
KHDYHQ�(Acts 1:11)��DQG�LV�FRPLQJ�DJDLQ�(1 Thess 4:16)��7KHUH�DUH
WKUHH�ZRUGV�WKDW�GHSLFW�WKH�ZKROH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�DQG
KLVWRULFDO�&KULVW���WKH�FUDGOH��WKH�FURVV��DQG�WKH�FURZQ��7KH
RQH�ZKR�ZDV�ERUQ�RI �D�YLUJLQ�DQG�GLHG�RQ�WKH�FURVV�LV�QRZ
UDLVHG�LQ�SRZHU�DQG�JORU\�RQ�D�WKURQH��&KULVW�LV�QR�ORQJHU
D�EDEH�LQ�KLV�PRWKHU·V�DUPV�QRU�LV�KH�VWLOO�KDQJLQJ�RQ�D
FURVV�RU�FUXFLIL[��DQG�KH�LV�VXUHO\�QRW�VWLOO�LQ�WKH�JUDYH��+H
LV� H[DOWHG� DV� /RUG� RI � ORUGV� DQG� VLWV� RQ� D� WKURQH� DW� WKH
)DWKHU·V�ULJKW�KDQG�

7KH�%LEOH�LV�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI �WKHVH�IDFWV�DERXW�WKLV
3HUVRQ��:K\�ZDV�&KULVW� ERUQ�RI� D� YLUJLQ"�:K\�GLG�KH
VXIIHU� VXFK� D� GHDWK"�:K\� LV� KLV� UHVXUUHFWLRQ� HVVHQWLDO"
7KHVH�DUH�WKH�NLQGV�RI�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�PXVW�EH�DQVZHUHG
EHIRUH� WKH�JRVSHO�RI � -HVXV�&KULVW�KDV� DQ\�PHDQLQJ�DQG
VLJQLILFDQFH�

'LG�\RX�HYHU�WU\�WR�VXPPDUL]H�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�PHVVDJH
RI�WKH�ZKROH�%LEOH�LQ�D�IHZ�VHQWHQFHV"�7KH�WKHPH�ZRXOG
JR�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV��́ %HKROG��6RPHRQH�LV�FRPLQJ�µ�7KH
ZKROH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�LV�WKH�VWRU\�DERXW�WKH�FRPLQJ�0HV�
VLDK��7KHQ�WKH�IRXU�JRVSHOV�SURFODLP��´%HKROG��6RPHRQH
LV�KHUH�µ�$QG�ILQDOO\�$FWV�WKURXJK�5HYHODWLRQ�VD\V��´%H�
KROG�� 6RPHRQH� LV� FRPLQJ� DJDLQ�µ� 7KH� %LEOH�� IURP� LWV
EHJLQQLQJ�WR�LWV�HQG��LV�D�VWRU\�DERXW�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�
7KH�PHVVDJH�RI �WKH�JRVSHO�LV�QRWKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�D�FOHDU�DQG
SUHFLVH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VWRU\�

&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�DQ�([SHULHQFH
´)RU�RXU�JRVSHO�FDPH�QRW�XQWR�\RX�LQ�ZRUG�RQO\��EXW�DOVR
LQ�SRZHU��DQG�LQ�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW��DQG�LQ�PXFK�DVVXUDQFH�
DV�\H�NQRZ�ZKDW�PDQQHU�RI�PHQ�ZH�ZHUH�DPRQJ�\RX�IRU
\RXU�VDNHµ�(1 Thess 1:4-5)��+HUH�3DXO�ILUVW�UHPLQGV�XV�WKDW�WUXWK
DOZD\V� FRPHV� LQ� ZRUGV�� 7KH� JRVSHO� GRHV� QRW� FRPH� LQ
GUHDPV��YLVLRQV��RU�FHUHPRQLHV��,W�FRPHV�WR�XV�LQ�ZRUGV�
+RZHYHU��LQ�RUGHU�IRU�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�WR�HIIHFW�WKH
VDYLQJ�RI �RXU�VRXO��WKRVH�ZRUGV�PXVW�EH�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\
WKH� SRZHU� DQG� GHPRQVWUDWLRQ� RI � WKH� 6SLULW��7KH� FDUQDO
PLQG�FDQ�MXVW�DV�HDVLO\�KHDU�DQG�PHQWDOO\�EHOLHYH�WKH�IDFWV
VHW� IRUWK� LQ� WKH� JRVSHO� DV� LW� FDQ� EHOLHYH� WKDW�&ROXPEXV
FURVVHG�WKH�$WODQWLF�2FHDQ�LQ�������EXW�RQO\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW
FDQ�PDNH�WKH�LQZDUG�PDQ�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�VSLULWXDO�SRZHU
RI�WKH�JRVSHO�IDFWV�

7KH�ELEOLFDO�IDFWV�DUH�HVVHQWLDO��EXW�E\�WKHPVHOYHV�WKH\
DUH�QRW�HQRXJK��,I �&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�D�3HUVRQ��WKHQ�EHFRPLQJ
D�&KULVWLDQ�LV�UHFHLYLQJ�WKDW�3HUVRQ�LQ�DQ�DFW�RI �OLYLQJ�IDLWK�
:H�GR�QRW�UHFHLYH�IDFWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JHW�VDYHG��ZH�UHFHLYH�D
3HUVRQ�DQG�HQWHU�LQWR�D�YLWDO�UHODWLRQVKLS��7KH�IDFWV�JLYH�XV
WKH�QHFHVVDU\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�3HUVRQ�DQG�KRZ�DQG
ZK\�ZH�PXVW�FRPH�WR�KLP��EXW�FRPLQJ�WR�&KULVW�LV�QRW�MXVW
DQ� DFW� RI� WKH�PLQG� EHOLHYLQJ� VRPH� IDFWV�� ,Q� FRPLQJ� WR
&KULVW��ZH�JLYH�RXU�ZKROH�EHLQJ�WR�&KULVW�DV�RXU�/RUG�DQG
6DYLRU�

:KHQ� VRPHRQH� JHWV� PDUULHG�� WKH\� JODGO\� UHFHLYH� D
SHUVRQ��QRW�D�VHW�RI �IDFWV��7KH�SUHDFKHU�GRHV�QRW�VD\��´'R
\RX�UHFHLYH�WKLV�IDFW�DV�FHUWDLQO\�WUXH"µ�1R��KH�VD\V��´:LOO
\RX�UHFHLYH�WKLV�SHUVRQ�WR�EH�\RXU�ZHGGHG�PDWH"µ�7KH�VDPH
WKLQJ�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�D�SHUVRQ�LV�PDUULHG�WR�&KULVW��XQLWHG
E\� IDLWK��:H� UHFHLYH�KLP�DV� D�SHUVRQ� MXVW� DV� WUXO\� DV�KH
UHFHLYHV� XV� DV� D�SHUVRQ�� ,W� LV�PXFK�PRUH� WKDQ� D�PHQWDO
WUDQVDFWLRQ�LQYROYLQJ�VLPSO\�RXU�EUDLQV��*RG�GLG�QRW�VD\�
´<RX�DGPLW� WKHVH�IDFWV�DUH�WUXH�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG�µ
1R��P\�IULHQG��KH�VDLG��´<RX�UHSHQW�IURP�\RXU�UHEHOOLRQ
DQG�UHFHLYH�P\�6RQ�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG�µ�7KLV�LV�GRQH
E\�EHOLHYLQJ� LQ� �OLWHUDOO\�EHOLHYLQJ� LQWR��&KULVW��7KHUH� LV� D
JUHDW�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�PHQWDO�DVVHQW�WR�IDFWV�DQG�UHFHLY�
LQJ�&KULVW�LQ�WUXH�IDLWK�

:KHQ�ZH� UHFHLYH�&KULVW��ZH� UHFHLYH� HYHU\WKLQJ� WKDW
*RG� KDV� WR� JLYH�� DQG� ZKHQ� ZH� PLVV� &KULVW�� ZH� PLVV
HYHU\WKLQJ� WKHUH� LV� WKDW� LV�ZRUWK�KDYLQJ��7KH�6FULSWXUHV
DOZD\V�SXW�IRUJLYHQHVV��DQG�HYHU\�RWKHU�EOHVVLQJ��LQ�&KULVW
KLPVHOI��2XU�H[SHULHQFLQJ�DQ\�RI� WKRVH�EOHVVLQJV� LV�RQO\
SRVVLEOH� DV� ZH� DUH� OLWHUDOO\� XQLWHG� WR� &KULVW� LQ� D� OLYLQJ
XQLRQ�� 1RWLFH� KRZ� -RKQ� HPSKDVL]HV� WKDW� ZH� UHFHLYH� D
SHUVRQ�� ´%XW� DV�PDQ\�DV� UHFHLYHG�KLP�� WR� WKHP�JDYH�KH
SRZHU� WR� EHFRPH� WKH� VRQV� RI�*RGµ� (John 1:12)�� 7KH�+RO\
6SLULW�LQGHHG�XVHV�IDFWV��EXW�KH�XVHV�WKH�IDFWV�WR�GUDZ�XV�WR
D�OLYLQJ�3HUVRQ�DQG�QRW�WR�WKH�LPSHUVRQDO�IDFWV�DV�DQ�HQG
LQ�WKHPVHOYHV��´$OO�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU�JLYHWK�PH�VKDOO�FRPH�WR
PH��DQG�KLP�WKDW�FRPHWK�WR�PH�,�ZLOO�LQ�QR�ZLVH�FDVW�RXWµ
(John 6:37)��́ &RPH�XQWR�PH…DQG�,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�UHVWµ�(Matt 11:28)�

7KH�HUURU�WR�EH�DYRLGHG�LV�FRQIXVLQJ�WKH�PHUH�NQRZO�
HGJH�RI�IDFWV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�IDFWV�PD\�EH�ELEOLFDO��ZLWK
WKH� UHDOLW\� RI� H[SHULHQFLQJ� WKH� SRZHU� RI� WKH� WUXWK� H[�
SODLQHG�LQ�WKH�IDFWV��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�WUDJLF�PLVWDNH�PDGH�E\
WKH�-HZV�(Rom 2:17-27)��7KH\�ZHUH�FRQYLQFHG�WKH�%LEOH�ZDV�WKH
YHU\�:RUG�RI �*RG�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�DVVXPHG�WKDW�WKH\�KDG
REH\HG�LWV�PHVVDJH�VLPSO\�E\�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�LWV�WUXWKIXO�
QHVV��6RPH�RI�\RX�ZKR�DUH�UHDGLQJ�WKLV�WUDFW��,·P�VXUH��FDQ
H[SODLQ� WKH�ZD\�RI� VDOYDWLRQ��EXW�KDYH�QHYHU�SHUVRQDOO\
DQG� NQRZLQJO\� JRQH� WR� &KULVW� ZLWK� HPSW\� KDQGV� DQG
SOHDGHG�KLV�PHUF\�DORQH�WR�VDYH�\RXU�VRXO��,I �WKLV�LV�WUXH
RI�\RX��WKHQ�\RX�ZLOO�SHULVK�ZLWK�WKH�JRVSHO�LQ�\RXU�PLQG
DQG�LQ�\RXU�PRXWK�ZLWKRXW�LWV�SRZHU�EHLQJ�LQ�\RXU�DIIHF�
WLRQV�DQG�ZLOO�

7KH�SURPLVHV�RI�*RG��RU�WKH�JRVSHO�IDFWV��DUH�OLNH�VLJQ
SRVWV�RQ�WKH�KLJKZD\��<RX�GR�QRW�VLW�RQ�WRS�RI�D�VLJQ�DQG
H[SHFW�WKH�VLJQ�WR�WDNH�\RX�WR�\RXU�GHVWLQDWLRQ��,QVWHDG��E\
IDLWK� LQ� WKH� PHVVDJH� RQ� WKH� VLJQ� SRVW�� \RX� IROORZ� LWV
GLUHFWLRQ�DQG�PRYH�WRZDUG�ZKHUH�LW�SRLQWV��-XVW�VR��*RG·V
SURPLVHV�SRLQW�XV�WR�&KULVW�DQG�DVVXUH�XV�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�EH
UHFHLYHG�DQG�IRUJLYHQ�LI �ZH�JR�WR�KLP�LQ�WUXH�UHSHQWDQFH
DQG�IDLWK��+RZHYHU��PHUHO\�EHOLHYLQJ�WKDW�&KULVW�ZLOO�UH�
FHLYH�DOO�ZKR�FRPH�WR�KLP��DQG�DFWXDOO\�JRLQJ�WR�KLP��DUH

WZR�GLIIHUHQW� WKLQJV�� \HW� ERWK�DUH� HVVHQWLDO� WR� VDOYDWLRQ�
¶¶7KLV�LV�WKH�UHFRUG�>IDFWV@��WKDW�*RG�KDWK�JLYHQ�XV�HWHUQDO
OLIH�>H[SHULHQFH@��DQG�WKLV�OLIH�LV�LQ�KLV�6RQ��+H�WKDW�KDWK�WKH
6RQ�KDWK�OLIH��DQG�KH�WKDW�KDWK�QRW�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�KDWK
QRW�OLIHµ�(1 John 5:11-12)�

&KULVW�0XVW�EH�5HFHLYHG�DV�+H�LV
3UHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH

'LG�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�%LEOH�VSHDNV�RI�´DQRWKHU�JRVSHOµ
(Gal 1:6-9)��´DQRWKHU�-HVXVµ�(2 Cor 11:4)��DQG�´IDOVH�&KULVWVµ�(Mark
13:22)"�<RX�PD\�VLQFHUHO\�WUXVW�D�IDOVH�-HVXV�DQG�EH�ORVW��DQG
EHOLHYH�PH��WKHUH�DUH�D�ORW�RI �SKRQ\�&KULVWV�EHLQJ�SHGGOHG
WRGD\��0DQ\�SHRSOH�DUH�SUHDFKLQJ�D�-HVXV�WKDW�EHDUV�QR
DXWKHQWLF�UHVHPEODQFH�WR�WKH�-HVXV�RI �WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�

6RPH�PHQ�SUHDFK�D�IDOVH�KHDOLQJ�PHVVDJH�LQ�WKH�QDPH
RI�-HVXV�DQG�PDNH�PLOOLRQV�RI �GROODUV�RII �WKH�PLVHULHV�RI
WKHLU� IHOORZ�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��6RPH�FUXHO� W\UDQWV�FODLP� WR
KDYH�EHHQ�GXO\�DXWKRUL]HG�E\�&KULVW�WR�UXQ�*RG·V�FKXUFK�
7KH\�FRQWURO�WKH�FRQVFLHQFHV�RI �LQVHFXUH�DQG�WLPLG�SHRSOH
DQG� GHVWUR\� PDQ\� OLYHV�� 6XSHU� FKXUFK� EXLOGHUV� LQ� WKH
´QLFNHOV�DQG�QRVHVµ�EXVLQHVV�XVH�D�XWLOLWDULDQ�-HVXV�DQG
PDQLSXODWH�SHRSOH�E\�WKH�WKRXVDQGV��:H�PXVW�EH�VXUH�WKDW
ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�H[DFWO\�ZKR�-HVXV� LV�DQG�ZKDW�KH�LV� OLNH
EHIRUH�ZH�GDUH�VSHDN�LQ�KLV�QDPH�

3HRSOH�DUH�XVXDOO\�VXUSULVHG�WR�ILQG�RXW�WKDW�WKH�%LEOH
QRZKHUH� WDONV� DERXW� ´DFFHSWLQJ� -HVXV� DV� \RXU� 6DYLRU�µ
&KULVW�LV�QRW�RIIHUHG�WR�XV�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�DV�RQO\�D�6DYLRU��+H
LV�RIIHUHG�WR�XV�DV�the Lord�ZKR�LV��E\�YLUWXH�RI �KLV�ILQLVKHG
ZRUN��D�VXIILFLHQW�6DYLRU�

&KULVW�IXOILOOV�WKH�RIILFH�RI�3URSKHW��3ULHVW��DQG�.LQJ�
:KHQ�ZH�UHFHLYH�KLP��ZH�UHFHLYH�KLP�DV�RXU�3URSKHW�WR
WHDFK�XV�WKH�WUXWK��DV�RXU�3ULHVW�WR�WDNH�DZD\�RXU�JXLOW��DQG
DV�RXU�.LQJ�WR�UXOH�RYHU�XV��:KHQ�ZH�UHFHLYH�&KULVW�DV�RXU
6DYLRU��ZH�DOVR�UHFHLYH�KLP�DV�RXU�/RUG��,W·V�MXVW�DV�ELEOLFDO
WR�VD\��´,�WUXVWHG�&KULVW�DV�P\�3URSKHW��3ULHVW��DQG�.LQJ�µ
DV�LW�LV�WR�VD\��´,�WUXVWHG�&KULVW�DV�P\�6DYLRU�µ

7KHUH�DUH�WZR�WKLQJV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ�6FULSWXUH�DV�6LDPHVH
WZLQV��)LUVW��WKH�DSRVWOHV�QHYHU�SUHVHQW�WKH�6DYLRUKRRG�RI
&KULVW� DSDUW� IURP�KLV�/RUGVKLS��RU�� VWDWHG�DQRWKHU�ZD\�
WKH\� QHYHU� RIIHU� &KULVW·V� VDYLQJ� EHQHILWV� DSDUW� IURP� KLV
3HUVRQ�DV�/RUG��6HFRQG��WKH�VDPH�DSRVWOHV�QHYHU�DSSHDO�WR
D� VLQQHU·V�ZLOO� WKURXJK�KLV�HPRWLRQV� WR�FKRRVH��ZLWKRXW
ILUVW�LQVWUXFWLQJ�WKDW�VLQQHU·V�LQWHOOHFW�ZLWK�WUXWK��RU��VWDWHG
DQRWKHU�ZD\��WKH\�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�HYHU\�SDUW�RI �PDQ·V�EHLQJ�
KLV�PLQG��KLV�KHDUW��DQG�KLV�ZLOO��KDG�WR�EH�DIIHFWHG�E\�WKH
SRZHU�RI �WKH�JRVSHO�EHIRUH�WKHUH�ZDV�WUXH�FRQYHUVLRQ��7KH
PLQG�PXVW�EH�LOOXPLQDWHG�E\�WKH�WUXWK�DQG�WKH�6SLULW��WKH
KHDUW��RU�DIIHFWLRQV��PXVW�EH�SHQHWUDWHG�E\�WKH�WUXWK�DQG
WKH�6SLULW��DQG�WKH�ZLOO�PXVW�EH�OLEHUDWHG�E\�WKH�WUXWK�DQG
WKH�6SLULW�

2XU�ZKROH�SHUVRQ��FRQVLVWLQJ�RI �PLQG��KHDUW�DQG�ZLOO
(Rom 6:17)�� UHFHLYHV�D�ZKROH�&KULVW�DV�3URSKHW��3ULHVW��DQG
.LQJ��,PDJLQH�VRPHRQH�VD\LQJ��́ ,�OLNH�DQG�UHVSHFW�&KULVW·V
WHDFKLQJ�DQG�ZLOO�JODGO\�VXEPLW�WR�LW��EXW�,�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH
LQ�WKDW�EORRG�DWRQHPHQW�EXVLQHVV�µ�:H�ZRXOG�VD\��´6LU��LI
\RX�ZLOO�QRW�KDYH�&KULVW�DV�\RXU�3ULHVW�WR�WDNH�DZD\�\RXU
JXLOW�E\�KLV�VKHG�EORRG��WKHQ�\RX�FDQQRW�KDYH�KLP�DV�\RXU
7HDFKHU�µ�6RPHRQH�HOVH�PD\�VD\��´,�ORYH�WKH�WUXWK�WKDW�P\
VLQV�ZHUH�SXQLVKHG�RQ�WKH�FURVV��EXW�,�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH�WKDW
-HVXV�ZDV�ULJKW�RQ�KLV�YLHZ�RI�ZRPHQ�µ�$JDLQ��ZH�ZRXOG
VD\��´6LU��LI �\RX�UHMHFW�&KULVW�DV�\RXU�3URSKHW�DQG�7HDFKHU�
WKHQ�\RX�FDQQRW�KDYH�WKH�EHQHILWV�RI �KLV�3ULHVWO\�ZRUN�RI
DWRQHPHQW�µ�6WLOO�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�VD\V��́ ,�ZLOO�WUXVW�&KULVW·V
EORRG�RI �DWRQHPHQW�DQG�,�ZLOO�DFFHSW�HYHU\�VLQJOH�GRFWULQH
WKDW�KH�WHDFKHV��KRZHYHU��,�ZLOO�QRW�VXEPLW�WKH�WRWDO�FRQWURO
RI�P\�OLIH��JRDOV��DQG�PRQH\�LQWR�KLV�KDQGV�µ�$JDLQ��ZH
PXVW�VD\��´6LU��*RG�ZLOO�QRW�VDYH�\RX�RQ�VXFK�JURXQGV�µ

,PDJLQH�\RX�DUH�DW�D�ZHGGLQJ�DQG�WKH�SUHDFKHU�VD\V�WR
WKH�SURVSHFWLYH�EULGH��´:LOO�\RX�WDNH�WKLV�PDQ�WR�EH�\RXU
ODZIXOO\�ZHGGHG�KXVEDQG"µ�6KH�WKLQNV�IRU�D�PRPHQW��DQG
VD\V��´,�ZLOO�EH�JODG�WR�ZHDU�KLV�QDPH�DQG�ZLOO�DFFHSW�DQG
XVH�KLV�FUHGLW�FDUGV��EXW�,�KDYH�QR�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�ZDVKLQJ�KLV
FORWKHV�� VOHHSLQJ� ZLWK� KLP�� DQG� EHDULQJ� KLV� FKLOGUHQ�µ
&RXOG�WKH�SUHDFKHU�VD\��¶¶7KDW·V�ILQH��,�ZLOO�VWLOO�SURQRXQFH
\RX�PDQ�DQG�ZLIHµ"�6XFK�ZRXOG�EH�D�PRFNHU\�RI�HYHU\�
WKLQJ�WKDW�PDUULDJH�VWDQGV�IRU��7KH�VDPH�LV�WUXH�RI �FRQYHU�
VLRQ��7DNLQJ�&KULVW·V�EHQHILWV��DV�6DYLRU��ZKLOH�UHIXVLQJ�KLV
SHUVRQ��DV�/RUG��ZRXOG�PRFN�HYHU\�SXUSRVH�RI�*RG�LQ�RXU
VDOYDWLRQ��*RG�ZLOO�QRW�ZHG�KLV�6RQ�LQ�D�VDYLQJ�XQLRQ�WR
D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�KDV�QR�LQWHQWLRQ�RI �ORYLQJ�DQG�VHUYLQJ�&KULVW
DV�/RUG��,�DP�IXOO\�DZDUH�WKDW�PDQ\�SUHDFKHUV�WRGD\�WHDFK
WKDW�\RX�FDQ�´WUXVW�&KULVW�DV�\RXU�6DYLRU�DQG�UHIXVH�KLP
DV�\RXU�/RUG�µ�EXW�WKDW�LV�EODWDQW�KHUHV\��0XOWLWXGHV�DUH
EHLQJ�GHFHLYHG�WRGD\�E\�WKH�´&DUQDO�&KULVWLDQµ�GRFWULQH�

7KH�DSRVWOHV�HPSKDVL]HG�WKH�/RUGVKLS�RI�&KULVW�DQG
JURXQGHG�WKHLU�VWDWHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�*RG�UDLVHG�KLV
6RQ�IURP�WKH�GHDG�DQG�VHDWHG�KLP�DW�KLV�RZQ�ULJKW�KDQG
ZLWK�DOO�SRZHU�DQG�DXWKRULW\��%RWK�WKH�WUXWK�RI �WKH�UHVXU�
UHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�DVFHQVLRQ�DUH�SURPLQHQW�LQ�DOO�DSRVWROLF
SUHDFKLQJ�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI �$FWV��,W·V�EHFDXVH�&KULVW�VLWV�RQ
WKH�WKURQH�WKDW�PHQ�DUH�FRPPDQGHG�WR�ERZ�EHIRUH�KLP�

1RWLFH�FDUHIXOO\�WKH�IROORZLQJ�IRXU�WUXWKV�WKDW�UXQ�DOO
WKH�ZD\� WKURXJK� WKH�17� 6FULSWXUHV��7KHVH� VDPSOH� WH[WV
GHPRQVWUDWH� KRZ� WKH� DSRVWOHV� SUHDFKHG� &KULVW� DQG� KLV
VDYLQJ�ZRUN�� � (1)� &KULVW�ZDV� DQQRXQFHG� DW� KLV� ELUWK� DV
Lord��́ )RU�XQWR�\RX�LV�ERUQ…D�6DYLRU��ZKLFK�LV�&KULVW�WKH
/RUG�(Luke 2:11)���(2)�&KULVW�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�E\�WKH�DSRVWOHV�WR
ERWK� WKH� -HZV�DQG� WKH�*HQWLOHV� DV�Lord�� ´,I � WKRX� VKDOW
FRQIHVV�ZLWK�WK\�PRXWK�-HVXV�DV�/RUG…µ�(Rom 10:9)��́ %HOLHYH
RQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVWµ�(Acts 16:31)��¶¶7KHUHIRUH�OHW�DOO�WKH
KRXVH�RI �,VUDHO�NQRZ�DVVXUHGO\��WKDW�*RG�KDWK�PDGH�WKDW



VDPH�-HVXV��ZKRP�\H�FUXFLILHG��ERWK�/RUG�DQG�&KULVWµ�(Acts
2:36)���(3)�&KULVW�ZDV�UHFHLYHG�LQ�VDYLQJ�IDLWK�DW�FRQYHUVLRQ
DV�Lord��´$V�\RX�KDYH�WKHUHIRUH�UHFHLYHG�&KULVW�-HVXV�WKH
/RUG�� VR�ZDON� \H� LQ� KLPµ� (Col 2:6)�� �(4)� $OO� FUHDWLRQ�ZLOO
VRPHGD\�ERZ�DQG�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�-HVXV�&KULVW�LV�Lord�
´$QG� HYHU\� WRQJXH� VKRXOG� FRQIHVV� WKDW� -HVXV� &KULVW� LV
/RUG��WR�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG�WKH�)DWKHUµ�(Phil 2:11)�

*RG·V�FRQWURYHUV\�ZLWK�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�WRGD\�LV�RYHU
WKH�VLQ�RI�UHEHOOLRQ�WR�WKH�ULJKWIXO�FODLPV�RI �&KULVW�DV�Lord�
7KH�JRVSHO�RI�WKH�DSRVWOHV�GHPDQGV�WKDW�PDQ�PXVW�UHSHQW
IURP�WKDW�UHEHOOLRQ�LI �WKHUH�LV�WR�EH�WUXH�IRUJLYHQHVV��7KH
SUREOHP�LV�QRW�PHUHO\�WKDW�VLQQHUV�UHIXVH�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW
FHUWDLQ�WKLQJV�DUH�WUXH��EXW�UDWKHU��LW�LV�WKHLU�UHIXVDO�WR�ERZ
WKHLU�KHDUW�DQG�OLIH�WR�WKH�/RUG�WKDW�WKRVH�WUXWKV�VHW�IRUWK�
,W·V�QRW�D�TXHVWLRQ�RI�PHUHO\�EHOLHYLQJ�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�ERUQ
RI�D�YLUJLQ�RU�WKDW�KH�ZDV�WUXH�'HLW\�PDGH�IOHVK��1HDUO\
WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�JODGO\�SURIHVVHV�WKDW�WKRVH�WKLQJV�DUH�WUXH
HYHU\�\HDU�DW�&KULVWPDV�WLPH��,W·V�QRW�MXVW�D�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR
YHUEDOO\�FRQIHVV�WKDW�&KULVW�KDV�WUXO\�ULVHQ�IURP�WKH�GHDG�
0RVW�SHRSOH�MR\IXOO\�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�DW�(DVWHU�WLPH��,W·V
REYLRXV� WKDW�PRVW� RI � WKHVH� SHRSOH� GR�QRW� EHOLHYH� WKHVH
WUXWKV�LQ�WKHLU�DIIHFWLRQV�DQG�ZLOO�(Rom 10:9-10)��7KH\�DUGHQWO\
FRQIHVV� WKH\�EHOLHYH� WKH� IDFWV��EXW� WKH\�DOVR�YHKHPHQWO\
UHMHFW�&KULVW�KLPVHOI��5RPDQV�����LV�VWLOO�WKH�PDUN�RI�HYHU\
XQEHOLHYHU�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�UHOLJLRXV�KH�PD\�EH��́ 7KH�FDUQDO
PLQG�LV�HQPLW\�DJDLQVW�*RG��IRU�LW�LV�QRW�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�ODZ
RI�*RG��QHLWKHU�LQGHHG�FDQ�EH�µ

*RG�FRPPDQGV�VLQQHUV�WR�VXEPLW�LQ�UHSHQWDQFH�DQG
IDLWK�WR�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI �KLV�6RQ��5HDG�WKH�VHFRQG�3VDOP
DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�FKDSWHU�RI �$FWV��7KH�PDWWHU�ERLOV�GRZQ�WR
WKH�FODLPV�RI �&KULVW·V�/RUGVKLS��,I �\RX��P\�GHDU�UHDGHU�
DUH�QRW�VDYHG�E\�WKH�JUDFH�RI �*RG��WKH�SUREOHP�LV�QRW�LQ
\RXU�EUDLQ�RU�PLQG��EXW�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�ZLOO��,W�LV�WUXH
WKDW�\RX�PXVW�XQGHUVWDQG�ZLWK�\RXU�PLQG�WKH�KLVWRULFDO
IDFWV�DERXW�-HVXV�&KULVW�DQG�KLV�GHDWK�RQ�WKH�FURVV�IRU�RXU
VLQV��+RZHYHU��VDOYDWLRQ�RQO\�FRPHV�ZKHQ�\RX��DV�D�ZKROH
SHUVRQ��VXEPLW�\RXUVHOI �DQG�DOO�WKDW�\RX�DUH�WR�-HVXV�&KULVW
DV�\RXU�/RUG�DQG�6DYLRU��+DV�WKLV�WUDQVDFWLRQ�WDNHQ�SODFH
EHWZHHQ�\RX�DQG�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW"�,I �QRW��ERZ�WR�KLP
ULJKW�QRZ�DQG�UHFHLYH�KLP�LQWR�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�OLIH�LQ�WUXH
UHSHQWDQFH�DQG�IDLWK�

7KH�%LEOH�H[KRUWV�\RX�WR�FRPH�WR�&KULVW��EXW�QRW�EHIRUH
LW�FOHDUO\�WHOOV�\RX�ZKR�KH�LV�DQG�ZKHUH�\RX�PLJKW�ILQG�KLP�
&KULVW�LV�QRW�XS�IURQW�DW�WKH�DOWDU��QRU�LV�KH�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQ�
LRQ�FXS�RU�EDSWLVWU\��+H�ZLOO�QRW�EH�IRXQG�DV�WKH�ORJLFDO
FRQFOXVLRQ�WR�D�VHULHV�RI�TXHVWLRQV��QRU�ZLOO�\RX�ILQG�KLP
DV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�DQ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�GHFLVLRQ�PDGH�E\�\RXU�ZLOO�
&KULVW�LV�WKH�/RUG�RI �*ORU\��DQG�DV�VXFK��KH�LV�VHDWHG�RQ�D
WKURQH� LQ� KHDYHQ� DW� WKH� ULJKW� KDQG� RI�*RG� WKH� )DWKHU�
&RPLQJ�WR�&KULVW�LV�ERZLQJ�WR�KLP�RQ�KLV�WKURQH�DV�ERWK
/RUG�DQG�6DYLRU� LQ� UHSHQWDQFH�DQG� IDLWK�� ,W� LV� WR�JODGO\

VXEPLW� WR� KLV� ULJKWIXO� FODLPV� RI �/RUGVKLS� RYHU� \RX�DQG
UHFHLYH�KLV�JUDFLRXV�EHQHILWV�SURPLVHG�WR�\RX�DV�\RX�WUXVW
KLP��,Q�RUGHU�WR�KDYH�D�ZHOO�JURXQGHG�DVVXUDQFH�RI�VDOYD�
WLRQ��ZH�PXVW�EH�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�WUXH�&KULVW�RI�6FULSWXUH�LV�LQ
XV�DQG�WKDW�ZH�DUH�LQ�KLP��:KHQ�ZH�ORRN�LQWR�WKH�%LEOH�
ZH�VHH�&KULVW�RQ�WKH�WKURQH�ZLWK�DOO�SRZHU�DQG�DXWKRULW\�
:H�WKHQ�ORRN�LQWR�RXU�SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�VHH�LI �WKDW
VDPH�&KULVW�LV�RQ�WKH�WKURQH�RI�RXU�KHDUWV�

,Q� FORVLQJ�� OHW·V� FOHDU� XS� D� SRSXODU� PLVFRQFHSWLRQ�
&KULVW� LV� HYHU\�PDQ·V�Lord� ULJKW�QRZ��:H�GR�QRW�PDNH
&KULVW� /RUG� E\� WUXVWLQJ� KLP� DV� RXU� SHUVRQDO� /RUG��:H
PHUHO\�DFNQRZOHGJH��JUDWHIXOO\�DQG�ZLOOLQJO\��ZKDW�LV�DO�
UHDG\�WUXH�DV�ZH�VXEPLW�WR�KLP�DV�WKH�/RUG�

&KULVW� LV� QRW� LQ� WKH� VLQQHU·V� KDQG� WR� GR�ZLWK�DV� WKH
VLQQHU�FKRRVHV��7KH�UHYHUVH�LV�WUXH��*RG�SXW�KLV�6RQ�LQ�RXU
KDQGV�RQH�WLPH�DQG�ZH�XQLWHGO\�FULHG�RXW��́ &UXFLI\�KLP�µ
*RG�WKHQ�KLJKO\�H[DOWHG�&KULVW�DQG�KDV�SXW�XV�LQ�KLV�KDQGV�
(YHU\�VLQQHU��ZLWKRXW�H[FHSWLRQ��LV�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI �&KULVW
WR�EH�GLVSRVHG�RI�DV�&KULVW��WKH�/RUG�DQG�-XGJH��GHFLGHV�

,�NQRZ�WKDW�ZKDW�,�KDYH�MXVW�VDLG�LV�QRW�WDXJKW�LQ�PRVW
HYDQJHOLFDO�FKXUFKHV�WRGD\��7RGD\�PHQ�DUH�WROG�WKDW�WKH\
DUH�NLQJ�DQG�FDSWDLQ�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�VRXO��7KH�VLQQHU�LV�KLV
RZQ�ORUG�DQG�KLV�́ IUHH�ZLOOµ�LV�WRWDOO\�LQ�FKDUJH��3RRU�-HVXV
FDQ�GR�QRWKLQJ�EXW�SOHDG�ZLWK� WKH�VLQQHU� WR�JLYH�KLP�D
FKDQFH��,I �WKH�VLQQHU�ZLOO�MXVW�WDNH�WKH�ILUVW�VWHS��WKHQ�-HVXV
ZLOO� EH�DEOH� WR�KHOS�� ,Q�RWKHU�FDVHV�� -HVXV� LV�SLFWXUHG�DV
IUHHO\�JLYLQJ�IRUJLYHQHVV��DQG�WKHQ�SOHDGLQJ�IRU�WKH�ULJKW�WR
EH�WKH�&KULVWLDQ·V�/RUG��:KDW�D�FRUUXSWLRQ�RI�WKH�JRVSHO
LV�WKLV�HDV\�EHOLHYLVP�RI �RXU�JHQHUDWLRQ�

/HW�XV�VXSSRVH�WKDW�WKH�ZRXOG�EH�EULGH�WKDW�ZH�WDONHG
DERXW�HDUOLHU�VDLG��´,�GR�µ�LQVWHDG�RI �´,·OO�WDNH�KLV�FUHGLW
FDUGV�µ�7KH�ZHGGLQJ�LV�RYHU��DQG�DOO�RI �WKH�YRZV�KDYH�EHHQ
WDNHQ��DQG�WKH�ODVW�SHUVRQ�KDV�JRQH�WKURXJK�WKH�UHFHLYLQJ
OLQH�DW�WKH�UHDU�RI �WKH�FKXUFK��7KH�EULGH�WXUQV�WR�WKH�PDQ
VKH�MXVW�UHFHLYHG�DV�KHU�KXVEDQG��DQG�VD\V��´-LP��WKLV�KDV
EHHQ�RQH�RI �WKH�PRVW�ZRQGHUIXO�DQG�H[FLWLQJ�GD\V�RI�P\
OLIH��3KRQH�PH�VRPH�GD\�QH[W�ZHHN�DQG�PD\EH�ZH�FDQ
KDYH�OXQFK�WRJHWKHU�µ�,�DP�VXUH�WKDW�QRW�D�VLQJOH�SHUVRQ
FDQ�LPDJLQH�WKDW�VXFK�D�WKLQJ�FRXOG�EH�SRVVLEOH��,W·V�MXVW
DV� LPSRVVLEOH�� LI �ZH�DUH�KRQHVW�ZLWK� WKH�ZULWLQJV�RI� WKH
DSRVWOHV��WR�WKLQN�WKDW�D�VLQQHU�FDQ�WUXO\�UHFHLYH�&KULVW�DQG
WKHQ�SDUW�FRPSDQ\�ZLWK�KLP�DQG�JR�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�GLUHFWLRQ
XQWLO�QH[W�6XQGD\�PRUQLQJ��1HYHU��7KH�EULGH�DQG�JURRP
QRZ�EHJLQ�D�MRLQW�OLIH�WKDW�LV�VKDUHG�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV��VR�ZH�WDNH
&KULVW�LQWR�HYHU\�URRP�RI�RXU�KRXVH�DQG�HYHU\�DVSHFW�RI
RXU�OLIH�DW�RXU�FRQYHUVLRQ�

7KDW·V� WKH� JRVSHO�� 7KDW·V� WKH� WUXH� &KULVWLDQ� )DLWK�
7KDW·V� WKH�&KULVW� RI� WKH�%LEOH��+DYH� \RX� SHUVRQDOO\� UH�
FHLYHG�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�DV�WKH�JLIW�RI�*RG"�

³$GDSWHG�IURP�WKH�ZULWLQJV�RI�John Reisinger

&
DVW�\RXUVHOI �DW�RQFH�� LQ� WKH�VLPSOHVW� IDLWK��XSRQ�WKH�/RUG
-HVXV�&KULVW��DQG�\RX�VKDOO�EH�VDYHG��$OO�RI �\RXU�SUHSDUDWLRQ

IRU� HWHUQLW\� LV� HQWLUHO\� RXW� RI � \RXUVHOI�� DQG� LQ� WKH�/RUG� -HVXV�
:DVKHG�LQ�KLV�EORRG��DQG�FORWKHG�XSRQ�ZLWK�KLV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�
\RX�PD\�DSSHDU�EHIRUH�*RG�GLYLQHO\�� IXOO\�� IUHHO\�� DQG� IRUHYHU
DFFHSWHG��7KH�VDOYDWLRQ�RI �WKH�FKLHI �RI �VLQQHUV�LV�DOO�SUHSDUHG�
ILQLVKHG��DQG�FRPSOHWH�LQ�&KULVW�(Eph 1:6; Col 2:10)�

<RXU�H\H�RI �IDLWK�PXVW�EH�GLUHFWHG�HQWLUHO\�RXW�RI �DQG�IURP
\RXUVHOI �WR�-HVXV��%HZDUH�RI �ORRNLQJ�IRU�DQ\�SUHSDUDWLRQ�WR�PHHW
*RG�LQ�\RXUVHOI��,W�LV�DOO�LQ�&KULVW��*RG�GRHV�QRW�DFFHSW�\RX�RQ
WKH�EDVLV�RI �D�EURNHQ�KHDUW��RU�D�FOHDQ�KHDUW��RU�D�SUD\LQJ�KHDUW�
RU�D�EHOLHYLQJ�KHDUW��+H�DFFHSWV�\RX�ZKROO\�DQG�HQWLUHO\�RQ�WKH
JURXQG�RI �WKH�SHUIHFW�DWRQHPHQW�RI �KLV�EOHVVHG�6RQ��&DVW�\RXU�
VHOI��LQ�FKLOGOLNH�IDLWK��XSRQ�WKDW�DWRQHPHQW³´&KULVW�G\LQJ�IRU
WKH�XQJRGO\µ�(Rom 5:6)³DQG�\RX�DUH�VDYHG�

-XVWLILFDWLRQ�LV�D�SRRU��ODZ�FRQGHPQHG��VHOI�FRQGHPQHG��VHOI�
GHVWUR\HG�VLQQHU��ZUDSSLQJ�KLPVHOI �E\� IDLWK� LQ� WKH� ULJKWHRXV�
QHVV�RI �WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��ZKLFK�LV�´XQWR�DOO��DQG�XSRQ�DOO
WKHP�WKDW�EHOLHYHµ�(Rom 3:22)��+H��WKHQ��LV�MXVWLILHG��DQG�SUHSDUHG
WR� GLH� DQG� PHHW� *RG�� DQG� KH� RQO\�� ZKR� FDVWV� IURP� KLP� WKH
JDUPHQW� RI � KLV� RZQ� ULJKWHRXVQHVV�� DQG� UXQV� LQWR� WKLV� EOHVVHG
´&LW\�RI �5HIXJHµ³WKH�/RUG�-HVXV³DQG�KLGHV�KLPVHOI �WKHUH�IURP
WKH�´DYHQJHU�RI �EORRGµ�(Joshua 20)��H[FODLPLQJ��LQ�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI
WULXPSKDQW�IDLWK��´7KHUH�LV�WKHUHIRUH�QRZ�QR�FRQGHPQDWLRQ�WR
WKHP�ZKLFK�DUH�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXVµ�(Rom 8:1)�

/RRN�WR�-HVXV��WKHQ��IRU�D�FRQWULWH�KHDUW��ORRN�WR�-HVXV�IRU�D
FOHDQ�KHDUW��ORRN�WR�-HVXV�IRU�D�EHOLHYLQJ�KHDUW��ORRN�WR�-HVXV�IRU
D�ORYLQJ�KHDUW��DQG�-HVXV�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�DOO�

2QH� IDLWK·V� WRXFK� RI � &KULVW�� DQG� RQH� GLYLQH� WRXFK� IURP
&KULVW��ZLOO�VDYH�WKH�YLOHVW�VLQQHU��2K��WKH�GLPPHVW��PRVW�GLVWDQW
JODQFH�RI �IDLWK��WXUQLQJ�LWV�ODQJXLG�H\H�XSRQ�&KULVW��ZLOO�KHDO�DQG
VDYH�WKH�VRXO��́ /RRN�XQWR�PH��DQG�EH�\H�VDYHG��DOO�WKH�HQGV�RI �WKH
HDUWKµ�(Isaiah 45:22)��*RG�LV�SUHSDUHG�WR�DFFHSW�\RX�LQ�KLV�EOHVVHG
6RQ��DQG�IRU�KLV�VDNH�KH�ZLOO�FDVW�DOO�\RXU�VLQV�EHKLQG�KLV�EDFN�
DQG� WDNH� \RX� WR� JORU\� ZKHQ� \RX� GLH� (Isaiah 38:17)³´,� ZLOO� EH
PHUFLIXO�WR�WKHLU�XQULJKWHRXVQHVV��DQG�WKHLU�VLQV�DQG�WKHLU�LQLTXL�
WLHV�ZLOO�,�UHPHPEHU�QR�PRUHµ�(Heb 8:12)�

1HYHU�ZDV�&KULVW�NQRZQ�WR�UHMHFW�D�SRRU�VLQQHU�WKDW�FDPH�WR
KLP�HPSW\�DQG�ZLWK�́ QRWKLQJ�WR�SD\µ�(Luke 7:42)��́ &RPH�XQWR�PH�
DOO�\H�WKDW�ODERXU�DQG�DUH�KHDY\�ODGHQ��DQG�,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�UHVWµ
(Matt 11:28)��*RG�ZLOO�JORULI\�KLV�IUHH�JUDFH�LQ�\RXU�VDOYDWLRQ��DQG
ZLOO�WKHUHIRUH�VDYH�\RX³just as you are³´ZLWKRXW�PRQH\�DQG
ZLWKRXW�SULFHµ�(Isaiah 55:1)��3DXO�UHVSRQGHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�WR�WKH�DQ[�
LRXV�MDLORU�ZKR�DVNHG�ZKDW�KH�PXVW�GR�WR�EH�VDYHG³´%HOLHYH�RQ
WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��DQG�WKRX�VKDOW�EH�VDYHGµ�(Acts 16:31)�

1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ��RU�ZKDW�\RX�DUH��SOXQJH�LQWR
´WKH�IRXQWDLQ�RSHQHG�IRU�VLQ�DQG�IRU�XQFOHDQQHVVµ�(Zech 13:1)��DQG
\RX�VKDOO�EH�FOHDQ��́ ZDVKHG�ZKLWHU�WKDQ�VQRZµ�(Psalm 51:7; Isaiah 1:18)�
´7KH�EORRG�RI �-HVXV�&KULVW�FOHDQVHWK�XV�IURP�DOO�VLQµ�(1 John 1:7)��

Come just as you Are
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&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�D�3HUVRQ

�
KULVWLDQLW\�LV�not a set of rules��,W�KDV�VRPH�YHU\
LPSRUWDQW�UXOHV��EXW�&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�QHLWKHU�SUHDFK�
LQJ�QRU�REH\LQJ�UXOHV��7KHUH�LV�D�YHU\�VLPSOH�EXW

HIIHFWLYH�ZD\�RI�WHVWLQJ�HYHU\�SUHDFKHU�ZH�KHDU��7KH�IDOVH
SUHDFKHU�LV�DOZD\V�UHPLQGLQJ�XV�RI �ZKDW�ZH�PXVW�GR��+LV
PHVVDJH� LV� FRQVWDQWO\� IRFXVHG� RQ� PDQ·V� HIIRUWV� DQG� LV
DOZD\V�´GRµ�FHQWHUHG��7KH�WUXH�SUHDFKHU�NHHSV�UHPLQGLQJ
XV� RI �ZKDW�&KULVW� KDV� GRQH� IRU� XV�� DQG� KLV�PHVVDJH� LV
IRFXVHG�RQ�&KULVW�DQG�LV�´GRQHµ�FHQWHUHG��2QH�WKUHDWHQV
ZLWK�ODZ�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�DSSHDOV�E\�WKH�FURVV�

&KULVWLDQLW\� LV�not a series of ceremonies�� ,W� KDV
FHUHPRQLHV� VXFK� DV� EDSWLVP� DQG� FRPPXQLRQ�� EXW� WKH
HVVHQFH�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK�LV�QRW�LQ�WKH�FHUHPRQLHV�DQG
V\PEROV��<RX�PD\�EH�EDSWL]HG�DQG�WDNH�FRPPXQLRQ�HYHU\
GD\��DQG�VWLOO�EH�DV�ORVW�DV�WKH�ZRUVW�SDJDQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�

&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�not a certain feeling�WKDW�ZH�JHW�WKDW
HQDEOHV�XV�WR�VPLOH�DQG�EH�DW�SHDFH�ZLWK�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�RXU
IHOORZ�PDQ�� ,I � ZH� WUXO\� UHFHLYH� WKH� IRUJLYHQHVV� RI� VLQV
WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�JRVSHO��ZH�ZLOO�VXUHO\�IHHO�GLIIHUHQWO\�
EXW�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK�LV�QRW�D�IHHOLQJ��LW·V�D�3HUVRQ�

&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�not joining a group��<RX�PD\�HYHQ
MRLQ�WKH�ULJKW�JURXS��EXW�WKDW�ZLOO�QRW�PDNH�\RX�D�&KULVWLDQ�
%HFRPLQJ�D�&KULVWLDQ�LV�IDU�PRUH�WKDQ�MRLQLQJ�D�FKXUFK�RU
DQ\�RWKHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�

&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�not a cause��0DQ\�SHRSOH�LQ�RXU�GD\
DUH� WU\LQJ� WR�PDNH�D� UHYROXWLRQDU\� FDXVH� WR�EH� V\QRQ\�
PRXV�ZLWK�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK��*RG�LV�VDLG�WR�´EH�RQ�WKH
VLGH� RI� WKH� SRRU�µ� VR� HYHU\�PRYHPHQW� RU� FDXVH� WKDW� LV
DLPHG�DW�KHOSLQJ�WKH�SRRU�EHFRPHV�WKH�JRVSHO��7KH�FDXVH
PD\� EH� RQ� WKH� OHIW� RU� WKH� ULJKW� DQG� PD\� LQYROYH� WKH
FRUUHFWLRQ� RI� D� JUDYH� LQMXVWLFH� DJDLQVW� RXU� IHOORZ�PDQ�
+RZHYHU�� QR� PDWWHU� KRZ� MXVW� WKH� FDXVH�� LW� FDQQRW� EH
HTXDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�JRVSHO�RU�&KULVWLDQLW\�

&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�QRWKLQJ�PRUH�RU�OHVV�WKDQ�Christ Him-
self��$QG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK�EHJLQV�ZLWK
WKH�ELEOLFDO�IDFWV�DERXW�&KULVW��7KH�&KULVW�ZKR�LV�&KULVWL�
DQLW\�LV�WKH�&KULVW�RI�´ELEOLFDOµ�DQG�´KLVWRULFDOµ�IDFWV��7KH
&KULVW�ZKR�LV�&KULVWLDQLW\�ZDV�ERUQ�RI�D�YLUJLQ�(Matt 1:18-25)�
OLYHG�D�VLQOHVV�OLIH�(1 Peter 2:22)��ZDV�FUXFLILHG�IRU�VLQQHUV�(Rom
5:8)�� URVH� DJDLQ� IURP� WKH� GHDG� (Luke 24:5-6)�� DVFHQGHG� LQWR

:KDW�,V�7KH

&KULVWLDQ�)DLWK"


