
7KH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI �*RG� LQ�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�DOVR�KXPEOHV�RXU
QDWXUDOO\�SURXG�KHDUWV��:H�WHQG�WR�WKLQN�WRR�KLJKO\�RI �RXUVHOYHV
DQG� RXU� DELOLWLHV��+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�ZH� FRPH� WR� VHH� WKDW�ZH
ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�VXUUHQGHUHG�WR�*RG�LI �KH�GLG�QRW�ILUVW�ZRUN
LQ�XV��ZH�DUH�JUHDWO\�KXPEOHG��7KHUH·V� VRPHWKLQJ� LQ�HYHU\
IDOOHQ�FKLOG�RI�$GDP�WKDW�ZDQWV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�VRPHWKLQJ�WR
WKHLU�RZQ�VDOYDWLRQ��:H�ZDQW�WR�DGG�D�OLWWOH�RI �RXU�RZQ�ZRUNV
DQG�HIIRUW�VR�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�YLHZHG�DV�D�FRRSHUDWLYH�HIIRUW
EHWZHHQ�XV�DQG�*RG��%XW�WKLV�LV�QRW�ZKDW�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�WHDFK�
QRU�ZLOO�WKH\�DOORZ�XV�WR�PRYH�LQ�WKDW�GLUHFWLRQ��7KH�DSRVWOH
3DXO�ZULWHV��́ )RU�E\�JUDFH�DUH�\H�VDYHG�WKURXJK�IDLWK��DQG�WKDW
QRW�RI�\RXUVHOYHV��LW�LV�WKH�JLIW�RI �*RG��QRW�RI�ZRUNV��OHVW�DQ\
PDQ�VKRXOG�ERDVWµ�(Eph 2:8-9)��+LV�PHDQLQJ�LV�FOHDU��7KHUH�LV
QRWKLQJ� ZH� FDQ� DGG��:H� FRQWULEXWH� QRWKLQJ� EXW� RXU� RZQ
VLQIXOQHVV� DQG� XQZRUWKLQHVV��:H� FRPH� WR�*RG� DV� HPSW\�
KDQGHG�EHJJDUV�ORRNLQJ�WR�KLV�PHUF\�LQ�&KULVW�DORQH��6DOYD�
WLRQ�LV�WKH�IUHH�DQG�JUDFLRXV�JLIW�RI �*RG��:H�DUH�QRW�VDYHG
EHFDXVH�RI �DQ\WKLQJ�ZH�KDYH�GRQH��RU�EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�VRPH�
KRZ� EHWWHU� WKDQ� RXU� QHLJKERUV�� RU�PRUH� GHVLUDEOH� WR�*RG
ZKHQ� FRQVLGHUHG� DSDUW� IURP� &KULVW�� *RG·V� VRYHUHLJQW\� LQ
VDOYDWLRQ�PHOWV� DZD\�RXU� SULGH� DQG� OHDYHV� XV� QR� URRP� IRU
ERDVWLQJ��$QG�LQ�LWV�SODFH�WKHUH�JURZV�D�GHHS�WKDQNIXOQHVV�IRU
VXFK�D�JUHDW�VDOYDWLRQ�WKDW�KDV�FRPH�WR�ORVW�VLQQHUV�VXFK�DV
ZH�ZHUH�DQG�DW�VXFK�D�JUHDW�FRVW�

7KH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI �*RG�LQ�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�DOVR�JLYHV�XV�FRQIL�
GHQFH�DV�ZH�IDFH�WKH�IXWXUH��:H�FDQ�VWDQG�RXU�JURXQG�DJDLQVW
VSLULWXDO�RSSRVLWLRQ�EHFDXVH�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�KH�ZKR�KDV�EHJXQ
WKH� JRRG� ZRUN� LQ� XV� ZLOO� FDUU\� LW� RQ� WR� FRPSOHWLRQ�� $V
&KULVWLDQV�ZH�TXLFNO\�EHFRPH�DZDUH�RI �WKH�PDQ\�GLIILFXOWLHV
WKDW�ZH�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�JR�WKURXJK�LQ�OLIH��7KHUH�DUH�WHUULEOH�IRHV
ZKR�WU\�WR�NHHS�XV�IURP�SHUVHYHULQJ�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG�DQG�ZKR
GLVFRXUDJH�XV�WLPH�DQG�WLPH�DJDLQ��,W�LV�QR�ZRQGHU�WKHQ�WKDW
GRXEWV� DQG� IHDUV� DULVH� DERXW� WKH� XOWLPDWH� RXWFRPH� RI� RXU
FRPPLWPHQW��:H�VRPHWLPHV�ZRQGHU�LI �ZH�ZLOO�PDNH�LW�WR�WKH
HQG��:LOO�ZH�EH�DEOH�WR�KROG�RQ�WR�-HVXV�DPLG�WKH�WZLVWV�DQG
WXUQV�RI �OLIH"�:LOO�ZH�SURYH�WR�EH�YDOLDQW�VROGLHUV�RU�ZLOO�ZH
WXUQ�EDFN�LQ�GLVJUDFH"�$OWKRXJK�ZH�KDYH�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW
UROH�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�NHHSLQJ�LQ�VWHS�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�(Gal 5:25)
DQG�NHHSLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�WKH�ORYH�RI �*RG�(Jude 21)��ZH�DUH�QRW
NHSW�E\�RXU�RZQ�HIIRUWV�DORQH��*RG��ZKR�FDOOHG�XV�E\�KLV�JUDFH
LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��ZLOO�NHHS�XV�E\�KLV�JUDFH�XQWLO�WKH�HQG��6R
3DXO�FDQ�VD\�ZLWK�JUHDW�DVVXUDQFH��´%HLQJ�FRQILGHQW�RI�WKLV
YHU\�WKLQJ��WKDW�KH�ZKLFK�KDWK�EHJXQ�D�JRRG�ZRUN�LQ�\RX�ZLOO
SHUIRUP�LW�XQWLO�WKH�GD\�RI �-HVXV�&KULVWµ�(Phil 1:6)��*RG�LV�RQ
RXU� VLGH�� +H� KDV� EURXJKW� XV� WR� KLPVHOI�� DQG� KH� ZLOO� QRW
DEDQGRQ�XV�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��+H�ZLOO�NHHS�XV�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�WKH
HQG��:H�DUH�VDIH�LQ�WKH�KDQG�RI�-HVXV�DQG�LQ�WKH�KDQG�RI �WKH
)DWKHU�ZKR�JDYH�XV�WR�KLP��$V�-HVXV�VDLG�

0\�VKHHS�KHDU�P\�YRLFH��DQG�,�NQRZ�WKHP��DQG�WKH\�IROORZ
PH�� DQG� ,� JLYH�XQWR� WKHP� HWHUQDO� OLIH�� DQG� WKH\� VKDOO� QHYHU
SHULVK��QHLWKHU�VKDOO�DQ\�PDQ�SOXFN�WKHP�RXW�RI �P\�KDQG��0\
)DWKHU��ZKLFK�JDYH�WKHP�PH��LV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�DOO��DQG�QR�PDQ�LV
DEOH�WR�SOXFN�WKHP�RXW�RI �P\�)DWKHU·V�KDQG�(John 10:27-29)�
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�
KH� GRFWULQH� RI � WKH� VRYHUHLJQW\� RI � *RG� DQFKRUV� RXU
SUD\HUV��6RPH�SHRSOH� WKLQN� WKDW�EHOLHI � LQ� WKH�VRYHU�
HLJQW\�RI �*RG�FKRNHV�RII �SUD\HU��7KH\�GR�QRW�VHH�WKH

QHHG�WR�SUD\�LI �*RG�LV�LQ�FRPSOHWH�FRQWURO�RI �WKH�VLWXDWLRQ
DQG�KLV�ZLOO�LV�XOWLPDWH��)RUWXQDWHO\��WKH�%LEOH�GRHV�QRW�UHDVRQ
LQ�WKLV�ZD\��LQ�IDFW��WKH�%LEOH�JRHV�LQ�WKH�RSSRVLWH�GLUHFWLRQ�
)RU�H[DPSOH��DIWHU�EHLQJ�UHOHDVHG�E\�WKH�-HZLVK�DXWKRULWLHV�LQ
$FWV����������3HWHU�DQG�-RKQ�ZHQW�EDFN�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�SHRSOH
DQG� UHSRUWHG� DOO� WKDW� KDG� KDSSHQHG� WR� WKHP��7KLV� LQ� WXUQ
FDXVHG�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�UDLVH�WKHLU�YRLFHV�WRJHWKHU�LQ�SUD\HU�WR
*RG��,Q�WKH�SUD\HU�WKDW�IROORZHG�WKH\�UHIOHFWHG�XSRQ�*RG�DV
WKH�6RYHUHLJQ�/RUG�ZKR�PDGH�WKH�KHDYHQV�DQG�WKH�HDUWK��DQG
HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�WKHP��+H�LV�QRW�RQO\�WKH�FUHDWRU�*RG�EXW�KH�LV
D�VSHDNLQJ�*RG�ZKR�KDV�UHYHDOHG�KLPVHOI �E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW
WKURXJK�WKH�PRXWK�RI�KLV�VHUYDQW��WKHLU�IDWKHU�'DYLG��/RQJ
EHIRUH�+HURG�DQG�3RQWLXV�3LODWH�PHW�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�*HQ�
WLOHV� DQG� WKH� SHRSOH� RI� ,VUDHO� LQ� WKH� FLW\� RI � -HUXVDOHP� WR
FRQVSLUH�DJDLQVW�*RG·V�KRO\�VHUYDQW�-HVXV�ZKRP�KH�DQRLQWHG�
*RG�SUHGLFWHG�ZKDW�ZRXOG�WDNH�SODFH��$QG�ZKHQ�WKH\�DFWHG
IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�UHDVRQV�DV�DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI �WKH�FRUUXSWLRQ�RI
WKHLU�KHDUWV�� WKH\�GLG�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�KLV�SRZHU�DQG�ZLOO�KDG
GHFLGHG�EHIRUHKDQG�VKRXOG�KDSSHQ�(Acts 2:23; 4:27-28)��6R�UDWKHU
WKDQ�GLVFRXUDJLQJ�SUD\HU��/XNH�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�WKH�VRYHUHLJQW\
RI�*RG�DFWXDOO\�LQVSLUHG�WKHLU�SUD\HUV�DQG�PRWLYDWHG�WKHP�WR
DVN�IRU�PRUH�SRZHU�VR�WKDW�WKH\�PLJKW�VSHDN�WKH�ZRUG�ZLWK
EROGQHVV� DFFRPSDQLHG� E\� PLUDFOHV� RI � KHDOLQJ�� VLJQV� DQG
ZRQGHUV��7KHLU�FRUSRUDWH�UHFROOHFWLRQ�RI �WKH�VKHHU�PDMHVW\�RI
*RG� LQ� DFFRPSOLVKLQJ� VDOYDWLRQ� LQ� VSLWH� RI � WKH� YHQRPRXV
RSSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�SRZHUV�RI �GDUNQHVV�GLG�QRW�VWLIOH�D�VSLULW�RI
SUD\HU��LQVWHDG�LW�JDYH�WKHLU�SUD\HUV�ZLQJV�WKDW�OLIWHG�WKHP�XS
DQG�FDUULHG�WKHP�WR�WKH�WKURQH�RI�*RG·V�JUDFH�

7KH�VDPH�LV�WUXH�RI �RXU�SUD\HUV��7KHUH�LV�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�SUD\
WR�D�*RG�ZKR�LV�PHUHO\�GRLQJ�KLV�EHVW�WR�ZRUN�WKLQJV�RXW�IRU
KLV� SHRSOH� VRPHKRZ��:KLOH� SUD\HU�PD\� KDYH� VRPH� SK\VL�
RORJLFDO�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDO�EHQHILWV�IRU�WKH�SUDFWLWLRQHUV��WKDW
LV�QRW�ZK\�ZH�SUD\��:H�SUD\�DV�&KULVWLDQV�EHFDXVH�ZH�ZDQW
WR�H[SUHVV�RXU�ORYH�DQG�JUDWLWXGH�WR�*RG�IRU�DOO�KH�KDV�GRQH�
:H�DOVR�ZDQW�WR�ILQG�KHDOLQJ�IRU�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�IRU�RWKHUV��:H
ZDQW�WR�VHH�WKLQJV�KDSSHQ��:H�ORQJ�WR�VHH�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI
*RG�H[SDQG��FKXUFKHV�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQG�FRQJUHJDWLRQV�EXLOW�XS
LQ� WKH�PRVW�KRO\�IDLWK�� WKH� ORVW�FRQYHUWHG�DQG�EURXJKW�WR�D
VDYLQJ�NQRZOHGJH�RI�&KULVW��:H�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�VHQVH
LQ�SUD\LQJ�DW�DOO�LI �*RG�LV�QRW�VRYHUHLJQ�DQG�DEOH�WR�LQWHUYHQH
LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG�DQG�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��%XW�EHFDXVH�KH�LV�VRYHUHLJQ�ZH
FDQ�SRXU�RXW�RXU�LQWHUFHVVLRQ�ZLWK�EROG�FRQILGHQFH�NQRZLQJ
WKDW� KH�ZKR� UHLJQV� RYHU� WKH� XQLYHUVH� LV� DEOH� WR� EUHDN� LQWR
KXPDQ� KLVWRU\�� LQFOXGLQJ� RXU� KLVWRU\��ZLWKRXW� LQ� DQ\�ZD\
YLRODWLQJ�RXU�IUHHGRP�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DV�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�

7KH�GRFWULQH�RI � WKH� VRYHUHLJQW\�RI �*RG�DOVR� VWDELOL]HV�RXU
OLYHV�LQ�PDQ\�SUDFWLFDO�ZD\V��$V�ILQLWH�EHLQJV��RXU�SHUVSHFWLYH
RQ�OLIH�LV�RIWHQ�YHU\�OLPLWHG��&RQVHTXHQWO\��ZH�ZRUU\�DERXW
PDQ\�WKLQJV��VRPHWLPHV�WR�WKH�SRLQW�RI �EHLQJ�SDUDO\]HG�E\

RXU�DQ[LHWLHV�DQG�IHDUV��,I �*RG�ZHUH�QRW�VRYHUHLJQ�ZH�ZRXOG
KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW��+RZ�FDQ�ZH�EH�VXUH�WKDW�KH
ZLOO�WULXPSK�LQ�WKH�HQG"�+RZ�FDQ�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�´DOO�WKLQJV
ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�IRU�JRRG�WR�WKHP�WKDW�ORYH�*RG��WR�WKHP�ZKR
DUH�WKH�FDOOHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�SXUSRVH··"�(Rom 8:28)��:H�FDQ
NQRZ�EHFDXVH�RXU�FRQILGHQFH�OLHV�LQ�*RG�KLPVHOI��WKH�FUHDWRU
DQG� VXVWDLQHU� RI � WKH� XQLYHUVH�� +H� LV� WKH� 2QH� ZKR� QHYHU
VOXPEHUV� RU� VOHHSV�� ,Q� WKH� 6HUPRQ� RQ� WKH� 0RXQW�� -HVXV
H[SOLFLWO\�IRUELGV�DQ�XQEHOLHYLQJ�NLQG�RI�ZRUU\�WKDW�WDNHV�RXU
PLQGV�DZD\�IURP�ZKDW�LV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW��+H�WHOOV�XV�QRW�WR
ZRUU\�DERXW�RXU�OLYHV��ZKDW�ZH�ZLOO�HDW�RU�GULQN��RU�DERXW�RXU
ERGLHV��ZKDW�ZH�ZLOO�ZHDU�� QRW� RQO\� EHFDXVH�ZH� DUH�PRUH
LPSRUWDQW� WKDQ� IRRG�� GULQN� DQG� FORWKHV�� EXW� EHFDXVH� RXU
KHDYHQO\�)DWKHU�NQRZV�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�WKHP�DQG�KH�SURPLVHV
WR�SURYLGH�IRU�XV�LI �ZH�VHHN�ILUVW�KLV�NLQJGRP�DQG�KLV�ULJKW�
HRXVQHVV�(Matt 6:32-33)��/LIH�FDQ�EH�GLIILFXOW��,QGHHG�LW�LV��6RPH�
WLPHV�LW�LV�EHVW�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�´YHLO�RI �WHDUV�µ��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\
GLVDSSRLQWPHQWV�DQG�GLVFRXUDJHPHQWV��7HUPLQDO�SURQRXQFH�
PHQWV�ZRXOG�GULYH�XV�WR�GHVSDLU�LI �LW�ZHUH�QRW�IRU�WKH�IDFW�WKDW
*RG� LV� VRYHUHLJQ�DQG�KH� UHLJQV� LQ�KHDYHQ�DQG�HDUWK��´7KH
VRYHUHLJQW\�RI �*RG�LV�D�VRIW�SLOORZ�IRU�D�ZHDU\�KHDG�µ

'LYLQH�VRYHUHLJQW\�DOVR�UXOHV�RXW�OXFN�RU�FKDQFH��7KLQJV
PD\�DSSHDU�WR�KDSSHQ�́ E\�DFFLGHQWµ�EXW�XOWLPDWHO\�WKLV�LV�QRW
WKH�FDVH��7KLV�XQLYHUVH�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�OLYH�LV�D�SHUVRQDO�XQLYHUVH�
EHFDXVH� EHKLQG� HYHU\WKLQJ� WKDW� KDSSHQV� LV� WKH� WULXQH�*RG
ZKR�LV�QRW�RQO\�DOO�ZLVH��DOO�SRZHUIXO�DQG�DOO�NQRZLQJ��EXW
LQILQLWHO\�SHUVRQDO��1RWKLQJ�MXVW�KDSSHQV��7KLQJV�FRPH�DERXW
EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�GHFUHHG�E\�RXU�)DWKHU�LQ�KHDYHQ��7KLV
LV�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�YDULRXV�IRUPV�RI �SDJDQ�VXSHUVWLWLRQ
DQG�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK��6XSHUVWLWLRXV�SHRSOH�WU\�WKHLU�EHVW�WR
DSSHDVH�WKH�́ IRUFHVµ�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH�LQ�WKH�YDLQ�KRSH�WKDW�WKLV
ZLOO�FDXVH�WKLQJV�WR�JR�ZHOO�ZLWK�WKHP��7RGD\�PDQ\�SHRSOH
FRQVXOW� KRURVFRSHV� DQG� IRUWXQHWHOOHUV� KRSLQJ� WR� GLVFRYHU
KLGGHQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�WKHP�SODQ�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�
%XW�&KULVWLDQV�ZKR�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI �*RG�GR
QRW�QHHG�DQ\�RI �WKHVH�WKLQJV��,I �ZH�QHHG�ZLVGRP�ZH�JR�WR�WKH
ZRUG�RI �WKH�*RG�ZKR�FDQQRW�OLH��:KHQ�WKLQJV�FRPH�LQWR�RXU
OLYHV�WKDW�ZH�GR�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG��ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�FRPH
IURP�KLV�ZLVH�DQG�ORYLQJ�KDQG�DQG�WKDW�WKH\�VHUYH�D�SXUSRVH
LQ�RXU�OLYHV��$OWKRXJK�ZH�PD\�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�VHH�LW�DW�WKH�WLPH
DQG�PD\�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�*RG·V�GHDOLQJV�ZLWK�XV�LQ�WKLV�OLIH�
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�LV�WKHUH�GLUHFWLQJ�DOO�WKLQJV�IRU�KLV�JORU\�DQG
RXU�JRRG�LV�SURIRXQGO\�FRPIRUWLQJ��2XU�NQRZOHGJH�RI �*RG·V
VRYHUHLJQW\�NHHSV�XV�IURP�EHLQJ�WRVVHG�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�OLNH�WKH
ZDYHV�RI�WKH�VHD��$V�LW�VD\V�LQ�WKDW�IDPRXV�K\PQ�6ROLG�5RFN³
*KU�QCVJ��JKU�EQXGPCPV��JKU�DNQQF��UWRRQTV�OG�KP�VJG�YJGNOKPI�HNQQF�
9JGP�CNN�CTQWPF�O[�UQWN�IKXGU�YC[��JG�VJGP�KU�CNN�O[�JQRG�CPF�UVC[�
7KHUH�LV�QR�JUHDWHU�VWDELOLW\�WKDQ�WKLV��:KHQ�ZH�DUH�PLQGIXO
RI� KLV� VRYHUHLJQW\�� WKH� ZRUOG� LV� D� GLIIHUHQW� SODFH� IRU� WKH
&KULVWLDQ��QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�DURXQG�WKHP�

*RG·V�VRYHUHLJQW\�DOVR�KDV�LPSOLFDWLRQV�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�WKH
YHU\�SHUVRQDO�PDWWHU�RI �VHOI�DFFHSWDQFH��,W�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�WR
XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW�*RG�KDV�PDGH�HYHU\�RQH�RI �XV�DV�XQLTXH

UHIOHFWLRQV�RI �KLV�LPDJH��'DYLG�VSHDNV�RI�*RG·V�NQRZOHGJH
RI�KLPVHOI �DQG�*RG·V�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�KLV�OLIH�IURP�WKH�YHU\
EHJLQQLQJ�

)RU�WKRX�KDVW�SRVVHVVHG�P\�UHLQV��WKRX�KDVW�FRYHUHG�PH�LQ
P\�PRWKHU·V�ZRPE��,�ZLOO�SUDLVH�WKHH��IRU�,�DP�IHDUIXOO\�DQG
ZRQGHUIXOO\�PDGH��PDUYHOORXV�DUH�WK\�ZRUNV��DQG�WKDW�P\�VRXO
NQRZHWK�ULJKW�ZHOO��0\�VXEVWDQFH�ZDV�QRW�KLG�IURP�WKHH��ZKHQ
,�ZDV�PDGH�LQ�VHFUHW��DQG�FXULRXVO\�ZURXJKW�LQ�WKH�ORZHVW�SDUWV
RI �WKH�HDUWK��7KLQH�H\HV�GLG�VHH�P\�VXEVWDQFH��\HW�EHLQJ�XQ�
SHUIHFW��DQG�LQ�WK\�ERRN�DOO�P\�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ��ZKLFK
LQ�FRQWLQXDQFH�ZHUH�IDVKLRQHG��ZKHQ�DV�\HW�WKHUH�ZDV�QRQH�RI
WKHP�(Psalm 139:13-16)�

7KLV�NLQG�RI�DOO�HQFRPSDVVLQJ�VRYHUHLJQW\�HYHQ�H[WHQGV� WR
WUDLWV� WKDW� ZH� PLJKW� YLHZ� DV� OLDELOLWLHV��:KHQ�0RVHV� ZDV
UHOXFWDQW�WR�VSHDN�WR�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�LQ�*RG·V�QDPH�EHFDXVH�KH
ZDV�VORZ�RI�VSHHFK�DQG�WRQJXH��WKH�/RUG�UHPLQGHG�KLP�WKDW
KH�ZDV�WKH�2QH�ZKR�JDYH�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�WKHLU�PRXWKV�DQG
PDGH�WKHP�GHDI�RU�PXWH��DQG�KH�ZDV�WKH�2QH�ZKR�JDYH�WKHP
VLJKW�RU�PDGH�WKHP�EOLQG�(Ex 4:11)�

7KH�VDPH�LV�DOVR�WUXH�RI�DQ\�JLIWV�DQG�DELOLWLHV�WKDW�ZH
KDYH��:KHQ�,VUDHO�ZDV�HQWHULQJ�WKH�3URPLVHG�/DQG��0RVHV
UHPLQGHG�WKHP�WKDW�LW�ZDV�WKH�/RUG�ZKR�JDYH�WKHP�WKH�DELOLW\
WR�SURGXFH�ZHDOWK�LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�KLV�FRYHQDQWDO�IDLWKIXOQHVV
(Deut 8:18)��$QG�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�OLQNV
WKH�SUHVHQFH�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�VSLULWXDO�JLIWV�WR�WKH�VRYHUHLJQ
ZRUNLQJ�RI �WKH�WULXQH�*RG��́ 1RZ�WKHUH�DUH�GLYHUVLWLHV�RI�JLIWV�
EXW�WKH�VDPH�6SLULW��$QG�WKHUH�DUH�GLIIHUHQFHV�RI�DGPLQLVWUD�
WLRQV��EXW�WKH�VDPH�/RUG��$QG�WKHUH�DUH�GLYHUVLWLHV�RI�RSHUD�
WLRQV��EXW�LW�LV�WKH�VDPH�*RG�ZKLFK�ZRUNHWK�DOO�LQ�DOOµ�(1 Cor
12:4-6)��:H�DUH�ZKR�ZH�DUH�EHFDXVH�*RG�KDV�PDGH�XV�WKDW�ZD\�
$QG�QR�PDWWHU�ZKR�ZH�DUH��LI �ZH�\LHOG�WR�KLP��ZH�FDQ�JORULI\
KLP�DQG�HQMR\�KLP�IRUHYHU�

7KXV��*RG·V�VRYHUHLJQW\�LV�SHUVRQDOO\�OLEHUDWLQJ�IRU�WKRVH
ZKR�XQGHUVWDQG� LW��1RQH�RI � XV� DUH� FDOOHG� WR� VHUYH�KLP� LQ
SUHFLVHO\�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�DV�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�JRQH�EHIRUH�XV��$V
EHOLHYHUV� ZH� VWDQG� EHIRUH� WKH� /RUG� DV� LQGLYLGXDOV� DQG� ZH
SUHVHQW�RXUVHOYHV�WR�KLP�DV�WKH�2QH�ZKR�PDGH�XV�WKH�ZD\�KH
GLG�IRU�D�UHDVRQ��+H�KDV�VRPHWKLQJ�IRU�XV�WR�GR�WKDW�RQO\�ZH
DUH�DEOH�WR�DFFRPSOLVK��,QVWHDG�RI�ORRNLQJ�DURXQG�DW�HYHU\RQH
HOVH�RU�WU\LQJ�WR�LPLWDWH�WKHP��ZH�VKRXOG�EH�DVNLQJ�WKH�/RUG
WR�KHOS�XV�UHDOL]H�RXU�RZQ�XQLTXH�SXUSRVH��6RPHWLPHV�SHRSOH
FDQ�IHHO�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�WKH\�FDQ�GR�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH
FDXVH�RI �&KULVW��%XW�QRWKLQJ�FRXOG�EH�IXUWKHU�IURP�WKH�WUXWK�
*RG�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�PLVWDNHV��QRU�GRHV�KH�PDNH�MXQN��:H
KDYH�YDOXH�DV�KLV�FUHDWXUHV�DQG�ZH�KDYH�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�YDOXH�DV
WKRVH�UHGHHPHG�E\�KLV�6RQ��,Q�IDFW��VDOYDWLRQ�HQDEOHV�XV�WR
HQWHU� LQWR� RXU� WUXH� SXUSRVH� DV� KXPDQ� EHLQJV�� 3DXO� EULQJV
VDOYDWLRQ�DQG�RXU�VHUYLFH�DV�&KULVWLDQV�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW
JURXQGV�WKHP�ERWK�LQ�WKH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI�*RG�

)RU� E\� JUDFH� DUH� \H� VDYHG� WKURXJK� IDLWK�� DQG� WKDW� QRW� RI
\RXUVHOYHV�� LW� LV� WKH�JLIW�RI �*RG��QRW�RI �ZRUNV��OHVW�DQ\�PDQ
VKRXOG�ERDVW��)RU�ZH�DUH�KLV�ZRUNPDQVKLS��FUHDWHG�LQ�&KULVW
-HVXV�XQWR�JRRG�ZRUNV��ZKLFK�*RG�KDWK�EHIRUH�RUGDLQHG�WKDW
ZH�VKRXOG�ZDON�LQ�WKHP�(Eph 2:8-10)�
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"
KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�&KULVWLDQ�PLQLVWU\��WKH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI
*RG�LV�D�JUHDW�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�LQ�DW�OHDVW�IRXU�ZD\V�
)LUVW��LW�DVVXUHV�XV�WKDW�LQ�WKH�HQG��*RG�ZLOO�ZLQ�WKH�EDWWOH�

9LFWRU\�LV�QHYHU�LQ�GRXEW��HYHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�DUH�XS�DJDLQVW�VRPH
ILHUFH�RSSRQHQWV��,I �*RG�ZHUH�QRW�VRYHUHLJQ��RU�LI �KH�JDYH�XS
KLV�VRYHUHLJQW\�LQ�FHUWDLQ�DUHDV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DOORZ�IRU�KXPDQ
IUHHGRP��WKHQ�ZH�FRXOG�QHYHU�EH�VXUH�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�DFWXDOO\
GHIHDW�KLV� IRHV�DQG�XVKHU� LQ� WKH�QHZ�KHDYHQV�DQG�HDUWK�DV
SUHGLFWHG�DQG�SLFWXUHG�LQ�5HYHODWLRQ����	�����,Q�IDFW��WKH�EXON
RI� WKH� ERRN� RI � 5HYHODWLRQ� ZRXOG� EH� QRWKLQJ� PRUH� WKDQ
ZLVKIXO�WKLQNLQJ�RQ�*RG·V�SDUW��RU�DW�EHVW�D�VNHWFK�RI�KRZ�KH
ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� VHH� WKH� IXWXUH� XQIROG�� %XW� WKLV� LV� QRW� KRZ
5HYHODWLRQ�EHJLQV�RU�HQGV��5HDG�WKH�ILUVW�WKUHH�YHUVHV��7KHUH
LV�QR�VXJJHVWLRQ�RI �XQFHUWDLQW\� LQ� WKH�RSHQLQJ�ZRUGV��7KH
UHYHODWLRQ�LV�VHW�IRUWK�DV�JHQXLQH�DQG�VXUH��:H�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG
WR�OLVWHQ�DQG�REH\�DQG�WR�DOORZ�WKH�SURSKHF\�WR�UHJXODWH�RXU
OLYHV��*RG�NQRZV�ZKDW� LV� JRLQJ� WR�KDSSHQ�EHFDXVH�KH�KDV
RUGDLQHG� LW��$QG�RQ� WKH�EDVLV�RI �KLV�GHFUHH�KH�FDQ�JLYH�XV
LQVWUXFWLRQV� DV� WR� KRZ� ZH� VKRXOG� OLYH�� 7KH� FKDUDFWHULVWLF
FHUWDLQW\�RI �5HYHODWLRQ�DV�LW�SURJUHVVLYHO\�UHYHDOV�ZKDW�ZLOO
KDSSHQ� GXULQJ� WKH� FKXUFK� DJH� E\� PHDQV� RI � SLFWXUHV� DQG
V\PEROV�� EHWZHHQ� WKH� DGYHQWV� RI � -HVXV�&KULVW�� FRPHV� WR� D
WULXPSKDQW�FRQFOXVLRQ�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ERRN�(see chapters 19�22)�
5HYHODWLRQ�OHDYHV�QR�GRXEW�DV�WR�WKH�HYHQWXDO�WULXPSK�RI�WKH
/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�RYHU�DOO�RI �KLV�IRHV�(see 1 Cor 15:25)��

7KH� VRYHUHLJQW\� RI �*RG� DOVR� DVVXUHV� XV� WKDW� KH� LV� DEOH� WR
FKDQJH�WKH�KXPDQ�KHDUW��7KH�´KHDUWµ�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�LV�WKH�FHQWHU
RI�WKH�KXPDQ�SHUVRQDOLW\��´.HHS�WK\�KHDUW�ZLWK�DOO�GLOLJHQFH�
IRU�RXW�RI �LW�DUH�WKH�LVVXHV�RI�OLIHµ�(Pro 4:23)��+RZHYHU��WKH�%LEOH
DOVR�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�RXU�KHDUWV�DUH�FRUUXSW�E\�QDWXUH��3DXO·V�VREHU
DVVHVVPHQW�LV�ERWK�JORRP\�DQG�DFFXUDWH�

7KHUH�LV�QRQH�ULJKWHRXV��QR��QRW�RQH��WKHUH�LV�QRQH�WKDW�XQGHU�
VWDQGHWK�� WKHUH� LV�QRQH� WKDW� VHHNHWK�DIWHU�*RG��7KH\�DUH�DOO
JRQH�RXW�RI �WKH�ZD\��WKH\�DUH�WRJHWKHU�EHFRPH�XQSURILWDEOH�
WKHUH�LV�QRQH�WKDW�GRHWK�JRRG��QR��QRW�RQH…7KHUH�LV�QR�IHDU
RI �*RG�EHIRUH�WKHLU�H\HV�(Rom 3:10-18)�

*LYHQ�VXFK�D�SHVVLPLVWLF�HYDOXDWLRQ��XQOHVV�*RG�FKDQJHV�WKH
KXPDQ�KHDUW��RXU�PLQLVWULHV�DUH�D�FRPSOHWH�ZDVWH�RI� WLPH�
+HDUW� FKDQJH� WDNHV�PRUH� WKDQ� FOHYHU� DUJXPHQWV�� D� FHUWDLQ
VW\OH�RI�PXVLF��WKH�ULJKW�DWPRVSKHUH��RU�WKH�HORTXHQFH�RI�D
SROLVKHG�FRPPXQLFDWRU��*LYHQ�WKH�PRUDO�DQG�VSLULWXDO�GDUN�
QHVV�WKDW�GZHOOV�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV��QRWKLQJ�VKRUW�RI �WKH�VRYHUHLJQ
OLIH�JLYLQJ�SRZHU�RI�*RG�LV�DEOH�WR�PDNH�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�QHZ
FUHDWLRQV�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV��$QG�WKLV�LV�ZKDW�ZH�ILQG�HPSKDVL]HG
LQ�WKH�%LEOH�WLPH�DQG�DJDLQ�

7KXV�ZH�DUH�WROG�WKDW�3HWHU�ZDV�WKH�ILUVW�RI �WKH�7ZHOYH�WR
EHJLQ�WR�JUDVS�WKH�WUXWK�DERXW�WKH�SHUVRQ�RI�-HVXV�LQ�D�FOHDU
VXEVWDQWLDO�ZD\�EHFDXVH�WKH�)DWKHU�LQ�KHDYHQ�´UHYHDOHGµ�LW�WR
KLP�(Matt 16:17)��:KHQ�VRPH�RI �WKH�*HQWLOHV�EHOLHYHG�DV�D�UHVXOW
RI�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�RI�3DXO�DQG�%DUQDEDV��LW�ZDV�EHFDXVH�WKH\
KDG�EHHQ�́ RUGDLQHG�WR�HWHUQDO�OLIHµ�(Acts 13:48)��$QG�ZKHQ�/\GLD
UHVSRQGHG�WR�3DXO·V�PHVVDJH�LW�ZDV�EHFDXVH�XQNQRZQ�WR�KHU

WKH�/RUG�FDPH�DQG�RSHQHG�KHU�KHDUW�(Acts 16:14)��1RU�DUH�WKHVH
H[DPSOHV� H[FHSWLRQDO�� 7KLV� LV� ZKDW� DOZD\V� KDSSHQV�ZKHQ
SHRSOH�FRPH�WR�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW��*RG�LV�DW�ZRUN�RSHQLQJ�WKH
H\HV� DQG� HDUV� RI� WKH� KHDUW� DQG� OLEHUDWLQJ� WKH�ZLOO� IURP� LWV
ERQGDJH�WR�VLQ��VR�WKDW�SHRSOH�FDQ�VHH�DQG�KHDU�DQG�WKHUHIRUH
FRPH�PRVW�IUHHO\�WR�-HVXV��:KDW�3DXO�VD\V�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQV
LQ�7KHVVDORQLFD�LV�WUXH�RI �DOO�EHOLHYHUV�HYHU\ZKHUH�

.QRZLQJ�� EUHWKUHQ� EHORYHG�� \RXU� HOHFWLRQ� RI �*RG��)RU� RXU
JRVSHO�FDPH�QRW�XQWR�\RX�LQ�ZRUG�RQO\��EXW�DOVR�LQ�SRZHU��DQG
LQ�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW��DQG�LQ�PXFK�DVVXUDQFH…%XW�ZH�DUH�ERXQG
WR�JLYH�WKDQNV�DOZD\�WR�*RG�IRU�\RX��EUHWKUHQ�EHORYHG�RI �WKH
/RUG�� EHFDXVH�*RG�KDWK� IURP� WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�FKRVHQ�\RX� WR
VDOYDWLRQ�WKURXJK�VDQFWLILFDWLRQ�RI �WKH�6SLULW�DQG�EHOLHI �RI �WKH
WUXWK��ZKHUHXQWR�KH�FDOOHG�\RX�E\�RXU�JRVSHO��WR�WKH�REWDLQLQJ
RI �WKH�JORU\�RI �RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�(1 Thess 1:4-5; 2 Thess 2:13-14)�

*RG�LV�DEOH�WR�GR�ZKDW�QR�RQH�HOVH�FDQ�GR��´7K\�SHRSOH�VKDOO
EH� ZLOOLQJ� LQ� WKH� GD\� RI � WK\� SRZHUµ� (Psalm 110:3)�� 3UDFWLFDOO\
VSHDNLQJ��WKLV�PHDQV�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�QHYHU�JLYH�XS�RQ�DQ\RQH�
,I �*RG�FDQ�VDYH�XV�WKHUH�LV�QR�RQH�ZKR�LV�EH\RQG�KLV�SRZHU�
,Q�WKH�ZRUGV�RI �WKH�JUHDW�ROG�K\PQ�2�IRU�D�7KRXVDQG�7RQJXHV
WR�6LQJ�E\�&KDUOHV�:HVOH\�

*G�DTGCMU�VJG�RQYGT�QH�ECPEGNNGF�UKP��*G�UGVU�VJG�RTKUQPGT�HTGG�
*KU�DNQQF�ECP�OCMG�VJG�HQWNGUV�ENGCP��*KU�DNQQF�CXCKNGF�HQT�OG�

7KLV�LV�ZK\�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�&RULQWK�KDG�WKH�NLQG�RI�PHPEHU�
VKLS�UROO�WKDW�LW�GLG��3DXO�FDQ�VSHDN�RI �WKH�VH[XDOO\�LPPRUDO�
LGRODWHUV��DGXOWHUHUV��PDOH�SURVWLWXWHV��SUDFWLFLQJ�KRPRVH[X�
DOV��WKLHYHV��JUHHG\��GUXQNDUGV��VODQGHUHUV��VZLQGOHUV�ZKR�ZLOO
QRW�LQKHULW�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG��DQG�WKHQ�JR�RQ�WR�VD\��´DQG
VXFK�ZHUH�VRPH�RI �\RX��EXW�\H�DUH�ZDVKHG��EXW�\H�DUH�VDQFWLILHG�
EXW�\H�DUH�MXVWLILHG�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI �WKH�/RUG�-HVXV��DQG�E\�WKH
6SLULW�RI �RXU�*RGµ�(1 Cor 6:9-11)��*RG�LV�DEOH�WR�WDNH�RXW�RXU�ROG
KHDUWV�RI �VWRQH�DQG�JLYH�XV�QHZ�KHDUWV�RI �IOHVK�WKDW�EHDW�ZLWK
ORYH�IRU�KLP��$QG�WKLV�JLYHV�XV�FRQILGHQFH�WR�SUHVV�RQ�LQ�RXU
PLQLVWULHV��:H�NQRZ�WKDW�LI �LW�ZHUH�OHIW�XS�WR�XV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ
ZRXOG� EH� KRSHOHVV�� EXW� ZLWK�*RG� RQ� RXU� VLGH�� QRWKLQJ� LV
LPSRVVLEOH³´:LWK�PHQ�LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH��EXW�QRW�ZLWK�*RG�
IRU�ZLWK�*RG�DOO�WKLQJV�DUH�SRVVLEOHµ�(Mark 10:27)�

7KH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI �*RG�LV�DOVR�D�JORULRXV�WUXWK�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV
WR�ZRUOG�HYDQJHOLVP��&KULVW�VDLG�LQ�0DWWKHZ����������

$OO� SRZHU� LV� JLYHQ� XQWR�PH� LQ� KHDYHQ� DQG� LQ� HDUWK��*R� \H
WKHUHIRUH��DQG�WHDFK�DOO�QDWLRQV��EDSWL]LQJ�WKHP�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI
WKH�)DWKHU��DQG�RI �WKH�6RQ��DQG�RI �WKH�+RO\�*KRVW��WHDFKLQJ
WKHP�WR�REVHUYH�DOO�WKLQJV�ZKDWVRHYHU�,�KDYH�FRPPDQGHG�\RX�
DQG��OR��,�DP�ZLWK�\RX�DOZD\��HYHQ�XQWR�WKH�HQG�RI �WKH�ZRUOG�

7DNLQJ�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�RI�-HVXV�LQWR�WKH�QDWLRQV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�KDV
QHYHU�EHHQ�HDV\��,W�LV�DOO�WKH�PRUH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WRGD\�ZLWK�WKH
SUHYDOHQFH�RI �SKLORVRSKLFDO�LGHRORJLHV�OLNH�SRVW�PRGHUQLVP
DQG�WKH�UHYLYDO�RI �UHOLJLRQV��%XW�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�*RG�KDV�JLYHQ
WKH�6RQ�´SRZHU�RYHU�DOO�IOHVK��WKDW�KH�VKRXOG�JLYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH
WR�DV�PDQ\�DV� WKRX�KDVW�JLYHQ�KLPµ� (John 17:2)��1RWKLQJ�FDQ
SUHYHQW�WKH�/RUG�IURP�FODLPLQJ�KLV�RZQ��(YHQ�ZKHQ�WKHUH�LV
JUHDW�RSSRVLWLRQ��ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FDVW�GRZQ��,I �WKH�/RUG�KDV
´PXFK�SHRSOHµ� LQ�D� FLW\�RU� FRXQWU\��KH�ZLOO� EULQJ� WKHP� WR
KLPVHOI �WKURXJK�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�(Acts 18:10)�

$QRWKHU�PLQLVWHULDO�LPSOLFDWLRQ�RI �WKH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI �*RG�LV
WKDW�ZH�FDQ�ZRUN�DQG�UHVW�LQ�*RG��%RWK�WKLQJV�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�
:H�DUH�QRW�EDODQFHG�ELEOLFDOO\�LI �ZH�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�WR
GHDWK�EHFDXVH�ZH�WKLQN�WKDW�HYHU\WKLQJ�GHSHQGV�RQ�XV��1RU
DUH�ZH�EDODQFHG�LI �ZH�DUH�UHVWLQJ�DQG�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�*RG�WR�DFW
RQ�RXU�EHKDOI��7KHUH�PXVW�EH�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI �ZRUN�DQG�UHVW�
%RWK�DVSHFWV�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�DV�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK
HDFK�RWKHU��*RG�KDV�RUGDLQHG�WKH�PHDQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�HQG�
+LV�ZLOO�HPEUDFHV�ERWK��DQG�ZH�QHHG�WR�LQFOXGH�ERWK�LQ�RXU
WKLQNLQJ��7KH�ELEOLFDO�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�RXU�ZRUN�DQG�UHVWLQJ
LQ�*RG·V�ZRUN�LV�VHHQ�ZKHUH�3DXO�VD\V��´,�HQGXUH�DOO�WKLQJV
IRU�WKH�HOHFW·V�VDNHV��WKDW�WKH\�PD\�DOVR�REWDLQ�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ
ZKLFK�LV�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�ZLWK�HWHUQDO�JORU\µ�(2 Tim 2:10)��3DXO·V
NQRZOHGJH� WKDW�*RG�KDG� D� SHRSOH�ZKRP�KH�ZRXOG� VXUHO\
EULQJ� WR� KLPVHOI � GLG� QRW� OHDG� KLP� WR� VLW� DURXQG� DQG� GR
QRWKLQJ��5DWKHU�LW�PRYHG�3DXO�WR�IHUYHQW�DFWLRQ�

,Q�5RPDQV����������3DXO�FDUHIXOO\�EDODQFHV�WKH�QHHG�WR
EHOLHYH�WKH�JRVSHO�ZLWK�WKH�QHHG�WR�VHQG�RXW�SUHDFKHUV�ZKR
ZLOO� DQQRXQFH� WKH� JRRG� QHZV��(YHU\RQH�ZKR� FDOOV� RQ� WKH
QDPH�RI�WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG��EXW�SHRSOH�FDQQRW�FDOO�RQ�RQH
WKH\�KDYH�QRW�EHOLHYHG�LQ��$QG�WKH\�FDQQRW�EHOLHYH�LQ�RQH�RI
ZKRP�WKH\�KDYH�QRW�KHDUG��$QG�WKH\�FDQQRW�KHDU�ZLWKRXW
VRPHRQH�SUHDFKLQJ�WR�WKHP��$QG�WKH\�FDQQRW�SUHDFK�XQOHVV
WKH\�DUH�VHQW��3DXO�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKDW�*RG·V�VDOYDWLRQ�GRHV�QRW
FRPH�DERXW�LQ�D�YDFXXP�RI�QRQ�LQYROYHPHQW��:H�KDYH�D�MRE
WR�GR��:H�DUH�WR�SUD\�DQG�VKDUH�ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�OHDUQHG��6R�RQ
WKH�RQH�KDQG��WKH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI�*RG�FDOOV�IRUWK�WKH�JUHDWHVW
H[HUWLRQ�RQ�RXU�SDUW�� LW�VWLUV�XV�WR�DFWLRQ��%XW�RQ�WKH�RWKHU
KDQG��LW�DOORZV�XV�WR�UHVW�LQ�WKH�/RUG��:H�GR�ZKDW�KH�FDOOV�XV
WR��DQG�ZH�GR�LW� WR�WKH�EHVW�RI �RXU�DELOLW\��EXW�ZH�OHDYH�WKH
UHVXOWV�WR�KLP��:H�ODERU��EXW�KH�JHWV�DOO�WKH�JORU\�(1 Cor 3:6-7)�
*RG·V�VRYHUHLJQW\�LV�QHYHU�DQ�H[FXVH�IRU�EHLQJ�LGOH��3DXO�SXWV
WKHVH�WKLQJV�WRJHWKHU�E\�VD\LQJ��´:RUN�RXW�\RXU�RZQ�VDOYD�
WLRQ�ZLWK�IHDU�DQG�WUHPEOLQJ��)RU�LW�LV�*RG�ZKLFK�ZRUNHWK�LQ
\RX�ERWK�WR�ZLOO�DQG�WR�GR�RI�KLV�JRRG�SOHDVXUHµ�(Phil 2:12-13)�

7KH� VRYHUHLJQW\� RI �*RG� LV� LQGHHG� D� ´VRIW� SLOORZ� IRU� D
ZHDU\� KHDG�µ�+RZ� WKDQNIXO� ZH� VKRXOG� EH� WKDW�*RG� LV� LQ
FRQWURO�RI �DOO� WKLQJV��7U\LQJ�WR�ILQG�FRPIRUW�DQ\ZKHUH�HOVH
EXW�LQ�KLP�LV�IXWLOH��,W�LV�QHYHU�JRRG�RU�ZLVH�WR�UHVLVW�WKH�/RUG�
$W�DOO�WLPHV�ZH�VKRXOG�UXQ�WR�KLP�DQG�UHFHLYH�WKH�PHUF\�DQG
JUDFH�WR�KHOS�XV�LQ�RXU�WLPH�RI�QHHG�(Heb 4:16)��$QG�ZKHQ�ZH
FRPH�WR�KLP�ZH�GR�QRW�KDYH�WR�IHDU�WKDW�KH�FDQQRW�RU�ZLOO�QRW
KHOS�XV��6RYHUHLJQ�SRZHU�� ORYH��DQG�JRRGQHVV�DUH�SHUIHFWO\
FRPELQHG�LQ�KLP��7KRVH�ZKR�FRPH�KH�ZLOO�UHFHLYH��DQG�WKRVH
KH�UHFHLYHV�KH�ZLOO�NHHS�WR�WKH�YHU\�HQG�WR�WKH�SUDLVH�RI �KLV
JORULRXV�JUDFH��7KH�PRUH�ZH�JURZ�LQ�WKH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI�*RG
WKH�JUHDWHU�RXU�FRPIRUW��VWDELOLW\�DQG�XVHIXOQHVV�DV�&KULVWLDQV�

³$GDSWHG�IURP�WKH�ZULWLQJV�RI�Kirk Wellum�

�
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KH�IDFW�WKDW�*RG�LV�VRYHUHLJQ�LQ�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�KLV
SHRSOH�LV�D�WUXWK�SURFODLPHG�LQ�DOO�RI �WKH�6FULSWXUHV�
$OWKRXJK�WKH�ELEOLFDO�GDWD�LV�YDVW��WKHUH�LV�RQH�NH\�WH[W

LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�PDVWHUIXOO\�VXPV�XS�ZKDW�WKH�%LEOH
WHDFKHV�RQ� WKLV�JUHDW� WKHPH��+H� WHOOV�&KULVWLDQ�EHOLHYHUV� LQ
(SKHVXV� WKDW� WKH\�REWDLQHG�DQ� LQKHULWDQFH� LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW�
´EHLQJ�SUHGHVWLQDWHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI �KLP�ZKR
ZRUNHWK�DOO�WKLQJV�DIWHU�WKH�FRXQVHO�RI �KLV�RZQ�ZLOOµ�(Eph 1:11)�
$FFRUGLQJ� WR�3DXO�� WKH� VDOYDWLRQ�RI � WKRVH�ZKR�FDOO�RQ� WKH
/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�ZDV�QRW�DQ\�NLQG�RI �DQ�DIWHUWKRXJKW��+H
WHOOV�WKHVH�VDPH�EHOLHYHUV�WKDW�*RG

KDWK�FKRVHQ�XV�LQ�KLP�EHIRUH�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI �WKH�ZRUOG��WKDW
ZH� VKRXOG� EH� KRO\� DQG�ZLWKRXW� EODPH� EHIRUH� KLP� LQ� ORYH�
KDYLQJ�SUHGHVWLQDWHG�XV�XQWR�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI �FKLOGUHQ�E\�-HVXV
&KULVW�WR�KLPVHOI��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�JRRG�SOHDVXUH�RI �KLV�ZLOO�
WR�WKH�SUDLVH�RI �WKH�JORU\�RI �KLV�JUDFH��ZKHUHLQ�KH�KDWK�PDGH
XV�DFFHSWHG�LQ�WKH�%HORYHG�(1:4-6)�

7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�*RG�LV�DW�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�EHOLHYHUV�
+H�LV�WKH�RQH�ZKR�EULQJV�XV�WR�KLPVHOI��:KHQ�ZH�FRPH�WR
KLP��ZH�FRPH�PRVW�IUHHO\��EXW�RQO\�EHFDXVH�KH�KDV�WDNHQ�WKH
LQLWLDWLYH�DQG�VRXJKW�XV�RXW��-RKQ�FRQILUPV�ZKDW�3DXO�WHDFKHV�
´:H�ORYH�KLP��EHFDXVH�KH�ILUVW�ORYHG�XVµ�(1 John 4:19)�

,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�EHFDXVH�LW�PHDQV�WKDW�DOO
WKH�JORU\�IRU�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�EHORQJV�WR�*RG��(YHQ�WKRXJK�LW�LV�WUXH
WKDW�ZH�UHSHQW�DQG�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��ZH�RQO\
GR�VR�EHFDXVH�RI �KLV�JUDFH�(Acts 18:27)��7KLV�LV�VLJQLILFDQW�EHFDXVH
ZH�OLYH�LQ�D�PDQ�FHQWHUHG�DJH�LQ�ZKLFK�KXPDQ�DFKLHYHPHQWV
DUH�SUDLVHG�DQG�FHOHEUDWHG�DQG�*RG�UDUHO\�JHWV�VR�PXFK�DV�DQ
KRQRUDEOH�PHQWLRQ��7KLV�LV�ZURQJ��7KLV�ZRUOG�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ
LQ�LW�ZDV�PDGH�IRU�KLV�KRQRU�DQG�JORU\��%XW�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�QRW
ZKDW�LW�RQFH�ZDV��+XPDQ�EHLQJV�KDYH�UHEHOOHG�DJDLQVW�*RG
DQG�IDOOHQ�LQWR�VLQ��$V�VLQIXO�FUHDWXUHV�ZH�OLYH�IRU�RXUVHOYHV
DQG�QRW�IRU�WKH�2QH�ZKR�PDGH�DQG�VXVWDLQV�XV�

%XW� ZKHQ� *RG� FRPHV� WR� XV� LQ� VDOYDWLRQ�� HYHU\WKLQJ
FKDQJHV�DW�WKH�PRVW�EDVLF�OHYHO��+H�RSHQV�RXU�H\HV�VR�WKDW�ZH
XQGHUVWDQG�ZKR�KH�LV��ZKR�ZH�DUH�DQG�ZKDW�KH�KDV�GRQH�IRU
XV��$V�D�UHVXOW�RXU�ZKROH�SHUVSHFWLYH�LV�UHYROXWLRQL]HG��1RZ
ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�ZH�ZHUH�PDGH�IRU�*RG��PDGH�WR�ORYH�KLP
DQG�HQMR\�KLP�IRUHYHU��$QG�ZH�DOVR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKLV�LV
WKH�UHDVRQ�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�UHGHHPHG��:H�KDYH�EHHQ�UHVFXHG
IURP�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI �GDUNQHVV�DQG�EURXJKW�LQWR�WKH�NLQJGRP
RI�KLV�GHDU�6RQ�VR�WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�EULQJ�SUDLVH�DQG�KRQRU�WR
KLV�KRO\�QDPH�IRUHYHU��$OO�&KULVWLDQV�LQVWLQFWLYHO\�NQRZ�WKLV
DW�VRPH�OHYHO�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�LQGZHOOLQJ�RI �WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��EXW
WKRVH�ZKR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�VRYHUHLJQW\�RI�*RG�DV�LW�KDV�EHHQ
UHYHDOHG�DQG�H[HUFLVHG�LQ�WKHLU�VDOYDWLRQ�DUH�LQ�WKH�EHVW�SRVL�
WLRQ�WR�SUDLVH�KLP�IRU�KLV�ZRQGHUIXO�ORYH�DQG�JUDFH��%0.*/*$"�'3&&�13&44 Box 2l68, Roseau, Dominica, West Indies�
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