FHSW�E\�KLV�SHUVRQDO
DQG� YROXQWDU\� DSSOLFDWLRQ� H[SUHVVHG� LQ
WHUPV�RI�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�SUHVFULEHG�ODZV
DQG�RUGLQDQFHV�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�1

&KULVW¶V�ZRUN�RQO\�³RSHQV�WKH�GRRU´��PDQ¶V
ZRUN� PXVW� GR� WKH� UHVW�� &KULVW� PDNHV� WKH
GRZQ�SD\PHQW��0RUPRQV�PXVW�PDNH�SD\�
PHQWV�DOO�WKHLU�OLYHV��)RU�0RUPRQV��WKHQ��WKH
DWRQHPHQW�ZDV�QRW�FRPSOHWHO\�SURYLGHG�E\
&KULVW�� (OGHU� %UXFH� 5��0F&RQNLH� ULGLFXOHV
WKH�&KULVWLDQ�EHOLHI�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�EDVHG�RQ
WKH� PHULWV� RI� &KULVW� DORQH� DQG� QRW� RQ� WKH
JURXQG�RI�KXPDQ�PHULW�

&KULVWLDQV� VSHDN� RIWHQ� RI� WKH� EORRG� RI
&KULVW�DQG�LWV�FOHDQVLQJ�SRZHU��0XFK�WKDW
LV� EHOLHYHG� DQG� WDXJKW� RQ� WKLV� VXEMHFW�
KRZHYHU�� LV� VXFK� XWWHU� QRQVHQVH� DQG� VR
SDOSDEO\�IDOVH�WKDW�WR�EHOLHYH�LW�LV�WR�ORVH
RQH¶V� VDOYDWLRQ��0DQ\� JR� VR� IDU�� IRU� LQ�
VWDQFH��DV�WR�SUHWHQG��DW� OHDVW��WR�EHOLHYH
WKDW�LI�ZH�FRQIHVV�&KULVW�ZLWK�RXU�OLSV�DQG
DYRZ�WKDW�ZH�DFFHSW�KLP�DV�RXU�SHUVRQDO
6DYLRU��ZH�DUH�WKHUHE\�VDYHG��+LV�EORRG�
ZLWKRXW� DQ\� RWKHU� DFW� WKDQ�PHUH� EHOLHI�
WKH\�VD\��PDNHV�XV�FOHDQ�2

,W�LV�WUXH�WKDW�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�³MXVWLILFDWLRQ�E\
IDLWK´�FDQ�EH�GLVWRUWHG��1HYHUWKHOHVV��DQ\RQH
ZKR�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�WKH�DWRQLQJ�ZRUN�RI�&KULVW
SURYLGHG�RQO\�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�SHRSOH�WR
DFKLHYH�WKHLU�RZQ�VDOYDWLRQ�KDV�PLVVHG�WKH
KHDUW�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�

Justification by Faith
0RUPRQV�QHHG�WR�KHDU�WKH�JODG�WLGLQJV�RI

MXVWLILFDWLRQ�E\�IDLWK��,W�SURYLGHV�(1)�SDUGRQ
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