
WKH�SHFXOLDU�SHRSOH��WKH�SXUFKDVHG�SRVVHVVLRQ�(1 Peter 2:4-9)�
WKH�KDELWDWLRQ�RI�*RG��WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��WKH�VDOW�DQG
ZKHDW�RI�WKH�HDUWK��WKLV�LV�WKDW�&KXUFK�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�/RUG
-HVXV�SURPLVHV��³WKH�JDWHV�RI�KHOO�VKDOO�QRW�SUHYDLO�DJDLQVW
LW�́ �DQG�WR�ZKLFK�KH�VD\V��³,�DP�ZLWK�\RX�DOZD\V��HYHQ
XQWR�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG´�(Matt 16:13-18; 28:20)�

7KLV�LV�WKH�RQO\�&KXUFK�ZKLFK�SRVVHVVHV�WUXH�XQLW\�
,WV�PHPEHUV�DUH�DJUHHG�RQ�DOO�WKH�ZHLJKWLHU�PDWWHUV�RI
UHOLJLRQ��IRU�WKH\�DUH�DOO�WDXJKW�E\�RQH�6SLULW��$ERXW�*RG
DQG�&KULVW�DQG�WKH�6SLULW�DQG�VLQ�DQG�WKHLU�RZQ�KHDUWV
DQG�IDLWK�DQG�UHSHQWDQFH�DQG�QHFHVVLW\�RI�KROLQHVV�DQG
WKH�YDOXH�RI�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SUD\HU�DQG
WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�MXGJPHQW�WR�FRPH²DERXW�DOO�WKHVH
SRLQWV�WKH\�DUH�RI�RQH�PLQG��7DNH�WKUHH�RU�IRXU�RI�WKHP�
VWUDQJHUV�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��IURP�WKH�UHPRWHVW�FRUQHUV�RI�WKH
HDUWK��H[DPLQH�WKHP�VHSDUDWHO\�RQ�WKHVH�SRLQWV��\RX�ZLOO
ILQG�WKHP�DOO�RI�RQH�MXGJPHQW�

7KLV�LV�WKH�RQO\�&KXUFK�ZKLFK�SRVVHVVHV�WUXH�VDQFWLW\�
,WV�PHPEHUV�DUH�DOO�KRO\��7KH\�DUH�QRW�PHUHO\�KRO\�E\
SURIHVVLRQ��KRO\�LQ�QDPH��EXW�WKH\�DUH�DOO�KRO\�LQ�DFW�DQG
GHHG�DQG�UHDOLW\�DQG�OLIH�DQG�WUXWK��7KH\�DUH�DOO�PRUH�RU
OHVV�FRQIRUPHG�WR�WKH�LPDJH�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��1R�XQKRO\
PDQ�EHORQJV�WR�WKLV�&KXUFK�(Heb 12:14)�

7KLV�LV�WKH�RQO\�&KXUFK�ZKLFK�LV�WUXO\�XQLYHUVDO��,W�LV
QRW�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�DQ\�RQH�QDWLRQ�RU�SHRSOH��LWV�PHPEHUV
DUH�IRXQG�LQ�HYHU\�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�ZKHUH�WKH�JRVSHO�LV
UHFHLYHG�DQG�EHOLHYHG��,W�LV�QRW�FRQILQHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�OLPLWV
RI�DQ\�RQH�FRXQWU\��RU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SDOH�RI�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU
IRUP�RU�RXWZDUG�JRYHUQPHQW��,Q�LW�WKHUH�LV�QR�GLIIHUHQFH
EHWZHHQ�-HZ�DQG�*UHHN��EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH��ULFK�DQG�SRRU²
EXW�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�LV�DOO��,WV�PHPEHUV�ZLOO�EH�JDWKHUHG
IURP�QRUWK�DQG�VRXWK�DQG�HDVW�DQG�ZHVW�DQG�ZLOO�EH�RI
HYHU\�QDPH�DQG�WRQJXH²EXW�DOO�RQH�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�

7KLV�LV�WKH�RQO\�&KXUFK�ZKLFK�LV�WUXO\�DSRVWROLF��,W�LV
EXLOW�RQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�ODLG�E\�WKH�$SRVWOHV��DQG�KROGV
WKH�GRFWULQHV�ZKLFK�WKH\�SUHDFKHG� (Eph 2:20-22)��7KH�WZR
JUDQG�REMHFWV� DW�ZKLFK� LWV�PHPEHUV� DLP� DUH� DSRVWROLF
IDLWK�DQG�DSRVWROLF�SUDFWLFH��DQG�WKH\�FRQVLGHU�WKH�PDQ
ZKR�WDONV�RI�IROORZLQJ�WKH�$SRVWOHV�ZLWKRXW�SRVVHVVLQJ
WKHVH�WZR�WKLQJV�WR�EH�QR�EHWWHU�WKDQ�VRXQGLQJ�EUDVV�DQG
D�WLQNOLQJ�F\PEDO�

7KLV�LV�WKH�RQO\�&KXUFK�ZKLFK�LV�FHUWDLQ�WR�HQGXUH
XQWR� WKH� HQG�� 1RWKLQJ� FDQ� DOWRJHWKHU� RYHUWKURZ� DQG
GHVWUR\�LW��,WV�PHPEHUV�PD\�EH�SHUVHFXWHG��RSSUHVVHG�
LPSULVRQHG�� EHDWHQ�� EHKHDGHG�� EXUQHG�� EXW� WKH� WUXH
&KXUFK�LV�QHYHU�DOWRJHWKHU�H[WLQJXLVKHG��LW�ULVHV�DJDLQ
IURP�LWV�DIIOLFWLRQV�� LW� OLYHV�RQ� WKURXJK�ILUH�DQG�ZDWHU�
:KHQ�FUXVKHG�LQ�RQH�ODQG�LW�VSULQJV�XS�LQ�DQRWKHU��7KH
3KDUDRKV��WKH�+HURGV��WKH�1HURV��WKH�%ORRG\�0DU\V��KDYH
ODERUHG�LQ�YDLQ�WR�SXW�GRZQ�WKLV�&KXUFK��WKH\�VOD\�WKHLU
WKRXVDQGV��DQG�WKHQ�SDVV�DZD\�DQG�JR�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�SODFH�
7KH�WUXH�&KXUFK�RXWOLYHV�WKHP�DOO��DQG�VHHV�WKHP�EXULHG
HDFK�LQ�KLV�WXUQ��,W�LV�DQ�DQYLO�WKDW�KDV�EURNHQ�PDQ\�D
KDPPHU�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��DQG�ZLOO�EUHDN�PDQ\�D�KDPPHU
VWLOO��LW�LV�D�EXVK�ZKLFK�LV�RIWHQ�EXUQLQJ��DQG�\HW�LV�QRW
FRQVXPHG�

7KLV�LV�WKH�RQO\�&KXUFK�RI�ZKLFK�QR�RQH�PHPEHU�FDQ
SHULVK��2QFH�HQUROOHG�LQ�WKH�OLVWV�RI�WKLV�&KXUFK��VLQQHUV
DUH�VDIH�IRU�HWHUQLW\��WKH\�DUH�QHYHU�FDVW�DZD\�(John 6:37)�
7KH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU��WKH�FRQWLQXDO�LQWHUFHVVLRQ
RI� *RG� WKH� 6RQ�� WKH� GDLO\� UHQHZLQJ� DQG� VDQFWLI\LQJ
SRZHU�RI�*RG�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��VXUURXQG�DQG�IHQFH�WKHP
LQ� OLNH� D�JDUGHQ� HQFORVHG� (Rom 8:28-39)��1RW�RQH�ERQH�RI
&KULVW¶V�P\VWLFDO�%RG\�VKDOO�HYHU�EH�EURNHQ��QRW�RQH�ODPE
RI�&KULVW¶V�IORFN�VKDOO�HYHU�EH�SOXFNHG�RXW�RI�KLV�KDQG�(John
10:27,28)�

7KLV� LV� WKH�&KXUFK�ZKLFK�GRHV� WKH�ZRUN� RI�&KULVW
XSRQ� HDUWK�� ,WV�PHPEHUV� DUH� D� OLWWOH� IORFN�� DQG� IHZ� LQ
QXPEHU�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��RQH�RU
WZR�KHUH��DQG�WZR�RU�WKUHH�WKHUH²D�IHZ�LQ�WKLV�SDULVK
DQG� D� IHZ� LQ� WKDW�� %XW� WKHVH� DUH� WKH\� ZKR� VKDNH� WKH
XQLYHUVH�� WKHVH� DUH� WKH\� ZKR� FKDQJH� WKH� IRUWXQHV� RI
NLQJGRPV�E\�WKHLU�SUD\HUV��WKHVH�DUH�WKH\�ZKR�DUH�WKH
DFWLYH� ZRUNHUV� IRU� VSUHDGLQJ� NQRZOHGJH� RI� WKH� SXUH
JRVSHO�DQG�XQGHILOHG��WKHVH�DUH�WKH�OLIH�EORRG�RI�D�FRXQ�
WU\��WKH�VKLHOG��WKH�GHIHQVH��WKH�VWD\��DQG�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI
DQ\�QDWLRQ�WR�ZKLFK�WKH\�EHORQJ�

7KLV�LV�WKH�&KXUFK�ZKLFK�VKDOO�EH�WUXO\�JORULRXV�LQ
WKH�HQG��:KHQ�DOO�HDUWKO\�JORU\�LV�SDVVHG�DZD\�WKHQ�VKDOO
WKLV�&KXUFK�EH�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWKRXW�VSRW�EHIRUH�*RG�WKH
)DWKHU¶V�WKURQH�(Eph 5:25-27; Jude 24,25)��7KURQHV��SULQFLSDOLWLHV�
DQG�SRZHUV�XSRQ�HDUWK�VKDOO�FRPH�WR�QRWKLQJ��GLJQLWLHV
DQG�RIILFHV�DQG�HQGRZPHQWV�VKDOO�DOO�SDVV�DZD\��EXW�WKH
&KXUFK�RI�WKH�ILUVWERUQ�VKDOO�VKLQH�DV�WKH�VWDUV�DW�WKH�ODVW�
DQG�EH�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�MR\�EHIRUH�WKH�)DWKHU¶V�WKURQH�LQ
WKH�GD\�RI�&KULVW¶V�DSSHDULQJ��:KHQ�WKH�/RUG¶V� MHZHOV
DUH�PDGH�XS��DQG�WKH�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VRQV�RI�*RG
WDNHV�SODFH��WKLV�RU�WKDW�FKXUFK�RU�GHQRPLQDWLRQ�ZLOO�QRW
EH�PHQWLRQHG��RQH�&KXUFK�RQO\�ZLOO�EH�QDPHG��DQG�WKDW
LV�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�WKH�HOHFW�

7KLV�LV�WKH�WUXH�&KXUFK�WR�ZKLFK�\RX�PXVW�EHORQJ�LI
\RX�ZRXOG� EH� VDYHG�� 7LOO� \RX� EHORQJ� WR� WKLV�� \RX� DUH
QRWKLQJ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�D�ORVW�VRXO��<RX�PD\�KDYH�WKH�IRUP
DQG�WKH�VKHOO�RI�UHOLJLRQ��EXW�\RX�KDYH�QRW�WKH�VXEVWDQFH
DQG�WKH�OLIH��<HV��\RX�PD\�KDYH�FRXQWOHVV�RXWZDUG�SULYL�
OHJHV��\RX�PD\�HQMR\�JUHDW�OLJKW�DQG�NQRZOHGJH²EXW�LI
\RX�GR�QRW�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�%RG\�RI�&KULVW��\RXU�OLJKW�DQG
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�SULYLOHJHV�ZLOO�QRW�VDYH�\RXU�VRXO�

$ODV�� IRU� WKH� LJQRUDQFH� WKDW�SUHYDLOV�RQ�WKLV�SRLQW�
3HRSOH�LPDJLQH�WKH\�FDQ�MRLQ�WKLV�FKXUFK�RU�WKDW�FKXUFK�
DQG�EHFRPH�FRPPXQLFDQWV��IROORZLQJ�FHUWDLQ�IRUPV��DQG
DOO�ZLOO�EH�ZHOO�ZLWK�WKHLU�VRXOV��,W�LV�DQ�XWWHU�GHOXVLRQ��D
JURVV�PLVWDNH��$OO�ZHUH�QRW�,VUDHO�ZKR�ZHUH�RI�,VUDHO�(Rom
9:6)��DQG�DOO�DUH�QRW�PHPEHUV�RI�&KULVW¶V�%RG\�ZKR�SURIHVV
WKHPVHOYHV�&KULVWLDQ�(Matt 7:21-23)��7DNH�QRWLFH��\RX�PD\�EH
WKH�PRVW�IDLWKIXO�FKXUFK�JRHU�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��DQG�\HW
QRW�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�WUXH�&KXUFK��$QG�LI�\RX�GR�QRW��LW�ZHUH
EHWWHU�DW�ODVW�LI�\RX�KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�ERUQ�q

�J. C. Ryle

.esus�VD\V�WR�DOO�ZKR�FRPH�WR�KLP�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��³7DNH
�XS�WK\�FURVV��DQG�IROORZ�PH´�(Matt 16:24)��7KH�DSRVWOH

3DXO� DVVHUWHG� WKDW� &KULVW� GLHG� VR� WKDW� DOO� KLV� SHRSOH
VKRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�OLYH�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��EXW�IRU�KLP�ZKR
GLHG�IRU�WKHP�(2 Cor 5:15)��,I�\RX�KDYH�LQGHHG�FRPH�WR�&KULVW
IRU� VDOYDWLRQ� IURP�\RXU�VLQV��\RX�PXVW� OLYH�D� OLIH� WKDW
SOHDVHV�KLP�DQG�QRW�\RXUVHOI��%HFDXVH�KH�ORYHG�\RX�ILUVW�
\RX�PXVW�ORYH�KLP�DQG�KLV�SHRSOH�IHUYHQWO\�DQG�REH\�KLV
ZRUG�NHHSLQJ�KLV�FRPPDQGPHQWV�(1 John 2:1-5; 4:7-11,19-20)�

:KDW�DUH�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQWV�RI�&KULVW"�+RZ�FDQ�,
NQRZ�ZKDW�SOHDVHV�KLP"�7KH�JUHDWHVW�FRPPDQG�RI�RXU
/RUG�LV�ORYH��3DXO�VDLG�WKDW�E\�EHDULQJ�WKH�EXUGHQV�RI
RWKHUV��ZH� IXOILOO� WKH� ODZ�RI�&KULVW� (Gal 6:2)��7KH� ODZ�RI
&KULVW�ZDV�VWDWHG�E\� -HVXV� LQ� -RKQ�������� µµ$�QHZ�FRP�
PDQGPHQW�,�JLYH�XQWR�\RX��WKDW�\H�ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU��DV
,�KDYH�ORYHG�\RX��WKDW�\H�DOVR�ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU�́ �$OO�KLV
FRPPDQGV�IORZ�RXW�RI�WKLV�VLQJXODU�ODZ�WR�ORYH�RWKHUV
(John 15:10-13)��,W�LV�VXPPHG�XS�LQ�WKLV��³:DON�LQ�ORYH´�(Eph 5:2)�

:KDW�VKDSH�ZLOO�D�OLIH�RI�ORYH�WDNH"�7KH�EHVW�DQVZHU
LV�IRXQG�LQ�0DWWKHZ¶V�*RVSHO��FKDSWHUV�����(also Luke 6:20-49)�
ZKHUH�-HVXV�JLYHV�LPSRUWDQW�WHDFKLQJV�WR�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�
FRPPRQO\�FDOOHG�WKH�6HUPRQ�RQ� WKH�0RXQW��7KHUH�LV�PXFK
HYLGHQFH�WR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK��0DWWKHZ����
ZDV� XVHG� DV� D� ³KDQGERRN´� WR� WHDFK� FRQYHUWV� KRZ� WR
SOHDVH�WKH�/RUG�LQ�WKHLU�GDLO\�ZDON�ZLWK�&KULVW��)URP�WKLV
SDVVDJH�ZH�FDQ�JOHDQ�DW�OHDVW�WHQ�PDMRU�SRLQWV�FRQFHUQLQJ
RXU�OLIH�RI�ORYLQJ�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�/RUG�

(1)�,Q�RUGHU�IRU�RXU�ZRUVKLS�RI�*RG�WR�EH�YDOLG��ZH
PXVW�ILUVW�EH�VXUH�ZH�DUH�UHFRQFLOHG�WR�RXU�EURWKHUV�DQG
VLVWHUV�LQ�&KULVW�(Matt 5:21-24)��,I�ZH�NQRZ�RU�VHQVH�WKDW�WKHUH
LV�D�UXSWXUH�LQ�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�EHOLHYHU��LW
LV�RXU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�JR�DQG�VHHN�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��-HVXV
VDLG�WKDW�WKLV�GXW\�LV�VR�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�DFWV�RI�ZRUVKLS
PXVW�EH�LQWHUUXSWHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SXUVXH�WKH�UHSDLULQJ�RI
D� EURNHQ� UHODWLRQVKLS�� 7KLV� LOOXVWUDWHV� WKDW�ZH� DUH�GH�
FHLYHG�LI�ZH�WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�KDYH�D�GHHS�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK
*RG� ZKLOH� RXU� UHODWLRQVKLSV� ZLWK� RWKHU� EHOLHYHUV� DUH
XQUHFRQFLOHG�(see Matt 6:14-15)�

(2)�,W�LV�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�DEVWDLQ�IURP�WKH�RXWZDUG�DFWV
RI� VLQ�� OLNH� DGXOWHU\��2XU� LQQHUPRVW� WKRXJKWV�PXVW�EH
SXUH��WKDW�LV��ZH�PXVW�QRW�HYHQ�ORRN�RQ�RWKHUV�ZLWK�OXVW�
:H�PXVW�WDNH�VLQ�YHU\�VHULRXVO\��DQG�PRUWLI\�WKH�GHHGV
RI�WKH�IOHVK�(Matt 5:28-30; Rom 8:13)��,Q�&KULVW¶V�GD\�WKHUH�ZHUH
PDQ\�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�ZKR�SULGHG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�KRZ
RXWZDUGO\�SXUH� WKH\�ZHUH��%XW� -HVXV�SRLQWHG�RXW� WKDW
LQZDUGO\�WKH\�ZHUH�ILOOHG�ZLWK� OXVW�DQG�HYLO�WKRXJKWV�
DQG�WKDW�WKH�³VLQQHUV´�WKH\�FRQGHPQHG��ZRXOG�HQWHU�KLV
NLQJGRP�LQVWHDG�RI� WKHP�� -HVXV�SURQRXQFHG�³EOHVVHG�
QHVV´�RQ�WKH�SXUH�LQ�KHDUW��QRW�XSRQ�WKRVH�ZKR�VWULFWO\
FRQIRUPHG�WR�DQ�RXWZDUG�FRGH�

(3)�'LVFLSOHV�RI�&KULVW�DUH�WR�EH�PDUNHG�E\�WUXWKIXO
VSHHFK�(Matt 5:33-37)�DV�-HVXV�VDLG��/HW�\RXU�³<HD´�EH�³<HD´
DQG�\RXU�³1D\´�EH�³1D\�́ �6RFLHWLHV�XVH�WKH�RDWK�DV�D�ZD\
RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�WUXWK�DQG�GLVFRXUDJLQJ�WKH�OLH��%XW�DOO�WKDW
LV�XQQHFHVVDU\�IRU�GLVFLSOHV�RI�-HVXV��6LPSOH�WUXWK�LWVHOI
LV�WKH�UXOH��-HVXV�ZRXOG�KDYH�XV�DW�DOO�WLPHV�WR�EH�GLUHFW�
FOHDU�DQG�VLPSOH�LQ�RXU�VSHHFK��VD\LQJ�ZKDW�ZH�PHDQ��QR
PRUH�DQG�QR�OHVV��$Q\RQH�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�EH�D�GLVFLSOH�DQG
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�&KULVWLDQ�IHOORZVKLS�PXVW�HDU�
QHVWO\�GHVLUH�DQG�LQWHQG�WR�VSHDN�WKH�WUXWK�IURP�KLV�KHDUW�

(4)�,Q�D�ZRUOG�ILOOHG�ZLWK�YLROHQFH�DQG�VFKHPHV�IRU
UHYHQJH��&KULVW¶V�SHRSOH�DUH�WR�ORYH��GR�JRRG�DQG�SUD\
IRU�WKHLU�HQHPLHV�(Matt 5:38-39; 43-48)��:KHQ�ZURQJHG�ZH�DOO
KDYH�D�WHQGHQF\�WR�VWULNH�EDFN�DW�WKRVH�ZKR�KXUW�XV��7KH
ZD\�RI�-HVXV�UHTXLUHV�WKDW�ZH�QHYHU�UHQGHU�HYLO�IRU�HYLO�
RU� VHHN� UHYHQJH�� EXW� LQVWHDG� RYHUFRPH� HYLO� E\� GRLQJ
JRRG�WR�RXU�HQHPLHV�(Rom 12:17-21)�

1RWKLQJ�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�RXU�ZRUOG�PRUH� WKDQ�FRQGL�
WLRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV��³,�ZLOO�EH�JRRG�WR�\RX�RQO\�DV�ORQJ
DV�\RX�DUH�JRRG�WR�PH��,�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�RQO\�DV�ORQJ�DV�\RX
KHOS�PH�́ �%XW�WKRVH�ZKR�IROORZ�&KULVW�DUH�WR�VKRZ�D�QHZ
ZD\�RI�ORYH�ZLWK�QR�VWULQJV�DWWDFKHG��³,I�\RX�PLVWUHDW�PH�
,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�IRRG�DQG�GULQN��,�ZLOO�JLYH�WR�\RX�ZLWK�QR
FRQFHUQ�DERXW�UHFHLYLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�EDFN��LI�\RX�FXUVH�PH�
,�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�ZRUGV�RI�NLQGQHVV��,�ZLOO�VKRZ�ORYH�WR�\RX
HYHQ�LI�\RX�FRQWLQXH�WR�KDWH�PH�́ �7KLV�OLIHVW\OH�GLVSOD\V
*RG�KLPVHOI��+H�VKRZV�LQQXPHUDEOH�NLQGQHVVHV�WR�WKRVH
ZKR�KDWH�KLP�DQG�DUH�XQJUDWHIXO��,Q�VSLWH�RI�WKH�ZLFNHG�
QHVV�RI�KXPDQV��*RG�SHUVLVWV�LQ�KLV�NLQGQHVV�WR�WKHP�(Luke
6:35)��7KXV�-HVXV�H[KRUWV�KLV�GLVFLSOHV��³%H�\H�WKHUHIRUH
PHUFLIXO��DV�\RXU�)DWKHU�DOVR�LV�PHUFLIXO´�(Luke 6:36)�

(5)�&KULVW¶V�GLVFLSOHV�PXVW�GR�JRRG�ZRUNV�LQ�WKH�SUHV�
HQFH�RI�*RG��QRW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�VHHQ�RI�PHQ�(Matt 6:1-8,16-18)�
-HVXV�WDXJKW�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH�JLYH�WR�RWKHUV�LQ�QHHG��RU�ZKHQ
ZH�SUD\�RU�IDVW��ZH�PXVW�QHYHU�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV�WR�LPSUHVV
RQORRNHUV��EXW�ZH�PXVW�DFW�DV�WKRVH�XQGHU�WKH�H\H�RI�*RG
³ZKLFK�VHHWK�LQ�VHFUHW´�DQG�UHZDUGV�DFFRUGLQJO\�(Matt 6:18)�

(6)�7KH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�EHOLHYHUV�LV�WR�EH�D�SODFH�ZKHUH
IRUJLYHQHVV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�(Matt 6:12-15)��:KHQ�ZH�DVN�*RG�WR
IRUJLYH�RXU�VLQV��D�TXHVWLRQ�WKHQ�FRQIURQWV�XV��+DYH�ZH
IRUJLYHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�XV"�-HVXV�VWDWHG
WKDW�LI�\RX�GR�QRW�IRUJLYH�RWKHUV�WKHLU�VLQV��\RXU�)DWKHU
ZLOO�QRW� IRUJLYH�\RXU�VLQV�� ,Q�RUGHU�IRU�XV�WR�EH�IUHHO\
IRUJLYHQ�E\�*RG��ZH�PXVW�ILUVW�IRUJLYH�WKRVH�ZKR�ZURQJ
XV��7KLV�DJDLQ�VKRZV�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW�LW�LV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�RXU
UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK� WKRVH�DURXQG�XV��:H�FDQQRW�KDUERU
KDWUHG�DQG�ELWWHUQHVV�WRZDUG�RWKHU�SHRSOH�DQG�H[SHFW�WR
KDYH�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�RXU�/RUG��:H�PXVW�QRW�DOORZ�WKH
VXQ�WR�JR�GRZQ�ZKLOH�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�DQJU\�(Eph 4:26)�

(7)�&KULVW¶V�SHRSOH�PXVW�VHW�WKHLU�DIIHFWLRQV�RQ�WKLQJV
DERYH�(Col 3:2)��DQG�QRW�RQ�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�WKLV�OLIH��7KH\�PXVW
WUXVW�LQ�WKH�HWHUQDO�*RG�ZKRP�WKH\�FDQQRW�VHH��QRW�LQ�WKH
WHPSRUDO�WKLQJV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�(2 Cor 4:18)��-HVXV�NQHZ�WKDW
KLV�IROORZHUV�ZRXOG�EH�WHPSWHG�DQG�DOOXUHG�E\�WKH�WKLQJV
RI�WKH�ZRUOG��VR�KH�ELG�WKHP�WR�OD\�XS�WUHDVXUHV�LQ�KHDYHQ�

/LYLQJ�IRU�-HVXV



+H�OHW�LW�EH�NQRZQ�WKDW�SHRSOH�PXVW�FKRRVH�EHWZHHQ�*RG
DQG�PRQH\��%HOLHYHUV�GR�QRW�QHHG�WR�WUXVW�LQ�RU�VHHN�WKH
YDQLWLHV�RI� WKLV� OLIH�� EHFDXVH� WKH�/RUG� LV� FRPPLWWHG� WR
FDULQJ�IRU�KLV�IORFN�RQ�HDUWK��-HVXV�JDYH�WKHVH�FRPIRUWLQJ
ZRUGV��³7DNH�QR�WKRXJKW�IRU�\RXU�OLIH��ZKDW�\H�VKDOO�HDW�
RU�ZKDW�\H�VKDOO�GULQN��QRU�\HW�IRU�\RXU�ERG\���IRU�\RXU
KHDYHQO\�)DWKHU�NQRZHWK�WKDW�\H�KDYH�QHHG�RI�DOO�WKHVH
WKLQJV´�(Matt 6:25,32)��$V�ZH�VHHN�KLV�NLQJGRP�ILUVW��KH�ZLOO
WDNH�FDUH�RI�RXU�GDLO\�QHHGV�DV�KH�VHHV�ILW�

(8)�,Q�RUGHU�WR�PLQLVWHU�WR�RWKHUV��EHOLHYHUV�PXVW�DYRLG
D�MXGJPHQWDO�VSLULW�(Matt 7:1-5)��,I�ZH�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�IDXOWV�RI
RWKHUV�ZLWK�D�FULWLFDO�DWWLWXGH��DQG�GR�QRW�GHDO�ZLWK�RXU
RZQ�VKRUWFRPLQJV��ZH�UHPRYH�RXUVHOYHV�IURP�DQ\�SRV�
VLELOLW\� RI� PLQLVWHULQJ� WR� RWKHUV�� ,I� ZH� MXGJH� RWKHUV
KDUVKO\�DQG� VWULFWO\�� DV� LI�ZH�DUH�EHWWHU� WKDQ� WKH\�DUH�
-HVXV�VDLG�ZH�WKHQ�KDYH�FXW�RXUVHOYHV�RII�IURP�KHOSLQJ
WKHP�ZLWK�WKHLU�SUREOHPV��,Q�RUGHU�IRU�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RI
EHOLHYHUV�WR�EH�D�SODFH�RI�KHOS�DQG�KHDOLQJ��MXGJPHQWDO
DWWLWXGHV�PXVW�EH�SXW�DZD\�

(9)�%HFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�VR�PDQ\�IDOVH�DQWL�JRVSHO�YRLFHV�
&KULVW�LQVWUXFWHG�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�EH�GLVFHUQLQJ�DQG�REVHUYH
WKH�IUXLW�LQ�WKRVH�ZKR�SURIHVV�WR�OHDG�WKH�FKXUFK�(Matt 7:15-23)�
:H�WHQG�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�EHFDXVH�VRPH�SHUVRQV�DSSHDU�WR�GR
JUHDW�WKLQJV�IRU�&KULVW��WKDW�WKH\�DUH�VWDUV�LQ�KLV�NLQJGRP�
%XW�WKH�/RUG�VDLG��³1RW�HYHU\�RQH�WKDW�VDLWK��/RUG��/RUG�
VKDOO�HQWHU�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ��EXW�KH�WKDW�GRHWK�WKH
ZLOO� RI�P\� )DWKHU�ZKLFK� LV� LQ� KHDYHQ�́ �+H� VDLG� WKHUH
ZRXOG�EH�PDQ\�LQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\�ZKR�ZRXOG�FODLP�WR�KDYH
WDXJKW��WR�KDYH�FDVW�RXW�GHPRQV�DQG�WR�KDYH�GRQH�PDQ\
RWKHU�ZRUNV�LQ�KLV�QDPH��EXW�KH�ZLOO�VD\�WR�WKHP�WKHQ�WKDW
WKH\�ZHUH�QHYHU�WUXO\�KLV�SHRSOH�DQG�ZLOO�FDVW�WKHP�RXW�
%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�DQG�$QWLFKULVWV�
&KULVWLDQV�FDQQRW�EHOLHYH�HYHU\�VSLULW��EXW�PXVW�WHVW�WKH
VSLULWV�WR�VHH�LI�WKH\�DUH�RI�*RG�(1 John 4:1)�

(10)�7KH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�&KULVW�DUH�WKH�RQO\�VXUH�IRXQGD�
WLRQ�XSRQ�ZKLFK� WR�EXLOG�RXU� OLYHV��(YHU\WKLQJ� LQ� WKH
&KULVWLDQ� OLIH�PXVW�EH�EDVHG�RQ�DQG� IORZ�RXW�RI�ZKDW
-HVXV�KDV�GRQH�IRU�XV�LQ�KLV�UHGHPSWLYH�ZRUN��³DV�,�KDYH
ORYHG�\RX´�John 13:34; 15:12��DQG�ZKDW�KH�KDV�VDLG�WR�XV�DV
/25'� �³,�VD\�XQWR�\RX´�Matt 5-7����3HRSOH�ZKR�KHDU�WKH
ZRUGV�RI�&KULVW�DQG�IDLO�RU�UHIXVH�WR�SUDFWLFH�WKHP�DUH
KHDGHG�IRU�D�JUHDW�FUDVK��%XW�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�KHDU�KLV�ZRUGV�
SUDFWLFH�WKHP��DQG�EXLOG�WKHLU�OLYHV�XSRQ�WKH�URFN��&KULVW
-HVXV��:KHQ�-HVXV�VDLG��³:KRVRHYHU�KHDUHWK�WKHVH�VD\�
LQJV�RI�PLQH´� (Matt 7:24)��KH�VSHFLILFDOO\�KDG�LQ�YLHZ�WKH
FOXVWHU�RI�WHDFKLQJV�IRXQG�LQ�0DWWKHZ������,W�LV�XSRQ�WKLV
FHQWUDO�FRUH�RI� -HVXV¶� WHDFKLQJV�� WKH�6HUPRQ�RQ� WKH�0RXQW�
WKDW�ZH�PXVW�EXLOG�RXU�OLYHV�WR�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG�

³:KHQ� -HVXV� KDG� HQGHG� WKHVH� VD\LQJV�� WKH� SHRSOH
ZHUH�DVWRQLVKHG�DW�KLV�GRFWULQH��IRU�KH�WDXJKW�WKHP�DV
RQH�KDYLQJ�DXWKRULW\��DQG�QRW�DV�WKH�VFULEHV´�(Matt 7:28-29)�
,QGHHG�� &KULVW� FDOOV� KLV� GLVFLSOHV� WR� D� UDGLFDO� OLIH� RI
ORYLQJ��XQVHOILVK�VDFULILFH��$Q\RQH�ZKR�VHULRXVO\�VHHNV
WR�IROORZ�KLV�WHDFKLQJV�E\�*RG¶V�JUDFH��ZLOO�EH�PDUNHG�DV
D�³GLIIHUHQW´�SHUVRQ��D�SHUVRQ�UHIXVLQJ�WR�EH�VTXHH]HG
LQWR�WKH�PROG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�ZD\V�RI�GRLQJ�WKLQJV�q

(1)�,I�D�PDQ�LV�ORVW�LQ�$GDP�ZH�PXVW�LQ�ORYH�H[KRUW
KLP�WR�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�UHSHQWDQFH�WRZDUGV�*RG�

(2)�,I�D�SHUVRQ�LV�D�EURWKHU�RU�VLVWHU�LQ�&KULVW�ZH�PXVW
ORYH� WKHP� DV�&KULVW� ORYHG�XV� �FRQVWDQWO\�� VDFULILFLDOO\�
XQFRQGLWLRQDOO\��(John 13:34; 1 John 3:16)�

(3)�&KULVWLDQV�DUH�WR�HGLI\��EXLOG�XS��RQH�DQRWKHU�DV
IXQFWLRQLQJ�SULHVWV�LQ�D�ORFDO�FKXUFK�(1 Thess 1:1; 5:11,14)��(GLIL�
FDWLRQ� LV� UHDOL]HG�WKURXJK�PXWXDO�VXSSRUW��HQFRXUDJH�
PHQW��DGPRQLWLRQ��DQG�KDV�DV�LWV�JRDO�RXU�FRQIRUPLW\�WR
WKH�LPDJH�RI�&KULVW�(Rom 15:14; Heb 3:13; 10:24-25; 1 Peter 4:10; Rom 8:29)�

(4)�&KULVWLDQV�DUH�WR�IHUYHQWO\�ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU��ZLWK
D�ORYH�WKDW�FRYHUV�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�VLQV��ZLWK�D�ORYH�WKDW�LV
TXLFN� WR� IRUJLYH�� IRUEHDU��DQG� WKDW� LV�DOZD\V�NLQG�DQG
ORQJVXIIHULQJ�(1 Peter 1:22; 3:8; 4:8; Eph 4:32; Col 3:13)�

(5)�,Q�DOO�WKHVH�GXWLHV��RXU�ZRUGV�SOD\�D�SURPLQHQW
UROH��2XU�ZRUGV�DUH�WR�EH�XVHG�WR�EXLOG�XS��QRW�WR�WHDU
GRZQ� (Col 3:8,16; Eph 4:29,31; 5:4; 1 Peter 4:11; James 3:10)��:H�DUH� WR
FRQVFLRXVO\�PDNH�HGLILFDWLRQ�WKH�JRDO�RI�RXU�VSHHFK��DQG
DYRLG�VSHDNLQJ�HYLO�RI�RWKHUV��ZKHQ�ZH�KDYH�QRW�JRQH�WR
WKH� EURWKHU� ZLWK� RXU� UHVHUYDWLRQV�� /RYH� ³WKLQNHWK� QR
HYLO´�(1 Cor 13:5)�

(6)�:H�DUH�WR�VWULYH�LQ�RXU�DFWLRQV�DQG�ZRUGV�IRU�WKLQJV
WKDW�PDNH�IRU�SHDFH�(Rom 12:18)��:H�DUH�WR�SXUVXH�SHDFH�DQG
PDNH� SHDFH� LQ� RXU� UHODWLRQVKLSV� ZLWK� PHQ�� %HLQJ� D
³SHDFHPDNHU´� PHDQV� WKDW� ZH� ZLOO� (1)� IROORZ� ELEOLFDO
SULQFLSOHV�WR�UHVROYH�VLQIXO�FRQIOLFWV�DQG�SUREOHPV��DQG
(2)� RUGHU� RXU� OLYHV� ZLWK� D� YLHZ� WRZDUG� HIIHFWLQJ� DQG
SURPRWLQJ�KDUPRQ\�(Matt 5:9; Heb 12:14)�

(7)�,I�D�EURWKHU�LQ�&KULVW�KDV�VRPHWKLQJ�DJDLQVW�\RX�
\RX�DUH�WR�JR�WR�KLP�DQG�EH�UHFRQFLOHG�(Matt 5:23-24)�

(8)�,I�ZH�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�DJDLQVW�DQRWKHU�EURWKHU��ZH
DUH�WR�JR�WR�KLP�DQG�EH�UHFRQFLOHG�(Matt 18:15)�

(9)� ,I� D� VWURQJ� EURWKHU� SDUWDNHV� RI� VRPHWKLQJ� \RX
DEVWDLQ�IURP��\RX�DUH�QRW�WR�MXGJH�KLP�(Rom 14:3)�

(10)�,I�D�ZHDN�EURWKHU�DEVWDLQV�IURP�VRPHWKLQJ�\RX
HQMR\��\RX�DUH�QRW�WR�GHVSLVH�KLP�(Rom 14:3)�

(11)� ,Q�DOO� WKLQJV��ZHDN�DQG�VWURQJ�EUHWKUHQ�DUH� WR
VHHN�RQH�DQRWKHU¶V�ZHOIDUH�E\�SXUVXLQJ�SHDFH�DQG�HGLIL�
FDWLRQ�(Rom 14:19)��3DXO�GLG�QRW�WHOO�WKH�YHJHWDEOH�HDWHU�WR
VWDUW�HDWLQJ�PHDW��QRU�GLG�KH�WHOO�WKH�PHDW�HDWHU�WR�VWRS
HDWLQJ�PHDW�(Rom 14:2-3)��5DWKHU��3DXO�H[KRUWV�WKHP�ERWK�WR
KDYH�D�&KULVW�KRQRULQJ�DWWLWXGH�RI�UHVSHFW� WRZDUG�RQH
DQRWKHU�(Rom 15:1-3,7)�

(12)�,I�D�VDLQW�IDOOV�LQWR�VLQ��ZH�DUH�WR�FDUH�IRU�KLP�E\
FRQIURQWLQJ�WKH�SUREOHP�ZLWK�D�YLHZ�WRZDUG�KLV�UHVWRUD�
WLRQ�(Gal 6:1-2; Matt 18:15-16)�

(13)�,I�D�VDLQW�ZKR�KDV�IDOOHQ�LQWR�VLQ�UHSHQWV��ZH�DUH
WR�IRUJLYH�DQG�UHFHLYH�KLP�(Matt 18:21-22; Luke 17:3-4; 2 Cor 2:6-8)�

(14)� ,I�D�SURIHVVLQJ�EURWKHU�KDV� IDOOHQ� LQWR�VLQ��KDV
EHHQ�ORYLQJO\�FRQIURQWHG�(Matt 18:15-16)��DQG�UHIXVHV�WR�UH�
SHQW��WKH�FKXUFK�PXVW�SXW�KLP�RXW�RI�WKH�DVVHPEO\�(Matt
18:17; 1 Cor 5:2,7)��(YHQ�WKLV�SXUJLQJ�RXW�RI�OHDYHQ�LV�GRQH�LQ
KRSHV�RI�WKH�XOWLPDWH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RIIHQGHU�

(15)�,I�ZH�NQRZ��RU�EHOLHYH��WKDW�D�EURWKHU�KDV�VRPH�
WKLQJ� DJDLQVW� XV�� RU� LI� ZH� NQRZ� ZH� KDYH� VRPHWKLQJ
DJDLQVW�D�EURWKHU��RU�LI�ZH�NQRZ��RU�EHOLHYH��D�EURWKHU�LV
LQ� VRPH� VLQ�� RU� LI� ZH²IRU� DQ\� UHDVRQ²IHHO� DOLHQDWHG
IURP� D� EURWKHU�� DQG�ZH� GR� QRW� JR� WR� WKDW� EURWKHU� IRU
KHDOLQJ��ZH�VLQ�DJDLQVW�&KULVW�DQG�RXU�EURWKHU��7KH�1HZ
7HVWDPHQW�VWUHVVHV�WKH�ERQG�RI�IHOORZVKLS�DPRQJ�EUHWK�
UHQ��,I�ZH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLV�ERQG�LV�EURNHQ��ZH�DUH�REOLJHG
WR�JR�WR�RWKHUV�DQG�KHDO�WKH�EUHDFK��7KLV�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ
WKDW�ZH�PXVW�DOO�DJUHH�RQ�HYHU\WKLQJ��%XW�LW�GRHV�PHDQ
WKDW�ZH�FDQQRW�KDUERU�EDG�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�RWKHUV��

(16)�,I�D�EURWKHU�LV�ZDONLQJ�GLVRUGHUO\��³RXW�RI�UDQNV´�
WKH�EUHWKUHQ�DUH�WR�ZLWKGUDZ�IURP�KLP�LQ�RUGHU�WKDW�KH
PLJKW�EH�DVKDPHG�(2 Thess 3:6,14)��,Q�VXFK�FDVHV��WKH�SHUVRQ
LV�WR�EH�DGPRQLVKHG�DV�D�EURWKHU��QRW�WUHDWHG�DV�DQ�HQHP\
(2 Thess 3:15)��7KH�JRDO�KHUH�LV�IRU�WKH�EURWKHU�WR�EH�EURXJKW
EDFN�LQWR�VWHS�ZLWK�DSRVWROLF�WHDFKLQJV�(2 Thess 3:6,10,14)�

7KHVH� SURSRVLWLRQV� E\� QR� PHDQV� H[KDXVW� WKH� GH�
PDQGV�RI�ORYH�LQ�&KULVWLDQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV��%XW�,�GR�EHOLHYH
WKDW� WKH\�LVRODWH�RXU�EDVLF�GXWLHV� WR�RQH�DQRWKHU�� ,�DP
FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�WKHVH�GXWLHV�DUH�VFDUFHO\�SUDFWLFHG�DV�WKH\
VKRXOG�EH�LQ�RXU�FKXUFKHV��DQG�LQVXIILFLHQWO\�UHIOHFWHG
XSRQ� LQ� RXU� &KULVWLDQ� H[SHULHQFH�� ,W� LV� KDUG� WR� JR� WR
DQRWKHU�VDLQW�DQG�GHDO�ZLWK�D�SUREOHP��%XW�ORYH�FDUHV�DQG
ORYH�GLVFLSOLQHV��:H�DUH�LQ�IDFW�XQORYLQJ�LI�ZH�VNLUW�WKHVH
GXWLHV�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�³SHDFH�́

%URWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV��DIWHU�\RX�KDYH�UHDG�RYHU�DQG
PHGLWDWHG�RQ�WKHVH�SURSRVLWLRQV��,�WUXVW�WKDW�WKH�6SLULW
ZLOO�PRYH�\RX�WR�WDNH�DFWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�JHQHUDO�DQG
VSHFLILF�GXWLHV�JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��,I�ZH�KHDU�
EXW�GR�QRW�SUDFWLFH��ZH�GHFHLYH�RXUVHOYHV�(James 1:22)��,I�ZH
KHDU�DQG�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV��ZH�ZLOO�EH�KDSS\�DQG�EOHVVHG
(John 13:17; 15:11)��³7KLV�LV�WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG��WKDW�ZH�NHHS�KLV
FRPPDQGPHQWV��DQG�KLV�FRPPDQGPHQWV�DUH�QRW�EXUGHQ�
VRPH´�(1 John 5:3 NKJV)�q �Jon Zens 
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8he�RQH�WUXH�&KXUFK�LV�FRPSRVHG�RI�DOO�WUXH�EHOLHYHUV
LQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV��,W�LV�PDGH�XS�RI�DOO�*RG¶V�HOHFW��RI

DOO�WKRVH�WUXO\�FRQYHUWHG��DQG�DOO�KDYLQJ�WKH�VDPH�PDUNV�
7KH\�DUH�DOO�ERUQ�DJDLQ�RI�WKH�VDPH�6SLULW��WKH\�DOO�SRVVHVV
³UHSHQWDQFH�WRZDUGV�*RG��DQG�IDLWK�WRZDUGV�RXU�/RUG
-HVXV�&KULVW´�(Acts 20:21)��DQG�KROLQHVV�RI�OLIH��7KH\�DEKRU
VLQ��DQG�ORYH�&KULVW��7KH\�ZRUVKLS�GLIIHUHQWO\��EXW�WKH\
DOO�ZRUVKLS�ZLWK�RQH�KHDUW��DUH�DOO�OHG�E\�RQH�6SLULW��DQG
DOO�EXLOG�XSRQ�RQH�IRXQGDWLRQ²-HVXV�&KULVW�

7KLV�&KXUFK�LV�GHSHQGHQW�XSRQ�QR�PLQLVWHUV�XSRQ
HDUWK�� KRZHYHU�PXFK� LW� YDOXHV� WKRVH� ZKR� SUHDFK� WKH
:RUG��7KH�OLIH�RI�LWV�PHPEHUV�GRHV�QRW�KDQJ�XSRQ�FKXUFK
PHPEHUVKLS�RU�EDSWLVP�RU�WKH�/RUG¶V�6XSSHU²DOWKRXJK
WKH\�KLJKO\�YDOXH�WKHVH�WKLQJV��%XW�LW�KDV�RQO\�RQH�JUHDW
+HDG��RQH�6KHSKHUG��RQH�FKLHI�%LVKRS²-HVXV�&KULVW��+H
DORQH��E\�KLV�6SLULW��DGPLWV�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKLV�&KXUFK�
WKRXJK�PLQLVWHUV�PD\�VKRZ�WKH�GRRU��7LOO�KH�RSHQV�WKH
GRRU��QR�PDQ�RQ�HDUWK�FDQ�RSHQ�LW�(Acts 2:47)�

$V�D�PDQ�UHSHQWV�DQG�EHOLHYHV�WKH�JRVSHO��WKDW�PRPHQW
KH�EHFRPHV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKLV�&KXUFK��/LNH�WKH�G\LQJ�WKLHI�
KH�PD\�KDYH�QR�RSSRUWXQLW\�RI�EHLQJ�EDSWL]HG��EXW�KH
KDV�WKDW�ZKLFK�LV�IDU�EHWWHU�WKDQ�DQ\�ZDWHU�EDSWLVP²WKH
EDSWLVP�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�(1 Cor 12:13)��+H�PD\�QRW�EH�DEOH
WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�EUHDG�DQG�ZLQH�LQ�WKH�/RUG¶V�6XSSHU��EXW
KH�SDUWDNHV�RI�&KULVW¶V�%RG\�DQG�UHFHLYHV�&KULVW¶V�EORRG
E\�IDLWK�HYHU\�GD\�KH�OLYHV�(John 6:53-58)��DQG�QR�PLQLVWHU�RQ
HDUWK�FDQ�SUHYHQW�KLP��+H�PD\�EH�H[FRPPXQLFDWHG�E\
RUGDLQHG�PHQ��DQG�FXW�RII�IURP�WKH�RXWZDUG�RUGLQDQFHV
RI�WKH�SURIHVVLQJ�FKXUFK��EXW�DOO�WKH�RUGDLQHG�PHQ�LQ�WKH
ZRUOG�FDQQRW�VKXW�KLP�RXW�RI�WKH�WUXH�&KXUFK�

,W�LV�D�&KXUFK�ZKRVH�H[LVWHQFH�GRHV�QRW�GHSHQG�RQ
IRUPV��FHUHPRQLHV��FDWKHGUDOV��FKXUFKHV��FKDSHOV��SXOSLWV�
IRQWV�� YHVWPHQWV�� RUJDQV�� HQGRZPHQWV�� PRQH\�� NLQJV�
JRYHUQPHQWV��PDJLVWUDWHV�RU�DQ\�DFW�RI�IDYRU�ZKDWVRHYHU
IURP�WKH�KDQG�RI�PDQ��,W�KDV�RIWHQ�OLYHG�RQ�DQG�FRQWLQXHG
ZKHQ�DOO�WKHVH�WKLQJV�KDYH�EHHQ�WDNHQ�IURP�LW��,W�KDV�RIWHQ
EHHQ�GULYHQ�LQWR�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV��RU�LQWR�GHQV�DQG�FDYHV
RI�WKH�HDUWK��E\�WKRVH�ZKR�RXJKW�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�LWV�IULHQGV�
,WV� H[LVWHQFH� GHSHQGV� RQ� QRWKLQJ� EXW� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI
&KULVW�DQG�KLV� 6SLULW�� DQG� WKH\�EHLQJ�HYHU�ZLWK� LW�� WKH
&KXUFK�FDQQRW�GLH�

7KLV� LV� WKH�&KXUFK�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�6FULSWXUDO�WLWOHV�RI
SUHVHQW�KRQRU�DQG�SULYLOHJH��DQG�WKH�SURPLVHV�RI�IXWXUH
JORU\�HVSHFLDOO\�EHORQJ��WKLV�LV�WKH�%RG\�RI�&KULVW��WKLV�LV
WKH�IORFN�RI�&KULVW��WKLV�LV�WKH�KRXVHKROG�RI�IDLWK�DQG�WKH
IDPLO\�RI�*RG��WKLV�LV�*RG¶V�EXLOGLQJ��*RG¶V�IRXQGDWLRQ
DQG�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW��7KLV�LV�WKH�&KXUFK�RI
WKH�ILUVWERUQ��ZKRVH�QDPHV�DUH�ZULWWHQ�LQ�KHDYHQ�(Heb 12:22-
24)��WKLV�LV�WKH�UR\DO�SULHVWKRRG��WKH�FKRVHQ�JHQHUDWLRQ�

7KH�7UXH�&KXUFK


